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Spencer plans to surround Diana’s 
island grave with ring of steel 
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By Daniel McGrobt 

A SEVEN-FOOT high sred cordon is to 
be erected around the island where 
Diana, Princess of Wales, is buried before 
her ancestral home is opened to the public 
in the summer. 

Her brother, Earl Spencer.-has asked 
his local authority far permission to build 
the steel and cast-iron fence decorated 
with thousands of heart-shaped motifs 
around the oval lake at Althorp- 

This application is seen as the start of 
Lord Spencer's elaborate plans for his 
Northamptonshire estate to become one 
of Britain’s biggest attractions. It opens on 
July 1 far eight weeks only. 

. Local council officials, who expect to 
override -some protests about the plans 
from Lord Spencer’s neighbours, predict 
that he will have to deal, with “up to 3,000 
visitors a day” in the. 16th-century 
gardens. Estate staff believe the numbers 
will be far greater than that. “This is all so 


unique we simply don’t know what to 
expect," one said. 

What is certain is that Althorp. which 
the earl describes as a drain on his 
resources, can expect more visitors in a 
week than the 9,000 it usually welcomes 
in a year. 

Lord Spencer has yet to deride how 
much to charge visitors. By the July 
opening h is hoped to have completed “an 
appropriate memorial’ - to the Princess 
and a museum — featuring family 
photographs, memorabilia and cine film 
— will be built in a stable block in the 
grounds. 

A spokesman for the earl said “He has 
always said he does not want to make a 
profit from his sister's death but deariy 
there will have fa be a cost fa cover what 
will be extra staffing and arrangements 
far those wishing to visit. " 

The barrier, painted blue, will stand 15 
fa 20 feet from the water's edge, with one 
main entrance gate to limit the numbers 


allowed in fa see die island. Hie exact 
location of the grove.has never been 
disclosed but Lord Spencer has said that it 
cannot be seen from the edge of the lake. 

Security measures will be also im¬ 
proved to indude remote-controlled gates 
ai the front and rear entrances, although 
staff say that there have been no breaches 
since die Princess was buried there m 
September. 

The earl's planning application to 
Daventry District Council comes as he 
continues to fight his wife in die Cape 
Town High Court over their divorce 
settlement Thar hearing will resume on 
Monday unless rival lawyers manage to 
agree an out-of-court financial settlement 
over the weekend. 

Yesterday. Countess Spencer hit back at 
claims from a friend of her husband that 
she. had launched a “malidous" cam¬ 
paign against her husband in the hope of 
financial gain. 

She said the statement delivered on the 
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court steps by die earl’s estate manager, 
David Horton-Fawkes, was “in material 
respects quite untrue". 

In a statement issued by her London 
solicitors Lady Spencer said that her 
husband had chosen to sue her in South 
Africa for divorce and custody of their 
four small children, without warning, 
when they had been involved in negotia¬ 
tions through their English solicitors for 
many months, with a dear view to a 
divorce in England. 

Describing herself as a “private per¬ 
son” she insists on keeping “my silence in 
relation to our marriage” until the court 
hears her evidence. 

Spencer divorce, page 16-18 
Weekend, page 2 
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By Philip Webster, political editor 
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THE end of fcodiunting in 
“ Britain by 2300 was fnetfcted 
‘ ! fr , by ministers, MBs and cam- 
paignexs last night after the 
T ’ r ‘' Commons gave a 260-vote 
''l~V majority to a backbench at- 
' '* tempt to outlaw hunting with 
— dogs. 

After the most passionate 
debate ar Westminster since 
the general-election .in May, 
Michael Foster’s Bill was car¬ 
ried on second-reading by 411 
votes to 151, one of the biggest 
ever votes in support of a 
private member's measure. 1 

Within minutes erf the re¬ 
sult, Labour MPs received a 
message from Tony Blair that 
the leading campaigners inter¬ 
preted as the death-knell for 
hunting.-The. Prime Minister, 
who was , visiting British’ 
troops in Bosnia, fold Conser- 
va tive-MPs not ; to frustrate, the 
passage of a Bill for. which 
there was dear support in the 
country and tiie Commons. - 
Then, in a remark tSoat MPs" 
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took as confirmation that if 
necessary the ■ Government 
would eventually ensure that a 
ban was implemented before 
the next election, Mr BJair 
‘ added: “We are keying this 
matter open to review lor the 
future.” 

- Despite4he huge majority. 
Mr^Ffetert BilUsnctexpected 
.to became j^^TwhGpvern- 
■ menthasdSq® aftaimt.gfyr 

ir^g it the extra parbamemajy 
time ft would need to get 
_ through both Houses. Ifeartng 
that its already crowded time¬ 
table would be disrupted. But 
Mr Blairt statement was seen 
. as a dear hint of government 
involvement in future. A se¬ 
nior government source said: 
"Hunting will be banned by 
•' the^n3wnn^ura.’• 

The SiD now goes intents 
committee stage in tiie Com- 
; • moits. It is likely to emerge 
from that, but almost certainly 
will.-be killed off when it 
returns to the floor of the 
House for its report stage. 

However, the strength of 
support for the Bill means that 
that reprieve will be only 
. temporary. Although ten Cab¬ 
inet 1 ministers inducting M*. 
. Blair were away from tiie 
Commons and did not vote, 
only-two Labour MPs—Kate 
-Hoeyiftd Llin Golding — op- 
.paseef the BilL . Whips and 
business managers accept that 

- there “is an unstoppable mb- 
"Imentum within the Labour 

Party'fbr a change in the law 
, that wifi have to be meL 
' Whetiier zhat is done, by 
' allowing an arnoidinent to a 
• future government Bill or by 
backing another Private 
Member's Bill iit the next 
session has yet to be decided. 

In the meantime, the Gov- 
. ernmenrs strategy, which 
came during the spefeh of 
George Howarth, fWTiome 
Office minister/and in the 
responses of Mr Blair and 
olher'.tninisters afterwards, is 
to pin the blame on the Tories 
for the expected failure of Mr 
.Foster’s BilUpt, 

For that rtSsemthere v^U be 
pp on-the-record statements 
thaV -the Government will 
push a Biti through in future; 
ministers believe thar to do so 
would reduce the political gain 
they want to secure from 
claiming that the Conserva¬ 
tives are the reason for the 
fflihi re of this one. • . 

The hunting debate, pages*6 
Leading artide. page 23 
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Elton John before the sale of his clothes, which raised more than £50,000 for his Aids foundation cm its first day. 



Blair hopes to 
save coal jobs 

The Government is looking at 
detailed ptyps to savelhe coal 
in<|t«teWi^?Jd the controversy 
over pit dosures and the loss 
of titousands of jobs. 

An initiative from No 10 
looks at measures to ensure 
the industry's survival over 
the next five to seven' years 
which may indbidc altering 
the balance of use between 
gas and coal....-„.Pagf 27 

Islanders are 
ready to flee . 

An evacuation plan is being 
drawn up by a group of 
Pacific islands after research 
showing that global warming 
and rising sea levels will 
eventually make them 
uninhabitable. 

The Marshal] Islands are 
"believed to be the first of a 
string of low-lying Paf^and 
Caribbean states to con&aftr 
such drastic actien— Page 20 

Belgians to ban 
tobacco ads 

The Belgian Parliament has 
voted to ban tobacco advertis¬ 
ing from roadside billboards, 
newspapers, magazines, su¬ 
permarkets and pubs. 

British Government 
sources said that the Belgian 
development would have no 
impact on Tony Blair's deci¬ 
sion to exempt Formula One 
motor raring-Pag®* 2 


Porn again pilgrims 
flock to the festival 


By Michael Gove 


THE biggest concentration of- 
rubber outside Malaya was on 
display at London’s Olympia 
Exhibition Centre yesterday at 
Erotica, Briiain^ first com¬ 
mercial sex fair — a son of 
Ideal Hormone Exhibition. 

The attempt by tiie UK’s 
pom, fetish and fantasy indus¬ 
try to go respectable is expect¬ 
ed to attract more than 20,000 
curious customers to the three- 
day festival. For £25 they can 
visit a selection of stalls from 
Karmafbotra to Fantasy Liq¬ 
uid Latex and buy something 
for the weekend or the best¬ 
selling video House of 
Whipcord. 

The exhibition is the brain¬ 
child of Brian Wiseman, a rag 
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trade magnate turned confer¬ 
ence organiser who graciously 
acknowledges die help of the 
Metropolitan Mice Vice 
Squad in his introduction to 
the event. The constabulary 
had given the event their seal 
of approval and Hammer¬ 
smith had allowed Olympia to 
enjoy a sex establishment li¬ 
cence for the weekend. 

Mr Wiseman conceived of 
the exhibition after detecting a 
market for “naughty but nice” 
merchandise in “middle-shelf” 
men's magazines such as 
FHM and Maxim. 

The exhibition, a stallholder 
explained, was aimed more at 
the "leather-jacketed lad than 
tiie dirty raincoat brigade". 

Not all the women present 
were gracing book covers, 
however: The event organisers 
were at pains to emphasise 
that the show was aimed at all 
(not just both) sexes. One 
female shopper. Jenny Ford 
from North London, had 
made the trip to Olympia to 
-stock up on erotic lingerie". 

Ms Ford /put me down as 
29", and her boyfriend who 
preferred to remain 
ananymousinvested in a 
handsome cai-o-nine tails for 
anfer £20. *Tfs a bit of fun isn’t 
it?".giggled Ms Ford. Her 
boyfriend kept quiet. 

I made my excuses and left. 

* r /_.. 
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Tax-free savings 
at the checkout 

By Nicholas Wood and anne Ashworth 


SUPERMARKETS will play a 
key role in a savings revolu¬ 
tion to be unveiled by Gordon 
Brown nexr week. 

In a move aimed at encour¬ 
aging lower-income people to 
build up a nest-egg, the Chan¬ 
cellor's scheme will also allow 
small savers to earn interest 
free of tax. The new-look 
“individual savings accounts" 
(Isas) will be sold and serviced 
ai supermarket checkouts. 

Ministers expect thar shop¬ 
pers paying their bills will be 
asked if they wanr to pm £20 
in their Isa, much as they are 
now asked if they want to 
draw cash. 

Such big retail chains as 
Marks & Spencer. Salis¬ 
bury's, and Tesco are expected 
to promote tiie new accounts, 
which insiders at the Treasury 
have dubbed “Bsople’s ftps". 

Isas will replace existing 
tax-free savings, including 


Tessas (tax-exempt special 
savings accounts). They will 
also embrace instant-access 
bank and building society 
savings accounts, currently 
liable to income tax. 

Tessas require savers to lock 
up their money for five years 
m earn a tax-free return, but 
the new accounts will not need 
a waiting period. Small sav¬ 
ers. putting aside perhaps a 
few hundred pounds a year, 
will enjoy the same tax privi¬ 
leges as bigger investors in 
Pfeps and Tessas. 

There will still be limits on 
the amounts of money that can 
be deposited tax-free, but the 
ceiling will be higher than the 
£10.000 figure floated last 
month. This compares with an 
annual Pep limit of £9,000 and 
£9,000 over five years for 
Tessas. 

Weekend Money, pages 51-64 


Baume & Mercier 


GENEVE 


Stainless Weel. quartz movement, 
synthetic sappbinr crystal, 
water-resistant to 30 metres, 
fokfog clasp. 




to 






p JSi 




8 Hampton i 


Available from leading jewellers, throughout the 
UK. and Ireland. 

For a brochure and details of your nearest stockist 
cal! 0171 312 6800. nr visit us au 
h»p^/www.baume-el-mercier.com 






































I 



a. ocizIaRJ OQ^-- 


4f 

re 




Ai 

of 


bu 

n« 

ro 

Th 

cot 

ica 

i h; 

ste 

cai 

P° 

no 

24 

sw 

po 

we 

W* 

La 

ic 

pr 

Tc 

frx 

wj 

of 

ca 

to 

eU 

ra 

sp 

nc 

cn 

be 

vi 

pi 

g« 

nr 

m 

E. 

oi 

fo 


$ 

e 

s 

v 

h 

1 

\ 

■ 3 

c- 

c 

n 

Tl 

T 


i 

i ’ 
i 

|! 
i. 
i 


2 NEWS 


THE TIMES SATURDAY NOVEMBER 291997 


TODAY IN 
THE TIMES 



'He was 
stunned when 
it was said 
he had 12 
mistresses’ 

Lord Spencer’s 
divorce case 
Pages 16-18 



'I didn’t 
know howto 
have fun 
in the Sixties’ 

Valerie Grove meets . 
Joan Baez 
Page 21 ./■; 



'Hitler 
patted him 
on the head . 
as a child’ 

Daniel Fairson obituary 
Page 25 ■ . 


Belgium votes to ban 

tobacco advertising 


By Nicholas Watt 
and Our Foreign Staff 

TONY BLAIRS difficulties in winning 
an'exem priori for Formula One from a 
Europe-wide ban on tobacco sponsor¬ 
ship deepened last night when Bel¬ 
gium voted for a blanket ban. 

Less than a week before European 
health ministers meet in Brussels to 
hammer out a directive banning 
tobacco sponsorship, the Belgian par¬ 
liament voted to ban tobacco advertis¬ 
ing from roadside billboards, 
newspapers, magazines, supermarkets 
and pubs. It will also outlaw sponsor¬ 
ship of sports, cultural and musical 
events. 

British Government sources said 
that the Belgian development would 
have no impact on Mr Blair's decision 
to exempt Formula One motor racing 
from a ban on tobacco advertising and 


sponsorship. One source said that 
Tessa Jowell. the Health Minister, 
would demand at next Thursday’s 
meeting of European health ministers 
that Formula One be exempted in 
order to save motor racing 50,000jobs. 

One Government source said: 
“There will be no pressure on us to 
change our minds. The only effect will 
be on public opinion." AT next week’s 
meeting Ms Jowell will be hoping to 
delay the drafting of the Directive until 
next year during Britain's presidency 
of the EU. 

The change in the law stunned 
organisers of the Belgian Grand Prix, 
who wanted last night that it would 
kill oft the annual race at the Spa- 
Franoorchamps track. Joseph Moxhet 
president of the Spa-Francorchamps 
track, said: “It’s quite simple. I fear 
next year’s Belgian Grand Prix will be 
the last” The law, which will come 


into force on January 1.1999, will rally 
allow tobacco and newspaper shops to 
indicate they are selling tobacco 
products. 

Louis Van Velfooven, a Flemish 
socialist who proposed the law. hailed 
yesterday’s vote in the Belgian senate. 
He told BRTN Radio: “This is one of 
the. strictest laws in Europe and it 
makes me happy. Belgium is giving, 
with other countries including France, 
a good signal to Europe to allow a 
European directive banning tobacco 
advertising and sponsoring bn a 
European level. We absolutely need 
this directive because I don’t have to 
tell you that youth is still confronted 
with cigarette brands if Formula One 
races are held in Germany or Italy.” 

Mr Van Velhoven called on 
organisers of die Belgian Grand Prix to 
find other sponsors. He said: “They 
should get the opportunity to find other 


financial sources. Tobacco firms too 
should be able in remove advertising. 
There is now a majority in this country 
against tobacco advertising and spon¬ 
soring. Should we find any loopholes, 
we are determined to dose those too.” 

The European Commission has been 
‘ seeking a total ban of tobacco advertis¬ 
ing for die past eight years. But 
Bntain, Germany, foe Netherlands 
and Denmark have blocked its propos¬ 
als on several occasions. 

Labour, which had campaigned for 
a total ban, infuriated the European 
Commission earlier this month when it 
announced that Formula One should 
be exempted. Padraig Flynn, the Soda! 
Affairs Commissioner, wrote a sting¬ 
ing letter to Ms Jowell after she 
informed him of the Government 
about-turn. Mr Blair's change of heart 
also led to enormous political difficul¬ 
ties at home and Within his own party. 


Class size 
increase 
threatens 
poll target 

By John O'Leary 

EDUCATION EDITOR 

CLASS sizes rose again last 
year to a 20-year high, it was 
announced yesterday. How¬ 
ever, the Government insisted 
that it was on target to meet its 
promise of smaller dasses in 
the first three years of school 
by the end of the Parliament 
The number of pupils for 
every state school teacher rose 
from 18.5 to 1S.6 in January. 
More than a quarter of prima¬ 
ry children were in classes of 
more than 30. compared with 
barely a fifth in 1992. 

Labour's election manifesto 
promised that classes of five, 
six and seven-year-olds would 
have a maximum of 30 pupils. 
The figures show that almost 
500,000 children in this age- 
group are in larger dasses. 

Stephen Byers, the School 
Standards Minister, said fftar 
schools were already planning 
to reduce class sizes. The 
abolition of the Assisted Places 
Scheme would free £22 million 
next year to employ 1,000 
more primary teachers, with 
numbers rising after that 
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Tony Blair has lunch yesterday with British troops in Banja Luka, the largest Serb-held town in Bosnia 
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An Abbey National Children's Savings 
Bond, invest as little as £500 for them 
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fixed return in five years' time. All the 
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Blair pledges to fight 
Bosnia war criminals 


Tony Blair, on his first visit to 
Bosnia yesterday, underlined 
his determination to see war 
criminals brought to justice. 
He also, thanked British 
peacekeeping troops for their 
“tremendous” contribution 
but made dear Britain did 
not plan to remove its mili¬ 


tary presence from the region 
in the near future. He said: 
“Those people that commit¬ 
ted crimes of ethnic deansing 
and were responsible for the 
appalling scenes that we saw 
here in Bosnia, those people 
responsible for that should 
be brought to justice.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Hague devises new 
slogan for Tories 

William Hague began the rebranding of the Consenanve 
Parly yesterday with the launch of “popular Conservatism” to 
rival “new labour". In a speech to the Tory womens 
conference in London, he said that die slogan covered 
reforming the welfare system, supporting institutions such as 
foe family, and enhancing community and reomiy. , 
“Popular Conservatism will be about building strong and - 
free local institutions to support community and security 
Popular Conservatism will be about enforcing the rule of 
law,” he said. The Tory leader said that he would hold a 
conference in Harrogate in March to vote on his reforms of 
the party, and that there would be another “bonding session" 
for Conservative MPs next year. 

Beckett under pressure 

Margaret Beckett was faring growing pressure last night to 
wind-up foe blind trust that finances her constituency office 
in foe House of Commons. The President of foe Board of 
Trade yesterday defended her secret source of funding but 
said that if foeinvestigation into party political funding by Sir 
Patrick Neill, the Public. Standards watchdog, criticised foe 
confidential troste.she would dose it 

Mild spell at an end 

The first snows of winter were forecast yesterday, with the 
unseasonafiy mild November weather ending early next 
week. Sharply colder conditions, induding night-time frosts 
and snow showers over higher ground in eastern Britain, are 
expected. Forecasters said that the warm spell of weather 
made November foe fourth mildest this century, with 
temperatures some 0.8C above average. Forecast page 32 

£36 mushroom infested 

A wild cauliflower mushroom bought for £36 at Harvey 
Nichols in Knightsbridge. London, was contaminated with, 
rodent droppings and hair, arid infested with a centipede and 
larvae. The store admitted selling food unfit for consumption 
and was final £1,500 with £2.083 costs by West London 
magistrates. The customer was an off-duty environmental 
health officer for Kensington and Chelsea council. 

Pupil cannot return 

The High Court yesterday refused to order a Kent girls’ 
school to take bade an unruly 14-year-old even though her as¬ 
sisted place was withdrawn unlawfully. Rosalind McCarthy, 
the headmistress of Cob ham School, considered the excluded 
girl’s place an “immoral" waste of public money. Mr Justice 
Dyson said he could not ignore a petition signed by 15 pupils 
who said they were "terrified'’ of her. 

Guerin suspect jailed 

Patrick Holland, 38, who was suspected of involvement in the 
murder of the journalist Veronica Guerin, was jailed for 20 
years for drug dealing, the most severe sentence ever handed 
down in Ireland for the crime. The Special Criminal Court 
was told that Holland received about 35 kg of cannabis a 
week for several months from a Dublin lock-up. The 
20,000 kg of cannabis had an estimated value of £20 million. 

No more Hawick Balls 

After, more thanTIXJSyears, Hawick Balls — the mint- 
flavoured sweets, favoured by yachtsmen -and Antarctic 
explorers — are no longer being made. Hills of Hawick is in 
receivership and the staff of seven have been laid off. The 
balls were first produced Jn foe 1850s by two local women. 
Aggie Lamb and Jessie McVittk- In their heyday more than 
12.000 tins of balls were sold every year, at £1-80 a tin. 

Christmas post dates 

Christmas cards going across the globe should be in the post 
by next Saturday, according to the Royal Mail. Cards and 
letters to addresses within Europe should be posted by 
December 13 to arrive before Christmas Day. Inland second- 
class cards should be sent by December 18. For first-class 
mail foe last posting date is December 21. The Royal Mail is 
expecting to handle more than two billion cards. 


Plan for 
lawyers 
to sit on 
the bench 

By Frances Gibs 
LEGAL CORRESPONDENT 

PLANS for judicial “work 
experience” schemes in which 
black lawyers can sit along¬ 
side judges and learn what it 
is like on the bench are 
expected to be unveiled by the 
Lord Chancellor today. 

Lord Irvine of Lairg would 
also like to see circuit judges, 
distria judges and recorders 
take junior colleagues "under 
their wing” to advise and 
guide them up the judicial 
ladder. The proposals will be 
put forward at a conference 
organised by the Law Society. 
Bar and Lord Chancellor’s 
Department with sponsorship 
from The Times. 

The Lord Chancellor is 
concerned at foe paucity of 
black judges and black 
Queen’s Counsel. He is expect¬ 
ed to reveal figures showing 
that the number of ethnic 
minority lawyers applying to 
be Queen’s Counsel has fallen. 

In 1992, there. were 420 
applications for silk, of which 
only 14 or 3 3 per cent were not 
white. But in 1997. it stood ai 
only 14 per cent. There are no 
black judges in the senior 
judiciary. Only one per cent of 
drcuii judges are nor while, 
and 1.5 per cent of recorders. 
But 3.4 per cent of assistant 
rerorders are from the ethnic 
minorities, and are likely to 
appointed as judges in time. 

Lord Irvine is expected to 
call on more ethnic minority 
lawyers to come forward. 
They should forget social 
serotypes about judges or foe 
statistics which show foe pre¬ 
dominance of judges from pub¬ 
lic school, he is likely to say. 
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Karina Turner nut) 
have been' 


THE body of a second mem¬ 
ber of the family killed in die 
massacre at die Egyptian tour¬ 
ist resort of Luxor has been 
tost. Grieving relatives -were 
mid yesterday that Karina 
Turner’s remains might al¬ 
ready have been cremated 
elsewhere. 

The 24-year-old air steward¬ 
ess died with her mother. Joan 
Turner. 51, and her daughter. 
Shaunnah. 5. Earlier this 
week it was discovered that 
die coffin supposed to contain 
the body or Karina Tumert 
mother actually contained 
that of a Swiss woman. Joan 


Woman killed with mother and daughter was wrongly identified, Paul Wilkinson reports 


Tumert body lay in Zurich. 

The three bodies were ini¬ 
tially identified by Egyptian 
authorities before repatria¬ 
tion. Those of Karina Turner 
and her mother were wrongly 
identified in London by three 
people who knew the family, 
including a relative. 

James Turnbull, the deputy 
assistant coroner for Halifax, 
said that he was soouring the 
-world to find Miss Turner's 
body. “I like to be optimistic 
that the missing body will be 


found, it is a sad possibility 
that she could have been 
buried or cremated in another 
country but I have asked the 
Foreign Office for descriptions 
of all people killed in the 
tragedy to find out where she 
has gone." He has asked 
diplomats to ensure that no 
further funerals of victims 
matching Miss Turner’s de¬ 
scription are held. 

Mr Turnbull added: “All I 
can do is to say that 1 will 
move heaven and earth to 


assist the investigation so that 
we first get Joan Turners body* 
bade, to this country and 
secondly locate Karina's body. 
I am deeply upset. 1 haw no 
idea where Karina’s body is." 

He expressed his deepest 
sympathy for the relatives. "1 
can imagine them feeling deep 
distress and anger and I can 
hardly imagine a situation for 
them which could hare been 
worse. First of all their family 
were murdered in terrible 
circumstances but on top of 


that there is this added 
difficulty.*' 

Last night Laurence 
Whinon, Shaunnah’s grandfa¬ 
ther. called the authorities 
who nu$cd up the bodies 
“blundering fools". He put 
some of the blame on Joan 
Turner's nephew. Ken 
Eobemhaw. an inspector with 
West Yorkshire Police, who he 
said had identified his aunt 
and Karina. 

Mr Whitt on said: “That 
inspector identified them and 


it’s their name on the death 
certificate. There has been a 
cock-up. We just want to put 

them to rest so we can return 
to some kind of normality." 

Mr Turnbull said the bodies 
had been identified under the 
jurisdiction of the West 
London coroner. Dr John Bur¬ 
ton, after they were flown to 
Heathrow. He said: "The pro¬ 
cess of identification by visual 
means is always upsetting, 
distressing and difficult, even 
in the best of circumstances. 


These were not the best of 
circumstances. The subjects 
had been dead for some days 
and transported a long dis¬ 
tance. They had been mur¬ 
dered and obiously suffered 
fatal gun injuries. 

"There are similarities be¬ 
tween people of varying ages. 1 
can understand h happening 
and I do nor offer any criticism 
of the person who did the 
identification." 

A colleague of Inspector 
Robertshaw ai the West York¬ 
shire Police HQ in Wakefield 
said: “He is distraught. How 
would you feel?" 
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Internet ban 
on ‘domain 
names’ sales 


By Adrian Lee 
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TWO businessmen were 
banned yesterday freon regis¬ 
tering Internet addresses 
based on the names of leading 
companies for . their own 
profit 

In a dear warning to others, 
a High Court judge said that 
the practice; which is wide-, 
spread on the Internet, would 
not be tolerated. 

Richard Conway and Julian 
Nicholson, both 23b speciali¬ 
sed in registering "domain 
names” such as 
."ladbrokes.com", which are 
the essential part of locating 
websites. The pair registered 
the names for a few pounds 
and intended to sell them to 
the companies involved for 
large sums, the court was told. 

Deputy Judge Jonathan 
Sumption, QC, granted in¬ 
junctions to five companies — 
Ladbrokes, BT, Virgin Enter¬ 
prises. J. Samsbury and 
Marks &' Spencer — arid 
ordered die two men to pay 
£65,000 costs. 

Mr Conway and Mr Nichol¬ 
son and their businesses. One 
in a Million. Global Media 


C omm unications and Junic. 
registered the names and of¬ 
fered them for sale in much 
the same way as company 
registration agents. 

The court heard that Mr 
Conway wrote to Burger King 
offering la sell them the name 
‘‘burgerking.co.uk.” for 
E2S.000 plus VAT. otherwise it 
would be available for sale to 
any other interested party. 

The judge stressed the mere 
registration of a name was 
not. in itself, passing-off or 
infringement of a trade mark. 
But the obvious threat was 
there and injunctions should 
be granted to prevent it 
Other names offered 
by Global included 
“macdonalds.co.uk” and 
“thetimes.co.uk", “spice- 
girls.net” and 

"buddnghampalacenrg” 

The judge also directed the 
men to take steps to have the 
disputed names assigned to 
the complaining companies. 

Mr Conway, who thought 
up the idea with Mr Nicholson 
at university, said they were 
considering appealing. 


JEFFJ. MITCHELL 



A red panda enh, one of two 
born at Edinburgh Zoo in July, 
explores its enclosure yeste rda y. 
The rare pair, a female and a male, 
whose numbers are threatened 
by the destruction of their natural 
habitat, still do not have names 
and zoo staff banc launched a 


Firefox of China views its northern world 


competition to name them. 

Karen Howktt, their keeper, told 
of her defied with her charges. 
“We’re so pleased. The cubs only 
started to emerge from their 


cubbing dens in October. Now 
they're coming out every day. 
exploring their enclosure, 
learning to elimh the trees, playing 
with each other, and eating 


bamboo and fruit" In the wild 
they live in forests in China, 
northern India. Nepal and 
Burma. Being much smaller and 
more agile than their giant 


panda cousins, they can dimb 
steeper slopes and live at higher 
altitudes. Although bamboo is 
their staple food they eat the 
occasional egg or small bird. 
The Chin esc were so entranced 
with their titian-coknired coats 
that they called them firefoxes. 
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Vet hopes 
for appeal 
after note 
* discovered 


By Richard Ford 

A VET serving life for the 
murder of his tyjfe has had his 
case referred back to the Court 
of Appeal after the disawery of 
a note suggesting she intended 
to kffl. herselt Ryan James, 42, 
has consistently daixned' that 
his wife committed suicide but 
made it look like murder.. 

The note was discovered in 
March 199b fry the woman he 
had married in jail in an old 
copy of the Veterinary Record. 
It read: “Ryan, I leave you 
absolutely nothing but this 
note — if. you find it in time, 
Sam." Sam was his wife 
Sandra's pet name. 

The note expresses her bit¬ 
terness at learning of her 
husband’s affair with Cather¬ 
ine Crooks, who married Mr 
James four months after his 
1995 conviction: Handwriting 
and forensic experts have am- 
firmed that the note was 
written by Sandra Janies. - 

Yesterday the Criminal 
Cases Review Commission re¬ 
ferred the case back to the Ap¬ 
peal Court A letter to Jameses 
lawyer concluded: “We consid¬ 
er there is a real possibility 
that his conviction would not 
be upheld on a referral." The 
note was evidence that had not 
been considered at the trial or 
at an earlier hearing at the 
Appeal Court in 1996. 

James, who denied murder, 
was convicted at Stafford. 
Crown Court; he had poisoned 
his wife with a drug used to 
anaesthetise horses, appar¬ 
ently because be wanted.to 
collect her life insurance, to 
support his new life with Ms 
Crooks. 



in clients’ cash 


By Paul Whittaker 


A PARTNER in a City firm of 
accountants who swindled the 
funds of his rich and famous 
clients to wager more than -£7 
million on horse races was 
jafied for two and a half years 
yesterday. 

In all Alan Lewis, 45, unem¬ 
ployed of Golden Green, 
northwest London, gambled 
£7,049,838 over six years for 
the overall loss of E391JS3L He 
swindled his clients, including 
a member of the Electric Light 
Orchestra, another British 
Eighties - pop - band 
Londonbeat and former Brit¬ 
ish Olympic cyclist Malcolm 
EJfion. He had acted as their 
tax advisor. 

Although an unqualified 
accountant, Lewis was rated 
.so highly that Mayfair tax 
specialists GeUand, Rennert. 
Ffcldman and Brown Interna¬ 
tional sought special permis¬ 
sion from tiie Institute of 
Chartered Accountants to en¬ 
able him to jean as a partner in 
1987. The company, with of¬ 
fices across America, handles 
the British touring companies 
of such stars as Michael 
Jackson. Bon Jovi and Billy 
Joel. 

Mr Martyn Bowyer, for foe 
prosecution, said at South¬ 
wark Crown Court that, the 
full loss to the firm as a result 
of Lewis’s dishonesty was £1.4 
million, part’ of which has 
been recovered by insurance 
claims. He said Lewis had 
gambled all the money away 
and that he had no assets. 

Mr . Bowyer said Lewis 
needed to •juggle" huge sums 


of money to disguise what was 
going on. He attempted to 
cover his tracks by making 
false entries in the books. 

Ian Bourne, for the defence, 
said his client was a “patho¬ 
logical gambler" and not a 
seeker of the trappings of 
wealth. There was no evidence 
of fast firing or of tiie purchase 
of expensive status symbols. 
“Every penny he could get his 
hands on went- to the 
bookmakers." 

- Hardly a day went by 
“when Lewis did not put in a 
beta! the bookmakers". Lewis 
began gambling at 12 and 
sport his spare time studying 
the bloodline of racehorses. 

In sentencing Lewis. Judge 
Paul Ftxke, QC, said: “You 
betrayed tire trust of the firm 
you worked for and the trust of 
your clients." 
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RAF man 
denies 
car crash 
deception 

By Michael Horsnell 


THE RAF officer accused of 
murdering his wife for the love 
of a young Serbian interpreter 
yesterday denied that he was 
“play-acting" to escape justice. 

Squadron-Leader Nicholas 
Tucker tokl Norwich Crown 
Court it was untrue that he 
had tried to deceive emergen¬ 
cy services attending the scene 
of a car crash he is alleged to 
have faked in a river to dispose 
of his wife. He said he coaid 
not remember details of the 
accident which ended with his 
wife, CarqL 52. drowning in 
the River Lark in Suffolk. 

He denied that he had 
placed himself in the water, 
apparently unconscious, after 
first throttling her and then 
manhandling her body out of 
the car. He went on to offer a 
new explanation for blood¬ 
stains. alleged to be his. found 
on her side of their Ford Fiesta 
after tire accident on the night 
of July 21.1995. 

Mr Tucker said the stains 
on her half of the dashboard 
and on her door could have 
been caused when he cut his 
hand removing a dog gate 
from rbe car two or three days 
before her death. The prosecu¬ 
tion alleges that the Mood was 
transferred from a cut to his 
forehead as he tugged her out 
of the vehicle. 

He admitted that he had not 
mentioned his explanation to 
police. Mr Tucker. 46. denies 
murdering his wife after de¬ 
veloping a fascination for 
Dijana Dudokovic. 21, whom 
he met while serving as a UN 
military observer in Bosnia. 

The trial continues. 


Voice of racing makes one last call 



By Richard Evans, racing correspondent 


Sir Fetes conce rned J 

for racehorses* welfare 


SIR PETER CTSULLEVAN, 
the “Voice of Racing" for half 
a century, made an impas¬ 
sioned plea on behalf of 
racehorses’’weifore Last night 
as he prepared to deliver his 
final BBC commentaiy at 
Newbury this afternoon. 

The legendary commenta-. 
for. whose gravelly tones and 
-rapid style of delivery have 
endeared him to generations 
of racing fens, wants jockeys 
to to- use an aircushioned 
whip that does not hurt horses 
or inflict injury. He also 
called on the sport to fuod a 
gproop-of.rehabilitation cen¬ 
tres where racehorses could 


go at the end of their racing 
careers and be refrained as 
police horses; used in riding 
stables, or for hunting. 

More than 20,000 people 
are expected at Newbury this 
afternoon as Sir Peter, 79, 
who delivered his first tele¬ 
vision commentary at Kemp- 

ton in 1946. gives his final 
commentary in the Hennessy 
Cognac Gold Cup. 

About 50 horses die «3ch 
year either raring or training, 
while hundreds suffer inju¬ 
ries. There is just one centre 
— in Cumbria - devoted 
exclusively to rehabilitating 
racehorses, but that has onfy 


ten boxes and is reliant on 
donations. “There should be 
official funding from racing’s 
coffers. The important thing is 
to make provision before the 
thoroughbred starts on that 
slippery slope down the lad¬ 
der." Sir Peter said. 

He said riders should start 
using an air-cushioned whip 
designed by Jim Mahon. “It 
makes a noise and the horse 
would know he had been hit. 
but it can't inflict surface 
damage or, as the curr ent 
whip does, damage beneath 
the skiri." 

Simon Barnes, page 43 



ff you’re a Jack Careers drinker we'd Bee to hear from you. How abaft dropping us a fine at the Jack Daniel DbtSery, Lynchburg, Tennessee 37352 USA. 

THIEVES AND SCOUNDRELS used this Tennessee limestone 
cave as a hideout. We believe it serves a nobler purpose today. 

This cave, and the natural spring in it, can be found at 
Jack. Daniel Distillery. And every drop of water we use 
to make our Tennessee Whiskey comes from right 
here. You see, it’s iron-free, and iron is the enemy of 
good whiskey. There are plenty of fine hiding places 
in these parts. But after a sip of Jack Daniel’s, you’ll 
know why we’re so partial to this one. 


JACK DANIEL’S TENNESSEE WHISKEY 
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Quiet majority 
invoked to 
silence hounds 


•V i 


Souicw BaO/(i Hunting DMctory 


By James Landale and Polly Newton 


MICHAEL FOSTER claimed 
the support of the British 
people and called on the 
House of Commons to stand 
up for “the quiet majority” 
when he introduced his anti- 
hunting BiU yesterday. Mr 
Foster told a packed chamber 
that he had received 10,000 
lerrers from across the country 
supporting the Bill. 

Opening the debate on the 
Wild Mammals (Hunting 
with Dogs) BiU. the Labour 
MP for Worcester said: “The 
aim of this Bill is to protect 
wild mammals from cruelty 
and from the unnecessary 
pain and suffering inflicted in 
the name of a so-called sport." 

He quored witnesses w-ho 
described how' a pack of 
hounds “savaged” a pregnant 
vixen. One of them, Eric 
Griffin. 71. had said: “It is the 
worst thing 1 have seen in my 
life. The hounds were totally 
oui of control and tearing at 
the vixen. Three cubs spilled 
out. They were fully devel¬ 
oped. 2 saw the dogs ear one of 
them." 

Mr Foster's Bill did not 
cover shooting and fishing. 
Challenged by Tory MPS why 
he felt fishing was no less 
cruel, he said: “I don't believe 
for one moment thar any 
reasonable person in this 
countiy actually thinks fishing 
and hunting with dogs have 
anything in common.” 

In hare-coursing, the grey¬ 
hound and lurchers caught 
rhe hare quickly, “but they 
then use the hare as a living 
tug-of-war rope, pulled be¬ 
tween them”. 

The cruellest form of hunt¬ 
ing was the pursuit of deer 
with hounds. He admitted 
that “the sight of a full field of 
horses and hounds is abso¬ 
lutely thrilling" and “part of 
English history. The fieldcraft 
of a huntsman is remarkable 
and the skill of rhe hounds 
marvellous to watch.” Bur 
studies showed that “lengthy 
hunts with hounds impose 
extreme stress on red deer and 
are likely to cause them great 
suffering". 

Mr Foster denied that fox¬ 


hunting controlled a pest. 
More than 80.000 foxes were 
shot each year while only 
11000 were killed by hunts. 
Foxhounds were bred for 
stamina to prolong the chase 
and he rejected claims that the 
kill was quick. 

Mr Foster said that many 
hunts operated near schools 
and often shocked children. 
Draghunting was an effective 
alternative. 

“How can we pass judg¬ 
ment on Pakistan, where they' 
set dogs onto bears, or on 
Spanish bullfighting, when we 
in this country allow dogs to 
be set upon deer?" he told 
MPs. “I urge you all to stand 
proud, to make your mark in 
this House, to vote to end the 
unnecessary, the cruel, the 
outdated practice of hunting 
with dogs." 

When Mr Foster referred to 


61 urge 
you, stand 
proud to 
end this 
cruel and 
outdated 
practice 9 


his postbag of10.000 anti-hunt 
letters, James Gray (C, Wilt¬ 
shire North) intervened to say 
that he had received 2.374 
letters from his constituents, 
with only 467 against the Bill. 

Alan Beith (Lib Dem, Ber¬ 
wick-upon-Tweed) said the ar¬ 
gument against hunting was 
not strong enough to send 
people to prison and to destroy 
local communities. 

He told hunt opponents: 
“What you are doing is mak¬ 
ing common criminals out of 
people who are engaged in an 
activity which has been en¬ 
gaged in for hundreds of years 
and who, in all other respects, 
are regarded as responsible 


members of society.” Douglas 
Hogg (C Sleaford and North 
Hykeham), the former Agri¬ 
culture Minister, said that 
hunting was no different from 
fishing and shooting in that all 
involved some degree of suf¬ 
fering. “They are either all of 
them right or none of them are 
right. I happen to believe that 
all of them are right.” 

Sir Richard Body (C, Bos¬ 
ton and Skegness) said drag¬ 
hunting would not be able to 
absorb all the former hunting 
enthusiasts if the Bill were 
passed. The grassland needed 
for this sport was becoming 
increasingly rare and farmers 
were not willing to allow more 
than one draghunt on their 
land each season. 

Andrew Bennett (Lab, Den¬ 
ton and Reddish) warned the 
House of Lords not to block 
the Bill if it received a dear 
majority. “They should think 
very carefully before they de¬ 
feat the will of the people." 

Kevin McNamara (Hull 
North) urged the Government 
to find time for the Bill to pass 
through Parliament. “This is 
one occasion when new Lab¬ 
our can take a lesson from old 
Labour — listen to the voice of 
the House, see what the nature 
of the majority is, and then 
supply die time.” 

I Jin Golding (Lab. New¬ 
castle-under-Lyme) said the 
Bill was wrong because it 
would damage attempts to 
control mink. "These are the 
nastiest and most destructive 
animals in the country," she 
said. 

Alan Clark (C, Kensington 
and Chelsea) said he had 
always been committed to 
animal welfare, but believed 
the BiU was poorly drafted 
and would give the police too 
much power. 

“It is not an exaggeration to 
say that on the literal terms of 
this BUI, a family that goes to 
the park with a dog and their 
children' and are reported as 
possibly being about to use 
that dog to chase a wild 
mammal, like a"squirrel, can 
not only have their dog im¬ 
pounded and ... disposed of 


Distinctive cottar: Scarlet 
Evening dress None. 

Kennels Bflsdale. Yorkshire Dales. 20 
paire of fell hounds. 

Subscribes*: 40 paying £195 a year 
each. Day viators pay £25.. 

Mont days: Tues and Sat 
History: Claims id fie oldest foxhunt in 
Britain. Founded In 1555 by second 
Duke of Buckingham foxhunt who 
caused a scandaUv UvtTTg operfiy with 

the Countess of Shrewsbury after killing 
her husband in a dual. Terrain rough, 
mainly moorland and forestry. 


BRAMHAM MOOR 


Distinctive collar. None. 

Evening dress: Red, wnhe facings, sliver 
buttons. 

Kennels: Bramham, West Yorkshire. 33 
pairs of hounds. 

Subscribers: 90 paying £29O£5Q0 
each a year. Day visitors pay £35450. 
Hunt days: Wed and Sat 
History: Founded between 1740 and 
1750. Country lies In West and North 
Yorkshire, with a mixture of grassland 
with stnna walls, woodland and 
ploughed land with ditches. 
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Distinctive collar: Blue velvet. 

Evening dress: White facings, blue 
velvet collar. 

Kennels: Thorpe Audlin, West Yorkshire. 
25 pairs of hounds. 

Subscribers 65 paying £485 a year 
each. Day visitors pay £40. 

Hunt days Tues and Sat 
History: Dates from 1720-35. Country 
lies wholly In Yorkshire, stretching from 
Pen nines to Humber at Gode. Enjoys 
good support from local farmers and 
landowners. 


Dfsttncthrs collar: Nona. 

Evening dress: Red, light blue facings, 
hunt buttons. 

Kennels: Melton Mowbray, 

Leicestershire. 

SubscfflKfs; 400 paying £250£L250 a 
year each. Day visitors pay £130. 

Hunt days Mon. Tues, Fri and SaL i 
History: Dates from 1698. Country lies 
In Leicestershire with a few coverts In 
Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire, 
covering an area 28 miles east to west 
and 20 miles north to south. A favourite 
hunt of the Prince of Wales. 


215500 people a year estimated to hunt or 
fellow hounds on toot20,000 hounds take part 
In 2Z220 hunting fixtures. About 50,000 
homes. 8 per cent of total, regularly hunt Hunts 
emplqy 9l0 people directly. A further 14*300 
jobs estimated to depend on hunting, including; 
those of vets, faniere, sable staff and people t 

employed In the feed, saddlery, clothing, \ 

horsebox, garage and hotel trades. Annual 
expenditure on hunting put at £175 mlllton. f 
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" Distinctive cottar: Green {master and 
hu rtt servants oniy)- 
Evenlng drew Scarlet coat, primrose 
feange and breeches. 

Kabnets: Duns, Borders. 25 pairs of 

jSSSbeta: 60 (some part-ti me) pa ying 
£200-£A5O a year each. Day visitors pay , 
£35. 

Kent days foes and Sat_ 

History: Hunt known id have esstfid as 
early as 1740. Very varied countiy 
covering almost 360 square miles, 
ranging from heather htffe. through open 
stock fanning to predominantly arable 


H010ERNESS 


DtetineHve codor: Primrose yeflc* ifedy 
masters and secretary only). 

Evening dress; Red doth dress coat, 
white silk fedngJ, hurt buttons. 
KanMbe Beveriey. East Yorkshire. 35 
cwirs of hounds. 

Subscribers: 60 paying £515-£545 a 
year ear*. Day visitors pay £40. 

Hunt days foes and Sat. 

History: Founded In 172a Covers area 
stretching 50 miles from north to south 
and 40 mfles east to west m East 
Yorkshire. Predominantly arable land 
whh drainage ditches. Good horse and 
bold riders required. . 
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BROCKLES5Y 


Distinctive cottar: None. 

Evwriog drew Red. white waistcoat, 
hunt buttons. 

Kennels: Brocklesby, Lincolnshire. 40 
pairs of hounds. 

Subscribers: 125 paying £330-£395 a 
year each. Day visitors pay £30. 

Kent days: Wed end SaL 
History: Formed in 1713 by The Pelham 
family (the Earls of Yarborough) and has 
been hunted by them throughout its 
history. Country runs from the Humber 
estuary to Market Rasen. Fast gaBops 
over open wold. 


'Y) BERKELEY 


Uniform: Yellow cloth with green collar 
(masters and hunt servants only) 
Evening drew Dark blue, dark blue 
velvet collar, maroon facing. 

Kennels: Berkeley, Gloucestershire. 35 
pains of hounds. 

Subscribers: 200 paying £300-£1.500 
a year each. Day visitors pay £80-£100. 
Hunt days: Wed and SaL 
History: Hounds kept at Berkeley since 
12 th century, at first to hunt stag and 
buck. Switched to foxhunting in 18th 
century. Hounds and kennels still owned 
by Berkeley family. Country lies In 
Gloucestershire and Avon. Obstacles 
Include, banks, ditches, hedges and 
stone walls. 


but also their car, and find 
themselves subject to draconi¬ 
an fines." 

Mr Clark said that the Bill 
made no attempt to tackle the 
suffering endured by animals 
in laboratories and on factory 
farms. “It is a distraction from 
the real and fundamental 
issues of animal welfare which 
need daily to receive attention 
and correction.” 




4-) BURTON 


Distinctive collar: None. 

Evening dress: Red, with white silk 
facings, hunt buttons. 

KfmnebK Rfeahofme. Lincolnshire. 26 
pairs of hounds. 

Subscribers: 50 paying £400-£500 a 
year each. Day viators pay £25. 

Hunt days Wed and SaL 
History: In existence since 1672. Hunt 
country lies in northern part of. 
Lincolnshire. Ones covered a much 
larger area. Arabia land with ditches and 
dykes as main obstacles. 


WHAT THE HOUNDS HUNT. 

Foxhounds: 196 packs. Huntsman mounted, apart from small number of packs tallowed on 
toert Like other types of hounds, follow prey by scant rather than sight 
£ Harriers: 18 packs. Hunt hares and foxes. FaDowats mounted. 

A Beagles: 74 packs. Hunt hares. Foot followers only. 

★ Basset hounds: 11 packs. Hunt hares. Foot followers only. 

O Mink haunda: 19 packs. Bred from remnant of original otter-hunting stock. Foot followers. 
| Staghounda: 3 pecks. Trained to hunt deer. Mounted followers. 

A Bloodhounds: u pecks. Follow scent of human runner. Hunt mounted. 

[~1 Draghounds: 17 pacta. No live prey. Follow artificial seemed trail Mounted followers. 


s) PUCKEFJIPGE 


Di s t in ctive count: None. 

Evening dress: Red eoaL No special 
facings 

Kennels: Buntingford, Hertfordshire. 35 
pairs of hounds. 

Subscribers: 60 paying-£60-£600 a 
year each. Day visitors pay £25-£50. . 
Hunt days: Wed and SaL 
History: Dates from 1725. Country 
straddles Hertfordshire, Essex and 
Cambridgeshire. Numerous banks end 
blind ditches require skilled riding on 
well-bred horses. 
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MICHAEL HESELTINE 
told MPs that a ban on 
hunting would not save a 
single animal and would 
damage rural communities. 
Leading opposition to the 
Bill, the former Deputy 
Prime Minister said that the 
measure displayed a “streak 
of intolerance" in the Lab¬ 
our Party. 

He declared that al¬ 
though he did not hunt be 
did shoot and fish, and 
claimed .tint the BUI was 
part of a plan by the animal 
welfare lobby to ban these 
sports in the future. 

Mr Heseliine (C Henley) 
said that the BiU allowed the 


flushing out of foxes, which 
constituted an admission 
that alternatives to hunting 
with hounds, such as sboot-< 
ing or snaring, could not 
guarantee the tailing of 
foxes. 

The rich would not suffer 
from the BUI, he said, 
because they would go 
abroad to hunt, but work¬ 
ing-class people would be 
banned. “How is it that a 
party which spends most of 
its life arguing about the 
creation of jobs, in one 
piece of legislation is going 
to decimate the jobs 
throughout some of the 
more remote and fragile 



Michael Hesettine, left, 
and. John Glimmer 

economies in the countryt” 
asked Mr Heseltme. 

John Gammer (C, Suffolk 
Coastal), the former Envir¬ 
onment Secretary, said that 
other methods of calling 
foxes were “cruel and less 
effective. In the hum; the 


quarry is other JdDcd or not 
killed.? The Bill was not he 
riaimed, about cruelty, oth- 
erwiseAiipponents rof hunt¬ 
ing would be just as con¬ 
cerned about the welfare of 
rats.' “It's an issue of 
sentimentality.” 

Accusing Labour of want¬ 
ing to protect pregnant fox¬ 
es while supporting greater 
abortion rights, he said.-*T 
find the co mm ents made 
about pregnant foxes come 
ill from the party opposite, 
which votes one week to 
protect the fox, and to kill 
babies the next week.” 

He added: "In a civilised 
society, you do allow people 
to do things which you don't 
approve of yourself” 
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THE TIMES SATURDAY NOVEMBER 29 1997 



By Polly Newton . 
POUnCAL REPORTER 


TWO of Parliament's most 
independent-minded women. 
Ann Widdecombe -and Kate 
Hoey, risked the wrath of party 
colleagues with impassioned 
speeches from unexpected 
sides of the hunting debate. 

Miss Widdecombe. Conser¬ 
vative MP for Maidstone and 
The Weald, delighted labour 
backbenchers with a vigorous 
attack on hunting with hounds, 
after Ms Hoey, Labour MP for 
Vauxhall won the respect of 
many Tories for her eloquent 
opposition lo a ban. Hie dash 
defied conventional wisdom 
about the politics of hunting 
and showed the strength of 
feeling on both sides. 

Ms Hoey told the House the 
sad tale of two guinea pigs 
which had been killed by a fax 
two nights ago barely a mile 
from Westminster. Ms Hoey, 
who was bom an a small farm 
and brought up in the country, 
said she had never hunted 
“but I do understand the 
reasons far it and the benefits 
it can bring to rural 
communities". 

She was a supporter of 
animal welfare, she said, but 
“I have a very vivid memory of 
the sight early arte morning in 
the fields of a sea of white 
feathers all over the grass — 
the result of a fox excursion 
into the chicken house — not 
just one to eat but every single 
one routed and killed. So don't 
give me any more romantic 
ideas of the pretty little inno¬ 
cent foxes. They are pests and 
they need to be controlled." 

She said that many woods 
and hedgerows would be de¬ 
stroyed were hunting banned. 
Farmers would put up barbed 
wire to divide fields because it 
was the cheapest option. 

Ms Hoey had Tory MPs 
roaring with approval when 
she said: "I cannot understand 
a country that prides it- 
on its pluralism and toler- 


robwuaves 



Martyrs’ death for guinea pigs 


B> Pali Whittaker 


Hester Cooper with the body of Tufty, killed by a fox 


HESTER COOPER'S pet guinea 
pigs — slaughtered by a fox within 
a bugle call of the Houses of 
Parliament three days ago — 
became the unlikely martyrs of 
pro*hwn< campaigners during the 
Commons debate yesterday. 

Members who voted for tbe ban 
were made to fed they had the !* 
blood of Surprise, a smooth white 
twoyearold. and Tufty, nine 
months and furry Made on their 
hands as Kate Hoey. a rare animal 
indeed as one of the few Labour 
M Ps to oppose the Bill to ban fox¬ 
hunting. informed the House of 
their untimely deaths on Wednes¬ 
day afternoon in her constituency 
of Vauxhall across the riser in 
South London. 

Hester, 11. was mourning the 
loss of her two favourite pets 
yesterday. “It's very upsetting." she 
said. "1 lost another guinea pig 
three years ago to a fox." 

Hester, a student at St Paul's 
Girls’ School Hammersmith, said 
she was glad the matter had been 
raised in Parliament and hoped 
her pets' deaths would not be in 
vain. 

"People should know that even 
if tlxy do ban hunting. It will not 
stop the foxes in London," she said. 



Surprise, left and Tufty in their hutch in the Coopers’ garden 


'They are not killed here but 
captured and released in the 
country, where they can cause 
harm to other animals such as new¬ 
born lambs." 

Hester's sister. Daisy. 14. discov¬ 
ered the bodies after returning 
home from scfaooL Although no 
one saw the culprit, their mother. 
Janet, said she knew that a fox was 
to blame; "Their smell is 
everywhere." 

The family’s hounds — well 
three pet dogs — were locked up at 
tire time and unable to fend oft the 
attacker, who got into the guinea 
pigs* cage, biting the neck of one. 
Today Hester will bury Surprise in 


the back garden where be once 
roamed with Tufty, whose remains 
have not been found. 

Mrs Cooper, who has lived in 
Vauxhall for 22 years, said that 
foxes were becoming a menace in 
the area after killing many pets 
and digging up the gardens of 
residents. 

"An old lady around the corner 
found a fox in her bedroom after it 
came in through the cat door." she 
said. "It did a mess in her bedroom 
and another in the kitchen. Their 
mess is very, very smelly. 

"We regularly see foxes running 
op and down our gardens and 
digging up plants. It is very 


upsetting. We have regular meet¬ 
ings to discuss the fox problem." 

Mrs Cooper, who said that her 
husband and children had taken 
part in foxhunts, accused Michael 
Foster, M P for Worcester, sponsor 
of the Private Member’s Bill to ban 
hunting with dogs, of conducting a 
publicity sfunL 

"We have a very urban Parlia¬ 
ment I'm sure Mr Foster wouldn't 
mind if it were rats were being 
chased by dogs, because they aren't 
quite as cute as foxes," she said. 

Mrs Cooper, a mother of three, 
added that she believed foxbunting 
was the most humane way of 
controlling foxes. "The bounds will 
either JdU them or they won't They 
are not wounded. The trouble with 
foxes in towns is that their only 
predator is man. and nobody will 
kill them. They are very effective 
breeders, having two to three cubs 
a year. 

"1 believe in the balance of 
nature. I don't think foxes should 
be made extinct but they need to be 
controlled, not only in tbe country 
but also here in the city." 

Hester said she did not attend 
hunts for the fun of killing a fox. 
but because she enjoyed riding her 
horse and seeing the countryside. 
"The fox dies within three sec¬ 
onds." she said. 


sel 


ance ... can be so prqudiced 
against its rural inhabitants." 

Miss Widdecombe. the 
former Prisons Minister, en¬ 
hanced her reputation as a 
skilled Commons performer 
and formidable opponent 
with a speech that brought ap¬ 
plause from the. Labour 
benches and a rebuke from the 
Deputy Speaker for those MPs 
who had dared to clap in the 
Chamber. 

When pro-hunt MPs laugh¬ 
ed, as she spoke of the terror of 


the pursued animal she said: 
"They laugh at iL The deer 
when it is running, when it 
can fed the hounds dosing in, 
when it knows its strength is 
not going' to last — that is 
uproariously funny. 

"Why don't those who actu¬ 
ally are in favour of this Bill 
take a trip to Kenya, stand in a 
lion reserve, unprotected, and 
see if they enjoy the hunL I 
might enjoy watching iL" 

Conceding that foxes could 
be cruel, she asked: "Does that 


How the world has 
outfoxed Britain 


From Ben Macintyrb in Paris and Roger Boyes in bonn 


BRITAIN appears-alone in 
seeking to abandon the. anr- 
cient hunting ritual with- its 
hunting pink and pack* of 
hounds. s" 

The French are’ wildly en¬ 
thusiastic, America can mus- - . 
ter a surprising 163 packs of 
hounds and there are 23 packs 
in Australia and 13 in Canada. 
South Africa has two packs 
and Kenya and India one 
each. ' ■ ••’ 

Killing animals for sport in 
France is a right enshrined in 
the Revolution, a pastime to 
which artisrtocrats and peas¬ 
ants are equally wedded. It is 
tradition that politicians 
tamper with at their peril. 
There are 1.5 million hunt 


enthusiasts of all types in 
France, more than any other 
European country and almost 
. three times as many as in 
Britain. frtTrahce almost any¬ 
time ihaf flies, runs, hops or 
swims is huntEd and — almost 
always — -consumed in a 
heavy sauce. 

In a recent study, sociolo¬ 
gists Michel and Monique 
Pinion found that French stag 
hunters, numbering some 
66.000 in total, included 
"dukes and bankers along 
with street sweepers and post¬ 
al workers". Fully 50,000 
French people - turn out to, 
watch and applaud the hunt at 
least once a year, but never 
climb on a horse themselves. 
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The Pinsons’, threeyear. study 
concluded that hunting has 
never been more popular in 
France^ . v - 

The French routinely defy 
EU regulations oh when and 
what to hunt" and any at¬ 
tempts to restrict hunting, 
however tentative, have beat 
met with strenuous and vocal 
opposition as an assault on 
French rural tradition. • 

in Germany, hunting on 
horseback is rare and the 
sport is confined to the killing 
of animals with guns. About 
8,000 people a year pass the 
hunting examination. Candi¬ 
dates must knew' about ani¬ 
mal biology, the different 
woodland species, trees, ani¬ 
mal excrement how to keep a 
gun dean, read tracks, gun 
law and environmental poli¬ 
cies. Some hunting songs also 
have to be memorised. 

The average annual bag is 
one million roe deer, 330,000 
wild boar, 66,000 red deer. 
35,000 fallow deer. Tens of 
thousands of foxes are killed 
but exact numbers not 
available. 

Among the most famous 
German hunt enthusiasts was 
Hermann Goering, who burnt 
down 100 Polish villages to 
make a nicely sized hunting 
terrain in the Bialowice for¬ 
ests. Goering’s last bag. on his 
German estate, was four bi¬ 
son, shot in April 1945 as the 
Russians were moving into 
Berlin. 

Foxhunting in the full Eng¬ 
lish tradition still nourishes in 
northern Virginia. New Sat¬ 
urday in the small town of 
MidcUeburg, the local hunt 
resplendent in scarlet and 
accompanied by foxhounds, 
will ride down the main street 
at the head of the Christmas 
parade before taking off 
across the fields in search of a 
fox. 

“I'm really surprised that 
England is trying to outlaw 
foxhunting," said John Kelly, 
a patrolman with Middleburg 
police. He suggested that Brit¬ 
ons bereft of their sport would 
be welcome to join die wealthy 
horsey set in Virginia. 



mean we take our standards 
from the fox? fs that the propo¬ 
sition? Thar because the fox 
eats a couple of guinea pigs in 
a very nasty way, we take our 
standards from the fax? I find 
it an amazing proposition.” 

The fundamental question 


was simple, she said. "Is 
hunting so wrong that we 
wish to abolish it? If it is, all 
else flows from that — we 
don’t need to be concerned 
about liberties to do wrong." 

Addressing the argument 
that a hunting ban would cost 


thousands of jobs, she re¬ 
marked: “If you abolish crime, 
you will pui all the police out 
of work. If we abolish ill- 
health. we will put all the 
nurses and doctors out of 
work. Is anybody seriously 
saying that we must preserve 


at all costs crime and iU-health 
because they keep people in 
jobs?" 

She concluded: "Prolonga¬ 
tion of terror is wrong. Those 
who practise it. when there are 
alternatives which are already 
widely practised, do wrong. 


Yes. the scenes of a hum are 
splendid — so splendid that 
they are all over my dining¬ 
room curtains — but they are 
powerful scenes of old Eng¬ 
land — and in old England, 
not in modern Britain, they 
belong." 


Goering; burnt down 100 
villages for hunting 
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Prior engagements keep 
half cabinet from House 


Gift 


LABOUR: TBMr padgatafd), DWuritart (Shed- 
firid BrigttsM), G Br o w n (DimtenrOno E), ■ 
TCMe (poattnwg# and Chrysori). HOohwi 
(Layton end- HtansteAd?, RCoafc {Lhrfngsttn). 

J Cttntnfng* ( Ett rington). 4 Cunningham (Cope¬ 
land). TEW*** (LWthgWr). Otteirar (jGaasgiwr. 
Arartestandj.-F Odbotw (Hdtoom anfrSt Pww).- 
F Doran M»mtaafrCsnnA. GDwwoody.pwra '• 
and Nut***, FFteUflSWtendJ.SGaibnlfc; 


S' ■ S -t-'W-v* ■: -.. - 

NO, JHeH (HinftoTT' N- and BeStsrtffl. C Short 
Pimwinam ladywood), ASmWl 9. 

PSn^fWertftwwkiiQ.jaraw^dtoM. 

B Wlboa '(Cunrnhara NJ r BlUWnton P®*' 
caster OrtwftrJWoiJWntfrti (Ctydsbank and 

■ -WW .k-v.W v s 

CONSERVATOR:: T-Salary- ^Banbury),’ 
PBottomleyMixthhg Yfi, TTBottamta^ (Surrey 
SWfc JButtefflfr (Bodowrioatfr WJ. S «*P2“ I 
fCNpphB Banal), A Ctofci(»Ba*gtbn aridCM- 
art;'MChUL'P^Mfr .MCoMihtBtwrt. 

URnt. (Woodaprifio). ■■ TjGonan /fBBmew).. 


By Nicholas Watt 


TONY BLAIR and four of his mosr senior 
colleagues headed a list of ten Cabinet 
minisrers prevented from voting by "long¬ 
standing engagements'’ (Nicholas Watt 
writes). 

They comprise half the Cabinet mem¬ 
bers who sir in the Commons. The Prime 


Minister, who is in favour of the ban, was 
in Bosnia. John Prescott, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, was in Australia before 
the Kyoto environment conference. Robirt 
Cook, the Foreign Secretary, was in 
Poland. Gordon Brown had wanted to 
vote in favour of the ban. but rushed off to 
his East Dunfermline constituency to try 
to save a high-tech investment in the 


town. Jack Straw, the Home Secretary, 
was in his Blackburn constituency. 

Jack Cunningham, the Agriculture 
Minister . was in Nottingham and Donald 
Dewar, the Scottish Secretary, was in 
Scotland. David Blunket, the Education 
Secretary, was in his Sheffield constituen¬ 
cy. Clare Short was in Brussels and Frank 
Dobson was in Plymouth. 
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MPS WHO VOTED FOR THE BAN 


LABOUH: D Abbott (Haduwy N and Stoke Nowngtooj, I 
Adams (Paisley Ml. N Alngar iCarmartfwn W and 
PambtokesWnj S). R Atasvrarth (Coventry MS. 0 
Meander (PaBtey S). G Allan (Natttngham N). D 
Anderson (Swansea E). J Andaraon fftoseondato and 
Darwen). H Armstrong (Durham NW). J Ashton 
(Bassetfawi. C Atherton (Falmouth & Camborne/. C 
Atfctos (Staffordshire Moorlands). J Austin (Erth and 
Thamsemaad). T Banks (West Ham). H Barms 
(Derbyshire NEl. K Barron pother Valley). J Battle 
(Leeds W>. H Bayta* /York Cdy). N Board (Berfeyhoath & 
Crayfordi, M Beckelt (Darby S). ABogg (Abordoen S). 8 
Bed (Middlesbrough). T Bonn (Chesterfield), A Bennett 
(Demon and Redd&hi. G Betirtnahem (St Halers S). R 
Berry (Wngswood). H Best (Lends NW), C Betts 
(ShatfiaW ABeicMfe). E Blackmon (Eiewoshj. H arw 
Blears fSattwd). fl BBzard (Waveney). P Boateng 
^rant S|. D Borrow (ftfebto SJ. K Bradley (Manchester 
Wkhingion). P Bradley (The WreWnj. B Bradshaw 
(Exetert. H Brtnton (Peterborough}. M Brown (Newcastle 
Upon Tyne E and Wattsend). R Brown iDunrfries). □ 
Browne (Kbnemock and Loudoun). K Buck (Regent's 
Park and Kensington N), R Burden (Brnninghan 
Northftetd). C Burgon (Bmotl. C Butter (Castle PoCrt). S 
Byers (Tyneside HI. R Cabom (Sheffiald Central!, A 
Campbell (Tynemouth). A Campbell (Cambridge). R 
Campbell iByib VaBeyi. D Caoipbett^tavours 
(Worturwonj, D Genevan (Falkirk VI), J Cent Opswtch). I 
Captbi (Hove). R Cssote (tMmbtedom. M Caton 
(Gower}. 1 Cawaav (Brigg end Goole), B Chapman 
(WvraJ S), D Chaytor (Bury North). M Cttbhokn 
(Edh*urgh N end Leith). J Church (Dagenham). M 
Ctepham (Barnsley W end Pmtstons). D Clerk (South 
Shields), L Clark (Edmbuigh Penttortds). P Clark 
(GUfingham), C Clarice (Normeh S). E Clarke (Midlo¬ 
thian), T Clarice (Northampton S). D Ctattamd (Tyne 


Budge). A Ciwyd (Cynon Valtey), V Cooker (Gedfing). A 
Coffey (Stockport). I Cotonian (Hammer sm ith and 
FuKtamj. A Caiman (Putney). II Cmrtariy (FaMt E). F 
Cook (Stockton N), Y Cooper [Po nte trad and 
Casflaftnd). R Corbett (EimUngham Ertflngton), J 
Cortryn (fcington N), J Canton (Bnstol E). J Cowlns 
(Newcastle upon Tyne Central). T Cox (TootoW), R 
Cranston (Dudley N), D Crausby (Bohan NE). A Crysr 
(Keighley). J Cnw (Hornchurch). L CunWfe (Lergh). J 
Cunningham (Coventry South), C Curtte-Thomas 
(Cro3by), A Darteig (Edinburgh Central), K DarvM 
(UpminsJer). V Devey (Bristol West), I Davidson 
(Gteagow PoOack). D Oevlea (LLmeff). O Davies 
(Croydon Central). R Davies (Caerphfty), T Davis 
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' NCOs have been suspended after an 

^ ■ Arab officer cadet complained his 
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presents failed to induce instructors 
to pass him, Michael Evans reports 


THREE senior NCOs who 
have been suspended during 
an investigation at the Royal 
Military Academy, Sand¬ 
hurst, are alleged" to have 
received gifts from foreign 
students that breached a limit 
of E50. The gifts are said to 
have included Rolex watches 
and cash. 

Seven NCOs are under 
investigation; the four others 
are continuing with their jobs 
at the Army's reaching college. 
If the allegations against them 
are proved, they are likely to 
face disci pUnaty action. 

The investigation follows a 
complaint by an officer cadet 
from an Arab royal family. He 
made it dear that he had 
handed over gifts on his 
personal understanding that 
they would persuade his NCO 
instructors to ensure that he 
passed out with good 
grades. • 

The -Royal Military Police 
Spedal Investigations Branch 
was brought in when the 
cadet, believed to be from a 



Denaro: Commandant 
for the past six weeks' 


British soldiers 


From Michael Theodoulou in Nicosia 


.***T> TWO British soldiers who had 
...re been absent without leave 
since October will be sen- 
: ’ fenced next 7 week for causing 
£2,000 damage to a five-star 
hotd in Cyprus. . 

Another British soldier is to 
' 2 i* be sentenced for a spate of 
* w burglaries on the island. A 
•:‘a fourth, who has been absent 
i ^ without leave since May, is 
^ : wanted in connection with the 
• '• burglaries. Ail four were serv- 
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ing with- the 1st Battalion 
King's ReginimL After drink¬ 
ing in several pubs. Privates 
Carl Townes and Philip 
Hughes, both 19, broke into 
the accounts office of the Palm 
Beach Howl and caused the 
damage, a court in Lamaca 
heard yesterday. Both had 
pleaded guilty. In a separate 
case. Private Keith Holly¬ 
wood, 23, pileaded guilty to 
four burglaries. 
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Gulf stale, was told lie had 
failed and would not be able to 
pass out ai die Sovereign's 
Parade. 

Ten per cent of the officer 
cadets who take part in the 
parade at three ceremonies a 
year come from overseas, 
many of them from Middle 
Eastern countries such as 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, 
the United Arab Emirates and 
Bahrain. 

It is a tradition in ihaz part 
of the world, and in Africa, for 
royal families and other ruling 
elites to send their sons to 
Sandhurst- It is also a tradi¬ 
tion, as part of their culture, to 
offer gifts as a mark of thanks 
to individual NCO instructors 
once they have completed 
their course. 

Famous foreigners trained 
at Sandhurst indude kings, 
princes, coup leaders and 
wealthy civilians. Among the 
latter was Dodi Fayed, sen of 
the Harrods owner and friend 
of Diana, Princess of Wales. 
Mr Fayed passed our from 
Sandhurst in 1974. 

The academy, whose Com¬ 
mandant for the past six 
weeks has been Major-Gener¬ 
al Arthur Denaro, a former 
SAS officer who commanded 
the Queen's Royal Irish Hus¬ 
sars in the Gulf War, is 
acutely aware of the gift- 
giving tradition and sets down 
strict rules about the condi¬ 
tions under which presents 
can be accepted. They state 
that while it is not prohibited 
to receive small gifts by way of 
thanks, anything that has a 
value of more than £50 has to 
be declared and retained by 
the Ministry of Defence. - / 

Although the allegations 
against me NCOs are being 
treated seriously — the three 
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Present.... chocolates!! 

suspended are believed to be 
colour sergeants — ft is accept¬ 
ed that an inadequate student 
who believes he can bribe his 
way into passing out at the 
Sovereign's Parade is deceiv¬ 
ing himself. 

One of the accused NCOs 
said: “It is nn different to 
giving rips in a restaurant or 
bunging the binman or post¬ 
man at Christmas. You don't 
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expect better service, it’s just a 
way of saying thanks. U is 
rubbish to say we were selling 
favours. The very fact that 
someone has complained that 
he didn't get the grades he 
expected is surely proof of 
that" 

He added; "If you were to 
look back, at the college's 200 - 
year history, 1 am sure you 

could find lots of aristocrats 
who have splashed cash about 
in the hope of improving their 
Iol But now it has come to 
light, some good instructors 
are going to end up being 
booted out of the Army just for 
accepting the gratitude of for¬ 
eign students who can well 
afford il" 

As a result of the military 
police investigation, several 
students from Arab countries 
who had passed out were 
interviewed. They disclosed 
that they’ had handed over 
gifts and the homes of all 
seven NCOs were searched. 
Army sources denied reports 
that the gifts involved cars or 
anything of such substantial 
value. 

The}’ also said that when 
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Ten per cent of the officer cadets passing out at the Sovereign's Parade at Sandhurst are from foreign countries 
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Arab students offered gifts or 
thanks, it was a matter of 
judgment whether it was ap¬ 
propriate to accept them. If 
they were small items, it 
would not be frowned upon. 
.Any gift such as a cold watch 
or cash would be a different 
matter. The last passing out 


parade was on August II. 
when Field Marshal Lord 
Bramall. former Chief of the 
Defence Staff, represented the 
Queen. Twenty-five overseas 
students passed out with a 
view-to being commissioned in 
the armed forces of their 
countries. They included 


Sheikh Salman Abdullah al 
Khalifa from Bahrain, Saleh 
Ghalib ai Quaiti from Saudi 
Arabia. Salem Abdullah al 
Dahmani from the United 
Arab Emirates, and Moham¬ 
med Ali Jaber al Marti from 
Qatar. 

The next parade will be on 
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Shades of 


yesteryear 

unearthed 


Forest of Dean 


ochre miners are 


back in business, 


reports Simon 


de Bruxelles 
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Ochre such as that mined by Jonathan Wright was used in Stone Age paintings. Modem examples, above, were produced on courses run by the ClearweU Caves museum 


THREE hundred feet below 
ground, in the bowels of 
Britain's only ochre mine, a 
man with a pickaxe chips 
away at a deposit of rose- 
coloured mineral. A few hand¬ 
fuls of precious powder are 
placed in a sack and the miner 
crawls back towards daylight. 

A revolution in DIY has 
created a demand for the 
pigment not seen since the 
Late Middle Ages as older 
homes are restored using the 
same techniques and materi¬ 
als with which they were builL 

Several large paint manu¬ 


facturers now boast “heritage" 
paints which claim to repro¬ 
duce the colours of the past. 
The National Trust and the 
Victoria and Albert Museum 
have each given their impri¬ 
matur to rival ranges. 

The resurgence of tradition¬ 
al p>ainting techniques using 
naturally occuring materials 
coincides with the growing 
interest in the "period'' end of 
the homes market reflected in 
television programmes such 
as The House Detectives and 
Channel 5's Period Rooms. 
The monthly magazine Period 


Living has increased its circu¬ 
lation 56 pier cent year on year 
to more than 100,000. Ama¬ 
teur restorers are once again 
using distempers, lime washes 
and other materials. 

They are reaping the benefit 
at the ClearweU Caves ochre 
mine near Cole ford in 
Gloucestershire. The caves 
were reopened to the public 30 
years ago as a museum, but 
the renewed demand for ochre 
means ClearweU is once again 
a working piL 

Ochre is an oxide of iron 
deposited millennia ago by 


mineral-rich waters percolat¬ 
ing through the limestone 
caverns below the Forest of 
Dean. Its earthy palette 
ranges through browns and 
reds to yellow and deep purple 
and its use as a pigment is as 
old as art itself. Ochre col¬ 
oured the lascaux cave paint¬ 
ings and medieval church 
frescoes, decorated the homes 
of Iron Age fanners and was 
used in the burial rituals of 
Stone Age man. 

Jonathan Wright, 37, is one 
of the Forest of Dean's few 
remaining Freeminers who. 



for more than 700 years, have 
enjoyed the right to extract 
minerals including iron ore 
and coal. He said: “Demand 


has grown by more than 25 
per cent in the past two years 
alone. People who have older 
houses want to use the old 
materials and modern paint 
ranges — even if they claim to 
be traditional colours — cant 
match it 

“Ochre is particularly ap¬ 
propriate to homes with a lot 
of wood and stone in them 
because it is a completely 
natural product It is also 
completely harmless, both to 
people and the environment" 

The mine produces just 
three or four tonnes of ochre a 


ij* Every business needs expert advice and information. At Business Link, we offer the widest range of business services 
available and you'll find we're more than familiar with the needs of businesses like yours. To contact the Business Link 
that serves your area, just call us on 0345 567 765 or visit us at www.buslnesslink.co.uk It's where you go from here. 
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year, which is sold in 250ml 
jars at £10 each. Production is 
carefully paced, as no one 
knows how much more is 
down there. 

Jane Knapp, an expert on 
decorative paint techniques 
who is working on the restora¬ 
tion of the banqueting hall at 
Longleat Wiltshire, says her 
clients nearly all prefer tradi¬ 
tional materials. She is often 
asked for lime washes and 
"size".— a glaze made with 
crystals from rabbit skin. 

"You only have to look at the 
magazine rack in W.H, Smith 


to see that it’s a rapidly 
expanding marks. As w ® 
approach the millennium ev¬ 
eryone is looking backwards. 
We seem desperate to hang on 
to the past," she added. 

Patrick Batey. an authority 
on traditional painting materi¬ 
als and an adviser to English 
Heritage, says ofder-styfe ma¬ 
terials may be more appropri¬ 
ate for period homes, 
particularly because they al¬ 
low walls to “breathe", pre¬ 
venting damp, but they are not 
necessarily the easiest to use 
or the cheapest 
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Britain is still a 
Christian nation 
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By Rum Glhdhuju religion correspondent 


THE Archbishop of Canter¬ 
bury has criticised the view of 
Britain as a multi-faith soci¬ 
ety, insisting that the corona¬ 
tion service of the Prince of 
Wales will be Christian. 

In a magazine interview. Dr 
George Carey says that Brit¬ 
ish society is fundamentally 
'Christian and any form of 
inter-faith worship is wrong. 

Dr Carey’s views are pub¬ 
lished In Third Way, a month¬ 
ly evangelical Christian 
magazine. He also gave his 
view an abortion, saying that 
it is not always wrong. - 

Speaking to Huw Spanner, 
consulting editor of Third 
Way, Dr Carey says that 
British society is not pluralist 
“We mustn’t concedp tht? game 
to bemg a multi-fadh society. 
We are hot Other faiths 
comprise less than 10 per cent 
of the population. So, 90 per 
cent are stflf rooted in a 
Christian position." . 

He says he will hot compro¬ 
mise on central Christian be¬ 
liefs. "I do not agree with inter¬ 
faith worship. And other 
faiths don't like it either. You 
won't find a Muslim who 
would want it" 

His comments challenge 
the views of the Prince, who 
has said that he wishes to be 


seen as “Defender of Faith" 
rather than “the Faith" when 
he succeeds the Queen to the 
throne and becomes Supreme 
Governor of the Church of 
England. Asked about the 
coronation. Dr Carey says: “ft 
will inevitably be a Christian 
service." 

He makes it clear that, in 
talking with people of other 
faiths, hedoes not stint on the 
hiblical injunction to evange¬ 
lise. "In my commitment to di¬ 
alogue between the religions, 1 
have been much up-front in 
emphasising the uniqueness 
of Christ,” he says. 

Dr Carey adds: “Inter-faith 
dialogue is important—do not 
nriffipise that “But I am 
unapolpgetic in my commit¬ 
ment to evangelism." 

‘On abortion he says: "I, and 
most Anglicans, would go as 
far in being for life as I 
possibly can. but I can't say 
that abortion is always wrong. 
That is where die Anglican 
position takes us." 

D The General Synod of the 
Church of England debated 
the plight of asylum-seekers 
yesterday, ft expressed con¬ 
cern about last year’s asylum 
and immigration Act, calling 
for a “fairer, firmer, faster" 
system. 
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Britain is still 

jiristian natiu 

insists Carey 


British team unveil breakthrough 


in keyhole technique that could 


mastectomies, reports Ian Murray 


BRITISH surgeons have per¬ 
fected a tayhole surgery tech¬ 
nique which allows them to. 
remove a breast tumour and 
rebuild the breast afterwards 
in one four^hour operation. 
After the wound heals it is 
almost impossible to tell the 
operation ever happened. 

The Technique has been 
developed by Richard Rains- 
bury, a senior tutor chi ad¬ 
vanced breast disease at the 
Royal College of Surgeons, 
and Paul Peyser, his colleague 
at rhe Raya! Hampshire Coun¬ 
ty Hospital in Winchester. 
Their method was explained 
yesterday to a meeting of the 
British Association of Surgical 
Oncology. 

Hie aim of the operation is 
to leave the patient's skin as 
undamaged as possible. An 
incision no more than about 
six centimetres long is made 
around the nipple and the 
tumour is removed through it. 

This leaves the skin of the 
breast hanging empty. The 


IN BRIEF 


Man dead 
in cell was 
suicide risk 

David Jenkins, 28, of Hir- 
wasm In Glamorgan, who 
was found dead in his cefl 
on Thursday at the recent¬ 
ly opened Sce uricor -man- 
aged Pare jail near 
Bridgend while awaiting 
sentence, had dashed his 
throat in a magistrates’ 
court two months ago, it 
was disclosed. 

Arson boy held 

A 12-year-old boy who set- 
fire to a school because he 
bad a grudge a gainst the 
h ead mas te r was ordered 
to serve two years in 
detention fay a lodge at 
Bolton Crown Court • 

Fourth life term 

Frederick Low; 41, re¬ 
ceived his fourth life sen¬ 
tence for the murder of 
Norman Manning, 26, a 
fellow prisoner, in a row 
over a piano lesson at 
long Lartin jauL 

Support dub 

Birmingham Qty FootbaH 
Club has had a special seat 
built at St Andrew’s stadi¬ 
um so that 50-stone Barry 
Austen, 29, will be aide to 
watch his fav o uri te team 
play Portsmouth today. 


THE “SCARLESS" 
MY 


Nipple can now be reconstructed and 
seated cm the mw patch of skin 



surgeon then makes another 
incision in die patient's back, 
raising a flap along a line 
which will be covered fay a 
bikini or bra strap. Through 
this he bees one of the four 
rausdes which bring the arm 
down to the side. 

The musde is then slid 
around inside the body, rotat¬ 
ed under the armpit and 
dropped into the empty breast; 
where it is sewn into place 
along with a little disc of skin 
torepiacethe nipple. 

If required, a tissue expan¬ 
der, sod) as a silicone or saline 
implant, is inserted under the 
muscle to make the recon¬ 
structed breast. TTuurh the 
healtfay one. 

: Loss of the nrusde which is 
used to fill the breast causes 
only minor problems. “It can 
make it difficult for someone 
doing cross-country skiing or 
geting out of the bath," Mr 
Ramsbury said. 

Once die wound has healed, 
the nipple can be reconstruct- 


Fresh move 
to ban 
lakeland 
powerboats 

By Michael Hornsby 

A DECISION by the former 
Environment Secretary, John 
Gummer, not to ban power¬ 
boating and water-skiing on 
Windermere has been 
quashed fay the High Court, 
which had heard complaints 
that he acted without giving 
adequate reasons. 

John Prescott, the Deputy 
Prime Minister and Mr Glim¬ 
mer's successor, decided not to 
contest an application for a 
judicial review submitted by 
the Lake District National 
Park and will now reconsider 
the case for a ban. 

.The park authorities last 
ytiar proposed amending a 
bylaw so as to impose a lOmph 
speed limit on power-driven; 
boats;’ If'said the fimrt, which 
would effectively stop water¬ 
siding and jeFslding, was 
needed to allow the majority of 
visitors and residents to enjoy 
the lake in peace and safety. 

Mr Gummer refused to 
confirm the new bylaw despite 
the conclusion of an indepen¬ 
dent inspector that there was a 
“fundamental problem of in¬ 
compatibility" between fast 
boats and other users. About 
7,000 powerboats are regis¬ 
tered annually to use Winder- 
mere, which is 10h miles king. 
At busy times as many as L50Q 
craft are on the water. 
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ed by an operation done in day 
surgery and the scarred skin 
tattooed to a natural colour. 

"Hie procedure of removing 
the tumour and getting the 
reconstruction done immed¬ 
iately has surgical, psycho¬ 
logical and financial ad¬ 
vantages," Mr Rainsbury 
said. 

“Surgically it is easier 


because you are not working 
with scarred tissue when you 
carry out the reconstruction 
and the whole process is 
speeded up because there is no 
need to reexamine the patient 
before a second operation. 

“Psychologically, it helps 
die patient, who does not have 
to worry about whether to 
have a second operation and 


face all the discamfonure in¬ 
volved. Although there is little 
data about this, it is likely that 
being able to have an immedi¬ 
ate reconstruction will im¬ 
prove womens' attitude to the 
disease. 

“Financially, the cost of 
performing jiisT one operation 
instead of two will mean a 
minimum saving to the Nat¬ 


ional Health Service of £1,000 
per patient." 

Mr Rainsbury said that 
surgeons now needed to be 
trained in the new technique. 
Around 6.000 of the 10.000 
women a year who have 
mastectomies could benefit 
from the operation, bur only a 
handful of surgeons are so far 
capable of performing il 
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New treatment 
for advanced 
meningitis 

By Audrey Magee. Ireland correspondent 


DOCTORS in Ireland claim 
to have found an improved 
treatment for meningococcal 
septicaemia, a disease that 
kills half the patients af¬ 
fected and damages survi¬ 
vors' limbs and organs. 

The doctors, whose find¬ 
ings are published in the 
current edition of The Lan¬ 
cet, claim to have saved 12 
meningitis patients dose to 
death by giving them Pro¬ 
tein C. a natural blood- 
thinning enzyme. About 300 
people died of meningitis in 
England and Wales last 
year. Meningococcal menin¬ 
gitis is the most life-threaten¬ 
ing form of the disease, res¬ 
ponsible for over half of the 
cases of bacterial meningitis. 

Owen Smith and his 
team, from the National 
Children's Hospital and St 
James's Hospital in Dublin, 
administered the protein in¬ 
travenously to the patients 
in hospitals around the dty. 
None of the 12 patients, aged 
berween three months and 


27 years, died. Two patients 
suffered amputations and 
one had chronic renal fail¬ 
ure. “The patients not only- 
survived but we also pre¬ 
vented a lot of the complica¬ 
tions that you see in patients 
that survive such as skin 
grafts, amputations and re¬ 
nal disease." Dr Owen said. 

He used Protein C, as well 
as the accepted treatments 
for critically ill meningitis 
patients, such as antibiotics, 
other anti-coagulants and 
Quid to flush out the system. 
He believes that Proiein C 
works by counteracting the 
thrombosis prevalent when 
the meningococcal bacteria 
enter the bloodstream. Blood- 
clotting usually indicates 
that a patient is near death. 

Dr Owen emphasises that 
early treatment with antibi¬ 
otics remains the best way of 
treating rpeningiris, but sug¬ 
gests Protein C for the later 
stages of the illness. He said 
that further research was 
required. 
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I The Chrysler Neon GLX. Just £14,995 on the road. 



LE AT HER & WALNUT INTERIOR. AIR CONDITIONING. AIRBAGS. ABS. AUTOMATIC. 

Why walk when yon can take the luxurious Chrysler Neon GLX for a ran. Burr walnut veneer on the doors and automatic gear console. Stainless steel kickplates on the door sills. 
Sumptuous Bridge Of Weir leather seats. The equally comforting 3 year or 60,000 mile warranty. And stylish five spoke alloy wheels that are guaranteed to turn a few heads as you go 
for a Rodeo Drive. All is all, the Neon GLX has more trimmings than a Beverly Hills poodle parlour. And all for just £14,995 on the road. AMERICA ON WHEELS 



Chrysler 


FOR MORE ! N FORMATION CALL 0800 616159. 

RECOMMENCED RETAIL PRICES OF NEON START AT 113,399 ON THE ROAD (INCLUDES ROA&.fUND LICENCE AT il JO, OUT NOT OPTION OF SUNROOF OR PEARLCOAT PAINT). PRICES AND SPECIFICATION 
ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF COINC TO PRESS. FOR LOCATION OF YOUR NEAREST DEALER SEND COUPON TO CHRYSLER INFORMATION SERVICE, FREEPOST I04S, SANDWICH, KENT CTI J 9BR. 


MK/MRS/MISS/MS <lai«l»W).SURNAME 


■ POSTCODE.PHONE HOME.PHONE BUSINESS.NETI1I-97 
















































EXTRA 


VOUCHER 



SAVINGS 

ON A HUGE RANGE OF TOP BRAND PRODUCTS 


WHARFEDALE voucher price 

immmui CD Mini Hi-Fi 4% fk 

■ Multiplay - plays up to 7 CDs. ■— 1ME1 

■ Tray load cassette dedt. 

Model SYS990. In-store Price £79959. f If MM 

12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE. OPTION* Wn/v 


Model SYS990. In-store Price £79959. 

12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 





MATSU* OB 

M&s-Cbnipact 
QMnMfi 
Model MCH650- 
W» £11939. 
fevstora Price £7939. 



MATSU I aa 

MAfetar-pfer* ■ 
up to 3 CD*. gg 

Model Mcraoo. 13 
Was £10939. m 
in-store Price £8939. 





TELEVISIONS 

UP TO A - 
TOTAL OF t 


SAVE ® A70 


AIWA _ 

CD Uni Hi-fi - MW CWWWrtl 

Model HSX-S70- PPPI 

Was £34939. IHU »• 
12 MONTHS HlttCST FHEOPIKlftr 


VOUCHER 


EXTRA VOUCHER 

mm 


EXTRA VOUCHER 


FEATURES INCLUDE 


.X - . TT- • .. 


: ■; 


■ On-screen display for ease 
of use. 

■ Sub-woofer for enhanced bass. 

■ Fastext for easy access to 
Teletext Sendees. 


CAMCORDERS 

SAVE <160 *•- 


SHARP 


TOSHIBA 


Vlewcam witfi 3" 
Colour LCD Screen 


28* Dolby Pro-Logic 
Surround Sound TV 




Surround Sound TV 
with Fastext 
66cm visible screen size. 
Model 2877. Was £849.99. 
In-store Price £799.99. 

12 MONTHS INTEREST 
FREE OPTION* 


■ 12 x power zoom. 

■ Free angle recording. 
Model VLEfifi. 

IMS £54939. 

9 MONTHS P I T EHfcS T 
FREE OPTION* 




SAVE 


EXTRA VOUCHER 


EXTRA VOUCHER 





EXTRA VOUCHER 


iiyBa "'- i 


f299tt 


hXWMZS&ZP'M __& 


GURSY5 PfUCE 


499.99 



SAVE 
I A'CTA. : : 


VOUCHER PRICE 





pro r 


sanyo 

■fcU'ttnLBSaa WM AffUl 

Battv»ta(Ritom» n I IIIlTftlrnQQ 

k«N|SflAIBBiliX|ETVW» 

■BtHRgwwnBfiamawwuoBMbriiB* 


EXTRA VOUCHER 


199 




MATSUI asnui 

Control TV ■WB 

■ 34cm visible VP 
screen size. Bail 

■ On-screen displayHw 
Model 14V1R. W» £129.99. 


WWW TMr Henwife 


EXTRA VOUCHER 


1.130 


MATSUI n 

20* TV vrtth TWetext 
49em visible screen 
size. 

Model 20VIT. 

Was £199.99. 


EXTRA VOUCHER 


EXTRA VOUCHER 

HI 


EXTRA VOUCHER 



FREE PRINTER 






JVC rMr jEfti 

N>U#CSaiaidSe^1V 
Han fi&k smarts. RLl 
ItaU BSQ.na ER&VtaI1U 
£»» feme Mb fflW. J ■*« 


Hf649< 



VIDEO RECORDERS + 

FROM UNDER <115 * 


SONY 

NICAM Stereo Video with 
VideoPlus and PDC 
Model 5LVE720. VOUQ _, 

Was £379-99. oraS? 

In-store Price £34959. 

9 MONTHS 

INTEREST £ M 

FREE OPTION* IfeJfc 



PACKARD BELL 

biW*20QMKz MMX» Ibchnology 
MuhtanesSa PC with 5tt Modem 
16Mb HAM/92Gb hard drive. 

Modal PlflSAK 20. Was £1599. 
WeUBBWIW CURRYS PRICE 


6.7 aLft 
Fridge Freezer 

■ 4.0 cu-ft- fridge. 

■ 2 fully adjustable 
wire racks. 

■ Freezer basket. 

Model N17&. 
was £329.99. 

In-store Price £26939. 

6 MONTHS 

wisest Ht& oraoN* 


VOUCHER PRICE 




COOKING 

? £270 


ELECTROLUX 


BELLING 

60an Slot-in Hectric Cooker 


Power System 
Upright Cleaner 

■ 1500 watt motor. 

■ Bag or bagtea cleaning 
Model 1720. 

Was £29999. 

In-store Price £179.99. 


BrttUi Standard PD20WK2 


PACKARD BELL 


Ask for drafts 
9 MOOTS 
ifilb n ai 
BBomor 


[149999 


■ Available In Green, White or Bram. 

■ Double oven. ■ Ceramic hob. 
Model 626. Was £94939. 
bvsoonr Price £69939 

10 MONTHS MIERE5T FREE OPTION* 


PC wfth » Modem 
Model PUUAR 19 
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EXTRA VOUCHER 

25 


EXTRA VOUCHER 
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EXTRA VOUCHER 


ip wm 


SANYO ixm 

VideoPlas and PDC 
Auto set up tadlity. 
Model VHR287E 
Was£22fr99. 

Was £19939. 
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GAMES 

U? TO A - 
TOTAL OF £ 


SAVE TOTAL OF £130 



£67399 




NINTENDO 64 console +1 Gama Pack 

indudes Console, extra Controller *nd OMkVS 
Memory Card ♦ 1 gome from Super H*CXXT3t HKZ 
j Mario. Morn Kan. Bast Corps. 40A 

,. > GqhSrnfrr*. BocOemnn or‘MRC. (IXHu 

rW was 04335. IIWJ3 


£18935 




GUlfS 


EXTRA VOUCHER 


EXTRA VOUCHER 


EXTRA VOUCHER 


f299« 




EXTRA VOUCHER 

susiiil 


EXTRA VOUCHER 



120 


EXTRA VOUCHER 

LjlW/i-i 


SSSims 


UITTT-CR 


Model llUOT. 
VAsjHo: ton £1493 
More price £t». 


lowest 

prices 

ON thesp° t 

Many, of our curwit 
prices are Currys 
lowest even Find a 
lower price for the 
same product and 
offer, complete, new, 
boxed and in stock in 
a local shop within 7 
days of purchase and 
well match it 

WE’LL NEVER I 

HE BEATEN 



•MASTERCARD 



NEXT DAY DELIVERY 
& INSTALLATION 
\X'A 7 DAYS A WEEK 


Up to 5 years expert 
service support 
when you buya 
Maswrcare 
CoverpUn 

qmhsImi I Sendee Agreement. 

" *PLUS INTEREST FRE£ 
OPTION WHBi 
PURCHASED WITH 
ANY PRODUCT 
OVER £100 



With Currys Premier 
Advantage Account 
you can take 

advantage of any 
credit offer in-store. 
Ask for details. 


UPfiKADB 

AuatiaWe in-swre. 


0891 516S16 
Cals cost SOp per 
minute. 


now 



Ask In-store for 
details. 



AWARD 


DKTDRE 


Repairs 7 days a week 
frame day wherever 
possible) 


A 

GAS 


All TV's Currys sell are 
compatible with future 
digital technology. 
Subject to the purchase 
of an additional digital 
decoder planned for 
launch during 1998. 


For mast large Keens 
K you phone before 
lOam Monday to 
Friday and Eve 
within 10 miles 0 f 
a Currys store. 


Currys 


KSTALLAHON 

On all free-standing 

gas and eteetric 
cookers by CORGI 
registered engineers 
(exdudes Northern 
Ireland and selected 
Scottish stores). 


For dtrecg doorstep 
delivery. Freephone 
0500 304304 of fox 
01442 888145 (9am- 
BpmMon-Fri, 9am- 
530pm Sat. IQbitv 

5pm Sun]- Delivery 

charges from £3.25. 
Part of DSG Retail Ltd. 


BRITAIN’S BIGGEST 
ELECTRICAL STORES 
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THE sort of food that sustained is sho 
Henry VIII is.returning to *e “restai 
dinner and restaurant table. manui 

The revival of Old English fare is Foods, 
the caning cookery trend as sales -British 
foretell the end of the so-called new cates. 
British cuisine, which draws inspi- gravy, 
ration from continental. Far East- dump! 
em and American dishes. Sales of Safe 
venison, boar and rabbit are rock- but pr 
eting, supermarkets report as meat; 
cooks turn to the son of food that enougl 
would have been enjoyed by Rabbit 
Henry and his court availai 

Dishes such as venison pie and counte 
rabbit stew have re-established from ( 
themselves as favourites; saddle of able P 
rabbit often appears on restaurant the ma 
menus; wDd: boar -formers are Diet 
reporting record sales; and it may though 
only be time before : • 

haunch of venison ' 
supplants beef once s Ta Vp fffiP 
more as the Sunday Y 

roast Tesco is now 

canvassing formers to •WOOaCOCK, 

consider stocking -ciipt riatpQ 
herds of deer to sup- • suei » 

ply the rapidly grow- rhlfkpn 

ingf'marteL Tfesco’S .uihacii* 

sales of rabbit have 1 nninPQ 
more than doubled in pi UllCa, 

the past 12 months. rhiolr on/1 
-Steve ■ Murrells. 

day: “All enthusiastic. 
cooks. have - been 


suet, dates, 
chicken, 
j prunes, 

. duck and 


is shortly to launch a range of 
“restaurant quality* ready-meals, 
manufactured try Hazlewood 
Foods. They include such historic 
-British staples as salmon fish 
cakes, pork sausages in onion 
gravy, lamb hotpot, beef stew and 
dumplings and braised oxtail. 

Sues of wild boar are increasing, 
but principally through specialist 
meat producers. There are not yet 
enough supplies for supermarkets. 
Rabbit on the other hand, is 
available at most butchers’ 
counters, though cheap imports 
from China are no longer avail¬ 
able. Much of the rabbit meat on 
the market now is home-produced. 

Dietitians are concerned at the 
thought of a return to Tudor 
' . traditions, though. 

; because it has bon 
i calculated that Henry 

- U1.1C yin’s daily consump- 
^ tian totalled at least 
* A *"* 5,000 calories, about 

lotoc double today's aver- 
U1LC ^ 5 age. One popular 
rpr. Tudor redpe. Great 

L.C 1 I, pjc, involved a choles- 
IP~ reroHaden blend of 

lca ’ woodcock, suet, dates. 
artA - • : chicken, prunes, rai- 
a r*. _ . .. . sins, dude and egg 
:< yofts-TlK Tudor per- 
* .» 0 d ;was-tl* first in 
^*idi Britdfis limited. 
themselves largely to 


A 16th-century Italian view of The Marriage Feast at Cana. Such scenes of historical pageantry are the material for The Banquet a novel by Orazio Bagnasco 



through the gamut of dishes from; ~ three regular meals a day.~“Where- 
France, Italy and China. Now they . as of old we had breakfasts in the 



* . i* • 


; • Sir *• 
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France, Italy and China. Now they 
are looking for something different 
and finding the answer op then- 
own doorstop. The rich flavours of 
dd English cooking are amazing 
and certairityas good as any of the 
traditional dishes from the French 
countryside.'* 

Safeway, which has been selling 
wild Scottish venisonfor more than 
three years, said that demand was 
still rising steadily. Sainsbuiy’S has 
recently increased its intake .of 
venison from English deer parks. 

The revival of traditional English 
cookery is welcomed by Kit Chap¬ 
man, proprietor of theCastle Hotel 
in Taunton, Somerset, and his chef, 
Phil Vickery. Mr Vickery's revival¬ 
ist recipes include such delights as 
roast scallops with bubble and 
squeak, haunch of venison, with 
chestnuts and prunes, and steamed 
spiced lamb pudding. He said yes¬ 
terday: “Braised rabbit legs, 
braised ax tongue and venison 
meatbalis-sellout as bar food.” 

The trend is also hailed by the 
television chef Giuy Rhodes, who 


as of old we had breakfasts in the 
forenoon, beverages or munchions 
after dinner, and thereto rear- 
suppers generally when it was time 
to go to rest, now these old repasts, 
thanked be to God, are vary well 
left;’ wrote one commentator. 

- Peter Brears. the food historian 
who' wrote English ~ Heritage’s 
booklet on ; food in 16th-century 
Britain, describes a standard meal 
for the Tbdor mbnarchs as likely to 
contain Tqynes of Veale. cold 
Capon, Beefe and Goose, with 
Pygeon pyes and Mutton colde. 
Neales tongs poudred wdU and 
Gambones of the Hogge, then 
Saailsages and savery knackes". 

The main meal would often be 
followed h»y an elaborate dessert 
course of sweetmeats, fruit and 
wine, displaying as modi as pos¬ 
sible of wealthy colour, ingenuity 
and culinary splendour. 

• Amanda Ursefl, a nutritional 
consultant; said yesterday: “Veni¬ 
son and game are relatively 
healthy alternatives to other red 
meat as they tend to be leaner, and 



All the ingredients for 
a truly murderous plot 


Lemons were a favourite Italian, if not English, ingredient 


are particularly good sources of 
iron and zinc, but 400g a day is 
quite enough- People were much 
more active in the 16th century and 
did not have central heating." 


live snake, a couple of mice, or 
some blackbirds could be con¬ 
cealed in the empty compartment, 
to make their appearance at the 
table when the pie was served. 


Another popular conceit of Such pies were the origin of die 
Tudor tunes was the surprise pie, nursery rhyme about the four and 


baked with one compartment 
“blind”, filled with flour and beans 
which could be discarded when 
baking was complete. Thereafter a 


twenty blackbirds, but the birds are 
now a protected spe c i es . 


Leading article, page 23 


AS WINTER sos in and the shops 
fill with seasonal foods. Italy is 
being gripped by its first “gastro¬ 
nomic thriller*, set in the sumptu¬ 
ous and dangerous world of 
Renaissance intrigue. 

Called simply The Banquet, the 
novel offers a unique blend of late 
15th-century power play, historical 
pageantry and lovingly described 
food and drink — “a heady mixture 
of power, passion and redpes". as 
one reviewer put it. 

The book, by Orazio Bagnasco— 
himself a colourful character with 
past links to both Italian high 
finance and the Far Left — is a 

deliberate challenge to _ _ 

Umberto Eco on his f’T 
own ground, and re¬ 
sembles The Name of ] SfflC 

the Rose in its scholar- \ 
ly background and its Taka a 

gripping series of mys- tfVerg 

ierious and ghastly mingle 

deaths. The book mbdt 

records in Rabelaisian <. 
detail the “banquet to ;. 
end all banquets". “TV® 

staged (with the help . ^ 

of Leonardo Da Vina) 0x1 ^ 

m oelebrate the mar- • /W7* 

riage sealing die polit- • 

ical alliance between ;_; 

two dynasties: the 

Sforza Dukes of Milan, and the 

Aragon Kings of Naples. 

But Signor Bagnasco has em¬ 
broidered history to make it a 
banquet with a difference: on the 
journey from Naples to Tortona, 
murder is plotted along with the 
menu, and one by one toe hapless 
bridegroom's friends and relatives 
gasp, turn purple and die. becom¬ 
ing what the publishers call "Ma¬ 
fia-style excellent cadavers”. 

Faced with a 1998 budget of 
economic austerity and relatively 
mundane daily politics, Italians are 
happOy immersing themselves in 


Richard Owen on a 
gastronomic thriller 
for Italian tastebuds 

The Banquet. “What is most 
delicious can also be most treacher¬ 
ous," Bagnasco said. “That goes for 
food, women and a lot else.” 

Bagnasco, 69, was born in Gen¬ 
oa, not for from the site of the 
fabled 1488 wedding banquet at 
Tortona Castle. Politics, banking 
and antiquarian books aside, his 


Smothered rabbit . 

Take a Pipkin, a pomnger of voter, two or three spoonfuls 
ofVergis, ten Onions pilled, md if they be great quarter them, 
mmgfe as much Pepper and salte as vill season ihm, and 
rub U upon ike rabbit putina pcece of butter in the bellyt 
and a pace in tie broth, and a few Currans if you ail, stop 
your pot close and seethe it ad a sofle firr but no fier under 
the bottom, then token it is sodden serve it in upon soppes 
and kp a Jew Barberies upon the dishe. . 

Frame Tkt Goad He mtmitrt Tnrtant 


secret passion is gastronomy. 
Founder of toe International Li¬ 
brary of Gastronomy at Lugano. 
Switzerland, he spent two years 
gathering material for The 
Banquet 

In an attempt to bring alive “toe 
world of the senses” of 500 years 
ago. he has drawn on the paintings 
of the time, its documents, fashion, 
jewels, weaponry and dances. “It 
was a world of power and violence, 
where there were no limits to 
either," he said. Tr was a world 
where a few people had more than 
anyone had ever had at any other 


time in the history of toe human 
race." Above all it was a world of 
fine food. “1 regard the art of the 
kitchen as a metaphor for the 
human comedy," he said. He tried 
out most of the redpes in his own 
Idtchen. including pheasant breast 
pie, pigeon pie and a “potage of 
chicken livers and cocks' combs". 

One murder takes place while 
turtledoves and larks are emerging 
from a remarkable confection con¬ 
sisting of towers and battlements 
made of marzipan and nougat The 
real banquet was held for the 
wedding of Gian Galeazzo Sforza. 
the 20-year-old Duke of Milan, and 

_Isabella of Aragon, the 

. 18-year-old daughter 

— - " of'King Alfonso of 
Naples. The wine 
glasses were made of 
Ws , special glass designed 

■them, to “shatter if it came 

nd into contact with poi- 

l w son” Nonetheless, in 

Bagnasco's story, five 
*3 • people die in the 

° course of the feast In 

“ reality, Gian Galeazzo 

died in suspicious rir- 
cum stances. but not 
until four years later. 

__• In Bagnasco's view, 

"all roads lead to the 
Idtchen. If you know what people 
ate, and how they ate it yew will 
have understood the essentials of 
toe society they lived in." 

Conscious of the Umberto Eco 
analogy, he says he has “tried to 
reconstruct a period which is truer 
than Eco*5 Middle Ages, where no 
one seems to do anything but sing 
Gregorian chants all day." 

11 Banchetto is published in 
Italian by Mondadori in Milan. It 
is not yet available in English. 
Bagnasco is working on his next 
project a murder mystery set in 
18th-century Venice. 
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Only one PC can say yes to all these six vital 
questions. The Packard Bell Pulsar 24 PC. 

It's got all the advanced computing power of 
the latest Pentium®!! Processor to provide 
unrivalled speed and performance. 

While multimedia looks and sounds better 
than ever before, especially when you use the 
Intel Create and Share camera package to 
create snapshots and videos to add to your 
documents or send by email to your friends 
and family. 

In addition, like all other Packard Bell 
computers, the Pulsar 24 comes with £1000 of 
free top software, all pre-loaded and ready to 
use, together with everything you need to surf 
the Net straight away.* 


While the Packard Bell Personal Assistant 
Pack makes using the Pulsar 24 child's play. 

All of which makes ft the ideal PC if you 
demand high performance and low prices. 

That's why you should see it at PC . 
World, Dixons and Currys today. 

We think you'll agree that no other PC 
comes close to matching it. 

The Packard Bell Pulsar 24 PC: 

• Pentium®!! Processor 233 MHz 

• 32 Mb SDRAM • 4.3 Gb Ultra DMA HDD 

• 4 Mb PCI graphics • x24 speed CD-ROM 

• 56K modem with US Robotics x2 technology 

• 15" monitor • Intel Create and Share 
camera package 



NOW WITH VIDEOPHONE CAMERA 


pentium* j[ 


Packard Bell 

" THE COMPUTER THE WORLD COMES HOME TO 

Available at PC World, Dixons and Currys 


* Subject to subscription charges. Model featured is a Pulsar 24 with 15" monitor. Configurations vary according to model. Value of software based on separate setting priceof-actual or equivalent software, 
less value of manuals not included for pre-loaded software. The Intel inside logo and Pentium are registered trademarks and MMX a trademark of the Intel corporation. 
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A**** I Apartheid lies 


ADSL BRftDUJW > REUTERS 







spurns 
accord 
on land 


‘were spread by 


Ian Smith’s 
farm to 
be seized 


By Christopher Walker 
IN JERUSALEM 


MIDDLE EAST peace 
moves suffered a setback 
yesterday when the Pales- 
. tinians rejected an Israeli 
plan to fuse three sched¬ 
uled West Bank troop 
withdrawals into one inn 
bid to launch fast-trade 
talksona Anal settlement 

The rejection came 
even before Bioyamin 
Netanyahu, the Prune 
Minister, had won his 
divided Cabinet round to 
the plan, which would 
give Yassir Arafat the 
President of the Palestin¬ 
ian Authority, control of 
6-8 per cent more of the 
West Bank before the 
final negotiating round. 

“The peace agreement 
called for Israeli rede¬ 
ployment In three phases 
... none of them has been 
implemented,'* said Mar- 
wan Kanafani. Mr Ara¬ 
fat's spokesman. “We are 
going to take what is our 
right in the first phase. In 
the second phase and in 
the third phase.” 

Mr Kanafani giving 
the first official Palestin¬ 
ian Authority reaction to 
the Israeli plan, added: 
**We want all the land that 
belongs to us and we are 
not going to get into the 
game of percentages.” 

The TeJ Aviv 'daily 
Yediot A ha rvnot report¬ 
ed that Elyakim Roben- 
strin, the AttorneyGen- 
erat had informed the 
Government that it was 
legally obliged under the 
terms of the accord agned 
with the Palestine Libera¬ 
tion Organisation to im¬ 
plement all three stages. 

Supporters of the plan 
claim that the Palestinian 
Authority has failed to 
honour pledges to which 
it was committed. 

The Israeli Cabinet is 
due to meet tomorrow to 
debate the plan. The ses¬ 
sion comes amid right- 
wing threats to overthrow 
the Government's 66-54 
Knesset majority if any 
more of what is seen as 
“biblical Israel" is banded 
to the Arabs. 


Glasgow agent’ 


From Sam Kjley in Johannesburg 


SOUTH AFRICAN intelli¬ 
gence agents successfully 
planted stories in leading Brit¬ 
ish newspapers aimed at 
smearing toe African National 
Congress and Winnie Madi- 
kizda-Mandda in particular, 
as part of an international 
propaganda campaign, ac¬ 
cording to former secret ser¬ 
vice agents who testified at the 
Truth and * Reconciliation 
Commission hearings here 
yesterday. 

Information exaggerating 
the role of toe South African 
Cbmmunist Party within toe 
ANC and an “invitation" to 
toe IRA to attend the 49th 
ANC conference in Durban in 
1991 were also manufactured 
and fed to sympathetic groups 
abroad, including toe Conser¬ 
vative Party, they said. 

In a document dated June 
20,1991, Warrant Officer Paul 
Erasmus, who testified yester¬ 
day, said that Vanity Fair. The 


Times, The Independent, The 
Sunday Times and the Daily 
Express were among publica¬ 
tions in which “notable suc¬ 
cesses . were achieved" b$' 
Stratcom, toe “covert Strategic 
Ommunicatian” branch of 
the Special Branch. 

Mr Erasmus said he had 
recruited an agent in Glas¬ 
gow. Harvey Ward, a former 
head of toe Rhodesian Broad¬ 
casting Corporation during 
UDI. who "immediately gave 
S t ratcom Johannesburg an 
international capability". 

“Within days I was forward¬ 
ing masses of Stratcom mate¬ 
rial to him. This agent had a 
mass of conservative contacts 
internationally, including pol¬ 
iticians,' journalists, intelli¬ 
gence contacts and so on. Al¬ 
most immediately, din on the 
ANC — including matters 
relating to Mrs Mandela’s act¬ 
ivities — began to appear in 
toe international press." Out- 



Desmond Tutu during a break in yesterday's bearing 


side, Mr -Erasmus said Ward 
was now dead. He declined to 
name other British contacts. 

Mr Erasmus has forged 
friendly ties with Mrs 
Mandela, appearing with her 
on public platforms and sup¬ 
ported her claims that many of 
toe allegations made against 
her are false. 

In five days of hearings, the 
commission has been told by 
many witnesses that Mrs 
Mandela was present when 
Stompie Moeketsi Serpei and 
four other young activists 
were abducted and assaulted 
at her home. Witnesses have 
also accused her of murder. 

Mr Erasmus said that he 
had planted disinformation in 
the international media that 
Mrs Mandela and her daugh¬ 
ter were nymphomaniacs and 
users of marijuana. 

“1 spread the fabrication 
that the President [Nelson 
Mandela] had personally 
authorised the necklace meth¬ 
od [of killing alleged inform¬ 
ers] which I believe was widely 
reported internationally.” 

Mr Erasmus told The Times 
outside toe hearing that he 
had had particular success in 
planting information among 
British Tories, who “lapped up 
everything we sent them with¬ 
out even running the slightest 
check". He said he was also 
responsible for spreading in¬ 
formation that the ANC had 
lost control of local defence 
units and that Mr Mandela 
was going senile. In evidence. 
Superintendent John McPher- 


Harare: A farm owned by lan 
Smith, toe former Rhodesian 
Prime Minister, is among 
1300 properties earmarked 
for confiscation and redistri¬ 
bution among blacks (Jan 
Raath writes). 

The list of properties in¬ 
cludes some of toe biggest and 
most sophisticated estates 
accounting for a large propor¬ 
tion of commercial output. 


Kinshasa clashes 






Kinshasa: At least II people 
were reported killed in shoot¬ 
ing between soldiers in the 
grounds of President Kabila's 
residence and elsewhere in the 
capital of toe Democratic Re¬ 
public of Congo. (AFP) 


Cook gold plea 







Warsaw: Robin Cook called 
on countries attending next 
week's Nazi gold conference to 
support Britain's plan to hand 
over the remaining 5.5 tonnes 
to a fund run by Jewish non¬ 
government organisations. 




Graves inquiry 

Islamabad: The United Na¬ 
tions is considering sending a 
team to northern Afghanistan 
to investigate mass graves 
which local people have said 
may contain as many as 2.000 
bodies. (Reuters) 


W innie MadOcizela-Mandela wiping away a tear during the testimony yesterday i 
youth who described his torture at the hands of the police during die apartheid < 


Old flame 


son, who was in charge of 
Stratcom, apologised to jour¬ 
nalist Fred Bridgland for hav¬ 
ing named him as a “friendly 
contact". 

Mr Bridgland is the author 
of Katiza's Journey, toe book 


in which Katiza Cebekhulu. a 
witness to toe commission, 
accused Mrs Mandela of stab¬ 
bing Stompie in 19S8. Mr 
McPherson said he had made 
an “honest mistake” in confus¬ 
ing Mr Bridgland with 


another journalist. Mr Eras¬ 
mus was asked outside toe 
hearing if he remembered any 
particular successes. He cited 
a 1991 leading artide in The 
Times. “Get Your House in 
Order”. 


Beijing: China has put out a 
coalbed fire which had been 
burning in toe northwestern 
region of Xinjiang for more 
than 400 years since spontane¬ 
ously igniting in 1560, a news¬ 
paper reported. (Reuters) 


Death sentence 


Pro-Sharif mob storms Pakistan Supreme Court 


By Christopher THomas, 
and Zahid Hussain 

IN ISLAMABAD 


THOUSANDS of slogan-chantmg 
supporters of Nawaz Sharif, the 
Pakistani Prime Minister, yesterday 
Stormed toe Supreme Court in an 
attempt to force adjournment of his 
trial of on contempt charges. 

The crowd. led by MPS of toe 
ruling Muslim League, broke into 


the building and abused Sajjad Eli 
Shah, the Chief Justice, who was 
presiding over the case. Mr Sharif 
has beat charged with making 
slanderous remarks against toe 
Chief Justice last month. If found 
guilty he could face disqualification 
from office, leaving the army as toe 
only credihle centre of power. 

Police stood by and watched the 
mob ransacking toe building. A 
police officer said he had been 


THE coalition Government in India effectively collapsed last night after the 
Congress Party announced it was withdrawing support (Christopher 
Thomas writes). Inder Kumar Gujrat the Prime Minister, was expected to 
submit his resignation later to President Narayanan. 


ordered not to interfere. Mr Chief 
Justice Shah hurriedly adjourned toe 
proceedings and the judges moved to 
their chambers as the crowd reached 
toe courtroom. There was pandemo¬ 


nium in the court as toe mob attacked 
journalists and lawyers. A former 
Attorney-General was manhandled. 
"We cannot do anything until we get 
an order," a police officer said. 


The Chief Justice is locked in a 
constitutional battle with toe Prime 
Minister over the appointment of 
judges. 

Pakistan’s fragile democracy is in 
tatters and the army, which would 
like to say outside the hay, is 
watching with mounting alarm. 

Mob power is a familiar tactic in 
Pakistan: for politicians to use it 
against the respected Supreme Court 
is unprecedented. 


Ankara: A Turkish security 
court sentenced 33 Muslim 
activists to death for their part 
in an Islamist riot and arson 
attack in 1993 in which dozens 
of people were killed. An 
appeal is likely. (Reuters) 


Mother sued 


Rome: Paolo Tonelli. 38, of 
Mestre. a Venetian suburb, is 
suing for damages because his 
mother “failed to consult him" 
before remarrying when he 
was 20. causing him “lasting 
psychological harm". 


FREE 



wHicHOnline 


/ vj . w h i c h. n o t 


Thinking Internet? 
Think Which? Online! 







Which? Online is the Internet service brought to you by 
Which?, an organisation respected nationwide for its 
integrity and trustworthiness. Not only does Which? 
Online provide the speediest of access to the World 
Wide Web, an e-mail address and the ability to create 
your own Web pages, It also gives you exclusive access 
to a wealth of consumer information on the Internet 
Return the coupon or call the number below and 
you’ll receive a free CD giving you everything you need to 
get online - plus 30 days’ free unlimited Internet access 
and Which? Online. We'll also send you a complimentary 
'Beginners Guide to the Internet* booklet Reply today - 
access to toe world’s greatest library, and more, is just 
around the comer! 


Sample the Internet and Which? 
Online for 30 days - free of charge 


0645 830256 


Pianw ooota nt m vnc* numbm PJ142 


Please cal! the number above, or return ttfs coupon to: Which? Online, FREEPOST, HertfCrfd X. SGI4 1YB. 

YES! I would like a FREE CD giving me 30 days 1 
FREE unlimited Internet access and Which? Online. 

PLEASE COMPLETE IN CAPITALS 
Surname iMr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Oth 


Address 


Postcode 


Please send me my free Which? Online CD for D PC LJ Apple Macintosh 


Ytau- conwitor Baqutamwnt. Wu need to taw awttttng BM eompatUa pasoni conWriirtig 

nrtantw For PCs. tta Want* access software tetas about 8 megaCwes ol hard dsfc 


jZZiMKMoanmtoB Spurn 7.1 orhgta Bor PCS. tta Ham* access sBft««lBta9aboiit8mogalviwo»h 
16 magabytoe Ot RAM-** «■ * modBm - 


The Internet service you can trust 


WHicHOnline 
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Black comic stands 
up for irreverence 


MABTYLEDBtHWDlgR/AP 


“YOU know what l like about 
Clinton? He's got real prob¬ 
lems, like you and me. He's 
runnin' out of money. His 
wife's a pain. Ail his friends 
are goin' to jail. If Clinton 
spent a $100 bill, someone 
would put it up to the light. 
It's almost as if we have a 
black President." 

These are the musings of 
Chris Rock, a comedian 
described by The New York 
Times recently as “probably 
the funniest and smartest 
comedian working today in 
America". 

Rock, a 31-year-old New 
Yorker, styles himself as an 
“equal opportunities offend¬ 
er". which means that he is 
rude about everyone, every¬ 
thing. and every race — 
particularly blacks. He has 
often said that blacks are 


TUNKU VARADARAJAN’S 

NEW YORK 



more racist than whites, 
"because black people even 
hate black people". 

Bill Cosby, the paterfamili¬ 
as of all blacks in 
showbusiness. will not speak 
to him. so un amused is he by 
Rock's roughshod irrever¬ 
ence. Marion Barry. Wash¬ 
ington's Mayor, will not 
speak to him either because 
Rock once quipped, at the 
dme of the Million Man 
March on the capital, that 


Parents on gang alert 

AFTER reports that children as young as sir are being 
recruited by gangs such as The Bloods , the city's police this 
week published A Parent's Guide to Gang Identification. 
Parents are enjoined to check children’s arms for bum marks 
and gang motifs: make sure they wear nothing to school but 
their uniform: and search bags and bedrooms for weapons. 
Clearly . it is as hard to be a parent here as it is to be a child. 


“even in our finest hour, we 
had a crack-head on stage”. 

Not surprisingly, the Rev 
Al Sharpton. the firebrand 
black leader from New York, 
also detests Rock, as does 
O. J. Simpson, whom he has 
pilloried mercilessly. 

Writing about Simpson's 
acquittal in his recently pub¬ 
lished book of comedic philos¬ 
ophy, Rock This!, Rock 
declared: "1 ain't seen white 
people that mad since they 
cancelled M*A*S*H.” 

The tiny comedian is being 
hailed here as the new Eddie 
Murphy, a title from which he 
tries to distance himself. True. 
Murphy was Rock's mentor, 
and still is his biggest fan. but 
the new kid on the block has a 
newer, rawer tale to tell. He's 
Chris Rock, and already 
worth several million. 



Mayor puts a stop 
to bus adverts 


Chris Rock, the self-styled equal opportunities offender, speaking at a press 
conference earlier this year during nominations for the 1997 MTV awards 


LAST week. New York maga¬ 
zine thought that it had the 
perfect publicity banner. 
Scores of city buses ware set to 
noil out of their garages with a 
commercial message painted 
on their sides, declaring the 
magazine ro be “Possibly the 
only thing in New York Rudy 
hasn’t taken credit for". 

However, the Rudy in ques¬ 
tion. ‘Mayor Rudolph Giu¬ 
liani, was so angered by this 
ldse-majeste that he leaned on 
the bus company to pull the 
offending ads. Meekly, the 
company complied. 

Now New Yorii has sued 
Mr Giuliani, saying thar its 

Obscurity 
on a plate 

THERE should be a prize for 
anyone who can comprehend 
this gift idea, revealed recent¬ 
ly in the New York version of 
Time Out: “Jeff Koons limit¬ 
ed edition plate. Looking for 
that special tchotchke? Well, 
look no further than this 
Koons multiple. This silvery 
metal plate is the backdrop 
for a balloon-animal poodle, 
sculpted in foil rebel" Price? 
$450. 


freedom 
been curtailed 
The Mayor countered- u 
they want ro rake me and use 
mf to sell their magaane. 
they have ro get my Permis¬ 
sion." The trial begins soon. 
□ A 66-year-oid businessman 
was honoured here recently 
fav the Irish-American com¬ 
munity. Charles Feeney- a 
philanthropist, has donated 
$610 million to universities, 
medical centres and "others 
in need". This last category’, 
however, is not as innocuous 
as it seems. Mr Feenev fi¬ 
nances the Washington omce 

of Sinn Fein. 

□ Thanksgiring Day this 
week was made more 
festive bv news that wild 
turkeys had returned to Sew 
York for the first time since — 
some reckon — the War of 
Independence. 

Almost as surprising as 
their return is their choice of 
borough. They have picked a 
park in the Bronx, New York's 
toughest and arguably least 
turkey-friendly area. One 
woman said: “Wei*' got 
hoods and pushers and real 
bad-ass people here. And we 
now got turkeys. / tell you. the 
Bronx is one helluva placer 
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More 

powerful offers 


SAVE £5 

Bosch PST700PAE 
Jigsaw, pendulum action, 
variable speed, 
mitre cutting facility 

Was £89.95 

Now £84.95 


Bosch PSJR9.6VES-2 
Cordless Drill with Case 

£84.95 


Bosch PSB600RE 
Drill with Case, variable speed, 
hammer action, depth stop 

£64.95 


Bosch 
PEX12AE 
Variable speed 
Multi-Sander 

£59.95 


Bosch PKS46 
Circular Saw 

i£79.95 




Do It All Large Tool Box with tray and drawer S5 (retail price £19.99) when you buy any of the items above. 


IS 


SAVE £3 


UNDER £10 


EXCLUSIVE Black & Decker 
25 Piece Drilling and Screwdriving Set 
with 70 wallplugs A5389 

Was £12.99 Now £9.99 


EXCLUSIVE 
10 piece Screwdriver 
Set with carry case 

£9.99 


SAVE £10 


Karcher K232 Plus Pressure Washer 

• low pressure detergent vario nozzle^ 

• 6 metres high pressure hose 
•triggergun and dirt blaster 

Was £109.99 

Now £99.99 


EXCLUSIVE 
6 piece Home and Office 
Tool Set with carry case 

£9.99 


SAVE £3 

Skil 7300H J 

*A Sheet Orbital Sander 150w 
Was £24.95 
Now £21.95 


33% OFF 


DO IT ALL 

LETS Do UP BRllAIN! 


Do It All 
Large Toolbox 
with tray S3 
Was £14.99 
Now £9.99 


DO IT ALL HELPLINE Frp«* help and Advkt 7 days a week 0800 436 436 


Offers subject to availability. 


Inquiry mars mass 
Moonie blessing 


From Ian*Bkodie 

IN WASHINGTON- . 

THE Rev Sun Myung Moon's 
plans for thousands of couples 
to attend a marriage blessing 
ceremony in Washington to¬ 
day has struck a jarring-note. 

One of Mr Moon’s closest 
aides bought a full-page, ad¬ 
vertisement in The.Washing-, 
ton Post yesterday to decry 
the newspaper's investigation 
of -Mr Moon'S Unification 
Church and its many business 
offshoots. 

The attack, was in contrast to 
die sweetness and joy that Mr, 
Moon and his aides were 
hoping to spread with their 
ceremony, which will be con¬ 
ducted in a football stadium. 

Invitations have gone to 
35,000 couples to “Blessing 
*97" to reaffirm their vows. 
Yesterday the organisers set 
•out .chairs on the patch for 
about 2300 couples; who .will 
l- take their wedding 'vows for 
foe first time. • 

Mr Moon has conducted 
other mass weddings and, as 
before, in many cases he will 
have matched church mem¬ 
bers who have never met or 
barely know each other. 

TTiecarganisers claimed that 
3.6 million couples in more 
than 50 countries were expect¬ 
ed, to participate iff the mar¬ 
riage re dedication ceremony, 
by satellite link. The singer 
Whitney Houston will report¬ 
edly receive more than $1 mil¬ 
lion (£600,000) for a 45-minute 
appearance at the festivities. 



Mootr invitations 
to 35,000-couples 

The advertisement in the Post 
accused the newspaper of 
“tabloid sensationalism at its 
worst" and of having a “well- 
.deserved reputation for arro¬ 
gantly • disdaining traditional 
:family .values and genuine 
religious beliefs". 

:. It was aba Id decision for the 
Post to run the attack on itself, 
the more so because it was 
levelled by Dong Moon Joo, 
who is president of The Wash¬ 
ington Times. The latter is a- 
much smaller rival of the Post . 
but is owned by the Unifica¬ 
tion Church. In a series on the 
"Moonies", the Post quoted 
Mr Moon as saying that he 
had spent more than $1 billion 
in subsidies for the Washing¬ 
ton Times over 15 years. 

In the advert Mr Dong said 
that the Post had grossly 
exaggerated the extent of the 
Lasses. 


LEFT TO FREEZE 
Yordan, /& already 
malnourished could dUr 
from cold and hunger 
this winter unless aid 
reaches him now. Wish 

temparaum 
plummeting to -WC 
Yonian'S scant clothing 
and no shoes offer him. 

Unle protection from die 
bitter coid and there Is 
no Money to hear hit 
orphanage. There are 

37.000places In hr -..j-:;*; 

Bulgaria S orphanag es- j . -J S 

No Money To Feed The Children 
No Mon^y To Heat The Orphanages 

Bulgaria is a country in the midst of a serious economic 
crisis. Unless mgeal help is sent, thousands of children will 
suffer terribly this winter. 

There is litde money to heat the orphanages. 
Orphanage Directors are having to beg for food from local 
villages and «n*ly know where the new meal is comine 
fiom. In some areas children, like Yoidan, are going hungry 
and foe cold could prove fatal for many children this winui 
Without aid this could be catastrophic for Bulgaria's 
orphanage ehilrfrf n ’’ 

The European Children's Trust, sister charity of The 
Romanian Orphanage IVust, is ready to distribute emereenev 
food packs, clothes and fuel to the orphanages in most need! 

Yonr gift today wffl save lives and bring hope. 



| The European Children's Trust. Or de&t ’ 

I 1 C*4no. ---.Expiry dale._ I 

Signature. 

I 


Mr/Mre/MLa/Ms 


Address. 



.Postcode 


I Tfetoohoac no. _ _ ' _ 

Rmra to: Xwy* Bancn. O'?}. Bulgaria Bmerg^ ~ 

Apped, Tie Euppean Children's TVub, FRE0&OST 

1 KBtott.MQom Street, L&NDON.EC4B4AR or call B 

0U73 299399 WOW, fagfeicred Charity No. IM8737 '7j\‘ 0*I»«S| 


IMuuse acl NOW - winter is comin „ 
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The bursting of the Britpop bubble 


Album sales have slumped and the 
music industry is looking for a new 
saviour, reports Carol MIdgley 


BRITPOP, the musical phe¬ 
nomenon that made Britain 
cool again, may be breathing 
its last Figures show that 
album sales in Britain have 
fallen fear die third successive 
quarter, spelling the end of 
one of the industry’s biggest 
booms. 

The industry, say experts, 
has gorged on Britpop and the 
bubble has burst Record com¬ 
panies are now searching for 
the pretender to its crown. 

Although the latest quarter¬ 
ly figures from the British 
Phonographic Industry show 
an 8 per cent rise in all record 
sales compared with the same 
period in 1996, the picture is 
not so rosy. Three quarters of 
that increase is accounted for 
soleiy by Candle in the Wind, 
Elton John’s tribute single go 
D iana, Princess of Wales, 
which sold 5.3 million copies 
around the world. 

Album sales for the third 
quarter total¬ 
led £218 mil¬ 
lion. £230.000 
fewer than in 
the corres¬ 
ponding quar¬ 
ter of 1996. 
despite the re¬ 
lease of highly 
acclaimed al¬ 
bums from the 
Prodigy and 
Oasis. Retail¬ 
ers were count¬ 
ing on -Oasis's 
Be Here Now 
to rerive the 
market after a 
poor summer. It sold a record 
639,000 copies within three 
days of its release in August 
but it could not step average 
album sales declining and 
critics doubt it will achieve the 
stunning success of the band's 
previous album What's the 
Story (Morning Glory)?, 
which sold 33 million copies. 

Britpop was popularly de¬ 
fined by such bands as Oasis, 
Blur, Pulp and Suede. Others, 
such as the Liverpool band 
Cast, have seen disappointing 
sales far their second album. 
Mother Nature Calls, after 
the huge success of their 
debut All Change. On the 
more populist front the spec¬ 
tacularly hyped Spiceworld. 
the latest Spioe Girls .album, 
has been a critical flop and 
sales have been lacklustre.' 

More underlying pressures 
are also being blamed' for 
pop’s flagging fortunes. Sin¬ 
gles are now plugged so many 
weeks in advance that by the 
tune they go on sale, everyone 
has heard them and they fall 
out of the charts quickly. In the 
1970s and 1980s, singles would 
stay in the charts for up to 20 


TOTAL RECORD SALES 


Albums and singes 
compared wfUi +a.o%* 

“sr 106 


-3.6% 

Jan/ 

March 


* Eton John's tribute sinfle 
E caused three quartan at tat* itee 


weeks. Halving the price of 
CD singles to £1.99 in their 
first week of sale is now 
standard practice but it often 
loses money for the record 
companies and has created a 
glut of “one-bit wonders”. 

The Radio 1 disc jockey 
Steve Lamacq said: “We are 
reaching the end of a cyde 
with Bntpop. We hadn't seen 
anything like it in years and 
we all overdosed on it, espe¬ 
cially the music industry. It 
was rather like in the Sixties, 
when any band in a suit from 
Liverpool would be signed. 
But it is like any natural cycle 
— the tide has to go out before 
it can come in again with 
something new.** 

Industry watchers said the 
recent sales boom could not 
realistically have been main¬ 
tained. Selina Webb, editor of 
Music Week, said: The 
growth has certainly slowed 
right down, but it is still way 

up on a few 
years ago. Last 
year was a 
huge increase 
after the reces¬ 
sion. 1 don’t 
think we ex¬ 
pected Britpop 
to be around 
for ever' But 
bands are ad¬ 
apting. The lat¬ 
est Sleeper 
album has 
moved on from 
Britpop sound. 
Mur has mov¬ 
ed its sound 
on. We now have a band like 
the Verve doing fantasticaly 
welL They are more musically 
sophisticated than Britpop, 
but it was Britpop that opened 
tiie door.* 

Many believe it will be 
several years before Britain 
enjoys the salad days of 1996, 
when record sales increased 
by 6 per cent to £1.08 billion. 
But a new pretender to 
Britpop's crown is on its way 
in Big Beat, guitar-led dance 
music from bands such as the 
Propdlerheads and the Chem¬ 
ical Brothers. 

“Next year 1 can see two 
tilings happening.” Lamacq 
said. “One. there will be a 
growth in commercial ‘anti- 
- pop' sounds like Belle and 
Sebastian and, two, Britpop 
fans will get into Big Beat 
-*r “if there is a crisis at the 
moment it is simply that the 
music industry has been get¬ 
ting out of control. There are 
too many labels releasing too 
many records. Event time 
music goes overground, it has 
to §ounderground again fora 
while to come up with some- 
tiling different" 



TOP OF THE CHRISTMAS TREE 


The enduring names in the pop world are more likely 
to evoke Christmas spirit than any number of seasonal 
one-hit wonders, according to The Guinness Book of 
British Hit Singles (Richard Duce writes}. Researchers 
asked 1300 people which tunes makes them think of 
the festive season and 20 per cent answered Merry Xmas 
Everbodv by Slade. The Christmas No! of last year. 

Two Become One, by the Spice Girls, received only 1 per 
cent of the vote. 

The “mistletoe" top ten is: l. Merry Xmas Everybody 
(Slade}, 2. White Christmas (Bing Crosby), 3. Do They 
Know Ifs Christmas (Band Aid). 4. Last Christmas 
(Wham!), 5. Happy Christmas (War is Over) (John 
Lennon). 6. Mistletoe and Wine (Cliff Richard), 7 .1 
Wish It Could Be Christmas Every Day (Wizzard), 8. Jin¬ 
gle Bells (Frank Sinatra) 9. Fairytale of New York (The 
Pogues), 10. Silent Night (Simon and Garfimkc!) 
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The sound of 1998: the long-awaited Propdlerheads debut album wiD be big-beat dance music 


Songs for the 
soul, not for 
the sales list 

By Charlie Porter 

MANY of the old Britpop mob wiD 
release new albums next year including 
Pulp, Space and Shed Seven but it will 
be a surpise if any capture hearts, minds 
and sales as they did in the mid-1990s. 

The first two big albums of 1998 are 
pure dance mask. PropeUerheads bring 
out their long-awaited debut album at 
the end of January, while a couple of weeks 
earlier the French duo Air release an 
exquisite mix of house and blues on a 
much-vaunted LP called Moon Safari. 

Black singers have finally gained an 
equal footing in the charts. The urban 
American mix of hip-hop and sank best 
beard on Puff Daddy's I’U Be Musing You. 
will become the dominant sound. 

There are still guitar bands starting 
up. One of the most-war ched will be the 
Unbelievable Truth, but they are 
unlikely to achieve Oasislike sales — their 
music is loo intelligent. Indeed most of 
the new British talent don't care for 
attempts at commerrial success. 

Glasgow’s young band Mogwai will 
continue to gain support as will Arab 
Strap and the Delgados, two of the best 
hands in Britain with none of the 
Gallagher hype. 


THE SUNDAY TIMES 

Shaken 
but not 
deterred 



£ Bros.nan was 
shooting from the Up 
before he fired a shot 
on screen. His 
judgment, passed two 
weeks before filming 
started, helped swing 
the film away from 
disaster. He read the 
script and succinctly 
declared: Ifs 

How backstage feuding 
almost killed the new Bond 
movie. Culture. The Sunday 
Times, tomorrow 


We’ve always 
been forward thinking. 
At the moment 
we’re in the middle 
of next June. 
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Fairytale start Earl and Countess Spencer embrace on their wedding day 


THE humiliation Earl Spen¬ 
cer has suffered in a Cape 
Town court all this week is de¬ 
scribed by those closest to him 

as "the greatest miscalculation 

of his life”. , .. 

As he spends the weekend in 
South Africa pondering the 
wisdom of pursuing this case 
against his estranged wife. 
Countess Spencer, he has rec¬ 
ognised too late that he has 
only himself to blame far the 
embarrassment. 

Legal ad risers and friends 
warned him .not to wrangle 
with his wife in court because 
of the damage it would do to 
his reputation — so enhanced 
by his words at the funeral of 
his sister, Diana, Princess of 
Wales. His vilification of the 
tabloid press and barely dis¬ 
guised attack on the attitude of 
the Royal Family to his sister 
earned him almost heroic 
status for the first time in his 
life. 

Never a popular figure in 
Britain, his pledge in West¬ 
minster Abbey to honour his 
sister’s memory by taking a 
hand in* the upbringing of 
Princes William and Harry 
was applauded even by the 
newspapers he regarded , as 
his enemy. Even Tony Blair 
was asking to consult him. His 
circle of friends say that. 


T .epal advisers and friends warned Ear] Spencer not 
to wrangle with his wife in a Cape Town court but he 
took no notice of them. Daniel McGrorv reports_ 


armed with this new confi¬ 
dence. Lord Spencer decided 
to bring his four-year separa¬ 
tion from his wife to a formal 
end as quickly as possible. 

One said: “It was as if he 
wanted to start afresh — a new 
Charles Spencer. But his usual 
desire to haw his own way has 
got the better of him.” 

Lawyers who had read Lady 
Spencer’s affidavit told him 
that in 28 pages she destroys 
the image of him as a defender 
of family values and privacy 
and instead portrays, the man 
she married in 1989 as a 
drunken, callous womaniser. 

Typically. Lord Spencer, 33, 
ignored all the advice and 
stubbornly refused to increase 
his £310.000 cash offer to the 
mother of his four children, 
which she has dismissed pri¬ 
vately as "damned mean”. 

“Charlie felt he was being 
bullied and blackmailed into a 
<jeal,“ his friend added. “Re¬ 
member, this is a man used to 
getting his own way, particu¬ 
larly up against a woman he 
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regards as timid. Victoria is so 
paranoid about' publicity and 
revealing anything about her 
private life he was sure she 
would panic on the courtroom 
steps. 

“His.biggest miscalculation 
was how strong Victoria has 
become and how badly she 
wants her revenge on him for 


-the infidelities and cruelties. 
She. also thinks he is being 
■ mean over the money. 

“He was the one who want¬ 
ed the marriage ended and he 
was warned going to London 
might cost him more money, 
but at least all their dirty linen 
could not have been reported 
by the press." 
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Her lawyers confessed their 

asSSshnwnt that the Sp«m 
Sal team had not offered 
Item an improved lasE-mujure 
financial deal. along » 
gagging order on Laoy 

Sl Si?lawyer said: “ H * 
have known the press diathe 
savaged at Dianas funeral 
would relish their chance to 

get A^n Lord Spencer had 
underestimated a foe, 
friends that the tabloid press 
would be so chastened after 
the Princess's death that they 
would ignore his divorce pro- 
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Lady Spencer, flanked by her legal team, at the Supreme Court in Cape Town 
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Althorp, left, the Spencer family home in Northamptonshire and, right. Lord Spencer's home in the Cape Town suburb of Consiantia 


. ceedings rather than risk fur- 
> ther public condemnation. He 
| also underrated the desire far 
.. vengeance of his former mis- 
, tress, Chantal Collopy. who. 

unknown to him, had secretly 
’ struck up a friendship with 
.. Lady Spencer and. worse, had 
L provided damning ammuni- 
; non for her lawyers. 

Realisation of his mistakes 
■’ dawned on Monday morning 
, as he strolled through the 
sunshine to the High Court in 
Cape Town to find his wife 
and mistress, all smiles, walk¬ 
ing into die oak-panndled 
Court 17 together. 


Lord Spencer could only 

comfort himself with die 
thought that this hearing was 
merely to decide whether their 
divorce should be settled in 
South Africa, as he wants, or 
London, where Lady Spencer 
believes she can expea a 
settlement nearer die £3.5 mil¬ 
lion she is demanding. 

He was to be proved wrong 
again. Jeremy Gauntlett, Lady 
Spencer’s impressive barris¬ 
ter, persuaded the judge that 
Lord Spencer'S-conduct dur¬ 
ing the marriage was crucial 
to the case. 

“He knew Victoria had 


ANDREWS/REUTERS 



Lord Spencer at the Supreme Court in Cape Town 
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named three of his affairs, but 
he was genuinely stunned 
when the sawyer blurted our 
that he had up to 12 mistress¬ 
es. That wasn't in her affida¬ 
vit. It was the first he heard of 
it," his friend said. 

Lord Spencer gaped open- 
mouthed at his wife who sat 
10ft away on the same wooden 
bench. She refused to look at 
him. 

"After dtat first morning. 
Charles faced a dilemma. His 
reputation was damaged and 
he felt the only resort to dear 
his name and refute what he 
insists are baseless lies was to 
have his day in court. 

rThe gamble is that Vic¬ 
toria's side can. in the mean¬ 
time. throw so much din it 
sticks, no matter what he says 
and does now." 

His public discomfort has 
been followed with wry 
amusement by neighbours in 
the fashionable Cape Town 
suburb of Consiantia. who 
have long regarded him as too 
aloof. He seldom appears at 


social events and is criticised 
locally for refusing endless 
invitations. He prefers to re¬ 
main with his present com¬ 
panion, Josie Borain, a model, 
in what by Consiantia stan¬ 
dards is a modest home on the 
Taivystone House estate, a 
half-hour drive from ihe 
centre of the city. 

H is daim that he 
wants the divorce 
settled in South 
Africa because he 
regards that country as home 
is similarly scorned by neigh¬ 
bours, who believe it has never 
been more than a temporary 
exile to avoid the British press. 
The view is that Lord Spencer 
is anxious to agree a financial 
settlement before returning to 
A] thorp, which by next sum¬ 
mer will be among Britain's 
great tourist attractions. 

The case had to be post¬ 
poned because of his sister's 
death and there was surprise 
in the Cape at Lord Spencer's 
anxiety to expedite the matter. 


One legal source said: “We 
had expected this to stay on the 
books for an age." 

Lady Spencer assumed that 
her husband would be spend¬ 
ing more time in Britain, not 
only to tend to Ai thorp and 
prepare far the summer open¬ 
ing to the public but also, as 
die “blood relation" of the late 
Princess, to rake a hand in his 
royal nephews’ upbringing. 

She had been told by her 
lawyers to expect the offer of a 
last-moment settlement. One 
source said she was reluctant 
to consider that now “because 
there is so much blood on the 
carpet”. 

After the first day’s hearing, 
on Monday, the shaken Spen¬ 
cer team held a hurried meet¬ 
ing at his lawyers’ office to 
review their tactics. 

Lord Spencer was angry 
that a four-page handwritten 
letter he sent to Mrs Collopy 
was read out in court in w hich 
he describes himself as “vi¬ 
cious, cruel and a bully” 

Continued on page IS, col 3 


The Spencers leave St Mary's Hospital. Paddington, with their twin daughters in 1992 
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The Simmomte sisters have done it again. 

At the end of another gruelling RAC rally, they triumphantly raised 
the Ladies Trophy. It's an award they're getting more than accustomed 
to lately, having won the title no less than six times this season. 

It's also a fine tribute to their Escort which has powered their 
route to victory, the rally version of the car driven by thousands around 
towns every day. Of course, you might choose to pick up a different 
type of takeaway in yours. 


ESCORT. WHAT DO YOU DO IN YOURS! 
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Buying a PC 
from Dell won't 
just save you 
hailing round 
the shops. 
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“ Earl’s literary style brought t o book 
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Influence of bestseller can be seen . 


in affair, Sandra Parsons writes 
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Earl Spencer speaks at his sister's funeral service 


Continued from page 17 
towards his wife. “The deci¬ 
sion was taken that he was in 
too deep, and he resolved to 
see it through." 

The second day was no 
better for him. Mrs Coilopy. 
27, allegedly sold their corres¬ 
pondence. which was pub¬ 
lished in various tabloid 
newspapers, describing how 
he had “ruined" her life. She 
also disclosed how their affair 
had been going on for six 
months before the peer’s sepa¬ 
ration. He was similarly pow¬ 
erless to stop his former 
mistress giving press inter¬ 
views. which she could not 
have done had he agreed to a 
hearing in London. 

His reply was for his law¬ 
yers to tell die judge that Lady 
Spencer could not handle any 
large financial settlement 
Lord Spencer went so far in 
his affidavit as to allege that 
she. was so damaged psycho¬ 
logically she would spend it on 
drugs. Dressed in a tight- 
fitting black short skirt that 
revealed her model figure, 
which had been restored by 
months of successful therapy 
and medical treatment Lady 
Spencer smiled, knowing her 
appearance gave the lie to the 


WHAT must M. Scott Peck be 
making of the sorry Spencer v 
Spencer saga? In his now- 
infamous letter to his then 
mistress Chantal Coilopy, 
Earl Spencer revealed himself 
to have joined the massed 
ranks of the angst-ridden 
(Cher and Glenn Close 
among them) who have read 
Peck’s seminal work. The 
Road Less Travelled. 

Peck, a psychiatrist who 
lives in Connecticut wrote h 
in 1978, when be was 40. It 
was his first book (he has 
since written ten more) and is 
in the Guinness Book of 
Records as the bestselling 
□on-fiction book ever, exclud¬ 
ing the Bible. 

"Thanks to Dr Peck”, wrote 
the earl to his mistress, “we 
both know the limitations of 
the ‘hearts and flowers* stage, 
but we both know what lies 
beyond that" 

Doubtless it was Ms 
Coilopy who persuaded her 


lover to read the book. It tends 
to be women who boy it give 
it to their female friends, and 
urge the men in their lives to 
please, please read it 

The book’s key theme is 
that it is only when two people 
fall out of romantic love that 
the real work of love — doing 
your best for somebody even 
whoi you do not feel loving — 
can begin. 

But although the earl may 
have read Peck, he dearly has 
not absorbed his message. 

His writing is full of 
phrases such as “1 have to" 
and “I can’t" According to 
The Road Less Travelled, 
these reveal him to be suffer¬ 
ing from a “character disor¬ 
der". In conflict character 
disordered people assume the 
world is at fault Neurotics, by 
contrast, always assume they 
are at fault Their favourite 
phrases are “I ought to” and 
“I shouldn't" 

The earl informs Ms 



Ms Coilopy and floe book dial inspired the earl's letter 


Coilopy that, even though she 
has reservations, he knows he 
can make her happy. Part of 
his problem is his immature 
wife, who cannot deal with his 
own “strong character”. He is 
glad that Chantal is “down”, 
as it means she is “taking the 
whole matter very seriously. 
The pressure is on. he tells 
her. 

“Character disordered indi¬ 
viduals tend to form only 
shallow commitments,” Peck 
writes. “It is not so much that 
they fear die risk of commit¬ 


ting themselves as that they 
basically do not understand 
what commitment is all 
about Because their parents 
failed to commit themselves to 
them as children in any 
meaningful way, they grew 
up without experience of 
commitment" , 

Perhaps Lord Spencer 
should read Peck again. On 
current evidence, his memory 
retention seems to have ex¬ 
tended only to the back's 
opening line: “fife is 
difficult” 
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Bo rain: earl's companion 

accusation that she was still a 
disturbed bulimic. 

One:, of her lawyers said: 
“That was a cheap shot by 
Spencer and it backfired." 

By the third day, he felt the 
vagaries of South African law 
were conspiring against him. 
Lady Spencer's affidavits, 
which could never have been 
seen outside any British court¬ 
room. became public. She 
reveals in them how scared 
she was of his alleged drunken 
rages. 

She also claims that he had 
stopped her from amending 
his sister's funeral. This was a 
pointed reminder that Lord 
Spencer owes his internation¬ 
al fame entirely to Diana, 
Princess of Wales, and of how 
his sister's position was useful 
to him when he left Oxford 
and worked as a reporter for 
American television and for 
newspapers he now says he 
despises. 

A friend said: “He will never 
admit to it. but he has an 
addiction to publicity. He says 
he hales being in the press and 
part of him does, but, per¬ 
versely. he loves it at the same 
time. He recognises that the 
high profile also helps him in 
lots of ways." 

Lord Spencer also found 
himself fighting a second legal 
battle in Court 16 next door to 
stop local newspapers cover¬ 
ing his infidelities, only to 
drop the case soon afterwards. 

Last night it was understood 
that the two sides will use this 
weekend to explore ways to 
thrash out some kind of truce. 
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FOR a man who- spends most 
of his waking hours casting 
out demons, the exorcist of 
Notre Dame has a devil of a 
sense of humour. 

Father Claude Nicolas, 
qualified psychologist, priest, 
ecclesiastical judge and resi¬ 
dent exorcist at the great 
medieval cathedral in Paris, 
merrily remembers the time 
when a polite, middle-aged 
woman came to him com¬ 
plaining she was hearing Sa¬ 
tanic voices in her head. 

“In the middle of our talk. I 
asked her whether she was 
still hearing the voices and 
what they were saying. She 
looked embarrassed. “They 
just told me that you are a 
complete idiot," she replied." 
Recalling the incident this 
week, the portly and rubicund 
Fhfher Nicolas shook with 
laughter, resembling more a 
Gallic version of Friar Tuck 
than France's most noted ex- 
purgator of evil spirits. 

Father Nicolas is one of SO 
exorrists recognised by die 
Roman Catholic Church in 
France. As the millennium 
approaches, the demand for 
exorcisms is steadily growing, 
a product of social, cultural 
and economic dislocation, he 
says, and the rise of activity 
among cults. _ 

“The number of people 
wanting exorcism is about five 
times what it was 20 years 
ago," the priest says in Ms tiny 


Ben Marintyre 
reports how 
Father Nicolas 
helps unhappy 
souls in Paris 


chambers beneath the cloister 
eaves overlooking Notre 
Dame. About 2.000 people 
consult an exorcist every year 
in the Paris region alone. On a 
single day. Father Nicolas can 
expect to see up to six people 
who believe they are pos¬ 
sessed, in one way or another, 
tty evil. The priest, who has 
just published a book. The 
Demon of Anguish, steers 
clear of terms such as “posses¬ 
sion" and “Devil", preferring 
instead to speak of the “un¬ 
happiness". “suffering” and 
“confusion" of those who come 
to him needing help. 

• Notre Dame, thanks to Vic¬ 
tor Hugo and his hunchback, 
may be a byword for Gothic 
horror, but Father Nicolas 
laughs off the Hollywood im¬ 
age of exorcism. After hearing 
an individual's problems, he 
usually merely places his 
.hands on his or her head and 
recites a short exorcism pray¬ 
er. In severe cases, he may 
refer someone to a mental 


health professional. “You do 
not want to do anything too 
dramatic." he says, waving his 
arms and grinning. “Thar can 
just make things worse. It is 
not like The ,Exorcist . you 

know." 

For some reason it is faintly 
disquieting to discover that the 
exorcist of Notre Dame has 
seen the 1973 film, but that is 
only one of the unexpected 
contrasts in a man at once a 
priest and a psychologist both 
worldly and believing, jovial 
and deadly earnest. He recalls 
with deep scepticism the most 
dramatic case he witnessed. 
“She was atout 40 years old 
and she had the Jot scratches 
were appearing on her arms; 
she was haying visions, 
screaming. 1 think she was a 
100 per cent hysteric." 

On the other hand, Fhther 
Nicolas believes what he sees. 
He recounts, for example, the 
occasion when a young 
woman came to his rooms 
claiming to be bewitched. 
Immediately, all die light 
bulbs exploded. The woman 
apologised profusely, insisting 
there was a curse on her. "I 
tried to reassure her: 'Look, 
the light on the radiator is still 
working’. No sooner had I 
said the words than that fight 
bulb popped too, and off went 
tile radiator.". . . .. 

The people who come to 
Notre Dame seeking exorcism 
are from all social groups, he 



Father Claude Nicolas at the Cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris, where he conducts many of his exorcisms 


says. About a third are Afri¬ 
can: many are middle-class 
French professionals, more 
men than women, the largest 
age-group 30 to 40, some 
highly educated and all suffer¬ 
ing deep spiritual anxiety. 

“They are very varied. I 
cannot say that someone is 
10 per cent genuinely pos¬ 
sessed. 5 per cent hysterical, 
15 per cent the product of their 
soda! or cultural mileu and so 
on. There is always a mixture. 
It is not for me to decide." 

The key measure, he says, is 
that after ronsuJtifigTiim and 
being exorcised, many people 
are reassured and grateful. He 
writes in his book: “They have 
lost their confidence. That 
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anguish must be 'exorcised' in 
order to see clearly, with the 
vision of Christ, who is the 
victor over all evil. There are 
so many charlatans out there, 
false exorcists looking for 
money, exploiting miseiy. 
This book is an attempt to 
expose them." 

Ask Father Nicolas whether 
he has directly encountered 
the Devil himself and he 
grows suddenly quiet and 
serious, replying with another 
story: “A young Congolese 
man. who had a doctorate 
from the Sorbonne, came to 
me in deep distress, saying he 
had joined two cults and 
needed confession and exor¬ 
cism. The moment I pur my 

PC PCs 
order of 
the day in 
Germany 

From Roger Bo yes 
IN BONN 

FLAT-CHESTED Hispanic- 
[ooking car thieves have been 
given a breathing space by a 
new ruling in Germany’s pol¬ 
itical-correctness revolution 
which obliges police officers to 
avoid all sexually-suggestive 
and ethnic adjectives in crime 
reports. 

They will no longer be able 
to describe suspects as “foil- 
bosomed" or “flat-chested", 
the term "negroid" is to be 
replaced by "African", and the 
word "Mediterranean” as a 
description of a swarthy type 
is to be dropped. Nobody can 
be described as having “Slav¬ 
ic" looks, and references to 
some regional accents are now’ 
regarded as off-limits. 

The overhaul of the police 
vocabulary is in response to 
complaints by a church group, 
which said police reports 
“were using concepts that 
evoked Nazi racial ideology". 
Since individual police officers 
have been accused in the past 
of racism and sexism. Germa¬ 
ny's 1 regional interior minis¬ 
ters yesterday decided that it 
was time to clean up police 
language. 

Bavaria, the region with the 
best crime-detection figures in 
Germany, is refusing to take 
part in the linguistic purge. 
Liberal police officers say the 
changes will make little im¬ 
pact on detection rates since 
busts can be altered by plastic 
surgery. Moreover, an adjec¬ 
tive such as “negroid” was not 
only racist, but also very 
vague. Even so. some police 
sources believe that detection 
may be slowed down: ISof the 
1500 female suspects on the 
Stuttgart police computer, for 
example, are currently 
described as “full-bosomed". 

Political co rrec tness has 
been rapidly changing the 
German language, and, above 
all, influencing television and 
politics. It has, as in other 
countries, changed traditional 

job descriptions and product 

names. For example, a cream- 
filled chocolate that used to be 
known in Germany as a 
“Negro'S Kiss" is now a "Choc¬ 
olate-Cream Kiss" 


hand on his forehead he gave 
a cry and fell unconscious. 
When he came to, he was 
beaming, radiant and went 
away happy.” 

Father Nicolas pauses. 
“Was that the Devil? Was that 
a profound religious experi¬ 
ence linked to his culture? I 
don’t know. Bui in any case, 
he is a believer. He asked for 


liberation, which worked. 
That is enough." Father Nico¬ 
las predicts char demand for 
his expertise will rise sharply 
in the next few years, given the 
increasing spiritual confusion 
at the fin de siecle. deepening 
social problems in France and 
a greater willingness by 
people to address their own 
unhappiness. 


Highest 
homes in 
roof of 
the world 

Bv Ben .YUctnty ke 


A JOINT Franco-BriiNh ex¬ 
ploration team has discov¬ 
ered what are believed to be 
the world's highest human 
homes, beehive-shaped huts 
in the barren “empty quarter" 
of Tibet. 

Tlie ancient houses, built 
out of adobe mud bricks on 
the Changthang plain at an 
average altitude of 16 . 000 ft 
had been overlooked bv the 
tiny handful of Europeans to 
have visited the region, ac¬ 
cording to Michel Peissel. 
who recently travelled to the 
area with fellow explorer Se¬ 
bastian Guinness, of the 
brewing family. 

They came across the mud 
houses during a 2.000-miie 
journey along the region s 
ancient salr routes. 

Dr Peissel said that the 
buildings were built as winter 
shelters hy Tibet's northern¬ 
most nomads, the Sumpa and 
Seng-go tribes, and had been 
missed by earlier adventurers 
who spoke no Tibetan or 
mistook them for Buddhist 
monuments. 

The structures show Per¬ 
sian influences from prehis¬ 
toric times and 'may be 
remnants of the anrienr pre- 
Buddhist kingdom of Shang 
Shuiig, which scholars have 
been seeking for more than a 
century. The northern plains 
of Tibet are the highest and 
one of the coldest regioas in 
the world, and the buildings 
have been built so as to retain 
maximum warmth from a fire 
fuelled by yak or sheep dung. 
Their vaulted ceilings are 
unknown in the rest of Tibet. 
Jn the summer the nomads 
live in yak-hair tents. 

Dr Peissel presented his 
discovery to the International 
Symposium on Tibetan Archi¬ 
tecture in Paris yesterday. He 
said the buildings might 
indicate that the earliest set¬ 
tlers of Tibet came from the 
West and not from the East as 
previously supposed. 
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O Waves and storms surge 
over coral reef 
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O Sea erodes beaches making 
land more vulnerable 


© Water table poflutad by saa requiring 
Imports of water or construction of 
dosailnatton plants 




O Land become s less fertUo 
requiring more food imports 


Insurance problems for 
property dose to coast 


© Population moves Inland leading 
to loss of livelihood and eventual 
evacuation of Island 


Islanders ready for Pacific evacuation 


AN EVACUATION plan is 
being drawn up by a group of 
Pacific islands after research 
showing that global warming 
and rising sea levels will make 
them uninhabitable. 

The Marshall Islands are 
believed to be the first of a 
string of low-lying Pacific and 
Caribbean states to consider 
such drasric action. 

But the islands — named by 
William Marshall, a 18th- 
century British naval captain, 
sailing by on the Scarborough 
in 1788 with convicts en route 
to New South Wales — are 
unlikely to be the last. Scien¬ 
tists predict that many small 
island states may be totally or 
partially swamped by rising 
sea levels and increased storm 
activity. 

News of the evacuation 
plans comes on the eve of the 
climate conference starting in 
Kyoto. Japan, next week. 

Espen Ronneberg, a mem¬ 


ber of the Marshall Islands 
mission to the United Nations, 
said: “The research has identi¬ 
fied migration or evacuation 
as a worst-case scenario but 
one which, in the light of the 
scientific evidence on climate 
change, we should pursue.” 

The islands, which rely an 
fishing, tourism and coconuts, 
are vulnerable because they 
are on average just 6ft above 
sea level with the highest point 
being Likiep atoll at almost 
20ft high. 

Studies indicate that some 
time in the next century 80 per 
cent of the main island and 
capital will be under the 
waves. A string of options ate 
being studied, including the 
purchase of a high-lying is¬ 
land elsewhere, able to accom¬ 
modate the Government and 
the Marshalls’ 56.000 citizens. 

The islands also have a 
special treaty with the United 
States which means that some 


of the refugees from environ¬ 
mental change might find a 
haven there. 

“Bur whether the agreement 
will be honoured when our 
country disappears under the 
waves is anybody’s guess,” 
said Mr Ronneberg. 

The Marshall islands. 29 
atolls and 1,225 islets scattered 
over tliree quarters of a mil¬ 
lion square miles of ocean, is 
one of some 20 “frontline 
states" whose very existence is 
threatened by the build-up of 
pollution, such as carbon diox¬ 
ide, in the atmosphere. 

Others include the Mal¬ 
dives, the Cook Islands, Nau¬ 
ru, Kiribati (the former 
Gilbert Islands), the Sey¬ 
chelles. Antigua and Barbuda 
and the Federated States of 
Micronesia. They have band¬ 
ed together into the Associ¬ 
ation of Small Island States 
(Aosis) to lobby the industria¬ 
lised nations.to back a 20 per 
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Global warming 
threatens to 
swamp a string 
of atolls and 
create a refugee 
crisis, writes 
Nick Nuttall 


cent cut in carbon dioxide and 
other greenhouse gasses. Mr 
Ronneberg said: “We think 
this is a modest figure given 
the threats we face. The scien¬ 
tists tell us we need a 60 per 
cent cutjusr to stabilisecarbon 
dioxide emissions. But we 
realise this cannot be achieved 
overnight" 

Dr iftikhar Ayaz, the Brit¬ 
ish-based honorary consul for 
Tuvalu, formerly the Ellis 
Islands, said that curbing 
emissions to save such nations 
was a crucial human rights 
issue. 

“These people have a right 
to their land. If would also be a 
loss to the world of a culture 
and a language. We are doing 
so much to save animals and 
plants from extinction. How 
can we tolerate the extinction 
of a nation?” 

Dr Ayaz said Tuvalu’s 
10.000 islanders could be relo¬ 
cated to Australia or New 
Zealand. “Their lives would be 
saved but the culture would 
die. The world would be the 
poorer," he said. 

Many of these far-flung, 



Many low-lying islands are at risk from rising sea levels 


vulnerable, nations are also 
important staging and resting 
posts for migrating birds, as 
well as being home to unique 
wildlife unlikely to survive 
elsewhere. 

A spokesman for the Royal 
Society for the Protection of 
Birds cited the Cape Verde 
islands, home to the Raso lark, 
and the Seychelles, home to 
the Seychelles magpie-robin. 

“These birds will vanish 
from the wild if these islands 
disappear or there is a signifi¬ 
cant loss of land," he said. 

The island nations facing 
the most uncertain future are. 
like the Marshalls, the coral 
atolls. 

Nerani Slade, the Samoan 
Ambassador to the UN and 
chairman of Aosis. said that 
many small islands were al¬ 
ready experiencing greater 
storm and wave damage. 
Property insurance was be¬ 
coming increasingly hard to 
obtain or was being offered at 
prohibitively high costs. 

“The insurance industry has 
suffered enormous losses over 
recent years. .They axe with¬ 


drawing from many islands or 
many ordinary citizens can no 
longer afford the high rates." 
he said. . 

Scientists advising the UN 
Inter-Governmental Panel on 
Climate Change, estimate that 
sea levels will rise by half a 
metre during the next century 
as global temperatures rise. 

Dr Tom Spencer, of the 
Coastal Research Unit at 
Cambridge University, said 
the critical question was 
whether the reefs that protect 
these islands from storms and 
waves would grow fast 
enough to keep up with rising 
sea levels. 

Some researchers fear ris¬ 
ing temperatures will cause 
bleaching which kills the or¬ 
ganisms that feed a reefs 
growth. 

• “There is also human im-.. 
pact Reefs from Asia to Indo¬ 
nesia are under enormous 
pressure from huge, growing, 
urban population. Pollution 
and destruction mean, maybe 
the corals will become less 
resilient,” Dr Spencer said. 

The ability of the reefs to 


Climate conference 
has stormy outlook 

By Nick Nuttall, environment correspondent 


THE conference on dimate 
change, in the Japanese city of 
Kyoto nexr month, promises 
to be one of the most political¬ 
ly charged environmental 
meetings for many years. 

Negotiations will focus on a 
legally binding commitment 
by rich countries to curb 
emissions of carbon dioixide 
and other global warming 
gases such as methane. 

Few nations, with the pos¬ 
sible exception of some mem 1 
bers of the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun¬ 
tries, appear to doubt scientif¬ 
ic da ims that rising pollution, 
mainly from bunting fossil 
Fuels, is threatening the plan¬ 
et. However, there remain 
deep divisions within key 
countries, inducting the Uni¬ 
ted States, over the scale of the 
likely impacts, the cost of 
taking action and the speed 

required to head off the 
threat. 

The road to Kyoto began in 


Rio de Janeiro five years ago 
when the United Nations 
Framework Convention on 
Climate Change obliged 
industrialised nations to 
stabilise emissions of carbon 
dioxide at 1990 levels by 2000. 

But only a few countries, 
including Britain, will meet 
these voluntary targets. In 
1995 the Berlin Mandate set a 
deadline for the Kyoto meet¬ 
ing where binding targets 
would become subject to 
international law. 

The offers on the table are 
numerous and many have 
caveats. New Zealand wants 
its forests, which soak up 
carbon gases, to be included 
in its cutback plan. 

The United States wants 
forest planting and other 
“mitigation” schemes it imple¬ 
ments in the Third World to 
count against its domestically 
generated pollution. 

The European Union has 
set a target of a 15 per cent cut 


by 2010. while Britain has 
said that whatever is agreed, 
it w£U voluntarily cut emis¬ 
sions by 20 pear cent by 2010. 

Canada'and America, the 
world's biggest emitter, have 
said they will only stabilise by 
2010 rather than cut Ameri¬ 
ca’s other contentious propos¬ 
al is that developing 
countries, including China 
and India, should sign up 
now to future cuts. 

Australia, another big emit¬ 
ter and producer of fossil 
fuels, wants its emissions to 
rise by 18 per cent. Japan is 
proposing cuts of between 32 
and 5 per cent 

On the other side are the 
G77 group of developing na¬ 
tions, and China, which are 
calling for cuts by rich coun¬ 
tries of 35 per cent by 2020. 
They also want a compensa¬ 
tion package to help them to 
dean up power station emis¬ 
sions. Where agreement will 
be found is anybody's guess. 


defend these islands will also 
depend on the extent to which 
other climatic events become 
more frequent and violent 

El Nina, a transfer of warm 
water across the Pacific which 
can trigger droughts and mon¬ 
soons, can — like global 
warming — raise sea levels by 
18-20 inches. 

Dr John BytheQ, an expert 
on coral atolls at the Univer¬ 
sity of Newcastle’s Marine 
Sciences and Coastal Manage 
ment Centre, said many of 
these islands would become 
intolerable well before the last 
acre disappeared beneath the 
waves. 

Studies indicate that, once a 
reef fails to defend an atoll, the 
island spirals into decline. 
Beaches, also vital for defend¬ 
ing the land and property and 
important for tourism, will be 
washed away. Soils, vital for 
buildings and crops, then 
become more rapidly eroded. 


Coral reefs need clear water to ^ 
replenish themselves. w 

The mud and debris washed 
off the land' would make seas 
murky, making it impossible 
for sunlight to filter through. 
“Nutrients. released from the 
land, favour other marine 
organisms? above coral like 
macro-algae or fleshy sea¬ 
weeds. They will then grow up 
and smother the reef." said Dr 
BytheU. 

Fragile freshwater supplies, 
built up by rainfall and float¬ 
ing on top of saltwater in the 
centre of die islands, are likely 
to become contaminated by 
seawater. The fertile land for 
growing crops such as coco¬ 
nuts will also become increas¬ 
ingly salty and worthless. 
Eventually, more land will be 
lost to erosion and flooding 
and the economy of these 
states will collapse. 

Leading article, page 23 £• 
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Reflections of a Sixties siren 


¥ 


Joan Baez, queen of 
hippy protest and 
haunting songs o f 
tragedy and loss, is 
56, in her prime 
and back on tour 

1 _am not on top of a moun¬ 
tain, and I am not under the 
ground," sings Joan Baez, in 
a song called Who Do You 
77u/ifc / Am? “I am not spilling over 
the edge, and I am not easily 
found.” 

She is easily found tonight; at the 
Royal Festival Hail, the London leg 
of her British tour. On Thursday 1 
found her in Bristol, listening to 
operatic arias in black leggings, 
sweater and boots, her iron-grey 
hair cut short except for one long 
skinny plait at the back — in her 
magnificent prime at almost 57. 

“Do I look wise for my young 
age?" she asks the photographer, 
whispering to save her voice, which 
still has all its crystalline purity, 
“That's the beauty of being legend¬ 
ary." she sighs. “It means some¬ 
thing has to have lasted." 

The times go on a-changjn’. and 
they leave old rockers (and folk 
singers) behind, unless they do one 
of two things; succumb to an early 
violent death, or re-invent them¬ 
selves to console the baby-boom 
generation with jubilant comeback 
tours like An Evening With Joan 
Baez, playing to packed houses. • 

In Bristol I sat between two 
adoring male fans: one. from Stoke- 
on-Trent. was following her to 
every single concert, including 
Belfast and Dublin next week. The 
grizzled bloke on my right had 
come "for old times’ sake" and 
having been “inside" himself, he 
longed to hear her sing "Show me 
the prison..which she did. The 
crowd wanted Joe Hill — Tony 
Benn's favourite — and called out 
for her to play anything by Bobby 
rBobby who?" says Baez, launch¬ 
ing into Don't Think Twice It's All 
Right). There is a complicity with 
her audience. 

But her show hangs on her new 
songs — from her latest Grapevine 
CD. Back From Danger — and 
these are different elliptical, under¬ 
stated, moving. One sad song about 
a parting couple has the haunting 
lines: “first we forgot where we 
planted those bulbs last year. Then 
we forgot we had planted at all." 
IVe played this CD on a loop all. 
week, and I haven't done thjat ance 
Grace land. “I think .these, songs ; 
have done the magic for me," Joan 
says. 

“The funny thing about being a 
legend is that you're a legend for 
ever." she says, “and 1 didn't realise 
that in order to oombat that. I had 
to become current with the music of 
now." 

About a decade ago she had whar 
she refers to as a “wake-up rail? one 
morning at 2am. Her record sales 
had slumped. She had become 
fossilised, and (her word) mediocre. 
“I suddenly realised that while I 
had kept two steps ahead political¬ 
ly. I was fully two steps behind 
musically." So she found herself a 
manager, Mark Spector. who 
brought her a set of new young 
songwriters who revere her and 
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Joan Baez did not even smoke pot in the Sixties. But she was “monumentally narcissistic — I thought the world revolved around me" and had years of therapy 


can construct an intelligent, dra¬ 
matic contemporary song. 

“I am not about We Shall 
Overcome. The Sixties have passed. 
1 don’t regret We Shall Overcome , I 
am proud of all that, and what I 
did. but I've stopped so many 
interviewers in their tracks — ‘I'm 
dying of boredom here’ — if they 
only want to talk about the great 
old days. They weren't so great for 
me 1 worked very, very hard and I 
was very, very serious. I didn't 
know how to have fun. Now it’s a 
pleasure to go on stage." This is 
dear: there is laughter and wit. 
with all these musicians half her 
age around her. 

Unexpectedly. I found Joan Baez 
senior, her Scottish mother, sitting 
outside her daughter’s dressing- 
room: a trim octogenarian with the 
same cheekbones as her daughter 
afof foe residue of an Edinburgh 
accent She’d just tapped out an 
e-mail to wish Joan's dad. at home 
m California, a happy Thanksgiv¬ 
ing. She accompanies Joan all over 
— "She’s a bus rat She loves to 
travel" — she was at Woodstock 
and she even went to jail with her 
daughter (for withholding taxes 
during the Vietnam war). 

D uring her concert, Joan 
junior made Joan se¬ 
nior stand up in the 
stalls, and called, “HI 
mom! Thanks for boming me. 1 
know I haven't been easy." 

"My mother is just all heart 
Much younger in spirit than my 
father." Joan says. Albert Baez was 


professor of physics at Stanford 
University in her Palo Alto child¬ 
hood- But he also worked for 
Unesco and took his family to 
Mexico and Baghdad. And that's 
where Joan’s political awareness 
came from. She refused to talx part 
in an air-raid drill at school (when 
the Russians were thought to be 
coming any minute). 

"When my father went to MIT 
[the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology], we moved to Cam¬ 
bridge. ] had no idea what to do 
with my life. It was dear that there 
was not an academic sinew in my 
body. My unsuspecting father took 
me into the coffee shops of Boston, 
with Their banjo players and folk 
balladeers and blue-grass." 

Here she picked up songs, 
memorising them at midnight (by 
day she had a job teaching people 
to ride Vespa scooters) and. falling 
asleep with her guitar on her chest 
“I sang for my own comfort 
because I was lonely and people 
liked to hear me and ii was a route 
to soda! activity." 

She is in awe of the person she 
was at 19. Stardom happened fast; 
she was invited to Newport in 1959 
by Odetla (and made the cover of 
Time magazine) just asjshe in turn 
invited Bob Dylan on stage with 
her at Newport in 1963 — and you 
know the rest 

What she has now is disdpline 
and routines. Her parents and two 
sisters live near by, near their 
childhood home in Palo Alto. But it 
is her elder sister who lives in the 
mountains like a gypsy, growing 
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herbs and healing people and 
building houses from mud. Joan, 
by contrast, lives the more conven¬ 
tional life when not performing she 
rises at 5.30am and walks her dogs 
Fargo and Dakota, “and do my. 
stretching exercises and aJ) that 
healthy stuff, and goats and chick¬ 
ens and homespun things". 

Does she ever get disillusioned 
about misplaced political idealism, 
eg, when hearing about Winnie 
Mandela? “For me the key to not 
being disillusioned with the uni¬ 
verse was not being illusioned with 
the human race in the first place. 

“I was stria about who my 
heroes were. Everyone’s human 


and everyone is scathed. People 
turn out to have shortcomings. 
Only Nelson Mandela and Vaclav 
Havel seem unscathed. We now 
know Gandhi wasn't very nice to 
his wife, and Luther King drank too 
much ... 1 remember being with 
Dr King once when held had too 
much to drink and I'd been in bed 
with one of his cohorts, and he said. 
’Now you know I’m not a saint', 
and 1 said 'Now you know I'm not 
the Madonna 

She was brought up to be a 
Quaker pacifist like her father. “At 
their best. Quakers are dyed-in-the- 
wool radicals and that’s the pan I 
like. What I do keep of the Quaker 
way is the silence. It’s a kind of 
meditation. To find where f am in 
the great big world." 

She says her son Gabriel (from 
her brief marriage to David Har¬ 
ris. a draft resistance leaderI was 
disillusioned to discover she had 
not even smoked pot in the 1960s: 
"Mother, you hypocrite.” So how 
did she react when he started? “J 
was unhappy about if. Now he’s 
reached a point in his life when he’s 
OK. and it wouldn't borher me if he 
took out a joint and had a smoke." 
She produces snapshots of a hand¬ 
some lad with a fine chest of hair. 
“And his heart is as lovely as his 
face. He is into Chinese healing and 
African drumming.” 

She recently took Gabe back to 
the chateau in Normandy where 
she once lived with “the Count", 
Denis de Kergoley of Medecins 
sans Frontieres. “I’m now making 
up for the fact that 1 was MIA. 


missing in action, for much of 
Gabo's childhood, and now we 
have a chance to be friends ” 
Having managed to avoid the 
usual pitfalls of the music business 
— drinking and drugs and socio- 
pathic behaviour — she did have 
panic attacks, phobias and years of 
therapy. Fame had spoiled her. 

S he has said — and her 1987 
autobiography confirmed 
—that she was “monumen¬ 
tally nardssisticVThat’s 
true. An intelligent woman re¬ 
viewed my book in The New York 
Times and referred to my 'pre- 
Copemican view of myself. I 
thought the world revolved around 
me, hah!" she laughs.“But I don’t 
feel in the least concerned about my 
status in the entertainment world. 1 
was always a counterculture figure. 
It just happened that in the Sixties 
the counterculture became the 
epicentre.” 

She speaks dismissively of “ihe 
way people throw a round the word 
’artist' now. referring to some 
mediocre performer propped up by 
a bunch of lights and drum 
machines". 

To my consternation I realise we 
have talked for an hour and the 
name of B- D— has not been 
mentioned once. “Good. Great!” 
said Joan, gening ready to go on 
stage. For her finale she improvised 
to Simon and Garfonkel's The 
Boxer. "The years are rolling by... 
and l am ageing well" and basked, 
not too narcissistically. in tumultu¬ 
ous applause. 


American 
lord of the 
dance isn’t 
done with 
surprises 

MUSIC lovers have been singing 
the praises of this year’s Belfast 
Festival. Now it is the turn of dance 
lovers to jump for joy. for on 
Thursday night the revitalised 
festival scored a real coup, the 
British premiere of Merce Cun¬ 
ningham's Ocean. This is a work 
so ambitious in its undertaking 
and so intoxicating in its effeci as to 
make most modern dance look 
puny by comparison. 

Ocean was conceived by Cun¬ 
ningham and John Cage, his life¬ 
long musical collaborator, shortly 
before the composer's death in 
1992. The two were inspired by a 
suggestion that, had he lived. 
James Joyce would have wrinen a 
novel about water and the ocean. It 
was Cage's idea to present the 
dance in a circular space with the 15 
dancers surrounded by the audi¬ 
ence. who are in mm surrounded 
by 112 musicians (here members of 
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Merce Cunningham 
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the Queen’s University Symphony 
Orchestra), playing without a con¬ 
ductor high up in the auditorium. 
The idea, according to Cunning¬ 
ham. is that the audience soaks in a 
bath of sound. 

Cage died before he could com¬ 
pose the score; it was left to Andrew 
Culver to write the music using 
Cage’s ideas. Culver produced a 
score that teeters on the edge of self- 
destructive abandon while main¬ 
taining an innate musicality. 
David Tudor, meanwhile, provid¬ 
ed a companion electronic score 
which mixes underwater sounds — 
whales, ice. sonar and ships — in a 
percolating marine wilderness. 

Only a space as exciting and ver¬ 
satile as Belfast’s Waterfront Hall 
could do justice to Cunningham's 
audacious conception. He has cre¬ 
ated 90 minutes of concentrated 
abstract dance that claims no em¬ 
otional resonance, no dramatic 
underpinning and no structural 
logic. Just pure unadulterated dance 
performed by dancers whose fear¬ 
some muscular control is matched 
by minds of blazing clarity. 

Although the movement unfolds 
in the round, one is never aware of 
the lack of fixed perspedives. And 
remarkably, every member of the 
audience can believe he or she is 
constantly getting rhe best view, so 
completely does the choreography 
encompass the entire body, back 
and front. 

As always these days, the steps 
and rhe way they are sequenced are 
devised with the aid of a computer 
— Cunningham loves random 
choice. But it is tempting to read 
into them a deliberate imagery: in 
the way limbs feel weighted by the 
resistance of water; how a current 
seems to motivate the dancers like 
surfers riding a big wave: or in the 
way the surface calm conceals a 
deeper turbulence. He may be 78. 
but the grand old man of American 
dance isn’t done surprising us yeT. 

Debra Craine 
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ECErtnuaiiit * - 

PEACOCK THEATRE 

OFFICE 0171 3W 3800 


COMBTY THEATRE 3GB1731 

CC0171 344 4444 
“HJWARD FCOTi MnanBana 
tour de farce 1 ESte. 
’CLARE MGGMS milinf FT 
nHughVftaancre's 

ALETIRROF 

RESIGNATION 

•One of toe moat Mania and 
powe r ful ptays faton West fed.’ 

Mens* &gs 7.45 
Mas Wed 200, Sate 4IO 


CH1MON 3891737044 4444 

REDUCED SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY in 

THE COWLETE WORKS 
OFWLUAM 

SHAKESPEARE (abridged) 
AB 37 Rays in 97 Mnulto 
"Hlarioaa" r«nes 
“Go NoraTSuxtay Trees 
Mate Tin a 3.5® a 5 
Sira 4. Eves a apm 
THE COMPLETE HISTORY OF 
AMERICA (abridged) 
Tuesday* 8pm 
HoraBoofctoq to Easter 96 


DOMMION 0171656188610990 
2030200990 20402001714200000 
6*0 fee) ftps 0171416609610171 
3121997/0000614803 
'. DISNEY'S 

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

THE NEW Htt MUSICAL 
“AN atCHANTWQ EVENWG- 
0B4UWH.Y GLORIOUS" ttTel 
“A FEAST OF GOOD FUN" D Met 
Haw Group P a tes MoarbeoMng. 
MofrSat730 Wed ft SN Mats 230 


DRURYLANETHEATRE ROYAL 
S5cc(Bkofee} 24M74ay50171 ©4 
500QQ44 4444/420 0000 ftps 494 
5454/413 3311/312 8000 

MISS SAIGON 

“THE CLASSIC LOVE STORY 
OFOURTME” 

HOW M ns 

9TH BREATHTAKING YEAR! 
Eves 7.45 Uds Wed & Sa 3pra 
Good MMsaral *>r Vfed Mat 
Aapma p erta-nprtrRa 


DUCHESS BQ/CC 24 ta 
. 01714B46036 

494 538KS44 4444 (ei saw tag) 
QpsJB+OT 71 *45454 

SCISSOR HAPPY 

'JOLLY RWIIb Timas 
‘Shrieks of Laughter 1 S Tijw 
T oon rad bantoga than a Soviet 
Tmriar’TheGusdarT 
Men - Fn 8pm. SatS^O & RSOpm, 
IMs Wed gaiera trie tan £7.50 


FORTUNE BOKCC 0171836 
2238/3128033/4945388 

NOW BM ITS Ml HIT YEAR 
ROBERT DAVID 

DEMEG ER PULLAN 

Sum 

THE WOMAN IN BLACK 

taped ty Stephen MaMta 
“The moat Batting ml cbMng 
play for years” D MM 
Men-S3 8pm 
Mas Tubs 3pm Sal 4pm 
Rrmntag Omega* 


GARRICK0171 494 3BS/312199V 
494 5388 (no »o fee} 

GnMS 0171494 5454 
Manar of 19 Mafor Awerda 
The Royal Nadooel Thaeira 


PtPMLLER 

ALSONRSKE JOHNBARDON 

JBPrtesOey's 

AN INSPECTOR CALLS 

Th®ng-Jfcwt ba eead" OMad 
“Jiao bouts anftraElng, vtauaBy 
stasSng ftsma” DTri 
M0rvft)7 45.Sat50O4ai5. 

«fedmaf23Q_ 


OacUD *4 5065 (No tig tee) 
Eras 7.45 Mate Ttu 3/Sal 4 

THE PETSt HAIL COMPANY 
liARIM SHAW"A Joy” NT PD9 
KasaOTitera SmonWaol 

tAchael Denson tUcsGray 

Madriefeeftwer HcttnaHadad 

OSCAplWJ^MASTBWECE 

AN IDEAL HUSBAND 

“GREAT AND GLORIOUS" S-Tms 


HAYUARKET 

930 8800044 4444 (tkg tee) 

MAGGE QLCT 

StfiTH ATKHS 

JOm STANDING 
n EDWARDS ALBEES 

A DELICATE BALANCE 

raft SWN THOMAS 
JAMES LAURENSON 
ANNETTE CROSSE 
drected by ANTHONY PAGE 
Eves 8pm Wed 6 Sa mate 3om 


HER MAJESTY^ 24hr 494 5400 
(bkgfee)CC344 4444'420(tl£O(tee) 
ftps *4 5454/413 3311/436 5588 
ANDREW LLOYD WBBBTS 
AWARD W1NMNQ MUSICAL 

THE PHANTOM OF 
IHE OPERA 

Oreaed by WRJXD PfUNCE 
NOW BKG TO MAY 98 
Eves 7 45 Mate Wed & Sal 3 00. 
ApplyatoOlfcadafrfarraure 


LONDON PALLAMMBQiCC 
0171494 5020/344 4444 
(D M sevchgi 4200000 
Grps 0171*4 5450/312 BOO 

Mi DALE iEnme AS fagm 

OLIVER! 

3RD BtRSYteSSSLE YEAR 
UONa BARTS IIASTHtPIBS 
YOU CANT ASK FOR MORE 1 

STmc 

Eves 7 30 Mate W=d & Sa 230 
SOME GOOD SEATS AYAH. 
NOW FOR WHKDAYPBtfS 


LONDON PALLADIUM 0171 <94 
5030344 «i4 <»g tee/ ftps 0171 
4945454/4133321 

SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER 

Pravs 21 Apr. Op*n*5 May_ 


OPERA & BALLET 


SHAFTESBURY TH EATRE 

ftiuixmiSCOMECTawrtvTTiiunf | 


Tlie Royal Opera 

II barhift [^jjg|yj glia 

New Production Rossini 



LYCEUM CC 01716561B0G 
0990 500 800/344 4444/420 0000(bhg 
ftps 416 6076 
TIM RICE & 

AIEWEW LLOYD WEB8STS 

JESUS CHRIST 
SUPERSTAR 

“Sands ahtoera Tadnfl (town the 
■pine’ DTetegraph 
£vw745 MaffiV4W6Sa(3 
(no pkp tee tor penspnal calos a fte 
Lyceum tx» dice 10em6pm) 

C15 triete tot dodeta aral Mon-Thu 
are beriobte n advance 
Nora bookfeyg to March 1998 
Some atos aval a door Man-Fit 


LYRIC 0171494 5045 (2*t & CC Big 
teeV344<444(Bkgtaal 
GmpsOITI 045454 
Royal Staesperae Oompany 
ANTONY OCR in 

CYRANO 
DE B ERGERAC 

'AtUKb&r periotmance tan 
Antony Sha'S-Ttaws 
Eve.* 730pm 
Ma5Yfed8S**2JQpm 


LYRIC 0171494 5045 P4hr & CC Bq 
feeV344 444 (Bq tee) 
ftwps 0171494 5454 
Royal Shatespeare C&mpany 

CYRANO 

DE BERGERAC 

'A ear perfonam fcom 

Anthony SharSTlmec 
Ews 730pm. Opens 27 Nw 7pm 
LMtadtenanmaSSNaif 


NATIONAL TWATRE BO 0171 
928 ma ftps 0171 SB 0741: 
2«r cc bks fee 0171 420 000a 
LYTTELTON Today 2.15 & 730 
CLOSER a new play by Part* 
Mater 

COTTESLOE Toda y 230 ft 730 

LOVE a iw pisy by Tom Smppad 
Uai 730 HUTABHIIIE a no* 
eta tra ftare MtGurrass 


NEW LONDON Ouy Lane 1K2 BO 
0171405 0072 CC 0171404 4079 
2thr 0171344 <444/000000 
SjB 01714133311/4355588 
TtC/WeOlOYDHBBSV 
TS-EUCfTfJTBMTKm 
maytonawsc/L 

CATS 

Ewe 7.45 Mate Tue ft Sffl 330 
Bars open ar 645 

UWIED NO. OF SEATS AVAIL 
DAILY FROM BOX OFRCE- 


OLDV1C 0171926 7616 
34ta 4200000 (ho £*g (eel 
THE PEIHt HALL COMPANY 
Final Pari WATTING FOR 
GODOT by SamuM Bodtan Tue 
730txn. Leel 3 Parfi THE 
PROVOK’D WIFE by Sk John 
Vanbrugh Tcn/l ft Pn 7 30cm; Fkral 
Pert WASTE ty Harley OwivOe 
B*tarThu73£tortLaa»2Pert» 
THE SEAGULL by Anton 
Chekhov. EngfishwraonbyTom 
Stoppard Tomor 3pm ft WBd 
730pm; Last 3 Parte KING LEAR 
tV WUtan Shakaapaan Today ft 
TIm 230pm Last 2 Parts 
SHSfl MG SOULS oy Chris 
Haman Tomor Bpm, Mon 7.3Cpm 
LAST 2 WKS-MU3T BtD DEC 6 


PALACETHEATRE 0171 ^34 0900 
ec2«w |t«g feej 0171-344 <444 [bkg 
fee] ftps 01714133311 
THE WORLD'S MOST POPULAR 
MUSICAL 

IiS MISERABLE? 

ttoWM ITS 13TH 
RBCOI IU B BE AI Q NQ YEAR 
Ewe 7 30 Mate Thj ft Sri 230 
Lamcnnas no adrnsed 
udleitnai 
LMTHJNO CFKAT5 AVAIL 
D4LY FROM BCK OFRCE 


PHOENIX BOCC 01713691733 
/344 4444/420 0000 (fee) 

BEST MUSICAL 

OfenOanBAuante 
Ptay6 A PfejrasAvot Nowto Aarads 
WILLY RUSSaj.’S 

BLOOD BRUISERS 

^Brtngatta auAanca to ka teat, 
and raartog Bs approwT 0 Mel 
Eras 7 45 Mta This 3pm Sa 4pm 


PICCADILLY 01713891734/0171 
344 4444/0171420 0000 04taJ 
ADVENTURES m MOTION 
PICTURES’ 

CINDERELLA 

TJazzOns-startAngiy originaLa 
htomphant succees* Obsarrar 
Movsa 73C. wad & sa 230 

CasDtoitolfine 01714340194 
"SEASON EXTENDED* 
TICKETS AVAIL MOW 
FORAU.PBVS* 
«Mgraa>Mfa* 


PLAYHOUSE 01718394401 
cc 3164747 

"Otingeously B*>yaMo" Tmes 
"SUPERBLY ACTED" DTd 

erb! 

A comedy by SHOO WILSON 
Setmg 

AMANDA COfdN 

DONOHOC REDGRAVE 

Draaad by SIMON CALLOW 
Bw8pm UBteTh»ftSa3pm 


PRMCE B3WARD 0171447 5400 
na Cal4200100 CC 344 4444 
ftnftB 420 0200 
LAST 4 MONTHS TO SK 
BOUBUL ft SCHONBERfiTS 
‘^MUSICAL IKSTHIPIECF' 
M Her Tito 

MARTIN GUERRE 
BEST NEW MUSICAL 

LAURENCE OUVIER AWARDS 
MUST CLOSE 28 FEB 
Lfcn-Sa 745 MasThift Sa 300 


PRINCE OF WALES 0171839 5987 
RraCaS4200000CC 3444444 Ops 

4200200 ftaaptn»080061490S 
GRAMMY AWARD WINNING 
MUSICAL 

"Hot from Broadraay. Enough 
energy to alacbliy a dty" D Mai 

5H0KEY JOE’S CAFE 

THE SONGS OF LEfiffl ft STOLLSt 
Mon-Thi fern, Fii S45&830. Sa 
3pm S 8pm 

MOW BOOtONG TO SBT1996 


QUEEHS BQteOf 71494 50*0 
CC 344 4444 ftps 580 87931494 5454 

BUGSY MALONE 

THE MESSEST SHOW 
IN TOWN! 

Eves 7 30 Mate Wed ft Sa 230 
i ngrro SEASON T010 JAN 


ROYAL SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY 

STRATFORD 01789 29S623/0541 
541051 RSr.TWELFTH NIGHT 
Toni 730 SWAN: ROMEO AM) 
JULIET Today 130 & 730 TOP 
ROBERTO 2UCCO TcriT 730 
LONDON 0171 G38 8891 Baffitoaft 
HAMLET Tent lien 715 
PtSPAMSH TRAGEDY Tote 
200 & 7.15._ 


Sadar’a WalleattbePaaeock 
Thaatra (0171) 314 8800 

WALLACE & GROMIT 

AUVE ON STAGE 
UrtadOrwiTBsSeecon 
Ontl ip January 


SAVOYBOfcc 01716358888 
CC 420 0000 
tANIOCHARDSON 
TO«OE FARCE” DTa 
GRAHAM CROWDEN 
■BfflOSfta.rRJNNTNDIW 

THE MAGISTRATE 

byAithorWfngPidara 
FtanSDecember 
UHTCD SEASON 


STUARTTWS 01718361443 
Eras 8 . Tue 2.45, S9S ft a. 

AGATHA CHRISTIE'S 
THE MOUSETRAP 
46th YEAR 


STRAND THEATRE Bor 08 ft cc 
(no fee) 0171930 8BOO 
CC (Hg fee) 0171344 4444/420 0000 
Oops 01714133321/0171 065588 

•BUDDY* 

The Buddy Hofly Story 
“BRXUAIfr Son 

•BUDDY* 

“WONDERFUL STUFF* Sui Tel 
Tuas-Ttaea0Fn530 &830 
Sos 530 ft 830 & Sundays 
ftOQpm 

ALL SEATS 1/2 PfBCE FT? 5 30 PERF 
9ft KNOCKOUT YEW 
Now boofengWfte year 2000 


THE OLD VIC 0171 928 7618 
FM CM 0171420 0000 CC 344 4444 
Pram 12 Dec Tima Out 
Awnrd-wfcmtog 

SUVA’S SN0WSH0W 

“MaglcaL guaranteed to make 
awn tfae glum thaw Mo 
happiness” Gowrwr 
For 23 pertotmances orfy 
bes 7 45pm Mas 4pm 
Parted tar the Christmas 
hoMdayi 


VAUDEVILLE UVB 0177 836 9987 
CC01713444444 Groups 580 6793 

JULIAN CLARY 

9 December ■ 3 Jaiuary 
Eras 8pm, Sa 4pm A 8pm 
BEST AVAILABLE SEATS 
_FBOMCI&89 


Wctoita Pataca 01718341317,420 
0000,344 4444. Amazing group rates. 
4200200.4133321 
SPECIAL HOLIDAY 
AMD CHRISTMAS SEASONT 
FAME 

*Afm«X»TR»AFHr 
MMonStafey 
FANE 
Tte Malta 

“BREA7HTAWNG!" hdepmteni 
MavThu 730, Fn 530 ft 8.30, 

Sa 3 ft 730 

ALL SEATS * PfKE FM 530 
PERF, 

“FOR A LRHTH) SEASON 
__ UNTB. IAN 17" 


WHITEHALL 01713691735 

Mon-ThurflilO WSat 7® 1930 
KMCaSWEU.fi 

m SLOW DRAG 

A JAZZ MUSICAL 
■BEST MUSICAL IN THE WEST 
auy Ned Stalin 


WYNDHAMS 3691738044 4444 
BEST COMEDY 

Ew Studanl Awards 
BEST COMEDY 
Laurence Oflvfer Awards 

“ART’ 

MALCOLM STORRY 
NIGEL HAVBTS 
RON CQQK 

A new pEay by Yasmra Reza 

Trans by OristophcrHamptoi 
Ewb, Mate Wed a. Sat ft SunS . 
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The truth 
behind the 


beastly tales 


Simon Barnes on the animals 


that stalk the mind’s wilderness 


O nce again the Beast of 
Bodmin raises its 
comely head. Or may¬ 
be it doesn’t Still, this week 
has brought us yet another 
photograph of the legendary 
cat, and a jolly beast-like snap 
it is, too. But it matters little 
whether our modern-day Gri¬ 
malkin is. or is not, lurking in 
the West Country wilds. It soft- 
foots its way unchallenged 
across the minds of the Eng¬ 
lish people. 

Unlike the Africans, who 
inhabit a darker continent, 
who see lions and elephant 
and hippopatami aplenty, we 
are a bit short of real mon¬ 
sters. That is why we are so 
captivated by beastly tales. 
Imaginary animals lurk in the 
darker wildernesses of our 
minds. 

There is a whole science — I 
use the term loosely — dedicat¬ 
ed to them. These are beasts 
that a Roman Catholic priest 
— who always comes into it. 
for some reason — swears he 
has seen. Bur for us more 
ordinary mortals, they seem 
always to exist just a fraction 
beyond the focus of the longest 
lens. They live and breathe 
and have their being just a 
tantalising inch away from 
outright proof. Study of these 
animals is called 
zoology. 

The Loch Ness 
Monster. Bigfoot, 
the Abominable 
Snowman: these are 
always considered 
to be leviathans that 
rime forgot The 
Lodi Ness Monster 
is (or is not) a plesio¬ 
saur that survived 
the great cretaceous 


crypto- 


Man had 
a natural 
fear of the 
natural 
world 


extinction: the others are great 
apes, missing links that some¬ 
how leapt clear when the grim 
reaper of extinction swung his 
scythe. 

Other cryptic monsters have 
a more prosaic background. 
My early journalistic days, 
tedious enough in all con¬ 
science. on the Surrey Mirror 
were occasionally enlivened 
by tales of the Surrey Puma. A 
pet rabbit had only to be 
nibbled by a fox or a dog and 
the whole story could be 
gleefully resurrected again. 

Does the puma still stalk 
around Reigate and Redhill? If 
so. it is certainly most venera¬ 
ble by now. But perhaps it has 
sired a dynasty of pumas, 
living their secret lives, ever 
just a torch beam-length away 
from a clear sighting. 

There is always a feasible 
explanation for such myster¬ 
ies: usually an escape from a 
zoo or the menagerie of some 
eccentric collector. Or perhaps 
they are animals deliberately 
released by unscrupulous lib¬ 
erators — the guerrilla wing of 
the RSPCA, perhaps. 

The Beast of Bodmin is now 
revealed in a fairly convincing 
photograph as. at the very 
least, an awfully large pussy¬ 
cat — probably a puma. There 
are apparently (or allegedly) a 
pair. Footprints have been 
found in china day pits that 
give "every indication'* of a 
puma and a cub. The critters 
are breeding our there! Cue 
Jurassic Pari music. 


Weil, maybe they are. We 
certainly want to believe it At 
Jeast the souvenir touts do, A 
home-grown monster is great 
for trade in T-shirts and mugs 
and dishcloths and pens. But 
our desire to believe goes 
farther than that. 

Belief in something mon¬ 
strous out there, something 
big and hairy and razor- 
fan ged, goes deep into our 
human race-memories — into 
atavistic instincts kept alive in 
fairy tale. The story of little 
Red Riding Hood may seem a 
merry tale, bur once it was a 
nightmare. Not so very many 
millennia ago, the forests real¬ 
ly were dangerous. Little boys 
really did cry wolf. Uttie girls 
really might meet families of 
bears. People got killed out 
there. 

Now. in the area around 
Bodmin Moor,' reactions 
range from incredulity 
through rather edgy facetious- 
ness to complete and touching 
faith. This sort of wild beast 
comes to us in the form of 
fiction, imagination, folk-tale 
and maybe the occasional 
escape. And we respond to 
them as a strange, ungovern¬ 
able form of nostalgia: an 
involuntary memory of times 
we never knew, times when 
the balance of power of life on 

_ earth was utterly 

different. 

Once people lived 
in a state of siege, in 
islands of civilisa¬ 
tion surrounded by 
oceans of wilder¬ 
ness. And in the 
wilderness were 
beasts that could 
bite. Now our wil¬ 
derness survives 
islands: besieged 


in 


only 

patches of green threatened by 
lapping oceans of rivilisatian. 

Our ancestors had a natural 
fear of wilderness and a 
natural fear of the natural 
world. We are still in the grip 
of this fear. Perhaps that is 
why the pace of destruction of 
the natural world continues 
unabated: our technology is 
21st century, but part of our 
minds is always running 5,000 
years off the pace. 


C 


ryptozoology is an in¬ 
structive subject, but 
mainly for what it tells 
us about the human mind: 
always half in love with, half 
in deadly fear of the wild. But, 
as a matter of fact, I can cell 
you about creatures ten times 
as word as the Loch Ness 
Monster and the Beast of 
Bodmin simply by stretching 
out a hand to my bookshelves. 

I am aimpiling a bestiary, 
you see: a bestiary of endan¬ 
gered animals. Real ones: 
beasts whose current existence 
is not in doubt, although their 
future existence is. These in¬ 
clude such delights as the 
Kerry slug, the St Helena 
giant earwig, the pygmy hog¬ 
sucking louse and the Iowa 
Pleistocene snaiL 
These are all genuine crea¬ 
tures but all genuinely threat¬ 
ened with extinction. Moral: 
the natural world is not, after 
all, weirder than we imagine. 
It is weirder than we can 
imagine. 
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Cultured tunup 


U’Turnip^ (^ani^stx> wasin/esto) 

Xhese vegetables -do not live up ^ 

perfect hash* leaxring anasty taste, but $ffll remain popular- 


Pulp fact for the prurient 


T he marital affairs of Earl 
Spencer, currently before a 
court in South Africa, are of 
no conceivable public inter¬ 
est to Britain. The custodian of the 
Spencer millions is not running for 
public office and holds no profession¬ 
al trust. He receives no public funds. 
The state of his marriage, the extent 
of his wealth, the glamour of his 
women, the quantity (or quality) of 
his infidelities in no way impinge on 
public policy. 

No law is at issue in his case, no 
wider principle in need of public 
debate. Divorce court proceedings 
are conducted in public only on the 
archaic and often oqieL grounds that 
marriage breakdown is a communal, 
not a private affair. But even a 
divorce should nor involve the sacri¬ 
fice of every right to privacy. 

Earl Spencer is a private citizen 
who has emphatically refused to 
consent to intrusion on his affairs. 
Other than what is said in a 
courtroom, he is entitled to the 
protection of the code of practice laid 
down by the Press Complaints Com¬ 
mission. No “public interest" defence 
applies. 

I must, of course, be joking. "No 
public in teres tT cries the public with 
one voice. What about the massive 
interest of the public? Go on. give us 
another tale of the love life of the sexy 
earl. Read out another salacious 
detail about the umpteenth model. 
Here is a real-life nobleman, brother 
of the saintly Diana, ensnared by an 
entire regiment of alimony-sex-and- 
shopping harridans. All they wanted 
was to nab a title and grab some cash 
— "just a little, tiny cheque" said one 
this week — and then he treats them 
badly. The man is dearly a cad. The 
world loves to see such men brought 

other 


Though Earl Spencer is a private citizen, 
his infelicities inflame public interest. We 
deal rough justice, but there is no escape 


tion. an event that did little to 
enhance die good name of London 
lawyer/fiances. Neither Miss Cantos 
nor Mr Michael were going to 
sacrifice spending commitments 
merely for want of a wedding. She 
has duly become Saint Joan of the 
chat shows in America's gender war. 
He is collecting his thoughts in Tahiti 
and trying to avoid the press. If there 
is one thing the world cannot tolerate, 
it is a cancelled wedding. 

These are all private people. Nei¬ 
ther Earl Spencer nor Mr Michael 
sought publicity for their private 
lives, indeed both struggled to avoid 
fa Earl Spencer “put himself for¬ 
ward" on the issue of privacy in his 
funeral oration on 
Diana. I disagreed 
with what he said. 

But nothing there 
jeopardised his os¬ 
tensible rights 
under Britain’s pri¬ 
vacy regulation. 

True, he also prof¬ 
fered himself as 
protector of the heir 
to the throne. Ac- 


Simon 



low. No public interest? Pull thei 
one. 

1 had better start again. Readers of 
this newspaper will have noted a 
story filling most of page five of 
Wednesdays issue. The headline was 
‘Holiday alone for lawyer who fled 
bride and gloom". A Londoner 
named Tasos Michael had met 
Nicole Cbmos, the daughter of a New 
York banana tycoon, on a Mediterra¬ 
nean beach. Love blossomed and a 
marriage was arranged. Just before 
the ceremony, the groom panicked 
and fled alone to the Tahitian hotel 
which he had intended for their 
honeymoon. 

The mortified Miss Comos was not 
ro be outsnubbed. She invited the 
wedding guests to a slap-up recep- 


conding to his wife’s publicists, his 
domestic arrangements hardly make 
him ideal to fill that role. All in all, he 
may be an odd fish, unappealing 
except to a narrow class of entrepre¬ 
neurial females. But lack of charm 
should not expunge his right to 
natural justice. 

The breakdown in their personal 
relationships has meant both Earl 
Spencer and Mr Michael being 
subjected to public obloquy, pun¬ 
ished beyond all sense of proportion. 
Given the publicity they have experi¬ 
enced. I doubt if any woman has an 
ounce of sympathy far either of them. 

The only place for such men is in 
the wrong. No ruination, no bank¬ 
ruptcy, no slur on their good name is 
too much. Mr Michael should have 
gone to the altar. Earl Spencer should 
have paid up like a man. Any 
punishment fits the crime, with a 
willing media acting as judge, jury 
and executioner. Husbands, wives, 
children, all are swept up and 
delivered to the gallows, to a gallery 
of cheering women. 


What business is this of ours? All 
broken marriages are tragic, but the 
shades of guilt are peculiarly unsuit¬ 
ed to a court of law, let alone to the 
cruder jury of the press. If the courts 
must be involved, I do not see what 
public interest is served by them 
sitting in open session, certainly no 
interest that outweighs the harm to 
the parties and their children. If 
"reporting restrictions" can apply in 
cases of child crime and rape, why 
not in matrimonial litigation, espe¬ 
cially where children are involved? 
Were these men victims of physical 
injury from a mob, the law would 
offer them protection. To be the 
victim of mob ridicule under court 
privilege leaves 
them defenceless. 

Yet to assert a 
right to privacy is 
not file same as 
formulating its 1 en¬ 
forcement.- Court 
procedure .aside*- 
nobody has found a 
way of doing this. 
Especially for those 
already famous, the 


or self-regulation, is swept aside by 
. voracious reader appetite. The “pub¬ 
lic interest*’ defence for intrusion is 
hopelessly ambiguous. It is a shoe 
that can be stretched to fit any foot 

The private infelicity of others is of 
utter public fascination. All other 
excuses for intrusion are humbug. 

- Pulp fiction will appease this fascina¬ 
tion, but when pulp fact is on offer, 
there is joy in Heaven and Fleet 
Street 

England has no word for Schaden- 
^ude.butftcertainlyhasayenforit 
How delirious it is to see the pain of 
others. Affairs of the' heart turned 
sour are worth a dozen sleaze rows or 
Euro-debates or fox-hunting bans. 
Here are human anguish, courage, 
viciousness and love paraded before 
us, and in real time. A high-profile 
divorce is prize fighting for roman¬ 
tics. Damn the press for its intrusive- 
ness, cries the public, as it pours into 
fire shop to buy eveiy scrap of 
intrusive news. 

Joseph Gonrad wrote that no man 
has crane of age until life has visited 
. him with a mraistrous practical joke. 
The flippancy was aimed at a darker 
truth, there is something of Lord Jim 
both Mr Michael and Earl* 


m- 


conditions are too hard to define. In 
Earl Spencer's case, many would still 
consider him fair game given the 
terms of his funeral oration. Jr is one 
thing to assert that people must be 
allowed to take a stance on privacy 
without thereby sacrificing any right 
to it themselves. Jt is another to 
imagine a court convicting a news¬ 
paper presenting a “public interest" 
defence, when the plaintiff is rich, 
well-known, spoke at Diana’s funeral 
and leads what many would consider 
to be a less than blameless private 
life. It is even harder to define the 
rights of a husband in such a case, 
when the wife chooses to breach his 
privacy as a tactical weapon both in 
and out of court 

As Earl Spencer has been forced to 
admit, even South Africa’s stringent 
privacy laws are no defence against 
the media equivalent of a tornado. 
Like all privacy laws, South Africa's 
are fine when dormant and useless 
when put to the test The Spencer 
story is simply too big for the law to 
handle. All restraint whether by law 


Spence-. Mri Midrad vanished to 
distant par^ after having an onrush 1 
of wisdom; for which no one wiflgryei; f 
him-credit Lord Spencer vanished-, 
despite being bran to perk .and 
privilege, apparently, to start a new 
life. Betti are victims erf a fame they 
never sought Yet such people can 
draw down only so much sympathy: 



T hey are best seen as victims 
of accident caught at ran¬ 
dom in the roving spotlight ■' 
of celebrity. They then ber 
come mirrors which we hold up to 
our faces, either to understand our¬ 
selves better or, at worst to make 
ourselves feel good. Alexander Pope 
understood the paradox of sdf- 
righteousness amid disaster. His 
tarnished humanity was "Sole judge 
of truth, in endless error hurl'd/ The 
gloiy, jest and riddle-of the world.” 
Marriage is a microcosm of such 
equivocal glory. The proper study of 
mankind is married man. 

Each week offers fresh material for 
this study. The justices rough' on ■ 
persons known or unknown. But 
there is no escape. If fame is an 
accident it must be treated as a joke 
in bad taste. We must laugh in its 
face. If Earl Spencer cannot take a 
joke, he should not have married the 
woman in question. 


Howard 



■ Fond farewell 
to a hero 
and a pedant 


T he couple marching west¬ 
ward down Piccadilly 
were impeccably turned 
oul He in Hamburg and sub- 
fuse overcoal with furled um¬ 
brella hooked over his arm. She 
in black for hat with diamond 
regimental badge of the Mutton 
Lancers. I fell 'in beside them 
and said: "You must be march¬ 
ing for Shan Hackett Mind if I 
join you?" The eminent general 
peered through the gloom at my 
Black Watch tie and asked: 
"Were you in his regiment?" But 
I was one of Hackeu’s friends 
from the peccabiy turned out 
world of hackery. 

Sir John Hackett’s memorial 
service was one of die last for 
what in Forty Years On Alan 
Bennett called “The Breed", and 
whom mischievous obituarists 
describe as “the Moustaches": 
genuine heroes. But Shan was a 
rarer breed than that He was a 
scholar-general Soldier poets 
are common, as seen in this 
week's film Regeneration. But 
those are other ranks or junior 
officers. 

Scholar-generals crane once a 
century aim are regarded with 
suspicion by Whitehall Archie 
WaveU was removed from 
North Africa by Churchill, but 
as Viceroy he laid the founda¬ 
tions for Independence for 
which Mountbatten claimed the 
credit. Philip Sidney was cut off 
at Zutphen. having discarded 
leg armour when he found that 
a comrade-in-arms had neglect¬ 
ed to wear any. Julius Caesar is 
remembered more for his com¬ 
mentaries than his conquests. 

So Shan's service was an 
unusual mixture. It was both 
pukka and intellectual- There 
were more field marshals than 
one would dare to shake a 
swagger stick aL and brigadiers 
in razor-creased suits acted as 
ushers. But the words were read 
by eminent professors in smok¬ 
ing-room suits and the choir 
came -from King’s College 
London in student jeans. 

I met Shan when he wrote to 
me about solecisms in The 
Timesj P wrote back unusually 
bmklyxni’the subject of "gay" as. 
aiiadjective or noun applied- to a 
homosexual, pointing out that 
the word had shady-sexual roots 
from tts origins. And 1 rounded 
off. impertinently.' telling him 
that he ran some risk of becom¬ 
ing a linguistic curmudgeon. 

From that letter we became 
friends. For Shan was that white 
unicorn of language, a broad¬ 
minded pedant He was also no 
mean classicist His presidential 
address to the Classical Associ¬ 
ation, treating the Iliad as if it 
were a modem campaign, was a 
tour de force. He witnessed the 
origin of the slang "to swan 
artfond*. 1 For he was open to the 
young and their language, 
which was why there was no 
student rebellion at King’s 30 
years ago. And after we had 
saluted the last scholar-general, 
the old and the bold, the gowns 
and the towns marched to the 
Cavaby and Guards Chib to' 
toast him in flowing cham¬ 
pagne. And if ever tempted to be 
unduly permissive or less than 
precise about language. I shall 
remember my dear liberal ped¬ 
ant and simplify. 


Own goal 


A LABOUR MP looks set to take a new job that would put him under 
pressure to resign from the House of Commons. Tom Fendry is expected to 
be appointed as head of the Football Trust, for which he would be paid 
partly out of public funds. Under parliamentary rules, ministers are the 
only MPs allowed to be remunerated from the public purse. Tony Blair 
has pushed Pendry for the job after passing him orer for Sports Minister 
in favour of Tony Banks. Fendry, who remains bitter at his failure to gain 
the portfolio last May after having been sports spokesman, will be able to 
establish his own power base to 


• OASIS are to be invited to 
perform at the Millennium Dome. 
Tony Blair’s favourite rockers are 
being wooed by Peter Mandelson, 
a friend of Alan McGee, the 
Gallagher brothers’ record com¬ 
pany boss. This could solve a crisis, 
as little has been organised by way 
of nocturnal entertainment. I have 
just one question: by 2000, will 
Oasis be starring as buskers at the 
new Greenwich Underground? 



Chancellor has turned to City 
headhunters Price Waterhouse to 
find a new Permanent Secretary. 
Facing competition for the 
£l25000-a-year post has done lit¬ 
tle to win him the fab bloke of the 
year award from civil servants — 
particularly as the need for legal 
qualifications is to be waived. 


compete with Banks. The Football 
Trust is to be given £5 million from 
the lottery — which Tories will 
insist is public money. The chair¬ 
man. Lord Aberdare, a former 
Tory minister, is stepping down. 
Richard Faulkner, his deputy, was 
to be offered the job by trustees. 

But Whitehall has intervened to 
push for Pendry, The appointment 
is now awaiting the endorsement of 
Banks, who prefers Faulkner. But I 
gather that he has been overruled 
by Blair. The job was to be unpaid, 
but Pendry apparently had as¬ 
sumed he would receive a salary. 
Should he get one, it raises ques- 



Prickly visitor jasper gerard 


Tony Banks Tom Pendry 


tions about whether he could be 
deemed to be holding an "office of 
profit under ihe Crown”. “I have 
had no formal offer," ventures the 
bejewelled Pendry. "I understand 
that the job is a paid position.” 


THE 
FOX St 
P&n/fire 




THE Queen has just eaten the first 
pineapple to be grown here since 
the 18th century. The Smooth Cay¬ 
enne was presented at Bucking¬ 
ham Palace on Thursday night 
from the Lost Gardens of Heligan 
— a revivalist patch down in Corn¬ 
wall. Her Majesty are file fruit in¬ 
stead of pudding that night It was 
delivered in a taxi by Tim Smit 
chief pineapple-tender. “We found 
the shrub in South Africa and grew 
it in 100 tons of hot manure in our 
lSth-cenmry pineapple pits," he 
says proudly, “Prince Charles visit¬ 
ed in June and suggested that his 
mother might like one." So how 


come Hanoverian sorts could grow 
them? “They used to keep bays up 
all night to swish pineapples 
around in steaming manure." Deli¬ 
cious. J am sure. 


• AFTER Lord Irvine of Lairgs de¬ 
partment shelled out a reported 
EOOjQOO for wallpaper, the lord 


OLD TIMES . 

“It Is not mkrers who should 
faux the sa^ but .mbiisteis 
who betrayed foem." Robin 
Cook In 19B3, on Michael 
Hessttine’s energy poRcy. This 
week. Labour backbenchers, 
accused the Government of 
faRing to protect 5,000 threat¬ 
ened fobs bithe industry. 



Seedy plans 

THE SPIRIT of Nazism will forev¬ 
er pervade the Reichstag—thanks, 
partly, to Sir Norman Faster. The 
British architect, giving the build¬ 
ing an MoT so it can house the new 
Goman parliament, is studying 
the papers of the architect Albert 
Speer, a particular favourite of 
Adolf Hitler. Speer conducted ex¬ 
tensive geotechnical surveys for 
foundations on which to build balls 
of the people; victory arches, grand 
avenues, stuff to please Adolf. Now 
Foster is cribbing his notes. "Speer 
discussed with a German engineer 
how to make parliament as energy- 
efficient as possible," I am told. 
Among the ideas being chewed 
over? Powering the Reichstag by 
rapeseedofl. 


The Queen: pineapple meal 


NEWTOIES -. •••'•*• 

CHRISTMAS spirit Shoppers' 
'pasting the: windows ot the.. 
VDfckfrts ttep0rtmen4> 

. store in London w® be treated; •• 
.. to the contoeffng sight of :■ 
-female -irtbtftris in evening-. 

- dresa—each holding aqotxf 
wffl Kalashnikov rifle encrusted 7 
a otiftors.. - . 




Bra debate: Ken Livingstone 

« 



Magazine publisher Fortier; Labour MP Maishall-Andrews 


PARTYTIME 

HAVING chewed over the quali¬ 
ty of pariiamentaj^ debate at the 
Spectator awards at the Savoy 
fast week. lunchtime conversa¬ 
tion turned, naturally, to bras. 
Ken Livingstone raised the mat¬ 
ter with Kimberly Fortier, the 
magazine’s publisher. And she 
sug gests tha t.the Left's champt- 
ott recommended the Queen’s 
brasriere manufacturer (Rigby & 
Ptller, apparently). The MP 
offers a different slant “I would 
only recommend M&S, definite¬ 
ly," he vetitures- 
Top table conversation was 
more reflective. Lord Callaghan 


of Cardiff said- “Sitting tin the 
terrac e erf the Commons on an 
“temoon fast summer with the 
PM. he said that he had never 
■ Harold Wilson. I was even 
more shocked when the Conser¬ 
vatives elected a leader younger 
“ an jny grandson." Later I 
stumbled across the marvellous 
Bob Maxshail-Andrews, raffish 
QC and Labour MP. slurping 
firon a silver salver. He sugeesi- 
. an excellent dictum for polit¬ 
ical survival. “If you manage to 
. keep your head while all around 
are losing theirs, then you have 
seriously failed to grasp the 
gravity of the situation." 
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green pique 

The EU should get off its high horse at the climate conference 


Five years ago a i the Rio de Janeiro “Earth 

agreed that, for all 
the multiple disagreements about its extent 
and nature, global warming was a suf¬ 
ficiently senous planetary risk to warrant an 
Internationa] convention to limit climate 
change. AD countries agreed to report on 
their emissions of the “greenhouse gases" 
notably carbon dioxide, which trap heat in 
the atmosphere; and the industrialised 
countnes, which account for 70 per cent of 
emissions, also agreed on a voluntary basis 
to make a start on cutting their COz 
emissions. No country was willing to 
commit itself to legally binding targets. 

The international debate since then has 
become decidedly heated—not least because 
Rio divided the world into the “Annexe 1" 
industrialised countries which were to cut 
emissions and the rest, which successfully 
argued that to do so would unfairly inhibit 
their economic growth. Climate change has 
thus become hostage to all the destructive 
habits of north-south diplomacy. But the 
diplomats have inched forward. Two years 
ago in Berlin, the Annexe 1 countries agreed 
to legally binding limits on future emissions, 
although they deferred a decision to 1997. 

That deadline has now arrived; but the 169 
governments which descend on Kyoto this 
Monday are bitterly divided about what 
target to set by when, and even about who 
should sign up to it The European Union 
has taken a maximalist position which 
would reduce the industrialised world’s 
emissions to 85 per cent of 1990 levels by 
2010. America, pointing out that most EU 
countries will not even meet the Rio goal of 
stabilising COz emissions at 1990 levels by 
2000, says that this is simply not credible. 
The EU is derisive of America’s own offer, 
which goes no further than stabilising at 
1990 levels by around 2012. America further 
insists that there will be no de&l if the 


developing countries continue ter be given a 
“free ride". Deadlock is possible. 

The EU should get off its high horse, fast. 
What matters at Kyoto is not so much the 
precise target that is set—this can always be 
toughened in future negotiations — but the 
legal precedent There are serious argu¬ 


ments about how much needs to be done, 
how soon, and even the US target would 
represent a cut of 30 per cent on what its 
emissions would otherwise be by 2012. A 
modest target is better than none at all. 
Equally, America should accept that the 
West has a responsibility to set the pace. 

The one thing that would represent an 
unacceptable risk is delay. This is because 
emissions in the developing countries are 
rising fast; they have gone up in the past five 
years lay between 25 per cent and 50 per cent 
in India, China. Indonesia and South Korea. 
The Americans have a point. Bui there is no 
prospect of the wider bargain that is needed 
if the West, as today's principal polluter, 
cannot agree now to legal limits. 

Beyond Kyoto, governments should think 
hard about methods, not just targets. Many 
of the actions required if COz output is to be 
reduced make good economic as well as en¬ 
vironmental sense. It would benefit Ger¬ 
many to cut its coal subsidies, Britain to 
insulate its houses better and America to 
promote fuel-efficient cars. But others will be 
very expensive. 

So the next step is to look at trade-offs of 
two kinds. The first should be to help 
developing countries with technology that 
would help fuel-efficient growth. The second 
could, as America has urged, be to develop a 
trade in emissions “pen-rats’’. The idea 
would be for countries where emissions can 
be cut more cheaply to sell emission rights to 
others where they would cost more. Since 
climate knows no boundaries, what matters 
is overall transmissions, and this could cut 
costs of CO 2 reductions in the developed 
world by up to 40 per cent. Poorer countries 
would make gains, in return, in technology 
and efficiency. last month, the US signed 
what could be a model deal of this land with 
Argentina. Britain, Germany and the US 
have begun drafting trading rules and a few 
key future polluters, such as India, have 
expressed cautious interest But this is 
delicate bargaining territory. Deadlock at 
Kyoto would end the prospects of such trade¬ 
offs. The EU goes to Kyoto clothed in right¬ 
eousness. It is more important to return with 
a deal than with a glow of virtue unrequited. 


FALSE TRAIL 

The Govemmenfs options after the anti-hunting vote 


After the relative calm of Bosnia, Tbny Blair 
has to consider his options in the harsher 
Kght of the House crfaCtormnons vote on 
hunting. Michael Foster's Wild Mamihals . 
(Hunting with Dogs) Bill received a massive 
260-vote majority. As matters stand, this 
legislation will probably not make further 
progress during this session of Parliament 
That is not though, certain. Mr Blair has 
been presented with a dilemma, a potential 
opportunity and a possible danger. - 

There will be the temptation for the Prime 
Minister to acknowledge the “will of the 
people". The anti-hunting cause amid be co¬ 
opted and introduced as an amendment to a 
Criminal Justice Bill. This might have many 
tactical advantages. The Government would 
receive direct credit for the abolition mea¬ 
sure. It would offer radicalism of a sort but 
without unfortunate public expenditure 
consequences. A substantial section of the 
electorate would be impressed. Further¬ 
more, this might appease dozens of increas¬ 
ingly restless Labour backbench members. 

Yet, the most significant incentive would 
be of an entirely different nature. Those who 
want to move swiftly against the House of 
Lords have sensed this is also their moment 
The heriditary peers oouid be drawn into a 
showdown on this issue. Nothing would 
undermine the case for retaining their 
lordships in their current form more than a 
reactionary struggle on behalf of an unloved 
minority. The ermine and the fox might both 
be dealt with in one sitting- This would 
prompt further plaudits still frean the same 
potential rebels who could otherwise oppose 
Mr Blair on sodal security questions. 

There is also, however, the danger of 
trying to be too clever. There are substantial 


risks in tins approach that should not be 
underestimated. Mr Blair’s cherished reput¬ 
ation as a “fairly straight sort of guy” would 
be damaged by a shift that so smacked of 
opportunism. To turn a Criminal Justice Bill 
—concerned with teenage tearaways — into 
a conduit for a completely different subject 
would be a juvenile offence of Jack Straw’s 
making. A proposal that should attract all¬ 
party support would become a battlefield. 

The House of Lords might not play the 
losing role that has been scripted. Once Mr 
Blair had declared war, their present self- 
restraint —on devolution and the incorpora¬ 
tion of the European Convention — could 
disappear very swiftly. It is possible that a 
Criminal Justice Bill that included an anti¬ 
hunting measure might be lost in the Upper 
House — and with a majority of life peers 
against it If so, the Prime Minister would 
find his fox shot to pieces. Even if that did 
not occur, two can play at populist postur¬ 
ing. The Conservatives in foe Lords could 
vote down the welfare reforms that had split 
tiie Labour Party. A de Jocto alliance 
between Viscount Cran borne and Dennis 
Skinner might be improbable but it would 
embarrass the Government 

The 1 Prune Minister should instead 
contemplate the lessons of Bosnia; diplo¬ 
macy and negotiation can be preferable to 
outright conflict The Government should 
initiate a Countryside Commission to exam¬ 
ine every aspect of field sports including 
foxhunting. This would report in time to 
allow for another debate and vote — a more 
informed one on' all rides — during this 
Parliament The fate of the fox must be 
determined oh its merits. It should not be 
used as a trap for the heriditary peerage. 


THE ENGLISH FOOL 


and other delights of the new old cooking 


t countries, the culinary arts are an 
ai and popular component of national 
e. indeed, France rarely misses an 
mity. in myth as in braggadocio, to 
ts incomparable, cuisine. How dir- 
Erom this place across the Channel. 
i food has been the butt of jokes for so 
Lat most people have forgotten there 
asted a tradition of excellence here, 
ihion. has rediscovered andent re¬ 
hat once fed the corpulent frames of 
i and harnessed the fruits of the land 
dous abundance. English fare ts the 
! cookery trend. 

words alone tease the senses and set 
outh watering: pies and 
ies and saddles, stews, crumble, fools 
tidings. The list suggests foods that 
complicated but substantial, dishes 
: native ingredients to createthe flav- 
' the English countryside. They con- 
j the banqueting of Tudor courts, 
j in medieval monasteries and great 
kitchens where oxen, venison ana 
ere roasted in profusion, 
rape books give vital clues to tins lost 
, culture (Scotland and Ireland 
hr have different gastronomic tra- 
; They are filled with native 
res that are a far cry from the 


tarragon and comander accessories of 
today’s ubiquitous Euro-Med cuisine: 
prunes and honey, marzipan and currants, 
butter, wine, salt and mead. The dinners 
were vast servings of meats and game, fatty 
broths and elaborately decorated cakes. In 
damp monasteries and draughty halls our 
forebears heeded a huge intake of calories to 
ktepthemwarm. 

Gmrider what now passes for new British 
cuisine; it is, in truth, a ragbag of all the 
dishes of the world, with a pinch of curry, a 
sprig of basil and a clove of garlic. Very little 
of this harks lack to early cookery books or 
the magnificent Mrs Beeton. Yet among 
today's televison cooks there are again some 
long-forgotten offerings. The Two Fat La¬ 
dies. especially, delight in old-fashioned 
recipes that recall the days when calories 
were uncountable: and "their figures lend 
weight to this solid tradition. 

Other countries, too, are rediscovering the 
ancestral secrets, before food was fast or pre¬ 
packaged- Italy is intrigued by the 
recreation, in print and imagination, of 
Garguantuan medieval banquets. France is 
mounting a spirited defence against new, 
quick dishes that dispense with sauces and 
tradition. Britain has furthest to go. But 
there is a fine feast at the end of the quest 
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Lessons of Hampstead traffic horror 


Defence business 
tactics ‘not smart’ 

From Mr Tony Purl On 

Sir. Earlier this month the Defence 
Secretary. Georee Robertson, invited 
British defence firms to form a "smart 
procurement partnership" with his 
Chief of Defence Procurement, to 
introduce "modern business methods 
to solve our deep-seated procurement 
problems". 

In my experience, most of the deep- 
seated problems in British defence 
procurement stem front British indus¬ 
try's inability to honour contractual 
commitments — eg, the Challenger 11 
tank — and MoD's propensity to let 
them get away with it. 

One wonders how far this trend will 
develop. Can we look forward to the 
Home Secretary engaging the leaders 
of Britain's organised crime syndi¬ 
cates to help him review police crime- 
prevention procedures — “partners in 
crime"? 

In l*®Q. the chief executive of one of 
Britain's largest defence companies 
proposed ro the then Defence Secre¬ 
tary that die crippling bureaucracy of 
formal defence procurement could be 
swept aside simply by telling each 
major British defence contractor what 
his share of the defence budget would 
be each year, leaving it to the compan¬ 
ies to deliver weapons to thar value 
best suited to their individual busi¬ 
ness strategies. 

It took that Government two years 
to see through the idea and decline it; 
but at least they had the sense to say 
no. Will our new Government find the 
maturity to see through this repeat 
move. 17 years on? There is nothing 
new in this world — not even "smart 
procurement". 

Yours faithfully. 

TONY PURTON 

(Director of Contracts. MoD. 1988-95). 
48 Kent Avenue.' Ealing, W13. 
November 27. 


Tory blight 

From Sir David Goodall 

Sir, Mr William Hague's dismal 
rating with his own supporters as well 
as the counny at large Ireport, Nov¬ 
ember 27) should cause serious heart- 
searching within 1 the Conservative 
Party. 

With the Left in temporary eclipse, 
Mr Blair is managing to present the 
voter with a skilful blend of economic 
realism, social concern and a modern¬ 
ising but fundamentally respectful 
attitude to the monarchy — and so. by 
implication, to the strength of tra¬ 
dition in British life. 

Mr Blairis own Christian convic¬ 
tions. unpalatable though they are to 
many on the Left, have not been dis¬ 
guised. By contrast Mr Hague's light¬ 
weight populism. and opportunistic 
espousal of fashionably progressive 
attirudes, which to my mind devalue 
marriage and the family, only alienate 
traditional Conservative voters with¬ 
out impressing Labour ones. 

The Conservative Party certainly 
needs to heal its internal divisions and 
moderate the ideological stridency of 
its right wing; but it would stand a 
better chance of recovering some of its 
lost support if it also gave the im¬ 
pression of having values (other than 
economic ones) which it wants to 
conserve. 

Yours faithfully, 

DAVID GOODALL, 

Greystones, 

Ample forth, York. 

November 27. 


Tory leadership 

From Mr John E. Strafford 

Sir, What an excellent letter today 
from John Horam. MP. on the proce¬ 
dure for election of the leader of the 
Conservative Party. 

I would only add that when the final 
two or three candidates are put to aD 
party members on a one person, one 
vote basis, they should have a mini¬ 
mum of 25 per cent of the votes of 
MPs. This would ensure that there is 
substantial support for them within 
the parliamentary party. 

Yours faithfully. 

JOHN E. STRAFFORD 
(Chairman. Campaign for 
Conservative Party Democracy). 
Perama, Fulmer Road, 

Gerrards Cross. Buckinghamshire. 
November 27. 


Cigarette age limit 

From Mr Paul Mason 

Sir, Tessa JoweU (report. “Age for 
buying cigarettes to be raised to IS”. 
November 27) states that “tobacco¬ 
nists would welcome the change", but 
for retailers such as myself, simply 
raising the age limit will have no 
effect. The onus is still on us to decide 
a person's age. 

Whai is required is a government- 
backed national identity scheme. This 
would enable retailers to make a 
decision without the fear of being 
threatened or prosecuted. 

I would never knowingly sell to an 
under-16, but without an ID card, how 
are we to know? 

Yours etc, 

PAUL MASON 
(National spokesman), 

Tobacco Alliance, 

Haymarket House. 

28-29 Haymarket, SWI. 

November 27. 


Weekend Money letters, page 61 


From Mr Andy Spring 

Sir. The broad range of views expres¬ 
sed in your coverage of the current de¬ 
bate over traffic in Hampstead. North 
London (reports, leading article and 
Go, November 22) raises some inter¬ 
esting questions. 

The experience of the Royal School 
in Hampstead shows very clearly thar 
if targets for traffic reduction are set. 
local solutions can be found quickly 
and easily to meet those targets with¬ 
out in any way limiting mobility. It 
also shows that there is a great deal of 
willingness on the part of motorists to 
participate in such traffioreducrion 
schemes. Its success is in no way de¬ 
pendent on government or local au¬ 
thorities providing alternatives. 

Clearly the provision of alternatives 
to driving is vital. However, too often 
this is used as an excuse to shift the 
responsibility for action on to govern¬ 
ment; as we sit fuming in our traffic 
jams, we wait for somebody else to 
take the initiative. We can and must 
dev elop our own local alternatives. 

The greater danger, as Peter Bar¬ 
nard implies in his article in Go. is 
that under the Transport Minister's 
proposals we may have even more 
buses and trains, but no fewer cars. 
Between I9SI and I9S6 the GLC's fares 
policy increased public-transport us¬ 
age but did not decrease the growth in 
road traffic. Investment in integrated 
transport must be a part of an overall 
strategy' to reduce traffic, and the 
health, environmental and social 
problems it can cause. 

Yours. 

ANDY SPRING, 

Flat 5,36 Village Road. 

Enfield. Middlesex. 

November 24. 

From Mr Richard Philips 

Sir. One way to curb the menace of 
commuter parking in residential 
streets is ro impose selective restric¬ 
tions. A residents-only zone applicable 
from 8am to 10am would discourage 
most all-day parkers whilst causing 
little disruption to local businesses 
and those visiting the area. The tim¬ 
ing of the restriction could be varied to 
suit local needs — between 2pm and 
4pm. for instance. 

Far more attention needs to be giv¬ 
en to the local needs of residents. I 
used to live near a five-screen cinema 
in Chelsea and. in the evenings, when 
there was most pressure on parking 
spaces, parking restrictions did not 
apply. If the parking restrictions had 


Trawler recoveiy 

From Mr Michael Shrimpton 

Sir. The remarkable effort of the 
families of the men who went down on 
the Peterhead fishing vessel Sapphire 
(report. November 24) to raise 
£400.000 to fund the recovery is to be 
applauded, but why should they have 
had to pay for it? 

I had always understood that the 
recovery of the remains of those lost at 
sea, on a British vessel in British 
waters, so that they might be given a 
proper burial in accordance with the 
wishes of their families, was a func¬ 
tion of government 

Having this month spent 10 days at 


Away from home 

From Mr John A. Jenkinson 

Sir, Nigella Lawson (November 26) 
has some very quaint ideas on board¬ 
ing schools, seeing some of them as 
open to sexual exploitation and a 
brutal haven for rejected children. 

1 never felt rejected and I was never 
sexually exploded The whole ten 
years" boarding experience was just 
super fun. in a way that a day school is 
unable to replicate. 

We briefly tried day school with our 
children but it meant that they spent 
nine to ten hours a week just travel¬ 
ling. They had scant opportunity for 
extra activities or for their friends. 

Why should I condemn them to a 
life of “up early, car or coach, lessons, 
car or coach home, homework, quick 
solitary playtime (or sadly these days 
mind-numbing TV) and bed" just 
because 1 selfishly want io keep them 
with me? 

No. if you're lucky enough to be 
able to afford it. give them the oppor¬ 
tunity of a fall life at a good boarding 
school; theyH appreciate their loving 
home even more. 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN A. JENKINSON. 

Old Rectory. Harvington. 

Evesham. Worcestershire. 

November 28. 


Albuquerque to Essex 

From Mr Ian Sanders 

Sir, I was heartened by the story of the 
Neuhoff family, fleeing the dreadfal 
conditions in their native Albuquer¬ 
que (report, November 21; letters. 
November 25). However, I am sur¬ 
prised that on arrival here they were 
not imprisoned without trial and then 
forcibly deported, as seems to be tradi¬ 
tional in cases such as these. 

Gut anybody explain this strange 
oversight on the part of the immigra¬ 
tion authorities? 

Yours faithfully, 

IAN SANDERS, 

Vanbrugh College. 

University Df York. 

Hesltngton. York YOl 5DD. 
isIQ2@york.ac.uk 
November 25. 


continued to be enforced for a farther 
hour, until 730pm. I might haw had 
some hope of finding a space near my 
house when ! returned of an evening. 

Yours sincerely. 

RICHARD PHILIPS, 

10 Broughton Avenue. Ham. Surrey. 
November 22. 

From Mr Paul Lambert 

Sir. As an environmentally friendly 
London car owner and parking-per¬ 
mit holder, I recently contacted West¬ 
minster Council ro ask if I could sell 
my car and use the permit for hire 
cars whenever I needed one. 

The response was that 1 would have 
to visit the council offices each time 1 
hired a car to obtain a permit showing 
the hired car's registration details. 

A scheme That allows residents to 
hire cars occasionally and park them 
in residents' parking zones without 
such red rape would surely be a step in 
the right direction with regard to re¬ 
ducing car ownership? 

Yours. 

PAUL LAMBERT. 

J03 Randolph Avenue. 

Maida Vale. W9. 

ervseen dnsoftwa re>s> msn.com 

November 26. 

From the Headmaster of 
Queens' School, Bushey 

Sir. "Schools appear indifferent to the 
problems of parking, traffic control 
and pollution ... state schools must 
tackle the traffic*’ (leading article, 
November 22). I agree. 

Mr Blunken should immediately 
introduce league tables which would 
allow parents to monitor ihe traffic 

S lides of schools. Only then will we 
ce these schools to address the key 
issues which we pay them to address 
instead of allowing them to waste 
their energies on such nebulous con¬ 
cepts as "raising standards”. Schools 
should be made to write action plans 
based on ambitious targets to reduce 
pollution, failure to achieve which will 
be treated with zero tolerance. 

The world will then be free for mor¬ 
alising newspaper editors to dispatch 
thousands of diesel-belching vehicles 
every night to distribute their wise 
guidance to the nation. 

Yours faithfully, 

NICHOLAS NELSON. 

Headmaster, 

Queens’ School. Aldenham Road. 
Bushey. Watford. Hertfordshire. 
November 24. 


sea on a Peterhead boat, studying the 
operation of ihe absurd common fish¬ 
eries policy at first hand, I know that 
the refusal of the Government to help 
the families of those lost on the Sap¬ 
phire has caused much fally justified 
local resemment. 

Ir is not too late for a change of 
heart, assuming that the Government 
has got one. 

I have the honour to remain. Sir. 
Your humble and obedient servant, 
MICHAEL SHRIMPTON. 

Chambers of Andrew Thompson and 
David Guy, 

Francis Taylor Building, 

3rd Floor. Temple, EC4. 

November 26. 


Hoff nun g recalled 

From Mr Fritz Spiegl 

Sir, Like much of the early Hoffnung 
repertoire, Leopold Mozart's "Hose¬ 
pipe Concerto" (letters, November 26 
and 28} first appeared at one of the 
April Fools’ Concerts we gave in 
Liverpool more or less annually for 
some 25 years from 195 2 — this work- 
in 1953. 

1 had come across a manuscript of 
this unutterably feeble — but merci¬ 
fully brief — joke while on holiday in 
Vienna in 1952. It was not for a garden 
hose, of course, but alp horn, or como 
pastoriedo. 

For Hoffnung's concert in the Royal 
Festival Hall in 1956 (in which 1 took 
part as principal ocarina and sub- 
conductor) the Swiss Embassy lent us 
a 24ft alphom, which was lying back- 
stage but for some reason was spum¬ 
ed by Dennis Brain in favour of his 
garden hose. 

As you know, Sir. no old music is 
too feeble to get on to CD, provided it 
is “authentic". Your readers might 
like to know that at least two versions 
now exist, both played on real 
aiphoms. 

Yours faithfully. 

FRITZ SPIEGL 

4 Windermere Terrace, Liverpool 8. 
November 28. 


Slightly foxed 

From Mr P. Rowley 

Sir, Lord Cran borne (report. Novem¬ 
ber 25) put it beautifully: "It is 
absolutely outrageous when a major¬ 
ity becomes an oppressor.” 

That is exactly how the fox feels. 

Yours sincerely. 

P. ROWLEY, 

94 Chippenham Road. 

Easter side. 

Middlesbrough. Cleveland. 
November 26. 


Letters that are intended 
for publication should carry a 
daytime telephone number. They 
may be sent to a fax number — 
0171-782 5046. 

e-mail to: letters® the-times.coMk 


Car park threat to 

Greenwich field 

From Mr Richard Bourn 

Sir. Whatever the merits of the Mil¬ 
lennium Exhibition itself, there were 
at least two good reasons for choosing 
Greenwich as its location instead of a 
greenfield site near Birmingham. 

First, it was better to use restored 
derelict urban land chan to build in 
the countryside. Second. Greenwich 
offered the potential of reaching the 
exhibition entirely by public transport 
while Birmingham was toured for its 
proximity to the motorway network 
and its ease of access by car. 

Both these advantages are in dan¬ 
ger of being squandered. On Decem¬ 
ber 1 Greenwich Council is to consider 
an application to build a massive 
1.400-space car park on Falcon wood 
Field. Lying immediately south of Ox- 
leas Wood, which is designated as a 
she of special scientific interest, and 
some four miles from the Dome, this 
ten-acre field enjoys the designation of 
metropolitan open land (unique to 
London! as an area of ''historic, 
nature-conservation or habitar inter¬ 
est of metropolitan or national value". 
To lose it is the local equivalent of 
sacrificing pan of Hyde Park, Hamp¬ 
stead Heath or Richmond Park. 

Fa Icon wood Field would provide 
only a fraction of the 9,000 car park¬ 
ing spaces the exhibition organisers 
want The exhibition has afro been 
used as justification for enlarging the 
A102 from six to right lanes south of 
the four-lane BlackwaJl Tunnel, and 
for the recenr derision in the accel¬ 
erated roads review to spend £145 mil¬ 
lion on "improvements" of the AI3 just 
north of the river. 

The “Millennium Experience” 
would give a much better account of 
modem Britain if it displayed a prop¬ 
er regard for valued open space, vital 
to the wellbeing of the urban environ¬ 
ment, and an understanding that a 
modem transport system does not de¬ 
pend on unnecessary car use. 

We hope that Greenwich Council 
has thought about these matters more 
carefully than others appear to have 
done. 

Yours sincerely, 

RICHARD BOURN 
(Campaigns and Development 
Officer), 

CPRE London Branch, 

5 Cowcrass Street. ECI. 

November 27. 


All-embracing terms 

From Mr John Ratdijfe 

Sir. May I suggest that a suitable 
replacement for “to develop" and 
“developer" (letter, November 28), 
which would express more precise 
connotations, would be “to envelope” 
and “enveloper". 

Yours faithfully. 

JOHN RATCUFFE. 

18 Castle Lane. Warwick. 

November 28. 


Proceed with care 

From Dr Antony Warren 

Sir. The NHS General Ophthalmic 
Services prescription that my daugh¬ 
ter recently obtained from the optician 
for long-sightedness bears the instruc¬ 
tion: "Read the rest of this form before 
you get your spectacles" (letters, 
November 11,13.18,24,26). 

Yours faithfully. 

ANTONY WARREN, 

4 Pearce Close, Cambridge. 
November 27. 

From MrF. E. Hobbs 

Sir, I am advised to remove the dust 
from the lenses of my binoculars with 
a camel's hairbrush. 

Yours sincerely, 

F. E. HOBBS. 

120 Bridgnorth Road, 

Compron. Wolverhampton. 

From the Managing Director 
of Beaver 0 Tapley Lid 

Sir,To conform with the relevant Brit¬ 
ish Standard, we are obliged to stick 
labels on to the glass-door cabinets 
that we manufacture stating: “Do not 
hit the glass with hard or sharp 
objects." 

Yours faithfully. 

ROGER RICHARDSON. 

Manager Director. 

Beaver & Tapley Ltd, 

5 carts Road. Southall, Middlesex. 
November 26. 

From Mr R. K. Day 

Sir. Instructions printed on the hand- 
drier in the gents’ loo in a five-star 
hotel in Gaborone, Botswana: 

Shake water off hands. 

Rub gently under blower. 

Wipe on shirt. 

Yours faithfully. 

R. JC DAY. 

Crowsnest House, Crowsnest Lane, ■ 
Comberbach. Cheshire. 

November 25. 


Warm front? 

From Mrs Eileen M. Clarke 

Sir, November 28 and my husband is 
still not wearing his vest. 

Is this dear evidence of global 
warming? 

Yours faithfully, 

EILEEN M. CLARKE, 

Norfields, Greenfield Road, 
Stonesfield, Oxfordshire. 

November 28. 
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COURT 

CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
November 28: The Baroness 
Farrington of Ribbleion (Baroness 
in Waiting) was present at Heath¬ 
row Airport London, this after¬ 
noon upon the Departure of The 
Queen of Denmark and bade 
farewell to Her Majesty on behalf 
of The Queen. 

BUCKINGHAM PAUCE 
November 28: The Princess RityaJ, 
accompanied by Captain Timothy 
Laurence RN. this morning de¬ 
parted from Gatwick Airport. 
London, to visit Colombia, ftru 
and Paraguay. 

The following were present and 
tank leave of Her Royal Highness: 
the Ambassador of the Republic of 
Colombia (His Excellency Mr 
Carlos Lemos-Simonds). Minister 
Counsellor Senorira Maria 
Landaveri (Deputy Head of Mis¬ 
sion. Embassy of Peru). Senor Igor 
ftingrazfo (Cnargt d'Affaires, Em¬ 
bassy of Paraguay) and Sir Mich¬ 
ael Pike (Special Representative of 
the Secretary of State for Foreign 
and Commonwealth Affairs). 

The Princess Royal this evening 
arrived in Bogota and was received 
by Her Majesty's Ambassador to 
the Republic of Colombia (His 
Excellency Sir Leycesler Coltman). 

Mrs Charles Ritchie and Mr 
Rupert McGuigan are in 
attendance. 


Royal engagements 

TODAY: 

Princess Margaret, as President, 
the Guide Association, will attend 
the North East England Guide 
Association Advent service in York 
Minster, at IS 
TOMORROW: 

The Duchess of Gloucester, as 
Patron, Scottish Opera, will attend 
a Gala Concert, at die Rtlace of 
Holyroodhouse. Edinburgh, at 
&2S. 


Dr Myra McCulloch 

Lord Carrington, KG. CH. Chan¬ 
cellor of Reading University, at¬ 
tended a celebration for the life of 
Dr Myra McCulloch held yes¬ 
terday at the university. 

Among those taking part were 
Professor Gwynne Jones and Mr 
Bryn Jones, brothers. Professor 
Roger Williams, Vice-Chancellor. 
Mrs Helen Fisher, soprano, Ms 
Elizabeth Green, harp. Mr Gwyn 
Parry-Jones and Mr Nicholas 
Bonn an. Lecturers in the Depart¬ 
ment of Arts and Humanities in 
Education. Ms Christine Eden of 
Bath College of Higher Education, 
Ms Joan Whitehead. Lecturer. 
University of the West of England. 
Professor Roger Mead. Deputy 
Vice-Chancellor, the Rev Robert 
Pany, Vicar of the Welsh Church 
in Rugby. Dr Rhona Stainthorp. 
Lecturer. Department of Edu¬ 
cation Studies and Management. 
Emeritus Professor Monty Frey. 
Mrs Mary Fisher. Bulmetshe Hall 
of Residence. Mrs Angela Crum 
Ewing. Ms Naomi Beer, Professor 
Maureen Vope, Dean of the Fac¬ 
ulty of Education and Community 
Studies. Mrs Annette Haworth, 
Director of Computer Services and 
Prcv-Vice-Chancedor, and Mr 
Brian Fawcett 


Order of the Thistle 

Lord Mackay of Oashfern to be a 
Knight Companion of the Most 
Ancient and Most NoMe Order of 
the Thistle. 


Uppingham School 

The Chapel Choir will be present¬ 
ing a redial of Music for Advent at 
3D0pm on Sunday. December 7. in 
Christ Church Cathedral. Oxford. 
Former pupils and other friends of 
the school are welcome to attend. 
Tickets are not required. 


Weekend 

birthdays 

TODAY: 

Professor Sir Ivor Bafdidor. 
psychiatrist, 81; M Jacques Chirac. 
President of France; f& Sir Derek 
Day. diplomat TO Mr Tommy 
Dingwall. Conner Uard Provost 
and Lord-Lieutenant of Glasgow. 
b7; Mr Ryan Giggs, footballer. 24; 
Professor Sir Michael Howard. 
FBA. historian. 75: Mr Dere k 
Jameson, journalist and broad¬ 
caster. bfk Professor Sir Frank 
Kermode, FBa. former Professor 
of English Literature, Cambridge 
University. 7& Mr John MayalL 
Hues singer, 64; Mr Geoffrey 
Mcnrhouse. writer. 66: Dame 
Shirley Jforter, former Lord Mayor 
of Westminster. 67; Professor D.W. 
Rhind. director-general, Ordnance 
Survey. 54; Mr Toby Robertson, 
theatre, opera and television direc¬ 
tor. Vt Mr David Rogers, former 
chief executive, Amstrad. 51: Mis 
Justice Janet Smith. 57: Sir David 
Steel, former chairman. The 
Weiioome Trust, 81; Sir John 
Templeton, financial analyse 85; 
Mr Alan Lee Williams, director. 
The Atlantic Council of the United 
Kingdom. 67; Ms Louise Winter, 
mezzo-soprano. 38. 

TOMORROW: 

Miss Diana Cotton. QC, 56; Mr 
Graham Cnwden. actor. 75; Mr 
George Duffield, jockey. 51; Sir 
Victor Goodhew. former MP. 78; 
Mr Gary Lineker, footballer com¬ 
mentator and broadcaster, 37; Mr 
Radu Lupu. pianist 52; -Lord 
Parry, 72; Miss Marguerite Porter, 
ballerina, 49; Sir Stanley Rees, 
former High Court judge, TO Mr 
Max Reinhardt, publisher, 82; Mr 
John H. Scno, Lord-Lieutenant of 
Shetland. 71; Lord Tope. 54. 


Service luncheons 

HMS Tracker 

Lord Jenkins of Hillhead. OM. 
Chancellor of Oxford University, 
attended a luncheon at the Loch 
Green House HoteL Troon, yes¬ 
terday. after the official naming of 
HMS Tracker in Troon Yacht 
Haven by Dame Jennifer Jenkins. 
Mr David Goodrich, Chairman of 
British Maritime Technology, was 
the host- The high speed coastal 
training craft will be attached to 
the Oxford University Royal Navy 
Unit URNU, commanded by 
Lieutenant Commander Rory 
McNeile. RN. 

RCT 

Major-General l.S. Baxter. Presi¬ 
dent of the Institution of the Royal 
Array Service Corps and the Rival 
Corps of Transport, was the host at 
a luncheon held yesterday at the 
Royal Marines Barracks, 
Chjvenor. by courtesy of Lieuten¬ 
ant-Colonel R.K, Rowley. RLC. for 
members from die West of Eng¬ 
land. 


Resignation 

Lord Justice Sfaugh ton will resign 
as a Lord Justice of Appeal on 
Decembers. 


Service 

dinners 

HMS Northwood 
Former officers of the HMS 
Northwood Training Department 
held their annual ladies night 
dinner last night at the Savile 
Club. Lieutenant Commander 
Nigel Gates presided. 

Not Under Command Club 
Brigadier D. Wilson, RM. Chief of 
Staff to the Commandant General. 
Royal Marines, was the principal 
guest at the annual dinner of the 
Not Under Command Chib held 
last night in HMS Excellent. 
Commander CJ. Kirwin. dtair- 
man of the dub, presided. Major- 
General A. Keeling, president of 
the club, was present. 

Tire Princess of Wales’s Royal 

Regiment 

The annual dinner of The Princess 
of Wales's Royal Regiment Offi¬ 
cers' Club was held last night at 
the Cavalry and Guards dub. 
Lieutenant General Sir Anthony 
Denison-Smith, Colonel of the 
Regiment, presided. 

University of London Air 
Squadron 

Air Vice-Marshal C.C.C Covilfe, 
Assistant Chief of the Defence Staff 
Operational Requirements (Air 
Systems), and Professor R.N. 
Franklin. Vice-Chancellor of the 
City University, were die guests of 
honour at the annual dinner of the 
University of London Air Squad¬ 
ron held last night at the Squad¬ 
ron’s Town Headquarters. w r mg 
Commander RJA. Powell, Squad¬ 
ron Commander, presided. 


Dinner 

British Ocecft and Slovak 
Association 

Lord Holme of Cheltenham was 
the principal speaker at the annual 
dinner of the British Czech and 
Slovak Association held last night 
at the Marlborough Hotel. London 
WC1. 

Mr Ladislav Homan, chairman, 
presided, and the Ambassadors of 
the Czech and Slovak Republics 
were among those present. 


Luncheons 

International Steel Trade 
Association 

Mr Kenneth Clarke, QC MP. was 
the principal guest and speaker at 
the annual luncheon of the Inter¬ 
nationa] Steel Trade Association 
held yesterday at Grosvenor 
House. 

Mrs Alison Baldwin, chairman, 
presided. 

The King’s School. Bruton 
The annual luncheon ofThe King's 
School Bruton Old Boys Associ¬ 
ation was held yesterday at Wax 
Chandlers' Hall, by permission of 
the Master. Mr Michael Harvey, 
OB. 

Mr Christopher Rhys-Jones. 
OB. proposed the mast to the 
school. 



Maura Cahill and Simon Eyre of London who have 
recently announced their eng a g e m e nt 


University news 


Oxford 

Mansfield College 

The following have been el ected 
Honorary Fellows of Mansfield Coll¬ 
ege, Oxford: 

Mr Will Hutton. Editor of The 
Observer. Sir John Maddox, former 
Editor of Ntuure and former member 
of lhc Royal Commission nn Environ¬ 
mental Pollution; Rabbi Julia 
Neuberger. Director of The King's 
Fund and Chancellor of Ulster 
University; Lord Taverne. QC. for¬ 
mer Financial Secretary io the Trea¬ 
sury and founder member of the 
SDP. 

City University 

City University has awarded the 
following honorary degrees: 


Maureen Theobald, farmer Chair¬ 
man of the English National Board 
for Nursing and Midwifery and 
Health Visiting — Doctor of Science. 
Professor Lesley Rees, former Dean 
of Sr Bartholomew's Medical School 

— Doctor of Sdcnoe. 

Dr J. Byng-HaiL. consultant child and 
(amity psychiatrist. Tavistock Clinic 

— Doctor of Sdence. 

Mr Peter Preston. Editorial Director. 
Guardian Media Group — Doctor of 
Letters. 

F. G. Jacobs. QC, Advocate General 
at the Court of Justice of the 
European Communities — Doctor of 
Civil Law. 

Dr Karen Sparek Janes, Reader in (he 
computer laboratory. Cambridge 
University — Doctor of Science. 


Ms Marion Frank, past President of 
the Society of Radiographers — 
Doctor of Some. 

Mr Feike Grn. optometrist and City 
University Alumnus — Doctor erf 
Science. 

Mr Michael Shears, deputy chair¬ 
man. Ove Amp Group — Doctor of 
Science: 

Mr Gordon Jarvis, chairman and 
benefactor of thr Laban Centre for 
Movement and Dance — Doctor of 
Science. 

Sir David Rowland, Chairman 
Lloyds* of London — Doctor of 
Sconce. 

Sir John Leahy, past chairman of the 
University Council — Doctor of Civil 
Law. 


Weekend 

anniversaries 

TODAY .. 

BIRTHS: John Ray. uanirattst. 

Black Nolle*. Esse*, 
dan Doppler, physicist, Safebure 
1803: Tmiid May AJcok. author oi 
Little Women, Germantown. 
Pennsylvania. 183 * J 1 * 0 ™ 

Dowager Empress of uima. ia«. 
Gertrude JekylL gardaier and 
landscape architect London. IS43. 
Sir Robert Hadfiekf. metallurgist. 
Sheffield, ISSS; Busby Bertel^- 
choreographer. Los AflgefeSsISvS 
CS. Lews, writer. Belfast. 1898. 
DEATHS: Roger de Mortimer, 1st 
Earl of March, traitor, hanged, 
drawn and quartered. Ltmdon. 
1330; Thomas Wolsey, Lord Chart- 
crilor 1515-29. Leicester. 1S30; 
Prince Rupert, royalist com¬ 
mander in die Civil War, London, 
1682; Giacomo Puccini, composer. 
Brussels. 1924; Sir George Robey, 
comedian. Salfdeaa Sussex. 1954; 
Graham Hill, world champion 
racing driver 1962. 1968. killed in 
an aircraft crash, near Elstree, 
1975; Natalie Wood, across, 
drowned, off the island of Cat¬ 
alina. California, 1981: Cary Grant. 
actor. Davenport. Iowa, 1986. 
Admiral Richard Byrd made the 
first flight over the South Pole. 
1929. 

Yugoslavia was proclaimed as a 
Federal People's Republic. 1945. 

TOMORROW 

BIRTHS: Andrea Palladia archi¬ 
tect, Padua, 1508: Sir PhilipSidney. 
poet and soldier. Pensfturst, Kent. 
1554; John Bunyan, writer and 
preacher. Elsttw, near Bedford. 
1 67 ft; Jonathan Swift, poet, satirist 
and pamphleteer, Dublin, 1667: 
John Toiand. philosopher and free 
thinker. Inishowen. Co Donegal. 
1670; Theodor Mommsen, his¬ 
torian. Gaiding, Germany. 1817; 
Mark Twain, wrirer, Florida. Mis¬ 
souri. 1835; Sir Paul Vinogradoff. 
historian. Kosrrama. Russian. 
[854: Sir Winston Churchill Prime 
Minister 194045 and 1951-55. Blen¬ 
heim Palace. 1874; Charles 
Hawtrey. actor. Hounslow. West 
London. 1914. 

DEATHS: John Sdden. lawyer 
and historian. Whitefriars. 1654; 
Sir Peter Ldy. portrait painter. 
Covent Garden. 1680; Marcello 
Malpighi physiologist. Rome. 
1694; Giambattista Bodoro. type 
designer. Padua. 1813; James Sher¬ 
idan Knowles, dramatist. Tor¬ 
quay. 1862; August Boumonvflle. 
writer, 1879; Oscar WBde; drama¬ 
tist and poet. Paris. 1900; Edward 
John Eyre, explorer in Australia. 
Tavistock. 1901; wahehn Furt- 
wangler, conductor. Baden-Baden, 
1954; Beniamino Gigli, tenor. 
Rome. 1957; Patrick Kavanagh, 
poet, Dublin. 1967; Sir Compton 
Mackenzie, writer. Edinburgh. 
1972; Sir Terence Rattigan, drama¬ 
tist Hamilton. Bermuda. 1977; 
Joyce GrenfelL actress and broad¬ 
caster. London. 1979. Today is the 
Feast of St Andrew, the patron 
saint of Scotland. 

The Crystal Palace was destroyed 
by fire. South London^1936. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr B.L Noble 

and Miss AA Voigt_. 

The engagement a 

between Barry, only ** ^ 

and Mis Charles Npbte. of San 
Antonio. Texas. 

daughter of Mr and Mrs Byxm 
Voigt, of Frrdrickshamn. Fiiwnd. 
Mr K.M. Parry 
and MissBJ- Hodgson 
The engagement is announad 
between Max, son of Rc% Pany.qf. 
Stourbridge. Wes Midland s^ ad 
Mrs Pamela Party, of Hast y. 
Cheshire, and Beverly, daughter of 
Mr Keith Hodgson, of SraSHd. 
and Mrs Kathleen Hudgsaa of 
Featherstone. Staffordshire. 

MrCA.Rye*»ft ... 
and Miss K.C Ffcanes-Priw 
The engagement is announced 
between Christopher, younger son 
of Mr and Mrs Rodney Rycrofc. of 

Maidenhead, Berkshire, and 
Katharine, daughter ot rite late Mr 
John Price and of Mrs Cynthia 
TyfdesJey. of Ffcnanft. Wales. 

Dr PJ.E. Smart 
and Miss P.E. Waddjngbam 
The engagement is announced 
between Philip, son of Mr and Mrs 
Smart of Langton Green, Kent, 
and Paula, deter daughter of Mr 
and Mrs G.R- Waddjngbam. of 
Swaziland. East Yorks hi re. 

Marriages 

Mr P.L. Baffr 
and Miss AJ. Hilton 
The marriage took place cm 
November 22. at Tabfey House. 
KnutsforcL between Paul younger 
son of Mr and Mrs John Baife, of 
Macdesfield. and Alison, youngest 
daugh ter of Mr and Mrs Alan 
Hilton, of Wflraslow. 

MrS. Barrett 
and Mbs R. Mathews 
The marriage took, place on 
November 28. 1997. at Queen 
Victoria House. Barkingside. be¬ 
tween Mr Smart Barren, son of 
Mr and Mrs K. Barrett, of Wan- 
stead, and Miss Rebecca 
Mathews, daughter of Mr and 
Mrs C Mathews, of Perth. West¬ 
ern Australia. 


Carpenters’ 

Company 

Sir Michael Heron has presented 
the Carpenters’Company prizes at 
the Building Crafts College 
prizegiving hdd recently at 
Carpenters' HalL Prizes were also 
awarded to the winners of the 
national classes of die Institute of 
Carpenters. Carpenters Craft 
Competition. Mr H.M. Neal. Mas¬ 
ter, presided. 


Ambassador to 
Georgia 

Mr Dick Jenkins to be Ambas¬ 
sador to Georgia, in January, in 
succession to Mr Stephen Nash 
who is moving to a new Dip¬ 
lomatic Service appointment. 


$ 




A GOOD NIGHTS SLEEP ON THIS DAY 


HOBN MAYES 


ADELPHI 

There may be differences of opinion 
about Wayne Sleep’s merits as a classical 
stylist; as to his abilities as an entertain¬ 
er. there can be none. In Sunday’s gala at 
the Adelphi. held in aid of the Friends of 
One-Parent Families, he was not only co¬ 
producer and linkman, but appeared in 
no fewer than seven items. 

These ranged from Balanchine’s Tar¬ 
antella, in which he partnered a spark¬ 
ling Lesley Collier, to a new Ashton 
party-piece. Tweedledum and Tweedle- 
dee, with Graham Fletcher as Dum and 
Collier as Alice. A lovely trio this, in 
which Ashton has caught the true flavour 
of Lewis Carroll. 

Sleep also appeared in a solo from 
Nijinska's ballet, Le Train Bleu. Created 
in 1924 for Anton Do (in, who taught it to 
Sleep, it is a mixture of virtuoso steps and 
acrobatics. 

The programme included two other 
revivals oi early works; Ninette de 
Valois’s Pride, performed by Maina 


November 29,1977 


Wayne Sleep's show was a fast moving musical; 
some beautiful straight ballet, but also much 
brilliant larking about and mickey-taking, 
both verbal and physical. Then wen scores of 
childnn and young people in the audience — 
as man y as adults. 


Gielgud and Pavlova’s Dragonfly sola 
ravishingly danced by Margaret 
Barbieri. But the main event of the 
evening was die London premiere of a 
new Ashton pas de deux to the music of 
Offenbach’s ballet, Le Papillon. 

Ashton has ignored the complex plot of 
die original and has made a charming 
romantic pas de deux evoking the period 
of the Second Empire. Beautifully danced 
by Merle Park, rc makes full use of her 
lightness, her sure technique, and sense 



of style. Partnering her, Wayne Eagling 
seems less secure, and Julia Trevelyan 
Oman’s rather fussy costume does not 
flatter him. 

But not all the dancers came from the 
Royal Ballet and not all the performers 
were dancers. London Contemporary 
Dance Theatre was represented by 
Robert North and Linda Gibbs in a pas 
de deux from Robert Cohan's Nymph eas, 
and the musical by Petra Siniawski and 
Nidd Croydon from A Chorus Line. 

Derek Jacobi shared the announcing 
with Wayne Sleep, while Penelope Keith 
brought a new look to The Sleeping 
Beauty, with a forgetful Lilac Faiiy. Full 
marks to her Florimund. Anthony 
Dowell, the first dancer I have ever seen 
prompting classical mime. 

Dowell and John Curry appeared in 
the Popular Song from Ashton’s Facade 
and, yes, seen together they do resemble 
each other. Altogether it was a really 
enjoyable evening, and I am sure none of 
the audience slept a wink. 


Judith CfUiekshank ' Wayne Sleep rehearsing in 1994 for his return, after 11 years, to classical ballet 


BMDS: 0171 680 6880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


TRADE: 0171 481 1982 
FAX: 0171481 9313 


ObHng Una BrtMM and the 
severity of God - severity « 
ihoM «ko fell a war. divine 
WWbHHM IO TOO provided 
tin* yep w ii M h, within ftts 

•cope; otherwise jon coo 
wtti be cot off- Homono 22 s 
22 


BIRTHS 


BEADLE - On nmtnr 27th 
Nbitater 1997 at 1S5 too. 
io Paul Boodle and Mteteta 
Humphrey*, a daughter, Uly, 
7Q» lax. A that gnmdclHId 

for Hodney ana Volorio 


8OMM0T-On November 23xd 
at The Portland Hospital, to 
SrisOsi and Eric, a ton, 
L*™ Scon, ■ brother fox 

(IldVUBB Tath nH na. 

COWBOY - Os 7B«dlT 
November 18th In 
Cambridge, to Clare (nla 
Pearson) and Joseph. » 
daughter, Ponces f*mmi 

OAYAL> On November 25th at 
The Portland Hospital, to 
Bialta and Shiv, a son. 
Slddhant, a brother fox 
JUnfirit 

EVES - On TSMdav 18th 
November 1997, to Jennifer 
Cade hander) *** «wt. a 
daughter, Grace Jennifer, a 
sister for Afflk Alice. 
GRUMCMAM - On November 
23rd at The Portland 

Hoepttal, to Lisa and Jason,* 

pr e Uoua soil Iordan Hex. 
HARKS* On Noresiber 23rd at 
home la GodaJmlng, to 
Penny (a*a Chester* and 
Kick, a eon, Benja min, a 
brother fo* Georgian, Jessica 
and Samoa!. 

NPGV - On November 22nd, to 
Bebeeca Orfe BarttetO 
liatthew, a son. Lwbrtte 


U»EA> On November 19th, to 
Crmay frrfo Land***) and 
David, a dwflfcM*, fhna, a 
titter tor Katharine. 

PACK - On November 26th. to 
Harlan (nde QntdO and Ken, 
a daughter Hazy EUxsbeth, a 
sister fox Christopher, 


MKE - November 20th 
1997 at Chelsea and 
Westminster Hospital, to 
topMtlm Cade Trotaans) 
and Simon, a ton, Loutm 
George Rsawnan 


BIRTHS 


BOOS - On 26U> November at 
Queen ChartetiVe HoepUal, 
to Dabble and Graham , a con, 
Samuel Finlay Kenneth, a 
brother for Lears-Jean. 

SALTER - On 23 td November, 
to Tease (aim KwumO and 
Bobazt, a non, Harry Jamee 


SHAH - On 26th November 
1997, to Sally (ade Earner) 
end RsbindT*. ■ xon. 
u,iH..niM Bomex, a brother 
far Daniel and ftmes. 

8HEVCHIK • On November 
25th at The Portland 
Hospital, to Lydia and 
Bobdan, a son. Nicholas 
Bohdan. Welcome to the 
trotdd AngeL 

STCWAItf-Q* November 28th 
at St Thomas* Hospital, to 
Georgina (nde Smith) and 
Bogtr, a daughter, Victoria 
Alice, a steer for Alexander 
and SanmeL 

TAYLOR - On November 20th. 
to Janet (n6e Bower man) and 
William, a son, Archie 
George, a brother tor Shitty 


YAMAJWMA • Go Nhmber 
23rd at The Portland 
Hospital, to Shlfloru and 
Yosblko, a daughter, 
Toshtoo. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


WINDSOR-*PraCER - Joan, 
edf* of the Ja*e Brian, would 
to thank all mistime 
is their Umt 

ILSSres? 

sad time. They were very 


DEATHS 


mmnB'lhtetftevei 
Novemb e r 25th aped 91- 
ISeeh loved by Us tedy 
jadly mimed by aQ Us 


DEATHS 


anuef-OARDMER . On 26 tb 
November peace felly at 
home after a short final 
lTfnear. Sb Dooohn B r u ce- 
G wrtlher Bt. ag ed SO. B el oved 
has band of Shelia (ale 
StUUard) and former 
husband of Manic* Clark 
(a6e J eff e rson) . Koch loved 
father of Judith. SoberT, 
Tends, Joanna and Graham. A 
loving grandfather and 
great-grandfather. 
Cremation private but a 
service fas celebration oC bis 
life will be held at St 
Dabrlclna Church, 

Whitchurch, soar Bon on 
Wye, Herefordshire on 
Tlnnday 6th December at 
12 noon. Family flowers 
only, bnt If desired 
donations to SL2MJL or 
British Heart Foundation 

may be sent to David 
SuekeeO. Funeral Dhecto*. 
16 Glea dowe r Street, 
Moruaontb KPS 3DG. 


BUTTEAWOSTH - Edward 
Alexander, FJLC.S* 
peacefully at homo on 26th 
November, aged 90, beloved 


loved father on. 
jiLandlMb ar. Funmal Service 
at St Nicholas'. Barton 1*- 
Cley, 2 pm Tuesday 2nd 
December . Family floma 
only. If dndted. donations to 
St Nlcbolns’ Church or 
UtLX, efo Piudeoce Dauzis, 
Goodalls. Naxeing, Essex, 
HNS 2LP. 


_died an 27th 

N o ve m b er 1997 aged 90. 
Beloved mother of Stcbaid 
and Virginia and 
tdren Andrew end 
■U UvSbq is C4na& 
Service to be held on 
Tb unde r Dee w Ber 4th at 
devil Parish Church at 
326pm. All stmaUisr please 
to Wtncheomba Pnnaral 
Service (01380) 722500. 


CUTHBERTSON - On 27th 
November 1997, Annie Vera, 
aged 79. Much loved widow 

of ])», of SnrfYj-t 

Alastalr and Brian, and 
of Stuart 

Thomas. Pormerly of 
Northwood. Funeral and 
Tbenfcegiving Service at 
Lady St Mary Church, 
Wsrebam, D o re e T an Fdday 
5th December at 230 pm. 
Berated with her b e lo ved 
ftm and "wltii Cbdst, wfach 
la thr better". FernDy Qowexa 
only. Donatkms, If desired, 
wm be divided between the 
Bible Society and Lady St 
Mary Church Preservation 
Trust, c/o Albert Harsh 
(Funmal Dbactum) Ltd. St 
Michaels load, Ware ham, 
Dorset, BH20 4QU (tel: 
01929 SS2107). 



DEAR - On 26th November 
1997, peacefully at home 

after a *hc« mnesa. The Sev 

Canon Desmond Keabla 
Sean HA BD, aged 91. 
Beloved husband and 
partner for 63 yean of 
Co n s tan ce and dear Mat 
grandfather and great- 
granrtfather. Rzamal Service 
at 150 pa on Thursday 4® 
December at St Buy * 
Church, Hallaham. Base 
Suasaa, fi^lowad by buMal In 
Bafldm Cemetery, temlly 
flowers only please but 
donaHone If deMiett for the 
Qnrah Pastoral Aid Society 
and the London City 
Mission, to both of whom he 
waa most Indeb te d, may be 
sent to Halishaui Funeral 
Service, 22 Station Bead. 
HaOahaa. East Sussex ZK27 
2BS "Woe Is man are, a 1 
■ ^oepcir a 


SHF 


FLACK - Louise Lea much 
loved friend died on 27th 
November at 6 Britannia 
House, Marina Bay. 
Gibraltar. Aged 84. The 
funeral witt he held at 12 
noon on Hoaday 1st 
December at St Theresa’s 
Church, Gibraltar, followed 
by cremation la Haxbella, 
Spain Louise wf& be sadly 
uritml by ter many close 
friends Donation* would be 
iraclatad for Cancer 

Gibraltar fir wm Hit. 

Ifuzses) at Lady Williams 
Centre, Dsvir* Tower Bead, 
Qnig|iOT- AD mpifal it io H. 
Codall Ltd CFonaral 
Directors) at 11-13 Convent 
Flaee. fabratrar, CTeL00 350 
7S747). 

FONE - Leonard William, 
husband, father and 
gran d fath e r , passed away at 
home on 22nd November 
1997. ~ 3 ee et is the sleep 
rbs* «wh all Jp *" ** 


J0NB8 - Arthur U. CoL <ex SA, 
ax RASQ- Bara Panygroes, 
CatiAtrerwirtilrw 12th April 
1920 died Oswestry, 
Shropshir e on 26 th 

November 1997 after a kmo. 
happy and toll Ufa Oartty 
loved and sadly misswl by 
bis wife Kathleen, by his 
chfidien Glyn, Megan and 
Dylan and by Ms 
grandchildren Solly and 
Bichard, Ben and lan. 
Heather and Met Funeral 
2pm Wednesday 3rd 
Dece mber _ at the 
CZV&AlttliQJlL PtuUtbf^HSy 
WrexbasL No flora tf u* 
but donatkaa, tt dastrsd, to 
the KNU. fimufrias to David 
Danes tkSone (01691) 
663116. 


beloved i 


U QRAMD - On Kovembsx 
26th. quietly at betas Joan 
id mrtfcar of Noe! and 
udmethvr of 
K No np eeie 
please, rinn a tlims if wished 
to Mm BmmuiTi. Tlncanr 
House, North Panda, 
Horsham, KB22 ZDP. 
Funaral on Wwfaimiiaf 3rd 
December at 2J30 pm at 
MoTTlaka Crematorium, 
Towsand SowSp Blduundi 


weutm - On 27th Novate 
1997 John Bkfaaxd Nelson 
after a brave fight sartnet 
ca nosr Beloved husband of 
Paula, dearly loved and 
loving fatter of Linda and 
Sarah. Funeral Service at the 
Church of St Paul. 
Wolrtjnpbnn. on Thursday 
4th December at 2 pm. 
Family flowers only but 
donations If desired to 
Hsreetone Marta Curie 
Centra or loyal Kacadm 
Hospital Sutton Branch c/o 

BLC. Baker 7/S. 15-17 afcft 
Ot ree e . Caeeitiam. (23 SHE, 
(01883) 343219. 


HAYBBEA • Kathleen Doris (b<* 4 
Harding) peacefully on 
Wednesday 26tfi Kmmter 
1997 erad 95 yeans. Widow 
of De. (BUI) Bayner, 
General Practitioner la 
Twickenham, Middlesex. 
Funeral Service at St Mmy^r 
Pariah Cbmch, Twickenham, 

css Wednesday 3rd December 

at 10.45 am, followed by 
cremation at South Weat 
Middlesex Ct emetwrin m at 
1146 am. An imgatiliu to 
today Hotees h Sen P/S, 
tat (0181) 572-3277. 


REXSTHAW - Koch respected 
Incorporated Insurance 
Broker - suddenly on 
Tine ember 24th, 1997 and of 
AahUB-uader-Lyne, Thomas 
E du ar d Baaraew, aged 66 
yean, the dearly loved 
perpend at Hamad nodi 
loved Dad of Andrew, Louisa 
and Jacqui. much loved 

IlIHlfajTWI (tf TtewiUe 

DmteUo, Jrcob and 
Marvin. Service at Holy 
Trinity Church, Aahton- 
undm-Lyae, on MteOay, 1st 
December at 3.16 pm, 
followed by committal at 
DnkinZleld Crematorium. 
Zfem&y Aibbu only piarae, 
dWH a na in Ueu U dasftad 
to MBS CAP. Enquiries 
Kenwortby** Funeral 
Sen I ce. tab 0161 330 1621. 


22nd in Watford General 

Hospital aged 88-Funeral at 

St Jamas’ Parish Church, 

Bushay, at 12. noon on 

Thursday December 4th. 
Family flowers only but 

charitable donations. If 

daehed, to Onist*s Ho sp tel. 

Bonham, c/o Ballard t 
Mar chant LttL, 11 Xing 
Street, Whtfotd. WD1 BBT. A 
Memorial Service will be 
bald at C2L in the Lam Term. 
Dam to be anno un ced. 


RUHR - Dc. William George 
(Tim) of Cambridge, on 
November 26th. 


SEUDMAM - On Thursday, 
27th November. 1997. Meryl 
Adelaide, widow of bet 
beloved Geoffrey, dear 
mochar of QU, Oioisos sod 

Drrfd- ftlirtr/n n aM idfB u lSThfF. 

twin stear to C^ymrth rad 
steer to Claire. Fu&azal on 
Taesday, 2nd December 
1997 at Golden Green 
Crematorium. Soup Lane, 
londomNWaj-Nofloweraby 
request. 


SHAW - It. Col. Fnneia 
Klcbael (Freddie) on 
Novembra 26 th aged B2 Be 
Salisbury District Hospital 
peacefully after a short 
tSaass. Beloved h u sband of 
the late Bay and fatter of 
Jane. Funeral Service ax 
Boytoa Church an Thursday 
4th December u 230 pm. 
Family flowers only but 
donations If dashed bb Boys] 
British Legion c/o HI. 
Newman. 55 Winchester 
Street, SaHsbaryi SPl 1BZ- 


SftXm ■- Jon dlertugeislied 
poet, critic and founder- 
editor of Stand Hagraiue, 
died in hospital In 
Newcastle 'upon Tyne on 
rtroeinlnit 2SOt alter abriaf 
Ulnasi. The fumrl has 
takM place at lubtj 
Cem e tery. Harts. No B u s ts; 
any do ner tew to Amnesty 
lataraattemL 


THEE - On November 24th 
1997, LIHaa. aged 96 yw 
A met loved wifa of Doctor 
John Butbet&Bd Tree, seriEed 
61. and farmer Police 
Surgeon. Funeral S erv ice 
■takas place at Bedford 


Tuesday 2nd D ec ember at 
3JS pm. Flowers to Arnolds 
Funeral Service, Soft 
Arraus, Bedford HE41 7TE. 
esh (01234) 359529. 

TUBNBULL . on 27th 
November. Peacefully in 
Perea, m. (MA) TwML 
Much loved husband of 
Wendy. . father and 
grandfather to nit his family. 
"GOST-. Family funeral No 
lattara or flowers please. 
lamiftl as to fafaa *niiaiinf 
SSSTQQU0to8B2U7. 


IN MEMORIAM— 
PRIVATE 


mBZQCE - Dt tenet r eraraan 
BSD ntCTath ¥rsb 
N ovember 29th 1990. 
Bnaband of Mary. 
Beewmtisred every dap wia 
deepest love and admiration. 
■SPAN. 

H HOD IS - in memory of 
Jraanetu Lasly Bhodas Otfo 
H«X«} who died 28th 
November 1987. HUch loved 
and missed mother of 
Hmtia. IhOTt and Andrew. 


BIRTHDAYS 


SHSUWAUOER 

CcnpiwW ulnm cn juertOdi 
Wnbi7 cette. 30,1957. WWi | 
tea from Tory, Mm, Aadra. 
Khtn, Chutes, Jufie. Scan E 
Buray. 
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Danid Farson, -writer, broadcaster 
and photographer, died on 
November 27 aged 70. He was born 
on January g, 1927. 

A ^-confessed celebrity snob. 
Dan Farson was a rumbustious 
alcoholic whose fortune it was to 
have known many of the most 
tamous artistic figures of his day. His 
startlingly hank autobiography. Never A 
formal Man, published in 1997, resem- 
a heap of heterogenous jigsaw pieces, 
tarfi a part of the puzzle of someone else’s 
fife. Farson counted among his acquaint¬ 
ances such people as Noel Coward. John 
Osborne, Graham Sutherland. Orson 
Welles. Tennessee Williams. Colin Wilson 
and Somerset Maugham. 

But it was for his association with 
London’s Soho and his friendship with 
Francis Bacon, which was nurtured there, 
that Farson was to become best known. Lri 
the 1940s Soho was a bohemian outpost 
undisturbed try the war, a place as alive 
and ocftirzg in its way as fsherwood’s 
Berlin or the Rive Gauche in Paris, for a 
homosexual, growing up in an era when 
practising homosexuality was a crime, it 
was a paradise. “There were no rules to be 

broken because there were no rules and 
none of the conventions regarding money, 
age, class or sex which curbed the rest of 
Britain,” Farson wrote. 

In the dens and drinking houses of this 
island of liberalism, Farson cemented an 
enduring friendship with Bacon and with 
the circle of painters who. during die 
1950s at least, were associated with him — 
Lucian Freud. Michael Andrews and 
Frank Auerbach. “I consider it my 
greatest luck,” Farson once said, “to have 
known Francis Bacon, to have really 
known the man fcy whom our times will 
be judged.” His biography of Bacon, The 
Gilded Gutter life (1993), if not the most 
comprehensive portrait of the great 
painter, was certainly the one which best 
captured the spirit and essence of the 
man. A film of Bacon’s life, to be released 
next year, has been based on it 
Yet, though customarily self-deprecat¬ 
ing. Farson had himself enjoyed a diverse 
and successful career. A pioneer of the live 
interview, he became a nationally recog¬ 
nised television personality in the 1950s 
and 1960s. "You’re my son’s favourite.” a 
woman once wrote to him. “As soon as he 
knows you are coming on, he shaves and 
puts on a dean shirt to watch you.” But 
Farson shrugged off small screen fame as 
“spurious and artificial”. 

Recklessly optimistic and financially 
feckless, Farson time and again cast his 
fate to the winds. His life see-sawed 
between triumph and adversity — both 
swilled down alike with a glass of 
champagne, perhaps the only thing which 
he treated with seriousness was his 
writing — it was certainly the only thing 
for which he remained sober. He was a 


DAN FARSON 





jk- 
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Regulars at the bar of the York Minster pub f*the French House*) in Soho (left), a typically evocative photograph of bohemian life by Dan Farson 


considerable (if careless) journalist, as 
well as a biographer and author of travel 
bodes. 

Soho always remained Parson’s spiritu¬ 
al home. Even in his last years, living and 
writing in a fisherman's cottage in North 
Devon, he would make periodic journeys 
back there. Old frie nds, -and newer. 
aficionados eager to meet the man who 
once knew Bacon, would find him in one 
of his habitual haunts, a small, sturdy 
figure slumped on a bar stool, his jowls 
snuggling comfortably into his neck, as he 
slowly drank himself into uninteUigibility 
and then oblivion. 

The only child of Negley Farson (in his 
time an author. American foreign corres¬ 
pondent and alcoholic of some reknown). 
Daniel Farson travelled the world and its 
watering holes at his father's side. He 
remembered Gandhi coming to his family 
home in Walton Street, and Hitler patting 
him on the head as “a good Aryan child” 
when his father was covering a speech at 
Garmisch and the streets of Munich were 
fluttering with swastika flags. 

During the Second World War Farson, 
then at Abinger Hill School in Dorking, 
was evacuated along with such schoolfel¬ 
lows as Nicholas Mosley and feregrine 


Worsthome to Canada. Starting off at 
Ashbury College. Ottawa, he found 
himself passed around like a pared 
between Montreal, Chicago, New York 
and Oregon. He was introduced to 
Somerset Maugham by his wealthy 
homosexual godfather Tom Seyster (who 
later, unfortunately, left all his money id 
an American Marine). Farson returned 
from the encounter blithely untarnished 
and quite unaware of the sexual tensions 
his outing had caused. 

Returning to England in 1942 — on the 
ship he was pursued by a lascivious 
Bishop of Hong Kong — Farson complet¬ 
ed his education at Wellington College. 
The school, with hs militaristic rallies, 
was an “aberration”, he said, and he 
persuaded his parents to allow him to 
leave in 1944 to study Russian at the 
School of Slavonic Studies instead. There 
he discovered that he had little gift for 
languages. 

At fiie age of 17, in a stroke of luck, he 
was offered a job with the Central Press 
Agency and sent as probably the youn¬ 
gest ever lobby correspondent to the 
House or Commons — “the best dub in 
London.” Farson said. He followed Chur¬ 
chill on his 1945 election campaign and, in 


1946. reported the inaugural assembly of 
the United Nations. 

“One of the more bizarre aspects of my 
life” Farson once said, “is the way it has 
veered from triumph to disaster without 
my recognising the difference.” A year 
later, called up as a draftee into the 
American Army Air Corps — he had dual 
nationality which he wished to preserve— 
he found himself instead reporting the 
birth of a staff sergeant's baby in a US 
Army news-sheeL But he enjoyed his 
military service and it left him with, if 
notiiing else, an abiding delight in men in 
uniform. 

Under the G1 Bill of Rights. Farson was 
sent to Pembroke College. Cambridge. 
“The degree meant little to me and I 
realised at once that the whole point of 
university was to squander every precious 
second to my advantage.” Yet the maga¬ 
zine that he founded there. Panorama. 
unearthed some of the writing talent of 
future decades. Peter Shaffer. Julian Slade 
and the Oxonian Kenneth Tynan includ¬ 
ed. It gained sufficient reputation to be 
launched as a national magazine but. 
despite a tentative offer from a publisher. 
Farson derided to call it a day. whether 
“from cowardice or the dread of being 


caught in a rut." he later said, he did not 
know. 

On the strength of his success, however, 
Farson was offered work as a staff 
photographer an Picture Post — a job 
which brought him into contact with such 
figures as Nod Coward. Graham Greene. 
Brendan Behan. Robert Graves (whom he 
detested as a domineering bully) and 
Salvador Dali. He rook a prize-winning 
photograph of the last, a double exposure 
w'hich seemed a deliberately surreal shot 
of the great Surrealist, but in fad. Farson 
later admitted, was the accidental result of 
a jammed camera. He made a name for 
himself as a master of the quickwitted 
snapshot and was later to be given 
exhibitions of his work. 

When eventually Farson was sacked 
after an imprudent photoshoot involving 
his naval deserter boyfriend, two cantan¬ 
kerous girls and a pair of donkeys, he 
derided, after a brief spell working for 
Harpers Bazaar, to join the Merchant 
Navy. Over-age and under-experienced, 
he could find work only as utility steward 
—“the lowest of the low"—and as such he 
circumnavigated the globe, dishcloth in 
hand. He acquired a tattoo on his hand, of 
a great white shark, disparagingly re¬ 


ferred to by Francis Bacon as “Dan’s 
sardine." 

Returning to England in the mid-1950s. 
Farson had another lucky break when he 
gained employment with Aworiaied- 
Rediffusion. On the weekly current affairs 
programme. This Week, he made a name 
for himself as an interviewer who pulled 
no punches. ■ “The public's insatiable 
appetite for documentaries allowed a 
freedom of speech unthinkable today," he 
subsequently explained. He himself 
aimed for spontaneity, interviewing, as he 
did, across the broadest spectrum of life. 

He confirmed his reputation with the 
groundbreaking series. People in Trou¬ 
ble. which was followed by Out of Step, a 
light-hearted look at minorities In I960 he 
made Farson's Guide to the British and 
later he had a series called Dan Farson 
Meets. 

Meanwhile, Farson had made his home 
on the Thames at limehouse in London's 
Easi End. Lying late in bed on Saturdays 
he would hear the loudspeaker announce¬ 
ments from passing tourist boats: “And 
this is Limehouse. notorious for its haunts 
of rice and dens of opium and now the 
home of TV personality Dan Farson." His 
study of Jade the Ripper arose from his 
exploration of the area. He also made a 
programme. Time Gentleman Please!, on 
pub entertainment in the East End. 

With impetuous enthusiasm he himself 
bought a pub. The Waterman's Arms, 
which he ran with old-fashioned music- 
hall entertainments. Customers included 
Bacon. William Burroughs. Jacques Tati. 
Clint Eastwood. Judy Garland. Lady 
Diana Cooper, the Kray twins and 
throngs of locals. Then in 1964. growing 
weary of the world of television, Farson 
gave everything up to write. He was broke 
at the time. The pub, he claimed, had been 
such a success that no one had been able 
to get id file bar to buy a drink. 

His parents by now dead, he went to 
live in their old home. The Grey House in 
Devon, selling off his possessions — 
including paintings by his friends which, 
had he waited, would have sold for 
hundreds of thousands — to finance his 
writing. Eventually, and with great 
reluctance, he had to sell the house itself, 
moving to a cottage in Apledore with 
views over Baggy Point and sands where 
he daily bathed and walked his dogs. He 
still worked, somewhat desultorily, as a 
journalist: he had IS months as the first 
food writer far The Sun . and in 1986 he 
joined The Sunday Times as a profile 
writer. Later he was the television critic 
for The Mail on Sunday and in 1990 
became its art correspondent. 

He still maintained a strong interest in 
the arts, accompanying Gilbert and 
George to Moscow in 1991. a trip which he 
recorded in a book. He continued to travel • 
even in his last years. An exhibition of his 
photographs was held earlier this year at 
die Roy Miles gallery in London. 
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Robert Wool Labour " 
MP for Blaydon. 1956-79, 
died oft November 27 
aged 86. He was born on 
October 24.1911. 

BOB WOOF represented a 
type of Labour MP who will 
never again be seen at West¬ 
minster. He went straight 
from the coal-face to the 
House of Commons, and his 
23-year parliamentary career 
was marked by unquestioning 
loyalty to his party and his 
industry. 

He lived to see the election 
by an overwhelming majority 
of a Parliamentary : Labour 
Party in which he would hara 
been completely out of place, 
and the union to which he 
owed his advancement decline 
to a pale shadow of its former 
strength. 



Woof was bom into a min¬ 
ing family and it was inevita¬ 
ble that be should enter the 
coal industry as soon as he left 
elementary school atthe age of 
14.' Juit as inevitable was his 
adherence to the Labour Party 
and the National Union of 


Mineworkers. He served on 
die Durham County Council 
from 1947 until 1956, when he 
entered the Commons as MP 
for Blaydon. 

The seat had become vacant 
through the death of Willi am 
Whiteley, Labours former 
hard-line Chief Whip who * 
held his office throughout the 
reforms of the Attlee Govern¬ 
ments of 1945-51 and who was 
an unhappy witness to the 
beginnings of the Bevanite 
insurrection. At the selection 
conference Woof easily beat a 
leading Bevanite ex-MP. 

Sam Watson was leader of 
-die Durham miners during 
the early part of Woof’s Com¬ 
mons career, and his 
Gaitskellite line was generally 
followed by the new MP. Like 
most of the NUM nominees, 
Woof spoke rarely in the 


House but was content to add 
the kind of ballast to the 
Labour benches that the 
"knights of the shire" supplied 
to the Tory ones. 

He was one of the few 
politicians of his time to 
emerge successfully from a 
libel action. With Tom Urwin, 
another Labour MP, he was 
awarded damages and costs 
against Thomson Regional 
Newspapers as the result of an 
article written by George Gar¬ 
diner, then a provincial lobby 
correspondent but later to 
become Sir George Gardiner, 
the Conservative MP for 
Reigate who left the Tories 
and fought the last election 
unsuccessfully as a Referen¬ 
dum Party candidate. 

Woof was married to Mary 
Bell, who died in 1971. He is 
survived by their daughter. 
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C. GORDON TETHER 


C. Gordon Tether, 
journalist, died on 
November 17 aged 84. 

He was bom on 
November 6,1913. 

C. GORDON TETHER was 
for a quarter of a centuiy the 
most widely remarked fin¬ 
ancial columnist in the coun¬ 
try. His “Lombard" column in 
the Financial Times was com¬ 
bative, increasingly wide- 
ranging and often extremely 
funny, though at the end it 
became obsessive. 

His original brief when he 
took over the column from the 
late Paul Einzig in 1949 was. 
as its title suggests, to com¬ 
ment an the money and cur¬ 
rency’ markets. But Tether, 
though a quiet and somewhat 
reclusive man, held many 
passionate convictions about 
much larger matters, and he 
steadily widened his scope to 
indude sermons or satires and 
to give his hobby-horses an 
outing. 

He preached sound money, 
the gold standard and more 
generous aid to the poorest 
countries. But his pet hates 
made the biggest impact: at¬ 
tacks on financial double-talk 


J 









(especially from offidals), 
American domination — and, 
above aU, on the Common 
Market (Compared with 
Tether, today’s Europhobes 
are all moderates.) 

His moral sermons met the 
usual fate of sermons — re¬ 
spectfully noted, and ignored 
— but his satires could draw 
blood. The most memorable 
was his invention of the’Cen¬ 
tral Bankers’ .Academy ar 
Hetheringstoke (modelled 
shamelessly on Beachcomb¬ 
er), where the Principal lec¬ 


tured on bankmanship and 
congratulated those students 
who had most notably suc¬ 
ceeded in confounding their 
politicians. 

Unhappily, however, a life¬ 
time of ineffective campaign¬ 
ing (often against the editorial 
line of his own newspaper) Jeft 
Tether embittered. Although 
he remained personally polite 
and even courtly, his writing 
became repetitive and increas¬ 
ingly shrill, as he accused his 
opponents of idiocy or even 
outright lying. Some of these 


MILESTONES 


Robert Simpson, 
composer, died on 
November 2J aged 76. 

He was bom on March. 2, 
1921 

Robert Simpson was one of 
the most prolific and rigor¬ 
ous British composers of the 
past 50 years. By nature a 
traditionalist, he found him¬ 
self often at odds with the 
Modernists who came to 
dominate the postwar musi¬ 
cal Establishment His prin¬ 
ciples were eloquently stated 
not only in the symphonies 
and string quartets which 
form the backbone of his own 
output, but also in his work 
over many years as a some¬ 
what beleaguered producer 
at BBC Radio 3, where he 
championed such composers 
as Nielsen and Bruckner. 

Obituary published on 
November 22. 

Michael Hutchence. 
rock singer, was found 
dead In his bold room 
in Sydney on November 22 
aged 37. He was born on 
January 22.1960. 

Coming from a middle-class 
Australian home. Michael 
Hutchence had a peripatetic 


childhood, living in Hong 
Kong, where he picked up his 
English accent, and Los An¬ 
geles. Back in Sydney in 1977, 
he became lead singer with a 
band known as the Farriss 
Brothers, which became 




INXS the following year. 
They developed a driving 
sound that combined rode, 
dance and soul, and spent the 
next four years travelling 
across Australia, playing up 
to 300 dates a year. Their best 
album. Kick, was in the 
British charts for more than 
two years at the end of the 
1980s. but then fashion left 
them behind. Hutchence, 
however, remained in the 


tabloid eye as the lover of 
Kylie Minogue. Helena 
Christensen and eventually 
of Paula Yates, who last year 
bore his child, legally named 
Heavenly Hiraani Tiger lily. 

Obituary published on 
November 24. 

Dr Hastings Banda, 
first President of Malawi, 
died on November 25. 

His death certificate 
declared him to have 
been 99. 

Hastings Banda attended a 
Church of Scotland mission¬ 
ary school until, at the age of 
12, he set off for South Africa, 
taking jobs as he walked the 
1.000 miles. While working 
as a hospital deaner he 
decided to become a doctor. 
By 1923 he had saved enough 
to go to the United States, 
and he became the only non¬ 
white student at the Univer¬ 
sity of Chicago, taking a 
degree in history and polit¬ 
ical science. He qualified in 
medicine at Edinburgh and 
practised in Liverpool and 
North Shields, before settling 
down in 1949 as a National 
Health GP in Willesden. In 
the 1950s he was invited bade 
to Nyasaland where he be- 


coliimns his editors rejected, 
others he withheld rather than 
make the suggested changes. 

Finally he asserted an abso¬ 
lute right to editorial immun¬ 
ity: he could put what he 
pleased in the column he had 
occupied for so long. This 
proved not to be negotiable: so 
the Financial Times, which 
until then had been a notably 
tolerant employer, offered him 
immediate retirement on fall 
pay. and with fall pensions 
rights. Tether treated this as 
an assault on freedom of 
speech, and went to a tribunal 
asserting unfair dismissal, but 
after a 45-day hearing this 
proved another lost cause. 

Although he collected his 
unpublished columns in a 
book, and found a new plai- 
form for his views in The 
Observer for a year (and more 
recently in The European) his 
main career was effectively 
(and sadly) over. 

He married Marjorie in 
1938 and they were divorced in 
1953, the year he married his 
second wife. Iris, who died in 
1993. He is survived by two 
sons from his first marriage 
and a son and daughter from 
the second. 


came president general of the 
Nyasaland African Con¬ 
gress, and in 1964 he became 
Prime Minister of the newly 
independent Malawi. He 
was unpopular with other 
African leaders because of 
his links with apartheid 
South Africa, and he crushed 
opposition ruthlessly. His 
long rule saw prosperity in 
his backward country in¬ 
crease, only to fall bade at the 




end of the 1970s as commod¬ 
ity prices collapsed. He was 
ousted in 1994, in his coun¬ 
try* first fully democratic 
elections for 33 years. 

Obituary published on 
November 27. 
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Gilts higher, equities suffer 



TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place 5Ve business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
the previous day’s close, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 
price/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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HRH The Prince of Wales 

Signed Lithographs 


i ■. 



OAG Camck LK1 

'Windsor Castle' 

Limited editions of signed lithographs based on 
his watercolours have been produced to benefit 
the Prince of Wales's Charities' Trust. 


Titles include Windsor Castle, Sandringham, 
Balmoral, Yorkshire and Klosters. 

"Far shrewd investors m the art world, lithographs 
by the Prince o f Wales are proving to be a wise buy." 

The Times Diary, jtme 1997 
For brochure contact 
Tel: 0171 584 6759 Fax: 0171 584 4672 

Lithograph shown "Windsor Caslle' edition scae 295. Price including vat A delivery 
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Cabinet backs 
plan to save 

coal industry 

By Christine Buckley, Industrial Correspondent 
THE GOVERNMENT is support to clean-coal technol- 


__ is 

looking at detailed plans to 
save the coal industry, amid 
the growing controversy over 
impending pit closures and 
the loss of thousands of jobs. 

An initiative from No 10 
Downing Street looks at 
measures to ensure the indus¬ 
try's survival over the next five 
to seven years. These could 
include pushing up coal stocks 
at electricity generators and 
altering the balance of use 
between gas and coal. 

Richard Cabom. Minis ter 
for the Regions and John 
Prescon's number two at the 
Department for ihe Environ- * 
mem. Transport and the Re¬ 
gions. has been given a key 
role. The move reflects the 
Cabinet's concern over the 
coal crisis in the wake of 
warnings from the Deputy 
Prime Minister on the conse¬ 
quences of allowing the indus¬ 
try go to the wall. 

Measures to support coal 
over the medium term would 
nor halt all the pit dosures 
expected to be announced soon 
by RJB Mining, the UK’S 
biggest coal producer. But. 
they- would ensure the future 
of the industry and about 
40.000 jobs. Next year 10,000 
jobs could go — 5,000 from pit 
closures and 5,000 in related 
industries. 

Mr Cabom has been.Jn- 
volved not only as Mr Pres¬ 
cott’s right-hand man but 
because he. chaired the last 
Trade and Industry committee 
on coal. He is also in charge of 
opencasT mining policy. Lab¬ 
our sources say that many of 
the recommendations from 
the committee's inquiry'will be 
reinstated. They include mak-' 
ing the generators stockpile 
coal and giving government 


ogy — ways to reduce coal’s 
emissions in generation. 

The move takes the issue 
beyond the Department -'of 
Trade and Industry, which 
has been widely criticised far 
not establishing an energy 
policy and for allowing the 
present crisis to develop with¬ 
out offering any future for 
coaL The looming pit closures 
have been triggered by a fall in 
the market tor RJB’s coal as 
generators have switched to 
gas or imported coal or bought 
it from smaller producers. 

. Mr Cabom is believed to 
have given warning that if 
nothing is done for coal now 
then the. Government would 
face another crisis when the 
bulk of RJB’s new contracts 
expire in three years, close to a 
general election. 

The Government is looking 
at maintaining deep-mine coal 
production at about 20 million 
tonnes a year over the next five 
to seven years, compared with 
31 million twines this year. 
After three years ir is expected 



market demand for coal will 
drop to ten million tonnes. So 
the Government is looking at 
providing a need for ten 
million extra tonnes a year. 

Ironically for RJB, some of 
the extra need for deep-mined 
coal could come from a reduc¬ 
tion in opencast coaJ, an 
operation in which'the com¬ 
pany is strongly involved. 

Mr Cabom is expected to 
report soon an new planning 
provisions needed for open¬ 
cast mining, which-is detested 
■by oivironmenfriH^ts. He is 
likely to tighten requirements, 
which would lead to a gradual 
reduction in output from 
opencast pits. 

□ Yesterday RJB made 78 
miners redundant at Clip-- 
stone colliery in Nottingham¬ 
shire as it reduced output It 
asked for volunteers but said 
that it would make selections 
if not enough men came 
forward. 

The move is seen by the 
unions as reassuring for the 
future of the colliery since 
yesterday's cuts would not 
have been made if a full 
closure was in the offing. 

RJB meets on Monday to 
start drafting plans for the 
closure of collieries. 

There was confusion yester¬ 
day over whether RJB, repre¬ 
sented by Richard Budge, its 
chief executive, will be ar next 
week's Trade and Industry 
committee investigation into 
coaL The committee had not 
invited the company to attend 
because it had asked the trade 
assocation to attend instead. 
But a spokesman far Martin 
O'Neill, die, committee chair¬ 
man. said that Mr Budge 
could appear if he wanted. 

Commentary,page 29 









Fortune fades: the share price fall wiped £9.25 million off Alan Sugar’s Viglen stake 

Viglen less sweet for Sugar 


By Fraser Nelson 


ALAN SUGAR, the founder of Amstrad, yes¬ 
terday saw £9.25 million wiped from the value 
of his remaining holding in Viglen Technology 
after the newly demerged PC-maker .warned 
the market that it was suffering from stiff 
competition in the Christmas market. 

The warning, which comes three months 
after Viglen’s market debut sent its shares 
down 31 per cent to 50p. This leaves the 
company worth £61 million, compared with its 
£73 million value at the time of the demerger. 

It said it was still selling about85,000comput¬ 
ers a year, but blamed “oversupply of compon¬ 
ents’* fora drop in profits. City analysts now ex¬ 


pect the company to make £115 million profit 
this year, against the £12.4 million expected 
when the company floated. Viglen singled out 
the drop in memory chip prices, saying the cost 
of the Ram memory used for its computers has 
plunged 35 per cent in the past month. 

Mr Sugar planned to cut his holding from 33 
percent to 10 per cent, but changed his mind in 
August, saying the 60p issue price was too 
cheap. His derision has cost him £4.1 million. 

Viglen started off in the home of Vig Boyd and 
Len Davis, Armenian computer engineers, in 
1965. It was bought by Amstrad three years ago 
and demerged in August Tempus, page 31 


Walker 
Wingsail 
chairman 
confident 
of victoiy 

By Paul Durman 


HUNDREDS of small inves¬ 
tors in Walker Wingsail Sys¬ 
tems, which has spent £12 
million developing boats with 
metal sails, have rallied to 
support John Walker in his 
battle against an attempt to 
force him to resign as the 
company's chairman. 

Mr Walker, who has spent 
much of the post 30 years 
working on his idea, is confi¬ 
dent of defeating a group of 
dissident shareholders at to¬ 
day^ annual meeting at the 
Devonporc naval dockyard in 
Plymouth. 

He said yesterday that he 
had received about 1200 
proxy votes backing the adop¬ 
tion of the latest Walker 
Wingsail accounts, and only 
200 against. 

Mr Walker is expecting 
about330 shareholders to turn 
up to today's meeting, which, 
at the eleventh hour, has been 
moved to a specially erected 
marquee within the dockyard 
itself. Although his opponents 
include some of the company's 
wealthier and larger share¬ 
holders. he still expects to win 
comfortably. 

Once helped along die way 
with backing from Prudential. 
Walker Wingsail has strug¬ 
gled for years to commercial¬ 
ise the wingsail technology — 
aircraft-style wings which, 
when mounted vertically and 
controlled by computer, are 
said to make sailing easier. 

His critics complain of Mr 
Walker's repeated failure to 
keep to his business plan 
forecasts, which has required 
him to regularly return to 
shareholders for more money. 
Walker Wingsail has about 
6,700 investors — more than 
some quoted companies. 
Many seem to be engineers or 
others excited by the potential 
of the wingsail idea. 
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Further woe at 
Laura Ashley 

THE WOES of Laura Ashley 
continued yesterday after 
Dresdner Kleinwort Benson, 
the fashion and textile retail¬ 
er's house broker, warned the 
market that the company will 
face a £15 million loss this 
year — double the £7 million it 
was expected to lose. 

The downgrade triggered a 
further 8.7 per cent plunge in 
the shares, which dosed at 
•Up. as City analysts began to 
fear a serious cashflow crisis 
which can only be resolved 
through a rescue rights issue. 


t Errors in 
29% of DIY 
tax forms 

By Clare Stew art 

AROUND 29 per cent of the 
new self-assessment tax forms 
have been incorrectly complet¬ 
ed, according to the Inland 
Revenue. Six per cent — or 
300,000 forms - have had to 
be returned to taxpayers. 

The level of errors will 
renew concern ov er the com¬ 
plexity of the new forms, 
although the Revenue said 
that errors on 1.15 million 
forms were minor, and were 
corrected by staff. On fonns 
returned, errors included sim¬ 
ple mistakes such as the 
taxpayer forgetting to sign it. 

The Revenue has played 
down fears that taxpayers are 
struggling to understand self 
assessment. With five million 
forms returned out of eight mil¬ 
lion sent out in April, a spokes¬ 
man said: “We are pleased with 
progress." The Revenue had 
estimated that up to 45 per cent 
of forms might be wrongly 
completed, with up to 10 per 
cent having to be sent back. 


Tokyo looks at 
banking bailout 

From Carl Mokttshed in Tokyo r 


THE Japanese Government is 
considering a major restruc¬ 
turing of the Trust Fund 
Bureau, the body responsible 
for financing large infrastruc¬ 
ture projects, to secure funds 
to bail out Japan’s troubled 
banking industry. 

Officials in the Ministry of 
Finance are believed to be 
looking at a number of options 
that could include the rale of 
land holdings. 

The Trust Fund -Bureau, 
which is under the authority of 
the ministry. has backed huge 
infrastructure projects with 
funding from postal savings 
and pensions. However, it is 
believed that a substantial 
number of the loans are not 
paying interest Some Y55- 
trillion (£250 billion) is be¬ 
lieved to be under water.. 

The ministry is believed to 
be keen to use the Trust Fund 
Bureau and its postal savings 
money to help to restructure 
the debt-laden banking indus¬ 
try. which recently suffered 


four failures, including that of 
Yamaichi Securities. 

Use of postal ravings to 
shore up problem banks 
would meet with opposition. 
The Trust Fund Bureau’s lad 
debts need to be addressed to 
secure more funds from postal 
savings. The Finance Ministry 
is believed to be considering 
packaging the debts and shift¬ 
ing them to the General Ac¬ 
count. No derisions have been 
made, but one possibility is a 
change in legislation that 
would permit the sale of forest¬ 
ry and valuable land holdings. 

The Government’s dilemma 
stems from high levels of 
public debt and fears that 
weakness in the financial sec¬ 
tor could raise the cost of 
public borrowing. Observers 
believe that Japan faces a 
growing crisis because the 
current level of long-term debt 
is believed to be nearing ten 
times the level of retained tax 
earnings. The equivalent US 
multiple is 4-5 times. 


Bardays 
shuts BZW 
in Japan 

By Gavin Lumsden 

BARCLAYS has announced 
tiie closure of the Japanese 
equities arm of BZW, the 
investment banking division it 
is in the process of selling, 
with the loss of 100 jobs. 

The move reduces the 
bank’s staff in Japan ro 450. 
Barclays insisted the move 
was a direct result of its 
derision to sell the equity, 
capita] markets and mergers 
and acquisition activities of 
BZW last month. 

The bank has already come 
under fire for selling BZW’s 
European business to Credit 
Suisse First Boston at a low 
price of £100 million. It said it 
had been unable to get a good 
price for the Japanese equities 
business because it had not 
included its membership of 
Japan’s three main stock ex¬ 
changes in the deaL However, 
the bank is in talks with 
several banks interested in 
buying BZW’s Asian and Aus¬ 
tralasian businesses. 



A WEEK IN THE CITY 




'hichevcr way you 
turned, the com- 
. . pan) that brews a 

certain Irish stout was in the 
new* as the report into the 
infamous Guinness affair 
finally saw the light of day II 
>ears after the Distillers 
takeover, white the Guinness 
corporate name was voted 
into oblivion after 240 years. 

Monday saw a member of 
ihe reclusive Barday family 
make a rare public appear¬ 
ance. although it was neither 
nf the Barrio* twins. David 
and Frederick, but David’s 
son. Ahlan. 

Bardav fits took the stand 
at Horseterry Road Magis¬ 
trates' Court in an attempt to 
persuade the gaming a** 
tftoritw* to grant a new 

casino licence to the Ritt. the 
£75 million jewel in the 
Baida vV crown, when 
London Chibs moves out 
nniwar. . j 

.4 deration & not due until 
mat month, but the opposi¬ 
tion of the Gaming Board 


means the odds are stacked 
against him. 

The City felt the effects of 
the mounting crisis in Japan, 
as Yamaichi. the country’s 
fourth largest broker, col¬ 
lapsed under a Y32 trillion 
(£15 billion) mountain of 
debt. The crash, announced 
fry a sobbing Shohei Naz- 
awa, president of Yamaichi, 
sent a chin through world 
financial markets, and spelt 
the end of 300 jobs at the 
film's London HQ. 

In the circumstances, die 
rejection by Allied Colloids 
of a £U billion bid from 
Hercules, a rival chemicals 
group from America, created 
comparatively few ripples. 

Gordon Brown, the Chan¬ 
cellor. took a further step in 
his efforts to woo big busi¬ 
ness by unveiling plans to 
abolish advance corporation 
tax and oft the rale of 
corporation last in hfe pro* 
Budget speech w the Com¬ 
mons. The welcome hk 
comments received was in 


marked contrast to the treat¬ 
ment his calls for pay re¬ 
straint received from the 
Post Office: it announced a 4 
per cent pay deal with its 
16CUXJ0 mail workers. 

Not so ludey woe the 
5,000 or so miners who are 
expected to be given their 
marching orders before 
Christmas 'as RJB Mining 
doses more pits. 

The Guinness EGM on 
Wednesday to approve the 
£23 billion merger with 
Grand Metropolitan became 
a vehicle for disgruntled 
shareholders keen to attack 
Tony Greener, chairman, 
over the choice of Diageo as 
die new drinks behemoth’s 
name. ■ 

However, a rather embar¬ 
rassing split vote in the 
audience tailed to make a 
dent on die overwhelming 
support of proxy votes. 

The new day, ironically 
the same day as the annual 
Guinness and oysters bash 
at Mansion House, saw the 


publication of the eagerly 
awaited report inlothe J986 
Distillers scandal. As expect¬ 
ed, Ernest Saunders, the 
former Guinness chief exec¬ 
utive; came in for a pound¬ 
ing. but of greater signifi¬ 
cance was the doubt cast by 
the report over the evidence 
given by David Mayhew. a 
senior partner in Cazenovc/ 
the blue-blooded City stock¬ 
broking firm. 

In a damning indictment 
of the integrity of the Cfty, 
the report — watered down 
from earlier drafts — went 
on to refer to “the cynical 
disregard of laws and regu¬ 
lations the cavalier misuse 
of company moneys and a 
contempt for truth and com¬ 
mon honesty". 

The week ended in the 
same part of the world as it 
had started, as Barclays an¬ 
nounced plans to dose its 
Japanese equities business - 
with the loss of 100 jobs. 
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Volatile market 
holds no fears 
for Energis chief 


SHAKES in Energis are due to 
begin trading on December 9 
againsi a backdrop of world 
market volatility and after a 
sharp drop in the share price 
of lonica. the innovative 
telecoms company that floated 
during the summer. 

Mike Grabiner. the chief 
executive of Energis. has just 
emerged from a fortnight’s 
roadshow that has taken him 
to London. Glasgow, Edin¬ 
burgh, Paris and Frankfurt, 
drumming up support for the 
issue. He remains optimistic 
about how the offering of 26 
per cent of the company is 
being received. 

“There is significant interest 
regardless of the markets." he 
said. "I think it is a good 
investment story and people 
are treating it as such." 

He can also point to the 
significant differences be¬ 
tween Energis and lonica, 
which is using radio to target 
mainly the residential marker 
and has fallen from grace, at 
least temporarily, in the City 
because of delays in rolling out 
its nerwork. 

“We are very much stress¬ 
ing that we are at a %’ery 
advanced stage of develop¬ 
ment," he added. As a 
company aiming entirely at 


By Raymond Snoddy 

the business sector, rather 
than tiie residential market 
the Energis chief executive 
believes the comparisions 
should be with telecommuni¬ 
cations companies such as 
Colt or WorldCom, rather 
than lonica. 

The book on Energis closes 
on December S and the shares 
of the company begin trading 
the next day on both the 
London Stock Exchange and 
on Nasdaq. 

Because of its parent. Nat¬ 
ional Grid, Energis was able 
to build a high-capacity, low- 
cost. tibre-optic network car¬ 
ried on electricity pylons. 
Since signing up its first 
customer in March 1994. 
Energis now’ provides services 
at more than 35.000 sites for 
customers ranging from Boots 
and Microsoft to Mirror 
Group Newspapers, and Vir¬ 
gin Atlantic to the BBC, which 
has a ten-year. £100 million 
contract. 

Its strategy has been to 
target first individual com¬ 
panies and use them as a lead 
into sectors. The Energis rela¬ 
tionship with Boots, for exam¬ 
ple. started as a contract worth 
about £1 million a year. This 
increased to £2.5 million when 
more sites and services were 


Clowes charged with 
accounting offences 


By Our City Staff 


PETER CLOWES, the dis¬ 
graced former financier who 
was given a ten-year jail 
sentence for defrauding inves¬ 
tors of £16 million, has now 
been charged with accounting 
offences. 

The 53-year-old former mil¬ 
lionaire has been charged 
with two offences of false 
accounting and bailed to 
appear next month before 
magistrates at Macclesfield, 
Cheshire, where he now lives. 
The charges are believed to be 
connected with claims for 
benefits. 

Clowes’ firm. Barlow 
Clowes International, col¬ 


lapsed in 1988 owing investors 
£190 million. 

He was freed from prison 
early last year after serving 
four years. When he returned 
to live with his family in a 
terraced cottage in Maccles¬ 
field, he vowed to work to 
repay investors who had lost 
their savings in the collapse. 

Early this year, Clowes, 
who was living on income 
support, said he was develop¬ 
ing a computer project that he 
had devised in jail. He said 
That if he ever made money 
from the plan, it would go ro 
the people who lost out in the 
Barlow Clowes crash. 
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added. Now Energis provides 
Boots with a high-speed data 
network linking 1.300 sites 
and supporting everything 
from credit-card verification to 
loyalty cards, a contract worth 
E5 million a year. 

Energis shares are being 
offered in die 250p to 325p 
range, valuing the enterprise 
at between £815 million and 
£962 million — noticeably 
below some people’s original 
hopes that it might be worth a 
nice round £1 billion. 

In the six months to Septem¬ 
ber 30 Energis had revenues 
of £69.2 million and grass 
earnings of £2-1 million, 
against a loss of £11.1 million 
on comparable terms in the 
first half of 1996-97. 

Analysts say the final valua¬ 
tion will be affected both by 
market conditions and some 
niggles that selling off spare 
capacity will take Energis too 
far away from its core high- 
margin business and towards 
commodity telecoms. 

Andrew Moffat, telecom¬ 
munications analyst at Societe 
Generate, the broker, said: “1 
think Energis is a good busi- 
' ness. It represents fairly good 
value at the lower end of the 
range, but a bit rich.at the 
upper end." 


Abbot wins 
Azerbaijan 
contract 

ABBOT said its subsidiary, 
KCA Drilling, had been 
awarded a $32 million (£19 
million) flagship contract by 
the Azerbaijan International 
Operating Company for the 
drilling platform for the dev¬ 
elopment of the Azeri Chirag 
and Guneshli offshore fields 
(Our City Staff writes). 

The work covers the provi¬ 
sion and initial three years of 
operation of drilling facilities 
on two platforms. A letter of 
limited award has been 
signed to cover the initial 30 
to 40<Jay period required 
until the formal contract is 
prepared and signed. 





Mike Grabiner, left with Chris Hibbert, finance director 


Peregrine 
blames poor 
trading for 
275 layoffs 

By Our Financial Staff 

PEREGRINE investments 
has laid off about 275 staff 
from its worldwide operations 
because of poor market condi¬ 
tions across Asia. 

Most of the affected staff 
worked outside Hong Kong or 
were based . in the region 
specialising in markets ex¬ 
cluding Greater China, the 
investment banking group 
said in a statement The cost of 
the losses would be taken as 
an exceptional item in the year 
to November 30,1997, it said. 

Peregrine said; “While vola¬ 
tility was beginning to subside 
in Asia’s debt and equity 
markets, trading volumes 
were shrinking on the back of 
decreased liquidity. The group 
anticipates these conditions 
will persist, which has result¬ 
ed in the action taken.” 

Peregrine Investments said 
last month that net profits in 
its equity products business 
for the period January 1 to 
October 24 had fallen by about 
HK$178 million (£13.8 million) 
to about HK$124 million 
because of trading losses. 
However, it said there was no 
truth in rumours that it might 
be in serious financial trouble 
and suffer a loss of up to CJS$1 
billion (£600 mfllioh). 

Peregrine also announced 
this month that Zurich Centre 
Investments, the private equi¬ 
ty arm of the Zurich Group, 
had agreed to invest US$200 
million in the company. 


Arbitron moves into UK 
to bid for radio contract 


By Raymond Snoddy, media editor 


ARBITRON, a large Ameri¬ 
can market research group, 
is moving into the UK 
through the purchase of Con¬ 
tinental Research, the British 
market research group 
specialising in the media and 
communications. 

The acquisition is the first 
stage of Arbitron's plans to 
expand beyond the North 
American market, where it 
supplies research for tele¬ 
vision and radio stations as 
well as cable and advertising 
agencies. 

Arbitron plans to use the 


Continental purchase to 
launch a bid for the UK radio 
industry audience research 
contract that is going to be put 
out for tender in the next few 
months by RAJAR, the com¬ 
bined-industry ratings 
organisation. 

At the same time as 
Arbitron is making its move 
into the UK market, Taylor 
Nelson AGB. one of the UK’S 
leading ratings organisations, 
has been moving in the app¬ 
osite direction by trying to 
establish a foothold in the 
North American television rat¬ 


ings measuring business. 
Under the deal with Continen¬ 
tal, the organisation will re¬ 
tain its name, while its 
founder-directors and senior 
management wQl continue to 
manage the UK business. 

Last year Arbitron, part of 
tiie Ceridian Corporation, the 
information services group, 
had revenues of $153.1 million 
(£91.7 million). The largest 
Arbitron division, Arbitron 
Radio, measures and analyses 
radio audiences and consumer 
behaviour in 268 local 
markets. 


Cliveden to open 
Edinburgh hotel 


By Dominic Walsh 


CLIVEDEN, the luxury hotel 
group, is to buy a Grade A 
listed building in Edinburgh's 
St Andrew Square for develop¬ 
ment as a 64-bedroom hotel 
and health dub. Total cost of 
the project is estimated at 
about £12 million. 

The company is acquiring 
the Victorian building from 
Scottish Equitable, subject to 
planning consent It is thought 
ro be paying dose to the £5 
million asking price. About £7 
million will be spent convert¬ 
ing it into a five-star hotel, 
with its own underground 
carpark and a separate health 
club. John Tham, managing 


director of Cliveden, said the 
group continued to seek acqui¬ 
sition opportunities. It was 
still "looking hard”for a site in 
Paris and was the preferred 
developer for a palace in 
Prague, pending the outcome 
of a legal battle over the 
property’s ownership. 

Since its flotation in April 
1996, the group has added the 
Royal Crescent in Bath and 
the Cliveden Town House in 
central London. It has also 
developed a country dub at 
the eponymous Buckingham¬ 
shire stately home, made fam¬ 
ous by the Profumo affair of 
the Sixties. 




Buy 

a PalmPilot 
Professional 
and get 
your free 
Christmas gift! 


Paramount in the red 


By Dominic Walsh 


BAD debts and payoffs to 
directors and staff pushed 
Paramount, the troubled pub 
operator, into the red by £1.4 
million in the year to May 31. 

The company’s new man¬ 
agement. installed in July, 
also announced that a finan¬ 
cial review had shown the 
previous year’s results to be 
overstated by £1 million, re¬ 
sulting in a loss in 1996 of 
E7 J9 million. 

Most of those lasses were 
property value writedowns, 
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with the extra El million being 
a provision for bad debt. 

John Dangerfield. finance 
director, said that tighr credit 
controls had been put In place 
to prevent further bad debts, 
although these had resulted in 
a 5 per cent dedine in sales to 
£5.6 million. 

He added that Paramount 
was now trading profitably 
and was considering a range 
of ways to expand the com¬ 
pany from its present estate of 
115 tenanted pubs. 
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6 When Tsogjo 
Yulrihira, Yamaichi’s 
former chairman, 
admitted: “If my 
company bad 
disclosed problem 
assets, it would not 
have been able to 
survive,” it was a 
nasty reminder of just 
how murky Japanese 
finance can be... ^ 

Garth Alexander examines 
whether enough is being 
done to sort out Japan's 
problems. Business, The 
Sunday Times, tomorrow. 


West Bromwich to 
cut mortgage rates 

--- tr> rtlT its more 
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The society is also lifting rates J° t L enl incrises in base 
across the board. In spite ^*!^5d5anges fulfil a pledge 
rates, the West Bromwichis proposed cwng in Ju!y . The 

that was made at the society s , Q fvariable rate 

change in mortgage rate applies to ho 

loam. - . half its 400.000 

The society is also offering 
members who have held accounts linefiB 

privileged membership package, which nwd rrave [ 
such as oommission-free holiday mone ^^_ jre( j personal 
insurance and preferential 

loans. The rate changes bring the West Brom * 

line with other building societies, a 

move may also be seen as a measure dpped ^ a 

loyalty to the building society, which has been PP™ 
possible takeover target. 

Bristol Water vote call 

BRISTOL WATER wants to throw the next pricing P^n open 
to customer comment in the wake of signabs from the^regul¬ 
ator that there could be a substantial oneflff cut in bil -. 
tol wants to ask customers whether they would wanr aU tiie 
reduction as cash off their bills or whether they would prefer 
some to be spent on environmental improvements or 
improved services. Ian Byatt, the regulator, hasibegun 
consultations for his next price review, due in 40UU. His 
thought he could impose a one-off cut of more than i u per cent 
on bills. Bristol Water lifted pre-tax profits for thesix months 
to September 30 7 per cent to £7.8 million.. The interim 
dividend, payable on February 10, is up 9.6 per cenr to I /.15p. 

New chief for generator 

BRITISH ENERGY has filled its chief executive gap 
following the departure in June of Bob Hawley. The new boss 
at the nudear generator will be Peter Hollins, who joins from 
ICI. He was responsible for polymers at European Vinyls 
Corporation, a joint venture between ICI and Enichem. Mr 
Hollins will join British Energy in February. John Robb, the 
generators chairman, said: “I am confident that he has the 
skills and experience necessary to lead British Energy in the 
next stages of its. development.” 

Midlands repays £22m 

MIDLANDS ELECTRICITY is to give £22 million in customer 
rebates next year in an effort to retain customers before 
competition is introduced in the domestic market Midlands 
said it would give E10 per household as it fired a warning shot 
against an investigation bythe industry regulators into elecr- 
ridty companies offering gas. It said the “dual fuel" inquiry 
could stifle competition. Gas companies complain that some 
electridty companies are engaging in predatory pricing in the 
gas market, which opens to competition before electricity. 

Toyota still undecided 

TOYOTA, the Japanese car group, is expected to announce in 
the new year if its planned new small European car will be 
built at its British plant at Bumaston. Derbyshire. Toyota was 
responding to suggestions that it would instead choose a 
French plant for foe new car. Toyota GB said: “No derision 
has yet been taken."The nrivcar is scheduled to be launched in 
1999 and will resemble foe Japanese-built Starlet Toyota has 
invested heavily at Bumaston in the Nineties. The company 
will-launch foe Avensis, which will-he built there, in January. 


Good news for 
Mot West savers 


NatWest announces the. following interest rates, 
effective from 1 December 1997: 
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A few cynics in Brussels have 
rome to die view that 
Benue Ecclestone may 
have been bluffing when he 
warned that, without tobacco 
sponsorship. Formula One and its 
attendant industries would flee 
the country, leaving desolation in 
their wake. 

But Tony Blair was convinced 
by the eloquent Mr Ecclestone. A 
lofty cheque did not cloud his vF 

sion at all. even if it has now had to 

be returned. The problem is 
simply one of perception. Mr Ec¬ 
clestone gave generously to Lab¬ 
our: he received a reprieve for 
Formula One. The two events are 
unconnected, but the juxtaposition 
looks bad, and appearances count, 
as new Labour has been reminded. 

So I am intrigued by word that 
reaches me from Greenwich, 
"'here the struts of the Millenni¬ 
um Dome are now reaching sky¬ 
wards. It seems that Robert Earl, 
the millionaire restaurateur who 
so kindly handed Labour the cash 
to repay Mr Ecclestone^ may want 
to open rare of his establishments 
within the Dome. Assuming that ■ 
there is to be some competition for 
catering sites in what is aiming to 
be a huge tourist attraction, a' 
perception problem could be 
looming for Mr EarL proprietor of 
the Planet Hollywood chain. 

His rivals in the restaurant 
business, and there are many, 
would surely waste no time in 
pointing out that he had made his 
£1 million donation to the Labour 
Party and then been ushered into 
the Dome. When potentially valu- 


Earl of the Dome 


able contracts are at stake, 
business tacticians do not always 
feel obliged to restrict themselves 
to blows above the belt' 

To Mr Earl, £1 million is 
pocket money. If he wanted to 
buy influence, he could certainly 
anord to be more generous, since 

his empire is now estimated to be 
worth about £800 million. But if 
he does have thoughts of opening 
up at the Dome, he will face a 
tncky public relations problem. 

Planet Hollywood, anyhow, 
may not be the most appropriate 
format for the Millennium 
Dome, given its roots in Ameri¬ 
can cinema rather than British 
history.- 

He broke into the catering 
business with a. Beefeater ban¬ 
queting hall. Perhaps a variant 
an that would be more suited to 
the Dome than a US-style burger 
cafe, although it might fall foul of 
the Cool Bntannia mood. 

For the time bein g , most of us 
remain entirely in the dark as to 
what will eventually go inside the 
Dome. The new exhibition that 
has just opened in Green which 
attempts to give a flavour of the 
project without giving any in¬ 
dications as to what delights will 
eventually be on offer. But Mr 
Earl should know a little more, 
since he has already been offer- 



COMMENTARY 

by our City Editor 


ing advice to Peter Mandelson an 
his pet project 

It would be a shame if. his 
donation were to preclude him 
from being able to extend his 
early enthusiasm into taking 
part in the fun and games that 
Mil eventually be on offer. But 
all those who make political 
donations will now be in danger 
of being precluded from situa¬ 
tions where they might appear 
even tangentially to have bought 
a place at the table. 

Getting out of 
the coal hole 

he Government is busy 
firefighting over coal, after 


T 



prospect of thousands of job 
losses and the end of the 
industry. 

^ It is now doing what it should 
have done several months ago 
and shaping some sort of energy 


policy which provides both a role 
tor coal and an idea of its future. 

It is unbelievable that Labour 
should have let the issue explode 
in the way in which it has. The 
manner in which it has tried to 
fight the criticism has also been 
deeply cynical. The Department 
of Trade and Industry's spin 
sheet for ministers advised them 
to blame the crisis on the Tories. 
It said: “The least painful press 
option is to present, sympatheti¬ 
cally. the facts of the real position 
that this Government has inher¬ 
ited. This has the great advan¬ 
tage of being true." 

But as the Government, Lab¬ 
our has the ability to alter the 
circumstances it has inherited. 
We have had the ridiculous 
situation of John Battle blaming 
the Conservatives for approving 
too many gas-fired power sta¬ 
tions.while then happily approv¬ 
ing them himself . 

What emerges from the No 10 
inspired initiative to provide the 
foundations for a coal industry 


over the medium term should 
bring some sensibility to energy 
and should help to create a 
diverse, sustainable and secure 
■ mix that Mr Battle has always 
advanced but has done nothing 
to achieve. 

It is not surprising that furore 
has greeted the crisis in coal. It 
has not just stemmed from the 
emotive prospect of miners los¬ 
ing their jobs under a Labour 
Government. It has arisen 
because Labour bad promised a 
more considered approach to the 
very long-term issue of energy 
than simply throwing up its 
hands and saying we are in a free 
market now. Coal is a resource 
the UK is well blessed with- But 
once dosed, mines are not easily 
reopened. In addition to the huge 
employment consequences, it is 
folly to leave the UK’s energy 
needs to the whim of a market 
which is leading us to heavy 
dependence on imported gas. 

The DTI had thought it could 
manage the controversy with its 


spin sheet of pat comments. It 
comprehensively failed. If the 
Energy Minister had mustered 
more convincing performances it 
may not have failed in such an 
embarrassing manner. If mutter- 
i/igs in the higher Labour eche¬ 
lons prove prophetic, Mr Battle 
may next year join thousands of 
miners new year—in looking for 
a new job. 

Richemont makes 
fashion statement 

I t is reassuring to know that 
while financial chaos hits the 
Far East, Cartier and Chloe 
retain their appeal. Richemont is 
providing ample demonstration 
of its faith in the continuance of 
demand for luxury brands by 
bidding so generously for the 
minority in Vendome. 

The South African company 
only ever parted with a minority 
of shares in this adjunct to its 
tobacco business. Now it wants 
the lot and perhaps it is right in 
its view that these international 
names can best be nurtured in 
the safety of privacy. Outside 
shareholders have a nasty habit 
of losing faith in a brand when it 
temporarily stumbles. 

Bin it is puzzling why 


Richemont should have come to 
this conclusion new, having 
clearly felt differently just four 
years ago .when it floated the 
business. As the figures it pro¬ 
duced earlier this week showed, 
Ihe company is hardly suffering 
from its status. Stella 
McCartney, the Beatles daugh¬ 
ter, is doing wonders with the 
Chloe label that had rather 
languished in the last years of 
Karl Lagerfeld's reign and prof¬ 
its were up by almost a third. 

Hie Dunhill brand is looking a 
little jaded, according to some 
style-conscious critics, but the 
Vendome stable boasts a host of 
other up-market names that 
seem destined to survive well 
into the next century. On that 
basis, it is tempting to assume 
that Richemont believes that 
there are good times ahead and 
that the price that looks super¬ 
ficially generous is nothing of the 
kind. 

Netted 

FEARS that the Internet is 
lawless have again been dented. 
BT, Marks & Spencer, Ladbrake, 
Sainsbury and Virgin have to¬ 
gether won a high court injunc¬ 
tion against two firms that set up 
a cottage industry registering 
domain names for websites ana 
e-mail using famous names and 
then tried to sell them to the 
offended parties. Instead, they 
must hand them over free. 
Protecting copyrights may be 
harder, but will surely come. 
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Homby 
on fast 
track to 
parents 

Bv Our City Staff 

SHARES in Homby, the 
model railway group, rose 
2^p to 171p despite a fall in 
half-year profits from £1.1 
million to £973.000 on 
sales down from £13 mil¬ 
lion to £11 million in the 
first half. 

The fall was put down to 
the discontinuation of 
radio-controlled and loy 
products. like for like, 
Homby says that the pre¬ 
tax profit on its core prod¬ 
ucts is ahead offast year. 

Debts fell, reducing the 
interest charge from £45 
million to £1.7 million in 
the six months to Septem¬ 
ber 30. .An unchanged 
interim dividend of ZQp a 
share is to be paid, 

Hornby says lhaf ft is 
has shifted the focus of its 
marketing to target the 
adult enthusiast, rather 
than children. Homby is 
applying a similar philoso¬ 
phy to its other main 
product, Scalextric racing 
car games. 

Peter N'cvvey. diairman, 
said: "How do you define a 
toy? In the main they are 
bought by mature men, 
not by children. They go to 
collectors or enthusiasts 
who put them into model 
layouts. 

“Most of our sets are 
bought by men for their 
sons in anticipation of 
playing with them them¬ 
selves, l am sure." 

The most popular train 
mudel is the Inter-City 125. 
but Hornby has updated 
iis range io include the 
liveries of newcomers such 
as Virgin and GN'ER- 

Favourites such as the 
Hying Scotsman are 
joined by miniature ver¬ 
sions of their modem 
equivalents such as the 
Eurostar and even the 
suburban commuter Net- 
worker in service on the 
Chfiiem line. 

The switch of emphasis 
away from the traditional 
toy * market helped the 
group to offset the effects 
of the strong pound, which 
have hit exports _ of 
Scalextric. and its decision 
to drop production of 

radirHrontroUed toys. 


Richemont to spend £lbn 
buying Vendome shares 


By George Sivell 


JEAN CHRISTOPHE KAHN 



Stella McCartney, chief designer at Chloe, one of the brands supplied by Richemont 


RICHEMONT, the Swiss 
company that owns 70 per 
cent of Vendome, the luxury 
goods group that supplies the 
Cartier, Chloe and Purdey 
brands, plans to buy the 
shares that it does not own for 
495p each. Vendome shares 
soared from 393'zp to 472'zp 
in response (Commentary, see 
this page). 

Vendome was floated on the 
stock market at about 300p in 
1993 after a reconstruction of 
the tobacco and luxury goods 
business .of Rothmans, Dun- 
hill and Richemont. The 30 
per cent minority is held 
largely by institutions. 

The £1.036 biflfon buyback 
values the whole of Vendome 
at £3.45 billion. It remains 
subject to approval by tire 
othCT shareholders and the 
Vendome board. Richemont 
said that a financing commit¬ 
ment for the fall amount of the 
cash consideration had been 
provided by Deutsche Bank. 

Richemont added, however, 
that it might deride not to 
proceed with die proposals in 
the event of any further col¬ 
lapse in the world markets 
that could have a “material 
adverse impact" on the busi¬ 
ness of Vendome. However, 
Richemont will still pay Ven¬ 
dome shareholders the pro¬ 
posed interim dividend of 3.7p 
a share. 

Vendome luxury goods 
brands include Cartier, /^fred 
Dunhill, Montblanc, Piaget, 
Baume & Merrier. Vachenon. 
Constantin, Lance! and Chloe. 


It is likely that the Vendome 
board will appoint a commit¬ 
tee of independent directors to 
consider Riche mom's propos¬ 
als and advise minority unit- 
holders, Richemont said. 

Richemont's said that it was 
taking Vendome private 
because it now believed that it 
was finally strong enough to 


finance further investment in 
the company. Richemont’s 
offer of 495p per share unit 
represents a premium of 25.8 
per cent of the dosing price of 
Vendome on November 27 
and a multiple of 18.7 times 
Vendome’s earnings for the 
year to March 31. 

In 1993 Richemont, headed 


by Johann Rupert, a South 
African, restructured its hold¬ 
ings and set up the current 
companies. In addition to 
Vendfime, Richemont has a 
two thirds interest in 
Rothmans International, the 
tobacco company, and a 15 per 
cent interest in Canal Plus, the 
pay-television group. 


BKG price reaches new low 


SHARES in BKG Resources, 
die Kazakhstan mining com¬ 
pany formerly known as 
Bakyrchik Gold, slid to a low 
of 15p yesterday. 

BKG has surrendered most 
of its Interest in the Baltyrchik 
mine as part of a rescue 
package agreed with Indo¬ 
china Goldfields, the Canadi¬ 
an company that is its biggest 
shareholder and its joint ven¬ 
ture partner in Kazakhstan. 

The results for the six 
months to September 30 show 
BKG. which is based in 


By Paul Durman 

London, with losses of $6.7 
million (£4 million), up from 
$62! million, and it has the 
resources for only modest 
geological investigations until 
the end of next year. It is also 
dependent on Indochina to 
find its share of the initial 
costs of the Bakyrchik mine. 

KPMG, BKG’s auditor, 
gave a warning of the “signifi¬ 
cance” of the uncertainty aris¬ 
ing from this dependence on 
Indochina and said the figures 
assumed the company would 
remained a going concern. 


Roger Harris. BKG’s manag¬ 
ing director, said there were 
no plans to raise fresh capital. 

At 15p, down 4b p yesterday, 
the AIM-quoted shares are a 
small fraction of last year's 
peak value of nearly 590p. 

BKG retains only a 20 per 
cent interest in the Kazakh 
mine, down from 85 per cent 
previously. This has caused it 
to make a $76 5 million provi¬ 
sion against the value of its 
main asset, reducing the value 
of its investments to jusr $125 
million {$87.8 million). 


Cox assets hit 
by market falls 

STOCK market volatility has 
wiped £3 million off the value 
of Cox Insurance Holdings’ 
net assets in two months, the 
company said yesterday 
(Marianne Curphey writes). 

The loss would have been 
£2 million higher but for a 
hedge taken out around the 
time the markets peaked in 
early October. 

Cox a corporate investor at 
Uoyd’s of London, said pre¬ 
tax profit rose to £7.3 million 
(£4 million) for the half year to 
September 30. The interim 
dividend is 0.8p (Q.7p) a share. 


IMF resc ue promises to end system of giant conglomerates 

* South Korea’s chaebol face upheaval 



B \ George Sum 

THE term? of the IMF rescue for South 
Kcrxi place a question mark over the 
fur-rc of the chaebol, the giant 
i\-«giomerales th3t control ihe South 
Kr»an economy. Samsung. Hyundai. 
LG and Daewoo are responsible for B0 
percent of GDP. 

While the companies are reluctant to 
ccmment on the cutting back « 
e'.erseas expansion plans they will lino 
rssstre the money at home much 
harder. Yields un South Korean corpo¬ 
rate bonds soared so IS. 85 per centthis 
week art! the stock market ponged io 
per «r,t in one day. 

LstemaricnaJ investors are tw^n- 
cd!s£ to shun South Korean P 3 ? 61 " 
hp pm i 1 of the South-East Asian wr- 
nvS. Yesterda> LG Semicon. 
she LG chaebol announced an jndett- 
see prttpenemen! uf a gtooal deposi¬ 
tors receipts issue, . 

Sane of ihe big chaebol opart irom 


Samsung Electronics, has been able to 
raise capital in die global equity 
market this year, a far cry from a year 
ago when South Korean paper was the 
darling of foreign investors. Econo¬ 
mists are now coming to realise that 
the huge growth of the chaebol 
financed by huge debts, ties behind the 
plea to the IMF for assistance. 

Samsung stunned the business com- 
mimity this week with a 30 per cent cut 
(n investment next year and its rivals 
are expected to follow suit. Haifa said 
that it was retrenching half its 6,000 
workforce at its shipbuilding unit by 
the year-end. 

Kim Sang Weak, a spokesman for 
Hyundai, said: “We have our back to 
the wall.". Many Hyundai subsidiaries 
are pushing for heavy restructuring, 
-something they haven’t done for a 

Jong rime", he said. 

Koo Bon Moo. the LG chairman, is 
urging his lieutenants to focus on 
"selection and concentration” as the 


group’s future strategy. LG, South 
Korea's third biggest conglomerate, is 
consolidating business interests to 
focus on profits rather than expansion. 
Daewoo is slowing a global expansion 
effort that has made it a household 
name in East Europe, Central Aria and 
other emerging markets, quite a pan 
from its offer of free ai-the-door 
servicing of cars sold in Britain. 

The Federation of Korean Indus¬ 
tries. a lobbying organisation of the 
largest conglomerates, called on the 
Government for “extreme" rescue mea¬ 
sures for companies and financial 
institutions. Seven of the top 30 
conglomerates have gone bankrupt or 
nearly so, alongside numerous failures 
of smaller companies. 

Analysts said that the heavy' dose of 
austerity expected from an IMF pro¬ 
gramme could slow growth below 3 
per cent next year, from this years 
expected 6 per cent, putting more 
pressure on the chaebol to cut back. 


Geoff Lewis, a Hong Kong based 
economist at Dresdner Kleinwort Ben¬ 
son, said: “There is a clear need for 
Korea to move away from the chaebol. 
The system is clearly not appropriate 
to the IWOs with Technology improving 
and other countries catching up." 

M r Lewis added: "The IMF has been 
drawn into some pretty fundamental 
restructuring plans, which are a long 
way removed from its main sphere of 
expertise ... id what extent toe IMF 
will be dictating the whole process of 
industrial reform remains to be seen." 

After weeks of denials, South Korea 
finally sought help from the IMF on 
November 21 as reports of declining 
foreign exchange reserves ricocheted 
through Asian markets. So far. toe JMF 
has said South Kdrea would require a 
standby credit facility of $20 billion 
(£11,97 billion), but analysts said toe 
extent of the external debt problem, 
estimated at $151 billion, could mean 
much more than that was required, 


Reuters adds 
worldwide 
sports Web 

By Raymond Snoddy, media editor 


Crest cost 
exchange 
£lm income 

By Gavin Lumsden 

THE London Stock Ex¬ 
change's transfer of settle¬ 
ment from Talisman to 
Crest cost it £1 million in 
income, interim results 
reveal. 

In the six months to 
September 30 the exchange 
earned £70.3 million, com¬ 
pared with £713 million for 
the same period last year. 

However, the transition to 
Crest which became fully 
operational in April, cut the 
exchange’s costs by £193 
million to £463 million. 
This was achieved mainly 
by reducing the number of 
staff by 200 to 550. After tax 
and interest, £1S3 million 
has been transferred to 
reserves. 

A spokesman would not 
comment on whether the 
exchange was considering a 
rebate to members. In May 
it returned £10 million to 
City companies. 

It has. however, yet to 
finish two major projects in 
preparation for the single 
currency and solving the 
millennium problem facing 
computer systems. 

It has been a busy six 
months for toe exchange. It 
has attracted listings from 
63 new UK companies and 
24 overseas firms and 24 
companies joined the Alter¬ 
native Investment Market 


RELITERS, toe international 
news and information group, 
kicks off on Monday with its 
own free sports Web site 
giving up-to-the minute sports 
coverage from around toe 
world. 

Reuters believes thar its 
SportsWeb will be toe first 
truly international sports Web 
site monitoring and reporting 
on nearly 60 sports world¬ 
wide. -What we have in iext 
and pictures is a sports file 
which is very international 
and quite deep.” says Pat 
McCarty, its editor. 

The venture is a collabor¬ 
ation between Reuters and 
Digital Equipment Corpora¬ 
tion. which is responsible for 
the design, installation and 
management of the Web set. 
The organisation will benefit 
from the advertising and mer¬ 
chandising opportunities that 
arise. There.are also plans to 
use the site io sell rickets for 
sports events. 

Julie Holland, managing 
director of Reuters UK and 
Ireland, said: “We know ev¬ 
eryone is obsessed with sport." 
She views SportsWeb as very 
much a business venture and 
one that grows naturally out of 
the group's existing news and 
information activities. Reuters 


has a dedicated team of 15 
sports journalists and three 
support staff based in London, 
as well as four full-time spe¬ 
cialists in New York, three in 
Paris and one each in Bonn 
and Sydney. 

Reuters does not see itself 
facing any direct Web compe¬ 
tition. PA. the national news 
agency and information 
group, has an extensive sports 
Web site bui it is non-commer- 
rial and designed mainly to be 
a “shop window" for its other 
Internet services. 

Both ESPN, the satellite 
sports channel, and CBS, the 
US network group, have sport 
Web sites but bath are primar¬ 
ily aimed at the North Ameri¬ 
can market. 

Initially the coverage in 
SportsWeb will be m English, 
but sections providing local 
perspective in other languages 
will be added next year. 

Reuters said yesterday that 
toe I99S highlights of 
SportsWeb would include 
everything from this winter's 
England-West Indies cricket 
tests to toe World Cup and 
Lennox Lewis’s attempt to 
become the undisputed world 
heavyweight champion. 

□ The Reuters site is found at 
www .sport sweb.com. 


KEEP AHEAD OF BASE 


8 : 



% 


gross p.a. 

Guaranteed to always earn the bank base rate PLUS 0.75% 

• Take advantage of the recent base rate increase 

• If the bank base rate changes, the gross annual 
interest rate adjusts ty the same percentage amount 

hr perwul plcxt-ejll an VrauM Mnuaf0171-21)3-1550 ifcro. .yi»>fc.vr- .« Oi"J •.’«»> ItSPJkr !w- 


TV ■: .-.r-s* •. »*—o s: ,a.jY, j. rv_ r- "•* r ~-t 1 ■ it# 

V-r—vj - < jf»>r£ M? fvtV -L.VntjgV ?*!“. «#»»**.l je L. V. h-i- \ - - J 

v*is -.*r r -> frd. -t- ,i Fh ^ e-l 


1 - ’ • ■ '>*V •*.„ J.iPU'Xn 




INVESTED 

INVESTEC BANK (UK) LIMITED 


Til. fori U'LrraW TRFEiVtST it-vJo- *43 4K 
Plpjsj wnd m- ricml, re ;hc E.wr ftu? 


Xante _ 
Address: 




-I---'.r« i.■. t/%11 « , bi» if **. 

■ V.l • fV Ij*n. .’.I,:- 










* 


] 


\ 

Ai 

of 


bu? 

nej 

10 

Th 

cor 

ica 

du 

ste 

cai 

po 

< 

tio 

24 

sw 

po 

W£ 

wr 

La 

ice 

pr 

Tc 

frt 

w] 

of 

ca 

to 

eh 

ra 

sp 

nc 

co 

ba 

vi- 

P* 

g* 

nc 

ne 

E: 

or 

th 


c 

c 

n 

tl 

T 

; C 

i « 

I 

i n 

1 h 

; T 

| !i 

i VI 

i si 

: ci 

Vi 





-r -ip ~ • 


30 PROFILE 


THE TIMES SATURDAY NOVEMBER 2919W 



S ince its ill-fated demerger from 
Thom 15 months ago, EMI 
Group has set only two 
records during its solo career on the 
FTSE 100. Over the past 12 months, 
its shares have plunged faster than 
any blue-chip peers. Secondly. _ it 
whipped its rivals on the executive 
pay front by doling out E7.I5 million 
to Jim Fifield. head of its US records 
division, making h im t he highest- 
paid director of any FTSE company. 

Now it seems set for a third record 
— pulling off the most value- 
shredding demerger in corporate 
history. And although the two com¬ 
panies have now lost £3.81 billion of 
market value between them. Sir 
Colin Southgate — who master¬ 
minded the split - still seems quite 
relaxed. “I’m not falling apart" he 
said last week, two days after giving 
warning that EMI is facing sluggish 
world music markets. "I would like 
the market to be better, but I think 
we manage in the market as well as 
anybody. What more can I do?" 

He is fond of reminding that EMI 
is not just a record company, its a 
"national treasure”. Its shares may 
have plunged 42 per cent against a 
bull market in the past year, but with 
titles that span the Beaties to the 
Spice Girls, how wrong can one 
company really go? “We are still the 
rhird-largest music company in the 
world," he says. “We are the number 
one music retailer in the world. We 
have the best return on capital. 
Name me the next British company 
that can say that.” 


Cool operator dancing to 
a different economic beat 


He blames exceptional forces for 
hampering die share prices of both 
companies since the demerger. To¬ 
gether with the £600 million both 
Thom ami EMI have made in buy¬ 
backs. he says, things just aint that 
bad. Shares in EML his theory goes, 
were beset by takeover speculation 
from the first 

“I've watched the takeover premi¬ 
um come out of the share price over 
the year.” Sir Colin said. "I also 
watched die two years up to 
demerger when the shares got to a 
heady £18.1 should have sold then — 
that would have gone down really 
well in the City. And bought at E10— 
that would have livened them up!" 

Thorn and EMI are worth £4.18 
billion against £7.99 billion just after 
the August demerger. To many 
shareholders, this is inescapably 
damning — a viewpoint made dear 
at both companies* annual meetings. 
But Sir Colin ranks the demerger as 
a success, on the grounds that 
shareholders who wanted a "bog 
standard rental business” are no 
longer involved in the "hype of the 
rock and roll business". 

Together, the two companies’ com¬ 
bined market cap amounts to where 
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Non-executive directorships: 
Bank of England, Terrence 
Chapman Group. Whitehead 
Mann Group. Bom Surrey. 
1938. Attended City of London 
School Trained as actuary but 
quit before qualifying to join 
I CL. Set up Software Science, 
which was sold to EMI in 1982. 
Chief executive in 1987. 


Thom EMI was three years ago — 
which he admits is far from ideal 
“But we’ve given very good value to 
the shareholders since we dedded on 
the demerger in the summer of 1994. 
They should not be unhappy about 
it” He went on: “Now. the rationale 


is popping into people’s heads about 
shareholder value, but what does it 
mean? It seems the only way I can 
keep up this shareholder value is to 
keep putting out rumours that we’re 
just about to be taken over." 

This casual attitude, which has 
won him so many friends in the 
' music industry, is much less appre¬ 
ciated in the City. Fund managers 
tearing their hair out over EMI’s 
dismal share performance take cold 
comfort from reminders that the 
company is a "national treasure". 

The recurring question is exactly 
what value Sir Colin has added to 
Thom EMI, either together or apart, 
after having enjoyed a salary that, in 
the demerger year, is said to have 
totalled £8 million. Sir Colin rfaimc 
to be bashful about his own impact, 
but does make one assertion: "All I 
can say is that I don't think EMI 
would exist if I had not come. What 
about that I think it would have 
been sold around I98S — somebody 
would have taken us over." 

Whether this is so or not. a growing 
number of City analysts fear he is too 
enchanted with the glitzy life of a pop 
king to think about earnings growth. 
“We get die impression that he doesn’t 


really care what happens to the 
business." said one. “Hers always so 
aloof, and this is not encouraging.** 
No one is -calling for his head, 
although some say his departure 
would “not be met with unmitigated 
grief by die shareholders". 

Even if the worst should happen. 
Sir Colin is not short of a Plan B. 
Last week he was named one of the 
roving ambassadors from business 
whom the Government wishes to 
parade to promote Britain’s wider 
commercial interests. And although 
he has promised another four years 
at EMI, he does not dray sugges¬ 
tions that he is gunning for the 
chairmanship of Channel Four. 

Whatever the turbulence of the 
past year. Sir Colin. seems to 
consider his time at EMI as a 
mission accomplished. Indeed, 
shareholders who bought when he 
took the helm in July 1985 cannot 
deny that they are much better off— 
to die tune of some £3.2 billion, and 
that a large part of the credit ISeS 
with die chief executive. 

Those unfortunate enough to pOe 
in at the demerger find Sir Colin’s 
lack- of urgency maddening,- and 
strange, at a time when Thom’s 
management is willing to sell any¬ 
thing they can to hike the shares up. 
But he remains confident that natu¬ 
ral market forces will lift the 
company when the global demand 
for music recovers. Until then. EMI 
will sit and wait 
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Fraser Nelson Sir Colin Southgate a relaxed view of the future 


German entrepreneur to import 
‘gentlemen’s clubs’ to London 


Gillian Upton 

finds out how 
Far Eastern 
experience 
refined a 
British idea 


L ast night Dieter R. 
KJostermann. chair¬ 
man and chief execu¬ 
tive of CCA Holdings, 
arrived in London from his 
Hong Kong headquarters to 
review documentation for four 
new purchases across Europe. 

It is widely expected that an 
announcement of at least one 
will be made next week. 

Klastermann'S claim to fame 
is as exporter of the classic 
British gentleman's dub to die 
burgeoning economies of Asia 
in the Eighties. He unproved 
on them and is now set to re¬ 
import them by expanding his 
presenoe in the UK and conti¬ 
nental Europe. Two of the 
purchases are in greater 
London, another in Frankfurt, 
and die last in Berlin in die 
historic Unter den Linden. 

"Things are very hot.” said 
Michael Longshaw, OCA’S re¬ 
gional manager UK. "He 
doesn’t come over when it's wet 
and horrible, it means an ann¬ 
ouncement is fairly imminent." 

The CCA style of private dub 
can be seen in the transforma¬ 
tion of the Gresham Ciub in the 
Square Mile in 1994. The 
London Capital Club has more 
than 1,000 members drawn 
from the worlds of banking, 
law. insurance and corporate 
finance. Members are effusive 
about the high standard of 
food, networking opportunities 
and female membership. 

"I did think the City could do 
with a new Rialto. The City has 
been a bit bereft of good 
facilities and he had all the 
right notions.” said Sir Peter 
Parker, the Capital Club's hon¬ 
orary chairman. 

Two years later KJostermann 
launched his second European 
venture when he took over 
Brocket Hall, the former ances¬ 
tral home in Hertfordshire of 
Lord Brocket, the disgraced 
aristocrat. He has been operat¬ 
ing it as an out-of-town confer¬ 
ence centre, golf and country 
dub. Its golf dub is chaired by 
Lord MacLaurin. the former 
diairman of Tesco. 

Next week's announcement 
will be the first of Kioster- 
mann's planned £100 million 



CCA hopes to repeat its success with Brocket HaB, which is now a golf and country dob and conference centre 


investments in the UK on more 
"Brockets”. 

Luton Hoo was on the acqui¬ 
sition list, but its distance from 
London and the cost of conver¬ 
sion were too great 

The Good “Gaijin” [foreign¬ 
er] Guide would undoubtedly 
list KJostermann as the most 
sought-after businessmen in 
Asia. One associate described 
him recently as die Chinese 
equivalent of a Taipan. such is 
his influence. Such lofty status 
explains why his invitation for 
June’s handover ceremony of 
Hong Kong came from the 
Chinese. 

CCA runs the most presti¬ 
gious private dubs across the 
Asia Pacific region. The list of 
members reads like a Who's 
Who of Japanese, Chinese. 
Taiwan. Thai. Indonesian Sin¬ 
gaporean, Vietnamese and Fili¬ 
pino blue chip concerns. It 
includes leading players in 
Beijing's power structure, 
while in Jakarta two of his 
partners are the country’s two 
leading business groups. And 
in Tokyo members of the 
imperial family patronise his 
facilities. 

There are more than 30 
clubs, half are company 
owned, and some 80.000 mem¬ 
bers are spread across 14 Asian 
economies. 

Based in Hong Kong, CCA 


generates annual revenues of 
£180 million and has no trans¬ 
national rivals. 

KJostermann moves in the 
right circles. Doors can be 
opened for him anywhere in 
die world. “I've made a lot of 
friends and if we need help we 
have easy access, but we use it 
in a proper manner." 

He is devoid of the flamboy- 
ancy often asso¬ 
ciated with 
high-flyers. 

Quietly spoken, 
unassuming 
and conserva¬ 
tively dressed, 
he has all but 
lost his German 
accent, which 
has softened ap¬ 
preciably after 
almost 30 years 
of living in the 
Far East “He 
has a quite 
Rolls-Royce 
purr." is how 
Sir Peter Parker 
describes him. Kfostermann 
was bom in Bremen, and it 
may have been the Hanseatic 
tradition of having more con¬ 
tact with the outside world that 
helped to turn this 5&year-old 
into one of the new breed of 
transnational businessman. 
He has worked in Frankfurt. 
Paris, New York and Sydney. 


He credits himself with a "Kt of 
oriental mentality" after so 
long in Asia. 

His career began in hotels. 
He held senior .management 
positions with big-name play¬ 
ers such as Hilton Hotels 
Corporation. Holiday Inns. 
Oberoi Hotels, and Hilton 
International. He wanted to 
start his own business so he 
moved swiftly 
into hotel dev¬ 
elopment work¬ 
ing on several 
international 
projects. 

“It's impor¬ 
tant to under¬ 
stand the 
economics of 
development, 
the cost of in¬ 
vestment, how 
to raise funds 
for a project 
and tow to deal 
with investors.” 
he explains. 

The experience 
obviously honed his diplomatic 
skills; Sir Peter refers to his 
management style as “die vel¬ 
vet approach”. 

His busines mentor was 
Ewefi Pope. "He had tremen¬ 
dous perseverance. You must 
. never give up. Pteople in Asia 
admire it." says Kfostermann. 
it took him years to negotiate 



Klostermann: new breed 


his first project in Japan, but he 
hung in there, remembering 
Pope’S advice. 

CCA became the first foreign 
company to own and operate a 
private international business 
dub in Japan with the opening 
of the Century Club in Osaka 
in I98S. 

The company flagship in 
Asia, the City Club of Tokyo, 
followed three years later, 
opened by Prince and Princess 
Mikasa. just as the recession 
started. 

"The early part was not 
easy," he admits, “you have to 
go through a learning curve.” 

His tenacity, however, has 
paid off. "1 didn’t expect the 
company to grow so rapidly. 
Had we been in one market we 
would have grown faster still, 
but Japan, China and Indone¬ 
sia, for example, have different 
cultures, different eating habits 
and ways of doing business.” 

He believes that his good 
fortune would not have hap¬ 
pened in Europe. "Asia then 
was similar in the old days to 
California. I was in the right 
place at the right time," he says 
with self-effacement 

Witnessing die rising afflu¬ 
ence across Asia, he tapped into 
it by founding the CCA Group 
in 1980 to both develop and 
operate places where the Asian 
nouveau riche could spend 


their new-found wealth. “We 
started out with the simple idea 
of enhancing lifestyles,” he 
says. 

Openings followed the flow 
of foreign investment Vietnam 
has been the most difficult of all 
hidden investments. "It has 
much more red tape than 
China and it changes laws at 
short notice.” he says. 

CCA has recently signed a 
joint venture contract with one 
of Klastermann'S former em¬ 
ployers. Oberoi, the Indian 
luxury hotel owner, to develop 
dubs throughout India, start¬ 
ing with Bangalore and Ddhi. 

The concept of a private dub 
is not a new idea in either 
Europe or North America, but 
is novel in Asia except in Hong 
Kong. Singapore and Kuala 
Lumpur. 

“Ejtistmg dubs were mem-, 
ber-run. but not for profit." he 
saysrTTiey were run by part- 
time aanmittees with no finan¬ 
cial accountabilities. People 
concentrate too much on the 
crystalware. That is important, 
but I wanted to apply profes¬ 
sional management" 

His hotel base formula of 
high standards and exoeflent 
food and beverage worked, 
although there is nothing for¬ 
mulaic about the premises. 
Each is designed'to fit the local 
culture and community (which 
does not really exp lam the 
Bankers' Club in Taipei resem¬ 
bling the inside of an English 
stately home], and are driven in 
no small part by the senior 
members of the local business 
community who make up a 
board of advisers. It is they who 
have die final say on who 
passes muster. 

The dub is one of five types: 
rity. dty- athletic, golf and 
country dub, family recreation¬ 
al and an entirely new category 
of small luxury dub resorts. 
They vary from the City Club of 
Tokyo to die Imperial Country 
Club in Jakarta and the 36-hole 
Vietnam Golf and Country 
Club in Ho Chi Minh City. 

Eight dubs are under dev¬ 
elopment, induding one in 
Moscow. Klostermann may 
take CCA International, die 
management company, public, 
and is toying with the idea of 
going into language and cook¬ 
ery schools and property dev¬ 
elopment in China. 

Other than that he is 
concentrating on his core 
business, eagerly looking for 
resorts. “It's a natural exten¬ 
sion of our business. We 
cater to them weekdays in 
city dubs, weekends at golf 
and country dubs and now 
holidays. We want to be with 
you ail the time." 


River view 


GOOD news for anyone who has 
ever had to spend rime in Dresdner 
Kleinwort Benson’s rather ghastly 
foyer in Fenchurch Street, probably 
the least receptive of the City’s 
reception areas. Kleinwort is taking 
over BZW's old gaff on the Thames, 
at Ebbgate House, vacated when 
they were all shipped downriver to 
Canary Wharf and sold into Swiss 
slavery. Some 800 people from the 
global markets and finance teams 
are moving to Swan Lane by the end 
of next year, once the building has 
been fumigated ami refurbished at a 
cost of £40 million. This will allow 
much of Fenchurch Street itself, 
where Kleinwort has been in resi¬ 
dence since 1969, to be tarted up. 
induding the glass-fronted penal 
holding tank at the front of the 
building. "Hopefully when they get 
around to doing the refurbishment, 
that’s where they will start." says my 


source. Indeed, get above about the 
tenth floor at Kleinwort and it is 
salubrious enough. Roux Brothers 
catering and all, but anything below 
that is positively Dickensian. 

By then, they should have sorted 
out the computer gfitches that have 
been plaguing Kldnwurrs deriva¬ 
tives team. No one at the German- 
owned bank is saying anything, but 
someone who has had dealings with 
them says they have been tearing 
their hair out for a week. 



• VISCOUNT THURSO’S Champ- 
neys health club has imported the 
latest keep-fit gizmos from Califor¬ 
nia to its Piccadilly premises: much 
frequented by politicians and other 
opinionformers. A pedal bike on 
which the chain goes the wrong way 
around — or something such, the de¬ 
tails need not detain us — they are 


dealing rooms are the new heavy hit¬ 
ters in the City, then I think 1 have 
spotted their successors. The place to 
be. one of the big computer software 
houses was telling me a while hack, is 
computer law. The opportunities for 
profiting from others' misfortune are 
endless. Now one specialist has 
struck out on his own. Richard 
Kemp, 41, is leaving Garretts io set 
up Kemp & Co. Actually, it is current¬ 
ly Kemp and Only Three Others, but 
another specialist lawyer, Kenny 
Mullen from McGrigor Donald, the 
Scottish law firm, is joining shortly. 
Kemp is the only technology buff to 
have appeared in a survey of 40 top 
UK solicitors aged less than 40 a 
couple of years back, but 1 will tty not 
to hold this against him. 


known as spin-bikes. And have al¬ 
ready been christened Mandies. 


Screen stars 

IF THOSE busy little computer pro¬ 
grammers scurrying around the 


Patronage 

WE MIGHT find it a little odd. 1 
thinkyou would agree, if the Duke of 
Westminster were to be elected Direc¬ 
tor-General of die Confederation of 
British Indusny with the blessing of 




Tony Blair, with whom he had be¬ 
come chummy at the Ministry of De¬ 
fence. But in France they have been 
doing things thus for some time now. 
and on Monday Baron Emest-An- 
toine Seiliere de La horde — to name 
but a few, as the late Ronnie Scott 
would have put it — will emerge as 
the favoured candidate to run the 
French bosses' organisation. 

The Baron comes from one of the 
200 aristocratic families that own 
France. He will receive the official 
backing of the ex ec utive committee of 
the CNPF, better known in France as 
the Patronat, ahead of the formal 
election cat December 16. Then he 
will be opposed by a couple of termi¬ 
nal losers and emerge. Brezhnev- 
style. to replace Jean Gandois, who 
dedded a few weeks back There were 
better ways of earning a living than 
arguing with the country^ militant 
truck drivers. The Baron is on “tu¬ 
tor terms with Lionel Jospin, the so¬ 
cialist Prime Minister, since their 
time together at the Quay D’Orsai 

Martin Waller 


Transforming 
Japan will test 
the nerve of 
ruling party 

Carl Mortished in Tokyo finds a 
painful economic shift under way 
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O n Thursday, a stock¬ 
broker jumped to his 
death from an office 
building in Osaka. He was 
employed by an affiliate of 
Yamaidii. the biggest corpo¬ 
rate failure in Japanese hist¬ 
ory. is sending out shock- 
waves. No one knows why 
Seiichi Tanigashira, the 40- 
year-old deputy section head 
at Taiheiyo Securities, com¬ 
mitted suidde but the press 
says he was depressed over the 
t Yamaichi failure: ~ 

On the same day, the former 
chairman of Yamaidii public¬ 
ly admitted that 26S billion yen 
(£12 billion) in losses were 
concealed in a web of off- 
balance-sheet transactions. 
Known as tobashi trading, 
defidts On client accounts pri¬ 
or to the year end were 
transferred to separate com¬ 
panies to avoid a loss. 

The admission was a very 
public humiliation for Tsugio 
Yukihira, who said that die 
firm had been trying to trade 
out of its problems. But more 
interesting has been public 
reaction. Most Japanese are 

less shocked by _ 

die attempt at 
concealment 
than by the fact 
that the firm 
was allowed to 
go under. Law¬ 
makers in Ja¬ 
pan. including 
members of the 
ruling Liberal 
Democratic 
Party, are re¬ 
ported to have _ 

criticised the 
Ministry of Finance for not 
being aware of Yamaidii’s 
troubles or, if they were, for 
not having concealed them. 

There is no obvious panic 
other than the relentless slide 
in the Nikkei index but the 
calm conceals a typhoon blow¬ 
ing through this wealthy and 
ordered society. What is hap¬ 
pening is the' unravelling of 
Japan Inc, the complex ties 
that ensure the weak are 
carried by die strong. 

At a low level it means that 
staff are kept on long after 
their jobs or skills have be¬ 
come redundant At die corpo¬ 
rate level it is best exemplified 
by the so-called “convoy sys¬ 
tem” where the strongest 
banks are expected to bail our 
the weak. That still seemed to 
be in operation in April when 
Nippon Credit was recapital¬ 
ised but recent events suggest 
die Finance Ministry is think¬ 
ing die unthinkable. In a 
month, four financial institu¬ 
tions have been cut loose from 
the great financial convoy. 

Banking analysts in Tokyo 
expect more of die Leaking 
boats to be sacrificed to die 
forces of capitalism. James 
McGinnis, banking analyst at 
Dresdner Kleinwort Benson, 
reckons 30 per cent of die 
sector could go in failures or 
takeovers. “Propping up the 
weak is like trying to save a 
drowning man. If you don't 
catch him right, hell drag you 
down,” he aid. 

Japan's troubles stem in 
part from the 1970s when the 
government pump-primed die 
economy with public works. 
Although Japan has been left 
with an infrastructure that is 


6 Behind the 
calm, a 
typhoon 
blows in 
this ordered 
society 3 


die envy of the world, it has 
also accumulated huge bad 
debts, some would say from 
pork-barrel projects now yield¬ 
ing little or no return. The 
Japanese saved huge sums 
while they restored prosperity 
after the war and banks found 
an easy source of cheap capital 
to lend, many would say 
indiscriminately, to industrial 
companies. With cheap loans 
and a pressing need to create 
jobs. Japan Inc went for 
growth at die expense of 
everything else. 

Ken Okamura. equity strat¬ 
egist at Dresdner Kleinwort 
Benson, reckons that corpo- . 
rate behaviour in the late 1980$-$* 
had much to do with the need 
to find good jobs for the baby- 
boomers, who were turning 40 
and demanding promotions. 

Japan's birth rate is now 
running at well below replace¬ 
ment rate and the lack of new 
bodies to join die ranks of die 
salarymen is causing a major 
headache as state pension 
provision is inadequate and 
many companies, already suf¬ 
fering from weak profitability, 

_ are funding 

pension 
schemes from 
current in¬ 
come. The de¬ 
mographics 
point to a 
severe squeeze 
on public and ' 
private fi¬ 
nances, evi¬ 
denced by the 
extraordinary 
savings ration. 
Meanwhile 
economic growth is not filling 
the gap and the economy 
stagnates. 

The Japanese Government 
faces an almost impossible 
task, restructuring an econo¬ 
my designed for growth rates 
of 5 to 6 per cent but now 
registering ml. Burdened with 
bad debts, it needs to raise 
consumption levels but the 
message to the public is that 
the future is bleak Walk down 
Ginza, the shopping street that 
acts as a barometer of consum¬ 
er confidence and there is a 
distinct lark of bustle. 

When Yamaidii staff cried 
as they explained the collapse £ 
to appalled customers more 
than shame caused their tears 
cyfearod for their own 
jabs. The concern is well 
justified; their customers who 
were trying to cash in money 
mar *rt accounts will not 
spend tiie proceeds but put the 
tooney under the mattress 
with the nagging worry that 
they could face the axe. 

In a real sense. Japan is 
JJJftang the painful transition 
from a. socialist economy to 
one where the weak can 
sometimes go to the wall. The 
agonising job facing nervous 
officials in the Ministry of 
ffnaftoe is how to sell this 
transmon to the public. 

Should the Government lose 
2u ^ Ve ’ 5* ca Phal markets 

Sd h their h®* 00 J apan 

5* hu e e “St of bailing 
creaking financial 

ovejf they forge ahead and 
g™ 11 a rash of bankruptcies. 
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Program trades and Sets 
blamed as shares slide 
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^ A CLUTCH of program trades 
saw share . prices take a 
nosedive just minutes before 
the dose of business. 

The problem was exacerbat- 
by the recently introduced 
Sets trading system, which 
continues to attract fierce criti¬ 
cism from agency brokers 
annoyed by the low levels of 
turnover arid high levels of 
volatility created by wide 
spreads between bid and offer. 
The FTSE 100 index dosed at 
its low point of the day, a fall of 
57 2 at -4.S3I.8. with 25 points of 
the fall coming in the last 
quarter of an hour. This 
stretches the loss on the week 
to 154 points. 

| It proved a suitable finale to 
an unsettling week that saw 
the spectre of rising interest 
rates come back to haunt 
investors. 

Tuesday's “green Budget" 
highlighted an apparent dis¬ 
crepancy between the Bank of 
England's inflation target and 
that of the Treasury’s. Either 
way it looks as if the ball has 
been bounced into file Gover¬ 
nor of the Bank of England's 
court, making the prospect of 
another imminent rise in in¬ 
terest rates a real possibility. 

By the close of business last 
night a total of just 583 million 
shares had traded — the 
lowest of the week. The pro¬ 
gram trades were believed to 
have been carried out by JP 
Morgan, the US securities 
house, and included tranches 
oi pharmaceutical companies. 

It saw Zeneca lose an early 
. lead to finish 6p down at 
■ £15.00 ahead of a visit by 
brokers on Monday to the 
group's research and develop¬ 
ment centre ai Macclesfield. 
Zeneca has been a strong 
market this week, supported 
by the derision of the US Food 
and Drug .Administration to 
approve Zomig, its migraine 
treatment. The potential mar¬ 
ket for migraine is estimated 
at £15 billion annually by the 
ram of the century- British 
Biotech also pur on a further 
4‘sp at !22p on persistent talk 
of a bid from Zeneca. 

There were also losses re¬ 
corded in Smith Kline Bee- 
dram, down 5Qp at 550p. with 
Glaxo Wellcome shedding 
91 p to £12.57 after some can¬ 
orous comments from HSBC 
.tames Capel. the broker. 

Cautious comments from 
Schmders also left GEC 8’dp 
lower at 3S5p ahead of half- 
>ear figures next week. These 
!:re expected to show pre-tax 
profits marginally ahead az 
£430 million, compared with 



Vi glen Technology, which sponsors Charlton Athletic, 
feu 22 hp with margins down and oversappfy problems 


E42I million for the corres¬ 
ponding period. 

A brokers’ visit to Telford 
gave a fillip to TI Group, l*ap 
better at 478* :p. 

Richemont’s £] billion offer, 
worth 495p a share, for the 
remaining 30 per cent of 
Vendome it does not already 
own caught the speculators on 
the hop. They had been antiri- 


talk about an offer from 
American Telephone & Tele¬ 
graph, the giant US telecoms 
group, which may see 
Vodafone as a way into 
Europe. 

A profits warning sent 
Vi glen Technology tumbling 
22'ap to 50p. The personal 
computer manufacturer and 
direct retailer said there had 


Nikka the Japanese securities house: is urging clients to wait for 
higher terms at Allied Colloids, the subject of an aggressive 155p 
offer from Hercules. Nikko says Allied, up at I68p, needs to 
leverage shareholder value by either proving it can do better, find 
a white knight or negotiate better terms with Hercules. 


paling a bid for another 
company with the same ini¬ 
tial. which everyone had as¬ 
sumed would be Vodafone, the 
mobile phone operator and 
the subject of intense bid 
speculation during the past 
couple of weeks. 

Vendome responded to 
news of its approach with a 
leap of 79p to 472 J zp, while 
Vodafone finned 2p to 3%p. 
suggesting that perhaps there 
may be a bid on the way after 
all.-There has been plenty of 


been a continuing erosion of 
gross margins with oversup¬ 
ply forcing prices lower. The 
group, which also sponsors 
Chariton Athletic, said vol¬ 
umes were still growing. 

Laura Ashley slumped to a 
new low with a fall of 4p to 
41’ap after its own broker 
more than doubled its forecast 
losses for the current year. 
Dresdner Kleinwort Benson is 
now looking for £15 million. 
Its move comes just a week 
after the departure of Ann 


MOVERS OF THE'WEEK 


Bluebird Toys. SZVtp 

Vendome--472%p 

Marks & Spencer_609p 

Allied Gadoids_168p 

Vtaten Technology-50p 

Zeneca___>-£18.90 

Vodafone-... 


British Aerospaca...>£l6.1t 
Neepsend-— 39%p 
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-7%p.... Profits warning 

+127p...Richemont bids 495p 

-45p....Broker turns cautious 

+42p.-.Hercules bids I55p 

-27Ktp__—.Profits warning 

+87p..— FDA approves Zomag 

+ 16p........... Bkf .speculation 

+2Bp..... .Eurofighter go ahead 

+B»p___— Bid approach 
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Iverson as chief executive and 
confirms that the group is 
losing money at a much faster 
■pace than was originally 
thought to be the case. 

Another retailer in decline is 
Sears, the Selfridges depart¬ 
ment store and Freemans mail 
order group. The price feU 2p 
to a low of 49p in turnover of 
4.5 million shares. 

The banks closed mixed 
after another volatile perfor¬ 
mance this week. Standard 
Chartered finished tf^p low¬ 
er at 657'2p in the wake of 
Wednesday's dinner with bro¬ 
kers who took part in a recent 
two-day trip to Hong Kong 
and Singapore. It stretches the 
loss on the week to 70' 2 p. 

LIBS, the broker, unsettled 
others in the sector by express¬ 
ing worries about the slow¬ 
down in both the mortgage 
and lending markets. It fol¬ 
lowed this up by lopping an 
estimated £100 million from 
its profits forecast for Lloyds 
TSB, down 9p at 675p. even 
though it continues to rate the 
shares. Other losers included 
Alliance & Leicester. lOp to 
730p. Barclays. 19p to E14-2S. 
NatWest Bank. 9p to S98p, 
and Royal Bank of Scotland, 
which reported in the week, 4p 
to 681 p. 

But there were gains of 4p 
apiece for Halifax, on 680p. 
and Abbey National on 945p, 
while Woolwich enjoyed the 
best peformance among the 
top 100 companies with a rise 
of lip to 302'ip. 

□ GILT-EDGED: Bond 
prices were squeezed sharply 
higher in thin trading as 
worries earlier this week 
about a possible rise in inter¬ 
est rates began'to recede. The 
best gains were seen at the 
longer end. with shorter dated 
prices undermined by some 
bearish comments from Eddie 
George, Governor of die Bank 
of England, to the Treasury 
Select Committee. 

.In the futures pit, the De¬ 
cember series of the long gilt 
put on £ ,7 32 at £119' 16 . A total 
of 44.000 contracts viere com¬ 
pleted as investors began roll¬ 
ing over their positions into 
the March series. 

In longs.Treasmy S per cent 
2021 rose £”ja to £119™ M( 
while at the shorter end Trea¬ 
sury 7 per cent 2002 was £ 3 i b 
firmer at £100”32. 

□ NEW YORK: Shares were 
firmer across the board in 
light trading. By the half-day 
dose, courtesy of Thanksgiv¬ 
ing. the Dow Jones industrial 
average was 2835 points 
higher, at 7,823.13. 
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Clearer line from Energis 


IT IS hardly surprising if the word Ionica 
inevitably flashes into the minds of investors 
invited to participate in the book-building for 
Energis. the telecommunications company 
that floats on December 9. 

Shareholders in Ionica, the wireless tele¬ 
communications group, were not best pleased 
earlier this month to find that unexpected 
delays with software were hampering its 
progress only a few months after its Boar. 

Energjs and Ionica may share a lack of 
familiarity but. in truth, there is no compari¬ 
son between the two companies. Energis. the 
National Grid subsidiary, has already com* 
pleted its national network, apart from selling 
off some spare capacity. It is aiming entirely 
at the high-margin business communications 
marker and has actually made some gross 
profits, albeit modest 


The National Grid cant need the money 
and must be more interested in placing a 
value on one of its brighter ideas — stringing 
a fibre optic telecommunications network 
from electricity plyons. 

There is obviously a long way to go yet but it 
seems as if Energis has a plausible strategy 
and has put most of the building blocks in 
place for expansion, including an internation¬ 
al licence, which should give ir the ability to 
put the bile on some of BTs prices. 

Against the current market background, 
Energis may struggle to have its shares priced 
near the top of the suggested range — 250p to 
325p. Obviously, rhe price that finally 
emerges from the book-building is the all- 
important caveat But Energis has developed 
some interesting opportunities on which to 
build. 


Viglen 


NO DEMERGER can be 
complete nowadays without 
a profits warning a few 
months later. Just 119 days 
after Viglen came' to the 
market it has tripped up. 

Viglen had been walking 
on water for too long. It had 
captured a niche market in 
the small personal computer 
field and had been churning 
out margins of 10 per cent — 
virtually unknown among 
its peers. 

Now, this has imploded 
just in time for Christmas. 
The company is heading for 
maiden profits of £11.5 "mil¬ 
lion for this year, against its 
broker's recent confident 
forecast of E12.4 million. 

Its problem has been an 
attempt to hitch on to the 
mass market Its shares shot 
to a heady S7p after its deal 
with Microsoft, which lent 
its name to Viglen hardware. 


These machines were head¬ 
ing for Dixons, and ready to 
do battle with the world's 
best 

It is now learning the 
lessons of the big brigade. 
Words like “dversupply" sel¬ 
dom featured on Viglen’s 
listing particulars, but it is a 
problem it wall have to grow 
used to if it wants to play in 
the major league. 


Viglen is no dog. It is set to 
do well in the late 1990s with 
the Microsoft deal. 

The cost of these ambi¬ 
tions is more normal mar¬ 
gins, and the occasional 
beating from harsh competi¬ 
tion. The City seems to have 
calmed down, and the shares 
now sit on a more realistic 
ratio of 102 times forward 
earnings. Hold. 



Eidos 

THESE past few months, 
investors in Eidos have en¬ 
joyed almost as much excite¬ 
ment as its young customers 
derive from Tomb Raider, 
the company's big-selling 
computer game. First of all. 
Coopers & Lybrand resigned 
as auditor, supposedly over 
weaknesses in the company's 
governance. Then came alle¬ 
gations of an insider dealing 
inquiry. And now wholesale 
changes to the accounting 
policies that turn Iasi year’s 
impressive £7.6 million profit 
into a loss of about the same. 

Having increased sales 
from £110.000 ro E75.5 million 
in five years, it is scarcely 
surprising that Eidos's young 
management team have had 
more pressing things to think 
about than the Cadbury code. 
That does not make it any 
less worrying that a £100 
million company is only now 
getting round to sorting out 
the boardroom basics. 

Eidos claims that it has 
adopted the most prudent 


accounting in the games de¬ 
velopments business — aban¬ 
doning its previous policy of 
capitalising its enormous de¬ 
velopment spending (£16 mil¬ 
lion in the first half) on the 
balance sheet. 

For all its past success. 
Eidos could get it wrong. The 
dangers are "to be seen in the 
disappointing first-half sales, 
blamed on two flops licensed 
in. Yesterday’s launch of 
Tomb Raider II gives the 
company a strong roster for. 
Christmas. However, if the 
appeal of Lara Croft and 
other favourites suddenly 
fades, Eidos could easily 
leave a nasty red • mess. 
Strictly far the brave. 

Cox Insurance 

ONLY time wiU tell whether 
Cox’s recent successful move 
to buy back underwriting ca¬ 
pacity in Lloyd's from names 
was achieved when prices 
were ar rock bottom in the 
marker. Names had to bal¬ 
ance the risk of another crisis 
againsr selling out to Cox. 


The City thinks that Cox en¬ 
gineered a very good deal, as 
the continued strength of its 
shares shows. 

The thinking behind Cox's 
strategy of buying in capacity 
is ro avoid the fees that other¬ 
wise must be paid to middle¬ 
men. The names system is 
very' expensive. Typically, a 
third of names' profir is si¬ 
phoned off by agents charg¬ 
ing fees and profits 
commission. Cox begrudges 
haring to pay this, when it 
could instead be adding extra 
sums ro shareholders' funds. 

Cox's value has grown 
sharply since flotation two 
years ago. even though all 
sectors of the insurance in¬ 
dustry are finding trading to 
be tough. Of its £S0 million 
of invested assets, more than 
half are in equities, and. in 
spile of recent market volatil¬ 
ity. this exposure has served 
shareholders well. With such 
credentials, there is still room 
for the share price lo rise 
further. 

Edited by Paul Durman 
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MPs vote to ban foxhunting 

■ The end of foxhunting in Britain by 2000 was confidently 
predicted by Labour ministers, MPs and campaigners last night 
after the Commons gave a massive majority to a backbench 
attempt to outlaw hunting with hounds. 

After a passionate debate. Michael Foster’s bill was carried by 
411 votes to 151. a majority of 260......Pages 14. 5, 6 

Hearts to guard grave of Princess 

B A seven-foot-high steel cordon is to be erected around the 
island where Diana, Princess of Wales is buried. Her brother. 
Earl Spencer, has asked his local authority for permission to 
build the fence, decorated with thousands of heart-shaped motifs 
to honour “The Queen of Hearts".Pages 1,16,17,18 


Supermarket savings 

Supermarkets will play a key role 
in a savings revolution to be un¬ 
veiled by Gordon Brown next 
week.P**g« 1 

Fair sex 

The biggest concentration of rub¬ 
ber outside Malaya was on dis¬ 
play in London at Britain's first 
commercial sex fair-Page • 

Luxor victim lost 

The body of a second member of a 
family killed in the massacre at the 
Egyptian tourist resort of Luxor 
has been lost..Page 3 

Plea for horses 

Sir Peter OSullevan. the "Voice of 
Racing" for half a century, made 
an emotional plea for racehorses’ 
welfare as he prepared for his final 
BBC commentary.Page 3 

£7m loser 

A partner in a City aaxiuntarKy 
firm who swindled funds to bet 
more than £7 million on horse 
races was jailed.Page 3 


Sandhurst scandal 

Cash and gifts are at the heart of 
the unprecedented investigation at 
the Royal Military Academy at 
Sandhurst.Page 7 

British pioneers 

British surgeons have perfected 
keyhole surgery to remove a 
breast tumour and rebuild the 
breast in a four-hour 
operation.Page 9 

ANC smeared 

South African agents planted sto¬ 
ries in British newspapers aimed 
at smearing the ANC and Winnie 
Madikizeta-Mandela Page 13 

Britpop goes pop 

Britpop. the musical phenomenon 
that made Britain cool again, may 
be breaihing its last.Page 15 

Pacific evacuation 

Evacuation plans are being drawn 
up by Pacific islands in case global 
warming raises sea levels and 
make them uninhabitablePage 20 


PC law catches up with German Pcs 

B Flat-chested Hispanic-looking car thieves are given a 
breathing space by a ruling in Germany’s political-correctness 
revolution which obliges police to avoid sexually-suggestive and 
ethnic adjectives in crime reports.Page 19 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,650 

A E20 book token will be awarded to the senders of the first five correct 
solutions opened next Thursday. Entries should be addressed to: The 
Times. Saturday Crossword Competition, PO Bax 4S6. Virginia Street, 
London El 9DD. The names of the winners and the solution will be 
published next Saturday. 


Name/Address 



ACROSS 

1 Reveal secret light outside an 
Egyptian city (5.3.5). 

8 Release without charging (4). 

9 Sticky stuff, say. applied the 
wrung way to arm (5). 

10 Swindle of £1.51? (4). 

11 Force both sides into a radio 
broadcast (8). 

12 Virago has to continue slowly (6). 

13 Be guided by ruling and give up 
criminal activities (2.8). 

16 Punish all the spectators (4). 

17 Close main line H). 

18 Emphatic pronoun with which 
fairies end letter? (10). 

20 Hanging out. so to speak (6). 

22 Doctor in South American coun¬ 
try gets new issue (8). 

24 ‘Reverse arms" well ordered (4J. 

25 Tablecloth with indentations, by 
the*oundof h(5). 

26 Judge takes some outside 
employment (4). 

Solution to Ptzzzle No 20,644 
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27 Steward's on the fiddle - that’s 

succinct (5,3,5). 

DOWN 

! Extend house in both directions to 
develop fully (6,4.5). 

2 One bargain that’s unattainable 
( 5 ). 

3 An old soldier. I nearly go crazy 
19). 

4 Exhibit pet with a guilty look (7). 

5 Money we pray for on a daily- 
basis (5). 

6 Artist, upset over alteration, left - 
Raphael, perhaps (9). 

7 Out of its depth, here’s a beast of 
burden 14.2,3.6). 

14 Learner kept in beginning to 
adapt to rap over the knuckles (7- 
2). 

15 Prongs stuck into girl producing 
irritability (9). 

19 Do without female's soothing 
words (7). 

21 First sections of Handel piece 
n eed e d practice (5). 

23 Duck a trick (5). 

Solution to Puzzle No 20.649 
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Ho Chi Minh Pioneers prepare to perform at the opening session of Vietnam’s Seventh Communist Youth Congress in Hanoi yesterday. 
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r-news FEATURES .}] 

English fans The sort of food 
that sustained Henry V1U is 
returning to the table. The 
revival of old English fare is 
the coming cookery trend as 
sales foretell the end of the so- 
called new British 

cuisine-Page II 

Evil laugh: The exorcist of 
Notre Dame has a devil of a 

sense of humour.Page 19 

Valerie Grove: The times are 
a-changin’, and they leave old 
rockers (and folk singers) be¬ 
hind. unless they do one of 
two things: succumb to early 
death, or re-invent them¬ 
selves. Joan Baez is in her 
prime at almost 57... Page 21 




Green pique: The EU goes to 
the Kyoto conference on glob¬ 
al warming clothed in right¬ 
eousness. It is more 
important to return with a 

deal__Page 23 

False trail; After the relative 
calm of Bosnia* Tony Blair 
will consider his options after 
the vote on hunting ..Page 23 
The English fool: Fashion 
has rediscovered andent re¬ 
ceipts that once fed corpulent 
yeomen-Page 23 

Defence procurement; traffic 
solutions; car park threat to 
Greeenwich park.Page 23 


Simon Jenkins: The marital 
affairs of Earl Spencer, cur¬ 
rently before a court in South 
Africa, are of no public inter¬ 
est to Britain_Page 22 

Philip Howard: Sir John 
Hacketfs memorial service 
was one of the last for what in 
Forty Years On Alan Bennett 
called "Hie Breed". But Shan 
was a rarer breed ....Page 22 


Dan Farson, writer, broad¬ 
caster and photographer; 
Robert Wool Labour MP 
for Blaydon; C Gordon Teth¬ 
er, journalist_Page 25 


Coal: The Government is 
working on plans, to save the 

coal industry__ Page 27 

Markets The FT-SE 100 in¬ 
dex fell 572 points to dose at 
4831.8. Sterling's trade-weig¬ 
hted index rose from 104.4 to 
105.0 after a rise from $1.6747 
to $1.6845 and DM2.9545 to 
DM2.97117..Page 31 


Banking: Banks are trying to 
steal competitors' custom¬ 
ers___Page 54 

Pensions: A question 

answered — .Page 59 

Taxation..Pages 62-64 


Rugby union: Two 
crowds of more than 
70.000 will watch interna¬ 
tional matches in London: 
England v South Africa 
and Wales v New 

Zealand-Page 41 

Football: Everton suppor¬ 
ters are planning a 
demonstration —Page 37 
Tennis: Jonas Bjotkman 
gave Sweden the lead over 
the United States in the 
Davis Cup final.-Page 34 
Snooker: Stephen Hendry 
stood only three frames 
away from reaching the 
final-Page 34 


MA6A^111E 

Rocky road: Sylvester 
S tallon e gets too dd for the 
Raznbo stuff..-. Pages S43 
Hear of life: How sale is 
hormone replacement 
therapy?--— Pages 16-20 
littl e emperors:. China’s 
one-child policy has 
changed die face of die 

country_Pages 44-50 

Fashion_Pages 62-65 




Lose stair Sheryl Crow 
finds fame, fortune and 

unhappiness_Pages 6-8 

Daley life: George Cole is 
not worried about being 

typecast-Pages 10, II 

Books: Alex O’Connell 
spots a literary 
bandwagon.... Pages 16-23 
Music-Pages 1245 


Weekend 

"Conservative hope: Can 
Ffion save the 

Tories?_Pages: L 3 

Diana's disciples: Busi¬ 
ness is booming around 

Ahhorp_Page 2 

Home life: How today’s 
foundlings have coped 
with being aban¬ 
doned -Page 7 

Lost at sea: Britain’s worst 
lifeboat disaster... Page 18 

Vision 

FUll seven-day television 
and radio guide 
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Our new kids’ comic is 
back for more 


Latest Road and Weather conditions 
UK Waathae- All region 0310 444 910 
UK Roads ■ All regions 0330 401 410 
imfaras 0334 401744 

M25 uid Unh Roads 0310 401 747 

National Motorway* 0330 401 740 

Coramanol Europe Olio 401 910 

Chum* trosmiE 0334 401 3B8 

Motoring to Hc sduu w 

A Gacwfck airport* 0334 407 SOB 


Weather by Fax QBeiafeSBte 

DM 0334Mhad bysreo ownbar Own ynr lor 
VWsQiuBr 4I61M N.MM 414 341 

VWk 4IA23S London 414 34* 

sx v.iiz a"*— 

;ur — —— 

Scotland 410 340 
Medan Mom 

IrctlMra Miura tomcat** 410 IPS 

World City Weather 


O day I 
bp Pbona dial 
by hut [hides page) 


OBJO 41 1310 
0130 410333 


Motoring 

Eurapo Couviy bjr Country 0330 401 80S 

European hsel costs 0130 401 880 

French Mocorwiyi 0330 401 887 

Soaport Information 0130 401 883 

Dtuicytand PXrti 0330 401 409 

Le Shutala 0130 401 SOS 

\aa\ Osa reports by fax 

now and und car repo rt* from 

the AA menu oT 195 car* 0330410300 

DM hwn your tax handatx. 
you may tare M Kt la pad receive moda 


"to are ctapri 1C SOp trim KaB , 


HOURS OF DARKNESS 

TODAY 

Sun rises: Sunsets: 
7 A1 an 3 57 pn 

Moon sots Moon rises 

4.07 pm B.32 am 

New moon tomorrow 
London 3 57 pm to 7 43 am 
Bristol 4 06 om ;o 7 52 am 
Etfinburgh 3 <6 pm to 0 ie an 
Mancftestar 3 55 pm to 8 00 am 
Penzance 424 pm to 7.S3 am 

TOMORROW 
Sunrises: Sunsets: 


• .- ytm 

□ General: Scotland will be mostly 
overcast ancTdamp with a chilly wind. 
Northern Ireland will see a few bright 
or sunny spells, but showers are also 
likely. Northern England, east Wales 
and the Midlands will be cloudy with 
outbreaks of rain. Southern England 
and west Wales will have showers. 

□ London,, SE England; mix of. 
showers and brighter spells. More 
prolonged, rain; later. Moderate west 
wind. Max 12t (54F). 

□ E Anglia, E Midlands, E Eng¬ 
land, NW England, Lake District, 
Isle of Man, Central N England, NE 
England: did and cloudy with rain, 
some heavy. Moderate west to 
northwest wind. Max IOC (5QF). 

□ Centra] S England, W Midlands, 
Channel Isles, SW England: fre¬ 
quent showers, some heavy, and 
brighter speHs. Moderate northwest 
wind. Max IX (55F). 


mmtmmmrn 

□ S Wales, N Wales: rain in the 
east Brighter in the west, but some 
heavy showers Kkety. Moderate north¬ 
west wind. Max 12C (54F). 

□ Borders, Edinburgh & Dundee, 
Aberdeen, Moray Firth, NE Scot¬ 
land, Orkney, Shetland: dull with 
some patchy rah, feeling cold in 
moderate northeast wind. Max 9C 
(48F). 

□ SW Scotland, Glasgow, Central 
Highlands, Argyll, NW Scotland: 

cloudy with occasional drizzle and 
some heavier rain. Moderate north to 
northeast wind. Max 9C (48F). 

□ Northern Ireland: rain in the east 
clearing to showers and sunny spells. 
Light northwest wind. Max IOC (50F). 

□ Republic of Ireland: bright with 
some showers. Moderate northwest 
wind. Max IOC (50F). 

□ Outlook: colder, with showers 
turning increasingly wintry in the north. 
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7 43 am 
Moonsws 

, 4.47 pm 

New moon today 
London 3 5o pm ro ~ 44 am 
Bristol 4 06 pm » 7 S3 am 
Edinburgh 3 45 prr* to B 19 arr. 
Mancheste* J £5 pm !; 8 02 arr. 
PenjBnce * 21 pm 'c 7 S9jsn 


HKM TOMES 


356 pm 
Mocn rises 
7.36 am 


□OUSl 

BkJrtngham 

BognorR 

BoumamTh 

Bristol 

Buxton 

CunfiU 

Clacton 

CfBBttnpBS 

Coiwyn Boy 

Cromer 

Ounbar 

Eastbourne 

Edfribwgh 

Eskdatamur 

Banouth 

Falmouth 

Rshguard 

Fotkestone 

Otaargym 

Guernsey 

Hastings 

HoybngL 

Heme Bay 

H ove 

Hunstanton 

telwrf-man 

ble^wight 

Jersey 

KMosB 

Leeds 

Lamfdt 


24 hrs to 5 pm. tv= txtghC c=doud; d 
, r=rain; sh-shc 

Sun Raxi 
hre In C 
Aberdeen - 050 10 

Anglesey • 0.89 to 

Aspanta - ODi a 

Auemora - 001 7 

Belfast - 0.01 9 

BknXngham 02 057 It 

B 07 XM-R 4 1 0 64 13 

BoumamTh 2.1 0 79 14 

Bristol 01 056 13 

Buxton - 0 51 9 

Canfifl 01 0.93 12 

Ctecton 32 0 4 S 11 

Chettxxpes - 022 10 

Coiwyn Boy - 0 52 9 

Cromer - 0 IB 11 

Ounbar X 

Eastbourne 2.3 083 13 


- 0 01 7 

31 098 13 

6J 035 15 

- 1 15 II 

15 057 13 

9 

02 0 97 14 

21 0 75 14 

34 054 13 

3.1 013 14 

32 0.31 13 

< 019 12 

- 002 9 

3 6 0.73 13 

3 7 1 18 14 

- 001 7 

- 032 9 

- 049 6 


-drizzle; ds^dust storm; du=>dufl; U 
tmr, sl=daet; srt=onow; s=m; l- 
Max 
F 

50 r Leuchore 

SO r U UM u np t n 

46 1 London 

45 r Loweetofl 

48 c Man ches te r 

5? r Margate 

55 b Minehead 

57 b Morecamba 

55 r Naweasde 

48 sh Nanquay 

54 sh Norwich 

52 5 Oxford 

50 r Penzance 

48 r Poole 

52 r PnMtatyn 

Rosa-o-wye 

55 sn Safcombe 

48 Ig Sauntn Snd 

45 Or Scartnm' 

55 s Shrawabuy 

59 fi Sbegneas 

52 r Southend 

55 sh Southport 

48 fr? Southsea 

57 sn Stornoway 

57 sh Swanage 

55 sh Teignmoulh 

57 sh Tenby 

55 sh Time 

54 1 Torquay 

48 r . Tynemouth 

55 a WBsteiran 

57 sh Weymouth 

45 r 

48 r 

43 r 


££** g=gaJe; h=ha*; 

Sun Rakv Max 
hre in C F 

- ai7 9 48 r 


MODERATE ©4 


hre in 

- 0.17 
39 060 

3.4 030 

- 028 

- 029 

2.4 046 

- 0.76 

- 033 

- 0.13 
X 

0.1 024 
02 0.42 
X 0.42 
3.0 0B9 
X 

01 063 
X 

• 026 

- 019 

01 050 

X 

3.1 a,44 

- 0.44 

4.1 043 

27 

28 092 

3.1 103 

- 1 09 

- 0.01 
33 OBI 

X 

- 078 
22 080 


C F 
9 48 r 

14 57 r 

14 57 r 

12 54 r 

11 52 r 

13 55 r 

12 64 r 

10 50 r 

9 48 r 

12 54 r 

12 54 r 

15 59 b 

14 57 3 

12 54 sh 

12 54 sh 

10 SO > 

12 54 r 

13 56 r 

10 SO r 

14 57 3 

10 SO b 

13 65 b 

14 57 b 

13 65 r 

10 50. c 

14 57 a 

13 55 f 

13 55 b 
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ABROAD 


TODAY 

London Budge 
Abadeen 
A'rpnrrwjjn 
Beitas: 

AM 

Dim 
□a 2 D 

0627 

1021 

HT 

69 

4 1 
12.6 
33 

PM 

13 IS 
12 45 
1343 
22 3J 

HT 

6 3 
4 2 
127 
34 

Cardiff 

06 13 

11 ’ 

*629 

118 

Dewpan 

04 se 

54 

w ir 

54 

Ot/w 

10 18 

64 

22* 

64 

Outfm IN Waflf 

f05f 

1 9 

2214 

33 

Falmouth 

04 29 

52 

1648 

52 

ijrwncd' 



1215 

34 

Harwich 

11 15 

3.6 

£3 35 

40 

Holyhaad 

09 41 

5.4 

2: Sfi 

54 

Hull iA3xii Di 

05 23 

83 

1752 

84 

Blracombe 

0515 

88 

17 31 

as 

King's Lym 

OS 36 

53 

17 53 

6 5 

Lcjlh 

Dt 54 

53 

14C3 

54 

Lntfpooi 

IQ 32 

91 

2243 

91 

Low«toft 

08 39 

25 

21 OE 

2 £ 

Margate 

It 21 

46 

2342 

4 7 

MitforC Haven 

0529 

66 

1745 

67 

Ncwqua, 

04.21 

66 

If 37 

67 

Oteri 

0512 

39 

ir i3 

Z3 

Pwuanca 

03 52 

53 

16 07 

53 

Porflaryl 

13600 

20 

;e :r 

20 

Paisnoc’t; 

10 44 

4.6 

2304 

45 

Shoneham 

1026 

59 

22 « 

£ 9 

Souhampion 

1002 

46 

2221 

45 

Swansea 

05 39 

9 1 

1757 

9*. 

Te»S 

0250 

51 

15 TO 

52 

Wailon^rvfl 

11 09 

40 

22 3C 

41 


Max'dria 

Alglersi 

AmsTdm 

B Abes 

Bahrain 

Bangkok 

Barbados 

Barcelona 

Befcix 


Cairo 

CapeTn 

Gh'churth 

Chicago 

Cologne 


19 

22 

a 

17 

5 

16 

» 

33 

35 

30 

15 

£6 1 

72 s 

72 l 

83 c 

41 r 

61 5 
75 S 

73 s 
95 r 

86 f 
S91 

Corfu 

C'phagn 

□utofn 

Oubnwrdk 

Faro 

Floiwnce 

Frartdurt 

Funchal 

Geneva 

Gibraltar 

1 . 
nacsraa 

19 66 t 

1 34 c 

9 48 r 

13 55 c 

17 63 f 

13 55 1 

4 39 c 

21 70 f 

5 41 c 

17 63 s 
■3 27 sn 

Madrid 

Majorca 

Imgs 

Malta 

Mtfb'me 

MexfcoC 

Iflani 

Iflan 

Montreal 

MOSCOW 

Munich 

11 52 9 
18 64 J 

18 64 s 
20 68! 

21 70 t 

20 68 s 
27 Bl s 

11 52! 

-5 23 x 

1 34 sn 
0 32 c 

Ftiyadh 

Rome 

SFttsco 

Sshfaura 

Santiago 

Seoul 

Stog’por 

Sftholm 

Straab'ra 

23 73 a 
19 at 
13 55S 

2 36c 
25 77 s 

7 45 s 
32 90! 
-4 251 

3 37 C 
35 95s 
18 64 f 

21 

70 f 

Hong K 

25 77 1 

N DaH 

15 59 to 

Telftwv 

22 72 s 

5 

41 Ig 

IruulHCk 

a 48s 

N Yotk 

a 469 

Tonartta 

25 77 s 

0 

3? s 

Istanbul 

12 5* f 

Nairobi 

18 64 C 

Tokyo 

23 73 a 

23 

73 f 

Jeddah 

29 64 s 

Naptas 

19 66 f 

Toronto 

5 41 e 

16 

61 1 

Jo'burg 

11 57 n 

Kca 

13 55 r 

Tunis 

17 83 I 

15 

59 t 

Karachi 

X 

Oslo 

-1 30 s 

Valencia 

19 66 s 

7 

45 r 

LAngata 

14 57 S 

Ptals 

12 54 1 

Vteic'vBr 

7 45 r 

7 

45c 

L Palmas 

24 75 c 

Peking 

3 37c 

Venice 

13 55 f 

23 

73 1 

LnTquel 

11 521 

Panh 

24 75 5 

Vtonna 

4 39c 

25 

77 5 

Lisbon 

13 55 c 

Prague 

2 36c 

Warsaw 

-1 Me 

X 


Locarno 

10 50 5 

Reytasnrik 

9 48 1 

Wash Ton 

13 55 9 

5 

41 r 

Luxembg 

2 36 C 

Hhoam 

18 84 : 

WWngtoo 

X 

5 

41 t 

Luxor 

25 77 = 

Rio de J 

33 91 t 

Zurich 

3 37 c 


serwee; to Barbados on any Saturday from I November 
till 11 April • fourteen nights at the luxurious Axxra 
Beach Hotel • Highland First to Gatwick from £999 
or £699 for seven nights on 22,29 Nov. or 6 Dec. 

DC-10 to Barbados on 23 December • fourteen nights at 
• New Dinner • Gatwick return £ 1,499 
or £2,499 returning Concorde with ten nights at Sara Lord’s 

CoKorde to Barbados on 30 December • seven nights at 
Hutxm • New Year’s Dinner • D C-10 to Gatwick £2,499 

DCOO fo Barbados on 23 Etecember * eight nights at Sam 
Lord’s •mangurd Concorde to Havana • two nights with 

tours • New Year^s Dinner • return to Gatwick £1,999 



S 7 to Ivab for ^ • meet Father Christmas 
I rte < ?S2 Wmo ^ lc ^deer sleigh?^ 

Arctic Cirde crossing ceremonv • sSnin^ 


Temperatures at midday local Bmp m TTusday X = i 


. • -'-hub. 


1 HMagST & LOWEST 

Yesterday Highest day femp: Pwcswei Cv-~ 
a»T. 15C 1 59j; kMwst day m*c 
SiwUnd. 6C [43Fj; Mglnsi rambfi: Trawsfiocd . 
CanSgar^ne. I 53m, txghast anrJww: Fal- 
.■ncutfi. Cornwall. 6 3» 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 
Recycled papei meoe up 
43 6% o! the rot rnassiaiior 
UK newspapers m the 
«exw half a 1996 
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Vfarm front 
CoM front 
1 O c^ode d front 


»s to the chan above fiom.noon low M will mow east; high 5 wH extend northeast 
intensity; tow R should mow snwfy north; high G will drift southeast aid intensify ■ 




on ^Decembero757return fro m£299 

• or £1,599 flying both ways supersonic on . ' 

NEW YORK ORPARIS 

or 42^999® 30 Dec. ^ New 41SSS£J*S2 

- 

■ F ° r °“ r l°“'°l<‘«'l>r«ck»r', pl mete UpkM~ 

• 0181-992 4477 

B Qr write to f=^= 

?|^SSSS!l 55 »i' i- ;: 
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O’SULLEVAN 

Farewell to the 
master, PAGE 43 






The gold to be made 
from the silver screen 

PAGE 51 





In search of George V’s 
lost Rolls Royce 


PAGE 45 
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CATT 


BALD FACTS AT TWI 


England search 




ASPIAND 




By Rob Hughes 

CHIEF SPORTS WRITER 

WHEN Mike Catt stands 
behind the ball at Twicken¬ 
ham this afternoon, another 
capacity audience waiting to 
if he has the nerve and 
accuracy' to kick a penalty or a 
conversion straight, a well- 
rehearsed mantra should 
dominate his thoughts: “Flow 
Through the ball". 

He must not think back to 
the missed kicks against New 
Zealand last week. He must 
shut out the crowd, nor see the 
doubt in the eyes of fellow 
men. ignore the staring South 
Africans. He needs to be a 
man alone in England's big¬ 
gest rugby ground; his mood 
should be tight, but not ag¬ 
gressive. And when he comes 
to the strike, he must forget 
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doubt in the eyes of fellow (New Zealand's exemplary 
men. ignore the staring South kicker] last week. He was 
Africans. He needs to be a detached from tilings ax the 
man alone in England's big- start; Mike couldn't hold on to 
pest rugby ground; his mood that detachment Erst because 
should be tight but not ag- he's frying to do a job for 
Cressive. And when he comes England that he doesn’t regu- 
io the strike, he must forget lariy do for Bath, second, 
about technique ... just hitjt because Lawrence DaHaglio. 


Flow rhmugh the ball. 

If Can has heard this once, 
he has heard it 100 times this 
week. “We haven't dwelt on 
failure," Dave Aired, the Eng¬ 
land kicking coach, said. 

% “There isn't rime. Catty lost the 
plot at Old Trafford. He was 
frustrated. He was disgusted 
because he's a proud man. But 
with Lhe speed the games are 
coming, we have to concen¬ 
trate oh trusting the technique 
thar is ingrained in him.” 

Aired, whose coaching ex¬ 
pertise has soothed the likes of 
Rob Andrew and Neil Jenkins 
through troubled times, will 
know’ before the kick-off 
whether Can is in the groove. 
In fact, he already thinks he 
knows because, at dinner last 
rpshi. he had to make the final 
recommendation as to who 
should take the kicks between 
Can and Man Dawson. After 
h irons hundreds of balls in 
practice, the coach said that 
i on. she No! England kicker, 
:V ready. . 

“Kicking." Aired said, “is a 
•cnelv job. It has to be. I 
watched Andrew Mehnens 


Jason Leonard and Martin 
Johnson brought the team up 
to an emotional peak that 
exceeded anything I've seen 
apart from the Lions tour to 
South Africa. It was so intense 
even the coaching staff found 
it difficult not to get carried 
into if 

For. Catt. his competitive¬ 
ness instilled in his early 
schooling in South Africa, the 
team spirit was unavoidable. 


Today, if he is swayed bry 
Aired, he will fry to 
compartmentalise it — to run 
with the team, but shoot with 
singleness of mind. 

The coach has no illusions 
about the difficulty. Married 
with two children. Aired is 
attempting to conduct his own 
life on split levels. He has 
coached kickers in union and 
league in England. France 
and Australia yet is now also 
studying at Loughborough for 
a degree in the neurology of 
skill acquisition. 

He has not filled the head of 
Cart with the science of the 
mind, but the process is there, 
in the subconscious. As the 
wind and rain relentlessly 
beat down on Bisham Abbey, 
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England improve on their dismal kicking 


ortarrt it is that 
inn of last week 


and later at a deserted Twick¬ 
enham, Aired and Catt and 
Dawson wont through their 
routine, again and again. “My 
degree course involves brain 
interference through alpha 
waves,” Aired said, “but out 
in the field, though I'm search¬ 
ing for keys to the process, it is 
just about perfecting the tools 
they already have." 

He admires Catt for even 
frying to be England's kicker, 
admires his “restart” kicks 
and his aptitude. "I'm frying to 
instil the example of Grant 
Fox {the legendary All Black] 
and Ollie Campbell, of Ire¬ 
land. Those guys would kick 
three to five hundred balls a 
week, that’s what gave them 
greatness." 

Longtorm, Aired seeks a 
five-year plan to scour the 
country for young talent, to 
groom it through competitive 
coaching for the World Cup of 
2003. “We must stop this 
trend of just buying ready¬ 
made kickers — great though 
Jodi Stransky and Michael 
Lynagh are — because sooner 
or later dubs have to start the 
process of helping kids to 
scrap for their place." 

That, though, is in the 
future. England have to find 
quick solutions to the gap 
between the southern and 
northern hemispheres. 

“There is talent, innate tal¬ 
ent, in England ” Aired said, 
“more so than in Australia. 
But they've found ways to 
bring it through, weve trusted 
too long in notions of suprem¬ 
acy and just putting 15 talents 
on the field. The definition of 
lunacy is doing the same thing 
and expecting different re¬ 
sults. Once you do what you’ve 
always done, you always get 
what you’ve got." 

Today, at headquarters, the 
future is now. Don't think 
about lx, flaw through the ball. 

Wales at Wembley, page 40 
England's task, page 41 




James Dalton, the South Africa hooker, practises his lineout throw during his team's training session yesterday 


Pop goes football in the court of boy-king Beckham 


rsss 


W ay before the three worst 
singers in the world re¬ 
corded Three Lions, foot- 
hall and pop music merged. 
Consider the job description: wear 
%lty silly trousers/shorts and sweat 
for'an hour and a half in front of 
000 screaming fans dressed top to 
toe in lovelV. expensive merchandise. 

You could get England squad dofis 
wav before you could get Spice Girl 
dolls. Those football dolls are bril¬ 
liant - PWer Beardsley is next to n?y 
pond, with a little fishing rod in his 
hand: and in a serendipitous manu¬ 
facturing error, my titehy Andy Cole 
came with a wonky plinth that 
ensures he falls over constantly. 

Fool bail managers even speak 
pop-star language — Joe Kinnearis 
moan in a recent programme that 
Wimbledon's “skill and ability" is 


ignored by the critics, comes straight 
from the Lead Singer’s Book of 
Whining Interviews; whilst Simon 
Fuller, the deposed Spice Girls’ 
manager, would make a wonderful 
Liverpool manager. He already 
manages Steve McManamam and 
he worked those girls hard. 

So, as a music journalist, I didn't 
feel too hugely out of place at 
Wimbledon v Manchester United 
last Saturday, an ideal chance to 
work out if Karel Poborsky is using 
an Alice band or just lots of hairpins 
cm that extraordinary ’da Consider¬ 
ing this bamef. and his performance 
this season, it also allowed me to 
check my theory that, m the euphoria 
of Euro 96, Manchester United had 
accidentally signed Carol Poborsky, 
a single mum from the Ukraine 
who’ll made the International wom¬ 


en's side. Unfortunately, he spent the 
entire match on the bench with his 
hood op: so I concentrated instead 
on Paul Stholes. 

I was delighted to find that I 
recognised him immediately as the 
star of a birthday card sent to a 
friend last year. You may recall the 
picture — it’s a rather blustery day, 
Paul has forgotten to put his pants 
cm and. as he falls, a gust of wind 
reveals that he keeps a tiny bald 
mouse in his shorts. I think it’s rather 
sweet that United chose a wee mouse 
as their mascot and take it with them 
on the pitch for good luck. 

The oddest thing about Selhurst 
Park, however, was discovering that 
football matches are more orderly 
mid decorous than the average 
spitVsawdust rock’n'roll hoe- 
down. 


As the only time you see football 
fans on television is when they’re 
either a) drunkenly hugging each 
other, with their faces painted to look 
like Flags of A0 Nations, or b) with 
/blood running down their faces, a 
baton embedded at a jaunty angle in 
their beads and using-plastic seats as 
particularly ineffective weapons, 1 
was astonished to find myself in the 
calm of the family “No Swearing" 
enclosure. 


N o swearing! If this is for the 
benefit of the children, then 
staff at Selhurst Park are on 
a hiding to nothing — children are 
filthy little swear-weasels. Bands as 
DeQotdean as Take That used to 
inspire banners that read “Robbie— 
point your erection in my direction", 
lhe children Here were slightly 


better trained, satisfying themselves 
with hoarse cries of “Oi Beckham! 
Do you ‘Wannabe' playing?" as he 
warmed up on the touchline. As pop 
stars have tiny little microsensore in 
their heads, which trigger the “aloof¬ 
ness" and “deafness" functions on 
hearing their names bellowed, 1 was 
strangely delighted to see that 
Beckham responded with a boy-king 
beam and then a slightly twonkier 
little wave. The Gallaghers could 
learn a lot about the nobility of fame 
from Beckham. 

There were lots of goals scored in 
the second hall but 1 was looking the 
other way. Some aspects of football 
were starting to obsess me. Maybe 
... maybe Poborsky uses a hairnet? 
Or might it just be mousse? 
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CaJTLIN MORAN The music journalist ready fora change of tune 
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Sweden build powerful position on opening day of Davis Cup final 

US hopes crippled by Sampras injui 

From Julian Muscat 

TENNIS CORRESPONDENT 
IN GOTHENBURG 

SWEDEN took a firm grip on 
the Davis Cup here yesterday 
when their players advanced 
to a2-0 lead in this best-of-five- 
rubber final against the Uni¬ 
ted Sraies. Jonas Bjorkman 
drew first blood when he 
inflicted a punishing defeat on 
Michael Chang and Magnus 
Larsson extended Sweden's 
lead after Pete Sampras, trail¬ 
ing 6-3. b-7.1-2, was forced to 
withdraw with a pulled calf 
muscle. 

The injury to Sampras had 
the effect of pouring salt into 
an already gaping wound. 

Not only must the United 
States win the remaining three 
rubbers to lift the trophy, they 
may have to do so without the 
world No 1. Sampras required 
a medical time-out when trad¬ 
ing 4-5 in the second set- His 
Left ankle was heavily 
strapped, but his movement 
was restricted thereafter. 

Three years ago, Sampras 
defaulted with an identical calf 
injury against Stefan Ed berg; 

Sweden went on to win both 
that semi-final and the Davis 
Cup itself. No nation has 
.recovered from a 2-0 deficit in 
the final since Australia over¬ 
came the United States in 
1939. 

Larsson thus extended his 
recent record against the 
world’s best player to three 
successive victories. He was 
the first to cite the circum¬ 
stances as unsatisfactory, al¬ 
though he had posed Sampras 
problems long before the 

abfr ^Lar^s on’s^rvice^mi Bjorkman, who beat Chang in four sets, puts maximum effort into a forehand return. Photograph: Cristof Stache wards, savaging 
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hurling e bou[ders^l his oppo- match was a crushing experi- way through the third set was turn to tun clean away with mg Bjorkman 6-1 in the sec- with a winning s 

nent’s direction. ence for Chang, after he had enough to destabilise a tanker, the match. “That was the big ond. He was servmg for a 4-2 don't know what 

Bjorkman. for his part, rebounded with typical gusto It was a rally Chang had turnaround for me," the lead in the third, and stood at out there, he saic 

earned his victory the hard from the loss of the opening several opportunities to termt- Swede acknowledged. game point, when his cause set was a disaster,; 

way in an absorbing if error- set nate. yet it concluded with him So much of that rally was spiralled hopelessly out of picked it up after tl 

strewn encounter To a However, one tumultuous in a prostrate heap at the feet reflective of a match in which control. was a pretty rnipai 

cacophony of rolling drums rally was enough to release the of the net-cord judge, ascendancy changed with From an attacking position, tost to go 4-2 up i 
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THE TIMES SATURDAY NOVEMBER 29 1997 



match was a crushing experi¬ 
ence for Chang, after he had 
rebounded with typical gusto 
from the loss of the opening 
set 

However, one tumultuous 
rally was enough to release the 
demons which have haunted 
him for the last three months. 
The blow he' sustained mid¬ 


way through the third set was 
enough to destabilise a tanker. 

It was a rally Chang had 
several opportunities to termi¬ 
nate. yet it concluded with him 
in a prostrate heap at the feet 
of the net-cord judge. 
Bjorkman, until then in a deep 
trough of his own, took the 
point and with it the momen¬ 


tum to run clean away with 
the match. “That was the big 
turnaround for me," the 
Swede acknowledged. 

So much of that rally was 
reflective of a match in which 
ascendancy changed with 
frustrating regularity. Chang 
had responded to dropping 
the opening set by overwhelm¬ 


ing Bjorkman 6-1 in the sec¬ 
ond. He was serving for a 4-2 
lead in the third, and stood at 
game point when his cause 
spiralled hopelessly out of 
control. 

From an attacking position. 
Bjorkman was forced onto the 
defensive when his lob some¬ 
how threaded its way between 


a maze of central heating pipes 
suspended from the stadium's 
roof. Chang, confronted with a 
overhead smash, really should 
have buried the ball in the 
crowd, but so wefl did 
Bjorkman read his intentions 
that the . Swede immediately 
regained the initiative. 

Then, faced with high back¬ 
hand volley to claim the point, 
Bjorkman slipped, somehow 
readied the ball and followed 
upwith a drop half-volley. The 
American ran the ball down 
but sent his riposte beyond the 
baseline. - 

A vociferous crowd, in dan¬ 
ger of losing Interest suddenly 
erupted, stirring Bjorkman 
from his slumber and 
condeming Chang to an expe¬ 
rience he will not readily 
forget The American capitu¬ 
lated beyond recognition fol¬ 
lowing the loss of that point. 
From 2-3 down, Bjorkman 
reeled off the next five games 
before Chang momentarily 
stopped the rot By now. 
however, a youthful skip had 
returned to Bjorkman*s stride, 
his aggressive approach pay¬ 
ing handsomely as he pre¬ 
vailed 7-5, 1-6, 6-3, 6-3 in five 
minutes short of three hours. 

Chang felt that the crowd’s 
enthusiastic contribution 
made no impact on the match. 
However, the noise that greet¬ 
ed Bjorkman winning an ex- 
* tended rally must have lifted 
his spirits. A posse of drum¬ 
mers — accompanied by horn 
players, bellringers and whis¬ 
tle blowers — gave this the feel 
of beach football in Brazil. 

It was more than Chang 
could deal with. He looked 
thoroughly dejected after¬ 
wards, savaging his own 
efforts to provide his country 
with a winning start. *T just 
don’t know what ‘happened 
out there,* he said. “The first 
set was a disaster, just a joke. 1 
picked it up after that but that 
was a pretty important point I 
lost to go 4-2 up in the third 
set Not only am I disappoint¬ 
ed. I feel like I let the other 
team members down a bit” 


SNOOKER: RECOVERY OF STEVENS SPARKED BY THREAT OF WHITEWASH IN UNITED KINGDOM CHAMPIONSHIP 

Hendry attacks as best form of defending record 






Hendry: efficient 


By Phil Yates 

IN OMINOUSLY efficient 
manner. Stephen Hendry 
dosed in on his fifth consecu¬ 
tive appearance in die final of 
foe Liverpool Victoria United 
Kingdom championship by 
establishing a 6-2 lead over 
Matthew Stevens at Preston 
Guild Hall yesterday. 

The only negative for the 
title-holder, who at the end of a 
high-quality session stood 
only three frames away from 
extending his winning se¬ 
quence at the event to 23 
matches, was a failure to 
compile a landmark 400th 
century break in professional 


competition. Hendry, under¬ 
standably confident after his 
quarter-final victory over Alan 
McManus, had foe opportuni¬ 
ty to reach that mark in each 
erf the first five frames. He 
scored runs of 85.81,68,62 and 
96, but wasted two particular¬ 
ly clear-cut openings. 

In foe second frame, on 81. 
Hendry missed an elementary 
black off its spot with the 
remaining balls ideally situat¬ 
ed and in foe fifth, on 96, he 
jawed a pink to a distant 
pocket Even so, when Hendry 
cleared brown to black in foe 
next to move 6-0 ahead, foe 
possibility of a whitewash 
could not be discounted. 


Stevens, who caused an 
upset by beating Hendry 5-1 in 
foe first round of the Grand 
Prix last year, accounted for 
the last two frames of foe 
session with contributions of 
83 and 97 to retain a glimmer 
of hope. 

Ronnie O’Sullivan des¬ 
cribed his form as “embar¬ 
rassing” after beating Gerard 
Greene 9-6 in the quarter¬ 
finals. While this is undoubt¬ 
edly not the case, it is true that 
Stephen Lee has foe ability to 
exploit any shortcomings 
when they meet today. 

The discontent voiced by 
O'Sullivan is reminiscent of 
his feelings during foe 1993 


UK championship when, im¬ 
proving with every match, he 
became at 17 years and 11 
months foe youngest winner 
of a world-ranking tourna¬ 
ment 

In foe final he defeated 
Hendry 106. The Scot who 
has protected a 100 per cent 
record at foe Guild Hall since 
then, admitted to underesti¬ 
mating O'Sullivan, but there 
is no likelihood of that if they' 
renew their rivalry for foe 
£75,000 first prize as expected 
tomorrow. 

Meanwhile, foe political in¬ 
stability that plagued snooker 
a year ago is again threaten¬ 
ing to resurface. A board 


meeting of the World 
Professional Billiards and 
Snooker Association has been 
called for Monday, when the 
future of its chief executive, 
Jim McKenzie, will be dis¬ 
cussed. 

Ian Doyle, head of foe Team 
GdeZ Capital Management 
Group that indudes Hendry, 
O’Sullivan and Ken Doherty, 
the world champion, is a 
staunch supporter of Mc¬ 
Kenzie, who many believe has 
made a favourable initial im¬ 
pression within the game 
since his appointment during 
foe summer and has not yet 
been given sufficient time to 
prove his worth. 


BOXING 

Nelson set 
to channel 
energies in 
France 

By Our Sports Staff 

JOHNNY NELSON, of Shef¬ 
field, has been spared foe long 
and difficult trip to Chernobyl 
to defend his European 
cruiserweight title. His bout 
against Alexander Gurov has 
been switched from the she of 
foe 1986 nudear disaster in 
Ukraine to Grande Synthe, 
near Dunkirk. Prance, the 
December 16 date unchanged. 

Frank Maloney, the pro¬ 
moter, who won the purse 
bidding and originally gave 
Gurov, a southpaw, home 
advantage, met with the May¬ 
or of Grande Synthe on Thurs¬ 
day and has secured sufficient 
local support to stage the bout 
on the other side of foe English 
Channel Maloney said: "1 
changed foe venue, because I 
got a better offer from France. 

I now intend to set up a 
promotional company there.” 
Nelson will be happy with the 
change, having beaten Patrick 
Aouissi to win the European 
title in Berck-sur-Mer in 
February. 

Geoff McCreesh, tine British 
welterweight champion, was 
also involved in a guessing 
game over venues. His chall¬ 
enge for the vacant European 
tide against Michele Picarillo 
now goes ahead tonight just 
outside Milan, the fourth loca¬ 
tion for foe bout. It is difficult 
for any visitor to come away 
from Italy with a title, 
although Robin Reid man¬ 
aged it 13 months ago when frb 
claimed the World Boxing 
Council super-middleweight 
crown from Vincenzo Nar- 
tiiello, also in Milan. 

Picririilo has a record of 24 
wins in 25 starts, with 16 inside 
foe distance, winch indicates a 
demanding night for Mc¬ 
Creesh. The sole defeat for the 
Italian came at foe hands of 
Soren Sorensen, a pane of fair 
class, in a bout to decide the 
European Boxing Union light- 
welterweight title last year. 
McCreesh. whose record is 18 
wins and four defeats, does 
not really compare, but he is in 
the best form of his career and 
it would be unwise to write 
him off. McCreesh, who over¬ 
came personal tragedy after 
his brother and mother died in 
car accidents, came back to.., 
take foe British title'"from 
Kevin Lueshing in July. " 
David Starie, of Ipswich, the 
former British super-middle- 
weight champion, has injured 
a hand and has had to 
withdraw from his contest 
with Mark Baker, of Sidcup, 
for the vacant Commonwealth 
title at foe Wembley Arena- 
next Saturday. Baker will now 
meet Clinton Woods, the un¬ 
beaten Sheffield boxer, after 
the Commonwealth Council 
approved foe bout on a bill 
featuring Herd Graham, who 
meets Vinnie Pazienza, the 
Colourful American. 


SPORT 


Wigan fail 
in bid for 
Sculthorpe 

■ RUGBY LEAGUE: A 

substantial offer by Wigan 
Warriors for Paul 
Sculthorpe, 20, the transfer- 
listed Great Britain loose 

forward, has been turned 

down by Warrington 
Wolves (Christopher Irvine 
writes). It could take a fee 
dose to the record £440,000 
that Wigan paid Wtdnes 
for Martin Offiah in 1992 to 
secure his signature. 

London Broncos;are 
maintaining their interest 
despite signing five 
Aus t ralian players this week. 
Steele Retchless and Matt 
Toshack, from South 
Queensland Crushers, are 
the latest additions. 

German threat 

■ ROWING: Greg Searte 
Britain’s leading sculler, will 
defend his national 
indoor title at Reading 
tomorrow, when domestic 
challengers will indude 
Simon Dennis, Loots 
Altrifi, Richard Dunn, Dave 
Beckleyand Richard 
Hamilton from the 1997 
British eight A German 
threat is offered by Stefan 
Forster, of Cambridge 
University; and Jurgen 
Hedrt, who is at Oxford. 

Stratford stage 

■ CYCLING: British hopes 
of victory in foe international 
cyclo-cross event 
tomorrow on the new, fast 
Eastway three-kilometre 
circuit at Stratford. East 
London, are likely to rest 
with Nick Craig, the London 
Open champion. Barrie 
Clarke, holder of the national 
title, and Roger 
Hammond, the former world 
junior champion. They 

will face strong opposition 
from Belgian. German 
and Swiss riders. . 

Croatia out 

■ BASKETBALL: England 
face Spain at Plymouth 
tonight in the second 
match of their European 
championship qualifying 
programme but Croatia have 
pulled out of the non- 
championship game doe to 
be played at Portsmouth 
tomorrow. England will now 
play Leopards, the 
Bndweiscr League 
champions, instead. 

Tour hat-trick 

■ OOLR Colin 
Montgomerie’s record fifth 
successive Order of Merit 
victory has helped to earn 
him foe PGA European 
Tour's Johnnie Walker golfer- 
of-the-year award for foe 
third successive season. 
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FOR THE RECORD 


FOOTBALL 

'.•ci-tf! 3 0 

COMPLETE MUSIC HELLENC LEAGUE: 
Premier cflvtsion: Atmccidstwry v hrtbury. 
Paired j Wantage TuWey v Shwtwood 
ARNCTTT INSURANCE NORTH LEAGUE: 
First cSvtwan: BfCtartpon Tamers v 
=ir-^ha.-Ti Tcv.t BdimjtTOTi v Durham. 
Crx» Consw Dunsion Federation v 
P7M GuJdaorauqh * Morpetfr 

Janc-ja Bor^.nr; , Shjrdcn. Murron « Tow 
Li// Ptm:h Scurt ShwMs Sloefcton 1 / 

WINSTON LEAD KENT LEAGUE: First 
drvTswn Canis/ouri v ijrwrowTi Out- 
*■»-• v **£»■« B*v Conn&iia-i ■» Deal. Cray ■/ 
Croo/anhiii t Ft'ii.eotane InviCa. 
E-t. .■ TbimcvT'ea-3 Favercham v Bo*>- 
a™» Ranuoate . H/rhy Slab* Gree-i v 
VuntnKJtta wjk v Swardey 
-'.-rrosi. >',*■ -snah? Tw.n .- vCO 
SCREWF1X DIRECT LEAGUE: Premier 
rims ton: Tlrt.r.gtor. -i Ksynsnam 
MINERVA SPARTAN SOUTH MIDLANDS 
LEAGUE: Premier division south: 


•.'arjait liti-jry v Harr.veii. Waltham ADOey ■/ 
moc- Hovse. Woodford v Brimsdcwn 
ProfToer dnrtswn north: Ailes-jy Tov-n v 
'-■ji'jiO'ff. BKjq^.-tvade v Porters Bor; 
E-jgham Arrm?tK: ■/ London Cofrw 
Hoddascon .■ Heroer-ien. M'Con Keynes v 
3:a-±i? SteWj Roysiori u Wetwyn Garden 
SOUTH EAST COUNTIES LEAGUE: fire! 
dnnson: Arrival v Ourem Pari' Ranqore 
:It Gi Cry Sal Palace v Portsmcutn (i t.0>: 
rtihari, Car-itonrije PJld (11 Ol. Mwwtfi u 
Mv'/raf !I10; Southend v Mmor-iam 
■: 7 C, Tetterhan v Chariton tra30i. 
-.'/rforo j L&ron Qnenl M10|. Second 
division: BourrMfroulh v Luton {11 Ol. 
Coichj'Jw v Reading (11 Or Orford UU v 
sarr-sm Oi.S^udiamtMonvBnaol Rovers 
■11 P; S.virtdOh » Brighton 'll 5): Wimbte- 
. Bnscf C-ty (1101. Wycombe v 
3i*r--.rc Ml ot 

ENDSLEfGH INSURANCE MIDLAND 
COMBINATION: Premier dhtelorr Sifyon 
C:Trvr-r/ CeA-ge v 'W&nestjaijrrifi. 
Ho'ci.r; SwriLi v Kcrritscfin. CheUyn Hay v 
Ha-Craw Iimbas. Ccnlv^ntai Star i 
Ee-.-hcjn. Coventry Sphiny v Srudiay E3vL 
Sperits v Wotceiriana. lOnots Hoadi v 
irr-wiie v Atvechu'cti, Mair KA v 
Sanr Ueye *FC 

OLD BOYS LEAGUE Premier dtvtstarr 
5-te'S CG t ijiyn 08: 0*1 Sunoman: v 

CjJcShjl Warning C© Senior ftrst dw»ori: 

C'8 nCvW-am v Od Kjngshgnans ' 
SOUTHERN AMATEUR LEAGUE Craueh 
~- i 7<ltcm« v Y/ea WicMia-n Pcty- 
t Carihaion Y/ndifnoro Hilf v Old 
Evhamelani OW Owens v Old 
Saslhgale Olympic v lbs. CM 
S-afrms . Xrr.y Association Brertham v 
OS. Old WB3tmirtstar Cte v 
B-swr-t'slc 

COURAGE COMBINED COUNTIES 
LEAGUE Premier dMskxr Ash v Cove. 

rl v WteriSiatn FeWwm v Cobhanr 
Cr.pirad * VASig Sports. Famham v 
Cnssanglon ytnd Hoot. Godaiming and 
G'jSorfl v Ytesiieid. RaarSiig Town v 
Potk yate, SeniSniral v Ashford. 
V.'nft-n Casual v Net heme. 

NORTH WST COUNTIES LEAGUE Rrat 
tkmtsK Whenon LH v Saflord; Buscowh 
v Afficrw. CcTienea; Darasn v Vaurtiall 
GM tiorth End ir Hofra: OW Boyc; 

w.imo Read i Rassendaoc Ntosfle^ “ 
r^nsgicwr Nantwnch Town » Owvt>r 
'.ittiKxZA Town v Bactood Pcven 
Pamabecgn-.v Frcspjt CatAra StHe^mv 
HnsfcpgcSor VAunngton , Chaddwtor. 
EKBC SENIOR LEAGUE: Premier «- 
wstai Saftrar. Malden v Brrmham 
aa-r ctera 

SANXS^ BREWERY LEAGUE. Premier 
dntwjrr. Hfli T v vm tfteids. 


Elustletwlme v Bkwwich S. Effingshaa v 
Stafford T. Gomal A v Wbhrertiamptcn C. 
Kington Town, Slourport S: Ludtow T vLve 
Town. Mawwn T v Ciadtey Town Twdalo v 
Dart33ton; Walsall Wood v Wotvcrhampton. 
JEWS ON EASTERN COWfTES LEA¬ 
GUE: Premier dnnaiafl: CSaaan v 
FoIdcsiw? Port and: Harwich and 
ParEeston v By: Newmari-gl v Hatstrad; 
Soham v SodDury. Sudbury v Lowes!oh: 
Tdtrae v Bury T.3wn. VJartnys v 
St«rmari<ai. Worandge Town v Hrster 
JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE First tfi- 
voton: Lymingun v Tharcha-’n Tcwwi. 
AcrasutKtjjrc-s v Bournemouth. BAT v 
Ctins.-ehur.Ji. East Cowes v Doiwiton 
Easneish V Whitchurch. Gosport v Totton. 
piortsnvujrh * Andou*' Wmtomc- » 
Bemorion Heath 

UHLSPORT UNITED COUNTIES LEA¬ 
GUE Prerraer rSvison. Bosran v Ford 
Sports. Bourne v Eynosbury. Kompston v 
Lomj BucHjy. Naihampton Spencer v 
Yaxley-. Parian v Buckingham. St Neats v 
Desbaoi^h. StamJord v Wcaiton. Siatfoid 
v Halbeech TiYelkviborCMgti v Wrrioas 
BUd-stone 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE' Firs: 
tfrrtskxi: HassochovUiic Oat. Peacehavan 
and Tdscombe v Burgess HJ. Ponfieid / 
S-stioean. Wbaehamh » RecM vMck v 
Hadsham 

INTERLINK EXPRESS ALLIANCE: BoW- 
rTKte Si M v BlO>'/nch Town. BinfcpMth v 
Oiebuty Cnsseortm v Weonesfiow. PeisaS 
V v Shtfrvu T Rust-all O v ara.ri.3nl T. 
SandweB « Kings Norton. StapenhD! v 
K/r/por>Jey V V.’ Mifl Pace / Pershole T 
WHlentt9l! v Rocn:a 

NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE: 
Premta drwororr Armthorpe Welfare v 
Hilam. Bngg Tumi v EodesKH. Denaby w 
North Feniby: Ossetl Altem » 
Gtas^houghton WeRare. F>ic*«ing v Curran 
Astnon; fe n miract Cod v Ossafl Town: 
Seflby « Lwereedg> 2 . SbefteW v Hatfield 
Mam. Th-acdey ^ Hu>naB Town 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE LEA£toE: Pre¬ 
mier dMskm. Beverley i Asfcam ffD). 
Hewaih » OWam a Arm* 4 (2 30) Laign 
fAnere v Lac* Lane 12.20) Saddie-jcrtn y 
S.yamont (2 301 Walnoy Central , Maytield 
120) First cBvtstart BiacKtroc* v Shaw 
Cross 12 301. EasSnoor v Mitford 12 301. 
MiOom v Lagti East 12 01. tfWdgreen v East 
Leeds i2 0): SFsUugh / Sarcw rcland (2 0). 
Tfcnmhli v R edrH r2 Ol Second division: 
Dewsbury Moor v Siddel l20). Ecctes v 
Crrjsfieictsi (2301. Feeirsrsuyte Amateur v 
Yen'* Acom 12 01. New Eatsmricii v Dodworth 
(2 0). O-tenoen v Hufi Dod-sn i2_0i 


RUGBY UNION 
Intenwtionri match 
betand v Canada 

(al Urtadowne Rcfid. 1 45). 

Tour match 

Saracana vTongaXVOO). 

Chettenhati and Gtouceatar Cup 
Group A 

Wasi Hartlepool v Fylde (3 Oj . .. 
Walsh League 
First division 


Bonymaen v Newbrtoge (3 0). 

frfamyi v Dunvani IZ 30) . 

TCTLETS BITTER COUNTY CHAMP- 
lOrisJXp-. South: Pqpl B: Donat and 
WBahre v Glouceateratwc (at Boume- 


RUGBY UNION 
International matches 
Errand v South Africa 

(aiTwtctenham, EO).... - 

Wales v New Zealand 

fat wemttey. 3 0). 

Cheltenham and Gloucester Cup 
Group B 

OrreB v Rtsherham (12 0) . 

Group C 

Sale v Bristol <120] 

Group D 

Cambndge Urev v EWacWieath <30). 
London Scottish v Bed lord [l t.30i 
Jewson National League 
First division 

London Welsh v Money |Z 15) . 

Second division north 
Hnckley v Aspaina (2 30) . . 

Nuneaton v Stouitmdge (2 30) 

Second division south 
Cheltenham v Bartang (230) ... . 

Havant v Cambertev 1230). 

Henley v Redruth (2 0).. 

North Walnham v Mer Polrce 13.0)... 
NORTH: first dhriaoru H-J wilans v Wes! 
Part Bramrope. MosSestvough a Macd«- 
MC. StOCJCOn v Bnd'mgron 
TETLETS BfTTER COUNTY CHAMP¬ 
IONSHIP: North: Pool A: Cumbru v 
Niaftnghamshue LroDtrishre and Derby- 
shire Penrih, 2 30i Warunoslve v 
Durham tar Rugby. 2 301 PoolB:Le>ce5ler- 
shite v Cfiesiwe [at Sysion. 2 30). North 
Mdiands v Larcaihae '.at Steuroridge. 
2.15) Pool C. Nofthumberland « Stafl’xd- 
sWre [W Morpetti. 2ffi Voricshrti u East 
MKjan<K [at Sheri laid. 2.15! South. Pool 
A: Cornwall v Suaser [el Redruth. 2 301 
Pool B: Hertfordshtra v Berkshire (3 
Tabard. 230i Pool C: Hjnpsfvto u Kent tot 
US Portsmcutfi. 293). Pool D: Devon v 
!^*ddte3Qx (ol Twortan. 2 . 01 : v 

Somerset >ai Banbury. 2M‘. 

Terments Pramiefship 
Fust division 

Boroughmuir v Henot'a FP (2.0) . . 
Cume v West ol Scotland IZ 0] .. 
EcSnburgh Acads v Melrose 12 Oi 
j6d-Poi«r v Watsonransi |2 0) 

Stirling County v Hawick (2 Oi 

Second Avlston 

Btggar v Ktenamock |20j. . .. 

Gala v KjrkCaldy (2,0)... 

Glasgow Hawks v Dundee HSFP (2 0).. 


TOMORROW 


mouth. 2 30). Pod C: Surrey v 
Buckinghamstkre tat COirt 3 Ol. 

HOCKEY 

EHA MEN'S CUP: Fifth round; Barlotd 
Tlgeri v Reading [at ADumwefl Community 
Centre, wasal). 20): Boeston v Southgate 
iat HigHiotas. Ncrangham, 2 Q; Canrod* v 
Old Loughnniors ta: Mom^ Grauna 230): 
Cantertturyv Hounslow (a: Polo Farm. r.O). 
ChenMtar v Harrpstaao and Westmoswr 
fe: Khgsham Fields 1 0l. loswch * 
Stourwrt I'ui Tixldenham Read. I230i.0ld 
Crantertiana v Spaking PortsmouSi 
Road. Thamoo CMton. 1301: St Abanr- v 
Doncaster rat Clarence Part, t 0). 

EHA WOMEN'S CUP: Fourth unmet 
Bracknell v Epadm n.Ql. Bradtad«3cuqh 
(at UcrtcWa. 2.15). Chelmsford ‘v 
Southampton (101; Dtdsbury Greys « 
Trojans (at Manchester HS, l 301: Don- 



Kelso v Preston Lodge (2.0) .. 

MusseSsursn v Peebles (2 0) . 

Third division 

Aberdeen G5FP v Stewartry (2.0)... . 

Ayr v Selkirk '2 0) .. 

GtasccMi Souchem v 

H'Cheact’Jordanhrtl (E01. 

GaenrtXhes v GcrtJonians 12.0) . . 

Stewart z Mehr'Ia FP v 

GrargejrKX’h (20). 
REPRESENTATIVE MATCH: London 
Ccunus Uncer-21 % New Zealand Ureter- 
21 | at T.Y.EhV.'aTV 11 45t 
CLUB MATCHES: Pyneute v Penaancs 
<2 30i Preaor GriKT-acwm v rittw 
Lo-sdae r3 i5i 

HOCKEY 

NATIONAL LEAGUE Promwr dtwsian: 
Barf m2 Tigere j East Qrr-stead (ai Atmur?# 
CoiTTrrjnrijr Ce-re. /rasoT. 12 0; Session 
v Hourjrj.v 'a: Hathr^ida. NcnmBhaTi. 
130- Car,-sc . Gu-'diaid [at Moms 
Grove. 52Or. CcrMsm v Cant?rtam' fa 
Bertramrpe. 2 C: SsrAtrjatc v Old 
laugna.na.t3 Tran: Part. 2 Ol. 

Tedincan ■: Rearing ta: Raecis School 
OtsJ-rr 20i First division: BrooMands v 
Glcvsestsr C*‘, ‘a; Georges Rood. Sate. 
201 Ch-JTstsrt? / S’ Albans (a Chewier 
Part 2 IS:. Hi-jam s SouirviMe iat Havanr 
CsKege : Aa) - rijii , Cdtat! Harts (at 
Cane Part Road. 12 Oi Indieri Gymkhana v 
Shirtle-d -jI T-.cmcury Avenue . Isteworth, 
i JCi ijii v LoutfiSCTough St'^sents (a: 
E«tet Sshwi. 2 tfj. Uubs v Hampstead 
and .Vestc-nasr -a.' Club, 

l JC, OdcnS Urer/,' Harleston tAag- 
ores i' St Estiv-aos School, 12 0): 
Sraurscr v 3.'ue-^r-j ia; K:odeimnsBr 
School. ?30': 5urt»lo« v Firebrands (at 
Sueder. Read ’■ Oj YJanmston v Brcmtey 
(atPennef. Caurty HS 13ui 
ESL SOUTH LEAGUE Premier League: 
BK^SiYirr v Oid itevgrtam: Bouine- 

m,5>jtfi v CAsnester Crir'oJ Portsmouth v 
Ejs'.:ole =ereham v Ar-shttians. Gore 
Court •' Her e Say. Remgarhu v Maiden- 
haad Pchmo-i '• Purity: Trepans v High 
Wyfimoa Tur.bncge WoTs y Wimbtadori, 
Wncre s ig v '.V?v-g Hampshre/Sussmc 
AncUrei .• 3landlord Bames v OH 
Walca’.' J .sn3 Camaeilei Pcatsmouth; 
Eossm v Dv.v=n. Londsn University v 
3fls'-i^taL9. C'd Mfo-VJhlgfliare v OH 
Crante'ghara Ca Gcsrg'are v Goar.. 
Const: i Cxteo. Speraa v Cheam. 
KentBusswe Sextey inwsta v Faiti&tonB: 
SacitfteaS:. ShC. SnsWon v fAckSdtOrv 
Sognor Burnt Ash v Maiden RutsetS 
Eaafcauiw v Cld WMansanrans. LJoyds 
Barr, v Korcftxr. Nmhwn v Ashford: 
SevcnuLs v fid Sscse*. Tulse Hid v Old 


sister v Eliwars ;I230). EaW>g v 
LetcMter ;a: Easrsow HC. 2 15): Boeier v 
AMftd« .'13Gj: Hcrleston M3gp«s v 
Dereham ■ 12.0): H-amar«,T. v Canterbury (al 
Fcmfcy CC. 12C-: lUeuctfowai^i Students 
v Cnmicn Ram»§rs (2 2o); ORonv Taursnn 
Vale (201: PoyrSan v Dtamvwod fl .30); 
Sunbury v Wenar -.10): SWton Cotdtiold v 
Bwndsn '2 331. Vittsey Bey v CSffon iat 
Temple Part SC 11D). VteKng S v 
/nrSasecr «1JC) 

OTHER SPORT 

CYCLING: b-^arzdora’ cydaoass (at 
Esantr?/ Ore S gafo rd. Eer Lcndan. 1 30) 
ICE HOCKEY: Supwleague: Swflield v 
Newwsfe £6 SO) Cedrfl v Bracluiefi (7Dl. 
O qan m Cup: Manchester (6 Oi. Busings- 
bke v Ayr lEJJl 

SNOOKER: Lverpoo-' Victoria UK champ- 
Kinship (iji Ptssfenl 


Hotcornbauns.. WorttvngvOtd Bordanans. 
hGddx/Berta/Bucks and Oieoru Amemham 
v Famham Convnon: Brar*ne* v PHC 
Ctvswfck: City ol Oxford v bons. Gerards 
Cross v Hayes- Hendon v Rwawe; 
Newbury v Sunbuy. Old KUngwwns v 
Ashford. Staines v Rtetvngs Park West 
Hampstead v Marlow. WOknefwm v Miron 
Keynes 

UTZ DEBENHAM THORPE MIDLAND 
LEAGUE: Premier d M slon: Bfossomfiaklv 
North Notts. Covaray and North Warwicks v 
Hanpron-in-Ardsa Edgtwston v Harbome 
Khalsa v rforthampion Sants. North 
lord v Bfoxwich: Nottngna-n y Otton and 
West Warwicfrs. 

NORTHERN LEAGUE: fire* division: Ben 
Rhyddng v Chaster Durham UmorcUy v 
Sneffwk! (Sankara: Neotan v Tunperiey. 
Norton v Harrogate. Southport v Wigan: 
Swafmfl v Formtrr 

ADNAMS EAST LEAGUE Premier re¬ 
vision fic Bishop’s Stortford v Luton Town: 
Cambndge University v Ipswich, Clacton v 


Bury Sr Edmunds v Romford. Dereham v 
OU Souffiendarr. St Ives v Nonreh City. 
West Herts v pwntfi and East Suite*. 
WEST OF ENGLAND AND SOUTH 
WALES LEAGUE Premier division: Bristol 
Umtvsay v Chettenh arr. Rdbksans v 
Swansea. Taunton Vaio v Bath Buccaneers: 
Weston-super-Mare v Exeter UrrvasKy 
Whnchurch v Ctevedoa 
WOMEN S NATIONAL LEAGUE' Premier 
drvteion: SJougn v Hrghtown n?A): CMton 
Scottish Lite v Sutton Coldfield (12 X): 
Trojans v oitoi T«raquest HJ0). Don¬ 
caster v Ipswich (120). First dwteton: 
Canterbury v. Uwghborauoh Students 
(120). VwnBledon v BraAndl (12.0): 
Leicester v Bradford Swohenbank (12 30): 
Sktadertfind Bedarra v Chelmsford H®hway 
(12 30) Second dhristarc Oid Leugb- 
toraans v Woteig Swfts (1.0): Vltest Wteey v 
Ealing (12 0). Bluaharts v Sherwood 
(12 30). Akjndgo v Poynton (2.(ft 
WELSH WOMEN'S NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Cardrft Athletic v Newpcxt' Catwyn Bay v 
Pentypndd: Swansea v Panarth; Cardit 
Iftetfluss v Newtown 

WOMEN'S REGIONAL LEAGUES: East 
Ashford v Ipswich. Bury Sr Edmunda v 
Wetwyr Garden Cey Harnston v Dareham: 
Sr Albans v Sevenoans. Midlands: Belper v 
Cwnson Ramblers: Hamrftn v Petanicfc 
LefasstM v Kdlemg: North Staffs v Luton 
North: Chester v Yoric LeyVmd M v 
STufflald: Lfvarpod Sefton v Bfochbum; 
WetonvYftvwigtanPaik South: Dutatehv 
Ttiae Ml. Hendon v Winchester Hor sha m v 
Hampstead: Maidenhead v South a m pton : 
Wnthmore HI v Readin g. Wan t CohaoB v 
Boumgrrejulh; Exeter v Lsonwisicr 
Exmouth v St Austell. Redtad v Qwten- 
ham: Taurtcn Vale « Yale 

OTHER SPORT 

BASKETBALL European championship: 
Somj-final- England v Span fa Plymouth 
PaWrarcj 

BOXWQ: World Bodog Organisation and 
(nte mte tonal B oti na FeomOon War- 
conflnantu. BgtMHBwwelgH champ- 
knMp: J Thtnfon ptomfcn. hofocri v R 
Btas (La> (at Norwich Sports VUagsi. 
Eutman we rt ar w lc ht J e m ptaos hip: M 


Peortlo (R. hora) v G - KfcCreesh 
(BredeiefiHin Bam. ;~ 

ICE HOCKEY: Buparteagur. I’foflinqham * 
Bas^gsRAs(7Q; BrachrwJ vAyr(&0). 
LACROSSE ShepharrfoTftere^ Socfoty 
League: Ptwnfar tMatore Suehport v 
.Poynton; Chesfe v Hrimaam; 

TimparfqyvHWSwMerMirOldWBoonars 
v Chea^ MMor vShoflfofo Umwsrty 
SNOOKER: Liwpocl Vidona UR charnp- 
tansHpftiPteSWm. 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL 

NATOKAL LEAGUE (NFL) Detroit 55 
Chicago 20; Dafles 14 Tennessee 27. 

BASKETBALL 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (NBA): Indiana 
106 Vancouver 85. 

CRICKET 

Third Test match 
Australia v New Zealand 

HOBART (second day of ttrej: Aoaratia 
have scored 273 for five n **hs agansr 
New Zealand 

AUSTRALIA: Fret Innings 
MTGErroOc Young bMdVSIan. —114 

A Taylor b Q Comae .18 

G S Btewen b DouO .. . 99 

M E Warti not out.21 

5RWaughcMt*8BanbDou«- 7 

R T Ponong c Paiore b Cams. . .4 

tl A Healy not out. 3 

Extras (lb S, w 1. nb 1) — _. . .7 

Total (5 wMs)_273 

P R Better, S K Wame. M S Kasprmucz end 
S H Cook to tar 

FALL OF WICKETS 1-41. 2-238, 3-338, 
4-346. MM. 

BOWLMG: Doufl 24-B-58-2: O'Connor 
366-71-1: Calms 39-12-64-1. Astte 12-5- 
3Z-Q. McMSlan 13-4-34-1. VeUDn 2-O-9-0 
NEW ZEALAND: M J Home. B A Yomg, 
TACParore. -SP Fleming. RGTwose,CD 
McMilan N J Asde. C L Cams. D L vatort. 
S S Doufl, S B O'Connor. 

Umpirecr S Daws (Au&trtim) and 
R B Trftai (ZarrfoOCmeJ. 

Second Test match 
India ▼ Sri lanfca 

NAGPUR Jtford day ol five)- India have 
scored 485 agafosr Sn Lar*fl 
INDIA: First Innings 
tN R Mongia c rAjraunaran 

b Putfptiojmara ..11 

N S SkJtu c Atapanu b vaas ^ .79 

R S Dravtdc Atepaau b Vaas . ..32 

•S R TandJkar b Pushpakunara .„.15 
M AzfarudcSn tow b PushpaijumsrB -■(£ 
S C Ganguly c TKeheratne 

b Pusfp&taanara --SB 

AKUxrfoia run out_1- 78 

J Srtnalh tow b jayasunua—- . —11 
R K'Chauhan clftas b'Jayasta^ra- .. - 1 
A P Kunrvflta lb« b Pushpeiornara... 0 

N M Kiriram na out... J 

Etfras (b8. Ib 13, w 3, nb 12). 

Total_ 485 

FALL OF WICKETS' 1-15, 2-15S 3-183, 
4-272,5-303, 5-462,7-476, M84.9484. 
BOWUNfl: Vaas 31-3-50-2. Pushpflhumara 
32-3-122-5; Sva 2&&81-0: Mteattiaran 
46-9-137-0. Ranatunga 1-O-S-O; Jayasurtya 
164-32-2 AtapeftSu 1-044). 

BRI LANKA: S T Jayacuoya,M S Atatwau. 
R S Uahansma, P A do sm. *ft.Rans- 
hrnga.HPTiHBtairame.1LKL da S4VO.WP' 
U 3 C Vaas. liMurafimaran. K R Putfipili- 
umara.K3SihfiL 

UmpIrBS'C J Mitchley (South Africa] 
and V K Rjnucsamy Qncfla). 

TOUR MATCH (second deiy of tourt: Perth: 
South Africans 46B (G Kksten 201, S M 
PbUock 100. P L Syntax. 34; J Stewart 
4-121j: Western Audraba 117-1 (M E 
• Hussey 5B not out). 



IMteouna: South AustnAs 452 (D.Ftt- 
oerald SI. DS Wetter 69. BYouna 66,4 D. 
SWtfore 60); Vfoforia 144-2 (0 M Jonas 58 
net out, L Harper 55) Brisbane: Tasmania 


DANCESPORT 

BLACKPOOL: National chanrororMhinK 
Prateaatonal Standard: 1. A StaMnuxi and 
C Jorgensen; 2, T Howson and J Batten; 3, 
S Draper and L Mamma; 4. T Dofrman and 
A Owen: 5, B and L ftotec 6. M and D 
Lucas. Protessionel Lath: 1. B WatEon and 
K Hardy; 2. P Kiick and VToft 3. G end N 
Nordn: 4, P FBchartbon and L Dawson; 5,J 
Byrnes end J Lyntetan; S, M Linn and J 
Batt». Amateur Standard: 1. C Hawtans 
and H Newberry; 2, A and D Shfogter 3. J 
CrocsJey and K Jonas;'4. M fluiv aid V 
Hobden: 5, C Oaper and VH1:6. G Taptn 
and L Ha mmer kJ Amateur Latin: 1. M and 
N Cutter; 2, A Grundy and L Palmar: 3, A 
Kfflnz and K Beesley; 4, M Robertson and C 
Hojsa; 5, D Watson and M Kaitsson; 6. 0 
Bennett and L Kopylova. Undan£1 Stan- 
darefr 1, A Walhar end H Danwv+tofmes: 2. 
B Redmond and SWbod: 3. L PnrtasrexJJ 
Spencar; 4, V Smne and F Cacaoa. 5, W 
Boyce and H Oavey: 6. P McCann and V 
Martin Under-21 Latin: 1, D Bonnes and L 
Kopylova: 2, J Jordan and E HaraWadowr; 
3, P KiHtay and L BeBnger 4, Simone and 
Cdcsce: 5. McCann and Martel; a. n 
O uesnas and J Going 

FOOTBALL „ 

SOUTH EAST COUNTES LEAGUE: Firs* 
tevtetarc w«r Ham 6 Ipswich a 

Thursday's lata results 
EUROPEAN CLP CHAMPIONS’ LEA¬ 
GUE; Group A: Borussae Dortmund 4 
GaiaBsaray i; Parma 2 Sparta Prague 2. 
Group B: Marichesear Unred 3 FC Koatao 
O.Group.C: Dynamo Kiev 1 PSVBndhowm 
1. Group D: FC Porto 2 Olympiafios 1; 
Rosenborg 2 Real Madrid 0. 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Cup: Second 
round: Gloucester a Newport AFC 2 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: first 
dirision: Nontech i Watford i 
PONTWS LEAGUE: Premter dMsfcwi: 
Aston VRa 1 Evartani;Uwp3Ql0 Stoke i 
JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Hot rfl- 
vtetorv WMctMCh 1 Gosport V 
THE TiMBS-FA YOUTH CUP: firenow 
rapfey. Bristol O SWndon O (ate; Briool 
Rovwa whi -104 on pans). 

DUTCH LEAGUE: Vbfandam 3 FC Gro- 
rrwen 1; RXC WaaWrijk-l NAC Breda 0. 
SOUTH AM89CAN SUPERCOP A: Sorrt- 
(trial, second lag: Cob Goto (GWe) 0 Sto 
Paulo 1 <S£o Paulo ten 4-1 on agy). 

GOLF ^ - ■ 


flrwte; Reatfng 4 Purttry 4 (Reading wto 3-2 
on pons): Bromley 7 West London Institute 
5 finat Reading 9 Bromley G Malden- 
heart SamHrnefc Maidenhead B Hendon 7. 
final: TedcSngton 8 Maidenhead 1 (Read¬ 
ing and T&drflng t on quafify for natexiBl 
raundsj 

ICE HOCKEY 

SUPtHLEAGUE: BasingstoKo Bison 3 
Bracknefl Bees T. 

EXPRESS CUP: Cardifl Devils 1 Newcastle 
Eagles 0. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE (NHL)- Ottawa 3 
Washington 1; Si Louis 2 Los Angeles 2. 
Calgary 2 Chicago 2: Phoonoc 1 Oaaas4.- 

SHOOT1NG 

LANGKAWI, Malaysia: Cotramnwaallti 
dwmplonteilps: Smallbore free rifle; 
Hwpoaffions: 1, C Hector (Ena) 
L238pts: 2. A Rszak {Malaysia i 1 2362: % 
R Law ( Srot) 1^113. Street 1. M 
Tnomp3on (Scot) 1.442; 2. K Ctvistoa 
(Cyprus) 1.442: 3. R Thorpe (NZ) 1.442 
(aider deckfed after tie-breakal Mon's air 
ptetoh 1. G Voinich (NZ) 6662. Z J Rata 
(fodta) 68a 7; 3, N Bader (Engl 660 

SAILING 

WWtoREAD ROUND THE WORLD 
RAC& Second tag (Cape Towi to Fremen- 
SS; f fofo p otedonac 1 . Swedish Mefoti 
P*e) finished after 15 days Shr 45rrtn 
“J 2- fonowtion Kvaemer (Nor) 
3i J2S hiba (L®) 16-05 :i£i2: 

4 , sak cw (sei 1 e 15 .- 05 .ts: &. ef 

b an 9 ua 0g.fflWj 163006.00. a Ctesste 
SSSL*® iwtajfli 7. Mont Cup 
Wotaco) 19-02 37.07; B. EF EducaBon 
ST/ JfilS 9 ' B'ifwSu'W'W (Hoi) 
TfljlliJjM.Vohto Trophy poswnu 1. 
fonovattan hvesmer 2wpis; 2, EF Lai- 

158 - *• Toshfoe 
157-. 7. Chessia Raong 13» a FF. 
Edumnan 60 ; fl, BronalSmargy 36. 

SNCXJKER 

VjOt otiaUK giampt- 



SQUASH 



IftflE.IML-M, S-2. 

TENNIS 



NATIONAL &®OOB. CHAMPtoNSW. 
South m u Nfcra.- Bate Odnteeed; sonF 


- i """ ijr. 
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tale of 
two beards 


W hat ho, chaps — a 
feud! All week Chel¬ 
sea supporters have 
been producing 
"raft* programmes to show me 
the harsh words said about this 
column by their chairman Ken 
Bates. At first I thought Ken might 
be upset over the fact that I Hke to 
draw attention to the fact that, at a 
dub notorious for Fancy Danism, 
this Chelsea squad are setting new 
standards for foppish posturing. 

Who can forget the squealing 
that arose when the dub played in 
Norway in temperatures which, 
although chilly, were by many 
degrees wanner than those which 
munitions factory workers la¬ 
boured under in two world wars? 

Ken may not have been behind 
the Whining That Shamed British 
Football, but he must take credit 
for one of the more far-seeing 
schemes which was moated back 
in the potty mid-Eighties, when 
identity cards and electronic tag¬ 
ging erf fans seemed to be on the 
way. For it was Ken who fought 
long and hard for the introduction 
of dearie fences into his ground, 
which might show the Stamford 
Bridge faithful just where their £10 

In memoriam 

■ ITV would like to thank 
all those who sent cards 
and messages of condolence ■ 
following the tragic death of their 
football match. Barcelona v 
Newcastle; on Wednesday night 
The fixture died quietly. In 
its sleep, in front of 150 s u pport¬ 
ers, and is not thought to have 
suffered, unlik e the millions of 
waiting Coronation Street 
fans. It will be buried without 
fuss in the scramble to broad¬ 
cast any footbalL no matter how 
pointless. Ian St John is 106. 

□ Danny Baker is on Talk 
Radio (1053-10S9am) every 
Saturday from 530pra_ 


admission fee ended and Celebrity 

Row began. 

I remember one magnificent TV 
interview in which the Kentollah, 
white beard a-brisdin’, urged re¬ 
porters to see that football fans 
were little better than organised 
cut-throats, and that five million 
volts of the sudden and juiciest 
were the only language these 
people might understand I liked 
him then and I still do. 

However, I think it is another 
reason — and a far mare credible 
fear — which has led to his 
theatrical attack upon this still 
young space. That is MiDwall’s 
early exit from the FA Cup- It is a 
matter of public record that, most 
seasons, in one enp or another, 
Chelsea come a cropper to their 
neighbours from The Den. 

If I had a pound for every time 
we've brought low the High living 
Laris From Fashionable King's 
Road, then I would buy the dub 
and have them cut out the panstick 
and highlights and concentrate on 
bring a credible opposition who 
might, occasionally, punch their 
weight Anyhow, this season Wim¬ 
bledon and Bristol City have done 
Mr Bates’s dirty work for him and 
with his ewr-akrt brain freeofthis 
potentially humiliating cloud, he 
now sets about harassing the 
Lions’ No 1 supporter with impu¬ 
nity. I. of course, shall keep my 
own counsel. 

Lastly, a third, comic, thought 
occurs. With the imminent release 
of tiie epic film Titanic, ordinary 
people might begin to notice that 
Ken Bates bears a starting resem¬ 
blance to that fated ship's Captain, 
E J. Smith. Aside from the usual 
crass connection made between 
the Unsinkable Liner and Ruud 
Gullit's first XI. it will surely not 
escape historians’ attention that 
the final movements of Captain 
Smith were never satisfactorily 
accounted for. Could they be one 
and tiie same person? They cer- 
tainly seem to diare an aversion to 
Arctic conditions. 



Which is the Chelsea chairman and which the Titanic captain? Could they be related? Or possibly one and the same person? 


One more 
iookalike 

■ I know the column has used 
up its Iookalike quotient, but 
if someone gets in wrth this one 
before next week I shall rage like 
Rumplestiltskin. Here it is. Recent 
photographs of Christian Gross, 
the disastrous new managerial 
appointment under whom Spurs 
will be lucky to win a comer, must 
surely make tiie heart leap erf any 
keen fan of the Pink Panther. For 
with his hooded eyes, pursing 
mouth and intense demeanour we 
are staring into tiie mirror reflec¬ 
tion of Herbert Lom. much praised 
for his portrayal of Commissioner 
Dreyfuss — Inspector Ctoaseaui's 
slow-burning boss. Soon we shall 
see tiie development of hilarious 
Dreyfuss-styie facia] tics and un¬ 
stable rambling in Hrir Gross and 
the picture will be complete. 



Heads you lose 


■ One of the most noble 
sporting pursuits in the 
world has been rocked by 
scandaL Researchers this week 
say they can find no evidence that 
Afghanistan tribesmen have ever 
played polo with a human head. 
Who are these busybodies who 
travel the globe smugly stripping 
away whatever shreds of exotica 
still remain on our daily less 
mysterious rock? What good can 
it do them to smash tiie wonder 
from little boys' imaginations and 
remove from pub conversation 
the one sporting topic that united 
both public and saloon? 

The image of an Afghan 
horseman expertly navigating his 
speeding charger among the 
opposition, spotting a gap in then- 
defence, and then, with one swift 
arc of is upturned rifle butt. 


crisply firing home the sightless 
loaf of a former enemy from all of 
30 yards is one I have carried 
with awe for nearly 30 years. 
Indeed, with a regularly 
recharged glass and a hushed 
company, I have often taken a 
little licence and claimed to have 
been actually present at such 
exhibitions while travelling from 
Herat to Kandahar. Now. thanks 
to the unwanted meddling of a 
quango of idiotic students who 
probably wouldn't know a 
severed human head from a 
Panama hat, 1 lode a complete 
and utter fori. 

If these pipesucking killjoys next 
come sniffing around the legend 
of Bert Trautmann and his 
famous broken neck, I'm afraid I 
may have to take matters into ray 
own hands. 


Fantasy 
game of 
one half 


■ After a recent appeal to find 
what extra frisson is experi¬ 
enced by a gay man at a football 
match. I receive a tremendous 
letter from a Simon of Leigh-on- 
Sea. While the phrase "fantasy 
football" may have been done to 
death, it is perhaps the only one 
adequate for the intense mental 
visions Simon has built up during 
his time on the terraces. His letter 
arrives complete with Panini stick¬ 
ers of the players who make his 
pulse pick up tiie tempo, alongside 
a few words of the function they 
save in the active erotic spring of 
Simon's libido. I am indebted to 
him for sharing his daydreams 
with me, and pass them along to 
you in turn. 

1. John Spencer (Queens Park 
Rangers): With these tough, build¬ 
er looks. I imagine him al fresco 
beside a half-built house among 
bits of wood and empty concrete 
sacks. No hard hats, but he is 
wearing a check shirt and torn, 
dirty jeans. 

2. Dtrncan Ferguson (Everton): 
With that natural arrogance which 
is so plainly Duncan, I imagine a 
master-servant situation. Obvious¬ 
ly he holds the whip. 

3. Steve McManaman (Liver- 
poo]): Steve is that really good- 
looking bloke whom you see 
across a bar and who flirts 
outrageously with you all night 

4. Ugp Ehiogu (Aston Villa): My 
yearning for something exotic 
results in us sharing drinks, then a 
heated whirlpool bath. 

5. Ryan Giggs (Man Utd): One 

word — watersports. 

6 . David Beckham (Man Utd): We 
get talking and he lets me educate 
him as to tiie error of his ways with 
the least appropriately named 
Spice Girl. 

Here. Simon's squad terminates 
because, rather sweetly, he doesn't 
want to part with his stickers of 
Henning Berg. Mark Pem bridge. 
Neil Ardley, Chris Armstrong and 
Jamie Kedknapp. and feds the 
magic will not work in description 
alone. 

Perhaps he is right. Fbr mysdf, I 
can't quite shake off the feeling 
that, because of a path denied to 
me by a whim of nature, all my life 
1 have watched but half a match. 


CRICKET: TROUBLED WEEK PRECEDES SECOND INTERNATIONAL AGAINST CONFIDENT PAKISTAN 

West Indies survive test of patience 


GOLF 


Westwood revels in 
confidence of youth 

From Patricia Davies in Melbourne 


From Michael Henderson 
IS RAWALPINDI 

THAT was the week that was 
for West Indies. From Pesha¬ 
war. where they lost the first 
Test match against Pakistan 
inside four days, they travelled 
to Hyderabad, where they 
declared the hotel accommo¬ 
dation unacceptable and re¬ 
turned to Karachi A one-day 
game in Hyderabad was 
abandoned when the pitch 
was waterlogged and so they 
reached Rawalpindi, where 
(he second Test starts today, in 
high dudgeon. 

Clive Lloyd, their manager, 
who took them away from 
Hyderabad as soon as he 
discov e red that his players 
world have to sleep three to a 
room in a rest bouse, is in no 
mood to com p romise. Faxes 


have been flying backwards 
and forwards all week be¬ 
tween the touring party and 
the Pakistan Cricket Board in 
an attempt to establish the 
degree of culpability. 

It is easy to take sides with 
Lloyd. Some of the stories 
about the Hyderabad experi¬ 
ence are almost beyond befieL 
Players who went into the 
kitchen found the chef prepar- - 
ing food on the floor. Michael 
Holding, cowering the series 
for Caribbean television, dis¬ 
covered scorpions trying to 
invade his hotel room and was 
told: They’re only Utile ones." 

What on earth the West 
Indians were doing in a place 
tike that is hard to imagine. It 
is one thing taking the game to 
pans erf the country where 
international players are rare¬ 
ly seen, but surety nobody 



Waqan recall 


sound of mind sends touring 
teams to towns that are not 
equipped to stage such games, 
never mind keeping the play¬ 
ers in bread and water. 


AH of which means that 
West Indies go into the final 
two Tests of this series having 
had no cricka since their 
shambolic performance in Pe¬ 
shawar. They have doubts 
about the fitness of Ambrose 
and Stuart Williams and will 
probably prefer another fast 
bowler, most likely Rose, to 
Lewis, whose wrist spin looks 
ordinary. 

The pitch is green in appear¬ 
ance, drier than the rest of a 
square that has absorbed a lot 
of rain, and offers the prospect 
erf decent pace. Pakistan, 
therefore, may go into tiie 
match with only one spinner, 
Mushtaq Ahmed, although 
Saqlain. the off spinner left out 
of the first Test, is available. 
He replaces Arshad Khan, 
who looked out of his depth in 
Peshawar and was a "local 


pick" if ever there was one. 
Waqar Younis, omitted at 
Peshawar for reasons that 
were hard to fathom and have 
not been fully explained, will 
play and Shoaib Akhtar, a 
local bowler who toured Eng¬ 
land earlier this year with the 
Pakistan A team, will proba¬ 
bly make his Test debut. Once 
again. Pakistan have shown 
their aptitude for finding and 
promoting talented young 
players. 

David Lloyd, the England 
coach, watched the players at 
practice after arriving here 
yesterday. On Tuesday, he 
moves on to Lahore, where 
England play two one-day 
matches next week before the 
forthcoming quadrangular 
competition in Sharjah, where 
Pakistan and West Indies will 
also be involved. 


THE Australians were a bit 
taken aback try Lee Westwood 
after the second round erf the 
Australian Open at the 
Metropolitan dub in Mel¬ 
bourne yesterday. They knew 
that be was the European 
No 3 this season and that he 
was in prime form, having 
won twice in the four weeks 
before the Open, but they were 
not quite prepared for the self- 
confident young man who had 
a 66, six under par, to be just 
one shot off the lead, on 134, 
ten under. 

Andrew Coltart the Soot 
who won the Australian PGA 
Championship in Sydney last 
Sunday, had led, on 11 under 
par. after four birdies in his 
first seven holes, but the 
gusting southwesterly wind 
reduced him to a guessing 
game and he dropped six 
shots in the last ten holes to 
finish with a 74 and a total of 
139. six behind the obligatory 
Open unknown. 

Nick O’Hem. 26. a left¬ 
hander from Perth, Western 
Australia, was out in front, 
having carried his own bag to 
a 67 on Thursday and then, 
with his wife, Alan a. in charge 
of the dubs, added a 66 
yesterday. But O'Hem. who 
uses a 48-inch putter and has 
made only three cuts (this one 
included) in his career, has 
nothing like the experience of 
Westwood. 24. and they are 


both aware of the man in third 
place, on 135, erne Greg Nor¬ 
man. He has won the title for 
the past two years and is also 
the world Nol. Nor that it 
bothers Westwood. 

“Sure i can." he answered, 
when asked if he could win. 
"I'm in the second-best pos¬ 
ition out of anybody at the 
moment, but Greg Norman’s 
still there and you cant take 
the world Nol lightly when 
he’s one shot behind you." 

In his early days. Westwood 
said, he was in awe of some 
players, induding Norman, 
but that is in the past “Repu¬ 
tations shouldn't count for 
anything when you’re playing 
against people." he said. 
"After a' while you learn to 
believe you are as good as 
them. 1 doni think there's any 
real difference between my 
game and Greg Norman’s, 
but he's a lot more used to 
being in contention. He’S been 
out there a lot longer than I 
have." 

Norman, a venerable 42, 
recalled how he had taken SO 
when paired with Jack 
Niddaus for the first time, in 
the Australian Open, as a 
youngster. "The first time 1 

played with Niddaus. I shot 
70.” Westwood said, mischie¬ 
vously. That was this year, in 
the final round at .Augusta, 
but he had made his audience 
sit up. 


ATHLETICS 

Chataway 
to lead 
recoveiy 

By John Goodbody 

SIR Christopher Chataway. 
the former MP and world 
5.000 metres record-holder. Is 
to head a steering group to 
plan the future of British 
athletics, whose governing 
body is in administration with 
a deficit of £530.000. 

In the meantime. £300,000 
of taxpayers’ money will be 
used to fund a new company. 
UK Athletics '98, which will 
provide interim organisation. 

Also on the steering group is 
David Mooreroft, the former 
chief executive officer of the 
British Athletic Federation, 
and Sir Paul Fox. ihe former 
managing director of BBC 
network Television. 

A leading promotional com¬ 
pany. such as the Internation¬ 
al Management Group or 
Alan Pascoe Associates, may 
well take over tiie commercial 
side of the sport, such as the 
running of international meet¬ 
ings. Mooreroft said yesterday 
that there were “better agen¬ 
cies” at delivering some areas 
of die sport than" the national 
governing body. 

Mooreroft added that many 
now’ accepted that a national 
registration scheme for all 
athletes was likely. This exists 
in other Olympic sports, such 
as swimming, rowing, judo 
and weightlifting and is fun¬ 
damental towards the funding 
of those sports. 


Blewett joins unlucky 99ers 


Ganguly denied century 


GREG BLEWETT gained the dubious 
honour yesterday of bring the first 
Australian to be out on 99 twice, 
spoiling an otherwise dominant bat¬ 
ting display by Australia on the second 
day of the third Test in Hobart against 
Non: Zealand. 

Despite a late flurry of wickets. 
Australia were in c omman d at 273 for 
five ai the dose, baving added 234 runs 
for the loss of five wickets after most of 
the first day was fast to rain. Blewett 
who played on to his stumps one short 
of what would have been his fifth Test 
century, also played on when on 99 last 
January in die fourth Test against 


West Indies. He is the seventh player 
in Test history to be out twice cm 99. 
Michael Atherton, the England cap¬ 
tain, is the only other present player to 
have met this fate. 

Matthew Elliott, the left-handed 
opener, scored his third Test century, 
although he was dropped twice and 
will not look back on the innings as one 
of his prettiest. 

Efron's dismissal fbr 114, when the 
score was 238. triggered a collapse, 
with four wickets falling for 2$ runs. 
Simon DouH the medium-pacer, took 
two wickets for one run in ten 
balls. Scoreboards, page 34 


SOURAV GANGULY was dismissed 
one run short of a second successive 
Test century as India compiled a 
formidable fust-inning; total on the 
third day of the second Test against 
Sri Lanka in Nagpur. 

However, rain prevented any play 
after lunch and gave Sri Ianka an 
excellent chance of avoiding defeat 
Ganguly, who made 109 in & drawn 
first Test last week, helped India to 
take their overnight score of 401 for 
five to485all out. Sri Lanka have yet to 
start their reply. 

Ganguly was caught at first slip off 
Ravindra Pushpakumara. the seam 


bowler, whose five wickets ensured 
that India lost their last five batsmen 
in adding only 23 runs. Ganguly and 
Kumble took their overnight stand of 
98 to 159 before Kumble, who 
completed his third Test half-century 
in 42 matches, was run out 
Srinath was leg-before to 
Jayasuriya. the left-arm spinner, and 
that Chauhan and Ganguly were 
dismissed in successive balls. 
Pushpakumara moved one away from 
Ganguly and Tfllekeratne took a 
smart low catch. Pushpakumara then 
had Kuruvflla leg-before to finish with 
five for 122. 
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H ow sad and 

symptomatic that 
almost as soon 
as Christian 

tiross has taken charge of 
Tottenham Hotspur, the cry 
goes up that he will, and 
should, jettison David 
Ginola. 

Symptomatic of the 
deep distrust that English 
football traditionally has 
for the unorthodox player, 
whether it be Charlie 
Buchan. Len Shackle ton or 
those other Spurs stars. 

Glenn Hoddle and Paul 
Gascoigne. 

Sad, too. the 

concomitant emphasis that 
Gross will have 
Tottenham training and 
running harder. It takes 
one back to the aftermath of 
England's historic 6-3 
defeat by Hungary at 
Wembley. 44 years ago, 
when Watford, then a third 
division club, promptly 
announced that in future, 
their players would be 
training twice a day! 

In principle, one 
welcomes the arrival of 
Continental coaches in 
this country, something one 
has long recommended. 

Ruud Gullit has given new 
life and allure to Chelsea. 
Axsfrie Wenger is at least an 
interesting figure at 
Arsenal, though his 


FOOTBALL SATURDAY 


Far too skilful to be trusted 


REBECCA NADEN 


disciplinary tolerance and 
his transfer policy remain 
unconvincing. 

Danny Bergara, the 
Uruguayan, beavering in the 
lower reaches of the 
League, has had his 
moments. Overall, 
however, there has been scant 
reciprocity between 
Britain and the world at 
large. British coaches 
initially went out to teach and 
preach the game. Even 
today, the demand for them 
abroad is quire startling. 

Scarcely had Graeme 
Souness been run out on a 
rail from Torino, of Italy's 
Serie B. then he had been 
made manager of famous, 
if impoverished, Ben flea. 
Scarcely had Gerry 
Francis left Spurs than the 
other big Lisbon dub. 
Sporting, were knocking at 
his door. 

As against that. Jozef 
Venglos, the likeable and able 
Slovakian, failed as a 
manager at Villa Park despite 
one hallucinatory home 
success against 
Internationale. He never 
really got to grips with his 
players. 



Ginola in action on Monday night Most of Tottenham’s best attacks stemmed from him 


Ivan Golac, a right back 
for Yugoslavia and 
Southampton made a 
bright beginning in charge of 
Dundee United, even 
winning the Scottish Cup 
against Rangers, but 
thereafter it was all dow nhill. 

Oscar Arce. the much 


travelled Argentine, had 
limited success as coach at 
Sunderland and Sheffield 
United, but did good work 
with Mill wall's juniors. 

Part of the trouble, 
dearly, is that the role of the 
manager abroad is so 
different from here, where he 


is expected to be a Protean 
figure, a wheeler-dealer as 
well as a coach. 

Can Gross succeed? One 
hopes so, though the odds are 
against him and the 
appointment, on (he face of it 
is a strange one. Not 
because one has anythin ghut 


respect for Swiss footbaU, 
whose qualities tend to be 
underrated. 

Doubts reside in the fact 
that Gross's appointment 
seems to have been made 
in some panic, involving a 
manager who, however 
able, hardly arrives trailing 
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clouds of glory. Wenger, 
by contrast, was very much a 
known quantity, for seven 
years the successful manager 
of AS Monaco before be 
went off to make money in 
Japan. 

Much nonsense has 
been talked, not least by Alan 
Sugar, about Gerry 
Fnmtis having somehow 
‘'betrayed" his principles, 
implying that he should have 
gone on frying to grind 
out results rather than go for 
exciting football m the 
grand Tottenham tradition. 

Which is where Ginola 
comes in. What Francis so 
long needed, and notably 
failed to find, was an “inside- 
forward" in the White- 
Harmer-H oddle-Gascoigne 
succession to make things 
happen in midfield. 

Against Crystal Palace 
last Monday night Ginola 
supplied the want by 
moving into the middle of the 
left wing. If gaps woe 
thus left there, why did other 
players not fill them? 

Ginola showed outstanding 
skills, used the ball well, 
and was behind almost every 
decent Spurs attack. If he 


lost the ball beforejfae 
only goal of the game to 
Ed worthy, should not 
Clements, running with the 
full bade, have caught 
him? 

I declare an interest 1 
have followed Ginola’s 
mercurial career since 
watching his dazzling 
displays in the Toulon 
under-21 tournament nine 
years ago, when he was an 
inside forward rather than a 
right-footed left winger. 

K evin Keegan, 

another believer, 
thinks Ginola 
was traumatised 
when sent off.two seasons 
ago against Arsenal. More 
probably, it was when he 
was blamed forgiving the 
ball away near the end of 
the France-Bulgaria World 
Cup game in Paris, 
costing a goal by Kostadinov. 
defeat and elimination 
from the 1994 finals . 

Am I in an informed 
minority? Note, pray, that 
after Monday's game. 

Ginola was warmly praised 
by Steve Coppell. Palace's 
manager, despite his 
“shortcomings". It was 
Disraeli who said that “the 
defects of great men are 
the consolation of dunces". 

Leboeufs view, page $9 


A m iracle on 
Merseyside 

Mark Hodkinson experiences 
mixed emotions while travelling to 
Anfield on Barnsley’s magic bus 


T he ball is in the net 
[apparently), and my 
new best friend has me 
in an aggressively affectionate 
headlock. He is screaming — 
yelling — shouting down my 
ear.- When my brother grim 
finally lets go, I have to stay on 
my feet and volunteer an extra 
syllable to Barnsley as we 
cheer “Bams-a-lee" to the af¬ 
ternoon sky. 

I am not a Barnsley support¬ 
er (1 am not even from 
Yorkshire), yet 
here T am at An¬ 
field, the only inv 
partial observer 
among 3,000 dev¬ 
otees in the away 
end. As experi¬ 
ences go, this is 
strictly exiles, like 
passing a church 
and suddenly 
finding yourself 
at a wedding cer¬ 
emony among' 
strangers, and 
strange strangers 
ar that 

The day begins 
at Oakwell, a fog 
drifting across 
the club car park. 

We all have neat¬ 
ly printed coach 
tickets and neady 
packed lunches. Barnsley, at 
the foot of the table, have lost 
their past five away games 
and conceded 40 goals already 
this season. Understandably, 
no one mentions football as 
the coach picks its way 
through the mist towards 
Liverpool. The man behind 
me, however, mentions crisps 
a lot He has a two-year-old 
grandson and has found a 
sure-fire way of making baby¬ 
sitting easy. “Crisps. I just feed 
him crisps.” he explains. 
“How many does tha’ give 
him?," asks his friend. “Oh, 
about four packets." 

The coach parks alongside 
Stanley Park at 
[he ludicrously 
early time of 
130pm — this day 
is going to be 
long. I look at my 
match ticket and 
start to worry: 

Row 1, Seat 36, 
and, just to con¬ 
firm that I have 
got the seat from 
hell, stamped across it is 
“Uncovered Sear, which 
means get set to get weL' 

Now, I'm acrually very 
lucky to have the ticket Barns¬ 
ley is a dub loyal to its 
principles, and, initially, only 
season ticket holders were 
were allowed to buy one. 
“They’d lynch me if I sold one 
to a reporter," revealed a 
member of staff. 

Row L Seat 36. in the Lower 
.Anfield Road End is as appall¬ 
ing as it sounds. To create Row 
I, Sear 36 in your own living 
room, you must switch on 
Match aj the Dap and lie 
down flat on your stomach 
about six inches from the 
television. Place a fruit bowl 
between you and the screen — 
at Anfield, this is a photogra¬ 
pher and his equipment — 
and, just in case there remains 
a modicum of enjoyment from - 
your mole’s eye. view, .ask 
various members of your fam¬ 
ily to push past weiring 1 
fluorescent jackets in the man- : 
ner of dub stewards. 



The supporters sharing my 
mole hole all appear to be dis¬ 
concertingly above average 
height and weight, not to 
mention volume and intoxica¬ 
tion. On either side, sh two 
blokes, tite size of tdephone 
boxes. When they both stand 
up. which is every ten seconds. 
I have no choice but to rise 
with them. The one on my left 
is middle-aged. and. it seems, 
fairly peaceable. Abruptly, he 
asks a steward to move out of 

. -_ the way. "You 

couldn't organise 
a pi|s-up in a 
brewery, yer 
Scouse bastard." 
he yells as an 
afterthought 
If football has 
gone effete, no 
one has told 
Barnsley. Every¬ 
one sings. 
Mums, dads, 
lads, they all 
scream them¬ 
selves hoarse, 
and the .look in 
their eyes is in¬ 
tense; it betrays a 
raw, bloody- 
minded passion 
for their team, 
their town, their 
family, their 
males. They sing as if their 
lives depend on it and I do too. 

Out on the pitch. Barnsley 
are hardly inihe game, but on 
a break, the ball appears to 
find its way into Liverpool’s 
net Here comes my head lock, 
and. for a horrible second, my 
neighbour is squeezing me 
violently, pressing his face 
dose, to mine: In. this melee of 
hostile pleasure, I have never 



Passport to Anfield: sought-after tickets 


felt so lonely, never missed my 
own team and my own kind so 
much. 

No one in the stalls has any 
idea who has scored, since the 
goal went in at the Kop End, 
which is only visible with the 
aid of a tripod and a pair of 
binoculars. 

Somehow, Barnsley hold 
out and the goal celebrations 
are repealed at the end of the 
march. They are given extra 
seasoning as the supporters 
around me goad the stewards 
and police into a few minor 
skirmishes. 

Back on the coach, we are 
made to wait an hour before 
setting off. and it takes almost 
a further hour to negotiate the 
traffic congestion in Liverpool. 
It is still foggy in Barnsley 
when we arrive just before 
Spin. * 

A couple are just tearing 
.fheir house, dressed up for. a 
Saturday night out “Was it a 
good march?," they shout 
“Yeah," I. reply instinctively. 
"The truth is. I don’t know. 
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football man 

He may have a teen idol’s looks and a pop star 
girlfriend, but the real Jamie Redknapp is 
focused on the welfare of Liverpool and England 

T he giant metal doors And the rest of his day off? The . point is not . that 
swung open and the He drove to a city-centre Redknapp is a one-dimension- 
gatekeeper appeared, restaurant, had a bowl of al man. If anything, the opp- 
Lugubrious and SUS- nasta and talked ahnut foot- firifeistrue.Ynuna. with a face 


T he giant metal doors 
swung open and the 
gatekeeper appeared. 
Lugubrious and sus¬ 
picious, the guardian of die 
Liverpool training ground 
seemed puzzled that anyone 
wanted to invade his territory 
on the players' day off. Then 
the question brought a smile to 
his face. “Jamie?" he said, half- 
turning. “He’s out there on his 
own." 

Out there on the great 
expanse of green in the midst 
of the Merseyside suburbs. 
Jamie Redknapp was lost in 
his own private world.* a 
solitary figure consumed by 
his an. A woolly hat pulled 
down over his ears, he prac¬ 
tised and he practised until the 
sweat was dripping from him. 
He could have been any paries 
player pursuing the dream of 
perpetual improvement 
Occasionally, for a bit of 
light relief, he worked on some 
tricks, mainly an exotic turn 
effected by jumping on top of 
the ball and dragging it round 
to one side with the top of the 
foot in one eye-blinking 
moment 

For the most part, though, it 
was hard labour, working on 
his weaker left foot crashing 
shot after shot against the 
wooden practice walls away 
on the far side of the pitch. He 
only had one ball to work with: 
if the shot went high or wide, 
he ironed off doggedly to 
retrieve it 

Eventually, he finished. He 
juggled the ball, not on the top 
of hi's foot but on his upturned 
insrep, 30 or 40 times and 
rhen. as a finale, he flicked it 
up with a flourish and-vol¬ 
leyed it towards one of the 
goals. It cannoned against the 
underside of the crossbar and 
bounced down and up into the 
net The session over, he 
strode back 10 the dubhouse. 


And the rest of his day off? 
He drove to a city-centre 
restaurant had a bowl of 
pasta and talked about foot¬ 
ball about Terry Venables 
and Glenn Hoddle, the Eng¬ 
land managers he has played 
under, and about the plight of 
Howard Kendall, the Everton 
manager, and his respect for 
the man who is coming under 
increasing pressure at 
Goodison Park. 

When he got back to his 
waterfront flat with its vaulted 


OLIVER 

HOLT 


brick ceiling and its view of the 
cathedral spires, he went 
straight to the television to 
lode at the headlines on 
teletext and read the top story 
about David Burrows rejoin¬ 
ing Ron Atkinson at Sheffield 
Wednesday. • ■ 

; In the evening, he spoke to 
Itis father, Harry Redknapp. 
file manager of West Ham 
United, about football and 
watched Manchester United’s 
Champions’ League game 
against FC Kosice. 


‘ The; point is not. that’ 
Redknapp is a one-dimension¬ 
al man. If anything, the app¬ 
osite is true. Young, withafece 
that launched a thousand teen- 
magazine cover stories and 
shot him to the top of countless , 
polls on the sexiest footballers, 
he has remained refreshingly 
unaffected by his fame, consid¬ 
erate to his fens, unflinchingly 
Iqyal to his family and his 
girlfriend, the pop star. Lou¬ 
ise, and amusing, unassuming 
lunchtime company. 

The point is that Redknapp 
cares about football and most 
of all that he cares about 
Liverpool and about his own 
. performance. It should . not 
have to be made, especially 
about someone like him who ' 
.oozes conscientiousness and 
honesty. 

But when things go wrong 
al Liverpool, the critics dust off 
the Spice Boys headlines, 
lump him in with Steve 
McManaman. Robbie Fowler 
and Jason McAteer — who 
were all. incidentally, at the 
training ground on their day 
off, too — and accuse them of 
leaving their passion for the 
dub on the dance floor or the 
catwalk. It is a convenient line 
that has long since lost all 
relevance, but it is so much 
easier to criticise them than a 
nice man such as Roy Evans. 

Their 1-0 defeat at home to 
Barnsley last Saturday, the 
biggest FA Carling Premier¬ 
ship shock of the season, 
unleashed another tide of criti¬ 
cism, more talk of an Anfield 
crisis and, most of all the 
allegation that the supposed 
arrogance and nonchalance of 
some of the players amounts 
to a betrayal of their manager. 
Alan Hansen, their former 
central defender, became the 
latest in a long line of colum¬ 
nists to savage the team and 
question the commitment of 



Jamie Redknapp’s frequent conversations with his father, Harry, are dominated by one topic — their mutual love of the game 


the players. Redknapp and 
Liverpool have the perfect 
opportunity to ram those com¬ 
ments back down the throats 
of their critics when they take 
on Arsenal at Highbury to¬ 
morrow in one of the day's two 
mouth-watering matches. 

Next Saturday, they play 
United at Anfield. Good re¬ 
sults in both games and they 
will be right back in the 
championship reckoning. If 
that happens, maybe then 
people wall start to believe that 
they care. 

“It amazes me really that 
people still seem to think that 
we can lose and somehow not 
be affected by it" Redknapp 
said. "We probably haven! 
helped ourselves in the past 
but I don’t know what people 
expect or what people want 
from you. We have got beaten 
against Barnsley bur we 
worked haTd and it just did not 
happen for us on the day. You 
do have those days. It happens 
to all teams. 

“1 have never seen the lads 
as upser about it after the 
game. I am usually quite 


relaxed, quite laid-back about 
things in general but some of 
the fens were having a little go 
when we were coming off and 
1 lost my head and had a go 
back arid that is unlike me. 
But it hurL It was not really 
meant as anything but I was 
upset and 1 saw sombody 
shouting and hollering and 1 
had a go back. I do not know 
what people want because in 
terms of effort we give every¬ 
thing we can. 

“ "W" mean, we hate losing. I 
I know we have got this 
| reputation but it is the 
.A. biggest load of rubbish 
ever. When we lose, it knocks 
me for six. 1 bring it home with 
me. It upsets my whole week. 
My whole week revolves 
around how we get on. Some 
people say they can't believe 
how much I ler it worry me. It 
affects the whole tone of train¬ 
ing. the whole mood around 
the dub. If you win on 
Saturday, you can’t wait to go 
in on Monday because every¬ 
body will be buzzing but when 
you get beat, it is awful. 


“Because of the talent we 
have got. people see that and 
they cannot believe how easily 
we have thrown it away in the 
past. I have to hold my hands 
up because we have done. Last 
year we were so near but yet so 
far. We ended up finishing 
fourth, which was a joke 
because at worst we should 
have been second and even 
that is not good enough for' 
Liverpool. 

“We do get things thrown at 
us but I do think people are too 
quick to jump on our backs but, 
that will never change until we 
go and win the league and 
prove to people that we care. It 
hurts, but I feel like I have said 
that until I am blue in the face. 

“As long as I know myself 
that I am doing everything 1 
can to make me a better player 
and work hard on a Saturday, 
then that is all that matters. 
The people that say all these 
things, they don’t know me 
and they don’t know the other 
lads. They just think they 
know you and I think there 
may be a hint of jealousy with 
some of the people who say 


those things.! honestly believe 
that we are not far away from 
getting it right 

"We are all in it together 
with the gaffer and the rest of 
the staff. We missed Paul lnce 
and Robbie against Barnsley. 
Being the genius that he is. 
Robbie always gets on the end 
of things in games like that. 
We are not far away from 
United really, but if we get one 
bad resulr then suddenly it's 
all gloom and doom and 
people saying we are rubbish 
again." 

Redknapp, who is person¬ 
able and as down to earth as 
his father, has been at Anfield 
for almost seven years now 
after Kenny Dalglish signed 
him from Bournemouth for 
£350,000 when he was 17. 
Gradually, he has matured 
into one of the best passers of 
the ball in the Premiership, a 
fact acknowledged by Hoddle. 
who has made no secret of his 
desire to use him in the role of 
sweeper because of his ability 
to hit long, searching passes. 

He has been cappki eight 
times for his country, includ¬ 


ing the game against Scotland 
in the European champion¬ 
ship that he transformed when 
Venables introduced him as a 
substitute. An injury later in 
that game and another last 
summer at Old Trafford in the 
international against South 
Africa have restricted his Eng¬ 
land appearances, but he is 
fully fit again now and back 
near the top of his form. 
Earlier this month, Hoddle 
invited him to train with the 
England squad, something 
commonly seen as a precursor 
to a full recall and a chance to 
stake his claim for a place in 
the World Cup squad of 22. 

Maybe then, if it has not 
happened already, people will 
rush to accept the reality that 
he is the genuine article. 
"Football is my life," he said. 
”It always has been. 1 speak to 
my Dad every day. maybe 
mice a day. without fail and 
99.9 per cem of the conversa¬ 
tion is about football. Some 
people might think that’s shal¬ 
low' but it’s always been my 
fife and nothing else interests 
me. That is the way it is." 


Everton fans vent fury at Johnson 


AT THE Everton training ground 
yesterday, a handful of schoolchildren 
and a distinctly bored-looking mongrel 
constituted the sum total of interest in 
the club that lies bottom of the FA 
Carling Premiership. How different it 
will be this afternoon. 

Merseyside Police have been given a 
warning that thousands of Everton 
supporters are planning a mass dem¬ 
onstration after the match at Goodison 
Park with Tottenham Hotspur. Hun¬ 
dreds of officers have been drafted in - 
and a cordon of stewards will be 
thrown around tire ground. 

The target for what will undoubtedly 
be a torrent of abuse, should Everton 
lose, is Peter Johnson, the Everton 
chairman. The supporters are angry 
that he has failed to put any money into 
the dub, tar his original investment 
when purchasing control from Lady 
Granchester, of the Moores family. 

More than 20.000 leaflets will be 
distributed before the game, urging 
supporters to protest against Johnson's 
reign. The text will demand that' 
Johnson “get out his chequebook, or 
get out". 

It is against this grim backdrop that 
Howard Kendall, the Everton manag¬ 
er, must prepare his side for a game 
that already looks significant in the 


By David Maddock 


struggle to avoid relegation from the 
Premiership. Everton’s tenure in the 
top division has continued uninter¬ 
rupted for 43 years and, despite the 
fears of supporters, the manager 
remains confident that the run will not 
be broken this season. “I can under¬ 
stand the frustration of the fans but we 


have no doubts and we are not even 
thinking about relegation," he said. 
“We are in a difficult position, but we 
have played three away games, two 
against teams in the top three in the 
country, and there has been little to 
choose between us." 

Whilst much morbid interest will be 



KendaU, centre, is facing growing unrest among Everton supporters 


centred'on Goodison Park this after¬ 
noon. Blackburn Rovers’ visit to Old 
Trafford tomorrow has captured the 
imagination of the football-viewing 
public. 

According to Roy Hodgson, the 
Blackburn manager, it is a chance for 
his squad not only to prove their 
championship credentials, but to settle 
a few old scores in the process. 

“There are players here who won the 
title three seasons ago who deserve far 
more credit for their role in that 
incredible success than they have 
received." he said. “They have been 
branded one season wonders and. 
more hurtfully, a one-man team. Well, 
now-that man [Alan Shearer] has gone, 
it is their chance to show it is rubbish." 

Hodgson continued the regeneration 
of Blackburn yesterday by securing 
Chris Sutton, his top goal scorer, on a 
new five-year contract that will take his 
wages to £20,000 a week, 

Roy Evans, the Liverpool manager, 
received some bad news yesterday 
when he learnt that his dub will be 
refused a work permit for Brad Friedel, 
the United States international goal¬ 
keeper. Friedel has not played enough 
matches for his country to justify 
dears nee by the Department for 
Education and Employment. 


Gullit goes to school with 
three Dutch masters 


EXPECT Total Football from 
Chelsea today. Nothing else 
will do after Ruud Gullit 
played host at the dub’s 
training ground this week to 
one of die greatest think-tanks 
(hat can ever have been 
assembled, opening the doors 
to three legends of the Hol¬ 
land team. Frank Rijkaard, 
Ronald Koeman and Johann 
Neeskens. 

That awesomely talented 
trio have joined their compa¬ 
triot in pursuit of a coaching 
certificate from the Dutch 
Football Association and they 
have been sitting their latest 
test under the watchful eye of 
assessors, and dumbstruck 
fens, at Stamford Bridge this 
week. 

“The three of them were at 
the Everton game and we 
came in the next day from 
9am to 6pra to discuss the 
good points, weaknesses, sol¬ 
utions. everything," Gullit, 
who was even filmed during 
his press conference yesterday 


By Matt Dickinson 

ly the eagle-eyed observers, 
said. 

“I want to get the Dutch 
badge because I know I still 
have much to leam about this 
job. I fell into it and until now 
I have been getting by on 
intuition. 

“The Dutch badge is very 
highly regarded across the 
world It means you can work 
anywhere you want The 
great thing about it is that it 
allows everyone to have their 
opinions on how to play the 
game. 

“It is about finding sol¬ 
utions to different problems. 
From what I understand, to 
get the badge in England you 
have to play in a certain way." 

Chelsea supporters are un¬ 
derstandably anxious that 
Gullit's pursuit of further 
education will pave the way 
for him to move abroad if not 
to his former club. AC Milan, 
who are going through up¬ 


heaval then to Holland as 
manager of the national team. 

Koeman. now assistant to 
the international team along 
with Neeskens. did little to 
end that speculation when he 
said “Ruud taking the certifi¬ 
cate would mean he could 
coach the national team and it 
is certainly a possibility. He is 
a great name around the 
world already but even he 
would admit he can learn 
more about the game. That is 
why we all take this badge." 

Gullit emphasised how¬ 
ever. that he could not be 
more content and claimed 
that there was no rush to sign 
a new contract at Stamford 
Bridge, even though his runs 
out next year. “1 am fully 
dedicated to working at Chel¬ 
sea." he said. “The opportune 
ty came up to take the qualifi¬ 
cation and it is good for the 
dub as well that I do it" 

Gullit is being offered a 
new three-year contract by 
Chelsea. 


Penalties that go on and on and... I Robson resists Shevchenko chase 


LOVE 'em or hate ’em, penalty 
shoot-outs play an increasing¬ 
ly derisive role in the congest¬ 
ed fixture lists of modern-day 
football. Sometimes, they are 
concluded in a trice: some¬ 
times, they go on for ever—as 
the youngsters of Bristol 
Rovers and Swindon Town 
will testify - . In their first-round 
replay in The Times FA Youth 
Cup on Thursday, which had 
ended in a 0-0 draw after extra 
rime. Rovers eventually went 
through 10-9 on penalties. It 
took 24 attempts to achieve the 
resulr. 

However, it is nor a record. 
In the first qualifying round of 
the FA Cup this season, after 
two"2-2 draws. Marlow defeat¬ 
ed Linlehampron 11-10 on spot 
kicks when Mark Howells, the 
Littlehampton goalkeeper, 

shot wide—the first miss after 
21 successes. It equalled Aider- 
shot’s 11-10 triumph against 
Fulham, in the Freight Rover 
Trophy in J9S7, and North 


Korea's 11-10 win against 
Hong Kong, in the Asian Cup 
in 1975. but was still some way 
short of die world best In 
Argentina in 19S8. ^ygentines 
Juniors beat Racing Club 
20-19. 

Taking flight 

Yeovil Town supporters and 
dub officials have decided to 
let the plane take the strain 
when they make the long trek 
to Gateshead for a Vauxhall 
Conference fixture this after¬ 
noon. They have chartered a 
flight to carry their 104-strong 
party’ from Bournemouth to 
Newcastle, travelling in rela¬ 
tive mm fori and arriving in 
good time for kick-off. No such 
jet-seiting for the Yeovil play¬ 
ers: they travelled by coach. 

Something fishy 

Bucharest’s 22-storey Inter¬ 
continental Hotel offers a fine 






Kampsofi 


view over the Romanian capi¬ 
tal, as several members of die 
Aston Villa party discovered 
when they stayed there before 
Villa’s Uefa Cup third-round 
tie against Steaua Bucharest 
on Tuesday. 

Had the mist not been so 
persistent, they could have 
seen even farther and perhaps 
caught a glimpse of the mag¬ 
nificent palace built by 
Nicolae Ceausescu. the former 
Romanian dictator. The 
hotel’s rooftop “restaurant 
offers fine food, too, especially 


sturgeon, in many guises, and 
zander. However, few diners 
were tempted to sample the 
grilled carp, just in 'case. 
On the menu, the middle 
two letters of the fish had 
been-printed the wrong way 
round. 

Name of the day 

Trabzonspor. of Turkey, have 
released two players after a 
series of poor league perfor¬ 
mances. Davor Vugrinec, die 
Croatian forward, has been 
unable To find a new club, but 
somewhat strangely, his for¬ 
mer team-mate has. Excelsior 
Mouscron, of Belgium, have 
opened talks with the glorious¬ 
ly named striker from Camer¬ 
oon, - Jean-Jacques Misse 
Misse. 

STRANGE BUT TRUE: 
London has more professional 
fooihall clubs than any city 
except Buenos Aires. 


By Russell Kempson 

ANDREI SHEVCHENKO, 
the Ukraine and Dynamo 
Kiev striker, is one of the most 
sought-after players in the 
world. His displays in the 
European Cup Champions' 
League, in which he has 
scored five goals in five match¬ 
es, have attracted several 
wealthy suitors. Manchester 
United and Newcastle Uffited 
included. 

Middlesbrough, though, 
have dropped out of the race. 
Bryan Robson, the manager, 
has watched Shevchenko play 
and has the funds readily 
available for the ridiculous, 
yet predictable. £12 million 
asking price, his disposal of 
players last summer having 
realised £21 million. 

Robson, though, is not inter¬ 
ested: Shevchenko is not his 
type. “He’s too similar to the 
players who are already here," 
Viv Anderson, Robson’s assis¬ 



Nationwide 


tant. said yesterday. “He is a 
name on our list and we've 
watched him. Bryan has gone 
to see him play, but we won't 
be following it up now." 

Instead. Middlesbrough 
have re-signed Jaime Moreno, 
their former Bolivian striker, 
on loan until Christmas. He 
scored 20 goals in 26 games 
for DC United in the United 
States and could move perma¬ 
nently to the Riverside Stadi¬ 
um in die new year. He is 
unlikely to feature in Middles¬ 
brough’s home game against 
West Bromwich Albion in the 
Nationwide League first divi¬ 
sion this afternoon. 


At the opposite end of the 
financial spectrum, Oxford 
United yesterday sold Bobby 
Ford. 23. their midfield player, 
to Sheffield United for 
£400.000. giving Oxford a ray 
of hope as they attempt to sort 
out debts of £10 million and 
losses or £800,000 a season. 

“What we have got to look at 
is the club going on." Denis 
Smith, the Oxford manager, 
said. “The club is far more 
important than any one indi¬ 
vidual. Bobby moving has 
kept the club going. He has 
gone to a bigger dub. Whether 
they are a bener dub, I don't 
know, but they are going for 
promotion and we wish him 
well. 

This transfer makes life a 
lot easier for us all. We can get 
paid, which is a nice way"to 
live your life when you are 
working" Ford made 115 
League appearances for Ox¬ 
ford, scoring seven goals. 

In contrast. Wrexham, the 


second division dub, have 
revealed that Brian Flynn, the 
manager, and other members 
of staff will share bonuses or 
almost £120.000 this year. 
Pryce Griffiths, the Wrexham 
chairman, told the club's an¬ 
nual meeting that it was the 
first time the incentive 
scheme, introduced four years 
ago, had produced such a 
healthy figure because Wrex¬ 
ham made a pre-tax profit of 
£480,000 last season. 

Fulham, apparently wal¬ 
lowing in the financial lar¬ 
gesse of Mohamed Al Fayed. 
The Craven Cottage benefac¬ 
tor. will not be able to field 
their latest signings — Alan 
Neilson. Paul' Trollope and 
Sieve McAnespie — against 
Preston North End at Deep- 
dale today. 

The registrations of the trio, 
who moved for a combined fee 
of almost £2 million, were 
received too late by the Foot¬ 
ball League yesterday. 
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MANCHESTER UNITED 
v 

BLACKBURN ROVERS 
Tomorrow, 3.0 (sold out) 


Oliver Holt 
Roy Hodgson, 
the Blackburn 
Rovers manager, 
was a watching 
admirer at Old 
Trafford last 
Thursday, when 
Manchester United eased 
through to the quarter-finals of 
the Champions' League. Yester¬ 
day. as the slanting rain beat 
against the windows of the 
Blackburn training headquar¬ 
ters, near Clitheroe. he was busy 
finalising plans to dethrone 
them. 

Buoyed by the news that Chris 
Sutton, the team's leading strik¬ 
er, has signed a contract to stay 
at the club until 2003. Hodgson 
was generous in his praise of 
Alex Ferguson, the United man¬ 
ager, but optimistic that Black¬ 
burn could beat their Lancashire 
rivals in Manchester tomorrdw 
and leap over them to the top of 
the FA Carling Premiership. 

Hodgson wifi be without Co/in 
Hendry, the stalwart central 
defender, who trudged out of 
training yesterday, but Rovers 
have maintained their early- 
season form, confounding those 
who said that their challenge 
would fade when injuries began 
to bite. 

"United are a marvellous 
team," Hodgson said. "A lot of 
the younger ones have come up 


through the ranks together. But I 
still believe we can beat them.” 

Against FC Kosice, a strolling 
United looked as if they were 
playing well within themselves, 
preserving some of their ener¬ 
gies for the match tomorrow, one 
of the dozen or so in the Premier¬ 
ship for which they know they 
must be at their best. It could 
have a bearing on the destina¬ 
tion of the title. 

United will be deprived of 
Paul Scholes. their most influen¬ 
tial and inspired player in recent 
games. Scholes ran the game for 
them against Kosice and his 
verve, his vision and his precise 
passing are bound to be missed, 
even by a dub with such vast 
resources. 

Ferguson has played Ronnie 
Johnsen in recent games so that 
he would be ready to replace 
Scholes when the suspension bit. 
Johnsen took the stage in central 
defence last Thursday, but he is 
likely to be pushed into central 
midfield alongside Nicky Burt 
tomorrow with Henning Berg 
regaining his place next to Gary 
Fillister. 

United are on fire at the 
moment, oozing with confidence 
and unshakeable self-belief that 
has been boosted even further by 
their Champions' League 
success. 

The last time they played a 
club one place below them. 
Arsenal, they lost. This time, it 
would be foolish to bet against 
them, although the absence of 
Scholar may cost them victory. 

MANCHESTER UNITED {probable; 4-4-2)- P 
Scftmetctel — G Nevflfe. H Bag. G Pabstar. P 
Nevfle — D Beckham H Jcfroen, N Bun. R 
Gtggs — E Shartngham. A Cola 
BLACKBURN ROVERS (probabkr, 4-4-2)- T 
Flamre — P Valeiy, S Henchcc. C Cotanan, J 
Kwxh — S Rfptey. T Shawod. G FWcratt. W 
McKmlay — C Sudan. K Gailflcher 
RtkxscAWhe 

■ TELEVISION: Tomorrow: High- 
lighls on Sky Sports, 12.30am. 

■ PREDICTION: Blackburn to halt 
United's rampage. 


CLIVE BRUNSNLL/ALLSPORT 


RICHARD PELHAM 



4 


4 



W 


w 








■ 


■fl 


■ 


Saintly progress: Gary Lineker played for Everton and Spurs during his pre-television career—bet he wouldn’t join them now 


THEY MIGHT BE GIANTS 

Everton v Spurs at Goodison Park 
today brings together two once un¬ 
disputed members of the Btg Five who 
have fallen on hard times. Here are 
sane reminders that nobody ts im¬ 
mune from the dreaded words They 
used to be a big dub, you know. 

1. Wanderers _ 

Five ot the first seven FA Cu ps, ou t 
unheard of since they scratched from a 
fis against Bart's Hospital in 1881-82 

2. Queen's Park 

Ten Scottish Cups in 20 years — aff 
before the turn of the century 

3. Preston North End 

"Proud" won the first /wo Football 
League championships. Oh. and Tom 
Finney played lor them as weR 

4. Huddersfield Town 

The first team to complete a champ¬ 
ionship hat-trick under Herbert Chap¬ 
man. Sadly not as successful after he 
left tor Highbury 

5. Blackpool 

Matthews, Mortensen In 1953 .. the 
tower and sticks of rock new 

8. Sunderland 

Almost did the 'Double In 1913 as one 
of six championships, reliant on Bob 
Stokoe's hat for highlights since 
7. Wolves 

Three titles to the 1950s. just Bull these 
. days 

& Portsmouth.'- 

Successive championships after the 
war— sunk without trace now 

9. Burnley 

Wntage claret in the 60s and 60s. Vm 
Ordinaire these days 

10. Manchester City 

Four trophies to three seasons with a 
centre forward catted Lee. Wonder 
what happened to him? 

11. Liverpool. 

Only joking, lads ■ 

Compiled by Richard Whitehead 




» 



Keith Pike 
A rare shaft of 
light in a season 
of gloom or a 
platform on 
which to build an 
unlikely escape 
route? Most prob¬ 
ably the former, but Barnsley's 
victory over Liverpool fast wok 
has instilled hope where little 
appeared to exist 
Has Danny Wilson, die man¬ 
ager, stumbled upon the secret of 
eternal FA Carling Premiership 
life? The truth is less fanciful. "We 
didn't want to get hammered any 
more," Ned Redfeam. their mid- 
field player, explained yesterday. 
“Now it is all about the next 
game." 

Victory over Leeds United to¬ 
day could lift Barnsley out of the 



BARNSLEY 

v 

LEEDS UNITED 
Today, 3.0 (sold out) 


bottom three. With Kewell un¬ 
available and Hopkin suspended, 
this may not be a bad time to be 
playing their Yorkshire rivals 
and a sell-out crowd at Oakwell 
will be willing them on. If public 
sympathy counts for anything, 
they should prosper. 


Everyone loves an underdog, 
but even more so when they 
possess the type of honesty that 
Andy Liddell displayed at Air¬ 
field. 

His refusal to go to ground 
under James's illegal challenge 
was rewarded instantly when his 
cross set up Ward’s winner, and 
may prove to be one of the most 
significant — as well as praise¬ 
worthy — moments of the season. 

BARNSLEY (posable; 4-4-2) L Lees® — N 
Eacton, A (to Zeeun, P Mario/edt □ Barnard — 
M BUtocK. E Tirftter. N Rodham. A Moses—A 
Lidded. Award 

LEEDS UNITED (possible. 4-4-2). N Mortyn — 
G Hale. DWetherall, L Radebe. D Robertson — 
G Kefy L Bowyei. AI Haalard, B FUbetu— JF 
Hasswbaink. R Wallace 
Referee: M Reed. 

■ TELEVISION: Today. Match of 
the Day. goal highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Barnsley revival 
to continue with a point. 



Mark 
Hodkinson 
The unlikely re¬ 
frain of Molly 
Malone could 
well ring out 
across the Rccbok 
Stadium today as 
Bolton Wanderers supporters 
bait their FA Carling Premiership 
visitors. Dublin might be a fair 
city where die girls are so pretty, 
but the Wimbledon fans prefer 
Merton. South London. 

Dean Holdsworth. the sage 
that he is. has already checked 
out of his hotel. The former 
Wimbledon player has heard that 
a coachload of nefarious jokers 
armed with eggs, scissors and 
ghetto-blasters-plan to meet him. 
When the two teams met in the 
Coca-Cola Cup earlier this sea- 



BOLTON WANDERERS 

WIMBLEDON 
Today, 3.0 


son, the Wimbledon squad pelted 
Holdsworth’S car with eggs. “It 
was a strange experience," he 
mumbled nervously. "I've heard 
they are going to take my clothes 
this time." 

Alan Kimble has recovered 
from a hamstring injury and 


Robbie Earle is back from inter¬ 
national duly with Jamaica. Bol¬ 
ton have Sellars in their squad 
after his three-match suspension. 

Players are leaving the Reebok 
at some rate. After John 
McGinJay’s defection io Bradford 
City. Steve McAnespie has joined 
Fulham for £100,000 and Simon 
Coleman looks sure to join Car¬ 
lisle United. Peter Beardsley, who 
played in the reserves this week, 
is reportedly unsettled. 

BOLTON WANDBIERS fprobobte: 4-4-2) K 
Branagar — G Bagsson, A Todd. M Ftsb. M 
Whitlow — j Poflcidc A Thompson. P Frandsen. 
M Johansen — D HoidGwarth, N Btaka 
WIMBLEDON teobatte. 4-4-2!) NSufflvan — K 
Curra^tam D Bfadwefl, C Perry. B Thatcher 
— M Hughes. N Ardtey. R Earle, V Jones — C 
Con. M Gayle 
Retofae: J Winter. 

■ TELEVISION: Today Match of 
the Day, goal highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Low-scoring draw. 


Russell 
Kempson 
David Burrows, 
the Coventry left 
back, could be ex¬ 
cused for having 
a nightmare this 
afternoon after a 
fraught few days. On Thursday 
he was going to Sheffield Wed¬ 
nesday, to be reunited with Ron 
Atkinson: yesterday, he wasnt. 

Mark Pembridge, the other 50 
per cent of the exchange deal, was 
unable to agree the personal 
terms of being sent to Coventry 
and the deal thus foundered, ft 
could be resurrected next week, 
but Burrows must forget all 
about lucrative signing-on fees 
for at least 90 more minutes as 
Leicester City pay a visit 
Hard to get too excited about 



COVENTRY CITY 

V 

LEICESTER CRY 
Today, 3.0 


this Midlands shindig, especially 
as Leicester have gone off the bod 
since attaining a nosebleeding 
third place in the Premiership 
two months ago. Martin CNeiU’s 
scrappers have won only once in 
six league outings and need to 
rediscover the early-season spirit 


that produced victories against 
Aston Villa and Liverpool and 
draws with Manchester United 
and Arsenal. 

Coventry have won only once 
in nine outings and are perhaps 
drifting towards another end-of- 
term dogfight. Ned Lennon al¬ 
most moved to Highfield Road 
from Crewe Alexandra for a fee of 
£750,(XX) two years ago but. 
wisely, chose Filbert Street in¬ 
stead. "I’ve no regrets," he said. 

COVENTRY CITY (piobabte, 4-4-2V S Oyizcwlc 
— R MiKsor. R Shaw, G freer, DButowj — P 
Teller. G McAAsier. P WBhama. M Hal — D 
Hucteftv 0 Dutafcn 

LHCESTER CITY (probably 3-5-2). K KeOer — 
S Pro. M EBidb, S Wobfi — P KaanaiK M tael 
N Lennon. S WHson. S Guppy — 5 Clandne. I 
Marshas 

Retaee: M Bodentum 

■ TELEVISION: Today Match of 
the Day. goal highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Low-scoring draw. 



Brian Glanvflle 

g§ Newcastle Unired 

. 4 * deserve in be pit- 

k . ' * PH ied rather than 
censured. How 
p can a team hope 

I V v«SR*4 to compete at top 
— 3 level after losing 

Alan Shearer and Fausrino 
Asprilla, two of the game's finest 
strikers? 

Today, for the FA Carling 
Premiership match against Crys¬ 
tal Palace at Selhunst Park, they 
hope to welcome back the influen¬ 
tial Rob Lee, who missed the 
midweek match in Barcelona 
because of a virus, but Darren 
peacock, who hurt an ankle in the 
Nou Camp, will not play. 

Palace, as Steve Coppell, their 
manager, admits, are far less 
potent at home than away. They 



CRYSTAL PALACE 

NEWCASTLE UNITED 
Today, 3.0 (sold out) 


seem like/y to be without their 
Italians. Lombardo and Pado- 
vano (who hurt his thigh away to 
Tottenham Hotspur on Monday), 
but Neil Shipperley and Bruce 
Dyer are in penetrating form, 
and the three-man defence is 
working welt, whde Kevin Miller, 


in goal made an outstanding 
save at White Hart Lane. 

On the Hanks. Edworthy and 
Gordon are attacking with 
pace and zest, while Paul 
Warhurst has strengthened the 
defence. 

Sooner or later. Palace will 
have to win at home and a 
depleted Newcastle could give 
them their chance. If Padovano 
does not make the cut. they will 
presumably use two strikers. 

CRYSTAL PALACE fprobabte; 3-5-21 K Minor 
— A Urtgha-i. P Wamurst H hredarHon — U 
Edworthy. S Rodger. A Roberts. C Veart D 
Gordon — B Cyer, N SmooUdy 
NEWCASTLE UNTIED (probable- 4-4-2) S 
t-tetop — A Pisawe. S Peace, P Afcert. J 
Boosted — S Wjbscbi. D Bally. R Lee. J D 
Tornaason — J Barrea. T Krtsbak 
Referee: M RBey 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
the Day, goal highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: A draw. 



CHELSEA 

DERBY COUNTY 
Today, 3.0 (sold out) 


Matt 

Dickinson 
Chelsea joint- 
top of the 
league for the?, 
first time since 
1978? Ruud 
Gullit, the 
player-manager, seemed un¬ 
aware of die statistic, or even 
the possibility, yesterday. He 
was, however, less than happy 
that Chelsea's FA Carling 
Premiership midweek win 
over Everton had been 
described as fortunate. “If we 
do not play so good and win. 
everyone says we are lucky," 
the Dutchman said. "If 
Manchester United do it, ev¬ 
eryone calls them clever. Luck 
does not come just by sitting 
on your chair and waiting to 
win the lottery. You have to 
work hard for it" 

Chelsea almost certainly 
will have to do so today 
against Jim Smith's Derby 
County side, sixth in the 
Premiership and likely to be , 
bolstered by the return of Igor j 
Stimac, the captain, and Rob¬ 
in van der Laan from injury. 

Fbr Chelsea. Steve Clarke 
may be absent with a calf 
injury, hut Frank Leboeuf is 
expected to have recovered 
from a groin problem. The 
Chelsea back four will have to 
be at their most watchful 
against a side who have 
scored six goals in their past 
two Premiership games, with 
Piaulo Wanchope probably the 
centre or attention. 

Gullit was in dismissive 
mood when it came to the 
Costa Rican. “You see players 
that have moments in a sea¬ 
son when everything is going 
well for them,” he said. "You 
can only really judge over the 
whole campaign." 

Much the same can be said 
of Chelsea, even if they 'do 
draw level with Manchester 
United today. Not that Gullit 
seemed bothered. “It is still too 
early for us. Fbr me it is not 
important whether we are in 
first or third place. I just want 
to be in the top five For the next 
few months. That is when it 
gets really important.” 

CHELSEA (probable, a -4-71 E (to Goev — 

B Lorrtoui*,, F lobOUll. M OutXrTf, C 
Banayero — D Peoescu. R Di Mazieo. D 
Wte. J Moms — M Hugfiss. G Zola. 

DERBY COUNTY 14-3-3) M Poom — C 
PemcU, i Simac. R van oe» Laan. C Daffly — 

M Salts. S Eiama D Pcjefl—P Wanchope, 

F Baano, D SJumOga 
FMsrae; PQurfon 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match 
of the Day. BBC1 10.50pm, 
extended highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Chelsea to 
win by the odd goal 


ON MONDAY 


Brilliant insights or hopeless 
guesses? Check our writers’ 
predictions against their . 
weekend match reports 




David Maddock 

A lost cat recently 
came home on 
Merseyside l after 
going missing for 
seven years — 
and keeled over 
and died. - 
One suspects that a similar, 
albeit metaphorical, fate awaits . 
Howard Kendall, die Everton 
manager. Bottom of the table, 
barely a bean for new players and 
a squad so demoralised — he 
should never have gone back. 

A real sense of pessimism has 
settled over Everton this season. 
Desperate supporters are prepar¬ 
ing a justice campaign, with 
, T-shirts* bearing the plea: “Free; • 
the Goodison 30,000". Maybe 
some should read: "Slaved Bilic is 
innocent". Sent off again in . 



EVERTON 

v 

TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 
Today, 3.0 


midweek, this most important of 
players in the fight fbr FA Carling 
Premiership survival will serve 
his second ban within the space^ 
of a month. ^7 ^ 

Tottenham Hotspur have simi¬ 
lar problems and one suspects 
that they will not be eased by the 


arrival of Christian Gross as 
manager. Some of the players at 
White Hart Lane are unlikely to 
take kindly to being told they are 
unfit both physically and 
spiritually. 

Expect a few of the more 
saleable ones to jump ship during 
the next few months, with David 
Ginola and Sol Campbell leading 
the charge., 

EVERTON Jpobebte; 5-3-2): N Southal — T 
Thomas, CTter.S Bte. C Short. A Hinchcffle — 
M Wand. □ WBamaon, G Speed — D Ferguson, 
□ Cadamaneri. 

TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR (probable; 4-4-2): I 
Water—S Chit. R Vega, Sbamplxfl. A Sinton 
—DAnctertoroSOernarKB. ANtetsen. DGawla 
— L RntBnand. S iwreen. 
fWurot. PJanaa 

mTHEMSIQN: -Today; .Match of 
nJtieDay, Wended highlights. 

- ■ PREDICTION: Possibly the most 
nervous draw in the history of 
football. 


Peter Robinson 
Whoever writes 
Ron Atkinson’s 
scripts should, in 
all fairness, make 
his talents more 
widely available. 
As it is, Atkinson 
swaggers through life from one 
high to the next, his troughs 
overlooked. Tike last Saturday, 
his return to Sheffield Wednes¬ 
day: a win was obligatory, so 
Arsenal, wannabe champions, 
sent some reserves along to make 
up the chorus line. Who scored 
die goals? Who cares? There was 
only one star of the show. 

. It is a show that now rolls into 
humbler surroundings and. 
strangely, a truer test of the job 
awaiting Atkinson. Southampton 
may have lost to Chelsea’s re- 




SOUTHAMPTON 

v 

SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY 
Today, 3.0 (sold out) 


serves in the Coca-Cola Cup. but, 
on their day, they are not a bad 
side. On an off day, they can be 
awful, but this is a home game 
and they are, fbr once, at foil 
strength, with Ostenstad a likely 
substitute after recovering from 
ankle surgery. He is unlikely to 


replace Hirst, who has something 
of a point to prove to the club 
that sold him to Southampton for 
£2 million earlier this season. 

Wednesday had hoped to field 
Burrows, the Coventry City left 
back, but Pembridge failed to 
agree terms to move in the 
opposite direction so the transfer 
stalled. Pembridge is thus avail¬ 
able today, although Atkinson 
may prefer Briscoe, who shows 
no sign of leaving, instead. 

SOUTHAMPTON (probable; 4-3-1-2)- P Jones 

— J Dodd, K Monfcu, C Lunctotaom. F Benafi 

— M Oakley. C Palmer. K Rtahaidson — M Lb 
T ssier — K Davtea, D rtrst 

SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY (prababtK 4-4-2)- K 
Pressmen — 1 Nolan, □ Water, J Newsome, L 
Snecoe — G Wtuttagham,- J MagHon. P 
ABKrtan, P Rudf — P dfCanio. A Boom. 
R&erw: S Dunn 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
the Day, goal highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Home win. 


* 




Ivo Tennant 
After West Ham 
United's defeat at 
Elland Road last 
Sunday. Harry 
Redknapp. the 
manager, de¬ 
clared that his 
team were “all singing and danc¬ 
ing and looking forward to a long 
journey home". 

How, then, will they feel if they 
defeat Aston Villa in their FA 
Carling Premiership match at 
Upton Park today and have only 
a short trip back to their families? 
Perhaps it would be best not to 
inquire. 

West Ham. of course, are a 
decidedly different proposition at 
home — at least when Berkovic is 
concentrating on his impressive 
game. Kitson. whom Hartson, in 




WEST HAM UNITED 
v 

ASTON VILLA 
Today, 3.0 (sold out) 


particular, has missed, is dose to 
regaining foil fitness and could be 
included among the substitutes. 

Aston VDIa, beaten by Steaua 
Bucharest in the Uefa Cup in 
midweek, will still be without 
Taylor, who is suspended for 
three matches, but Currie may 


return to the squad. Indeed, on 
account of injuries, Brian Little, 
now into his fourth year as their 
manager, will be selecting his 
team from a squad of 17 players. 

Little will be pleased greatly by 
news that Southgate, who was 
expected to be out of action ftrt a 
month because of an injury 
sustained during England’s 
friendly with Cameroon, could be 
fit for the dub’s return fixture 
against Steaua on December 9. 


-- ■ mvwux, »> runs, i roaoe. I 

Uraworth — F Umpofd, S Lomas. A tmpoy— 
Bari'ffl lc—S Abut J Hartson ^ 
ACTON VHXA uaoeabte: 3-4-1-2). M Oe*«3- 
U SSaunlan. R SOmeca - G 

FNB1SOT. Mftaper.AWriBhl —DYorks-J 
Coflymora. S MBosevte. 

Referac: P Alcodk 


■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
the Day. extended highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: A draw. 


* 



Rob Hughes 
Can this still be 
November, with 
Arsenal and Liv¬ 
erpool already 
stretched to 
breaking-point, 
struggling to stay 
the FA Carling Premiership pace 
with Manchester United? 

Liverpool’s visits to Highbury 
are usually declarations of 
championship intent. Arsenal 
have scored only twice, and 
gained a solitary point, in six 
league matches against them. 
However. Bergkamp and Wright 
would scarcely decline such gifts 
as the goal Berger handed Barns¬ 
ley last Saturday. 

Liverpool no longer trust their 
defence, hence a trip by Roy 
Evans, the manager, to Norway 



ARSENAL 

v 

LIVERPOOL 
Tomorrow. 4.0 (sold out) 


fast Thursday to see Erik Hoftun, 
2S, the disciplined left-sided de¬ 
fender, and Vegard Heggam, 22 , 
the right back, combine as 
Rosenborg Mocked out Real Ma¬ 
drid. Leads United are also 
interested in Hoftun. 

Evans, meanwhile, rues the 


u, u ™.,uuiic uiax uepnves Liver¬ 
pool of I nee’s midfield bite and 
Fowler’s finish. Both are sus¬ 
pended, but tell Arsenal about 
aa f" nu l a f e d suspensions! Arse¬ 
nal have incurred more than 100 
yellow cards in the past 13 
months. Bould and Grixnandi are 
under suspension, although 
Bergkamp returns, as does Petit 
Injuries to Vieira and Parlour 
also bedevil Arsenal's continuity. 

D Saeman - L 

7 ~SMdtenamaii. p Berner. J Redknapp. O 

* ^P^SION: Tomorrow. Live 
on Sky Sports 1 , from 3pm. 

■f£!£ !CT,ON: A draw, with 
goals please. 
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FOOTBALL SATURDAY 


To ignore Ginola’s 
ambition would 
be a Gross mistake 


I am not sure that David Ginola 
and Christian Gross had even 
shaken hands at Tottenham 
Hotspur before everyone was 
assuming that David would be 
the first casualty of the new 
regime. If Gross is even half the 
ooach that he is reputed to be, he 
will not be so hasty in his 
judgment. 

1 should declare an interest. 
David and 1 spent two years 
together al Toulon as teenagers 
and he is one of my best friends. It 
is strange to think that we have 
ended up in the FA Carling 
Premiership together a decade 
later because, at that time, his 
career was about to take off while 
mine almost came to a very 
premature end, the dub releasing 
me as a 19-year-oid, after which I 
spent .two years out of the game. 

Football is the last topic of 
conversation when we socialise in 


London These days, but I know 
enough about the situation at 
Spurs to say that David, contrary 
to widespread belief, will not be 
dreading Gross's arrival. 

Gross’s strengths seem typical of 
Germanic coaches, with discipline, 
fitness and organisation his key 
punts. He reminds me of the 
German manager we used to have 
at Strasbourg, who made us train 
in tracksuits from.head to toe, even 
in the heat of summer. He would 
not even let us unzip the tops! One ■ 
dayT our goalkeeper", tairitai^ 
through dehydration — but that -, 
coach led us to promotion and. 
when you are winning games, you 
tolerate anything. 

Zt will be the same for the Spurs 
players and David mil be as 
happy as anyone to work if it 
changes the dub's fortunes. That 
may surprise those people who 
have a fixed idea of him, but he is 


one of those players whom' people 
love to talk.about without really 
. knowing the man, or die facts. 

I know it has hurt him not to be 
in the international squad and he 
does care passionately about his 
football. Anyone who does not 
believe that should have seen us in 
training at Toulon all those years 
.ago. We were supposed to be best 
friends, but we almost had 3 fight 
one day over a hard tackle, 
spending the rest - of the game 
.looking for revsig& : Luckily; we 
Tiave made up since. 

■ Happy to be in shadows 
The pressure on gifted players to 
perform every week is just the 
same at Chelsea, particularly for 
someone like Gianfranco Zda. 1 
.spoke to him after the game 
against Gverton on Wednesday 
and he was saying that he felt 
great in the warm-up and the start 



of die game. Then, without warn¬ 
ing, after 25 minutes he just felt 
that power drain out of him. 

Thafhappens to all of us and 
you cannot put your finger on it. 
You just have to keep'trying your 
hardest and hope the feeling comes 
bade. That is exactly what Franco 
did and we ended up with a 2-0 
win on Wednesday, despite not 
playing as well as we can. 

It has lifted us to third in the 
table, so these are exciting times 
for us all. although you can be sure 
there will no talk of champion¬ 
ships at Stamford Bridge, even if 
we beat Derby County today and 


go level on points with Manchester 
United. No one is mentioning us as 
genuine title challengers and we 
are more than happy with that 
situation. Let everyone concentrate 
on United. Arsenal and Liverpool 
and leave us in peace. That is how 
we like it. 

■ Dutch masterclass 
It is easy to forget that professional 
players are also still football 
supporters at heart and T felt 
like rushing to find an autograph 
book at the training ground this 
week. Outside with our manager. 
Ruud Gullit, were Frank Rijkaard. 


Ronald Koeman and Johann 
Neeskens. all supervising a youth 
team training session. It*is hard to 
think of a more talented quartet 
and the young guys must have 
thought they had died and gone to 
heaven. Neeskens, in particular, 
was a boyhood hero of mine. The 
way he struck the ball, sometimes 
even seeming to have his eyes 
dosed, made an impact on me 
even as a six-year-old watching the 
1974 World Cup. 

The four of them a re taJki ng their 
Dutch coaching certificate and 
their sessions at Chelsea were part 
of that programme. Luckily, they 
had not brought their boots, 
because they looked like they could 
have put together a mean five-a¬ 
side team, with their compatriot, 
De Goey, in goal. 

■ Platini injustice 
I see there has been a poll for an 
International Hall of Fame and I 
was amazed to see Michel Platini 
not only exduded from the Top five 
but way down in eighteenth place. 
It is a scandal! 

For me. there are three greats — 
Pde. Maradona and Platini. After 
that, there are the rest. When 
Juventus fans voted last season for 
the best player to have worn the 
black-and-white shirt Platini was 
comfortably the winner — and 
there have been quite a few stars 
through that particular club. 

I remember when he played his 


testimonial seven or eight years 
ago and. at the end of the game, 
Maradona rushed up to him to 
change shirts. You do not get much 
higher respect than that. Then 
there was the time that he played 
at Wembley just at the end of his 
career and came off shortly before 
the end of the game to a standing 
ovation. A Frenchman dapped off 
at the home of English football? 
Thar is indeed a rare accolade! 

People seem to have forgotten 
just how good he was. We all have 
bias towards our own countrymen, 
but I cannot believe Platini was not 
ranked higher. Anyone care to 
disagree? 

■ Family comes firs! 

Apologies for finishing bn a down¬ 
beat note, but 1 could not let this 
column pass without a mention of 
the horrific massacre in Luxor 
recently. I had been hoping to take 
my family to Egypt on holiday in 
the near future and had even been 
reading extensively about the 
country's past in readiness. 

I find it a fascinating place, but 
the andent words of Rameses 
about everyone being equal and 
giving their best for the good of the 
country seem empty now. Like 
Israel, where I have been invited 
by friends but turned down the 
invitation because of worries about 
the safety of my children, Egypt is 
now a no-go area. How can we 
stop this barbarism? 
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0 

18 

3 

2 

4 

2 

12 

14 

. 5. LEEDS ^ 


&& 


Sis 

■ft -tVr 


13 

ii 

4 

'■■■$; 

■ 2 

10 

- 6 

6. DERBY COUNTY (8) 

14 

23 

+8 

5 

2 

0 

17 

5 

2 

0 

5 

11 

15 

7. LEICESTER CITY (7J ' , J 

‘ 

15 

-'-i ! 

~ V-=V --- : - 

; +5 


Im 

? 

H 

8 

3 

. i 

2 

8 

6 

8. UVERPOOL (6) 

14 

22 

+ 11 

5 

0 

2 

18 

6 

1 

4 

2 

7 

8 

9. NEWCASTLE UTD (10) 




• 

5 

>•21 
- .- :S.- 

^•1 

12 

9 

-1 

•;-i; 

2 

4 

7 

10. CRYSTAL PALACE (12) 

14 

19 

-1 

0 

3 

3 

4 

9 

5 

. i 

2 

10 

6 

11. WIMBLEDON (9) 

^is ; - 


-2 

JrE: 

■f'k 

:•'5 

io 

14 

3 

• ? 

- • w. : 

i 

8 

6 

12. ASTON VILLA (15) 

15 

18 

-6 

3 

i 

3 

8 

12 

2 

2 

4 

7 

9 

13. COVENTRY CITY (11) i 

" . " * , ...... * ; T . ‘ .T T*". -7*’ 


!#: 



6 

5-i-O; 

10 

8 


2 

' 4 

3 

11 

14. SOUTHAMPTON (13) 

15 

16 

-5 

4 

1 

3 

13 

10 

1 

0 

6 

5 

13 

15. WEST HAM UTD (14) ; 

*:%At 

• ;.i 

16 


4 

ftf; 

1 

10 

4 

1 


7 

8 

20 

16. SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY (19) 

15 

15 

-10 

4 

1 

3 

15 

12 

0 

2 

5 

10 

23 

17. TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR (IQ: 

i.!..• .'J- 

srn 

-11 

. ’ - : 

r;:2 

3 

7 

8 

0 

2 

5 

4 

14 

18. BOLTON WANDERERS (18) 

14 

13 

-11 

1 

4 

1 

3 

3 

1 

3 

4 

7 

14 

19. BARNSLEY (2b) ^ 

15 





4 

6 

15 

2 

0 

6 

6 

25 

20. EVERTON (17) 

15 

12 

-9 

3 

1 

3 

11 

11 

0 

2 

6 

5 

14 


LAST 10 
MATCHES 
W-D-L 

5-3-2 

4-5-1 

5-1 - 4r 

CM 

■ 

CO 

IO 

7-1-2 

5-2-3 

4-3-3 

5-2-3 

4-3-3 

3-4-3 

4-2-4 

4-3-3 

2-6-2 

4-1-5 

3-0-7 

3-2-5 

1-3-6 

1-5-4 

2-1-7 

2-2-6 



wi 

W2 

WI 

LI 

W3 

WI 

D1 

LI 

WI 

WI 

LI 

WI 

LI 

LI 

L3 

W2 

L4 

DI 

WI 

L4 


Goals scored 

Avge 

1. Manchester Utd 

36 

2.40 

2. Chefsea 

31 

2.07 

3. Arsenal 

30 

2.00 

4. Derby 

28 

2.00 

5. Blackburn 

27 

1.80 

6. Liverpool 

25 

- 1.79 

7. Sheffield Wed 

25 

1.67 

8. Leeds 

23 

1.53 

9. Newcastle 

16 

1.33 

10. Leicester 

19 

1.27 

11. West Ham 

18 

1JZ7 

12. Southampton 

18 

1.20 

=. Wimbledon 

18 

120 

14. Everton 

16 

1.07 

15. Aston Vlfia 

15 _ 

1.00 

16. Crystal Palace 

14 

1.00 

17. Coventry 

13 

0.87 

18. Barnsley 

12 

0.80 

19. Tottenham 

11 

- 0.73 

20. Bolton 

10 

0.71 

' DEFENCES 

%*?; 

Goals conceded 

Avge 

1. Manchester Utd 

12 

0.80 

2. Blackburn 

13 

0.87 

3. Leicester 

14 

0^3 

4. Liverpool 

14 

' 1.00 

5. Crystal Palace 

15 

1.07 

6. Arsenal 

17 

1.13 

=. Chelsaa 

17 

1.13 

=. Leeds 

17 

1.13 

9. Coventry 

19 

127 

10. Newcastle 

IB 

1J33 

11. Wimbledon 

20 

1^3 

12. Aston Villa 

21 

1.40 

13. Derby 

20 

1.43 

14. Tottenham 

22 

1.47 

15. BoHon 

.21 

130 

16. Southampton 

23 

1.53 

17. West Ham 

24 

1.60 

t8l Everton 

25 

1.79 

19. Sheffield Wed 

35 

233 

20. Bamstey 

40 

2.87 


Goals per half 


1st - 2nd 


Arsenal 

Aston Wla 

Barnsley 

Blackburn 

Bolton 

Chelsea 

Coventry 

Crystal Palace 

Derby 

Evert on 

Leeds Utd 

Leicester 

Liverpool 

Manchester Utd 

Newcastle 

Sheffield Wed 

Southampton 

Tottenham 

West Ham 

Wimbledon 


19 
6 
7 

20 

5 
14 

6 
7 

13 
6 

14 

7 
6 

16 

8 
12 

7 

6 

4 

5 


11 

9 

5 

7 

5 

17 

7 

7 
IS 
10 

9 

12 

19 

20 

8 

13 
11 

5 

14 
13 


Goals 


Bergkamp (Arsenal) 10 

Sutton (Blackburn). 10 

Wright (Arsenal) 9 

Baiano (Derby) 9 

Cole (Manchester Utd) 8 

Hartson (West Ham) 8 

Carbone (Sheffield Wed) 7 

Davies (Southampton) 7 

Dublin (Coventry) 7 

GaJIacher (Blackburn) 7 

Shenngham (Manchester Utd) 7 
Wallace (Leeds) 7 

Fowler (Liverpool) 6 

Wanchope (Derby) 6 

Barnes (Newcastle) 5 

Berkovic (West Ham) 5 

Cort (Wimbledon) 5 

Di Canto (Sheffield Wed) 5 

Marshall (Leicester) 5 

Speed (Everton) 5 







Clean 

Fatted 

Attendance 

Average 

*fufl 

Attendance 

p 

Average 


sheet 

to score 

Arsenal 

37,984 

35,925 

99% 

Arsenal 

8 

29,169 

Arsenal 

6 

4 

Aston Villa 

91% 

Aston Villa 

8 

27,530 

Aston Villa 

4 

6 

Barnsley 

18,419 

100% 

Barnsley 

8 

29,791 

Barnsley 

3 

6 

Blackburn 

23,952 

76% 

Blackburn 

7 

25,062 

Blackburn 

7 

2 

Bolton 

24,138 

97% 

Botton 

8 

22,016 

Bolton 

5 

6 

Chelsea 

32,745 

98% 

Chelsea 

9 

30,247 

Chelsea 

6 

2 

Coventry 

18,926 

80% 

Coventry 

7 

27,227 

Coventry 

5 

6 

Crystal Palace 

22,166 

84% 

Crystal Palace 

8 

26,915 

Crystal Palace 
Derby 

4 

3 

5 

3 

Derby 

Everton 

24,293 

35,421 

81% 

88% 

Derby 

Everton 

7 

8 

28,350 

28,356 

Everton 

Leeds Utd 

' 4 

6 

Leeds 

Leicester 

34,982 

20,225 

87% 

94% 

Leeds 

Leicester 

7 

6 

23,933 

29,875 

Leicester . 
Liverpool 
Manchester Utd 

Newcastle 
Sheffield Wed 
Southampton 

4 

2 

Liverpool 
• Manchester Utd 

36,891 

55,122 

97% 

98% 

Liverpool 
Manchester Utd 

7 

8 

28,906 

30,892 

4 

1 

1 

Newcastle 

36,708 

100% 

Newcastle 

4 

29,990 

4 

Sheffield Wed 

25,726 

65% 

Sheffield Wed 

7 

30,705 

3 

6 

Southampton 

15,165 

99% 

Southampton 

7 

31,393 

4 

9 

Tottenham 

28,196 

79% 

Tottenham. 

7 

28,220 

West Ham 

1 

3 

West Ham 

25,305 

07% 

West Ham 

9 

23,358 

Wimbledon 

2 

4 

Wimbledon 

17,010 

65% 

Wimbledon 

6 

27,771 


Cards Issued 


Yellow Red 


1. Everton 33 3 

2. Arsenal 34 1 

3. Bolton 30 3 

4. Coventry 31 1 

=. C Palace 31 1 

=. Leeds Utd 31 1 

7. Chelsea 28 3 

8. West Ham 31 0 

9. Derby 29 0 

10. Sheffield Wed 26 2 

11. Blackburn 25 2 

12. Tottenham 24 1 

13. Southampton 25 0 

14. Manchester Utd* 24 0 

=. Wimbledon 24 0 

16. Liverpool 22 1 

17. Barnsley 21 0 

18. Leicester 18 1 

19. Newcastle 17 1 

20. Aston Villa 16 1 

- red card acvtngraded ic yeGovr 
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CAUTIONS, 

v•-::R’EFEREES . 


Cards Issued 
P Yellow Red 


1. S Dunn 

2. G Willard 

3. M Reed 

4. D Bleray 

5. P Durkin 

6. P AJcock 

7. G Ashby 

B. M Bodenham 
9. G Barber 

10. J Winter 

11. U Rennie 

12. G Poll 

13. N Barry 

14. M Riley 

15. P Jones 

16. K Burge 

17. D Gallagher 

18. A Wilkie 

19. S Lodge 


5 

8 

5 

7 

10 

7 

8 

7 

8 
9 
8 
9 
8 
7 

7 

8 
9 
8 
9 


25 

37 

23 

32 

42 

30 

31 
28 
30 

32 

30 

31 
25 
20 

19 
23 
23 

20 
19 


INTERNET 


FA Premiership clubs' official wbsltes 


Arcana] 
Aston VBta 


www.arseriBLco.uk 

www.astDmeB-fcxo.uk 


wnvw yuvk&htra-wob. co .uWbfc/bfcJilml 


Blackburn 

Bolton 

Chelsea 

Coventry 

C Palace 

Derby 

Everton 

Leeds 

Labes) er 

Liverpool 

Mai Utd 

Newcastle 

Shefl Wad 

Southampton 

Tottenham 

m-. I lifini 

Wed MaTTf 

Wimbledon 

FA Premferehlp 


wwwjovais.co.iei 

wwwJxjBonwte.co.uk 

www.ehelseafcxo.uk 

www. c c te . c o.uk 

www.q3toxo.uk 

evertontojneneyworld.com 

www.liJlc.eo.uk 

wwwJcfc.eo.uk 

wwwxkyxo.ukftsponi/rnanu 

www.nawca£tl&otd.oauk/Rufc 

wwwxotoiuicjjk/-saints 

WWW.3ptlT3X0.uk 

www.wBsthwnunlKKlco.idc 



TODAY 

Ktck off 30 unless slated ■ denotes aB-uchei 
Pools coupon numbers In brackets 
In Premiership foctuos. t denotes sold our. 
otherwise seats available 
FA Carting Premiership 

( 1 ) t Barnsley v Leeds ... . 

(2) BoD on v Wimbledon. 

(3) t Chelsea v Derby. 

|4J Coventry v Leicester 

[5] *t Crystal Palace v Newcastle .. . 

[Si Everton v Tottenham. 

t Southampton v Sheffield Wednesday 
t West Ham v Aston Villa 
Nationwide League 
First division 

(9) Birmingham v Portsmouth . 

(10) Bradford v Noiwich. 

(11) Huddersfield v Bury . 

(12) Ipewchv Nottm^iam Forest. 

(13) Middlesbrough v West Bromwich. 

(14) CXford Utd v Pori Vale . 

115) Sheffield Utd v Crewe . . 

(16) Stockport v Manchester Cdy . 

(17) Stoke v Readng. .... 

(18) Sunderland v Tranmete . 

(19) Wolverhampton v Queens Park Rangers 


s 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

Nottm Fmesi . 

19 

11 

5 

3 

31 

16 

3B 

West Bnwnwicrt 

18 

11 

4 

3 

2 2 

13 

37 

MiddlestomuEto 

13 

to 

S 

3 

32 

16 

35 

* Swindon 

19 

10 

4 

5 

26 

24 

34 

Sheffield Utd 

17 

8 

8 

1 

2 S 

14 

32 

’ Charlton .. . 

18 

8 

5 

5 

35 

28 

29 

Stackport. 

19 

8 

8 

8 

30 

25 

29 

Sundarfand . 

18 

7 

6 

5 

26 

21 

27 

Port Vale 

10 

7 

5 

7 

25 

23 

26 

OPR 

18 

7 

5 

6 

23 

28 

26 

WoNerhatnpton 

18 

7 

5 

6 

21 

20 

26 

Stoke . . 

18 

7 

S 

6 

21 

21 

26 

Bradford 

19 

6 

8 

8 

17 

18 

26 

Bcmingham 

19 

5 

7 

7 

18 

16 

22 

Nonwch 

18 

6 

4 

8 

16 

27 

m 

Tranmare . . 

18 

6 

3 

9 

26 

» 

21 

Bury . .. . 

19 

4 

9 

e 

21 

27 

21 

jpswch .. .. 
Cieue. 

17 

19 

4 

5 

7 

3 

6 

It 

20 

22 

21 

30 

19 

18 

Man cay. 

18 

4 

6 

8 

21 

21 

18 

Reading 

Oxford Utd . 

19 

4 

6 

9 

17 

20 

IB 

19 

4 

5 

to 

21 

28 

17 

Portsmouth 

17 

3 

S 

9 

20 

28 

14 

Huddersfield 

19 

3 

5 

11 

14 

32 

14 


wifir.fiKHr11ng.cam 


■does not Include bsi mphr's march 
Second division 

(20) Brenttord v Wrexham 

(21) Bnslol Rovers v MillwaH . 

(22) Burnley v Northampton 
(23l Garfete v Bristol City . 

(241 ChesterfieWv Soul hend . 

(251 Gillingham v Grimsby. 

(26) Plymouth v CHdham . 

(27) Preston v Fuham. 

1 28) Walsall v Blackpool 


Warlord 
Brwol Cxy 
MftwaU 
Northampton 

York. 

Chestrileid . 

Odham . 

Blackpool 
Bournemouth 
Wrexham 
FuBum . .. 

Gangham 
Bristol Rov 
Preston 
Grimsby. 

Wycombe 
Plymouth 
Walsall . 

Wigar 
Southend 
Burnley . . 

Brentford. 

Luton 
Carlsto 

Third division 
(32) Ba 
133) Cs 

(34) CarttH v Scarborough 

(35) Chester v Exeter 

(36) Hull v Doncasler . 

(37) Lincoln v Macclesfield. 

(36) Mansfield v Leyton Orient 
(39) Notts County v Peterborough 
1—j Rochdale v Torquay .. 

(—j Rotherham v Colchester 
l—j Sairvhorpe v Brighton . 


Lncoin . 
Peteitiotaugh 
Exeter .. . 
Notts County 
Scunthorpe 
Hartlepool . 
Chester. 
Barnet. 
Macclesfield 
Rotherham 
Scarborough 
Cotetwstar . 
Shrewsbury 
Card HI. . .. 
Torquay . . 
L Orem 
Mansfield . 
Rochdale 
Canto Uld 
Darlington 
Swansea.. .. . 
Hoi 

Brighton . 

Doncaster 


v Wigan . 

* v Bournemouth 


... . 


uion 



... . 


.. .. 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

19 

14 

3 

2 

33 

12 

45 

. 19 

IS 

3 

4 

32 

16 

38 

18 

9 

5 

4 

26 

13 

32 

19 

8 

7 

4 

22 

13 

31 

. 19 

a 

5 

6 

25 

22 

29 

19 

7 

a 

4 

21 

17 

29 

19 

7 

7 

£ 

31 

26 

28 

. 19 

8 

4 

7 

28 

30 

28 

19 

7 

7 

5 

22 

20 

28 

. IB 

7 

6 

5 

25 

21 

27 

19 

7 

6 

6 

22 

19 

27 

. 19 

7 

E 

7 

24 

26 

26 

19 

6 

7 

6 

25 

25 

25 

19 

7 

4 

8 

22 

17 

25 

. 18 

6 

6 

6 

21 

18 

24 

19 

9 

G 

8 

27 

32 

21 

. 19 

4 

8 

7 

24 

27 

20 

18 

5 

£ 

8 

19 

23 

20 

18 

5 

4 

9 

24 

31 

19 

. 19 

5 

4 

10 

IB 

35 

19 

19 

3 

8 

8 

20 

27 

17 

19 

4 

5 

10 

19 

32 

17 

IS 

4 

5 

9 

17 

28 

17 

19 

4 

4 

11 

23 

35 

16 

□arUngior 
ge Utd v Hartlepool 




P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

18 

10 

6 

3 

20 

14 

36 

19 

9 

8 

2 

X 

17 

35 

19 

9 

7 

3 

28 

20 

34 

19 

9 

7 

3 

26 

19 

34 

19 

9 

6 

4 

28 

22 

33 

19 

7 

10 


28 

19 

31 

19 

9 

3 

7 

29 

24 

30 

19 

8 

5 

6 

29 

26 

29 

19 

7 

8 

4 

27 

19 

29 

19 

7 

7 

5 

30 

28 

28 

19 

6 

3 

8 

30 

29 

27 

10 


8 

6 

27 

25 

27 

19 

7 

5 

7 

31 

20 

26 

19 

5 

11 

3 

19 

18 

26 

19 

6 

7 

6 

20 

29 

25 

19 

6 

6 

7 

19 

19 

24 

19 

e 

5 

8 

25 

24 

23 

19 

7 

2 

10 

24 

24 

23 

16 

4 

9 

6 

26 

27 

21 

19 

A 

8 

7 

23 

28 

20 

16 

5 

2 

12 

20 

31 

17 

10 

A 

3 

12 

23 

37 

15 

19 

2 

6 

11 

13 

28 

12 

19 

0 

6 

13 

12 

45 

6 


COVERAGE 


B 8 C 1 : Today: Match or the Day. horn 
10 SOpm (repealed torrarrm at 7 20aml. 
EUROSPOHT: Today: Asia/Oceania rone 
play-oil. second leg. Auslraka v Iran, from 
Sam ( bvel 

SKY SPORTS: 1 : Tomorrow: Goals cm 
Sunday Ham. PiwmarshJp. LiMspooi v 
Arsenal (ln»i. from 3pm. Scottish Cora 


Coca-Cola Cup final. Celtic v Dundee 
Untied (Iwet. from 2pm. 

RADIO: BBC Radio 5 Live: Today. Lw 
coverage In Sport on 5. tram tpm 
Tomorrow: Live coverage oi al traee txg 
games in Sunctfv Sport, tram 1 pm Talk 
Radio: Today: Nahonwxtelxague. Ipswich 
v Nottingham Fomsl (five), horn 2pm 


Vauxhafl Conference 

I—) Famborough v Klddennnslet 

(—) Gateshead v Yewl . 

(—I Hereford v Dover . . 

1—1 Kettering v Stevenage . . .... 

(—) Leek v Cheltenham . 

(—) NorihwKh v Wetting . 

(—1 Rushden and Diamonds v Hayes . . . 

i—) Slough v Soulhpon . . . 

(— i Sialyfendge v Hedmsloid. 

(—) Tellofd v Morecambe . 

(—j Woking v Halifax . 

BefTs Scottish League 
Premier division 

(40l Hibernian v Motherwell. 

(—) Kimamock v Dunlennline. 

(41) Rangers v St Johnstone. 

First division 

(42) Airdrie v Sorting 

(431 Greenock Morton v Parttck . 

(44) Hamilton v Dundee . 

(45) Ralth v Ayr. 

(46) SI Miren v Falkirk 
Second division 

(47) Brechin v Clyde . . 

(461 Inverness CT v Queen ol South 

(49) Lnmaston v East Fite . 

(— 1 5tenfiousenxii v Clydebank . 

(—) Stranraer v Forfar . .. . 

Third division 

(—(Alloa v Albion . 

(—) Berwick v Ross County. 

1—1 Cowdenbeath v Oueen's Park . 

I—) Dumbarton v Arbroath . 

(—) Montrose v East Sliding . 

□R MARTENS LEAGUE* Premier division. 
Ashford v Faiesi Green Gresley v Crawley: 
Worceslei Ccy v RottiwcA Midland division: 
Evesham v BlakenaH Ikeston v Sutton Coldfield 
Town. Pager R v Bedworth. Shepshed D v RC 
Warwick. Stattord vBision. Siourbndge v Btacfcley 
Town. VS Rugby v Moor Green Southern division: 
BaWock v Newport AFC. Clevecon v Tonbridge 
Angels Dertfoid v Trowbrtdoe Fisher London v 
Weston-super-Mare; Fleet T v'Cmdertord, Havant v 
Wimpy Newport loW v Vase Waiertooviile v Erflh 
and Belvedere 

RYMAN LEAGUE Premier tfvtworv Carshallon v 
Hendon. Enfield v Gravesend and Northfleet. 
klngsiwian v Dagenham and Redbridge Fust 
division.- Barron Rovers v Whyteteate, Leamerhead 
v Hampton Motesey v Chenaey. Stance v Leyton 
Pennant. Wembley v Bognor Rege. Wokingham v 
Croydon Second tension: Banstead v 
Northwood. Barking v Tooling and Mrcham. 
Bedford T v Egham. Bracknell v Wflharn. Carney 
Islena v Tilbury. Challort S> Peter v Hungeriord. 
Cheshum v Brahuee Mel Potfce v Eckwrare. 
Wealdstore v Martow. Windsor and Eton v 
Leighton Town Wrvenhoe v Horsham Thud 
division: ConntfuanCasuals v Croydon; Dorking v 
Cl apron East Thus rock v Hornchurch. Ftackvtoi 
Hoath v Ware Ford Utd v Wingate and Finchley 
Haiku* v Epsom and Ewell. H Hempsieed v 
Lewes. Hen tod v Trlng Kingsbury v Avefey. 
Southall v Camtoeriev Town 
UNIBOND LEAGUE; Premier tension. Behop 
Auckland v Radclitte. Charley v Altieion; Fnckley v 
Hyde. Guteetey v Spenrymoor Fret division: 


Droyteden v Eastwood Town, Fantey Celt* v 
Lincoln United. Fludonv Ashton Lfotied NetherfiekJ 
v Trailord: Stocksbndge PS v Budon: Whitby v 
Congtefon: Workington v Whitley Bay 
LEAGUE OF WALES: Abeivvtwylh v Ffini Town 
•330). Bangor City v Haverfordwest I230j. Barry v 
Conwy I? Ol. Caersvvs v Cemaas Vnys Mon (2 301: 
Carmarthen Town v Caernarfon C.SOt: Comah's 
Quay v RhevrWer Town (2 301 Cwmbran v TNS 
(230). Ebbw Vale v PorthmadM (2301: Rhnrl v 
Newtown [£ Ol. Wetehpool v Inter Cable-Td [£.30j 
SMRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE' Premier dtutekirv 
Ballymena v Port Mown. Cirttonv*e v ijtertoran, 
Cdeiare v LrOiefo. Craaaders v Omagh. 
Gfenawi v Aids Fksi division-. Ban 301 v Lame. 
Camck v Newry Oaflery v Dungannon Swtfts; 
Limavady Utd v Baikdarc 
FAI HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE; Premier 
division. Finn Haips- v Bchemons (730), Sfcgo v 
Snamroc* <7 30i 

HIGHLAND LEAGUE: Biota v Buckie ThwUe. 
Clarhnacuddn v kenh. Deveronvate v Fon 
William Fen 1 at. Mecfianics. v Eiger Naim Cctarjy v 
Cove Peterhead v Huritiy. Rothes v Losaemcatlh- 
Wit* ficademv v Fiaserburgh 
FA UMBRO TROPHY. Third quafilYng round: 
Accnngion Stertev v Runcorn. Aylesbuiy v 
Dutv.lcn. Bait 0 // v Hinckley Utd. Basrtoy v 
CrerKesien. Baangstotv? v R'jmtorrf; Bdper Town 
1 Boston. Berniarrisied Tn v S-alKbuy: Btitenuy v 
Aldershoi Tn- BrMt'Xd Park Avenue v Laugh RMl. 
Biorriey v PurtleeL Bromsgrove v Worksop. 
Cheiham v Sutton United: Corby v Margate: 
Dorchester v Worthing. Ganstxxough v Bambei 
Bndqe. Great Haiwood v Wbton. Hatesowen v 
Burton Albion: Hanogare Tn v B^th Soarfaris 
Hanow v Bath Has wigs v Heybndge. Hilchin v 
Bor£■ ham Wood. Kmgs Lynn v Cheimctord: Marine 
v Grantham. Martoct- v Wnslord. Merthyr v 
CamOridoe Ory- Nuneaton v Altrndnom: 
Sininaboiirne v Abtfigdon Town. ScBiull v Em ley: 
St Albans v B/shcp'^ Stortlcrt: Tamwonh v 
Lancaster. Wist«h v Raunds T: 'reading v St 
Leonards 

TOMORROW 

FA Carling Premiership 
t Arsenal v Liverpool (4 0) 

t Manchester Utd v Blackburn (3 0). 

Scottish Coca-Cola Cup 
Final 

Celtic v Dundee Utd 

Otlbroi.3 01 . . 

FAI HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE Premier 
division: Cork v Kfikemy t?0). UCD v Dundalk 
|3 151 

FA WOMEN'S PREMER LEAGUE National 
diwsion: Doncaster v Wentofoy lot Dimthorpe 
Wetfere Ground. Dot. Everton v Bradford (at 
Marine FC.20) 


How do qtfc fco\ 



Statistics compiled by Julian Desborough 
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sailing 

Girl power 
provides 
education 
for Dutch 

From Edward Gorman 

SAIUNG CORRESPONDENT 
IN FREMANTLE 

THE last two boats in the 
Whitbread Round The World 
Race fleet readied here early 
yesterday separated by little 
more than an hour, the ail- 
women crew aboard EF Edu¬ 
cation showing the men in 
BrunelSunergy the route to 
the finish. 

It has been a respectable 
performance by the women, 
whose skipper, Christine 
GuOlou, of France, gave a 
warning in Cape Town before 
the start of the leg that heavy 
running conditions in the 
Southern Ocean would make 
it harder for them to compete. 

In the event, they did not 
experience more than 35 
knots, which offered an op¬ 
portunity to beat Hans 
Bouscholte and his crew and 
give Grant Dalton, in Merit 
Cup. who finished just 7h 
hours in front of them, a run 
for his money. 

The Dutch, seemingly out¬ 
classed, are beginning to real¬ 
ise that the best they can do is 
play catch-up. Bouscholte 
said: "The other competitors 
have done a lot of two-boat 
optimising — we didn't. May¬ 
be we are not as progressed." 

Stuart Quarrie. of Great 
Britain, who joined the boat 
as navigator in Cape Town, 
provided a revealing insight 
into the tactical and naviga¬ 
tional realities of a race that is 
producing wild swings of 
fortune. He said; “These boats 
are so different in boats peed 
when you get one or two knots 
more breeze that if you are 
conservative and somebody 
gets a tiny bit more, they are 
gone and you never catch up. 
You have to take risks." 

Almost all the boats are out 
of the water tit the Fremantle 
Sailing Club, as the shore 
crews working through job- 
lists in preparation for the 
third leg of 2250 miles head 
for Sydney on December 13. 

Gunnar Krantz. skipper of 
Swedish Match, meanwhile, 
announced that Matt 
Humphries, of Great Britain, 
who joined as a driver in 
Cape Town, will remain on 
board for the rest of the race. 


Tour rivals fear backlash at Wembley after New Zealand fall short of high expectations 


I -'ll 


\! 


Wales pinpoint 
weaknesses in 
All Black armour 


ANOTHER week, another 
football stadium and another 
step on New Zealand's north¬ 
ern-hemisphere odyssey, as 
well as an important staging 
post for Wales on their road 
back to respectability. For the 
All Blacks last week it was Old 
Trafford and England, today 
it is Wembley and Wales at a 
venue that stages a rugby 
union international for only 
the second rime. It is an 
historic setting, a stage on 
which players can either freeze 
or flourish. 

History is stacked against 
Wales. They have not beaten 
New Zealand since 1953 and 
have only won three times in 
all. The match today, however, 
the seventeenth between two 
nations of rich rugby heritage, 
has the potential to befit the 
occasion, with both teams 
wedded to the idea of running, 
swashbuckling rugby. New 
Zealand feel they still have 
something to prove, while 
Wales are keen to eat at 
rugby's high table once again. 

Wembley's sense of history 
is all-embracing as Nigel 
Walker, the Wales left wing. 


By Mark Souster 

discovered when die team 
trained there on Thursday. 
The trick is not to let it 
overwhelm. “I was trying to 
visualise where Geoff Hurst 
scored his hat-trick in 1966, 
where Jonathan Davies scored 
his try for Great Britain," 
Walker said. “So much has 
happened there. I was like a 
kid in a sweet shop, gazing at 
the surface, the sheer size of 
the place." 

It will be a new experience 
for both countries; how each 
adapts will be crucial. Wem¬ 
bley is Wales's temporary 
home for the next two years 
while the National Stadium. 
140 miles down the M4 in 
Cardiff, is rebuilt With regard 
to the team, the building 
metaphor is appropriate as 
this international is also an 
important juncture in the re¬ 
development of Wales under 
Kevin Bowring. 

Even a year ago. Wales 
would have dreaded die pros¬ 
pect of facing the All Blacks. 
But times are changing and 
the Welsh have reason not to 
be overawed or intimidated at 
the thought of New Zealand, 


1! - r;; ;■ 1 

B1 

H 

NEW ZEALAND 

C M Cullen (Manawatu) 

I I G Thomas (Bridgend) 

14 

J W Wilson (Otago) 

| | A G Batsman (Richmond) 

13 

F E Bunco (North Harbour) 


to 

tr< t ; 

11 I TTTPinsmiM^aBS 

to 

Pkdr7 r 7TTTf(>' |||| ; 

1 1 N R Jenkins (Pontypridd) 

10 

A p Mehrtens (Canterbury) 

■ B ;1! M'.'iV.'lltTPlra 

9 

J W Marshall (Canterbury)* 

C 0 Loader (Swansea) 

1 

w^'-trrr7'ffyrr^rrr.\mmmam \ 

B H WDHams (Richmond) 

2 

NJHewftt (Southland) 

D Young (Cardiff) 

3 

0 M Brown (Auckland) 

G 0 Llewellyn (Harlequins) 

4 

1D Jones (North Harbour) 


■J 

FT1'1: 1 

R C Appleyard (Swansea) 

6 

T G Randan (Otago) 

RG Jones (Cardiff)* 

7 

J A Kronfeld (Otago) 

N Thomas (Bath) 

8 

Z v Brooke (Auckland) 

•Captain 


*Cspta*> 

l Referee: W J Erickson (Australia) 1 

REPLACEMENTS: 16 L B Davies 
(Cardiff), 17 A C Thomas (Swansea). 

18 P John (Pontypridd), 

19 SM warrants (Cardiff). 

20 SG John (Cardiff), 

21J M Humphreys (Cardiff) 

RB’LACEMENTS: 16 S J McLeod 
(Waikato). 37 J P Preston (Well¬ 
ington). 18 A F Blowers (Auckland), 

19 C C Riecheltnann (Auckland), 

20 M R Allen (Manawatu). 

21S B T Fitzpatrick (Auckland) 


who in the past seven days 
have found themselves unnec¬ 
essarily distracted by cheating 
allegations and two perfor¬ 
mances that, by their unfor¬ 
giving standards, fell short of 
expectation. 

Within the Wales camp 
there is a hard-headed realism 
about what lies in store in 
front of a capacity 72000 
crowd this afternoon, a real¬ 
ism brought about by the 
experience of players such as 
Scott Gibbs and Allan 
Bateman. Gibbs knows better 
than most what lies in store. 

“Most people now realise 
that it's no good trying simply 
to defend against sides as good 
as New Zealand. That will 
certainly be die case at Wem¬ 
bley because when I have 
played there in rugby league 
the pitch sems to be SO yards 
wide. Their back three are so 
good that we have to be aware 
of their threat," Gibbs said. 

His fellow centre. Bateman, 
feels Wales have found chinks 
in the All Blacks armour. 
“They are a great side but we 
have targeted a couple of areas 
of weakness, which we will be 
trying to expose.” he said. “It 
all depends on how much ball 
we win. 

“If we can get enough 
possession, then we have got 
much more potential in. die 
back line than England. I am 
sure we can pose them a lot 
more problems than England 
did at Old Trafford. 

“I am sure our coaches will 
be looking just as much at the 
Welsh performance as the 
result, but for all the players it 
is the result that matters. 

“It could be a fantastic 
game, but if we get beaten by 
60 points we are not going to 
be happy. But we wont mind 
if it's a drab game and we win 
by penalties. 

“Mike Catt did not have one 
of his best games with the boot 
against New Zealand last 
week, but I am sure they will 
be very wary of Neil’s [Jen¬ 



New Zealand are great admirers of Howiey, the Wales scrum half, who is champing at the bit Photograph: Ned Muons 


kins] kicking ability. They will 
not want to infringe too much 
knowing what Neil could do to 
them, so hopefully that will 
allow us to get a lot more 
possession from off the floor." 

The All Blades, however, are 
equally aware of the threat 
posed by the four British Isles 
representatives in the Wales 
threequarter line. John Hart, 
die New Zealand coach, talks 
of his respect and admiration 


for such players and privately 
of the damage they can cause. 
He knows that Howiey is 
champing at toe bit, while 
Jenkins will not be as forgiv¬ 
ing as Catt last week. 

The problem for Wales wfll 
be providing sufficient ball for 
their backs to wreak some 
kind of havoc, while also being 
able to maintain their defen¬ 
sive shape for 80 minutes. 
That is why. during the build¬ 


up this week, attention has 
been focused solely on the 
forward effort in toe .know¬ 
ledge that the backs can live 
with anybody. 

"We will have to baj& hard 
for an hour and th^a’try to 
step it up in th& last 20 
minutes.-1 feel concentration 
has been lacking a> bit in the 
sides that have so for played 
New Zealand, although a lot 
of that is because they get 


fatigued by die end," Gibbs 
said. 

Wales know too that New 
Zealand are their own worst 
critics. “Not once this year 
have we reached the bench¬ 
mark we set ourselves,” Craig 
Dowd, the prop, said this 
week. They are determined to 
right the wrongs and go 
through 1997 unbeaten in their 
12 internationals. Wales have 
been warned. 



MAMP1CAP BETTHMC 

England with an 11 point start 
5/6 England 16/1 Draw S. Africa 5/6 

Twickenham, Kick-off 2.00pm, Live on SKY. 
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FOR FIRST TIME 
TELEPHONE CALLERS 

staking 52S or more rang Switch, Delta or 
Solo bank or fttukRog society drift cards. 

RING TODAY • BET TODAY 

0800771771 

(IGwaBnlatilimiiixalprraflSM AnrHioafr I 
"Free bet » a £10 Correct Warning 
Margin bet on either o I these two 
featured matches. (Please place year 
W bet and make year tree bet 
'J> I i’<ww selection within 
SH3 the same call.) 


ENGLAND 
6/1_ 

WINNING 

MARGIN 

_1-5 pte.... 

S. AFRICA 

__6/1 

11/1 

..6-10 pts. 

.....9/2 

22/1 

_11-15 pts > 

.. An 

40/1.,.. 

16-20 pts. 

. . . . an 

80/1.. 

—21-25 pts.. 

.. in 

150/1__ 

...26-30 pts.. 

...-.12 n 


ia/1 Drawn Match 

Wales with a 33 point start 

5/6 Wales 16/1 Draw N. Zealand 5/6 

Wembley, Kkk-off 3.00pm. live on BBC TV. 


WALES 
25/1. 

WINNING 

MARGIN 

1-5 pts 

N. ZEALAND 
25/f 

40/1.... 

._....6-10 pts 

._20/1 

80/1..-. 

.11-15 pts 

____14/1 

150/1 

..16-20 pts. 

__.„.10/f 

225/1. 

21-25 pts. 

. in 

300/1_ 

-.26-30 pts. 

_ _ sn 


25/1 Drawn Match 
LATEST RUGBY ODDS "Teletext on CH4 P601/6027603 
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Ireland remain wary of 
emerging opponents 


AFTER a satisfactory opening 
half-hour against New Zea¬ 
land a fortnight ago. Ireland 
should be capable of defeating 
Canada at Lansdowne Road 
tomorrow. However, given re¬ 
cent Irish performances 
against so-called emerging 
rugby countries, crystal ball- 
gazers might be well advised 
to be cautious. 

Last season. Ireland played 
two of the smaller internation¬ 
al teams. Western Samoa and 
Italy, in their build-up to toe 
five nations* championship 
and were beaten by both, 
40-25 by Western Samoa and 
37-29 by Italy. They also lost 
against Australia, although 
mat was by just 22-12. 

This will be only the second 
foil international march be¬ 
tween Ireland and Canada, 
the first being in the 1987 
World Cup, when the Irish left 
it late before winning by 46-19 
in Dunedin. Two years later, 
on a short North American 
tour, a euphemistically titled 
“Ireland XV" unimpressively 
defeated Canada by 24-21 in 
Victoria, but that does not 
count, of course — unless you 
happen to be a Canadian. 

Ticket touts are unlikely to 
make a killing tomorrow, with 
a modest gate expected, but as 
Keith Wood, the absentee Ire¬ 
land captain, has rightly said. 


By Karl Johnston 

this is an important match in 
Brian Ashton's overall scheme 
of things: victories over Cana¬ 
da, Italy, Wales and Scotland 
would add up to a superb 
season for Ireland. Wood said. 

Ashton, toe Ireland coach, 
has given the squad that faced 
the All Blades a vote of 
confidence, with 20 of the 21 
being retained before injury 
forced out Wood, Brian 
O'Meara, toe reserve scrum 
half, and. late yesterday, Eric 
Miller. Only two changes 
were originally made, as 
Kevin Maggs replaced John 



McWeeney at left wing and 
David Erskine took over from 
Eddie Halvey as blind-side 
flanker. 

Nevertheless, the Canadi¬ 
ans, coached by toe former 
Ireland wing. Pat Parfrey, will 
not lack confidence. They have 
an impressive record in recent 
years and, in their last interna¬ 
tional match, lost by only three 
points, 28-25. to Wales last 
July. Remarkably, two of the 
side defeated by Ireland in 
Dunedin over a decade ago — 
Gareth Rees, the fly half and 
captain, and Mark Cardinal, 
the hooker — wifi be in action 
again tomorrow. 

IRELAND: K W Nowten (Si Mery's Coft- 
age): D A Nckfe (Si Mary’s CoiegeL RAJ 
Heodareon (Wasps}. M t McCaf (London 

ktah). K M Maggs (Bristol); E P Stood 

(Ga-Vrecpans). CO McGwpnass (StMay's 
CoSegej; N J Poppiswefl (Newcastle, 
captain). R P Neactfe (Newcastle), P S 

WaSaca (Saracens). PS Johns (Saracms). 

M E ITjfelJy (London Irish). D J Eratone 

(Safe), K Dawson (London Irish), V C P 

COstaDo (Si s Collage] Replace¬ 

ment*: J CunnSnoham (BaDymercaV D Q 
Humphreys (London Irish), N A Hogan 
(Oxford University). R Corrigan 
tN ° nh ^- 

CANADA: S Stewart (Hatequm). W 
Sta nl e y CBJacfchaaM, D Lougheed (Balmy 
tip. R Toows (Meratona). J Pagano 
' ‘ T),/Graf 



Rees: captain 


M James (Perp^narV M 
SchmkJ (Rotherham). J Hutchinson (BM 

Japan), A Charran (Mosaley). Raptece- 

menta: R Ross (Canttfl, R Card (CCSO). A 
Heafy iCCSD), C McKenzie (EJunsPy 

LafcfiJ. E Evans (EM Japan), K Morgan 

(Ajax Wanderers) 

Referee: C Gbcomal (Italy). 


RUGBY UNION STATISTICS 


THE TIMES WORLD RUGBY UNION TABLE 




P 

W 

D 

L ' 

F 

A 

i 

New Zealand_ 

25 

23 

0 

2 

1033 

437 

2 

France-- 

28 

18 

0 

10 

641 

002 

3 

South Africa- 

27 

17 

0 

10 

894 

590 

4 

England..- 

f7 

W 

1 

V 

423 

299 

5 

AustraDa _____ 

2 S 

14 

1 

10 

681 

562 

€ 

Wales 

23 

11 

0 

12 

584 

696 

7 

Argentina_ 

19 

8 

t 

10 

503 

636 

8 

Scotland ___— 

14 

5 

1 

8 

264 

387 

9 

Ireland 

14 

4 

0 

10 

272 

435 

10 

- 

16 

4 

1 

It 

404 

561 


% 

B2JJ0 
64.29 
6ZS6 . 
fit .76 Jft 
56.00 W 
47-82 
44.74 
3B-29 
28.57 

28.13 


□ includes ell tuB Wemafionate p toyed since World Op (Ju te >995} 

TOP INTERNATIONAL POINTS-SCORERS (present players) 

1 NJanWnai 

2 TLacrak(J 

3 AMahrttrts 

4 EBwood 

5 I Evans 

6 P3$*rt-Andre 

7 C Spencer (N 
B C ' 

B H 

10 P Grayson (England) 

■itekJdss tries scored bo/m >09? titeft M«a Monftlbi* points 



Tries 

Con 

Pen 

DG 

Capa 

Pis 

.. .6 

67 

126 

3 

51 

550 

. . 6 

32 

88 

2 

43 

367 

...5 

62 

54 

6 

20 

329 

, — 

14 

46 

2 

2D 

172 

' 33 

— 

— 

— 

71 

157 

•32 

—. 

— 

—- 

6 B 

151 

... 5 • 

31 

20 

—. 

7 

147 

.5 

10 

24 

9 

S3 

140 

.. . 1 

34 

21 

— 

21 

136 


8 

35 

4 

9 

133 


TOP TRY-SCORERS 

Caps Trias 

J (Ewans(Wales)-71 33 

2 P SaM-Andra (France). 69 32 

3 JWteon(NZeeland). 34 24 

4 A Stanger (Scotland) . 46 22 

5 T Horan (AustraBa)..SS 21 

6 F Bunco (N Zealand) .... S3 20 

7 C ColonJN Zoatadj __ 20 IB 

J Small (S Africa).__ 45 IB 

9 2 Bmoka (N Zealand)-56 17 

J van der tVesthumn (SA) 3B 17 

E Mamack (France)-27 17 

England v South Africa 
P E won 5 a won Drawn 
In England . B - 2 6 1 

to S Africa 5 2 3 0 


Total- 13 4 


8 


MATCH-8Y-MATCH 
Year Venue- women 
1906 Crystal Pal Dram 
1913 TwwfcBrtjam South Africa 
1932 Twickenham South Africa 
1952 Twickenham South Africa 
1961 Twickenham South Africa 
1969 Twickenham England 
1972 JoTmo England 
1984 PlBeaoarh South Africa 
-Jotxffg South Mica 
1992 Twckanham England 
1994 Pretoria England 

Cape Town South Atnca 


Score 

3-3 

9-3 

8 

5-0 

ii-e 

189 

33-15 

35-9 

33-16 

32-15 

27-9 


1995 Twickenham South Africa 


24-14 
27: R 


Moat pointe In a match: 

Andrew (Pretoria. 1994) South Africa: 21: J 
Heunfc (Port Efeateth. 1964) 

Wales v New Zealand 

P W won NZ won 

In Wales . 10 3 7 

in N Zealand-4 0 4 

Neutral. .20 2 


Total-16 


13 


MATCH-BY-MATCH 
Year Venue Wrnnara 
1905 Cardiff 
1924 Swansea 
1935 CenMI 
1953 Cardiff 
1963 Cardiff 

1967 Caidrtl __ 

1969 Chnachurch N Zealand 

Auckland N Zealand 
1972 Cardiff 
1978 Cardiff 
I960 Card# 

1987 Brisbane _ _ _ 

1968 Christchurch N Zealand 
Auckland NZeaiand 

1989 Cardiff NZaalvd 
1995 Jo'burg N Zeatod 
Most posits in a match: Wales: 12 P 
Benrwrt (Cardiff. 1972). New Zealand: 22 
6 Few (Auckland. 19M). 

■ Convffad by Stephen McOnmw* 


Wales 
N Zealand 
Wales 
Wales 
NZeaiand 
N Zealand 


N Zealand 
NZeaiand 
N Zealand 
NZeaiand 


Saora 

3-0 

190 

13-12 

130 

60 

13B 

190 

33-12 

19-16 

13-12 

23J 

496 

52-3 

54-9 

340 

340 


L **» 
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TRY NEW PLANTERS 
AND SAY GOODBYE TO 
ALL OTHER NUTS, 


~ ui-'iri- 

l/«« VlH c-w-fCU 

PEANUTS 

nnc i. J- ■ 


‘ NU.X.V 

sCKUNCHY \ 

Peanuts 


% A 


. ■.Ni.'f.: 

notify ”o.\ \ T 

(PEANUTS 

Soir^^tf 


v : isu t i : 

HONZY ROAST - 

CASHEWS 

Of PF.Afiim 



One tORgne-tingSug taste of <ar 
new Bats «d you'll tuppHy kiSS tJT 
others g oodbye. 

Say beHato Plante rs newCnmchy 


Peanuts Indian ReBsh, or our spicy. 
Oriental Dfeped. 

Get reactivated with bur Drf 
Roast or Hooey Roast Peanuts. 


By tifthSt yboll soon he. staging 
their praises from the rooftops. 
Aflwsffc an octave 


or two higher. 


PLANTERS 
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South Africa offer chance for players to make amends 


r ** 



L ast week, when we went into 
the first game against New 
Zealand at Old Trafldrd, 

only four members erf the England 

side had experience of playing 
against — and beating — the All 
Blacks. Today, double that 
number can recall how South 
Africa played against the lions 
during the summer and that 
should help us ai Twickenham. 

Nevertheless, an then - tour af 
France, the Springboks showed a 
lot more flexibility and their play¬ 
ers seem to have a confidence that 
was lacking last summer. They are 
a woundeda ntmal so fax as British 
rugby is concerned and will be 
hungry to avenge the series defeat 
try the lions and reaffirm that they 
are back in business. They will be 
aware that the All Blacks will be 
watching, only a few miles away. 

Nobody in the England squad is 
under any fllurions about the need 
to win. Wmning is paramount at 
this level and we are realistic about 

what happened at Old Trafford. 
We have improved, but there is a 
long way to go; on the other hand, * 
we are confident that we have the 
talent to make the quantum leap, 


There are still reasons to be cheerful 
after defeat by the All Blacks exposed 
weaknesses that need to be addressed 


LAWRENCE 

DALLAGUO 


not just to match New Zealand but 
to overtake them. 

The mood last Saturday was one 
of disappointment, however the 
press may have reported it and 
even though , some people may 
have left the stadium mildly satis¬ 
fied, We lost by. 17 points, were 
outscored by three tries to one and 
c reate d relatively few scoring 
tiiiances of ouf own. That’S the 
stark truth, so We had Etde to 
celebrate and that is not why we 
wenr round the pitch afterwards 
an what has been described as a- 
“lap of honour". 

That was a gesture of thanks to 
the people in Manchester We had 
talked in th»iressin^rocah before¬ 
hand shout the fed; that no rugby 
union international' had been 
played there far lOO years and we 
feb that it was important to thank 
the s u pporters for the atmosphere 


they created, which was unique in 
our experience. Even in trying 
circumstances, with the team traik 

■ mg by. 17 points, they had stuck 
with us and we needed to show our 
appreciation—on tbar evidence, it 

- won't be the last game played at 
Old Trafford. either. 

I would also add that I believe 
New Zealand to be a.beatable side. 
Perhaps we have become hung up 
in the mythology of the All Blacks, 
that they are the world’s best team 
and that their midweek side is the 
world's second-best team, which 
did not look to be the case inBristol 
last Tuesday. We learnt anexpen- 

- sive lesson at Old Trafford, partic- 

■ ulariy when they hit us-with two 
quick scores in the first half, which 
clearly demonstrated we were 
committing too many men to the 
rucks and mauls. 

We have a tendency in this 



country to play with our heads 
down in defence, rather than 
looking at what the opposition are 
doing. When they move ball 
swiftly from the point of contact 
and you find players such as the 
Brooke brothers and Ian Jones 


standing out in the backs, dearly 
they have been able to dear 
possession with fewer players. The 
difference between the Ail Blacks 
and the rest is that, when they 
apply pressure, they maintain it. 

There were long periods when 
we did apply pressure to them and 
that was part of the reason I chose 
to kick some penalties to touch in 
their 22. rather than at goal: at 
those particular moments, it was 
important to keep the momentum 
going, to turn the screw and try to 
achieve the maximum number of 
points available. That our pressure 
did not result in points is some¬ 
thing we can deal with, we can 
explore different ways of ramming 
home the advantage, whether h be 
in three points, five or seven. 

I was interested to hear John 
Hart, the New Zealand coach, say 
afterwards that his team played as 
they had trained in their last 
session before Old Trafford. Clear¬ 
ly, he was dissatisfied at the 
quality of that session, which, as 
they won by 17 points, is an 
indication of what is required if we 
are to lift our own standards; our 
own training on Tuesday, there¬ 


fore. was extremely demanding, 
both physically and mentally. 

Since we lost three players 
injured from the match today — 
Kyran Bracken, Tony Diprose and 
Phil de Glanvilie — it may also 
have sounded expensive, but there 
has been a cumulative effect upon 
bodies in this intense series of 
matches. You have to train as you 


‘I believe New 
Zealand to be 
a beatable side’ 


want to play, to reproduce the 
intense pressure and, rather than 
stepping down as we go through 
these games, we need to go up two 
or three gears. 

Our session included opposed 
training and was healthy and 
competitive, including a number 
of big hits, which reflected the 
enthusiasm of everyone to aspire 
to a place in the remaining two 
games in the series. I would like to 
think that, with each game, we are 


stepping up a level and. although 
South Africa have players such as 
Henry Haniball who offer an 
obvious threat, I believe that the 
players we have pose similar 
problems for them. 

We will go into the match 
without Martin Johnson, after his 
one-match suspension. Martin is a 
world-class player, one of the best 
lodes in international rugby with 
first-hand experience of playing 
against — and beating — South 
Africa. All I will say is that the 
whole squad wants to be involved 
in a dean game. that, the team 
management has looked at die 
incident with Justin Marshall and 
taken the appropriate action swift¬ 
ly; that has been important, that 
decisions are made for or against 
rather titan being allowed to drift 
and create uncertainty. 

We have to see this as an 
opportunity for Danny Grewcock, 
who has trained well and shows a 
passion to play for England. That 
is what this series is about 
assessing which players can suc¬ 
ceed against the best and Danny 
has no bigger stage than against 
the holders of the World Cup. 


Rebel wing’s long and winding road to respectability leads to Twickenham 
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By David Hands 

RUGBY CORRESPONDENT “ 

THE prospect of two crowds, 
each in excess erf 70,000, 
assembling to watch interna¬ 
tional rugby union being 
played within a dozen miles erf 
each other is at once exhilarat¬ 
ing and alarming. Exhilarat¬ 
ing that rugby can attract such 
capacity numbers at Twicken¬ 
ham and Wembley this after¬ 
noon; alarming that such 
high-profile matches should 
be fighting for attention at the 
same time. 

But then, forward planning 
has not been a feature of the 
game's administration during 
uie birth of the professional 
game these past two years. 
However, tin players whom 
so many spectators have come 
to see have been swept up in 
the madcap dash of which 
November has consisted. 

During this pastfortmgbtfrf L 
international extravaganza 
there has been' only one 
change in the global rankings: 
New Zealand, who play Wales 
at Wembley, have confirmed 
. their superiority, but South 
> Africa have edged ahead of 
England, whom they meet at 
Twickenham. Indeed, the 
Springboks are dosing down 
on France in terms of results 
since the 1995 World Cup and 
victory this afternoon would 
restore them to second place 
and affirm their traditional 
rivalry with the All Blacks. 

It is a victory they must be 
favoured to achieve in the 
Nike international, despite the 
political and playing problems 
thar littered rite first half of die 
southern-hemisphere season. 
England, for all the encour¬ 
agement that they have justifi¬ 
ably derived from their resent 
matches with New Zealand 
and Australia, are long on 
enthusiasm but desperately 
short of experience — even 
shorter, now, for the loss 
through suspension of Martin 
Johnson and through injury of 
Phil de Glanvilie. 

Only three of their players 
have reached double figures in 
terms of international appear¬ 
ances; contrast that with the 
experience available to the 
British Isles during their tour 
of South Africa last summer, 
when they won the series by 
the skin of Jeremy Guscotfs 
dropped goal in Durban 
against a South Africa side at 
odds with itself. If the Spring¬ 
boks have achieved anything 
over the past month it is the 
restoration of confidence and, 
even if they choose to regard 
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tiie 52-10 dismissal erf France 
last Saturday as a fond aber¬ 
ration, it goes a long way to 
balancing England’s home 
advantage. 

"I think I have got selection 
right," Nick Mallett said, us¬ 
ing his words carefully. The 
utter frustration Mallett must 
haw felt while South Africa 
-gnifot^’.^iom' crisis' to: crisis'; 
earlier this year canr hardly be 
imagined. Now that he is 
coach he has moved Percy 
Mantgomeiy from centre to 
full bade, Andre Snyman from 
wing to centre, introduced the 
inventive Dick Muir at centre, 
restored Adrian Garvey to 
prop and assured Henry 
HonibaH that he is a world- 
class fly half. 

The response has been evi¬ 
dent in lady and France, but 
Mallett recognises today as 
the biggest hurdle of his first 
months in office. Success at 
Twickenham, where South Af¬ 
rica have played on only seven 
occasions in 84 years, losing in 
1969 and 1992, would be 
affirmation of his playing 
policy. 

Roger Uttiey, the England 


manager, shrugged off his 
team’s lade of experience. “Irs 
only a concern in terms of tiie 
amount of preparation the 
boys have had," he said. Yet 
tiie England tight forwards 
have still to repair the damage 
wrought in South Africa, 
. when as lions they found 
themselves bypassed by their 
Celtic cousins. 

An encouraging display 
against New Zealand a week 
ago has been undermined by 
the loss of Johnson, though 
Danny Grewoock, 25, has an 
unparallelled opportunity to 
make his mark at lock. It will 
be his first game at the 
stadium. Matthew Dawson is 
even more eager to resume his 
international career against 
the least experienced player in 
the South Africa XV, Werner 
Swanepoel. 

The Northampton scrum 
haff became the linchpin of the 
Lions^.but gave way to Kyran 
Bracken earlier this month. 
Now he has the chance to feed 
tiie midfield of Mike Catt and 
Will Greenwood that, allied to 
the perceptive support play 
and speed of Neil Back, 
proved the making of the 
Lions’ midweek XV. Indeed, 
Bade Is regarded by the South 
Africans as the player who 
may undo many of their 
plans, such is their 
regard for his pace to the 
breakdown. 

' Yesterday, the Rugby Foot¬ 
ball Union called for immedi¬ 
ate talks with BSkyB, the 
satellite television company 
part-owned by News Interna¬ 
tional, owner of The Times, to 
resolve payment issues relat¬ 
ing to the five-year contract 
signed last year. 


ADRIAN SHERRATT 



Small, the explosive South' Africa wing, is intensely proud of the rugby heritage of his country. “I have huge respect for the colours," he said 


L et us paint the faces of 
James Small. Holder 
of the record number 
of appearances for 
South Africa — the'first South 
African to be sent off in an 
international One short of tiie 
record of international tries by 
a South African — agent 
provocateur throughout his 
career. Male model — night- 
dubbing, party-guy at the cost 
of his Springbok place. 

Let us try again: Small, the 
toast of a rugby-mad nation. 
Small, the man of soul and 
man of business. Small, the 
chairman of a disdplinajy 
committee? No. that last is 
absolutely true. Small, the 
senior player of the South 
Africa party that comes to 
Twickenham today to play 
England, chairs the squad’s 
internal disciplinary commit¬ 
tee and even he can scarcely 
suppress a chuckle. 

“I'm growing old in a digni¬ 
fied manner," he said, and 
burst out laughing at the 
thought "Maybe it’s because 
I’ve experienced both sides of 
it People change eveiy day." 
At 28. Small believes himself to 
be on the "doorstep of the best 
rugby of my career”. Why has 
it taken him so long? He 
erupted on to the international 
stage in 1992. when South 
Africa were readmitted id 
international competition, 
scored eight tries in seven 
appearances but his talent was 
somehow submerged in the 
image of the young rebel. 

- Small himself admitted that 
he plays up to the role because 
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REPLACEMENTS: 18 PJGraySOfl 
(Northampton!. 17 A S Hstriay 
(LekasarJ, 18 C M A Sheasty 
(Wasps), 19 S D Shaw (Wasps), 
20 G C Rowntree (Leicester), 

21M P Regan (Bath) 


REPLACEMENTS 18 J Swart 
(Western Province), SOT J H da Beer 
(Free State), 18 D van Zyf 
(Mpumalanga). IS R B SMnstad 
(Western Province), 20 WMejer(FTee 
Stare). 21A E Drctake (Free State) 


Looking behind 
the Small faces 


it is good for business, but 
you suspect that only now has 
he managed to achieve an 
element of control. That has to 
do with the passing of the 
years, with a degree of person¬ 
al contentment with his life in 
Cape Town, his birthplace, 
with his partner, Christina, 
but it has also to do with the 
febrile nature of Smith African 
society and South African 
rugby during his ascent to¬ 
wards manhood. 

You love him or loath him. 
The British Isles inclined to¬ 
wards the latter emotion in 
South Africa last summer, 
notably after a tense encounter 
between Small and John Bent¬ 
ley when the Lions played 
Western Province in Cape 
Town. Bentley spent the after¬ 
noon needling Small, there 
was an altercation and later 
Small accused his opposite 
number of eye-gouging. The 
charge was swiftly denied but 
the two wings appear again 
today, although not in direct 
oppositiori- 

He was raised in Johannes¬ 
burg, where he played rugby 
and football: his father. Ver¬ 
non, won Springbok colours in 
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1956 at inside left. “The foot¬ 
ball side! played with used to 
kick each other as much as the 
ball," he said. “It was a very 
bad team but it was difficult in 
those days for a young white 
kid to get anywhere in the 
game. There was no disci¬ 
pline. no team structure, ev¬ 
eryone screaming at each 


other — looking back, thar 
may be where some of my 
temperament came from." 

Small made his internation¬ 
al debut on the wing against 
New Zealand at Ellis Park but 
a year later made different 
headlines when he was sent off 
for verbal abuse during an 
international in Australia. In 
1994 he was cited for a 
dangerous tackle in New Zea¬ 
land and withdrawn from the 
party that visited Scotland and 
Wales after becoming in¬ 
volved in a nightclub fracas. 

I n 1996 he still courted 
controversy and was 
dropped from an inter¬ 
national with New Zea¬ 
land for breaking the team 
curfew. “I’m growing up as a 
man now, my temperament 
has changed accordingly and I 
feel ive carried myself well 
this year — though there are 
still two games ro go." he said. 

“I don’t look back. Playing 
rugby for South Africa, is a heU 
of an honour for me, some¬ 
thing 1 hold dear. I have huge 
respect for the colours I wear. 
It was through sport I could 
make something of myself. I 


wasn’t a great scholar, I’m not 
a well-educated man — there 
have been incidents along the 
way, some of which have been 
blown up out of proportion, 
but it’s also worked for me. 

“You always experience 
hardship in life but I'm the one 
who bounced back and that’s 
why people at home appreci¬ 
ate me. They see the fighting 
spirit. The fact that I’m 100 per 
cent committed to tiie causes 
in my life is why people enjoy 
me. They tell me not to change, 
that they love the way 1 am 
and that’s why they come to 
watch rugby. 

"Making my life in Cape 
Town has been a driving force 
— I’m at peace there, 1 have a 
lovely apartment where I can 
watch the sun go down over 
the mountain. It's a very 
European place, I love the 
human contact — 1 can sit in 
my coffee shop in St George’s 
Mall and talk to the Cape 
Coloured people, who are very 
aware of rugby and have a heU 
of a sense of humour. 

“I love my country, I’d never 
leave my country. The best 
moment of my life was the bus 
journey we made round Jo¬ 
hannesburg after we had won 
the World Cup, millions on the 
streets celebrating, it wasn’t 
just for the three million white 
people but. like Francois 
Pienaar said, for the 43 million 
people. I watched an interview 
with Liam Gallagher, from 
Oasis, the other night — he 
said he’d rather be a footprint 
than a footnote. I thought that 
was pretty apt." 
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RACING: TALENTED FRENCH RAIDER ON RIGHT MARK TO SPRING SURPRISE IN HENNESSY 

Dark skies point to Ciel De Brion 

. -B- JULIAN HBBERRM1SPORT 


Bv Richard Evans 
Racing correspondent 

WITH heavy rain falling at 
Newbury before racing yester¬ 
day and the threat of more to 
follow, the shape of the 
He ones sy Cognac Gold Cup 
this afternoon has shifted dra¬ 
matically in favour of proven 
mudlarks with abundant 
stamina. 

Using the combination of 
soft ground and staying power 
as a sieve for the 14 runners in 
today's feature race, the 
shortlist of horses with the 
necessary credentials includes 
a surprise. 

Suny Bay. promoted to 
favouritism after his impres¬ 
sive front-running victory at 
Haydock ten days ago. will 
relish the conditions underfoot 
and Graham Bradley, his 
jockey, considers him a Gold 
Cup horse. 

But Charlie Brooks’s runner 
appears to need a break 
between his races and this 
arduous test may come too 
soon. At around 5-2. last 
season’s Grand National run¬ 
ner-up looks plenty short 
enough — especially as no 
favourite has won this race 
since Burrough Hill Lad in 
1984. 

Belmont King represents 
Paul Nicholls. whose chasers 
are in terrific form and win¬ 
ning regularly on their season¬ 
al reappearance. Winner of 
the Rehearsal Chase at 
Chepstow on his first outing 
last term, he finished the 
season with a game defeat of 
Samlee in the Scottish Grand 



The grey Suny Bay is favourite for the Hennessy at Newbury today after his impressive Haydock victory 


National at Ayr. A proven 
mudlark, he will relish the 
stamina test and must go well 
although he does not look 
particularly well handi¬ 
capped. 

General Wolfe finished an 
excellent second behind Suny 
Bay in the Edward Hanmer 
Chase at Haydock and reop- 
poses on 51b better terms for 


an IHength beating. Tim For¬ 
ster's tough galloper saves his 
best for flat, left-handed tracks 
so should enjoy Newbury — 
and the mud. He would not 
need to improve much to 
feature in the finish. 

Although Time For A Run is 
considered best on good 
ground, the Irish raider has 
won on heavy and looks fajriy 


treated, judged on his second 
to King Lucuer at the Chelten¬ 
ham Festival in March. A 
winner on the Flat at Ustowel 
in September, he made an 
encouraging chasing reap- 


the horse was in excellent 
shape." Edward O’Grady, 
trainer, of the ten-year-old. 
said. 

However, the runner that I 
believe has a big chance at 


pearance over an inadequate ■ enticing odds is Ciel De Brion, 
trip three weeks' ago. “He the supposed second string of 
seemed to work well on Satur- Francois Doumen. Ignore the 
day. Philip Fenton, who rode fact that he is 151b out of the 
him at Cheltenham, thought handicap as the British handi- 


capper has almost certainly 
underestimated his ability. 

Significantly, the French 
chasing handicapper rates the 
seven-year-old only 4J5 kilos 
inferior to stablemate 
Djeddah — which would enti¬ 
tle Ciel De Brion in run here 
off lOst lib. On Ms most recent 
run, he finished second in the 
competitive Prix Montgomery 
at Auteuii. staying on strong¬ 
ly, more than eight lengths 
ahead of Djeddah. 

A good fourth in the Kim 
Muir at Cheltenham two sea¬ 
sons ago, he actually beat 
Camitpov, who subsequently 
finished third in the Arkle. 
Entered for the King George 
VI Chase at Kempton on 
Boxing Day and Doumen’S 
long-range hope for the Grand 
National, Ciel De Brion ap¬ 
preciates soft ground and rep¬ 
resents a value bet Belmont 
King is die danger. 

Away from the .gaze of the 
television cameras. Him Of 
Praise is strongly fancied to 
follow up his recent facile 
success atTowcester by taking 
the Tim Moloney Memorial 
Chase at Haydock (110) off a 
51b higher mark. . 

Oliver Sherwood was never 
happy with the talented seven- 
year-old last term, but he can 
make up for lost time this 
season. 

At Warwick. Soldier Mak 
looks attractively weighted in 
the Warwick University 
Handicap Hurdle (230). while 
Northern Saddler should 
have ground conditions in his 
favour for the Tiltyard Bridge 
Handicap Chase (1.00) 


NEWBURY 


THUNDERER 

12.45 MISTER ODDY (nap) 2.25 General Wolfe 


1.15 Sanmartino 
1.50 Go-InformaJ 


2.55 Youbetterbetieveit 
&25 Andanito 


Timekeeper’s top rating: 2.25 TRYING AGAIN. 


GOING: SOFT 


TOTE JACKPOT MEETING 


SIS 


12.45 S0LAGLAS HANDICAP CHASE 

(£6,768:2m If) (5 runners) 

101 1/1F0-2 CERTAINLY STRONG 11 (Bf J.6S) (MStetton) D Wcliolsiw 7-ll -H A Maguire 

102 FY323-3 NATIVE MISSION II (G.9 (G Swuieri J FfcGerrtd 10-11-9-R DumwWY 

183 i/4232-4 METERGOOY IS (CDJ5& (Mrs R NM| JKhj ||.IW . — - A PMcCoy 

104 11221-1 SUBLliE FELLOW 9 (F.G.S) (Hay MtGGdhl N Harieam 7-11-2 MAFSzgnU 

105 -112125 AMAH 15 (DJ.G) (Soho Goran] P Hatts 5-10-5 . C Unttpi 

BETTNG: 15-8 Caerty Strang. T- 2 tekve Mission Suttme Fetkw. 4-1 Msta OdOy. 7-1 Antii 

1996: ASX TOM 7-11-0 R forty |7-4 to) T Tate 6 an 


159 

1E0 


157 

158 


Certainty Strong neefc 2nd ol 5 to CumOron Challenge in hairfcap 

FORM FOCUS ctae a Wrtwty I2m. good] witti Halve Mission (2ft better off) 

1 w * ,,r * ^il II 38 MJsfcr Oddy in 4tfi ol 7 to Call Emsnane in tenricap 
-- --- »•-—efcflowbedCootteen 


- • •_• II uuuy IQI U1 I IU MU | 

chase a Ofetertum |2m. good) with Airfah (lib belter oil) 18150i Subftne „ 

Hero 91 in 3-fljmw handicap dase 0-135 a Warwick (2m. good to soH). 

MISTER 00UY goes weU round here and he ground has krned n his bwur 

1.15 EQUITY FINANCIAL COLLECTIONS GERRY FBIDEN 
HURDLE [Grade II: £11,840:2m 110yd) (5 runners) 

201 1111- JUVUSH2B0(D.6S)(W SUI)J Old 5-11-6. UAFlZzgerdd 

3E 1161-11 SWUMATHM IB (CD.F.&5) (KAfeUidDMctafegn 5-11-6-AMaguIre 

203 22F5-F3 MEGAN'S HOLLOW 14 (HEJLG.S) |J MdtinBl 4 P 0 Bnen (kej 7-11-0 . CSwn 

204 1140- rMSUProSH2Z4(0^)(N Cooper) RRo» 5-11-0 .. _ .DBnSgwatr 

3S 021556- K»ERW/IN275(D.G.S) [6 rtumsM)»teCHcb5-10-9 . .. RDuwoody 

BETTML 4-5 Sanrartno. 3-1 rm Stflpodn 9-2 Jujwrt. 7-1 Rnvgzn i Hollo.. 100-1 tata Wan 

1996: ZA9AU4-11-6 N Mltamsm (11-4) D Nttofeon 4 on 


14B 

167 


FORM FOCUS 


Juyush beat MriingueO i«l n r-nmner hirdte at Kaydodt (2m. 
mod) SanmaiUro beat WNp Hand 61 n 4-nmer hurdle at 
Newbury (2m HOyd. good), ftmegan's Hoflow 121 3rd ol B la 
novice chase ai Cork (An. good to sod). I'm Supposin 141 7th ol n id 

t WI 4ih 0(17 lo Mate A sand In 
i) with Sanmatino (fift worse (A 
*.i hunfle al Tlwles (2m. heavy). 


Baod Jel in grade 
Shadow Leader in grade H hurdle al Ayr (2m, good): 
grade I Champion Hurdle 
111 6(i. loder Wan 211 6tti ot 11 to JJaad 


I’M SUPPOSIN Ondied m Irani al Sanmarbra m Die Champion Hurdle and gen 6ft 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

Lady Hems 
J uu 
D Mdnbon 
D Elswwth 
N Hartenan 
J 0k) 


Wires 

Rnra 

% 

JOCKEYS 

Warners 

Arles 

1 

4 

12 

313 

T Mupby 

3 

11 

27 3 

5 

20 

250 

R Ounroa'fy 

26 

114 

228 

26 

109 

239 

P Hotter 

12 

64 

188 

10 

48 

206 

A Maguire 

19 

109 

174 

IS 

ira 

184 

C Usirngrr 

16 

in 

145 

6 

34 

176 

P Kris 

9 

78 

Ui 


1 .50 HTTSUBlSHi MOBILE PHONES LONG DISTANCE 
HURDLE (Grade II: £12.140.3m 110yd) (8 runners) 

301 F32FF-P PLEASURE SHARED 154 (D/&S) |T Fares) P Hobbs 9-11-7 .. HDunwoody 127 

302 Q22FF-3 6AR0L0 17(B5)ftjdyUojdWttber1Cftw*57-11-4 _ ... MAFtogarrtd 142 

303 14333-2 METTlNGUETT 26 (C/.S.S1 (J Duggan I H Twsfcxv-Owtas S-11 -? C Uewalyn 157 

304 131272- ANGELO'S DOUBLE 314 (BF.G.S) U Henaaori) fl Bucteef 9-11-0 .. AMj^sra - 

305 112PSI2 GO-NRlRMAL 18 (F,E£) (Ifcratall6Griffin) JJeSeraai6-11-0 ... ECrthtfan E®j 

306 /11P-15 SPfWGUARATKW14KLDAS)MsPOttdd7-11-0 . .. Ptttfy IS 

307 Pi-1 RALEAOlNATIVE 16(D.GMMJadCOn)CBrao*s4-10-13.. . GBradfcy 

308 12726- ANTAPOURA2DE(S)pMalone)APQ%ien|kai5-10-9 . .. CFSwai 120 

bet™ 6: 5-2 Utdmgueo. 3-1 Go-Mem* 9-2 Mtasure Shared. 6-1 ttepoua. 0-1 ftrteegb Hw*ve. 10-1 
Gaofla 12-1 Angelo's DoutPe. 20-1 Sprrg itoWtan 

1996: WHAT A QUESRON 8-10-9 6 BraSey (4-1) M Mans (Ire) 11 an 


FORWtmUS 


Pleasue Shared pdled up in hunSe at AuJeuil (3m II 110yd, 
good to soil) Garolo 6151 3rd d 7 lo Miss Roberto In handicap 

_ hurdle al Woiceste (2m. good). Msdnguell beaten 41 n mrich by 

Pndwell hi jpade II lude al Wahaby (3m II good lo hrm). Bo-Lrtormal 2141 2nd al 5 to House 
Captain in handicap hunJa at Newtwry (3m 110yd. good) Spring Marathon 2815Ui ol 12 lo Gysal 
aifendicap hurdle alCheltenhan (3m 3. good) Rafeagh Naliva bear Feel The Power 81 In 8-runner 
ronce dose H Marts Riser On «. good) Antapoura 3716Bi d 8 to Paddy 's fleturi n grade I 
hurdle al Punchesknm (3m. good) 

GO-INFORMAL recorded an ocellail Ume M fewbury and can step up In ctass 


2.25 HENNESSY COGNAC GOLD CUP HANDICAP CHASE 

(Grade III £50.249: 3m 21110yd) (14 mnnets) 


BARTON BAM 20 (D,f,G.S) (Kks J Mottd) D Ntchoban 11-11-13 — AMaguke IK 

COOUEWJ.14(CD/.G5)(MrsJDaiBlWD8arts8-11-10 .... MARogsaJd 179 

SUHYBAY10lCJ),G.S)(UptJras9oo(fttod)CBroc*sB-11-8iter) GBradtoy IB 

BELMONT KING 224 (G.S)IWsB Bond) PNWw 4s 9-11-4_TJMwitoy 177 

ElUPE 10(BF.G^)(DJohnsoi)MRpe5-10-13 APUcCoy 171 

TRVWGAGAM357(65)(WDflrejDGnWto9-10-10. . RDuiwoody ^ 

DJB30AH42(B/.GJS)(JMsrtni FDotiaeo £F»)6-10-10.DBrtdgwaler 1E5 

G8IBMLWOLFE 10(&5)(WinningDwftareigUnTEinM8-IP-6 MrSDmdifit 182 

YORKSiH BALE 217 (F£5) (BKattal JG»*d 11-llM-L Aspe! {3) 180 

CHSORtSKV25(F£)(MTWxa)DSsMrtb 10-10-0. PHoley 181 

IKR»ARUN21(fi^gMdtaiE(Tte(lr(ke)iD-1IH)-CFSww 179 

BaLS1ARB0Y10(F.G^(KBa8SmlM)JO-3w8-1M _ Urfad&naifh 160 

GRAN6EBRAKE IS(BXJ3r.G^)(WiJMaH)HT-Dottll-IM — CUnttyD ISO 

Cfi.DEBMW42(BA5(HitaPwoB«aOFDBm(F»)7-1(W1. MrTDowaoip) 

Lmg laadtsHT Bril SMxry 9-13. Grange bate 9-8. &d De Bum 8-13 

BETTWG: 5-2 SWy Bar. 6-1 Opdtt. Tub ftr A R». 8-1 Trying Apta. KM Baton BwL Gobi* MB. Bainwr 
Ktog. Geoeni WMt. 13-1 iW«r. 

1996: C00ME «L 1 -HH) J Mow (11 2] W Oewis 11 an 


401 

40? 

403 

404 

405 

406 

407 
4Q8 

409 

410 

411 

412 

413 

414 


3221F-2 

11F10-3 

1512-1 

5HP2I- 

11212-4 

mint 

253-405 

271-NP2 

14130F- 

13d2« 

33142-4 

110W 

U5HR-4 

001-602 


Barton Bank 2kH 2nd ol 4 to One Man in grade I chase al 
Wetoby (3m II. good to rim) CoomeHT 5HI 3rd ol 6 to Banjo 

_ in handicap chase a Chekenham (3«n 31110yd. good) Suny Bay 

beer General WoUe (Sfe better oil) ill in 10-runner handicap chase al Haydock (3m. good) with 
Eudpe (4ft betar off) 2614ft. Bttmoil King bai Sam toe iNJ in 17-anaer grade ' 




chase al Ayr (4m ll. good) TrytogA^nlWI 2nd d 7 loBeknort King (18Si none rtl)m grade ll 
handier chase a) Chepstow {3m. good to sod» wrtRi Gaige Brake (31b worse on) 171 5ft; 
previously beat 0M Bridge 71 in 7-rumer handroap chase 3l Kampton (2m 41110yd, good lo soft) 
with Suny Bay (8fb worse off) 381 5h Tine For A Rial 3141 4ft ol 10 lo Second Scheduai in 
handtop chase al Naas (2m 3r. good to soli); prevkwsty neck 2nd o( 11 (0 King Ludler m amateu 
handicap chase al Cheflenhvn (3m II. good to Brm). Baft Safflioy 71 2nd of 6 to Draw In 
handicap hitnOe al Haydock (2m 41. good). Grange Brake ©91 4th of 5 (0 HiUwafc to amajaus 
handicap chase A Chetetoam (3m If. good) CleTDe Brton a 2nd of 13 to Menmort in chase A 
Auteui {2m 71 110yd good to soft) mft Djed&i (41b beber oft) 101 Ml 

SLMY BAY can continue his relentless process to Bw lop ot (he chasiog tree 


.5 


'S UjAU. STCggg'gq 


101 113143 GOOD IVES 13 (BF.F.G.S) (Ms D RdOrsoo) B Hto 12-0. 


.B Vfast (7) a 


ftacecan) torioa. Sa-Bgm hrm (F — Ml. P— 
pded op. U —iiwafaJ rider. B — trengM 
oDML S —up R —rakisBi D — 

dapaflfted) Horae's mme. Days an ha .. IW „ k ^ T ._ 

omtoa Fit ll» (B-hfirtsn. V—voa. H- ^ . Pwrwr In btttt Toto re. Agejnd 

hooa E—Eyeddeld. C—couse winner. D— Bda plus any aAomne The Time 

distance «nr» CD —couse and dfc&nn Timeteeper’s sp«d rafing. 


nfaner BF — beshn tMurita In bu ace). 
Gotag ai wfiidi none Ins won (F — ftm. good to 
torn, had G — good. S—toft, good to soft. 


2.55 


RILKE WALWYN CHASE (£5.842:2m 4f) (7 runners) 


501 /322S-2 RS.1HEP0WS116 (S) (MBoaeil KBdln 9-11-0 ...- Alfagrti 

502 5023(56 LANDS) CBTI1W10 (D,§ [1 BeB 6 Sen 14 J (TStoi 8-11-0. Uktes! Bream (3) 

503 /12FM MOJSEBBO 11 (5(0 fVra)DGaattto7-11-0 .. RDUmoody 

504 5501A- S0UNSFYK749ft,65)(SirFetor(7Sribui).lRUGettl8-11-0. MAHqp* 

505 m«0- STURM DAMAGE 287 H (Stain Dwnpie Psasl P Hcfiofc 5-11-0-TJhiejf^ 

506 ®11-F STRONGPA1ADH10 & (BAs ABroW JOtold8-11-0_PMde 

507 2301/2- VOlflEnERB&ECT388pF/JOQkilBibBttnd}Citato6-11-0 — BBradtor 

BETTVS: 9-4 Fed Tta Parer. 3-1 Sttwfl PataSa 4-1 Moot 8*4 11^ YouOeaBtttawft. 7-1 otwe. 

1996: BUQOflWSE BOV 6-11-11C Mande (5-2 In) N Tinsam-Owte 10 tan 


122 


Feel The Rower 81 2nd at 8 to Raleagh Native to novice dose S 
Martel Rasen (2m 41, good) Mouse Bird 161 3rd at 6 to Lake 
Kaflba In novice chee a INewton Abbot On 110yd. soft) Sounds 
Fyne 34 2nd of 8 bo Master Of The Rode in hanrtcap hunfle al Mattel Hasen (&n, good to sdQ. 
Storm Damage beaten a defence lOUi ol 12 In Brave Tornado In tandhap hurdle fe Chepstow (2m 
41 110yd. good to soft). Strong Paiarfin toll in novice chase at Kampton (2m. good to 
' iusly beat Nea mt in nonce hurtle al Fontwsfl (2m 3 IT 


110 yd. good to 
Ungdon (2m 110 yd. 


prevrausiy oaal n 

Youbettefaebeveft 2)51 2nd to Menefcm to hsatop hurdle 

FEEL THE POWER can boast the best tom arid win improve lor Tils tales eflert 

3.25 PETER O’SULLEVAN NOVICES HURDLE 

{£4,240: 2m 110yd) (15 runners) 


94-0111 Hours PROF 97 (Dfi5) (A PytJury) C Brooks 7-11-10 _ G Bradtoy 
104-1 QeBTrt40flE17(CD£5)W 6 Btr. £ WrUtasI Ms J PiUrBn 6-11-6 A P McCoy 

14340 AWMITD 21 (ff.OF£) (Bnqnl) Lady Huies 6-1141-R DuMmdy 

BAUJET UGH 430F (laoy Ucyd Webberj H H onda an 4-11-0 ... V * 

0 CACHALOT 21 ft Uteri C Uorbrt 5-11-6-T J Ma|toy 

4045-24 I RECALL 15 Mitts 5 Copter*) P-feyMri 6-11-6-- I Lawreoee 

25112-0 RSH FR0UC 175 (OS) (N Watt Pttraftp) R Row 5-11-0 - D Brtdgwnr 
115-2 IK MAftOW114 PULS} (F RebbWs VMo* A Sob) J Otari 5-11-0 P tfck 

34003 POLYOMAS 14 (M tease) * Batty 5-11-0-A IMgn 

0 OIBf ROYAL TRUMP 765 (M FtpatrtJ) U Bodandi 8-11-0_P holey 

250-84 SHORE PARTY 14 (Ms J Matt) N IndawCtortes 5-11-0-C f 

3F22- SKB4AOT 2S6P (0 Ettay) C hats 8-11-0 


120 

120 


103 


118 


0 SUTOfi 40 (tts J Eton) S Dow 4-11-0 -..L 

0 RES LAKE 39 (B Soto 6 ttsr J Wood) S Dow 4-11-0 .— C F Sain 

4 BB1ARA 175 {G LekjO) ri Bttage 510-9 __6 Upton 90 

BETTMG: 11-4 Mr Uwttioa. 4-1 Antnto. M Cteymre. 7-1 HoBy's Pnd*. 8-1 Shore Pady. 12-1 M y tlanids . 
14-1 Bald Ugh. Started. 20-1 otas 

1996: HW WARRBR 5-11-0 C »*% (50-1) C ftote 191* 


FORM FOCUS 


Holy's Pride beat Mr lCs Wlntabhies 4351 to B-namer novice 
chase al Tratee (2m. good lo soft). Chsnymore beto Coontry Beau 
2551 in 12-nim nwice hurdle A Nemuy (2m 110yd. good). 
Andante 23513rd ol 11 to Dines m novice hunfle a Ylfintanton (2m. good) with Cachalot (tevefc) 
beaten a distance 9Bi I Recafl 9UI 4ft of 14 to Twtohev In novice teak cap hridle al Chettertran 
12m 110yd. good) Mr Markham LSI 2nd ol 7 to Circus Six in grade II novice hunfle al Cheltenham 
(2m 110yd. good) with Pntydamas (lewis) 413rd and Shore Party (levels) 1M 4ft. Bedara 1714ft 
of 19 to Gratcmr in macm Ittdle ai Worcester (2m 41, good). 

Iffi MARKHAM can go one better ten or Ms highly promising hurtles debut 


NEWCASTLE 


12.10 Sad Mad Bad 
12.40 Burnt Imp 
1.10 Birkdale 


THUNDERER 

1.40 Speaker Weatherill 

2.15 Master Beveled 
2.45 River Unshion 

3.15 Durano 


GOING: GOOD 


SIS 


12.10 NEWCASTLE BUILDING SOCIETY JUVBSLE NOVICES HURDLE 

(3-Y-0. £2,841- 2m) (15 runners) 

1 11 CORAL ISLAND 74 (D.F.GJ|F PaBrn Jfio&Mid 11-8 PCwbenv 11» 

2 . 1 SAO UAOBAD 16 (G1 (PSarlT) UrsM Itovrtey 11-3 PMvn W 

3 * BARM3LAGHBOY 42F (U ButtOmtooroafi LUj T ExfeTOv 10-12 . RGumt 

4 CITY HALL 4$F (tbs R key A Mrs VUferd) Mrs V Wad 10-12 .. DGabotar 

5 FREEDOM CHANCE 64F (WHhatrr Rasreg) M Hammond 10-12... R Garri&y 

6 00 Hira*fK£R24 rife. J ShWl R Wontm* 10-12 -... VOmm 67 

7 4 H0HEXPLORB111 ISM** tehy Svtecatol D Bate KM2 .. J Cataghan 73 

S IU SRLL 1€RE 220F (I4rs j Bory) J Qlte 10-12.GLwp) 

9 0 KERMAN 16 (J FtehenKrc 8 D B*dl J Ftuwri Johnson 19-12 . . K Johnson 

10 05 RUSSAH ASPECT 161* Btel M W EasWtn 10-12 _ . . P MHfcflEV (5) 56 

11 03 SABRE DANCSi 74 (R Allan) R Alim 10-12 -__ 5 Metros* (7) 90 

12 SPAMW 53F (4ttab Gstod Caravan Part) M W tafletry 10-12 . UFostor 

13 TARRADALE 38F [Adlre Can ftaonqj C BocBi 10-12.B Grattan (5) 

14 DUBAI NURSE fJ SIMM A Dttsi 10-7_ ..... RSopMe 

15 6 nBBOI4£TTA 14 {Mrr A Ftmefl) J Gofcile 10-7 .. . R IfeGraUI (3) 40 

BETTING' 9-4 Sad iA*1 Bad. T-2 Coal tsbnd 5-1 Banturgn Boy. 8-1 Ov Hai. tO-1 spwty. 12-1 Fnadnm 
i^uau. (tear Asoea k-i attisn 

1996. JAO\50NPARK 1D-I2R Dmoody CM bv) TEastaUy 24 ran 

12.40 STANLEY RACING NOVICES CHASE 

(£4.356. 2m 41) (6 runners) 

1 112D5-3 BURNT W 13 (BFD.F.&5) (NMasai) G M ttwe 7-11-4 _ J Cttagte SB 

2 500130- ELEMait OF RISK 345 (Tnrtcy PteuntM w Cmmghwi 7 -H-4 ■ N Sown 

3 5502-36 ICNALI117 (J Stosuescn) P Dtoatti 7-11-4 . ..R fiarrtiv 

4 0091/3 UNSTB1 Q.DHY 20 IF) iMrs P Krtry) U W Ezdatn 6-11-4 . P Csbany 95 

5 1310P-5 WAR ECHO 13(051 ftHCitadnflLUBwS-IM .- _RStete 61 

6 1133-440 (WALL CROSSETT 5 (Mn f WnxihBid] E Can 12-11 -4 _S Taylor (5) 72 

flETTme ro-n eumr te Ita-se t£asta Ban. II i UenM. 8-1 PTw Ed». J&aenan at Hai. 33-1 
Omaatl Crostdt 

1996. SPARKY GAYLE 6-11-9 B Storey [4-6 to} C PStei IU ran 


1.1 0 K0RTHGATE TRUCK RENTAL NOVICES HURDLE 

(£2.253 3m) (6 TUfiners) 

1 4-1 OLD WSH WNG 12F (G) W Bfe*ey) P Hztam *-11-4 _ . U Foster 106 

2 02-2 BtatnALE 13 <E Bate*} L U»hjd 6-10-12--R Supple Qg 

3 304425 CYPRESS AVENUE 130 fKEB Partnwshlo) tts V Itard 5-10-12 . OGattagiw 104 

4 PI/231- FOR CATHAL 299 (D.tVS) (D Ha#) tts M Rareiey 6-10-12.. P fetal 

5 OPO JOLLY HEART 11 (Lady Am* Batei] 0 Brennan 7-10-1? -- M Brennan 

6 O- GRACE1AN0 243 (K Borfejl F Murpty 5-10-7. R Gate 

BETTWG: 11-8 CM Ftosh Wlrq. 5-3 Brt&ta 7-2 For CWM. 8-1 Cywess *I9W 30-1 Gaaind 25-1 Jafty 
Halt 

1996. ASSnerr 5-10-1? M 0*ya ((8-3M FtoGsatt 35 ran 


1 .45 NORTH EAST AUTO TRADER HANDICAP CHASE 

(£6.450:3m) (6 runners) 


1 E7T1PP- EAS6Y JOKER 387 (BF,C£G£) (6 (Mart) SI 
? 324111 5PE«EBWEATHB?1111 (CD/.G) 0 Brennan 8-11-5 .. 

? 13P4/3- SUOSIKX 398 (V.CAG)(UutttM|MIVEattbr 10-1 

4 21112-3 KEWIDRE-SFEED31 (T.G^nTUOactolbbSSnfeiiHO- 

5 1231U31 ROYAL VACATW 21 (CJlf.G) (G Ed*anfel G M ifcore 8-KM 

6 1114-n CATSRUN l3(F£)(lftsAKBy) JUps*9-7(W- 

Long hanfcsoE CNs tan 9-12. 

BETTWG. 2-1 Konnm Spnst 5-2 Speak* YteAeril. 11-2 Boyd Vxatov 7-1 Easby Joke. Sdver 3n4 8-1 
Cos Run 

1956. TUnWG TROC 9-11-13 A Magufre (7-4 bt] D fOtfsboo 9 ran 



. Preran 

136 

. UBiemefi 

151 

_RGstsy 

— 

_RGuesl 

15T 


m 

. .. R State* 

138 


FORMfiDCHS 


RA 



COMMENTARY 



! RESULTS : 


101 



102 

202 


103 


IvM'jt*,® 

104 

204 


105 

t&J 

IRISH 

120 

wm 


m j 


IRISH LOTTERY RESULT 
0930 162 441 


n*mV50niwr»4«° , ° , *~ t 


RACING NEXT WEEK 


MONDAY: Fokesions (first race. 1 OO). 
Kelso (1230}. Worcester (12.40) 
TUESDAY: Newcastle M2 20}. Newton 
Abbot (1 00). Ungfleki Park (AW. 
12.40) 

WEDNESDAY: CaHenck (12.50). 

fontweO Park (1 10). SouthweB (1 OOl 
THURSDAY: Leicesier (12.50), Wind¬ 
sor urn UngfieM Pam (Aw. i toj 

FRIDAY: Exeter (12 50). Hereford 
(12 40). Sandown Park (1 00) 

SATURDAY: Chepstow (BBC. 1 15), 
Sandown Park (C4. 12 50). Towcester 
■(12 45). Wtfberby (1240). Wolver¬ 
hampton (C4. AW, 1.05) 

Fla! meetings m bold 


Eastry Joker pulled up In handicap chase ai Newctete (2m 41. 
good) Speaker Weather® beat Lort Of The West 221 in 3-ncirei 
handicap etoso A VIMharby (3m II. good), pnmoudv beat Golden 
Hello 261 in 5-runner handicap draco al Netratode (2m 41. good to firm) SItwrSOck 10) 3rd ol 6 to 
Sands Strong in tamicap dose A Wetiwby (3m ll. good), previously 2114ft ol 7 to Toogcod To 
Be True in htotSezo chase at WeffMby {3m 110yd, good) with Easby Joker (2Sib none an) 411 
6ft Kenmare-Spaed 2613rd ol 4 to Poller's Bay in handicap chase at Cheltenham (2m 41 TiOyd. 
good lo hrm). previously 1812nd ol 6 to Cartoon Gold in handicap chase al Wotatampton (3ra ll. 


SPEAKER WEATHERILL a ui pert tom and can continue the good vuk 

2.15 NEWCASTLE BUILDING SOCIETY 
FJBHT7N6 HFIH HANDICAP HURDLE (£21.791:2m) (8 runners) 

1 01B&Z4 PADREMX111 (CO.&S) (laft LtOyOWaMwl C Brodo 9-11-r - RGuesl 142 

2 IZ3KO- MASTER BEVELED 11F (IMLBHMraEWdaRElP ban 7-11-4 . GTtrrrray 152 

3 2P03-15 STAR RAGE 13 (CO,F^5) (J*bdl| M Johnson r-11-2-- DSaUgkr 156 

4 IT-0164 NATIVE-QAISOG13 (O.F^) (9rKenrsij WP MuOins tael6-10-11 UrRWrtsn 154 

5 1120-91 VWfte HAM) B (COAS) (Ladf Dors Wtewl J RnGfirtt. 6-10-9-PCstary 142 

C 11141-3 STASH THE CASH 21 (DJA5) (G 3*e0 M Hamart 6-10-4 . . . RGwoBy 156 

7 0-45330 HONVHnGE 13I&G5) (AUaui MOtapmwi6-1Q-4-- WWorthington ^ 

6 241-314 RYBBEWIE7(nE£KMtay«cklRSraaaan6-10-4.HSogpC IS 

long t iw i itoto Han Mnug* 9-12 Rpaj Eagle 96 

BETTB9G- 156 Witt HnL 9-2 Start The Cadi. 5-1 S> Fbge Nafirr-Oart* 7-1 Fqdre Us 12-1 Mum 
Bewtei. Ryng Eagle. 25-1 fen Vboge 

1895- SPACE TRUCKS! 5-10-4 J Sam (5-2) Kk J ttrtrgwn (ke) 6 ran 


FQGUS 


Padre Mo 27! 4ft of 6 n late Kartoa bi novice chase £ rtewten 
Abbot (2m 110yd. soft. prenoDsir 3 2nd at 8 to Queen 01 Spades 

_ in novice diase a Bangor |2m ll UOyd. good) tote Bmeted 

34! 13ft ol 19 to Dreams End to grate ■ handicap hunfle al Haydock ram. good to ftm>. pcevmal7 
J719fc al 11 to Shadow Leader in grade Btorttert Ap{2m. gooB Naflvwtorig lEBJOiol 17to 
Mr Perey in hamfleap hreoia d Cheherfram (2m MOyd. gmd) ntih Star Rage (IB> beder offi 111 £Si 
and Non Vintage (3b worse oft 2119th Whip rtmd beat Red F^a 41 m frumer tarUle rt Antoee 
Cm 110yd. good), reemurty H 2nd ol 4 to Saranartino m barilla a Newbore (2m 110yd good) 
&sh The Gash 7) 5d of 4 to Slar Rage (» worse OB) to ItandKap hwdie rt Newcastle (2m.j3ad 


to Tern), prevuxtsly bat Kdtefly Bov 
Eagle 2514ft'ol 6 to Good Vtoes in I 
beal Beacon FEgld 2)41 hi 3-rurew 


al Kelso (2m 11 
ai Atmree (2m i rog. gt 


ludfe a Sandown ( 

WHP HAND is (jm JiB SSing weft and could be- ferKrtly treated 


t9 finnj.' 
to s=ft). prevfiHCty 
10yd. good) 


2.45 DOUGLAS SMffH MBIORIAL HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3.843:2m 4f) (10 runners) 


■314132 H«BGHBULDS21 (CJVAS)ttssLtasstt 10-12-0 _ _MForter 

4533117 ESYM570(B.07 : .G,SltabsHaownlMWEtttoby 10-11-12-RGtaert 

322217-3 nXUTAN 21 (BJIfASI U RdB) N tatter 8-11-8 ____RfenKy 


148 


)MC 14 fBFE3) (R OoM 6 ndosds 7-H4__PCarbaov 

1FI54-3 I40NTHAVE 14 (OJ.Gj) [0 SCIrel J 6otf»6-11-1-STaytorR 

4U-5434 MASTER BOSTON 10 (D/7L5) (M Dtfcm) R WaaBotM9-10-13-WDwro 

123F31- BUIE CHARM 337 (OF) Mra S Baftora* MO-13__ Mr M Bradbome (7) 

2/tF-R RHOSSBJ BAY 35 (F£) tab & Mrs vr HNaenc) tts M Rneiey 9-10-6.... Pftren \u 

3U233-1 VALUE RAMA 18 (F.S) (D Mortmd) 0 Seito 8-KM-J Catalan 134 

32113-2 RrvenJHWSW 13 (D/^)(RQrt«)JHteHRlJtfiwK7-HM_— RStpt* 137 

BETTOG: 7-2 Rher Uretoi 5-1 fivetogh BwUi. Vrt da Rama. 7-1 Rhoall Bar. H Moocare. Bka Ctomi 10- 
1 Real Tone, tests Bssen. 12-1 Otters 

1996: EASBY JOKBt B-12-0 P feren (4-1) S Kektewtt 10 tm 


i-At4**-m-AWi Rvelelgb adds MI 2nd ol 5 lo Royal Vacabon in handicap chase 
RffiM fOGUS-^ D-135 rt Newastie (3m 61, good to (km): pwiously 241 bd of 3 
- ' to Lad 01 The Wes) in lades chase 0-135 rt Cafcfc (3m. 

cap OBse 0-130 al Wathartqr (2m 41 
handicap chase JJ-fTS a) Ayr (an 4f. 
. Master Boston is 4ft ol 6 to Pongo 
tang in handicap erase 0-135 rt Haydodc (2m 41. good). 8toa Cham beat Weds Belle 2HI in B- 
mnner novice chase rt Uussetough (3m. good to tern); previously 51 3rt of TO to Sparky Gayle In 
novice chase rtNewosta (2m 41. good) Rnossfi Bay beaten a dsfenca 3rd of 5 lo Hermes Harvest 


nmcap chase 0-115 rt Mussetoigh (2 

River Unshion 31612nd ol 8 to Manor Uea to handicap ebse 0-125 rt Chehenfam (2m 4111 
good): previously 2VI 3rd of Tl to CPtooef to Chrrt rn novice chase at Perth (3m, 

RIVER UNSHKM has scape and Bus is nor Bw strongest race 


3.15 CHISHOLM BOOKMAKERS HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£3.388:2m) {7 lunners) 

1 I22D-RJ DURANO 16 (BEJ)^) |C Smoxl TExUbrB-11-V) .. 1 _.' RStoft 726 

: 110304 SEAVtCTOfl20(BJflUStai)JLHmts5-11-9_DGttagtrer RS 

3 105-32 OLMfCa 15(BF^HL«Btei)JRCGeB*J5-H-3_PCstany IS 

24P1421 31KS araFa 1 JHetert lira J Browi 6-11-1- SGratetS) 1*4 

EGFDREAMS6(fi(.... . — 


0611/22 HOUSE OF DREAMS 6 (&U 6 UttsM lid] GM Moan 5-10-13 .... KBatty 123 
G -3232P1 WELL APPPWTS117 0fjb (D w i dimy Rum B MwttggatB-IM GL»W IS 

1 1F035-0 DOUBLEAEBiT 16ft,e,S)lHadadUri)HJotRnn4-10-6 _RSBfgfe • IS 

BET 1 KG 11-4 taanga 4-1 Drain, 5-1 Sea Vk&r. Mas* 0( Qreans 6-1 Bran. Wd taanateH. 14-1 Dcttta 
Agent 

1996. QRCUSUNE 5-10-5 M Dwi* (2-1 M MWEtettr ID ran 


FDRMK)CUS 


Durano inserted rider in nows dbase rt Martel teen (2m 4L 
good), previously nonce chase rt Bangor (2m If 110yd. good) 
Sea Victor 11] 4ft of 7 to Star Maris! in handicap ludfe 0-130 a 
Wawidr (2m 3. good), prewxisfy 801 26ft of 28 to Big Strand m hsxficap hretfle at CheBenttr 
(2m 51. good lo fan). Quango 5412nd cl lObStilyMoiKrUiconhdcphdBQ-IIOrtMafeiFbsea 
12m II 110yd. good): prenafify 1313rd of B lo Thrower In lunRcai ludfe 0-120 rt Haydock (2m. 
good) Bums bed Perttand Squua in n 8-nnner handicap tuole 0-115 al Sedgeffeid (ftn 11. 
goodj. rrevKaclv ri2ndof5toBesiOIAAiD landrcap ludfe 0-125 rt Newcastle (2m. good to 
firm) House Dr Dreams t)Xl2ndol7toSiaierondepihan(tapiudle D-1iprtCaaericfcr2m 3f. 
town in han 


defence 9ft ol13 to Toby Brown In bamScap hunfle 0-1 i 5 rt Martel Raan (2m 5f flOyd. gmd): 
previocely 121 5* ol 10 m Seaflte ADey m 4yo irart h a p hunfle rt Haydodi (2m. goaf) 
DURAND was a propessive lunfler last season wid returns to tenter well Healed 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

0 Brenun 

s tafewes 

Us (4 HmBtgy 
U W Easteiv 
J FtognH 
G tenth 


Wins 

Ftars 

% 

JOCKEYS 

Mnei 

tees 

% 

5 

16 

30 

M Brans 

5 

16 

30 

3 

'2 

a o 

P Nrvn 

39 . 

134 

31 

37 

159 

233 

P Cttwiy 

5 

24 

206 

11 

53 

2Q8 

R SrtrBtj 

13 

75 

ITS 

11 

59 

196 

M Fott 

4 

S 

IS 4 

13 

71 

1BJ3 

H Bertfer 

4 

38 

105 


Antapoura looks 
good value to 
go one better 


NEWBURY 

BBCl 

1.15: Sanmartino has done 
little wrong over hurdles but 
is unproven on ground this 
soft. Significantly, his only 
defeat came in the Champi¬ 
on Hurdle, where he fire 
ished sixth, two places and 
nearly fourth lengths behind 
I’m Supposin. Now with 
Richard Rowe, fire former 
Irish hurdler accounted for 
Finnegan’s Hollow impres¬ 
sively last season and should 
be fit enough on his seasonal 
reappearance. Juyush did 
not always look the most 
natural hurdler last term 
despite remaining unbeaten, 
but has the advantage of 
having won on heavy 
ground. 

1.50: Go-Informal, second to 
Urubande in the Sun Alli¬ 
ance Novice Hurdle two 
seasons ago, missed last 
term but made a most prom¬ 
ising comeback behind 
House Captain over course 
and distance 18 days ago. 
Proven on heavy ground, he 
is sure to run well. However, 
Antapoura, second in this 
race 12 months ago. could be 
the value bet If Aidan 0*Bri- 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap: CIEL DE BRION 
(2^5 Newbury) 

Next best Him Of Praise 
(2.10 Haydodc Park) 

en’s mare runs to her best 
she has a dear-cut chance 
and the omens are good after 
a Flat success at the Curragh 
last month. She will relish 
the soft ground. 

225: see left 

Richard Evans 

NEWCASTLE 
CHANNEL 4 

1.45: Easby Joker loves this 
course and goes well fresh, 
but is not particularly well 
handicapped. Speaker 
Weatherill has not been un¬ 
duly punished for a recent 
treble. His energetic style, 
however, may prove ex¬ 
hausting on this softer 
ground, at a stiffer trade 
than Wether by hist time. 

Kenm ore-Speed copes 
with the mud. even if he only 
just gets home over longer 
trips under testing condi¬ 
tions. Much improved last 
season, he shaped better 
than the distance he was 
beaten on his Cheltenham 
reappearance might suggest. 
Royal Vacation prefers fester 
ground, but the idle Silver 
Stick could go well. 



TODAY'S RACES 
ON TELEVISION 


2.15: Whip Hand is the one to 
beat, having impressed in 
small conditions races this 
season, but is unlikely to 
offer much in the way of 
value, as he requires a 
career-best performance 
here. Native-Darrig ran 
particularly well when 
fourth in the Cheltenham 
handicap won by Mr Percy, 
given that he is thought not 
to like undulating tracks. 

He can confirm the form 
with Star Rage, a length 
behind him (Mb better off), 
who likes the stiff finish here 
but is better suited by faster 
ground. Master Beveled, fit 
from the Flat put up some 
sterling efforts in defeat last 
season. 

2.45: The fairly-treated 

Ftveleigh Builds sets the 
standard here, but he ideally 
wants further. He will also 
help set a decent pace — 
encouraging interest in the 
gifted Issyin. 

Chasers who have missed 
a season through injury 
must be fit when risked 
again, and there is evidence 
to that effect in the applica¬ 
tion of blinkers (indispens¬ 
able to his best form) and the 
booking of Richard Guest, a 
jockey adept on horses that 
need covering up early. 
Montrave will come on for 
his reappearance, but 
Rhossili Bay's jumping is 
flawed, while River Unshion 
contested a modest race for 
Cheltenham last time. 

3.15: Quango was outbatlled 
by SiHy Money at Market 
Rasen last time, though that 
looks rather more creditable 
in view of the winner’s 
subsequent victory at 
Aintree. Well Appointed re¬ 
verted to timber with success 
at Kelso last time; a feat that 
can be emulated by the Tim 
Eastefby-trained Durano. 

This honest performer, 
though baffled by fences tills 
season.comes from a yard in 
peak form and lends a touch 
of class to this modest event 
It could be decisive that he 
relishes cut underfoot, un¬ 
like Well Appointed and Sea 
Victor. Bures, who won in 
styie at Sedgefield last time, 
should ensure a decent pace. 

Chris McGrath 


Like to OWN a 


Then send no& for TPS TO BLKLDA DREAM 
ON' - the British liorseretog Board's own 
official video guide to buying your very fct 
racehorse, ff you're serious about becoming 
an owner. It could be the best investment . 
youli ever make 


ORDER NOW ON 

01753 89721 1 



Pick up the phone 
PICK VPA£10FREE BET 

FOR FIRST TIME TE!£PH0NE CALLERS staking £25 or more 
asing Switch, Delta or Solo bank or building society debit cards. 




3 mites 2% furlongs. Handicap Chase, Newbury 2.25pm, Live on BBC TV. 

11/4 Suny Bay 11/1 Eudipe 
6/1 Time For A Run 12/1 Ciei De Brion 
6/1 Trying Again 14/1 Barton Bank 
8/1 Belmont King 33/1 Bell Staffboy 
8/1 Djeddah 33/1 Yorkshire Gale 
9/1 General Wolfe 40/1 Oh So Risky 
10/1 Coome Hill 50/1 Grange Brake 

ft wn wmpliopmjfrterea, Wul.«Mmw«ro».llon nra—-no bi. 

jj^oopsqttiHNbtoBa'reTCCT-T^^ 

RING TODAY-BET TODAY 

0800 771771 

UDmIoto loul imm tv c*B SJO. Ortr BTi cm*?.) 

Tree bet is a £10 Straight Forecast 
on the Newbiny 2425pm today. 
(Please place your bet and make 
your free bet selection within 



TO OPEN A CHEDIT ACCOUNT FREEPHONE 0000 289 892- WILLIAM HILL RULES APPLY. 
PUKES SUBJECT TO FLUCTUATION. 
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Peter Q’Sullevan, racing commentator supreme, will 
lay down his microphone for the last time today 


P eople always marvel 
at the sheer profes¬ 
sionalism of Sir Peter 
O’Sullevan. I can't for 
the life of me think why. Now 
it happens that, for reasons 
best known to itself, The Times 
has asked me to review a book 
called Pirelli Calendar Clas¬ 
sics. It is on the floor as I write. 
I have not the slightest doubt 
that Kate Moss and Naomi 
Campbell have the quality of 
professionalism in overplus. 
But it is not the first thing that 
strikes you. 

O’Sullevan calls his last race 
at Newbury this afternoon. He 
will not make any jokes. He 
will not make any errors. He 
will not add any verbal ccdour 
at all, bat once be has gone, it 
will seem as if all BBC racing 
is in monochrome. 

He is now in his eightieth 
year. He has broadcast on 
radio or television, cm 50 
Grand Nationals, 50 Royal 
Ascots, 50 Goodwoods:, nice 
round figures. And something 
will go out of raring, out of 
sport, out of popular culture, 
with this stepping-down. 

O’Sullevan represents a ge¬ 
nus heading for extinction. He 
is the voice of his sport To 
hear such a voice is (or was) to 
know exactly where you are, 
and why. Other members of 
this genus include John Arlott 
in cricket Dan Maskell, in 
tennis. Eddie Waring, in rug¬ 
by league. Others, still living 
but no longer active, indude 
David Coleman, in track and 
field, and. perhaps, Kenneth 
Wolstenholme in football. 

I doubt if the genus will 
survive much longer. Modem 


televised sport—well, there is It is indeed jolly difficult 
just so damn much of it, so and I couldn’t begin to do it 
many competing channels, so but a lot of people can. And 
many vo ices clamouring for professionalism isn’t exactly 
our attention. The old voices unique to O’Sullevan. Profes- 
knew they had- our attention sionalism is a minimum ex- 
all along.They never tried, nor pedation. 1 expect most of us 
needed to try. to seduce. TTiey are decent professionals in. our 
knew ii was a long-term way: professionalism is redly 
relationship. only absence of vice. 

No, the point about 
O’Sullevan is not his profes¬ 
sionalism. It is simply this: 
love: The reason he possessed 
the ability to call every race, 
from the humblest seller to the 
Grand National, as if it were a 
matter of all-absorbing inter¬ 
est, was because h was a 
matter of all-absorbing inter¬ 
est. And you can’t fake that 
Every race really is, for the 
minutes of its running, a 
matter of fascination. He sim¬ 
ply cannot help that quiet 
relish that is always in his 
voice as they come under 
starter’s orders, simply cannot 
help the rise in pitch as the 
favourite takes it up with a 
hundred yards to go. 

“I’m mad about it" 
O’Sullevan said. “I’m mad 
about the principal players. 
And although I’m a punter, 
the horses always come first" 
Every single race is a matter of 
earth-shattering importance 
O'Sunevan steps down in — at least it is for some of his 
this year of. as it were, file audience. Some of these will 
golden wedding between him- lose money and a few will win. 
self and the viewer and listen- O’SulIevan knows — knows 
er. And people will pay due from hard-won experience — 
respect to his professionalism, that it matters. *Tfs all very 
to his ability to pull off the well for Murray Walker to 
difficult feat of reading a race, make cracks and gaffes,” 
remembering all the jockeys’ O’SuQevan said. “The motor- 
colours and all the names of raring audience doesn’t have a 
all the horses. pecuniary involvement" He 


SIMON 

BARNES 




has the respect for a punter, 
that you can only really find in 
a punter. 

A race-reader must be some¬ 
thing of the automaton. I was 
always convinced that the 
Extel Blower's announce¬ 
ments, before the days of 
betting-shop television, were 
made by a Dalek. It was 
O’Sullevan”s triumph to com¬ 
bine such impersonal effici¬ 
ency with file warmth of an 
all-too-human punter. 

In truth, the myth of 
O’Sullevan as the world’s 
most fearless punter is some¬ 
what off the pace. "I don’t 
want to sound clever. I’ve 
always bet for too much, far 
more than I should." But he 
sees, himself as a cautious 
punter — and certainly not a 
gambler, who must bet on 
every race. 


O’Sullevan relishes best the 
ante-post bet. the taste of the 
good firing, spotted in humble 
surroundings, that will soar to 
ever-greater heights. Or not, of 
course. The romance of the 
business has never left him. 
And he has. times without 
number, commented with his 
usual impassioned accuracy 
on races that have carried his 
money to triumph and 
disaster, and his voice, always 
warm, always rising, treating 
the two imposters just the 
same. 

He managed that, even 
when he owned the winner 
himself. And he would mutter, 
almost swallow the line: 
Attivo, owned by Peter 
O’Sullevan, trained by ... I 
reminded him of the glorious 
Michael Ben tine record of file 
football announcer winning 


the pools and he chuckled — 
he is one of the few men who 
can chuckle — for a tong time 
in relish of all the terrible 
things he didn't do when 
Attivo, when Be Friendly, 
strutted their stuff. 

I n fact, half the tape of our 
meeting is about Attivo. 
Which is not really much 
use to anybody. I have a 
long series of stories about a 
terrific horse that was greatly 
loved. It was. I suppose, rather 
unprofessional of me to let him 
run on about how he bought 
the dam and bred the colt 
"And they said you've got a 
right little corker here and, if 
he only grows a little, you'll be 
able to run him at die White 
City." 

But the fact is. such horsey 
tales are die breath of life to 


those who love talking horse. 
And, contrary to popular wis¬ 
dom, hearing them is almost 
as good as telling them. Like 
love stories, every horsey tale 
is the same, and every one is 
unique. Never mind how he 
remembers all those different 
coloured shirts: the love sroiy 
of O’Sullevan and Attivo is 
what counts. 

“And he won the Daily 
Express Triumph Hurdle, 
imagine that, a race sponsored 
by file newspaper I worked 
for. and having to make that 
rather narcissistic announce¬ 
ment at die end." Arid he still 
called every horse home from 
first to last, without going 
Michael Bentine. He has a 
runner. Sounds Fyne. at 
Newbury this afternoon: even 
if it wins, and I hope it does, 
the usual professionalism will 


be in place: even if it loses, the 
warmth of love will still sound 
in his voice. 

He does not plan to shut up 
completely. He will continue 
his campaign for something 
called the air-cushion whip, a 
device that does not damage 
the animals. He will also 
campaign against the live 
export of horses. Three cheers 
from this column for both 
those firings. 

The pattern runs straight 
and true, you see. Mad about 
it. Mad about the game. Above 
all, mad about horses. From 
t)ie first pony, best and only 
friend of an only child, to every 
horse that has ever run under 
his assessing eye. he has been 
mad about them alL Never 
mind the professionalism. In 
the end, it is only love that 
counts. 
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Dublin Flyer’s lonely return 



•“ • .. f V 

IT IS not the way he should 
be remembered. The New¬ 
bury crowd had turned their 
backs to the course; their walk 
to the winner's enclosure ani¬ 
mated by the drama they had 
> witnessed in the dosing 
’ stages of the Jacky Upton 
Handicap Chase yesterday. 

Challenger Du Luc had 
confirmed himself fearful of 
open spaces, his resolve feB- 
' ing die moment he tot* 
charge from a labouring 
Callisoe Bay; his rival had 
retrieved the lead on die post. 
But if Challenger Du Luc was 
glad of the company, rarely 
can Dublin Flyer have been 
so lonely. 

The darling of so many 
greater occasions, Dublin Fly¬ 
er had — for the third race in 
succession r- looked a shad¬ 
ow of del Few steeplechasers 
in recent years, have tackled 
adversity with, such enthusi¬ 
asm. whetherthe fences them- 


By Chris McGrath 

selves, tfval horses or the 
unyielding Cheltenham HilL 
Now Brendan Powefl, a vital 
ingredient to .their stirring 
partnership, cantered past the 
winning post, totally unher¬ 
alded, having pulled up leav¬ 
ing the hack straight. 

While Dublin Flyer runs in 
the colours of John Sumner, 
racegoers have long fdt them¬ 
selves the horse’s true owners. 
Some had little encourage¬ 
ment to offer them, though he 
did not formally dismiss the 
chances of the 11-yearold 
racing again. 

“I wouldn’t say that just 
yet," the disappointed owner 
said. “Hie last thing we want 
to see is this happening every 
time. Brendan said he felt fife 
old buzz going down, but 
when the tape went up, he felt 
like a dnmtoSmnner added: 
“We’re going to have him 
scoped, took at his back, do 
everything we possibly can — 


» *■ . ... •'*>•■ . 

let’s just hope we can find 
something." • - • •• 

Indomitable gameness hav¬ 
ing been Dublm Flyers hall¬ 
mark. it is ironic that the race 
itself should be derided by the 
irresolution of Challenger Du 
Luc Nor could that horse 
have done less credit to the 
determination that defines so 
many Martin Pipe horses. 

Their attitude mirrors pre¬ 
cisely that of their trainer and 
this was confirmed by 
Rainwaich’s success in the 
opening Freshman’s Juvenile 
Novices’ Hurdle, which 
brought op the fastest century 
in a season — breaking 
another of his own records, 
set on December 13 last year. 

"They've been flying," Pipe 
said. "It really is incredible. I 
just set out to win races, not to 
beat records. We can’t keep it 
up forever, but we’ll keep 
trying." Not so, one fears, 
Dublin Flyer. 



THUNDERER 

1JL30 Afbaha. 1.00 Northern Sadder. 1.30 Thrower. 
2jOO Over The DeeL 230 Soldier Mak. 330 
Kadastrof. 330 Timely Magic. 


G0WG: GOOD TO SOFT 


SIS 


12.30 QUINTON NOVICES HURDLE 

(£4,257:2m) (19 twiners) 


5331 AITHE 8LL12 (5) M Rp* 5-11-5 
-P31 QPSY 6ECF 12 (WSJ G HDfatanJ 6-11-5 . 

ru nann 14 j mb 4-11-0 —— 
50 BROMHLLOW12 M Ms B VMag 4-11*0 

(MU BULKD BOV 40 P Hobbs 5-11-0-— 

? BUZZARDSBB1BU0Y7BSnrtiMl-fl - 
CMNAMON STICK 19BF P Mgato 4-11-0 . 


5 COL MH0R 20 R (Won 4-11 


_ £ Byrne 

_ B Upton 

_ H Many 81 
Mr ll tfactay (?) 
S Wynne 


UAU0ND MARKET 513F B CanMp Ml-fl — Gnrtnra 
S EVWtSJVE RUWtH 31 A K ttowj 5-11-D S MdW 

3 V SOME FOR A BUBTOH 21F (BT) P Mrto 7-11-0 J B ttwwgf 
6-3F KARLfiXIHCHORUS7IBsJman7-11-0 IfrR VteMwp) 

ROD- HI BAY SAM 224 RDUb 6-11-0- - Ol&ra 

MOOTS STORM 918FSM5-1VO T —_ WUrfaM 
25-3 ROTALSCWWR14(BRMHwpta5-11-0 B1 MWB 

16 1- SB UWCHAL0T 245 Wfl PR WWW 4-11-0 ATOcmta 

17 3 WHAT A FUSS 61 Ho H IMgH 4-11-0- P Hmtey g) 

IB 0000 IMRV ffiANQS <T1 LGasskkA-IM.—- I SdMw Q 

19 MO StSSKEHURStFLYER9Hfefco5-1IW- 

3-1 ra The B4L 4-1 sn- tmcJatt. 5-1 Spsi Sjot 5-1 MB Santa. 7-1 
ttstaed OwntS-l AWa. .10-1 Wat A Fibs. 20-1 orta _ 

1.00 TTLTYARD BRIDGE HANDICAP CHASE 


1 43-3 S0KTXRK SA00LEH19 (OJJLS) H fttfeeltMI-HJ__ 

Aina run 

2 2111 HO UGHT 36 (D.FJL5) A TameB 10-11-6-- IWwr 

4 651- Wffi«VZ81 pflBtesA3c«l8-lW . BThoratw pj 
4-5 Tcfclnrt 9-4 Mn LqW 9-2 Nrtheoi Sadder. 20-1 Wertfe. 

1.30 WARWICKSHIRE COUffiE OF AGRICULTURE 
HANDICAP HURDLE (£4,812’ 2m 31) (5) 

1 1M STAB sanmat 1 ZJS) J Mte taB-IT-11 — tIMWig. 

2 1131 THRDWHT10I® S,&«**»W4 —- 

3 iS-6 SPLBBPTHYME 1 3 (BESj 1 teg5-11-1- 

t .113 PEALH6S21 (06WtadS-IM-- 

'5 3-11 TtBTBHWH 16 (SJ D BflxPS® «-TIM — fl Thornton (3) 
2-1 Home 3-1 ftafegL Tnfay Buna. 5-1 SarSrtdm.8-1 TTye 


■ 1.00 STAMWA TEST HANDICAP CHASE - 

25.D3D:.3m2f)(6) 

T46»HKiwMIV 1M RRootoP) 
JslT«a**l1-3 HBatoray 

BkwIm 7-114 -wm™ 

--IfaBlMWi--— SIM 

6 «nwc«swB**vu-iw-- — l « nH ' r 

i Hop&ce. 114 Dean. M Oudi l». 4-1 ftfl Of Has, 10-1 Oto 


1 3S- HUOFOAWZaj 

2 CHURCH LAW 20 f 

3 » OyfflTSDB.' 

4.411- RJWKf2SBj 

5-a-3 cRaorisr 


2.30 WARWICK (UdVOtSITY HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2^20:2m) (13) 

mC2SF(aS)PMurj»W 
I (DI.SJ P Esdts 5-lt-B 


130- S8SVAN MYSTIC 2SF 
2111 NOBLE T0H 3 . . . 

3353 PAR OF JACKS 16 fpfffl PI 
•232 SOlIlfP MAK 22 J Uadtf* 4-11-5 


4-11-10 _ A Thontso 
_— R Thorton (31 
Hobbs7-11-6 . hOR winger m 
— EttaheodRQ 

314- miARSTO450 (B.BF.QJMiaiB-11-4 _ XAbpauffl 

3F11 BRAY RASia 25 SOflMPtoe 3-11-3-BSondatS) 

P50F UARSAYAS10(F,SFJonfin4-11-2 _—--DBym 

-001 SECRETGTT14 phflMnJPftTBfM-ll-l MfRWiMey S) 

2P1- STORMUBBT27J MSIMb 6-11-1-CHM)6j5) 

•383 MISTK HLL19 ^F) a FrasJ 6-11-0--J Fma 


054 BIAS OF SONG IB 01 


! 5-10-11. 


__ W 


12 0601 CHLLYLAD62 0 MsH Mddey6-104 IfrA QataKlmcs 
iUDT 


13 WI0 WOODLANDS LAB TOO B P PttUanl 5-104 — RI 

5-2 &sy PBtoL 114 Net* Tnca 6-1 Srod 80, B-1 Stefan MfOic, 10-1 PNr 
01 Sokflec Mlk. Shn> Tigts. UysK HS. 12-1 o*ws 


3.00 TOWER NOVICES CHASE 

(£3,678:2m) (5) 

1 4-21 WUJASTR0F10 (PAST RBdon 7-11-9-ATlwtfcn 

1190 (BFfiffiSl PRWdtoer6-11-3 SI 


2 164- JOHN DRUM! 1 . 

3 334-MR P0PPLETTW175 RBietioUi 8-11-3-—' L Haney 

4 3-fS SHOLWSK 7 (DflJ Bany S-11-3_---DParter 

5 0PV SDUfBH FH9C 588 (DAS) M TonpNra 9-11-3 

RThorrtonp) 

10-11 KadadvL 3-1 Saadi Mend. 5-1 John tkurn. 7-rSnafcatt. 20-1 Mr 
PiWdBcn. 


3.30 NORTON LflflJSEY STANDARD NATIONAL 
HUNT RAT RACE (£1,035:2m) (16) 

T suae i 


1 540 NOT O.YOE 20 A bler 4-11-4. 

3 

s i« -aoob vb* fi omb s-11-4-R jama j 

B 4-54 DUABMAHC21 KBrshep4-11-4-fit 

7 

8 


□ BUY MY PLY 1BH WAfcb 4-11-4-0JIMna#i 

4 CALDAMUS 30 Ms M Jens 5-11-4-M Duane ( 

HOTS SONS WrtnlSM5-11-4-R NtesCf I 


RETURN OF TOE MAC UR Beeler 5-11-4-Li 

RHDSIGGR BAY Mbs H MgM 4-11-4-P tetoy | 

R0SC0RRE P Kchbs 4-11-4 —.— -MAWtoBN 

rajy«.awacPn*tis5iM -- wrw* I 

0 SAFE TO ASSUME 31 RBaaneton 5-11-4 .. . J Ppnr I 

TARA-ST06ANIIKBmb 4-11-4 —-- EKadwdi 

3- TOBY IIA6B2BBJNa«e 5-11-4 -- Jl 


10 
11 
12 

14 0 CATCH THE ACTDN 771* R Bodty 4-1M3 _ XAhynuj 

15 ■ MY FHBO HONEY A NaaaeBa 4-10-13-- ASas^ 

16 WOODY SCUD J Prising 5-10-13-0 tows I 

154 TON'S Son. 5-1 B eau ewr Bar. 6-1 CMdamo. 7-1 ready Magic. 16-1 Rqal 
Spat. 12-1 Ramie, 14-1 Seed Vie. 16-1 ctoon. 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAHERS: S Breofctw, 3wfcni5 &oo 10 nmas, i 

29 kom 11B, 24.5V N fiaMke. 10 tan 41. 24.4V B i_ 

ban 13.23JV □ NaSmtsui. 25 hen 113.22.1V Ms J Pltow. IS 
ton 72.200* P WeOber, 4 ken 23,17.4V 
JDOCEYS: A Ttantoo. S wtoon tan 48 rBo. 12JV W Mffdcn, 
11 tan 91.12.1VRIhs8eY,3tanZ5.T2JVIM}f<(iBMB^ 


Blinkered first time 

HAYDOCKPftfttaiOTh^Seoa Grey. NEWCASTLE 3.T5 See 
Vidor WARWICK: 1230 OarbekM. WOLVBTHAMPTON: 9.00 
Laramwte. Sumrased. 9JO SHoyuk. 




THUNDERER 

1.05 Lansdowne. 1.40 Bafiyfine. 2.10 Miss Diskin. 
2.40 Native Shore. 3.10 Space Trucker. 3.46 
Deano's Beano. 


GOING: GOOD TO SOFT SIS 


1.05 NORTHERN CLAIMING HURDLE 

(£2,120:2m 4Q (11 nHBiers) 

1 2404 SHAffiAN21 (DflUPipe5-11-12-RJdwm 

2 03-1 LAJSJOVWe 12 (DAS) PMdntis 9-11-9 ... LCaamta(5) 

3 2141 T0TAI1YWUB S M Pee 4-11-1-C Mart 

4 130- CRY BABY 245 (9 A «UMb 4-im-CMcComuk(7) 

5 DO- TTO 0PBIATDH 196B(Wants6-10-11-RBui»(7] 

6 BO- MS1Y GREY 538 G Faro &-1B-B-R Farram 

7 632] TEXASSOWMBIE26F(CJF&S)BBaughB-1M TOasomte 

8 34-5 WADA0A17 dLFm 0 BudaO 5-10-B-DJBartM 

9 P03- B6TAU) VSfTURE 1B7 (Dfl F Coton 10-10-5 UrN Kent 

ID 5-3P FAR AND FANCY 35 (GBiMseUlffiOM 6-16-5. OBenley 
11 00S NATIVE FRO 10 J HDGenid 6-10-5-F Leahy (3) 

M.ToBlhr You* 3-1 Lansdem. 5-1 Hof. 8-1 Mm Ft*. 16-1 Wadrt. 
(WJW Fmcy, 12-1 Of Rtoy. 14-1 OtHV 


1.40 UDBR0KE FREEPHONE HANDICAP CHASE 

(£2,868:2m 40 (5) 

1 3-U3 EARLY DRSflIBi 21 (0^) 0 Sheraood B-1M0 J A McCarty 

2 4-FI BALLYIME17BSIIYKemp6-11-9-R Jotreon 

3 5DF1 UR FUKE 7 KXFj&a M Soacnhr 16-16-12. 

4 354 lOMrSPRCMSEZI Pbpten516-11- 

5 -43? ANOTOBl COURSE 12 ft&S) C Itae 5160 I 
7-4 Soo'i Pnxnfae. 3-1 BdJyUc. Early DrMar, 5-1 Uf Fudge. 51 AnethaCetssr 


2.10 TIM M0L0NY HANDICAP CHASE 

(£10.124:3m 41110yd) (7) 

1 3RU- SETBISIB’HMC 224 (S)GUcC<M 512-0. lkJTta*d|5) 

2 1131 0ANGSTBABY8) (B^^S PBocn 7-U-5-RJriraoo 

3 05-1 DOMSAMOURAIlfpSuPta511-0---CMaude 

4 31-1 tW OF PRASE 13 AS) OSeaged 7-11-0— JAfcCartay 

5 1/P. PROFESSOR STR0NB 311 (HP Httefc 5157 LGfnrtaei 

6 P21- WSS 0SIQN 3B (S5) R Bene 516-4-G Hopei Q) 

7 5P3 PWW7 (C_F.SS}MTtaa*msID-ID-1 ... WCBoaaerO) 
11-4 Hkn 01 Pate. 7-2 Dsbqv Bay. Dorn Smart, 9-2 i*ss Oiskta. 7-1 Sfeler 
Soidtae. 1M PH Gin. 151 Ptetosar Sfewgi 


tass S Barradrt«ri 


2.40 VICTOR NOVICES HURDLE 

(£3.599:2m 41) (8) 

1 Till NATIVE SHORE 12 (DJ.EJ3 C ton511-13 »KRORyan0 

2 450 BOURBON DYWSTY13 51512- R tans (7) 

3 0-P0 CH? OCn 18 N Knp 4-18-1?__ C McComact (7) 

4 /G27 WBXA MASTBT B79 <S) AWfifeas 51512_RJohm 

5 tK)- RELKAtOER Z74 Me J Ftaai 7-1512._DLeslB 

5 00IF RDSMAR9I017Wjob7-1512-TJata 

7 FZ-5 VADLAWYS21 S Bnckdav51512-CUaeda 

S Off- PRMTWEUGHT257 AM* 7-10-7_- N tamefc (7) 

54 Matne 9m. 4-1 VaRany*. 51 Boabon Dwaot. 51 Unfa Hater. 5-1 
Manta. 151 Rositaeo. 351 CM Cbppie. 50-1 Mnrt» Utft 


3.10 MAKERHELD NOVICES CHASE 

(£3,371:2m) (6) 

1 4fY5 OUR MAW MAN 12F (S) R WNBker 7-11-0. ... D tarty 

2 U2-P R0BB6 fflflJE 11 (D.6^1 C Popham 7-11-0 —T Dascomhe 

3 -OtU SPACE TRUCKER 13 (BFJXFB^ Mrs J tartajmi (W 511 -0 

JRKawnanti 

4 5fi» THE SECRET Ctet 20(B) OMcCaui 6-tl-O-Ttato 

5 2-3P UK HYBBC1M (P.R Mtomond 7-11-0 Mr C Borer (3) 

6 3-32 ZAHAU 11 P.B5) 0 Mchobon 511-0 -. R Johnson 

1-2 Space Tiudar. 52 Zahad. 151 RoUes Aide. 20-1 otaars 


3.45 HAYD0CK GOLD CARD HANDICAP HURDLE 

(Qualifier £4,884:2m 60 (11) 

1 255 ALLEGATION 21 (V£J),6^ HI Pipe 7-11-10 . C Data® 0 
' 2 332- MAJOR BEU.2B1 flliAS) A White 9-10-12 CUeCorraadcffl 

3 2T-5 C0URBARE. IB M Pipe 5159-JH*(7) 

4 215 ABTMORE TTMSIS 238 (8) Me. jPhaan5l56 — D Leahy 

5 445 OUTSET 23F (CJV.S5) U HaanonJ 7-153 _ MxC Bonner fl) 

6 F53 BALANAK 18(65) DGandeHo 5161-SopNe UttM (5) 

7 051 DOKTSaSIOII (DAUPipe5161 .. CUart 

6 2126 CASTlf SECRET 15F IW.CLS} D BoeMl 11-164). DJBudnl 

9 /« MAGSLAD14 (F.BJ J J OVeM 7-164)-LCoeper0 

10 104) SLE5T RNB116 (tS) J J CTNe* 6164)--A Root 

11 35E M6NSHAAR13 (BJ31 TOtgo 5104)_ DOUBIKL 

155 Dam's Bam. 51 Menmw* Toms. 7-1 Major Bel. OuM 51 Batanak. 
161 Contart. 12-1 AlhgBtai. 151 etas. 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS: J FlzBeold. 13 wren hem 51 raws. 255V G 
RKtads. 26 hwn 106. 24 5\ D Nttotan. 12 Inn 51 235*. U 
P^e. 31 tan 137. 22£V S Brootahan. 3 tan 14. 214*. 5k J 
PtHran, 6 tan S. SL0* 

JOCKEYS: C Maude. 7 ntem tan 32 rides, 21 9*. R Parent. 3 
tarn 21.145V Only qualifies _ 



TXUNDERER 

7.00 Rubamma. 750 Shakiyr. 8.00 Girl Of My 
Dreams. BJ3Q Raise A Prince. 9.00 Jockweiler. 9.30 
Village Native. 


GOING: STANDARD DRAW: NO ADVANTAGE SIS 


7.00 MULGRAVE MAIDEN STAKES 

(2-Y-O: £2,788:1m 100yd) (10 runners) 

1 6000 GBflUS 40S On 94)__P Doe (7) 8 

2 0262 ERAUIAN054 fBF) NUanodm9-0__ _ SWMwwto2 

3 HANUUAN namAYMToiqta&9-0- DBtogalO 

4 0433 RUBAMMA 16 (BF) PWdipM-RtatanA 

5 00 SECRECY 32 P Cota 9-0. Daiid01M(7)3 

. G 0 SPOT(ff LOVE32 MJtaston941 - JFaentag9 

*75 FSWHANA UA 32 S C Wibns 59_G Dufflek) 1 

B 4435 UAREE9A38MJobsao59 —--DotMeKeon? 

9 0 SHE’S A 694 21 tti N ttaadry 59 PUeCabeW6 

10 00 SOAP STOW IB A Brie; 58_,_K Hodgson 5 

11-4 Atanro, 51 brtno, taatfaa. 7-1 Fa^hm Me. Seaacy. 161 etaa. 


7.30 FROST CLAIMIIIG STAKES 

(£1,946:1m Bf 166yd) (12) 


1110 XALAUATA 161 (BFflJ Oner 5160-Ntar5 

0605 NKTA’S STAR 28 (tB D Itasy Ssrt 4-5 U) DmU£K*wo7 

B11G PET030N 124 ffi0/4lPaan 5610_UW<tan2 

IFOOURESr 


1 

2 

3 

4 1213 PWATE 

5 -040 HU2AH14 tyiS) R Baaaar 9-58-KBartnar Q) 1 

G 325 PEAAAKWBtSARY434(C) IBs 1MH444 SWNNndill 

7 0000 SHAKIYR 12 SCO) R HafiMhead 564- — F Lynch TO 

B 1520 STATE WWtML 11 (CLF1 P Eerti 4-9-2 — G Fairer S12 
9 42 BS NAVAL BAGB B J BoNay 4-512-CLnta(3)B 

ID 1322 BR00ESSA 107 (O^.S) ta H Roriay 11-510 — ADBn4 

11 0330 MPPDS4SOn55-10-PDoemB 

12 5024 TYCOON IMA M W M taDoane 3-8-6 .. AMECaa«(!)3 
7-2 Kataart 9-2 Puaart Sbta AcpraeL 61 Private Tata. 7-1 aOtan 


GDUMd6 


8.00 CUIRE COURT Ffl-UES HANDICAP 

(£2,085:71) (12) 


0210 MOBKPFBNCESS S8Mcfifahen5612 . SRWNM(7)11 
GOQ2 C0RMCHE0UEST12(DJFAS)UChnna4-6-6 ATOtaymt2 

3342 HOLLY MU9C 5 G Htegaaea 3-9-4 ---D tags 2 

6000 m LBGH12(VflJHBSsn4-50-ENnMEKetmS 

0000 SH0WB8B.8(wJHStan3-513- SDYMnsB 

BB42 HEATHTARDS LADY8 (CD/,61R MtfBd5511 F Lynch B 

005 RfiNEOUR5nDKtodeJoss3-50- SMCnRB 

4050 OUS6S1HUBI1ia(CJRBPBacoct5frfi ClflrterraiO 
9 1003 RHB!ElSaiaraWtfBnEtnaB44M _ AUcTOtn(7)1 

10 0020 ABSIDNEQUEBN 12A1LFX9PE*W554-OWglSfi 

11 4KE S9.OFUYIXSAU515UFeskn-Els4-7-13 TVWfeas4 

12 5000 MBBaW.nL 15(G)BftCag»12_ PBr*fey(7)7 


51 Ccriefie QjbsL Iteftiana Lady, 51 Mo6y Male. 61 Piss*; ftneess, 16 
1 Rta Ea*g5 t!-i bi a My tkwns, i5i on. 


8.30 BARTLETT HANDICAP. 

(£3,550:1m 41) (12) 

1 Dili RASE A PRMCE16 0)5) 3 Weeds 4-160-N Dar 5 

2 5565 PIBCEDAMZXS16 (fojHD Merer Sreti 5510 M Fatten 1 

3 4X» ARCTIC TKUNDB135 f0fJ6]5) 8 Mhg 5-510 PRabere (3) 7 

4 2512 FUAL IB (HFXD/) J Parts 4-9-8 --MWigtan2 

5 6120 RAMMMKDOCSS 30 (CjyRtagn 4-57-ACfak 12 

6 0316 GLOW FORUM 29 (CD££j>) L Mertgae Hal 59-6 .. F Lynch 9 

7 006 WNDAL00 437 fCiLF.CLS) 14 tansttn 5-55 DsmtaKeonll 

S 3000 ALSAW 14(C) WMdc 4-52_C Lonta (3) 4 

9 3312 BUST3) 126(BfflUItacoS3-52-— GOdWSS 

ID 1400 HIEMER0MCE14 (COflDltey*Jens 1650 

Joatena RKhnts (7) B 

11 0144 CHARKW00D JACK 140 (BFJ) I Campbell 4-B-9 DBtaslO 

12 1040 REXUURD115 (CO/)PBans559-DWI0I6 

51 Use A Prince. 7-2 FlGaL 51 TOrtd. 61 Prtice DanSg. Bn Fonm. 
Chanteoed Jack. 151 Ahahih. 161 edns. 


9.00 CHARLESTON MANOR SELLING STAKES 

(2-Y-O: £1,738:70 (10) 


1 0000 JDQBffOFR5DPapuan612_ACUhane2 

2 0000 [ARAMANIA 11 (V) P Em 612-T 6 McLoiglta G 

3 0852 SHARP MOWEY 5 (V)ltaK Marty 612-D Biggs 1 

4 1030 SUMERSEAT S Bf) G Hotms 612_Dean Mcteram 9 

5 0000 C0»WftSGAM£E14BBauBh67-R Pena 7 

6 0 KNGHTGRACKER 96 R Peacock 67 .. . C Lcnriher (3) 4 

7 '00 MMIBLE^ FG4SIDN 14 A Brtr 67. K Hades® 5 

B 45GD SK FOR IE 26 R HriMtaad 67- N Cable 10 

9 3 TBPUJf BOIL8NLtraodsn8-7-DWiW«3 

10 0080 TOEDRUDESS 16 (B) G Barery67-PDoe(7)0 

54 Taeptor 6W. 1i-» Stag Mortay. 7-2 S uu aia urt 61 atari 


9.30 HEENS HANDICAP 

(£2,085:51) (13) 

1 4602 M5TER WUDER 11 (BJ)J) E Wcdec 610-0 B OTeary (7) 6 

2 2423 N08ALBO 11 US N tooutey 510-0- PS4eCabe(3)J 

3 0000 CHUMG B B.CD) N THfcl 3-5-TO- R WtatOC (5) 5 

4 0002 KE AGE 15 S.Ofl R WUbbus 3-610- DBtag&IO 

5 0000 5HAD0WJURY28(B.CDJ.G^)DDqani7-9-9 ACrtane? 

6 3440 SUl COTTAGE 5 (CO/) R Whoda 5-59 Dean McXcown 12 

7 055D MILAGE NATIVE 8 S JXLF) K Umn^n-Bam 4-56 AOari.4 

e 2050 STATOYDRK33 (Vfl DStan 4-M-JFanongZ 

9 1340 IIA veil POUOI 75 flnwTmw 3-58.. D IfcGjJBn (7) « 
tt 4230 FEATOERSIDNELANE 1 l rCD) >fe L SSJdrt S-57 UMD0ni8 

11 (ISO ALiAZ45(CDJ!}5a» Keliguay 7-5S_ AWhrtnl3)11 

12 0000 SUWROCKY28(BZOF.S)RBartmn555 HHartmnHJS 

13 6385 BASHRJL BIWE8(Dfl 0 Baugh6-52_PRcteK(3)3 

7-2 k> Age. 62 Nefaalta. 61 Meter Raider. 7-1 Stteyot. 6l TaSterHr* 
Law. Baslted Bex. 161 SB Catena. 14-1 idn 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


IRAKIS: R tagoni B mas tan X nnws. 3DBt L Unbone 
Hall. 4 finrii 16. 2501. Mb U forty. 13 tarn 55. 23Sr M 
PnsrtO. 25 tarn 108, Z3.TO, M JotrekH. 53 tamt 23ft 2385. 


JOCKEYS: H BadtoiB. 5 winne r hUD 25 ndes. 20J1^ G Faitna, 6 
tan 33,112V 6 EUTettL 27 tan 178.152V P McCabe. 7 tan 
BI. 115V S Wrtatah. 16 tan 153,1Q5V 


YESTERDAY S RESULTS 


Newbury 

Going: good to soli (chase coirsei; soli 

(hurdes) 

1.00 (an 110yd InSo) 1. FTAJNWATCH (A 
P McCoy. 2-5 (ml; 2. Kilbride Lad (R 
Johnson. 7-2). 3. Borezon (C UeweJlyn, 
25-1). ALSO RAN: 16STtema Creek (6(hi. 
20 Hackf (5ih). Junction City (pu), 25 Jalb 
tou). 33 Roggfe Buck (pu). 50 Chvokae 
PB0d (pu). Maradi. Tvwn Ttme (pu). 66 
Aspeao Lad (pu). The Negouaior |-1th). 
100 Tyrolean Dancer (pu) 14 ran. a. 141 
151. a, U! M Pipe al WeUngior Tala' 
Cl.60; C1^0. £160. E340 S E220. 
Trio- Cl3 60. CSF El 82. 

130 (3m ch) 1. STRONG CHAIRMAN (T 
J Murphy. 11-10 lav). 2. YahnV (M A 
Fttjgerald, 65l ALSO RAN. 7 Triple 
Wtering (pu) 3 ran f»R Jafcanlo. 131. P 
Nichole al Shepton MaM. Tola: £1.70 
DF ET.30.CSF E251 
a00 (2m 110yd laJe) 1. STORMYFAIR- 
WEATHST (M A FtzgeraJd. 3-1 J-Iavl. 2. 
RJpartus IJ A McCarthy. 4-1); 3. Mister 
Rm (C Uewekyn. 51) ALSO RAN- 3-1 ft- 
lav iggtas |GUH. 9 Tickeny's GW 10 
CMton BeaL Crandon Bo<jtevaRj (4lh|. 7 
ran. NR Nahrawab, Noble Colours, a. 9. 
nk. 13). 21 N Henderson ai Lamboum 
Tote: £3.30. £210. £220 DF £920 Trio 
£24.60. CSF £12 91 Tfleas). ££S 04. 
230 (2m 4) ch) 1. CALLISOE BAY IJ A 
McCarthy. 9-41.2. Challenger Du Luc (A 
P McCoy, evens lav). 3. Galas Cavatsr 
(R Cuiwoody. 5-1). ALSO RAN 7 Ckiafin 
Ftye (pu). 4 ran NR Strong Mactctae 
Hd, efis). O Sherwood « Upper 
Lamboum. Tote £3.50 DF £190 CSF 
£4.75. 

3J)0 (2m 51 hdle) 1. WELSH SILK (Sophie 
MflcheU 11-4): 2. Stormy Session (J 
Goldstein, 10-1). 3. Raffles Rooster (R 
Thcmron, 15-8 lav). ALSO RAN: 6 
FroeGne Fortalne (4th). 15-2 Maoc 
C o mbln a ii o n (pu). 10 Brassis Hfl) isrii) 12 
Dannicus (pu). 16 Gamsy (pu) 20 Court 
Master (rxi). 33 Barely Bbc* (pu) 10 ran 
M*s 71, dtst 291 D GandoHo ai Wan Imp 
T ole: £3.40; El .50. £2 40. £120. DF 
£25 50 Tno- £12.30. CSF £3066 
Trtcast ESI 23 

330 (3m 110yd hdte) 1. JET BOYS (A P 
McCoy. 13-8 lav). 2. Old RouveJ |D 
GaOagher. 4-1): 3, The FuH Momy (G 
Bradtey, 7-2) ALSO RAN 13-2 Whai's 
The Bua (5)h). 15-2 Egserarsa IV ipu). 
12 PHot Leader (4th). 50 Red River (pu). 66 
Dutch (pu) Bran 111. 181.141. efisr lifts J 
Pitman a! Upper Lamboum Tore' £2 50: 
£110. £150. £150 DF £360 CSF- 
£802. 

Jackpot £332.70. 

Placopor: £16.60. Quadpot £8.10. 


Bangor 

Going: sedt. heavy In places (chase 
course): good lo son (hurdles! 

120 (2m II hefle) 1. FOR2AIR IP 
Cartsefry, 611.2. Once More For Luck (P 
Niven. 1-2 law 3. Thomas Crown (1 
Lawrence. 161). ALSO RAN- 16 Ad¬ 
miral’s Guest (Qhl. 20 Haydown (Etfil. 
Serape (4th). 33 Qua)(air Beatty. SO 
Albert The Lion. Jamaica Bridge. Ken6 
worth Dancer. Single Man (pul 11 ran. 21. 
171. 29. HU, 2*1 J O NeHl ai Panrth 
Tote. £4 70. £1.10. £120. £230 DF. 
£2.50. Tno £4 40. CSF. £7.09. 

1 SO (3m 110yd ch) 1. FOREST IVORY rA 
Maguire. 1-4 lav): 2, Cash Flow (P 
Carbeny. 12-1). 3. Seta)an (G Upton 
62) ALSO RAN 50 Bourbon County 
(pu). 100 Weekend Worker (pu) 5 ran 
NFL Ah Shush D«S. 81 D Nth-.; son al 
Temple Gujtng Tote £120. £1 10. 
£1 30 DP £220 CSF- £3.81 
220 |^n If hdte) 1. RJVERBANK ROSE 
(G Tormey 61). 2. Caracol iT 
DaBcombe, 7-2). 3. Brumon (S Wynne. 
14-11. ALSO RAN. 7-4 lav Cottitiy 
Minstrel. 6 Gtowng Path (5lh). 10 Meg's 
Memory (4ih). 12 Ho-Joe (pu). 16 tinted 
Front 16 th). 8 ran. 9. 2HI. 101. KB. 331. W 
day at Futtard. Tote £7.08. El 60. LI 90. 
£250. DF El 9 00. CSF £3225 Tncasf 
£351 44 


2250 (2tn 41110yd ch) 1. SISTER ROSZA 
(J Magee. 3-1). 2. Teinein (A Thornton. 
6-4 tart: 3. Even Blue IS Wynne. 7-2) 
ALSO RAN 7-2 Clare Man [4m) 4 tan 
NR Meter Drum. The Carrig (Vo. 151, 111, 
efiy Mra S Lamyman al Lreota. Tote- 
£5 50 DF £3.20. CSF £7.41. 

320 (an 41 110yd ch) 1. THE NEXT 
WALTZ (R Supple, 4-1). 2. Fortrla Rosie 
Dawn (S Kelly, 161). 3. LiAe Warm (A 
Maguire, 64 tav) ALSO RAN. 11-2 The 
Bird O'Domel (Sh). 13-2 Can’t Say (41h). 
12 Marks Mayhem, 16 Desert Brave. 33 
Sense O Value (5th), Sophes Dream. 40 
ChartalrtvoLi 10 ran NR. PepiteL. 41, 41, 
sh hd. rfist. 1ED L Luigo at 
Cairutheistown Tote £5 70; £2.00. 
£2 70. £1 10 DF. £27 70 Trio. £3920. 
CSF £5646 Trtcast' £114 13 
320 Oil It hdle) 1 . LIFE OF CON- 
QUEST (T Dascombe, 7-1). 2. Sombedll 
(A Thornton, 7-ii; a Builder Boy (S 
Wynrte. 12-1) ALSO RAN. 3 tav 
WoodfiekJ Vis Ban (5*1.4 Rackerbali (pu). 

1 )-2 King Ot Theves (t). 10 Katsar (4th). 
12 Kaladross (pu). 50 Arkfow Kno [pu). 
Incey Wtacey (pu), Ronnies Wedcfing. €6 
AJthrey Capteii (GUi) 12 ran NR: Jusl jm. 
291.51. tfcJ. 51.91. R Hodges at Somanon 
Tote. £4.20, £190. £2.60, £250. DF 
£3540. Tno: £90.30 CSF- £4938 
Ptocepoc £300.30. 

Quadpot: £379.30. 


Lingfield Park 

Gong: standard 

12.10 (7f) 1. Mustang (Dale Gibson. 7-1); 
2 Trojan Hero [3-1 lav). S. Reset The 
Force (6-1) 13 ran Ml, 41 C Thornton. 
Tote- £820: £190. £230. £180. DF 
£11.40 Trio: C25.70. CSF £24.39 
Tncasl £131 03 

1240 rm 1. Lift The Offer [P Dobbs, 4-9 
tavi: 2. Oil Lil® Magic MM); 3. Cht-Lr 
( 16-11 10 ran \l. 3^1. R Harmon Ttte: 
£1 40. £1 10. £2 60. £280. DF: £7.80 
Tno £45 30. CSF CIO 62. 

1.10 (51) 1. Classy Cteo (A McCarthy. 4- 
1). 2. Stti Dancing (7-2 *-tevi. 3. Private 
See) (14-1). Happy Days Agah 7-2 p-lav. 
9 ran NR Carol Smger. 1 'aI, 3L P Evans 
Tote- £3 30. Cl 70. £160. £2.80 DF. 
£660. Tikt £4630. CSF- £16.39. Tricaa 
£153 69 

1.40 |1m 2f) i. Chairmans Choice (W 
Ryan. 11-2). 2. Vlrtthoul Fnends (9-1). 3. 
Fa tow Dan (5-2 lav) 14 ran. 61. 19.1 A 
Janns Tote £720. £2 60. £4.10. £1 40. 
DF £3820 Trio ES3.40. CSF. £50 31. 
210 (60 1. Apollo Red (Candv Morris. 
10-1) 2. Speedy Classic (7-1): 3. Scissor 
Ridge (9-1) Rofao Magic 7-2 lav 13 ran 
I>61 Lad Sky Hd. 1K-L G L Moore. Tote: 
£9 30. £2 30. £300. £3.10 DF: £18 00 
Tno £170 70 CSF- £6593 Tricaat- 
£461 40 

2.40 (71) 1. ChuchsTs Shadow (C 
Lcvrther. 4-lt. 2. Battanath (12-1); 3. 
Witch finder [11-4 lavl 12 ran 3. I Ml B 
Pearce. Tole. £7 GO. £2 10. £4 90. £200. 
DF £9020 Trio £135 80. CSF £5127 
Tnc36t.Ei40 03 

3.10 (1m £1) 1. Mystagogue (P Dobbe. 
7-2). Z 2rida (5-11. 37Sstao Ace (8-11 
lav) 7ran.NR Yourico. 31 RHamon. 
T«e £3 70, £1.40. £3.00 DF £1450 
CSF £21 96. 


3-40 [1m 41) 1. Another Monk (Mr R 
Guest. 6-1 lav). 2. Ifrannai (14-1). 3. 
Don't Drop Bombs (9-1 J. 4. Danka(25-1). 
17 ran NR- Pieccus Wonder 2H. 21 R 
ta^Bm. Tola- E2 10: £1 10. £8 30. £1.90. 
£4 30. DF £24 70 Tno £38.70 CSF 
£24.99 Tric&sl. £166.59. 

Placepot £37^0. 

Quadpoc £20.30. 


□ Sister Rosza. backed from 
7-1 down lo 3-1. won the 
Morris Nicholson Cartwright 
Handicap Chase at Bangor 
yesterday. Leading before the 
second last, she strode clear 
for a 15-length success. 


Farrant misses Haydock 


RODNEY FARRANT. who 
gave up his final two rides at 
Newbury yesterday, has de¬ 
cided to give up his mounts at 
Haydock today. Farrant ag¬ 
gravated an old injury on 
Wednesday and did not ride at 
Taunton yesterday, but was 
expected to be fit for Newbury. 
However, after competing in 


the first race, he gave up his 
remaining mounts. 

"Rodnej rode in the first 
race but was feeling uncom¬ 
fortable and decided not to 
ride any more today and also 
miss tomorrow.” the jockey’s 
agent. Graeme James, said 
yesterday. He should be 100 
per cent by early next week.” 


£ wxhner of an Alfred Ounhill AD2000, 


r; 


% 


W ° rth is Tom WWWaw. of Batten. 
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SATURDAY NOVEMBER 29 1997 






ALFA ROMEO 




AUDI AUTHORISED 

DEALERS 


accessories 


Dovercourt Audi 


Battersea 

S4M Audi 2.6 Cabriolet. 

Aluminium Silver. Leather. 


AMERICAN CARS 



97P Audi Ab-IiSE- Racing Green. 

Tqjtrorac Geartw*. WJOO mOcs 
97P Audi AX Ul Turbo 5pon. 

Ming Blue, 8.00Q odKi Leather. 
OCAlarm. CD. Ana Rest 
9GM AjjtfiAAULSE. Emerald Green. 

96P Audi A* 1.8 SE Auto, 

occiotc fcypfl^ ami najgm uvs 
94L Audi ID) Z8 Qualm) Estate. 


3#pS¥l^ jil Paying over 

£300 


ASTON MARTIN 


jMHl§ | to insure 
your Audi? 


ASTON MARTIN 

VB Vrfmte. IW7 BOtki widi fid 
G3 cassette factory baly 
cgoraBoa-BcaBtlfuldHlMoe 
bkmIBc with Ream kfar Mpcd Mae 

ud Use hoed. Ammhiui 
mnaaed wuh 9JOOO mb. As new. 
/wrr mnjpng ifiiecua car. New 
vuw avriu t hcni t in i EIQ&OQO. 
daQoeaT Qxafawl an 9L1W 321 
m (MBe* SwIUM 881190 

Inbwtbnbl 


It’s time 
| you had the 
Privilege. 



94L Audi 10010E EsL.’Ejmado Red. 

43.(03 miles. Aflajs. Sunroof 
NM Audi 801016V Estate SE. 

Icifigo. IWOOmifcs. lOwner 
S4L Antfl SO XtHLAulO EsL, Indigo. 

41000 ndtevVtolmit Trim 
34M Audi 80 ID i Estate, 

todigp Bine. 38000 miles Sunroof 
ML Audi 80 IDE. Saloon. 

Ruby Red. JljOOOmifci. Sunroof 


0171 924 5544 

98 York Road 
Battersea. London 


St. Johns Wood 

9SN Audi A4 L& Ragusa. 
2UJj00mflei 

95M Autfi M LB SE. Laser Red. 
24fl00mi5es 

99M Audi 80 TD1 Avam SE, 

Ragns. 1SJXXI miles 
97P Audi Ad TEH (110 hbpj Aram. 

Btoe Pearl 7J00 caiJes 
S7P Autfi A4 1J} 5E Avanu 
Ming Blue. * J300 miles 
9SN Audi S2 Aram quattro. 

Ruby. It AD miles 
B5N Audi Cabriolet 16, 

Byzanz, 15.000 m3c& 

96P Audi Cabriolet Id Ming Blue. 
IdDOQniflea 

3JP Aui£ CubciiCet Id 
Caenu. 4,000 milea 
97R And A818 Sport. Ming Blue. 
1000 mites 

97P Andl A£*-2qaattro, 

Kuby. I IJXJ0 mOes 

0171 286 5000 

30 St Johns Wood Road 
London 


Audi 


Approved 


Scotts Audi 


95N Art J.8 Saloon. AtamunimSilver.E/S/R. 

_£1-1995 

95M A4 1S Saloon, Autumn red, efet. space. 

seats, dloys---£15,795 

96P A4l.fi SE. Laser Red_£15J95 

9fiP A3 1.6 Sport. Cornflower blue-£ld295 

97P A4L3SaJooc. Ming Blue. Allow. E/IVR. 

_Hd995 

97P A3 1.8 Spun. BriDuo Bbck_£17,995 

9SN A616 Auto Estate. Ruby Red. Roof rads. 

ADays_-£18^95 

97P A41.9 TDISEAvant Cactus greeo_£l9J95 

97P A4 1.8 SEA van. Roby Red,_£1%99S 


Northfield Audi Tetbury 


96N A6TDISE Auto SatoobEmaald pees, 

ECC, Allays_£20,795 

97P A6TDI140 SE Saloon fisp. EmcraW giwn, 

i wiwe lodring. walnut ttel)__£21y495 

94L S2 Estate. 6 speed. Laser red, air con, walnut 

Awh. Avus alloys, alarm-£23.995 

97P A614 SE. Aiutmmuni Silver, Logo Leather, 

waited, CD,_ Z-JXtAK 

9SM AS 42 quanta. Enwald green, Erai leather, 
camp allays, memory seas, cruise _£31JW5 
96N A8 3.7. Rogusa green. Erculeatha, 

cxunpaBoys, memory seats-A3SS95 

97R A41Sqiann>Tq>mnc. Vofcaao Black. Eau 
leather, ECC, OZ Alloys,--TO A. 


r 555j 

Au<6i 


Audi AS 42 qoattra Sport. Volcano ] 
Blade, antivadm leather, cruise, twin 

seat pact solar roof. 4x a/bags. bosc. h/Vw. 
blocks. dbUsul gsm pfi'if pack 10 tirlr cd. i 
18 "allay wheels. llfiOOmb £4&995 ! 

95M Audi RS2 AvanL RS Bine. 
Icathcc/akantara ceearo scats, aircon- abs. a*ag- 
tracdoa e/rooL 315 BHP. I7”c«rera cop alloys. 
10 stack cd. 39,1 SOmb £41,995 

96N Audi A8 3.7 Sport. BoeraM Green, 
auhnchc s/seats. control diets 

pack, cruise, roar Mind. base. h/Vw- dloda. 
solar roof. 10 stock at WaBoy utada. , 
20900ml £H995 1 

97P And A4 2 A Tlptrobk A9ant. Volcano 
Tt hvV leather. <•)""■*» cnctrol e/roof. ■ 4s 
aittags. Useao. wahmL ddu <ft cd. i/ra3x coop 
■/wheels. £27.995 

96P Audi A4 1.8SE Auto AvanL Emerald 
Greta, ndnwe lt g t™. rlinwe control abs. 
airing. Iron* annresL ew. wahnB. c/kxking. 
lobar adjusters, aw. 10£00nds £21.995 

96P AosO A4 1J» TDI SE 110 Avant 97Mod 
Aluminium Silver. anlhtacilB trim, climalc 
control abs. twin airbags, remote locking, 
fifemrest. ad/c. eArradows. odxl. compeatson 
alloys. 9£60mh £20595 

96P AwU A3 L8 Sport. Blue tari, Une doth 
S/scaa. abs. pA/root twin air bags, traction. 
remote lacks, final mam aha. fog lights, 
adpat a bte/sfc. fied audio. aOoy wheels. 
lZ380mls £18^95 

97P And! A3 1.6. Ahmnmnin SDvcr. anthracite 
interior, abs. airbags, pas. pftftoaL tf windows. 
dMws cdL wk. rib/tests, alloy wheels. 
6,I00mh £15595 

CONVERTIBLES 
97P AodK Z6E ConvertHric. Mng Blue, blue 
hood, bhtc kaiberfclcnh. sports seats, abs, pas. 
cfloddag, e/windows x4. ■—MBw, 10 
spokes, 8 ^ 60 nds £25^95 


9SN And 24E A trio Convertible 96Mod. 
RaguaraGreen, fall bbcfcfca6>crs&Eis.Hrcoa. . 
power hood. abs. sports s/wbceL wilcm. a/rhnrV; 
10 spoke alloys. 3Z180mh L25.995 

97P Audi U 20V Convertible. Cactus ; 
Green, com le a the tft dnth sports seats, green 
hood. abs. sports air bag. pas. afl. remote locks. 
afwbeeU llj6«0mls £23.495 

9SM Audi ZfZ Auto ConvcrtOrfe. Amazon ; 
Greeo. ecru leather s/seats, power hood. abs. 
airbag. e/wx4. alarm ft cfloddag. I0cd-10 spoke 
afw. 25£80mla CLL995 

94L Audi 2JE Convertible. Crystal Sflvtx. 
blue jacquard sports seats, bine hood, 
ris. pa«- c/ktcking. e/windows 14. e/d/ra. 
wahtta. ifpnu^ffiwv- 10 ^dee alloy wheels. 
ZtfVkDk £20,995 

93L And i 23E Convertflde MModL Imfigo 
Blue Plead, bloc Jscqaared spot* seau. .Une 
hood. abs. pas. e/windows, c/lockmg. e/mirress. 
10 spoke alloys. 26^00ods £18^95 

OTHER MAKES 

97R Mercedes Benz CLK328. Azurite Blue, 
orion leather, ancon- twin c/seres. pakbutic. 

I cap. i/b&nd- WVw. h/seau. jvm. c/Ughts. total 
1 spec. 320mls £49^95 

97R Porsche Boaster Tip 98Mod. Arctic 
{ Silver, classic, leather. r.Bmntr.. hot pack, anise. 

1 centre ooasole. w/ticHectoL i/iodEL obc. cd. 

| lT's/w. I.lfitefis 07997 

I 97R Mercedes Benz SLK230. Greco/BWk 
quartz fanhec. ancon. Me. hfl/w. 4z airbags, 
sump shield, roof prep, cat 1 ahum a/wfac ds - 
89mls £41,995 

97R Mercedes Benz SLK Z30. Ltoaris Btoe. 
leather i/seats, ar caotStimisg. abs. asr. atdse. 
cop b«ldw«. | mmim u mufio. alloy wbeek. 
I69mls 08^95 

978 Mercedea Benz CLK28a Bnfcy Red. 
orion lenfaer.tir condi rinntng. e/root 4x ntngs. 
ermse. cop bolder, ahl. Sep mm. alloy wheds. 
160mis • £35,995 



Tel: 01732 884408 EKCfianye Scrreme 


&owdtaits 


Green Saaioefcs. totf TNI 5 



CHRYSLER 



Jeep 


t 







Kings 

0161 865 0991 

A StniiR Slow Gnnav 






S’0113 
292 5555 


IM Ii VILLAGE CARS 


Franklin Audi... follow the stars. 

95MJ1S2 **•*■*•*• 237 £43,350 ' 97R 45 2.4 5E TIP (liclV) * * * 4T IP.D.i. 

97P AS4.2 quottia SPORT *»* + * 121 546,000 . 97P A4 2.S qualtrtJ *-★**★ 117 t2S.500 

96H AS 4.2 quitlro SPORT »■*•*** 21T 541.CD0 I 95M M 2.0 tjusUrc »<r 25T 019.450 

221 K9,500 I 97P tA 2.8 <;ii3tlrc flVAHT **•»»*• 9T £29,000 

43T 929.500 ■ 96P W 1.9 TD1110 BHP SE ■»*• * 6T 919,500 

407 029,500 * M.V 44 1.2AUTO »-* 

12T 937.750 95M CABRIOLET 2.6 E AUTO * * 

101 932.500 : S5M S6 ESTATE tUTO 4WD v » * i 
3T £23,750 i 95H S2COUPE4WD ***»< 

*•'EriHANCEO 27:3 »* vLrATHs?. Cc 4!H »»» v.£4TH;r, .-Ji~ Air »**»*'C7JLSr£ 

0113 263 3431-esgfjg 

OF EM 7 DAYS, SUNDAY 10-4 A Sytrtsr Company. 


0171 730 2131 




CITROEN 


DELIVERY MILEAGE CiTROEVS 
MASSIVE SAVINGS 


95H 48 4.2 quallrc SPORT *i 
95MAS4.2 qusrtto *•*** + 
W/il 46 4.2 ipiattro » * * * » 
96P A33.7 SPORT ****-*• 
97P 48 2.8 ***** 

97P A6 2.5 TOI qsattra ■»** 


3T £75.550 
111 £22.850 
39T £23,000 
4QT £27,500 


Audi 



BMW 


AUDI WANTED 


IVER, BUCKS. 

TEL.01753 6509Q9/FAX.01753 651019 


FranklinQSED 


Wa ruqure the very best 

ta^t specification Autfe 

Reaae tetephtxia Simon Femd 
tw an enthusiastic response. 

01483 272 451 
or 0836 52 55 52 

A Bytnor Company 



SZOI II rog. ■96. UKk FSB. SB 


Nl Can*. Ad. 1996,&o0zoo Gn. 




nan CoauoM •port. 95M. rad. 




72011997 mtok Fiona gray, Hack 



ALFA ROMEO 


AFPLEYAAD. HAAROGA7E • 01423 S73S37 I MEREC7TH i KIRKHAM. COLWYN BAY • 01492 015222 ■ HVAUTO, AMSLECCTS • 01334 393231 


S7R Ada Spider Luaao, Grearv, Ttndw_ 

86P Alfa 448. WtAe. Moya. Spotof- 

95M Alfa 148 lib Saw - 

BZX Altai642JJ7WtaSpark, Rad- 

93K AltezaijSfa, Rad- 


__P.OA. 97P Alfa GTV Luaao, Alta Ratz Btadt Laatiar. A/C-£21£9S 87P Alb B|difar. Ada Red. Air Can.Ledher-02,499 

_XHUR5 96P Alta 15B241 %jpvr, Noahem Bhie-X1MB g 7 p ABa164X0LUm«o,aack. A*Con.ASoya,UI*-Jn^9eB 

... nWK 97P Alfa1K1JTSSport,ABaRatL Aloys. ABS, WSilSflBS ^ _ 

„ ^ _ _96P Ufa iSSIM T3. Met Rian. Atcys. Stewoof - CW,995 

87P AKa 148 IJTWfn Spark. ABa Red. SpoHar-E13JIBS 

_.JW9S 95N ABa 1451^, Alfa Red, MS, ABS, EAMndous...17^95 95MAlta1SSMVB.SD«f.GoMAit^8uriiWI-HJM 


AUTOV/ORLD, CHESTERFIELD • 01246 450450 ■ OLDS, DORCHESTER • 01305 230550 


S7R ABa 146 UTS 16v, French Btuo. E/Sunroctf. ABS.P.OA. S6P Mta GTV, Met Sfiver, AloyB. ABS, CD- 

B6P Alfa Spkfar 28 Luaao, Afe Rad. BadtUht; /VC £19,999 97P Alta 15510, Mai Blue, Sunro* Ak^a-C12^85 

97P AJtaiM1018.1hz*faQmm,A*twABS.AWBgX1W» 96» Ata Aloys,AB&Atom__£10*9S 

96P Alta 105 241 Cloiroriaal,PititBO Rad. BS/Rool CD £13^89 95N ABa 14618a, AtaRmi. Aloys. Swrool. Atom-*9,795 

96P Alfa 155 2JITS IBs Super, Noflltam Bhfa, AC-X12^» 98N Alfa 146 1 j 8U Ma Red. Alaim. ABS. ADoys-89^88 


CALEDONIA. TUNDR1DGE '.YELLS * 01392 S49766 ■ MERVYN STEWART. BELFAST • 01232 632255 H SPEEDS. NO. i INGHAM • 0115 942 5511 


SiDLO’.V GARAGES. HORLEY - 012S3 C20222 


97P Alta GTV 24)7Mn SpreklSu, Red LaalKir. S/nS22JB5 

S6N AHa Spider 24J, Rad. AkCav81onlng-£20995 

96P ABa GTV 2J}7Vdn Spirit 16v, Rad, Leedtec S/R.£19i9S5 

97P Alfa 1451J81WBSpartsBhM.CMh-£11^985 

96N AHa 1481JL, Bade. CkSh-£9995 


B7P AMa GTV 2£>lYibi8park Luaao, Pratao Rad.— S22JBSU 97 Alfa Spkfar SLOIBv Luaao, AhOavLaallief-£29,750 

97P Alfa 184 2JI Staw, Back. Sunrool. ABS- £18995 S6 Alta 184 M Super Lurao.Afa Red. FW LjjaO*r__£1«*B5 

97P ABa 1B52J0,BackSpomPat*.SR.ABB.AloysE15995 96 ABalffilSVB,BtedtSunract.AJt^s-£1%<K 

97P AHa 146 UlWh Sprak, Tropical Green-£13,995 07 Ada 1451-616vTWki Sp*k,ABaRed-£11995 

9CP Alfa 155 lAltaln Spa*. Plum. Aloys_£10.740 95 Alfa 14519 BernCmtrbaan Groan-£8998 


CLEVELAND CARS, ALDERSHOT • C12S2 3340S5 H REG VARDY. DARLINGTON • 01325 431CS 


07B Ada 164 2J5 Scalar Luwo, S9rK LaaBwr. ABS- 
97P Atfa1S52J1ft(SportsPBefc.AC.ABcya.ABSX18.99S 
96P Alfa MBttBtadLSunroot. AC. A1W. ABa Alann £14^85 

96N Alfa 16* 34) Soper (Man). Rod. AAV. ABS-£13*95 

97P A8a 145 CkMriaak Btadt. AAV, AB& CO-£12995 


SUN'.VIN. 3RADF0RD - 01274 3S1111 


96P AHa SpMar Luaao, Black. CO Ptnynr_£23^195 97P Alfa 1*619L 16< FmnCh Bkm-£14^00 07R Alfa GTV luaao, Akd BSjb. Momo Afcys-P.OX 

96P Alfa GTV Luaao, MataSoThipicfa Groan_£21,750 97P Alfa 155 2078, Btack Sports Writ .. ....—XI3995 97P A— 16<2JTW>1 Spark Styer, Green. Afays — 1 C1 8 J95 

96P Alla 1B4 39 VB 24* super Lasso, Mai Groan._£19£96 96P ARa 1461JBU Range otOotoura-£10^95 97R Alfa 145Oomrleaf. Groan. A*y9. CO-P.OA. 

07P Aha 148 lATwtn Spark Red. AUoya-tllJM 85N Alfa 14819U Met Rad. Aloys-Btf« ff7P AJta1S52J)T»rfnSp«rkSup^Rad.S^.Afloya£t3395 

B3K AHa 33 IBv, Rad. ABoys. Racaros_£S1650 9BN AM 158191>rki Spark, Stow. Aloys, ABS-1*995 97P Ada 148 MM Spark. Groan. SIRort. Afcys.£1389S 


APPROVED 
USED CARS 




I.W.S.. SOUTHENO • 017C2 470003 I ROADSIDE GARAGES, COLERAiNH • 01205 56950 H VICTORIA PARK. CARDIFF ■ 01222 330200 


97H Aha 1*5 24) CkwsrkwL Alfa Red, Air Con_ PJOJl 97 Alta GTV 2XTY4n Spark. Msta0cBtja.LoaSior _£22^B0 9BN Alfa Spidar2X)TS,PratBO Red. laaffler. AJCrei-£21,799 

97 P Alfa 146 ISlWbiSpHk. Met Bun. ABoys-£13^*95 97 AHa 15S19TWtoSpartc,Protao Rod. Aloya EM£K ^ Alta 16429TSSupar;a*Qr. Afcys, ABS EIS^K 

97P Alfa 1461.STS, Met Hfas. Aloys. Books-£13,795 

97P Alta 1*619 TWtn Spark, Mts Bad. SuTmct —.—n3,4BS 96 Alta 1*3 2M TWk? Spark, Aloys. CO ABS-_~£1%900 ^ ^ ,« no» ^ wnavti rapw 

96N AHa IS 2JVB, Rad, Ak Con. ABeys__ £11^95 97 ABa 1 * 61 J 16 *. Matafcc Gdd £13^00 B6N Alta ISSItainSpartt, Mat Red. Aloys. ABS. CA.XKM95 



7301 SEA. CWJ X. nawtaASrar tan. 



7401 Hrprarty raqolrad wttk TV 



12 Month Approved 
VVar.-onty 

• 

Full AA Cover 

Vehicle History Check 

• 

Vehicle inscecSion 
Report 

• 

GO Coy 

Exchange Plcn 

l. u : :t *o c.'i'r-- 

• 

Serviced i Valeted 

• 

Cede Key 
Insurance Cover 


BMW 840 Coupe 
4^ Auto, 1996(F) 

Cfaypao Rad H a ta B cfanfl h ta fk 
IroBier. boiad onaa apfacaanoya, 
BMW Wwrorty un0 AugurtW, 
13,000 n0aa only, FBMWSH 

£ 45,000 
Mr Kendrick 
0115 9336933 



FORD 


xrvi 


XANT1A 


[W BROAD’S 

! ^ MOTOR GROUP 


0800 435933 

0800 838972 


CLASSIC CARS 


m sb 



fliK4Viiiaal 


DRIVE WANTED 


BMW WANTED 


Paying over 

£300 

to insure 
your BMW? 

It’s time 
you had the * 
Privilege. 




CHILDRENS PETROL 
ENGINED CARS 

PQSSCHE 936 Le Maas, Jde* 
Every 206ec. 

Ex Pood* dealer £5950. 
JAGDAS D TYPE M6ce Btoe 
£1950 

BANTAM 1938* Ara8n R*ang 
Car 76cc. BJLO £1250. 
TEL: 01291 625462 . 


RARE 1957 Benttay SI 
Continental Bytog Spur 
by HJL MuBnor, 

Drek Bkaa, Uoht Bkta Laathw, 
4 door Manual origin* car. 

1 of only 4 made. Suparb. 
(ntled owner) 

Priced to seB. 
wauaift 

01785802880/903284 dnyW 
0175880B8 0 wa atamde . T 



HONDA NSX 


1/Jf llllUl 


Sytner@ 


We reepra tha wry best high 
specification, lowmfaape 
BMWs and Ak*es 
Please telephone Adrian Ha 
for an sntnusrasnc response. 

01206 231540 
or 0385 737 969 


STEP OUT 
IN STYLE... 

-..with ypur perfect 
partner! Check out our 
Rendezvous section Tor 
the besi way lo meet 
that SPECIAL someone. 
Now with free voice 
messaging system 
-see (WEEKEND) 
supplement for details. 

THE^a&mMES 



BMW AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 



Stephen James 


ZO C>« / h -r. $-,'c >:k 

SOi- . TO - ..'! SpcC'!:S.’t:OP 2'J< 

;C. A Very H.-n S?OCi*-C,Vior. 
cC> a Ti-.-f uiti'n.ee 5p-. c -: c r.ic« S< 

Sv'.'.m T Vjv.y *1 C 

'jS L 3 :umnq Cj: .tr.O Sr, -c .K 

'•sfi s Cv t jod HO.,: J £,•■.,•. 17 < 

l‘i i Eicc «r: s?-:c 
'H A F.uiL.'.tic 'J.-'ur S»*» £27 

Cj. A '*>■■ y Cr-.'d Sp.’t. Y. £ 0.1 "'5 

i2- A SucciS Sc ' iirl i'j'j* CCK L'K-', 

25' ASE GSM-riuri ■ •*i:C. rii ; Jnor'./ 
77. L'-'.A .-••.u • 1 . Vi."o-i, CD OAK I.'"-. 

£:< 'DV S3 To..r V?fy H„;h £ ‘.32 

2s ASS lOu: A.: Cco k.j T,,,r. 27K £Cj.£-3o 

. rcur v..-y H itiSpc* t K I'.'A.CCL 

A Soo - : Vory Ss-’Cc.'.l. '"K 

'C. ASEc «r- •.>r.:Sci: 'W £7C - 

V Ojjp* Supciti v.i-.to. :7« . . £27.-.15 

;*i A C£-J|V- .‘.if Ccr* Sif.u-.f7 I ,:Jl tL.ofi:. 13*._L£2.A9.i 

Pic.'v fine <uf lull dcLt-K oi the 
70 Approved Used SMVVs currently in stock. 

Mon-Sat 0181 367 2626 

All other times 0860 355350 


BMW Ml 

Alpine wrae. Black Leather. 
R9IJK Ffetory. Sttrmg. 
81W. 2OT, £S5«» 

Sytnerdirect 


0115 9241144 


750i L Auto 

Caiyoso Red. Sard Be-ce 
Fui. L-iEtl-er Oq.M Sc-jhC 
P'3Cf'L:;cr. Tri-iftfC Mas:*:.'. 

S^-tnor ShcHielcf 

0114 275 5077^ 

Sytner 



Hungerford ,• $ 

Garages v ' 


97 tn 6401 Ado Oxford 
Graaa fortwr, prix, 
cfasric aSays. xenon 
WSghte, 4500 

odro_C43^9S 

96(P) 7351 Auto canyon red. 
leather, TV, p.cLc. auto 
at. aida a/bne*. 11^00 

reAaa-£39^95 

97(P) 7231 Auto orotic dnr, 
leather, ak con, on 
board oaifwiar, 5200 

mfaa _CB,OBS 

»{M]54a Touring erotic 
atfrerjeediar, twin 
oj bags, Mac afaadng 
cohxm. ran. artt BMt, 
ffad tint acrean, elec fit 
sates + mam, kanbar 
susp, air can + re- 
ckafatfon. pAn, CD. 
2*715 mdes £2*1995 
SB(II) 32H Ado Toretag arctic 
sfaar, auto air con + re- 
drouhriian, aJWhseis. 
rtw. mot rsie, 23824 

nHao_£24,995 

94(81) 3131 Canwifola bright 
red, doBVtaah. atac 
hood, sports seats, bt 
togs, arirheote. stereo, 
40B00 inSss -£20,995 


01488 

682772 


i,u.l m 1 






833i-3Sa1e*2ST0KP 
53 sac to BOnph -1 Bunnh 
Crop*. SAm Com nr nmQ 
M omteftavaitafa an Suva 
S speed auS cawertra mstarjor 
Brie steering wtaej aocnanje. 


w Jortn Gajnor 0113 S241234 
7^htn ■ 990am 87050105 408 


840i Sport 

Dakar Yfelow. Bfad* Leather, 
Stunning. 97R, EROA 

Sytnerdirect 


0115 924 1144 



AIternativeiy....Call Altwood 


T5 

O 

o 

5 





am HI 

ms 


I BB 



vvww.altwo odbmw.co.uk 
Maidenhead Slough oc-k,) 

01628 680300 01753 821821 

Sunday 10am - 4pm 
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Serving 


Power 


^ time in 

V I 

punch of 

1L* ||jlP*v 

- a petrol 


a Mini 

% *kk 'Vi;;# 

station 


reborn 

Iff 

3 Page 47 

V ; • V 
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“iP " »♦ t,X \r; 


Quest to 
recycle 
any old 
bikes 
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SATURDAY NOVEMBER 29 1997 






lost in a war zone 



THE ROYAL CONNECTION 


K ing Amanollah’s en¬ 
thusiasm for Rolls- 
Royces knew no 
bounds. In 1927 he bought a 
fleet of Phantom Is. a 
Barker saloon, a Barker 
laundalette and a Hooper 
tourer, so it was not surpris¬ 
ing that he should take a 
trip to the company’s Derby 
factory during his state visit 
the following year. 

It appeared that Rolls- 
Royce had great hopes of 
converting the king's enthu¬ 
siasm for its cars into 
lucrative orders for aero 
engines. Peter Baines, who 
looks after the the Rolls- 
Royce Enthusiasts' Club 
archives, found several 
memos about the visit, one 
of which instructed sentries 
to keep under their wing 
various press representa¬ 
tives, including a man from 
The Times. 

The company laid on an 
impressive motorcade, in¬ 
cluding a Silver Ghost 
armoured car with 


machinegun turret. But, 
said The Times, the one 
that took die king's eye was 
a super sports touring mod¬ 
el in light blue and silver 
plate. He leapt into it and 
Taking the wheel and 
raising his hat he shouted 
‘goodbye’ and scattered the 
spectators by driving the 
car a yard or two forward". 

A fourth Rolls-Royce des¬ 
tined for the king, a Phan¬ 
tom with a Barker cabriolet 
body, was shipped out to 
Afghanistan via Bombay 
on the SS Mantua on 
August 3.1928. 

If any of the king's cars 
could be recovered with 
some proof of identity they 
would be worth well in 
excess of £50,000 at current 
auction prices. But their 
survival must be in consid¬ 
erable doubt Recent photo¬ 
graphs have shown a much 
later model Rolls-Royce; a 
1939 Phantom III, being 
used for target practice by 
guerrillas near Kabul 



Stylish carriage: Amanollah rides with George V 



Michael Dynes hunts the 
Rolls-Royce George V gave 
to the ruler of Afghanistan 



A Rolls-Royce Phantom I with Barker cabriolet bodywork—what King Amanollah's vanished car should look like 


W e had set off in 
search of one of 
the great myths 
of Afghanistan. A 
Rolls-Royce, which George V 
reputedly gave to King Ama¬ 
nollah to mark the country’s 
independence from Britain’s 
sphere of influence in 1919, 
was rumoured to be hidden in 
the remote Panjshir Valley. 

Bouncing about in an old 
Russian '‘jeep", whose rudi¬ 
mentary suspension had seen 
better days, we braced our¬ 
selves for what we knew 
would be a long and bruising 
journey in the blistering 47 
degree heat up the narrow and 
precarious valley dirt road. 

• Our small group of one 
British reporter, a French 
photographer, a female string¬ 
er for Voice of America, a Tajik 
interpreter and a veteran 
Mujahidin driver who kept his 
Kalashnikov next to him in the 


oddly out of place: 

Forty miles to the south, on 
the vast battlefield north of 
Kabul, wild-eyed Mujahidin 
fighters and fundamentalist 


Taleban militia men were pre¬ 
occupied with their usual af¬ 
ternoon rocket duels. Daud 
Wahab. our Tajik translator, 
could not believe what we 
were doing, “There’s a war 
going on, and what are we 
doing?" he kept muttering to 
himself, adding in- his best 
upper-class English accent 
“Looking for a bloody Rolls- 
Royce." 

But this was no ordinary 
Rolls-Royce. For the people of 
this war-tom county it had 
come to symbolise their free¬ 
dom from foreign domination 
at a 'time when a rag-tag army 
of Mujahidin fighters, led by 
Ahmed Shah Masood, the 
Tajik guerrilla chieftain, was 
trying to expel the Pakistani- 
backed Taleban militia from 
the capital. 

During his coronation ad¬ 
dress, King Amanollah pro¬ 
voked war by declaring his 


skirmishes followed between 
an ineffective Afghan army 
and an exhausted British Indi¬ 
an Army before a peace treaty 


recognising Afghanistan's in¬ 
dependence was signed at 
Rawalpindi in August 1919. 

George V gave King 
Amanollah the Rolls-Royce 
during his visit.ro London in 
1928. Having returned to Af- 
ghanistan armed with radical 
ideas of educational reform 
and the emancipation of 
women. Amanollah outraged 
the reactionary mullahs,'pro¬ 
voked a tribal revolt and was 
forced to flee."Kabul in the 
Rolls-Royce in 1929. 


Prized as a gift from one 
fightipg nation to another, it 
has since been driven by every 
Afghan leader until the Soviet 
Union's lightning invasion in 
1979, after which it was found 
a retirement home in the 
Kabul museum. 

When the black-bearded 
Taleban zealots were cm the 
threshold of capturing the 
capital in September- 1996, 
Commander Masood took the 
precaution of loading the Rolls 
on to a lorry and spiriting it 


away to a secret destination. Ir 
has not been seen since. 

Stopping for tea at Com¬ 
mander Masood's mud- 
walled house in the Panjshir 
Valley. Dr Abdullah, the Com¬ 
mander’s spokesman, said 
that he knew where the car 
was hidden and would be 
happy to write a letter grant¬ 
ing us authorisation to travel 
further up the valley to see it. 

Again we set off in search of 
our grail. The further we wenr, 
the worse the dirt track be¬ 


came. Giant potholes, which 
only a four-wheel drive could 
negotiate, slowed us to a 
snail’s pace. Our jeep bal¬ 
anced precariously on the 
narrow road which clung to 
the side of the mountain, while 
our mad Mujahidin driver 
played chicken with the rock- 
falls as they crashed on to the 
road from above. 

Fifty miles up the valley, we 
caughr our first glimpse of a 
stately car. Sitting forlornly 
under a mulberry tree in the 


door compartment, seemed country's “total independence" 

from Britain. A series of 


village of Dashet-e-Raywat, its 
wheels half sunk into the mud, 
the dark green exterior and 
red leather interior appeared 
to be in good condition. There 
was no distinctive silver lady 
on the bonnet, and the wing 
mirrors had been removed. 
But headlights, tyres and 
wooden dashboard looked 
original. It only had 1Z378 
kilometres on the clock. We 
were told the engine worked 
perfectly, although it did not 
have a battery, so we were 
unable to check. 

Posing for photographs, and 
beaming with pride. Com¬ 
mander Abdul Aziz Majraw. 
guardian of the “priceless" 
piece of Afghan heritage, went 
on at length about the history 
of the car and how Command¬ 
er Masood intends to keep it 
hidden there “until Afghani¬ 
stan is free again". 

But it is the wrong car. 
Having noted down the body 
and chassis numbers, we later 
checked with the British Mo¬ 
tor Industry Heritage Trust in 
Warwickshire. Anders Clau- 
sager, the trust’s archivist, was 
adamant "There can be no 
mistake. The body and chassis 
numbers tally exactly with our 
records. It's a four-litre 
Van den PI as Princess exported 
to Afghanistan in 1962." 

Oausager explained that 
because the basic styling of the 


Vanden Plas Princess had 
remained more or less un¬ 
changed since the 1940s. there 
had been a period in the 1970s 
when unscrupulous dealers 
had bought them up, fitted 
appropriate accessories and 
tried to pass them off as 
genuine Rolls-Royces. 

I n this case, however, “the 
vehicle had been export¬ 
ed new. and there is no 
sign of illegal conver¬ 
sion". Clausager added: “It 
would seem that, with the 
passage of rime, this vehicle 
has become confused with 
another in Afghan memory." 

Who knows what happend 
to Amanollah’s Rolls-Royce? 
Was it destroyed in the mur¬ 
derous shelling of Kabul in 
1992 when, having defeated 
the Soviet-backed regime of 
President NajibulJah, the 
Mujahidin factions turned 
their guns on each other? Or is 
it still hidden in some forgot¬ 
ten mud hut in a remote part 
of this tortured land? 

What is certain is that the 
vehicle -Commander Masood 
and his fighters think is the 
embodiment of their country’s 
independence is nothing of the 
sort. In Afghanistan's darkest 
age of bloodshed and waste, 
one of the last remaining 
symbols of the country’s na¬ 
tionhood is a fake. 


Searching for 


a European 
sign language 

Arthur Leathley explains why a group of 
foreigners may go astray this weekend 


T ake pity if you spot a band of 
bemused foreigners scratch¬ 
ing their heads while career¬ 
ing around our motorways and 
trunk roads this weekend. The 
hapless travellers are, like thou¬ 
sands of mystified visitors to Brit¬ 
ain, trying to. fathom the lo gic of a 
signposting system that has grown 
haphazardly over decades. 

The difference this time is that 
die visitors might be able to do 
somethmg a btrot deforest of multi¬ 
coloured signs that confuse foreign¬ 
ers and even leave locals in a state 
of total bewilderment 
The seasoned motorists axe re¬ 
covering from the most exhaustive 
international investigation of road 


signs and road systems as part of a 
plan to harmonise signposting 
throughout European countries. 

A 600-mfle tour of England is the 
second stage of an eight-week 
trans-European mission organised 
by motoring organisations, includ¬ 
ing the AA. Mind you, the AA 
official who devised the tour for a 
German driver, Austrian observer 
and support team must have a. 
sense of humour — or malice. 

A web that includes some of the 
most baffling road- systems has 
been spun for the unsuspecting 
tcwrists. St Albans. Stratford-upon- • 
Avon, Manchester arid Birming¬ 
ham’s ring road networks. Milton 
Keynes and Oxford are among the 



On the road: hush-hush in Birmingham In 1932. signs being seat out to guide Easter motorists in 1936, and a grim wanting at Hebden Bridge, West Yorkshire, in 1930 


road layouts that the team will 
attempt to navigate their way 
through. In case they actually 
manage to fathom their way 
through, London has been laid on 
as the pi4ce de resistance. 

The team has been set the task of 
negotiating the intricacies of east 
London, where nearly all signs 
point to Tilbury docks but few 
direct motorists to destinations they 
might actually wish to visit 
perhaps a European approach to 


the problem is not such a bad thing. 
After alL the first properly 
organised system of signposts was 
the Roman use of “mifliaries" 
which recorded each 1,000 paces 
along the straight routes linking 
the provinces of the empire. The 
modem British system was the 
-result of government inquiry in 
1933, although its work had to be 
thoroughly revised after the remov¬ 
al of so many signs in wartime for 
fear they might assist an invader. 


The study of British roads will 
also focus attention on standards of 
road maintenance, surfacing, safe¬ 
ly and lighting to pinpoint the best 
and worst examples of road layout 
and motoring advice, through sign¬ 
ing. decrronic information and 
radio traffic broadcasts. The Euro¬ 
pean Union-funded project, which 
will take observers across 8,000 
miles of motorways and major 
roads, is intended to bring the 
worst examples up to scratch. 


Attempts to make signposting 
understandable to foreigners have 
been mired % international dis¬ 
putes over Which system is the 
dearest and most eflidenL 
While signposting on Britain’s 
motorway network is widely ad¬ 
mired and frequently imitated, 
urban signing, especially in the 
capital, has been heavily criticised 
by UK motoring organisations. A 
study earlier this year suggested 
that 15,000 drivers are, at any 


single moment, lost on the streets of 

London. 

The study made ail the more 
baffling the decision by the High- 
wax's Agency to cancel a £20 
million re-signing project, original¬ 
ly planned for the capital in the 
mid-1980s, to coincide with the 
completion of the M25. 

PS: If you see the travellers this 
weekend, point them towards Har¬ 
wich; they are due in Holland by 
Monday for the next stage of the tour. 
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CONTRACT HIRE & LEASING 


Simply 
The Best 
Deals.' 

LOOK AT THESE!!! 

Freelander 1-8 XEi Softback 2dr Est _£288.62 

Freeboder 2.0 EXDi S/Wagon 5dr Est_£339.61 

Lexus G5300 3.0 Legato Auto 4dr Sal .... £495.57 
Rover MG Roadster L.8F VVC 2dr Coupe £338.09 
Volvo C70 2.3 T3 GT Auto 3dr Coupe -£627.26 

Audi A 6 2.8 QnaDm 4dr Sal £531.72 

Ford Puma 1.71 16V 3dr Coupe_.‘£251.61 

Hooda Legend 3.5 V6 Auto 4dr Sal _£60552 

Jaguar XI8 4.0 SWB Auto 4dr Sal..£712.84 

Peugeot 406 3.0 V6 SE 3dr Coupe _£523.89 

Rover 620Ti 4dr Sal _£365.19 

Saab 9-5 2.3T SE Auto 4dr Sal _£471.62 

Vauxhall Omega 2-5 CDX 24V Auto 4dr Sal £383.94 

36 MONTHS, 45,000 MILES 
PAY PLAN 3 + 33 

EVERY MAKE AND MODEL SUPPLIED 

FREE NATIONAL DELIVERY! 

FREE ACCIDENT HELP LINE 

SALE & LEASEBACK SPECIALISTS 

Suwa Uxn Only: retard to iSana 


Evans Halshaw 


_ im 

Tel: 0121 717 7333 °"p£S' aES 
Fax: 0121 625 0126 




iFQR-THE. most 
SC'O iviPETiTIVE 
iCGN.TRA C T HIRE 

Irate s available.,.. 

eg, FI A T PUNTmeWL 

3dr-i+12 £99.95 3 

I 1 

...CALL FREE » 

0800 731 4483 \ 

F.AX: 01S 1 S61 5450 | 

'BUSINELSSS USERS ONLY. VAT « 17.5-/i. 

QUOTE SHOWN* 10K PER ANNUM, SUBJECT TO 
AVAILABILITY AMD FINANCE ACCEPTANCE.; 


ABACUS 

-frfhfr 





BISHOPSGATE 


ASSET FINANCE LTD 


independent Asset Finance & Leasing Specialists 


BMW 3161 compact 3 door__ _ 

BMW 3161 coupe 2 door_ 

...6219 
..£246 

BMW 31 Sis coupe 2 door--- 

BMW 3181 SF d door.-.-.. 

..-E265 


BMW 39Hi muncT 9 (few.... . £319 

BMW SE A daor... 

..£389 

BMW 523i SE 4 door.-...-.. 

_£419 

Mercedes Cl80 4 door classic.... .. 

£279 

Mercedes E250 D classic 4 door automatic. 
Mercedes E280 elegance 4 door automatic. 

_£389 

_£479 

.E379 

Mercedes CLK 320 sport 2 door automalfc.-E499 

Volvo CTO T5 GT coupe 2 door..—-£559 

Mitsubishi Shogun 2.8 GLS 5 door automatic T/D.E389 


.... £POA 

Honda CR-V 2.01 LS 5 door automatic a/c _ 

_£279 

AH finding packages avaBabte. 

Examples above based on Contract Hire, 

3+35,10,000 MPA, non-maintenance, subject to VAT. 

Lip " ' ymf.-- 



TetBUI2837799 TefcflH73*33Z33 Tet01226767474 


TEL: 0800 0733123 

FAX: (01924) 21 IBBB EMAIL: pljtmumvc i'.iol.eem 


Westmid 


Vehicles 


HEW VEHICLES OH CONTRACT HIRE/LEASE 

FIAT FTJMTO 1.2 SX 3DR CUT, pm 

ITOYOTA COROLLA SPOR HP L1 6f> pm 

jPEUGfcOT 40B 1.1) ID Cl 99 pm 

jVW 5HARAN MFV'S FROM Cl99 pm 
;H ON DA ACCORD 1.8i. A/CON £215 pm 
■LAND ROVER FRLtLANDER £290 pm 

MERCEDES E CLASS SALOON £3 70 pm 
JAGUAR XJ SPORT AUTO £52 5 pm 

FORD TRANSIT DIESEL C?!ir> pm 

1 vX.m.. :ck !t\. w.^y.h - va. _ 

MAI K !:iVVlL>L l 'LL I Vi_t%Y 

550 1500 


Tel: 0121 

F:ix : O 121 1,00 1400 L ve: 0 1 52 701 >/4 U 
Fmtiil: wcst-niul:./ viryin.net 


VEHICLE OPTIONS 

All Types of Vehicles Supplied 


CONTRACT HIRE - PERSONAL CONTRACT - LEASE 


HARD TO FIND VEHICLES A SPECIALITY 
5 Series BMW Jaguar XK8 AH Mercedes 


For All the Options Call: VEHICLE OPTIONS 

07000 780470 

tftriydHfca%aieort adiBO It wabo wwwibarpteweca» 


•HIGH SPEC’ ROVER 620 SEi 
1-2-3 VEVR CONTRACTS FROM MSSFMTH 

n 


Lf,!,nD ■ ■ 'ivj;, 


iaiUadc Into, Mu rffiwnni t Aktu^*, F w u 
Surd.*, Bwr WM tatote, Bonk Sanoot 



(TUNY Dl KSXUIK NOT) 

12 MONTHS-ttftM 

24 MONTHS_£199.00 

36 MONTHS-11*9-00 

All cats are fo0y serrteed nd valded, mad oar 
rentals lactate ianedtate ddhery to tey 


TWk to Paid Jackson or Jo Ferguson 

All ELECTRIC GARAGES GROUP PLC 
Fleet A Contract Management Division 
HGH SI1EEI HMB0IN£ BMMJNGHAMB17 OB 

Telephone: 01 SI 427 52S2 
Facsimile: 0121 427 4001 
Sat/Sun Tel: 01S43 492494 


All Etadric cm Authorised Main Deabn for: 


MG. ROVER, PEUGEOT, HYUNDAI, JEEP. 
CHRYSLER. DAIHATSU SUZUKI, MAZDA SKODA 
Delivered Nationwide 


SHORT TERM 
SPORTS AND PRESTIGE 
CONTRACT HIRE 


PRICES PER WEEK 

PORSCHE BOXSTTER. £300 TVR CERBERA_£850 

PORSCHE 911 (996) £475 FERRARI 355_£520 ■ 

PORSCHE 911 C4 £300 BENTLEY TURBO £300 

TVR CH1MAERA_£800 MERCEDES StK_£300 

3,6, 12 Month H!ra 
LOW DEPOSITS QUALITY SERVICE 


CALL NOW ON 

0S701211996 OS701 211 993 

NATIONAL RATE CALL 


VEHICLE MANAGEMENT 

Audi. BMW, Peugeot Citroen. V.W. Mercedes, Toyota, 
>*■**». Land Rover, Nissan, Volvo. Ford, Jeep and moat 
other makes!!. 

Contract Purchase and Contract Hire Spedafisto 
Private and Business Customers Welcome 
CALL NOW 

For FREE AcMce and Quotation 
LICENSED CREDIT BROKERS 


01392 214141 

http: w»v\v.kms.co.uk.avm 


GOODWOOD LEASING L 


The Leading Nationwide Leasing 
Company You Can Trust 

Contract Hire/Leasing to meet every business 
need. Every ; type of unhide suqp^sd. 


—-,,~n i -S SE Yu.bo -■•■•- 

tl tv ■ '/V 2 3 1 .. . ^ _. 

Kondu Accor J .- 

Volvo ' j’.'V-f-'. 

sn:*b9-’SL^-;;; 

SS^cScVE’rSo A-4. . . 


late low 


.ess; 

.£430 

.£323 

,.£715 

..£355 

..£355 

..£ 4 ; 


£200 

'.££90 

C275 

.C65S 

.£310 

..£315 

.£47C 

..£5: 


Aa • 0 RT 

Vionda Accord 2 Oi Bb-- 

BMW 52--'' ••••.VA" 

Swb900 . 

vw Golf GT. lov.. 

I exut- GS300 

XJ6 3 2 SpoO. 


36 months/1 OK pa + VAT 

Goodwood Direct for business omers wanting to 
reckice their tax 6abHy txrf have a comprehensive 
support package on which to rely. 

GaB us NOW for a quotation 


Tel: 01243 527100 Fax: 01243 538712 


CONTRACT HIRE - LEASING 

FINANCE - DISPOSALS RM~W. 

Any Make, Any Mode! available 

VW PASSAT 4DR 1.9S TDI 35 x £23 

MERCEDES Cl 80 CLASSIC 35 x £23 

MITSUBISHI GALANT GLS A/C- 35 x £24 

BMW 318i S COUPE 35 x £2® 

ROVER 218 1.8 WC 16V 35 x £26 

TOYOTA MR2 SPORTS GTTBAR 35 x £271 

AUDI A4 1.8 TURBO 35 x £29 

ALFA ROMEO GTV 2.0 16V 35 x £31 

FIAT COUPE 2.0i 20V TURBO 35 x £31 

HONDA PRELUDE 2DR 2.2i Vci 35 x £33 

MERCEDES E240 V6 CLASSIC AUTO 35 x £36 
BMW 520i 4DR 35 X £33 

BMW 523i 4DR 35 X £37 

BMW 328! COUPE SPORT 35 x £43 

SAAB 9-5 3.0 V6 SE 35 x £45 

CALL OUR INSTANT FREEPHONE QUOTEUNE 
MON • FRI 9am - 6pm ON 
0800 731 8524 


£231.16 

£237.90 

£243.84 

£268.17 

£264.33 

£272.33 

£291.31 

£317.37 

£318.67 

£335.25 

£365.16 

£337.80 

£374.49 

£435.67 

£458.33 


AMAZING 
OFFERS FOR : 
BUSINESS USERS 


Nmff BMW 3ZB Coup. 32W 
Naw BMW 5 aeries tram 370 
Now Honda Accord a/con 217 
New UR Fretfandar DSL 50r Z4S 
Nn* Hate C24Q VB Auto 379 

AB oHwr roafci/nioda la 

a.IT 01712224355 
AMI or01132539797 
Fax Dll3 2597244 


VEHICLE CONTRACTS ■ 

MERCEDES-BENZ 
E300TD AVANT GARIK 
AUTO 

MET PAINT AIR CON 
AND OTHER EXTRAS. 

- £570 PM 

WE QUOTE ON ALL 
MAKES & MODELS 
3X35 J0K EA. NON-MAINT 
Contact Mike Smith 

Tel: 0171987 1999 
Fax: 0171987 1777 


AS EASY AS AVC 

_ . ... 

*_;£****; */ 

1 1 di' ?n .cjJ i { - ‘ 

■ v rr’--’" J JT-Yjv .. :..y ^ j 'i-i. 


FERRARI 

AUTHORISED 


COLCHESTER 

M. 4K CT : • » r.’.< - i'Hri 

335 leader L ■ l. '.V* •• 

9VP 333 GTS V.i !.•<■ ■. 

•jCJy 333 n • 

OTH 3V3 GTS 9 •*»' 

■yyt av. cts not ^ 

■XT.1 335 GTD fif:.-.«vCns»n 

»1M 333 OTU .%.F«/Cmn.i 

335 CTO 

•33K 512 TR liwwrf.to 

■MG 

‘Mi. 3-5J 'ipscVvr 

ccx. 3*.: R.'.'b.Owj 

■33. j-W 0'.K>3>.ni. 

<jl 3 K 3 J 1 TS 

*J3K 34d TS — .• T.-. — - .5: .»* 

33 ifi CTS I- ■• •rt 'ii >»; 

•jac ta cts 2? 

Ft DEMO NOW IN 

l3'.:ao'.?r; Lu. i for Fo.rjn Tho '.arttv: .’.-•/a: GN.p in if - UK 


Cc-itc:t Sfevo Hum :t Stevs Coctiott 01 206 855500 



PASSI0NE 
PER LA 
PERFEZI0NE 

-LIMITED EDITION- 

K3 GT £165.033 

-2-2 12 CYLINDER- 

970 45:C-7AD7C 'T -P.D..4, 
97P 15657 IT LF.O.A. 

9GY, 4cS5T 1CT £104.033 
94L 4563T AT £33.033 

12 CYLINDER —- 

37? F512M 33GV.S £115.030 
it:,: 5TTTR NT XS.iQO 
91J TESTAR'jSSn 2T t63.0jj 
91H TESTAR05SA ST £61.[GO 
89’ TE5TARCSSA 1ST £54.003 

-CLASSIC 12 CYLINDER — 

1333 512881 ITT £83.033 
F355 -- 


97? F355 SPICER 27 £193.593 
9.'? F355 SPIDER 37 £102.500 
5TP F355 GTS 430-MO.GOG 
95N P355G1S 6T £31,600' 
953! FJ55L 13T £c3.G0G 

348- 

94" S48 SPifltH I5T £64,EGC 
94M 343 GTB .".C5HP- IT £54.059 
?.V. 343TS 47 £81.03-3 

93L 345TS 1ST £55.503 
£21 34STS 37 £56.593 

MONDIAL ■ 
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Most people would be too busy to notice the fashion for one-piece suits with arrows 




robbery while 

convicts 


I cannot understand all the 
fuss about Group 4 having 
to apologue for the fact that 
its guards transferred a pris¬ 
oner from one van to another, at a 
motorway services area an die M6 
near Preston. Service areas and, 
in particular, petrol stations are 
ideal for this kind of delicate 
operation, as ordinary, customers 
who run the gamut of dosed 
circuit television and toughened 
glass at most petrol stations will 
testify. 

Try visiting a garage forecourt 
at night The ones which double as 
hypermarkets are not so bad. for 
there is not much point a garage 
selling more groceries than Tesco 
and Sainsbury put together if the 
place is to be shut down when 
darkness falls. But even some of 
these outlets do nor allow custom¬ 
ers into the shop itself at night so. 
one is often held up by the person 
in front shouting what sounds like 
a monthly grocery order through 
the grille that separates the cash¬ 
ier from the customers. 

Similar problems can arise at 
garages-which are more modest in 
their claims in that they do not sell 
everything from designer jeans to 
flat-pack kitchen units. The door 
to the area which houses the 
cashier is firmly locked as soon as 
the sun goes down, which at this 
time of year is just after lunch. 
This means that business has to 
be transacted through the afore¬ 
mentioned window, which is usu¬ 
ally circular and carries all the 
signs of being buBer-proof. This 
type of glass is impervious to any 
sound short of a jet engine or a 
mobile discotheque, so die win¬ 
dow is fitted with some baric 
amplification equipment. 

This enables customer and 
cashier to attempt to hold a 
conversation, in which the cus- - 
turner says “Number four petrol 
and a Mars bar. please”, but the 
cashier hears something resem¬ 
bling a car radio searching die 
frequency range between two FM 
stations. After arm-waving suffi- 


j ii<3®ggt7G(30G> j jj 



dent to exhaust Sir Simon Rattle, 
the customer pays for someone 
rise's petrol and receives 20 of the 
dgarertes he gave iro last week. 

The chances of a prisoner 
exchange carried out in these 
circumstances posing any security- 
risk is minimal Most of die other 
people around would be too busy 
coping with their own problems to 
notice the sudden development of 
a local fashion for one-piece suits 
with arrows an them. 

Of course the communications 
shortcomings of the garage’s sec¬ 
urity grille could result in a 
harmless youth on work experi¬ 
ence as a cashier doing 20 years in 
Pfcntonvfile while a serial bank 
robber found himself dishing out 
car wash tokens to motorists, but 
what system is perfect? 

Another rite Group 4 should 
add to their Hst of prisoner swap 
facilities is the car park at your 
average Third Division football 
ground. That is another place 
usually devoid of people, even — 
no, especially — on a Saturday 
afternoon. Sunday mornings can 
be tricky, as that is die time when 
football ground car parks house 




Peter 

Barnard 


their most lucrative activity, the 
car boot sale. It would be a pity if 
prisoner number 3669441 got 
himself exchanged for a 1950s 
standard lamp (shade missing]. 

Bus lanes are another prime site 
for prisoner exchanges, with the 
bonus that drivers fuming in the 
one lane that has been left to cars 
will have something to entertain 
them while they sit in the gridlock 
caused by the fact that the inside 
lane has been given over to buses. 

So we should not get wo 
alarmed at prisoners appearing in 
service areas and petrol stations. 


The restaurant areas are presum¬ 
ably off-limits, but 1 doubt that 
prisoners could afford the prices: 
on one motorway recently a steak 
and kidney pie and some coffee 
cost me £8.10. Not all criminals 
are in the car park. 

MY COLLEAGUE Kevin Eason 
produced a breath of fresh air. so 
to speak, this week when he 
reported on research showing that 
drivers are breathing in up to 
three times as many toxic exhaust 
fumes from their cars as are 
cyclists and pedestrians. The 
nearer the kerb people are the 
more protected they are from 
exhaust pollution, which in¬ 
creases near the centre of roads. 

1 have never been convinced by 
the argument that drivers are 
cocooned from pollution by well- 
insulated cars, because heating 
and ventilation systems will al¬ 
ways introduce pollution to the 
cab. Clearly this makes the case 
for reduced exhaust emissions 
even stronger, and drivers who 
selfishly thought they were safe 
wifi have to dunk again. And join 
the campaign. 


ALBAN DOWOHOE 



Stuart Middeburgh and Downton Chib Sport “refined enough to plod round town and stiU create a stir” 

Downton reborn 
in a mighty Mini 


E very time I parked this car, 
men of a certain age would 
materialise seemingly from 
nowhere, crouch down and peer 
almost misty-eyed at tyres, wheel 
arches and trim. Many looked 
wistful as they caressed the body¬ 
work. as if they had caught a 
glimpse of happier days gone by. 

When you accelerate, the car 
growls through the gears, splitting 
the air with sounds more akin to 
off-road ■ rallying than pootling 
down to the supermarket The last 
time I saw a car like it was 1971. 
when the local teenage car mechan¬ 
ic used to perform midnight wheel- 
ies in a car park in Wisbech while 
mini-skirted girls and would-be 
James Deans looked on in grudg¬ 
ing admiration.. 

The car which belonged to the 
now-middle aged mechanic was a 
Mini Cooper S; the vehicle which 
brought back memories of it is an 
even more souped-up Mini, the 
Downton Club Sport 1.3i, a highly- 
tuned. limited edition version of the 
cars turned out in the 1960s by the 
Downton engineering company 
which was founded 50 years ago. 

Downton. which tuned Bentleys 
and Bugattis as well as supplied 


Eve-Ann Prentice 
enters memory lane 

engines and cylinder heads to BMC 
works Minis, dosed in 1974 but the 
rights to the company were bought 
by brothers Stuart and Paul 
Middeburgh in 1993. Operating 
out of Mulbarton. Norfolk, they 
enlisted the help of Bryan Slark. an 
original Downton engineer, to pro¬ 
vide a Downton rebuilt engine for 
the l_3i Mini. 

. The result is a toy-sized power¬ 
house that can accelerate from 0-60 
in under nine seconds, sticks to 
comers as if on rails and makes you 
feel like a kid again. It has been 
built to be tough and safe, with rear 
anti-roll bar, high performance 
brake pads and shoes, and height- 
adjustable suspension. 

The Mini, as in days of yore, is 
nothing if not minimalist inside. 
You forget how we have become 
accustomed to luxurious seats, 
sound systems and padded dash¬ 
boards. But the Club World does 
not even have a radio and the 
adherence to I960s-style means no 
head restraints — which may seem 


a sad lack of safety equipment, 
never mind comfort, to some. 

With no seats in the rear and 
bucket seats in front, motorway 
driving can be uncomfortable to 
anyone with anything bur teen-slim 
hips. The demonstration model 
was also showing some signs of 
wear: the instrument lights were 
not working, which made a night 
drive more stressful than it might 
have been, and one of the two 
leather straps holding down the 
carbon fibre bonnet was so per¬ 
ished it fell apart the first time I 
tried io unbuckle it to look at the 
engine. A panel-beater friend came 
to tiie rescue with a piece of wire 

The Mickleburgh brothers say 
this car is “designed to appeal to the 
more enthusiastic driver through 
its performance... it is also refined 
enough to plod around town all day 
and still create a stir”. 

About 50 have already been sold 
ro a Japanese company. Dinky 
Classic, but be warned — nostalgia 
comes at a price: the Downton Mini 
Club Sport costs between £10,450 
and £12.711. 

For information call 
Downton Engineering Works 
on P150S 57)300. 
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911 CARRERA 4S 
Met Black. 96P, 6,000 
mile s, full tnxbo body Id t. 
A/C, FPSH, sports seals 
4 host of extras. 

£6M06. 

No canvassers. 

Tel: 0411 786402. 
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97R Porsche 996 Tip 
Coape. Ocean Blue, 
savannah leather, aircon, 
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HI 911 Cpe JVtc SAWAC7TEJW 

OTSUt250tan.VC .:ST DM 

S7P 9UTBI Slitr .6T <RH 

9CT BU M Cn Oat JVC 4T EGS35 
9V niCnBUIfetAiC 1GTZSB395 
SH 9UO»Mtfa0tM: 18TBBJ995 
sat 911 Cnaack AC. .27TISL9S5 
94n9UCnflmffl.iVC..4fiTl48flaS 
CT9US**eddMBtei 53T £37^95 
9K MQfoMM. WT £33,995 

h sncMivuct Ma. 521135^395 

SM 9EB Sport Back Uel JfiTE29fl95 
w ewe*Car*aea zsiraw 
SH 9 MMBSkJi .... 54TE2Z39S 
( 5 Uttt£T 1050 inS) ' 


01206 S55SOO 
0S50 716911 


■MIIUIMW 

KPSUC*ZaB,Jllr. 

..7T 

8SH flUCtoltoa-tAJr... 

..1ST 

MB 911 CA Ml.. 


9» 9U Ikpi Ur.. 

.1ST 

OTP H1C2 9 Sim JW. 

.. 4T 

95H 6UC4Cssk Stock. 

- 1ST 

S» 911 Grope 1«p V Jbtottrft Mr. HI 

901911 Coapt 6* Hart. CO.... 

..UT 

MM 911 Cm ant JHr. 

.ar 

831 9U3J6BteBMdtJ0r. 

.ar 

096 MCmem*. 

.«r 

Bar 911SSCXBdk. 

..St 



93L SSI Cab OSH CuM. 

..1ST 

ML 9986kfeSport8M>•>.... 

.277 

Ml MtUSndteiM.. 

. .241 

*008 esa cm snot Bmmwuor 

tassK oaiBBinRURsraBps 


•■r 




We pay lop pricK for your quality used Porsche, Please cat! tan Clark on 0831 344705, 


1_ l 
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SATURDAY NOVEMBER 29 1997 


MERCEDES 




tm. L, tlhtadtam n*. 
m Itfar K au nood CD 
tana, shoo*. aDOT*. 1 
7W ml*. nOSB. 


100 IS 93 I. (dMsa Mm Bhm. 
H/W, C/1, A'K'. PflS, ate bos, 2 
reman. Ml mis. FSBL aopaib 

woMUo* £1*990 (Ml Tab 
01 B1 684 4M1U_ 








CtldZO SOmcranr loibH, wc, 

ESb cn AsaO tmawdlatalT- 
fA&OOO OHM 700078 





Sfc o&y* 


300CE Arno, auu loachat, | no, 
Hack, 10 mdac ed symcam. 
•nRUag Mactxlc. £16/000. 

Tab gflfl4 _ 

300 ML I css. Aicde wUw arltb 
nary bids, 48/300 ml*. fmbSH. 
bast of unaB. CD. Scanning 
3399S. Tsl Qlfll 770 09*7 
30UL VI I Alamadlnaf Mnh- 
imm Udo 23.000 mis only. 
HSH. Him aoll 07,796 rao. 


MERCEDESS CLASS 


>ZB & ^eogp^ dsU wory si 


CZ80 Dag tan, 96M. Amuto. 
m ll a a g*. *37678. 0802 26gg6gJJ*»- _ 





Cmrera Ltd 01278 85SZ00 
or 0836 335507 


L £115-60- 

1/0802 sea 


Paying over 

£300 

to insure 
your Merc? 

It’s time 
lyou had the 


Mercedes I Privile !! 


OWNERS 


£ 200 ? 

UrCMMuahrOKifti 

0345 123111 

Mo s t MttffwniJMLCOJ* 



privilege 

INSURANCE 

BKMd Uj T-*t Rn^ art. 1/ ScaCM pfc 


2*0113 

Hammond 11292 5555 


If Hill-House 
M Hammt 


97R Mercedes Benz 230 
SLK- Green/Blaclc. 
quartz leather, aiiton, 
asc. c/boWers, r/locks, 
premiom (/cassette, a/w. 
Registration No. Rl 
SLK, 260mJs £41,495 

97R Mercedes Benz 
SLK 230 Kompressor. 
Ltoerice Sloe, quartz 
leather, aircon, a/s/c, e/w. 
c/holders, cruise, 

premium audio, a/w 
261 mis £38,995 

97R Mercedes Benz 230 
SLK. Brilliant Silver, 
black leather, aircon, 
cruise. 4x airbags, 
r/alarm, audio upgrade, 
a/w heels 12.300mLs 

05,995 


97R Mercedes Benz 
CLK320. Azuritr Blue, 
leather, aircon. e/seat, 
partaronic. esp. r/biind. 
h/l/w, h/seats. e/lights, 
auto r/mimrr. total 
specification, 312mls 

.£49,995 

97R Mercedes Benz 
CLK 320. Azurite Blue, 
orion trim, aircon, Ssp 
auto, a/s/column, 4x 
airbags, lOcd. 6 spoke 
alloy wheels, alarm. 

l.OSOrals _£43.995 

97V Mercedes Benz 
CLK 200. Ruby Red, 
orion leather upbolsteiy. 
aircon, e/roof, traction, 
5sp. auto, cruise, cdxl, ; 
i/alarm, alloy wheels.: 
240mls .£35.995 ' 


BQ78P67 w/ 01706 477100 H oonS* 1 

1200 Bteoanca, 97V, S spaad auto, Tab 0177* 27262* CT 

Aansba BUrt. mfroot. o/w, allon. “ 







PERFORMANCE CARS 

COm/ETTE m UOHTB +. ME. 

mm ns^oin^Gs***? 

VVER GTS 

ONE OF OMY IE UK CABS, 
45DBHE* COUPE, 07R 80UMLS, 
FEBFEn; £83,000 

AKTMAKDMDUEL 
FAKT DCHANtZ WUCOHE. , 
EMtHM Ciawm iH 1 
D19BZBZ1 


SlLraTBIadk Itfcr. 7 Maw, cmlr 
33,000 ml*. FMBSH, Mnu , 
aakTeM/SOO. 01782 212SSS 


SL 60 AMG 

96 P, fkeflt model. Sw with 
Blue hide. 15.000 mb. rmJti 
CD, FMBSH (You have to 
drive an SLfiO to believe the 
performance) As new. 

£84,995 ono 

Tek01703 767788 


MERCEDES 


Over 50 QoaBtjr Used Cara 


01483 724111 


320 CE Coupe 
1993 Kreg. 
Rosewood with 
cream hhr, walnut 
£ 12JOO worth at earn 
me ESR. endM, to CD 
stereo. AC elec mem 
beared Beats, 2 nhm, 
alloys. ABS. 

TZtXlO mile*. FMIJS1L 

Stunning spec 4 great 
baigsto-£24^95. 
Teh 81625 537791 


"SJoot'®" 2S8? “twBS 

CraSnfcabmfc 0117 9609531 

8320 Um 970) VAT Qualifying 

SSsO-SSebaSS* 

066 9331 _ 

SLK230 Kemp -U AMO a»Ba«. 
R mo Ann), Mm Hbnuv 
W aU B m l i llbr. A/C. ASC. ABB. 
HA. mb. KB «l*rm MB VC. 
Mjrwwr*ab0976 937M0 

SLK 2*0 Koaw n— oz. Air Coo, 
Cum Bbcft M*r. 1 Ur LUir^J.n 

Pal. £39-500. 0966 280149. 
SLK *30 Ian. 97. LHD, Ubr. *U 
cob. AMG wbla, CD. nrarr oxhl 
£ 26.660- 01B1 BQ21347 Qnlcfci 
SUCZ30 97 TT- Uaarttn bin*, 
gnuB Ubr, HTD *s*c*, A/C, CD, 
AMG nJDOTS, Tnefcar. bOO mb, 

£37 /PSO. 01483 828276 Bnaw 
SU20 961, Mm BKtflindmem 
Laatnor. tatmar*. Mb 3m®, 8 
Hot*s 2SJ000 ®Ha» £44.850 
Srowr Dbaot 0116 924 116* 


A SyRw Company • 

REGISTRATION 

NUMBERS 


The Japanese beep oil tire good 
ears [tar ib emech ies [Aeu-Qv'«) 
UNTIL NOW 

Pen Hands Network-Q 

Oder CJ ONLY) 

MITSUBISHI F.TO. SPOBTS 
COUPE 1W7 UA UB0TWW 
QkK npow* 46poa£ SAoroaiy 

lJXXBbi. AkCgtrtioniiHEbarig 

ASKEW 

19*5 KTJtX U V« CK TTPTEOfnC. 
SUm. Air GwSdooloi. HeeataL 
Remote ai-oMut. Mk» CoirMika . 

1SMFJEXLM1VECX0VS 
TB^TBOWC HtaeMrtolJkL AJkrjr. 
AirCaodUKkaeg. BecVfci. 
5qab CcnSaoD 

Want One? Thank Q 

Par Ml DeuabMd Ooloar Bradmre 
Ooncc StepbB. Aba ar Barid 

01232451 422. 

Late Omadea Moo-Thin ■ SJOpm. 
Friiby - SJOpm, SamhJ OJOpm 
Mobile Number* MU »!«. 
SM2ASW61.Mia44MM 


um 

11 Don 

t22 cm 

7SOAB 

JKVB 


POLIO 

1SR3 


8FU 

erm 

SOU 

■MIS 


27 PH 

3RTP 


i«e 


JEOB 





aeac 

tUBJ 

DM 21 

ton 





Ml ACH 

OEtBJH 

totMT 

ami 

/res 


nans 

SAM77I 




maa. 






BJNW 

DSL we 

astern 

1JPB 





BMW 

1DBR 

1 aw 





MS B0 

WBL 

DCHM6 

were 




acaiu 


la BN 

flMDH 

7780 

BM 



soan 


IBUt 

DHB4S3 

22 at. 

1JBH 


POV4U 

SOW 

PS AS 

mem 

DJT31 

seen 

HJT 



2018 


1 BUG 

DJB7 

1210 a 

JIBS7 





laas 

dj;i an 

naiB 

1JW • 




AM 17 

lama 

OJCk 

aw re 

3 JKS 


nnae 

BH17 


1ST 

200DK 


skm 





UW2 

DUSK 

1HMV. 

•2 (CM. 




AJT1J7 

Kim 

33DLT 

44 HC 

Bunks 


123 RAJ 

CHSJH 


CUM 

17 DU 

HJL27 

KB* 


RALaas 

8JL2B 


*71 CUt 

SS7E8B 

«HRB 

ton 

lltST 

haw art 

urn 


3U00 •97 F. SH**z/B 2 ack 1 mft m 
154)00 mb. foil apao, 1 ownon 
a wm Mine. £65^760- 0131 
2073731 or 0386 504402 


BJtOO C97V) AqoamaztM, Moab- 
eootn Laallmi, TVlili «i*| aactxa 

too aonU want. 5/000 mtba 
071J7EO GKASFADL: 01509 


SL600 

Greenback, glass roof, 
exclusive interior, 9,800 
miles. 1996 P reg, 
£85,000. 

Teh 01819485588/ 
0421 89S280 (mobile) 


CMIZt 
EM/UQ C/WStt 

id ale . asemr 

37iMH IS CD 
7MAUI COLTS 
I2JUB 1CFS 

ii mb ion 

MBAMH UK 
K9AWI 77CJ0 
PIAHS B*CJH 
41MT CJLM 
22 AP CJICU 
B7/m can 
BWC CJTN 
«SM>M 4ICJW 
E25JHV 7CXB 
KIMS 00-1 

mam Cubic 

1«BJ CL1 

*»i cum 

HAT KOI 
A1A3C MCBI 
BOAV KM COD 
MOW SCOW 


DK REGISTRATIONS 

SudburyXP1787)312222 

Majot mvwan or mm avAHjiBis pm am cweomurmci. 


REGISTRATION 

NUMBERS 


16 NS £4750 
200 NS £3950 
15 NT £3950 
All Plus VAT & 
£80 Assignment 
TEL 01291826462 


ABA an 1850 
359 ADO UOG 
78 ALE 2J5m 
827 BAH V8D0 
2DBEA 1200 
STB BH L5DD 
BW7370 1800 
casa ion 

458 CAC L400 
50CLM 1800 
DA9778 L500 

DBZ46 1^00 
(NOT DBMS 
DO 3490 1800 

365 [£L 1^00 

529 (AH) 1003 
DS4 15089 
OS 9838 L600 

5347 DW 1000 
984 ECH BOO 
ES874 ' (600 
FAZ22 US«0 
BSPCA (000 


B5FCA 1/000 

J4FCA. (000 

(ON ALLAN FOO 
FEC871. (000 

FFIB30 L400 

FM8806 1^00 

OL59 1500 

G00GJH 1200 

GOW257 1000 

H4RL0- LOGO 

(HAflOUX 
HAZ650 1JJ00 

HD 9468 (400 

ML 23 POA 

H0905I BOO 

JEC6S9X 400 

JB13 1.500 

(N0TJB13 
JL34 POA 

JIWB LGOO 

JJ8706 1400 

X0L353 (000 

KO504 800 


QVLA AHCTI0N 
OF ATTRACTIVE 
BEfi MARKS —rnbam 


registration 
numbers _ 

. _ -y, i ana mm 

a 1 

1 BHS 

x PiPwesH 


8 BM e T2£raasBasflw 

100 BOBjfr^T 

HU V&LSZ 

9l4£H07 ?Wm22S2a2T 

mtg 


m ^fgjjsxL 

6 pmm assr'Bi 

OTB43 223992 _ 


LAZ40 1500 
UK 288 (008 

LN 9705 1^00 

LNJB9 eoee 

L57772 1200 

QMA as® 
50 MAY 1200 

mbnsa eao 

MM 278 A400 

UMV99 1.®» 
MUN 802 (200 
94 MX 1.750 
S 8 MX ■ 800 

(MARK CROS5I 
NN44S0 (300 
D777PAT BOO 
PCS 68 1800 

TO 30 POA 
BPJF 1808 
PN 787* I.S» 
5353 PP W» 
7PW nooo 
RAP40X COO 


RBH338 U4S 
884 RH 1000 
RIB 750 UXIO 
RR 3798 1800 

SAD 6 B (800 
SDP6655 100 

3333 SM 4A» 
6668 SM 1000 
749 SMD (800 
BTES 1800 
FERRARO 
252 TUA (000 
TV 32! 1500 

UFA 1800 
G1US4 1500 
VERS58 L250 
(VSW0W€RAI 
WA2C0 (400 
VM7K 1000 
WJNSfl (450 
WT8590 (400 

2527 WW (200 



MERCEDES AUTHORISED DEALERS 


■ ’.J!- 

V:.; : v v .: 








#t ' , v ’•'/ * \ W ■ 

v ..." . ” l . : '> t 


‘ ,'" # s * 


- i. . 


v";- 


ase call 0800 010 107. 


For further information please call 0800 010107. 







§u i9KUAifcSw*8(Wja.iB. BB 431495 

SK 19BE10 AatoNuidbnn. «ton . ASF SHfK 

ML CWEvAIMlWtaUK . M 

sal . ^ W* 

m CMBqanWtaMMBrai*. 2TT X17J9S 

HP C1N Squid Alb Own at.1ST SBJK 

VP C33 CSiUfc »uta RaJMjB, BO.STWB 

H mftrtNMMtuML*. 2 ST W» 

M Ca»B MdD 4^»M,A3ndw(hhM...gThPJB 

95H E 20 D Afln BLaEhd.es; wc we, A;.ACT .£20985 

BOI C250DfcielBegunAnttaWeatanaa ,...2P DOffS 

Ml OSODhHlBEginBMBideejfd:.JST U1S85 

97P CBOa^MfatolMMHlBaBhd tat atari «T E25fl95 

MN a»aBA*G 0 MiUiAOT'd!fc*.KT mjBS 

991 HOTSndertrtnandilLfees. &T X 2 U95 

SEN HnMta&fcitaMhdMi.*.AST.12(995 

M BM Began Ado taoMfee,*.23T I25B95 

SB! B20T Auk) RUbfRBf 7 eydb.lh.ee. 21T 728,995 

97P E 220 Began FUqtaudnam tide, jfe. SF 536;996 

0 EW QeMl Began finnKstyqr.WT42MBS 

MH nCEM*UMMa.efc. 8 CT £17jE 

SEN San.AadxmdnmhAB.Unc. 1 ST 751996 

Ml Stta'feAfamtatarfiltifcBbto .ITT 751995 

991 SUSOABaWnMnonMamda:. 6 ST 75UK 

BP fiUHVhtaMahuikninkehMB. 7T XIAJOS 


1 CIBOEteganeeAuloMaLaTcon.dn —In E21S95 .^£11995 .« — -- —rr-»=!= . ,-• . .- 

1 Cl BO Owric Estate Auto Air can.JBT E25J99S g?? CIBO^mre Auto met ex demo. (M....iaT£2l»5 

I (200 Stance Auto esr.rfst.W £2Dfl85 ^ 'IItS c "^*—: ^»ll«M»p>iiMW>!>IW>>M£SSII=====^'=^-- 

'C200SpillAirtoMeLiran»cd . 3T Ulfm mm tOTSe^AutoBfimrta'IXii^aitnoSS 

1 CZ30 Konpreaaor Good epac.5T £25^95 

1 C2S0 TurtioD Classic A MeLOtg, 10b tf si SF £25^95 
1 C280Be^AMe(hide,al.spc8ef,Btx)tes JT £29,095 
[ 320CEA Met, hhnx Bds.41T £22^K 

> E200 Began Auto Md.liv.iM.11T £27J»5 

. E220Auto Mel, tfc( alarm.14T £18^95 

> E230Begam Auto Air coa*ys,rfct . . 12 T £31(995 
! EZ30A«anigardB me! zk-STd, ade, fm. BW IDT £31(895 

> E230Amntgarde Auto Air 00 a hkta, ale. -5T E31J85 
' E230 Elegance EsMfcLSapd auto, aga, air ,17T £31995 

1 E280AvantgwdoMe(ajto.eff..13T £31fl95 

1 E2B0 YE Awrtgarda md air, STl Im. risl . AT 07,995 

> E320 V8 Total spec, md, Me ..10T £44595 

(SL320 Ue( WdB, cton. 8l, tfsl . ZST fSSJXS 

4 SL320MotMdo,dan.ds(Bh.sbdicd ...1ST £54^95 

> £500 Umo Top Spec.10T CSS^DS 

* SL320 Top spec ine. glass mo).16T EG1995 

( 50DSL Total 08 hand drtvu.A2T 07,895 

_ Mercedes-Benz _ laercedes-Benz _ Mgcedes-Btnz _ Mercedefrflenz _ 

We pay top prices for your quaBty used Mercedes-Benz. Contact Mfice ThongMon or Ian Clark on 0860 308 333 or 0831 344705 email aintQlancasterplc.com 


|nx SODSEC Sher, bka Me 


...42T 7X1495 | 


9 MCU 0 PdvMAe.bhddaai.flR loaner—5ZTE1M95 
SEN CU0 Bag Auto Aknandhe-nusiiniDaidDOi—22709^5 

«7P CU0AgioAtpaUW-.iPflycMl.flK (tom-OTMiM 

SOP Cl® Eh^)caAiifac5i)ni gray. bfadtcWfuesrSTOI/WS 
97P CUO Begem Autu Green btack. deck dot) .ITT DJW 

OOP CU0 Begem Auto FUwnd, deck doti-9101,995 

OTP CUOBqAutoAnrte,dean-T2Tm« 

OTPCUOBv Auto fUy rad, dreon-HIS® 

0U WOE 2A Auto MR at.ee . 8Mt . . - ^ -ggMg 
94H (SOOBeg«m1biinMdLnidnomd)lvtoj4CT£1W« 

95N C300 Auto BBfldnWWto.btoe dot)-44TCM8K 

BM CTBegAutaMflIac!itogmivbhdidafe T 2lTCnjB 
SEN CSOOBflgem Ado Gmbbduoutti doth efc23T £22^95 
BUI camtoatAMoHal W8,badrULirdD)«JJlT^re 
BM CZOOB^AutoOflmliMcvwdaOuxlplalCT^JK 
SGN C200 Beg Ado Ta»m*iRTO'M>-Alfon—1BT024B 
87P C230n»ep Sport Ado Tuamlnet dr con—13T £21905 
B7P C230Kon9poM<toHU|,akieKir i AMG—8T£31985 
9M E200 Begem AtAoQqu grey, nab dad-..ITTOIjW 
87P EBOOBegma Alto Anrte. grey d*,ev8M«TCT8K 

B7P E230BflgAfltoA2WtbUhe,Bircan-13TOO/MB 

97P E230 Beg Ado S9 rec Meek hkh. air con-iJESl® 

97P B20BegE51XIE Auto Green btadcak con-1ST £32^8 
B7P BS30 B^ESTME Auto We. afe ifa. net—CTB4495 
B7P OSODhsdBegmAdoAadabluB.flkiiorurT S21995 
BSP EfflO Beg Auto Azute Moa. aw hMe. afc —B TM W 

91H SOBLAtorerrinfl, null hide. afc. astra- 38TE40JB5 

97P E220CdSieKbfackNdfl.afc.lv-6T£41^5 

BBP E300D t Qeg,Aoto,l*»( hkte.de, KS,r*l_MTra^ 
9BP 8U»gwbtadhkhi,nchiale.8AW-5Tf58,aK 

jam AMG a so nw ummm conw«g*i - air mem 


_ <-* kJ USED CAR.4 

B7P omChHicMkMahLdaOi.BKe* ...■■■--8T£1V 
949 Ct80Bfl9emAdoMhkikjN.do«i,epHd ..13T9WA 

SMCWIBegAdoAzutodohired;.2ZTCTM 

B5N C 1 MBegAotalldnlgHLclatumusic.34TE1M 

9SN 090 Beg Auto Aknenitifl.dali.ah.reuiie -•.. 11 TC«,S 
96U C200 Beg Auto DMOafire, mmh eUh ■'. 

SM C2toBogTburnBiria,can.aircai.a(l'.1HT£21 7 ) 

97P C230Beg Auto Green bhd mud dot).JTOB^ 

B7P aoOBflg Auto Ataanda. djKAfc, cdflir. .71 £214 
ML BaCnpflEtoaJihd(gmirhfch.flK)h ....31TC2W 

SUP BaOBegAdoAmfadran.(MXr... 11 JTE 2 W 

97P EZUCkeeieAdoGraenM;doll,abye-ed .4TE214 
OTP BM Bag Auto Gfchcfc, grey hkh. dr con....1ST C31.S 
97P 1 ^ Beg Ado looming mud> cUh atom .111131,9 
SGP B30EdBaBAdoQntft.CHMr.air.imic -12TE219 
B7P BaOEdAmdganiaSiwf, daft. cSmflh. ifa .131EE^ 
9GP E 2 BDAw^rdBGrewbto*.hide.afcgv ...5TE314 
9SP E 2 mBagAataABrih l greyNde.drcon ....1ZTE35.9 
98P E3M A e ad yade Green Mack, bhcfc Nde. afc .ITTBSj 
OTP E300TD Eet Ehg Am. Nde, ebm. rfe. afc ... - 11 T E31B 
SM SL50QToumatoa.roushioam,ckn.ifc.8ri ...1DT£5E^ 
95U StMOAznla.imdiuamhidi.iea, 8 b.chi ...1ST£SW 
07P S2SDGreoibhd,midihttketoj®.nu« ...ISWfff 
97R sswLAznrthl l u eeNonm td fte . JTCS*,a 


If you re In (king pnrtfxcfionge, and they’re calking 
problems, you're not talking Cruickshank. 


97P UM0 -***•* 

S2K 5C3SE *»>■*«;.•" 

3-M SL53C r**. 5 *- 
92J SL5C0 ***** 
grp $i:?o .. ' - 

S7R CL420 ***'*-* l '- 
C6R S50Q COU?? •*■*-*-*- 
SSF 503 SEC V** 1- . 

57 R E320 VG AVAKTTTAROE * 
SEP E32U ELEGAffCE"*-«•+'* - 
92K o2CE5Spd A'. *-.**-. 
50G 3C0E 4-MATiC AMG 3.2 • 

.S5M E260 ».* 


4T>£44,2£rjV; 
• 5hT S28.S5D 1 
25T £52.500 i 
,59T E3S.S5C : 
•; 2T-;S3i5G : 
4T 5S5.0D0 i 
12T 56C.0C0. I 
34T £22;65G 
3T £74.750 ' 
•21T £35.65?. 
177- £24-. £5 5 •. 
85T 515.75D 
167 £2-5.550 i 


55 K 
55N' 
52 L 
315 
525 
373 
57? 
■£SP 
•95N 
S7R 
95!i 
97P 


ENPASCjrS'EtC- +-rVLEATHER OR J'.Fi. 'r*** LECTREB A 


E233 •****» 

E22C 'A : »*»*+ 
:32CC0UFE*»»* 

E323 Cv'J?£5 Sp'J 'A' 
3C.CCE23'.'' CUCHATALPT' 

235CE 'n * ’ 

E;05 SI'ESTATE CLASSIC *** 
E23D ESTATE ELEGANCE •»** 
P230 EST ELEGANCE .rr*. 
C36 AMir *•*»•*• 

C2SG V5 SPORT «*» 

£23? ELEGANCE *»» 

C230K ELEGANCE •**•»+■» 

iZ i'~;. ■* ***» I37iL SPEO.’VW 


247 £21.506 
2;T £23.320 
TOT £36.500 
iST £27.653 
7bi, £22.55? 
211 £3S,6oC 
47 £32.500 
3T £33.500 
13T £33.563 
197 £36.65? 
21 £33.533 
127 £25.350 
7T £26.650 
"OOA'.lfHHC 


talk CRUICKSHANK now! 


_ ® Tel: (0117) 966 9331 Eves: 0385 998357 

7 dajs a week. 24 hours a day. Nationwide delivery. A Syuier C ompany 
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97P Cl 80 CLASSIC 

£269 per month 

97P C200 ESTATE 
£31 3 per month 

97P Cl 80 CLASSIC 
£319 per month 

96PC230K SPORT 
£394 per month 

96PE300D 


£335 per rmmlh 

£455 per month 

97PV230 
£399 per month 

97PS320L 
£830 per month 
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Sgoo(i reasons .to call Malaya loday 

0181 460 8888,5^—^-^ 
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Park Lane 

9SP SLK 23fl Kompressor 
Met^c, leCTher, auto, 
air con, AMG.£35,395 


IB96FS280 Sabos. Gnu Black. 

? J ssrs 5 ^^ as 

aSate QZS9& 81441 or OPS* 
3VB36P_ 


offs* me 


^-Bam 2 30SLX 
o¥»4 814*1 


0171 629 


1S96P lltocadaa SOOEX. Auxin 
- Bloa, dsafaraem Ua Poll 
Spaa. BAXIO vdtoa~a»*9G- 
Ub da*br 012M 81641 or 
OPS* 398360__ 
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91J SL500 Peal 9oe. Rear Cbll Seat 

ISHdeAtoyxNrCaiidflaaiDg, 

25T.XU99G 

® 

Mercedes-Benz 


ESJ0W MentowU* WOP Warn 
ahar. Bade lamer. C*na» 
Comd, Sacadc Fnrt Sam, . 
Drtvar Utmy. FOMng Minors 
Haaead Save. Head Lamp 
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B» EM W Aaanlganb1Ba7P 
BdlarfSBuw. Stack Laatnc. 
Cbn*a ConM, BacHc FMri 
Sam, DAar Manay Haw CMd 
Saata. Fbfeflng Iflmn. Heedd 
Saw* Head Lamp Wadi. Rain 
SmoutaiMlihi.nMH 
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J. R. Tagger I S 

Mercadas-Beoa in ¥tatford I g 

lK1Jn.Me.SMnd.«*| 1™ 

ku»aamdm .Jiiml 


ciMGaewMiOaB.nm , lau 

neesaKHMkiM. sm m 1 EiS 

BHBlMMIU.-E17M IsH 

anesukoiMrCn.xnw lesu 

czuctaflerreKwcM... . raw In 

cseoe 97f Ma 4C0>.D® |W 

C»MdnP»erettOB . ■ JBISS |B7P 
EaaSHMftHdBTtoi. jane 

DnMd'mkl . mat I®* 

QjaBenr«d(«rov.". tarn |“2 

EaaHesnMthiVrean. jam 

zameasmiiMStod... s~ 

BBflMBaDFMelUSial .J3BSBS . Bag* 

aaBrmMu.wftSid-- .ass Ign 

-tot Ml a a« !■ aa l - IBSM 

c» bme ere Mi. un. sam I*? 

metow>evnk.Nron .xmas W 8 ™ 

E2nAddMPStaiWOBD....i3»5 >.B 

raatoedSffMe.vcnlHi 'L= 


2.B Pearl Bus. Cmm □ ftoto aW.AJbw- 

aegaacs Pud Sue. Sic CL Auto, 8 * 5*3 . -- 

Ebgaaca U4n)glit Blue. Aim. Ev Ah.. 

Baoaaca Back. Gmv CL Amo fcsr. Ea Rm . — 

□apnea SiCik, Gray a Ado. R/Cass-- ... 

aeteaec Toumadna. Grey O. Mo. Rrtass-- 

Bepnra P w CjMe. ^£3 LC^ — 

□agues CmMu^G^O. wS*R«asi_-“ 

Spal Prtw Hed.OmLire. Auto. s«».E**ento- 

Dleail sew. Stack a Auto Esr.ncass- 

EtotpmRita Rea.B&ckO.Aure.Esr. R/Stareo 

9mr.Backa.Auu.reir.... 

BESywtod-ab.Atovs.Esi B«aftr ... — 

Etafeare Ohm Back CL Hrcon. Moya. Anu— - 

3«vw Back O. Aau. Fa BmiuCtos-- 

X ftart toe. Husteroani Hk An. CcL W>-- 

Earn Grwi Buck. Grev Cl AuU Es I 7.'.’.- 

irooyn Grey. Cream 1 st Hh.Olfl. Auto-- 

IT MkHgre Blue. Gim Q UouxAit. WSW-- - 


9EF SZSO Rufly Rsd. Baev LBw. Ei»Mtra. Onen. fSof, 


) 5»W. BBSS LBV, ton Hi-SiKC---— 

i Slwr. Gm Ldv. EH Eox AtMe-- -- 

I Stow Gray liar. Hu Sis- 

I Shar. Grey un. EfscMomy. HealBl Seats- 

# Ruby Ret GmLBnEh*i*niary Seals __ .. 


S 5flnio SAW UiBhnma Liter. R<S«al Cd-. 

MStaa BbdL Ntadueoa LDir R3. HLSo« 

■ MB sew. Heoaacfc Uir. d Mgto Soee. fVSe*. am, 

IAMBSdw Grey Lmr. Amo. re-Sfloc b»oi AR.. _jfiDt 




b, artaam UWl 1 seel. B h Moye, dra 

Ml ®'/ooojUW 1. dnMk dutomiM 

nkas tad U sp« bA AM. e MflE 
Dtack. »oy ek*. *onc unol am. 
tft. UHR AW GRDE. toB. AIR CONOfn 


dGerRAans. deck DMR aa> SPQRCAn,Nw; 

9GP Ihbf «t m nen UHl dagaeca. 6 h ataM,» 
97 SAW. (yay daoi, ELEGANCE (pacAcMm. ESDQ 
L9U taw cream cun. as. Mep.Mt Bdak m 
97R Sher TWO. aeu ban sunmfc. uam. mu 
wtwru.mwn.vm welcome yduhf 
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97 ? ^C18DOueicbnpartolRed■»BhckCWK.5Speed Manual 
fiorrt Brckie Wndow. Bacbte Sureoot RadoCassaDB, 

’ ll^SfliafcB I. —-—- ' - E1W50 

95 N C200 Sport aaGladt^h Back Ctolh.AtJfcrffifc, Front S, Rear 

BaaricWlntkT^BadricSirmol, Front Armrest 

RaSo'Caasolla, 29^50 nies—--£11950 

97P C2D0Begd)i!i VM8nBrQaan*lhGreyCtoth,5Q*4dAuto. 
AtrCOkRcnl & Rear BecbicWbndow.Qime. Faking ftw - 
■SoatFydfc^WTOrs.BBdfCasaBte.16^ -£23350 

96 P -C230Beganc8 Estate TomalrM wBh Itodroom Ctotfi,- 

. . SSp^AufcF^&BearBec.Wtadowe.AirCondWaiikig. 

' 8HcteAJtoys,Cn«36,HitfCa3SBto.4J50olas-- £25550 

96 P ^BegamBrttortS*w*dJi Gray Ckdi. 6 Spaed Aoto, 
Bee. Whkw, Craha. 8 H Allan, HLWW. BJS. Alr.Con, 

- Glass Panel Bee. Sureod, Radun, 15,700 oim—£29550 
95N S2MAznd»Bk«wjhWHhrocniLbadtar.SSpdAiJto,Badrtc 
Seals, 8 Hole Aloy Wbeab, BacMc SMnriL FtaridCaaaaltBCD. 
30.000 ra«B8_. 


NEW l -C IASS V6 


97 R E329 Ajrentgarta Azurta Bkrew® Grey uahar. 5 ^xJAuto, 

Bbc. Windom, ArCatiGtase Pand Bso Sureoot Crehe, 

BactricFrentSaab, 5 HohAtoye, RC, 9.700 rates _ £44^50 
S7P E32DBagencaTouBi*»GrBaflwttiOr^Ck*, 5 Speed Auto, 
EtecBfcWiodowa. Cruisa, Air Can, KWW; Elec, front Seats, . 

lOHAloys, RodfaCassste, 7J58<nhs-;-- C3&950 , 

B7 R E320Avantovde Green Bat* witti Black Leaflet. 5 Speed Auto, 1 
Beetle Whtow, endM, Air QnHotftig.SK fern Sms, 

5 Hole Aloys, RadoflCaeseBo, 12,850iBtoe-£41,950 


190E1J RedMnhtoan GUh, Beetle Sunmtd-- £12^50 

Ct80EtogamAzurttEtGreyCMh,5Sp(i,EIWS8K— £19j50 
C220 BagennWbMtadtttla, AC. Auto, Sunrnof^. £20^50 
C230 Sport Ed Grem BHBK fftto. Alio, AC. AMG tt. £35^50 

C280 BagMxreAkonnSw Bs(VCkAh, Aijk»)aiic_-^ £20^50 

C280 Baganca B^ant S*rei/HI(ia Ctati, Auto, Cruisa _ £20550 
C2aOBegancaAzibMBiuaHklB < Aido,AC.8H,EDS~. £25^50 
E200CbaikQ«an'Btadi/eBacfcClo8i l Auto, AirCon^ 1 £23,950 
-E2CO Estats AzurtsASrey ObCi, Auto, 7 Seats, VAT Q _ £21^50 
E2O0 Efagancs E»L Tburmhie QnVQrBy Cloth, Au»_ E29^S0 
23IG Bkn BacVGrey CUh^Auto. 8 Hoh AW r WelnuU. £15^950 

E22aEdetoAkaamiiiafitackCUh.Aato l 7Seah-£20550 

E230 B agaica Oiyi GreyASrey CBi. Auto. AC, VAT Q „ £28^50 
E250DE)uga)c«Tbwmakne3riVMushaoSiAC.A!Jt)„ SZTfiSO 
E 280 SdoonBlueBeckMuehreomHkto,AC,8Hotei_ £21^50 
E2S3 Elegance V5 Riijy RedMush Wde, AC, Aloys— £35^50 
^EehtoSnimahFeifttoshniomCMIi.Auta.TSIs. £23^50 

300 TE Estate Fajatt RadflAahroom We, AC, RFS_£19^50 

E36 AHG Briiant SfcenBlacfc Hkte, Mam SU, CSoiaU _ £49,950 
S320 Bkie BackMtditm. 5 Speed Auto, BH. Ckrevs. £39,950 
S320 Green BlactfBlaGkHde, AMG, Uam Sts. Cbxaids £46,950 

S5UBhia StodtfBadcWe, UsikSh.8HotaAW-- £54^50 

**” Waai M9 ^ 50 

5MBLanmaw/BackHda.nearSB8LAlrCtin^ i E28J50 

SOOSLNautcBkjatraamrtde, Air Con. Rear Sod_ £44550 

SLM Oifflpert dltotfaroQffl Hda. 8H. RaarSca(Ak Con. ESA550 
SiaatotSareoBtadr Hide. KSOO mfee-£70550 | 


1 0370 906904 


Ct80 Esprit WteaBtoe cuh, Auto. ESR, Low mtea®. 

I C180 Bag*** Azurite BiuVGreyCtoti. Auto, ESR __ 

! C180 Beganca Green EfecttGrcyCtotti. Auto. ESR ___ 
Etojprra Sntote StoeriBteck OML Auto Affi 
’ CIWEtoganru/ciRterGfayC^/u*^^ 

' WBBogan»WhitBehckl8dhwAiJto.A<C_ 

I C200 Beganca PaadBlueiQByaotoAifti. E3R__ 

’ Oagonai T«xma6neA3fey Ctoto/Urto, ESR_ 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ “w 

C230 Sport Gresi BbckRSrey Ladher, Auto. AA3-J_ 

1 C2200 Ctessfe Eat BlueXSwv CkdL Auto. Ar Cmt .. 

I G200(W12() WNtelBhre Ctoft, Automatic, ESR 
E 220 (W124) AhrendinVOey Ctoto AutoESflZZT 

l ^^tWIMJS^erttahraoniwi,_T 

. Automate. A/C __ 

1 E200 Etagem Apua BhiVat&v Onh Anti ps h _ 

EgO Begviee BaidrfaByCIcni. AuarndtoSH__ 

^BWShnu^CtotoAuioniafie.ESR_ 

. ®»®acWQrey QoduAutoAAS_ 

^ aagre)« AaxteTGrey Ctoto, Auto.to Con ___ 

^00 Bagwice TbunuinVGiay Cknh, Auto, ESR_ 

’ ^ ^"W VBQmaiechGnylaa^_ _ 

! Sf^^^L*m.csamconw_ 

■ S320 Uno AZtrtBASnyLadhar, Low Uhoga_ 

^^^^gdGrey^ i^alhg. 2ZJ0Q alee. KSpet!_ 
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M erlin Matthews 

hay a two¬ 
wheeled mis¬ 
sion- Driven by 
an environmen tally-friendly 
d ream, he wants to make the 
bicycle a viable -means of 
transport in Haiti — the 
poorest country in the Western 
hemisphere. • 

The 6ft2ins cydist rides 
under the name of Dr Bike. 
Dressed in flower-power 
shorts and sandals he earned 
his nickname as head of the 
Bike Club at the London 
School of Economics. In ex¬ 
change for a 50p membership 
fee, he and his team would 
repair penniless students’ 
bikes. Iri rtfum for a beer, 
Matthews would give classes 
on bike maintenance. 

Now' he wants to round up 
as many unwanted bikes in 
the UK as he can get, ship 
rhem to Haiti and sell them for 
a nominal sum. His aim is to 
set up a string of workshops 
on the Caribbean island where 
locals can borrow tools and 
leant how to repair their own 
bikes. “Haiti has a democracy 
for the first time, and is ripe 
for progress,' he says.'“If the 


Merlin Matthews: “If Haiti’s political system goes pear-shaped, at least we will have left them with new skills " 


political system goes pear- 
shaped, at least we will have 
left them with new skills." 

“Re-Cycle" received charita¬ 
ble status in July. Matthews. 
24. hit on the idea after a 
meeting with Jo Du fort a 
Haitian-born student at LSE, 
who now works for the charity 
on the island. Two years ago, 
he visited Haiti for the first 
time and saw for himself the 
problems facing a country 
where SO per cent of die 
population, is unemployed- It* 
suffers from a severe drought 
and soil erosion is a serious 


threat But due to a long series 
of dictators, the island has 
received little aid. 

Lack of transport is a long¬ 
term problem. Islanders 
spend four hours on average 
travelling to work on their 
fields or into town. Collecting 
water, wood, and food is time- 
consuming. while transport¬ 
ing them can be cumbersome. 
The roads are pothded and 
only the 61ite own cars. Bicy¬ 
cles, most of them stolen from 
Florida, are highly sought- 
after status symbols. 

Schools and hospitals are 


high on the charity's list of 
recipients. “Demand is going 
to far outstrip supply; so we 
need some land of rationing.” 
says Matthews. “We need to 
make sure that the bikes go to 
those who need them, not free¬ 
wheel ers." 

To get the project off the 
ground,“Re-Cyde" will Initial¬ 
ly work alongside The Insti¬ 
tute for Transportation and 
Development Polity, an Amer¬ 
ican group carrying out a 
similar scheme in Haiti. Fund¬ 
ing will rely heavily on dona¬ 
tions in land. Some super¬ 
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markets have agreed to act as 
central distribution points, 
and surplus space on ships 
and containers already going 
to Haiti will be used to 
transport the bikes. 

“The difficult bit is the 
shipping and storing — the 
easy bit is getting our hands 
on the bikes," says Matthews. 
“Fashion changes so quickly 
in the bike world that thou¬ 
sands are thrown away." 

The plan is thar the bikes 
wifi be repaired in Haiti. “The 
labour cost of fixing some 
bikes is prohibitive in the UK. 
but viable in Haiti," says 
Matthews, who lives in West 
Mersea. Essex. “People throw 
away inner tubes with one 
hole in them. Bike shops 
throw away a lot of old wheels, 
and pedals with 5,000 miles 
still left in them. Our aim is to 
teach people to fix them up, 
then sell the bikes for a fee, 
depending on how much 
money they've got — id show 
them the value of it." 

At present bikes are being 
collected only in East Anglia, 
but the charity is interested in 
hearing from volunteers to set 
up networks in other regions. 

Re-Cyde, 0i206 383906. 


A pedal-powered canal 
and river boat has trig¬ 
gered "huge interest" 
among manufacturers after ins 
launch at the National Water¬ 
ways Festival ax Henley-on- 
Thames. 

The two berth cabin cruiser 
is powered by two “seacyde” 
units, and at a constant pedal¬ 
ling rate of 50rpm, two people 
can manage 3-4mph. Hence 
the name. Escargot. 

The .Environment Agency, 
which owns the boar, hopes it 
will promote the idea of using 
environmemaliy-friendly craft 
on Britain's waterways. Plans 
and building instructions for 
Escargot are on sale at £50 a 
set 

The lSfrbins long boat 
weighs just under three quar¬ 
ters of a ton and is made of a 
marine plywood skin on a 
softwood frame, bonded and 
coaled with epoxy resin. 
Orginaliy designed by Seattle- 
based naval architect Philip 
Thiel, the UK version was 
built over a period of ten weeks 
earlier this year by Southamp¬ 
ton boat builder Colin Jones 
for about EI2.000. 

Low energy lighting is 
powered by a 12-volt battery, 
charged by a solar panel. 
Plans are being explored for 
the installation of a larger 
solar panel to charge three or 
four 12-volt batteries and pro¬ 
vide enough energy to run an 
electric outboard motor for 
eight hours. 

“Escargot was designed as a 
DIY project so can be built by 


Pedal 

your 

own 

canal 


amateurs from detailed plans. 
You don't need the stalls of a 
specialist shipwright. The oth¬ 
er advantage is that it can be 
towed behind the family car 
like a caravan,” says Mr 
Jones. 

H e took the boat for two 
miles of trials on the 
.River lichen earlier 
this year, accompanied by Jon 
Sims, a writer for Waterways 
World, who had sported news 
of Thiel's design in the special¬ 
ist waterways magazine six 
years ago. 

"Escargot looks extremely 
professional and behaves very 
well. The gearing on the 
pedals, though, needs to be 
changed to make ir less effort 
on the legs," he says. 

The operators sit on two 
saddles in the stem well of the 
boat — one person can also 
drive it — and their pedalling 
motion drives the propeller. 

After river trials, the Escar¬ 
got was taken by road to the 
West Midlands then pedalled 




down the canal system from 
Dudley to Henley for the 
Festival. Thirty volunteeers 
from the Waterways Recovery 
Group, the voluntary organis¬ 
ation which restores and re¬ 
pairs derelict canals, took two 
weeks to pedal the 160 miles, 
which included 120 locks. 

“It was like cycling up a 
slight hill all the time, so our 
legs felt a bit tired and one girl 
had blisters on her bottom, bur 
it's certainly a cheap way of 
gening around," says Sue Bur¬ 
chett. who organised the vol¬ 
unteers. 

The Environment Agency, 
which took on the responsibil¬ 
ities of the old National Rivers 
Authority, says Escargot 
meets the twin objectives of 
silent running and the use of 
sustainable energy sources. 
The fact thar the boat creates 
minima] wash because of her 
weight and shallow draught is 
welcome too; excessive "'ash 
can erode canal and river 
banks. 

Inland boating attracts a 
sizeable number of people in 
this country; 44.000 hold li¬ 
cences from the Environment 
Agency for the 500-600 miles 
of navigable rivers which the 
agency manages while nearly 
30,000 hold licences from Brit¬ 
ish Waterways for the 2,000 
miles of canals under its 
control. Many more have li¬ 
cences from other navigation 
authorities. 

For building instructions 
of Escargot contact Jon Sims 
on 01705 732868 (evenings only). 

CHRIS BALCOMBE 







Silent running and sustainable energy: Jon Sims. left, and Colin Jones on the Escargot 
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BENTLEY 
TURBO RLWB 

Jaunty 1989. only 1 1.000 idles. 
M Bernice hinny. Royal Blue 
wMi mushroom hide immtx, one 

owner, CoadUan As New, 

Mwa 

T*L- 0181896 3030 (u~*0 
0468 387 70S (S*om) 


Mboper^ffiMpc 

' 50 Marytebono, WghStrogt, 
London W1M3AD 
Tin*) R « Pofit BUAt Bin, an. 
MtnjrEjtosorty38fl(XMs . SMJSK 

sum amaru n. opM**. 

B&flOO Ofc. FSH ........ 123^50 

BflHT IS BcnjfPoithnariL &*»t> 
Contain 71000 mb. F8H X&500 
TUTOR BE 

Sp8dficafon.77JW0rte ...£21,860 

Tel: 0171 935 1124 


BENTLEY TURBO R. 

VMMMRt*. 

ramhUrctag Green, F Wtla ae u t 
Interior piped green. Twin antngb. 16 
In d m he tU . CP. hnmofcabcr. 
llaefeec. Ahn NewTrjw. 
FJUtSJH. 
cnjui 


PfeCnddm*. 
T«fc (01634) 844551 
Mote (04(8) 816S35 



SELF DRIVE 

ROLLS-ROYCE AND BENTLEYS 

Drive in luxury aD year rotindl 
Arrive at that special occasion in style! 

The most competitive ratesT Weekend specials! 

HANWELLS OF LONDON 
Tel; 0171-436 2070 Fax: 0171-436 3110 

Open Sunday 11-4 
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THOUSANDS MORE AVAILABLE. 

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED. 
FREE QUOTES. NO OBLIGATION. 
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SAAB AUTHORISED TVR 
DEALERS 



800 8E MAo lUmoBd 






TOYOTA 








Paying over 

£300 

to insure 
your Saab? 

It’s time 
you had the 
Privilege. 


TOYOTA 




CARS 

Da nol cartuM win Ex Mat 
IBM P no PREVIA 08 AUTO &000 
■ta, Hm Rad UAL —£16*88. 
IBM RAV 4 QX s door. SjOOO raflat. 

Hrara —i Bba UtaL - TOMB. 

IBM P (BO Oorata 10 GE DMML Aah 
Gray mu-E8M8 

TEL: 01291 626462 


VOLKSWAGEN 



I? 0113 
292 5555 



VOLKSWAGEN 

POLO 

New *98 spBoficaxion RHD 
Polo. Tra m andouB eavaigs 
oraUmodete-Pota ?.<WCL 
Estate + Matatfic Pa’ar v 
VC + ASoys + AES. 

£11,798 OTP. 

WHY PAY hitORE 7 
Cofl 01703 47020C 
Fax 471707 
or 070001 EURO CArf 
Part Exchange Vie! 


6COTT6 


BS N Canada VSfi Ann Sara. 
Mjxdt Bbc. hater ahead, aba. 
vaedak pi, h i ean , edxl, aftr. 

njeoonk -CI.995 

9SP Goff YW 5dr. BiflUun 
Black. lAeaa. unu, da. 
olbtgk. iter. cM. bbi afatecK 

IJ.JOOml*---£18.905 

97P GotT Arudprde 
Canrtfl*. Aqu Blue, blue 
■Mead, fchw pAxiDd. aba, a/bagi, 
pea, cdL swx4. ofac. aic. ate. 

6.160mli-<17.995 

96F Sfaanm Cant VM AMu. 
Sate Sdm. air coadlUanliil, aba, 
otep. e/rooC h/lte. btew. ctel. 
aOuy wbed*. 17.960ml, £17,99} 
97B Gctf 96BHP Auto 
CoDrerdWe. dauk Craeo. ehdi 
9«u lead, poacr hood, rate 
anbaga. pa, ew, cdl, telann. 

moata-£16.993 

9TP CMT CT1 ICV Jdr. Mysic 
Blue, tpfta aeau, air conditkiteg, 
aha. Homan, pa. cteral, <w, edm. 

at ajlayv I.B00ab_£16.995 

MP Caff CTI IV Sdr. Sttjcra 
(hey. a/BUd, tea, aha. airbag. 
cwi4. cdl, aka, abc. ten, 

■Boy*. BJOCknls _£15595 

9TF Fatal IAS. Winter Blue, 
grey utra, aha, airtap,. phAooC 
Wc. Btetedawa. c/bdtag, 3id 
hffighL aW 4JBDmli £14.993 
W Coir CTI IV Sdr. Dhmodd 
BheL ipom vata. aba, airbag, 
pai. oAAnX. bwb 4, obc. cdL edm. 
unci, alloy wheek, IDOOmb 

--£14.750 

97P Caff IM. Sdr. Dtenaad 
Black, pfeuertng. airbag, eeunal 
Inckbrg. 5 rpecd gearbox. 
imuateOw. lOOSOmla .£11,995 
97F Fete UGL Sdr. Dragon 
Groan, pa. iAn£ cte. edm. ate. 
cdl, 3rd b/UgR ate. 10.160mll 

-£11*50 

MM Cuff GL Aten Eteu. IrnSan 

Red. bearer vdOM. aba, pat. 
eriAocd. eteindowi >4, c/d/m. 
central locking, laut. raoi mla. 

l5.4D0mla-£10.995 

MM Cuff CL 5dr 95Mod. Mync 
Blue. pas. e/tart, rara alibaga, ate. 

e»x4. tdL uma. 34,400ml, 

-£10495 

WMCaff LSCLEMUC-Mtetone 
Blue, l al h raci ie Mm. p temriag . 

rAr. Hnj Hit feSDOlc ^l**"* 1 lOOf 

rail. 26JHhula _£9.993 

Many Mam AnteJbla 


VOLVO 

AUTHORISED 


VOLVO 


0171 737 7133 
0171 730 2131 


VOLVO 

AUTHORISED 


VO LVO 

Approved Us 1 :<3 Car:r 



Templars 

FREEPHONE: 0300 319163 


VOLVO 


asO ESTATE I 


w hbuihgomhoebt omb 

DP BDT3 GIT WIDEST C2HB 

np MBCOMreBTCeaercir taw 

MP MTOOUISEHEflESI COX 


V70 


DP mm CD WIDEST 
DP TnUWSEMiraST 
DP VTIIJtWSfWIDEST 

dp vm 

DP mUTSEAUTOBT 


V/40*S40 


n> vaucDMiro 
DP MUMtedltei 
DP HQUBAUID 
DP MOUSE 

dp Musnate 


Tamplins 

ot Twickenham 

C.'jli Fro* 

0800 614258 


VOLVO 



ESTATES 


m 


Tamplins Croydon 
NATIONWIDE DEUVERV 

0181 689 2020 


VOLKSWAGEN 


VOLVO VOLVO VOLVO 


Tiwrwndous savings on new 
FLHD 1998 fractals. 
n spacMcaDcra uppled. 
Ptaase cal lor a my vay 
compsuova qtxnabon 
Orders non- taken tar Volvo ^T-. 
01773 47 02 08 F« 4717 .7 

LEASE RNANCE SCHEMES 
AVAILABLE. PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME. 


NEWS *poct wiut'SOs 
KNOW!toot MONET SHDPTWO 
talk .-nilpnlt 


“Will things 
have 
changed 
by the time 
I turn 
the page?” 

The thna atxuM dm b, fz mm m 
lor ta®. Bid UmOx. te onokable 
rtomatwn and Hemet sennea, 
teayshaG Die tod Sky News wwate 
news, swn and busnat stones 
Irani jrnnd Ihe aaxta end uxbtes 
Them teund the chxk as they 
happen With means that jm ere 
Maitamcdateray bin. 

Try LtacOae hm) the 


U'i wliai vou want lo know 



... 

1 

s 

V 




iig 


ra.. 

■ 


IHS 1 


Aj 


Volkswagen 

Dovercourt. 


BATTERSEA 


GOU En wt 5 Dm Oagondwi 8.0B6ffies. Aftys. SR tenSaB 
GDUCMKQLO lJ.»U{LSafaSDB.S.Wlnles.PmtkBl 
9MMI2Ba. aa. DQonGnwiff Wntoflbt 
etU WHCHLME. S Don OamttBxl 18.009 At 
DBS. A/C. Sunni tB&o 

GQUiEtiMIRSBSMItJDaUiSDiSbs.UJBOsfeS.A'C.Searti'.Sfem 
HXffiti IWCOUMCOKfft SBok RsBUUUSW, 900 Dies 
MSSMUaEmUnSmStaLlfiflOteB. 10»ff 
GOLF Gfl S OUR ttte (Mb £09 n*s. BBS I*#. f» 
aw CWSOft ps»n fcm BUI 2U0D I*s 
PQU)lfl.3Daa.UeaijRa. CJCanfc 
HWlja. son. tab fat njBMn. I huff, F» 

gafZfla&afcta&.rtaiwsjBBBiteAtteH 


| ST. JOHNS WOOD 


•S WORMS 

W Sl^2J>SLA<D.O«»nl5.ttnfc.WS5tt 
» SUHimwCLItaorf^dREtnLBSaUte 

SEP POLOIflCLWDBactlSS 
it? paDi 4 a,wufcflfae,iaLSdHa 
SIP fODWCLMiftSiHiia 
9« awGBiBiMwuawauauiiSiB: 
m fiafGTT.SBiotiiraaBte.Aiia: 

SIP GOfliO.Bplcant.'a.MSa 
BP GIWffAHTG«BS,»ifc,6K rate Rail tel 


w’taii SKva?xaoso. asTT-iirt iDaoi. til- a>r, va sw rffix 
jj-Mjt.'Oe.'o W052 bs.l-cj.t-:’. til c+ti m -:-x 



IBBBB 













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































50 UNIT TRUST PRICES 


THE TIMES SATURDAY NOV EMBER 291997 



COT OtfHIYfWBS 
Bin MB IBIS 

IMtMb BBC S3 B94 TS * 411 1M 

IncaamAte OSIB <29703 *<377 

Rad hi he 1S« 1X73 + OSS 057 

FbedUAo: 76463 S5K * US 


CITY tWHOM. UIMGRS LTD 
0171 MB BK® 

Batten W '3810 

BtoBa-Teeb 3919 

hnauH 21BJ9 ; 

Ctt Fla (tsas BUI 

CUT Rortl BU7 

FimHMbo asst ; 

tatter VHd Gift 11745 

3bJHb 8039 


* l» Cl 12 

- D17 
<115 DC 

* 009 035 

- 077 006 

* OV 165 

- 087 

- 033 36G 


an CF UMJO* UHITST MGRSLTD 
0171 711 (7771 Burnt 01Z7722730D 
Enomltahh «« SHI 




gr» 



m 


BLUCST 1 K FtUMCS irriBRS LTD 
Bin SO 3300 

MGfflfalkE 10050 10090 

ScbMOhbW; 5940 E1I9 

BflJTAHNW FUC MSB LID 
0141 223 6020 

MKEdGnan 174 79 18207 

to Actra 20076 71537 

tote On 10061 188.141 

ttabsYM# tt9C 6971 

JtaHfcanGhtac 13156 13704 

EonpoiCKM 18568 19341 

-do- Strain 19965 19755 

UndPlnibx 5780 6000 

-do- Acta 6030 6288 

USincCttc IK* 17(65 

FtelcGmi 11168 11631 

UfGewd#. 11767 12757 

-do-Atom # 12959 13499 

JOT 3935 4039 

SBlRmUM # 1070) 110801 

BUDHAGE WfT 75T UCkFT LTD 
0771 4007716 

Sol Mm CM 6605 EBBS 

QS UHT HNMf2H5 LID 
mol tar Soto 

Emn 20910 220.10 

UCEmO) 75430 26770 

IVfam 176.90 188301 


CANADA LffE MGUT (UK) LTD 
01707 8201® 

Cataital aico 

to Bone Dtl 14820 

-ce-tara wood 


27760 - 280 123 
iSOOt - 120 122 
530Q0r - 370 IS 


Gd 5 Fra us 

«07 




GneftlKC 

T1010 

Ml 10 

- 360 

UI 

tod 

146/0 

19590 

+ ore 

5* 


222® 

238® 



fin® Aroenc*. 


33&2D 



Fotol 


31140 



UktoteCtr. 

2S2M 

2BW 

- 210 

10/ 


10800 

11510 

- 840 

056 

jattraa Cao»rfli 

2935 


- 1>6 


HpAtaeone 

25110 

276 7D 

- 2(0 

167 


CAH3.-CUW WHO UT MGMT LTD 
0161 >317433 Era 0101 >31 7433 Oh 0101831 745S 
AmoB&Gcn 078X0 29478 - |<jn 

f*untc 11440 12160 - 060 ail 

£2icfCal(4-11 11048 11750 * 290 lit 

End 65470 69650 - 180 1 90 

unlBMI 56620 591 SO - ICO 430 

«uo ws - sn 4 n 

MjSn 4979 5290 - ] 44 

SS^ati ■ 14DTOO 1460X0) -looo i to 
S tem 176000 10400 -1200 ITU 

Solsis 15190 IBUO - 040 156 

177800 I831W1 -II00 186 


CAZBIOVE WT TRUST MOW LTD 

K?-Swo i«g «»" i« 

SSSS5 £« || - « 

^ 49021 15 

SSSUSSSr 1KM 13159 - 203 0» 

ft****’ 10833 1153 »JS W 

B 4 « 6852 + OC 5.14 

SHTcL SW *W - 037 1® 

CS-CHURCH tf fflGWW RW5 

Ett2? lB1S 89833 MM ♦** “• 

tatHf* mm 77 nj ?l 5 t i&t 

5, 1 *" «£ *» * 10 a* 

“Sts* m* «* -i« ■■ 


CLERCAL UEDCAL UT INKS LTD 
0345772 2® 

totaMi 969? imil 

- 838 


DrtrtitoMb 

(are 

wm 

+ 014 

1(5 

tewgm 

118/6 

1I70O 

- on 

319 

rife Accra 

16628 

l>V» 

- a® 

319 

Era tan he 

28» 

30® 

+ 007 

are 

Era tan Ace 

®I9 

34X4 

+ 007 

sre 

EuogtnGmm 

77® 

925? 

- 871 

012 

EwflWB 

04.16 

*H 

- 818 


tocsite 

l?<(9 

1B40 

- 827 

237 

toft Gran 

3256 

04 64 

- 101 


PnbrnCMtv 

7716 

81(5 

- are 

157 

MStntahe 

(897 

43251 

- 01 ] 

143 

-to Acton 

4410 

4667 

- 815 

143 

Rraarahef 

®n 

3500 

+ a* 

50? 

Bmasa 

5JJJ 

5734 

+ a« 

249 

IKSOtaraa 

64® 

08 74 

- 0*0 

057 

COLOHAL UUTTRU5I5 (UK) LID 


> 

*8348880® 

BSned 

mi 

8240 

- 8*9 

163 

CMS 

®55 

10057 

- 085 

IM 

northern 

55® 

57 WT 

4 809 

$51 

lap so 

69.49 

72® 

- a» 

202 


230 05 

22924 

+ 304 

*01 

4985 

51® 

+ 83 

509 

57 71 

ai: 

+ 004 

745 

5500 

57(3 

♦ (LS 

6/8 

1686? 

167® 

- 014 

5® 

92U 

95X6 

- 80S 

264 

51(0 

■ 516/ 

- 048 

1 ® 

61(1 

6*18 

- 09 

158 

116 ® 

12185 

- 218 

231 

16874 

16029 

- 293 

231 

20/8 

74155 

+ 20 / 

161 

*25519 

2BS5 

- 2X1 

OH 

«D 

99 73 

- Ita 

806 

7i 16 

7413 


$93 

an re 

9056 

- 289 


29780 

010 # 

- an 


sre 

984 

- as? 

08? 

77(5 

an 

- 048 

832 


CONHSm. IMM TRUST MGRS LTD 
01 818380818 

FREWHE POflIHlSXFPT FUNDS) 
bemha 

Etartrk* 22005 22924 4 

UqCI 4985 5109 < 

UrttrircflK 5771 S3 17 - 


Maud fins 

H 9 >YUd 

UngedFml 

IRtoftFuttS 

Safer Cm 

Aeon 

(ft&Gaota 
-do-Aeon 
UtGlHti 
nsnuuid GnMr 
Empeto* 
hr Eaton Oil 
Glotatad 
Own toft 
Hrtifaa&fc 
OBUGna 
MDAMdc Bonn 


DcpMFand 3221 8221 + 009 6 V 

HtBVntaFita 9700 10320 - 036 209 

feta Feed 18750 178 CD - 1C 177 

OMSSTWr UMT 1ST M6KT CO LTD 
mn<or59e6 

CmatmUI 4037 4259 -f (23? 0« 

COOK! HENRY) HORnDS LTD 
0800S9SS8 

Cafe 19050 202801 - IK 227 

Kant 8450 9050 - \ «5 105 

EmpButeOl 9021 S363 - 163 031 

MOW) 20120 21620 +270 144 

BMPFWSWRJSUTUOISITD 

01713839494 

bpADH 115160 1170007 .. 303 

CHS® SU6SE HV RH (UK) LTD 
D1277 680370 

Efehh 79.78 HE? - 104 037 

MtOoMU 11850 12810 - 040 1 16 

bete m 32210 342601 - 180 AS 

totem# 99060 94740 - 520 405 

Sixteen ?PJn 24700 - 150 074 

to Accra 29010 30860 - 230 074 

UBPttMu 11280 12000 -OW 1H 

HgnhcPon • 9590 HB.ID - 060 4 09 

DMaeoiAL tst un ltd 

01714701834 

GMbISvCk 175580 I77S20 + 370 058 

IRSndCrB 230050 240150 + 410 205 

DSCRETXMARY IHTHJIOUSRS 
0171 3778019 

OKU MX 25770t - IS 

DRESDCH ROC FUOS (UQ LTD 

DotfBrOI 71956 7354 CIM KrifesDSOD 317573 

FamaniBUT 

AobSb4ICos 1X200 20420 - a 10 

AAnMi 10600 197501 - 170 030 

BaStnem 10750 111607 + BIO 680 

Rugs* 219 <0 23330 - 100 050 

Envoi PH 11700 12510 - 050 2.90 

Eaqsa SseW 1S7-9Q 1(790 + 180 


0015*7 

12710 

13(001 

♦ 030 

600 

Hotal&pftnc 

rasa 

ram 

- ire 

1 ® 

HftYi<*1 

18890 

ream 

- I® 

4/0 


rare 

moo 

-1200 


JVhaaSoaaN 

127® 

IS 10 

-io?o 

617 

MvrtteM 

10231 

10231 

+ 008 

toft 4 ranra 

13580 

14440 

* 050 



15610 

16610 

- I® 

1 ® 

Soft Onto 

68(2 

70(9 

- 0X3 

360 

rtitomaCB&i 

M 2 ® 

(IS® 

- 6 ® 

J« 

UCErwr Graft 

a« 

8334 

+ 014 

1 10 

IK tan be 

09960 

40160 

- 370 

1 ® 

Beta. Id 

11270 

10110 ) 


1 ® 

Wt Dene 

242® 

2S780 

- 4J0 

310 


360X0 

398® 

- 1® 

890 

08X4 

3157 

- 861 

b/0 

ream 

83010 

- no 

28U 

74M 

77(4 

+ 8® 

860 

6411 

67(3 

- 121 


7514 

7868 

- 12 


385.70 

j(PK) 

+ 1X0 

0® 

3187 

41 74 

- 858 

4H 

14830 

turn 

+ 800 

/« 

192J0 

20180 

- IX 


98118 

102X0 

- 060 

150 

77270 

801® 

- 6H 

080 

ram 

1C40 

- D60 

4X0 

309 10 


+ 0® 

1® 

no 

M86 

+ 004 

iM 

rare 

IB® 

- 290 

ore 

7 MGRS LID 



2446 

2599 

♦ 017 

5J9 

ire® 

127 30 

- 0 to 

1(6 

166® 

17730 

- ire 

IK 

7J0D 

7754 

+ 0X2 


67.11 

7130 

- 0® 

1.® 

3*230 

3M» 

- 2® 

0® 

aa® 

226/01 

- in 

3/5 

41530 

44130 

- 050 

823 

11450 


- 1® 

201 

0530 

37(1 

+ 200 


9532 

mi 

+ on 

ore 

65 71 

ffl<21 

- 856 


25(0 

27201 

+ 014 

862 

14700 

IB 70 

- (X 


0(8X0 

261® 

- 260 

1 15 

032*0 

04810 

-10® 


sure 

MO 

- 1® 

853 


*71**1004 

ire® 

I 8 S /0 


0 ® 



ICE® 

1/680 

- 

0 ® 


Eidou 

171® 

1 B 6 W 

- 

ox 

OX 

EqtarhCrt* # 

IM® 

12 /®t 

- 

IX 

400 

Eeraoeai Gun® 

466® 

495X 

- 

1U0 

on 


4/610 

44410 

■ft 

250 

on 

torn* Graft 

10270 

108® 



OH 

GftetdBaraf 

7106 

7104 

4 

031 

(HI 

mu ana* 

163® 

1717* 

- 

1 X 0 

040 

J*an Gromr 

120X0 

107® 

- 

6(0 


jfun Unta 

B09 

NS 

- 

595 



2SS5 

0802 

— 

(7b 


ITiduie 

■67® 

ire® 

- 

1 ® 

2 ® 


373* 

MX 

— 

J(0 

100 


127 *0 

IX® 

- 

1 ® 

1SJ 


116® 

I!!** 

- 

no 

1 ® 

Sated teugn 

91 B 

90'.5 

" 

056 

1 ® 


EsntBd 

Eon 

GUalEDHB 

H/Vl-t 
Life taigas 
mAh* (Mi 


UK BAs CMS 

IK safe 

IKMpTiddd 

UKMm-Cip 

'XERfeDs 


0345 090526 

CotbUHb# 

Bdefefc* 

Dsfetassf 

bapan 

And 

amiJitr 

It# fid/ 


MjdQwinn 

Pat* 

WhglilK 

Tifes 

IK Safes Coi 
nwSsCoi 
Mi Ana 
WteiBfe 


ELY PLAff 1061MGRS LTD 

Oin 2420242 

BUhnOg: 12339 13141 - 013 098 

CrownAa J1I43 33147 *517 421 

ham 62170 66563 - >04 652 

BOURAMCE RJHO MWT LTD 
0171J73 7261 

Entnafd 2C30 257® + 3 70 1X33 

EDUTABLE DMT TRUST MGRS LTD 
012984314M 


Ewpon 

BMEdTd 

FsEhsm 

MAhan 

WChoWfeJ 

UCM 

hiSiAhalaa 
PlfCH 
Safe* Cos 
SpeewSB 
WKInlfi - 


I® 46 1152? 

5159 55® 

215 63 22698 

165(0 171711 

K0« ® 13 

135 IB 14229 
1«77 t«6® 

17028 17924 

7321 77® 

8937 9107 

22876 238 59 


BETEH FLHD UAMGERS LTD 
01382 412144 

CAMBofe 1260 134367 - PS? 

Fdoife t5B sa 6015 - a>7 aa 

Hfehcaae* CO 45«8I * ai2 1099 

NntdCnri 4951 5334 - 041 

ZnAfeoa 48® 6U3 *8(0 

EMMY MESTmT MGUT LIU 

01273 734 570 

FidfeAeald 11430 121507 - 0® 214 

UMMCthhB 33050 364.701 - 2W 2J6 

TCITY KVESTMWSFHVS LID 
Cdhn Pfefe Oats 0800414 161 
Cfetod 

Cos tod 108® 100® 6® 

Bad AMI 

HIBaM 26.79 26741 + 002 547 

Snfegfctac 2952 3084| - 8 03 5 49 


EnpHnOppS 

QaOtdto 

IKCrnfe 

CmnDlIx 

MFEP 

AnGpocSB 

Japn 

msgedkri 

fe|WdB»B 


3866 3217 

164 70 17520 

59® 6137 

3705 3792 

»£0 3201 

an 18 427907 

21910 23360 

1712 1637 

7M8Q 302® 
10JJC 10980 
3704 Jt B 
147® 157® 

21340 27700 

57® 6064 

5721 6067 

151 30 16830 

413® 438® 

7374 MX 
88 74 73® 
147® 157 ia 

652-70 93860 


- 014 4® 

- I® 158 

- OB 177 

- 834 2® 


&COM FriOS 

CM Actual IASs 12228 12226 ♦ 012 6 ® 

FiaMG HWATE RH MGMT LTD 
0171814 27® 

BOM# 15870 16040 + 120 172 

FhknMkcf 107.10 100007 - 030 505 

CjpPfefe 18340 Ml® - 8 ® 

6 enal 0 na 19® 760901 + 240 IS 

Grrifeke 4404 45331 - 034 122 

PUririPMUh 07® 54310 ♦ 120 079 

nHB» & C0UHAL UWT MBT 
DC 01277680386 AtmV* 0127 6 ® 350 
iriWCd 16330 17150 + HID 

Ito h mo e 27® 2117 - 0® 97l 

mSnriCv, 1119 1208 - 004 

ISSofesCr. 51170 54550 + Q.40 


FHMUCTM UK MSHT LTD 
An 0171330 86® Drift* 0MST75511 


ABMantoA 

-6a- fc Qtffl 

CwSrferQa 
-fe-Aenn 
EriMB 
-ri-los 
Con am Ob 

jlfeAccM 

CmoOd 

-<h-MCBn 


101® 10710 

torn isra 

ran mn 

3022C 

015® 442.40 

619® SM75 
5178 HU 
H 44 7116 

to® IS® 
338 ® 35960 

8192 88 15 

6240 6867 

id® in® 
191® 337.70 

*» >4 487® 


- 0 ® . 

- 890 
-M® 
-14® ... 

* 420 1 2& 
+ b« 126 

- 024 1® 

- OS 103 
+ 810 5® 

♦ 030 5® 
+ 0® 054 
+ 091 054 

- 3U Offl 

- 1® 040 

- 4.C0 1® 


-OB-Aram 

Fndl 

-do- <cen 

GhToa 

4+ Acton 

HofeFmthe 

<»-Acn» 

neons Orife 

-do- Acran 
MOM 
-do-4cm 
XVBh&Goi 
■ do-Acorn 
■AriAit * 

-do-Aeon# 
ItariMFUhe 
-do-Aeon 
Joan tend / 

-dfr-Acan# 
Rccdrar 
-da-Aeon 
®&d«n 
-do-Aeon 


7WS 80270 
-3 70 240181 

341® 557 JUt 

6316 65121 

104® 107®l 

279® 29M»1 

nV0 29/®7 
29950 278101 

432.40 dtaaoi 
442 m 470501 
no® 22.4D1 
m® i30® 
IH50 13200 
230® 244701 

23920 2MS0I 
1370 13S5D 

142® 15010 

6270 66 -Bf 

7506 88467 

30510 336 90 

j(DX 1fe-0 
7363 n® 
JUS 8664 


- 770 3 99 

* ma an 
.810 OH 
+ 001 704 

* aio 70S 

- iio .. 
-510 

- 1® 354 

- 2® 157 

- 460 

- 5 ® 

- 170 

- 3® 

- 210 398 

- 220 398 

- I® 131 

- 1® 111 

- 057 ttr 

- am 517 

- 160 

- 300 

- 094 1 71 

- 105 179 


mens manxnuMr trusts 
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Film and entertainment memorabilia , from 
the suits worn in the James Bond films to 
plastic Star Wars toys, are a relatively new 
market for the fine art houses, but are being 
tipped as a good investment with big prices 
already achieved. Clare Stewart reports 


for big bucks 

T 1 RMJEQ EhllLUI&lktUmTrn 


Y ours for just ESJXX). one 
dinner jacket (circa 1971. 
decorative lapels, silk linedj.' 
one owner. Also available, one blue 
pinstripe suit, also from early 1970s 
and on offer at £4,500 to £6.500. 

You might be forgiven for think¬ 
ing sifdi prices are just a little on 
the high side, given that most 1970s 
suits are more likely to raise 
sniggers and a price tag in single 
figures at the average jumble sale. 

One four-letter ward makes all 
the difference. Bond ... James 
Bond. Both the tuxedo and suit 
were made for Sean Connery in 
Diamonds are Forever, and as 
highlights of a forthcoming sale of 
film collectibles at Christie's are 
likely to turn Bond buffs weak at 
' the knees. 

Film and entertainment memo¬ 
rabilia are a relatively new market 
in auction house terms bur one 
where diverse and sometimes bi¬ 
zarre items can command impres¬ 
sive prices. Film posters, signed 
photographs, costumes, props, face 
masks from horror movies — alm¬ 
ost anything it seems that has been 
worn, sat on, touched or associated 
with a film star or successful 
production can become collectible. 

Film and television-related items 
can also appreciate rapidly, especi¬ 
ally when linked to box-office hits. 
Some of the ordinary Star Wars 
merchandise, for example, churned 
out when the film was launched ten 
years ago, is now fetching over £100 
in salerooms. The film and enter¬ 
tainment market is not driven by 
investors looking to top up their 
retirement incomes, but bycoilec- 
tors who are keen, if not fanatical, 
in their pursuit of items whether 
related to Star Trek, Gone With 
The Wind-or Marilyn Monroe. 

Signal pictures, autographs or 
letters from stars, have been collect- ■ 
ed for years but it is a market that 
at auction, says Ted Owen from 


mm 


Bonhams, is particularly buoyant 
at present At a sale in early 
November, for example, a signed 
photo of Marilyn Monroe fetched 
£2,800, he said. 

It is not just the importance of the 
star that determines price, he 
added, but how inclined they are or 
were to sign autographs. 'Hie 
signature of actors such as Clint 
Eastwood or Paul Newman, not 
known to oblige fans eagerly, are 
therefore in demand. Items signed 
by the cast of Coronation Street are 
not 

For would-be collectors, signed 
memorabilia can be a way into the 
market that does not involve spend¬ 
ing thousands of pounds. Among 
items for sale at Christie's on 
December 11. for example, is a coll¬ 
ection of publicity photographs of 
stars associated with Ealing Stud¬ 
ios. including Margaret Lockwood, 
Michael Redgrave and Diana 
Rigg. The estimate is £150-£250. 

A signed photo of Laurel and 
Hardy is estimated at £250-000, 
while a set of letters and photos of 
Hollywood stars such as Grace 
Kelly. Ava Gardner and Clark 
Gable is estimated at £400-£500. 
Film posters are also very sought- 
after, whether vintage examples 
from the 1920s and 30s or from 
more recent films, particularly if in 
good condition. Sotheby’s has now 
added a specialist film poster sale 
in response to growing demand 
from UK and European collectors. 
At the last sale in September, a 
larger poster for Casablanca 
fetched almost £50,000, breaking 
UK records, while a small window 
card to advertise The Maltese 
Falcon made £5^00. 

In March at its next sale, 
Sotheby’s is expecting big interest 
in a group of German film posters 
from' the ,1920s. “People collect 
because of a fascination with films, 
not for investment," said Miles 
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Of all the posters in all the world, Casablanca's topped the lot, while 
James Bond's tux and unexterminated Daleks fetch thousands 


Barton, Sotheby's film specialist 
“Things do go in trends. Fdr 
example, the market for western 
film posters was at its peak two 
years ago in the US and has waned 
since. But generally It is. a fairly 
new market so things that make a 
good price tend to retain it" 

For would-be collectors auction 


houses provide a good range of 
items in sales which may be purely 
film and entertainment items, or 
may span related areas such as 
rock and pop memorabilia. 

.. Smaller auction houses may also 
include film items among - sales of 
so-called collectibles, a broad cate¬ 
gory which can cover a wide range 


of objects from odd gadgets to beer 
bottles. 

There are also specialist dealers, 
while regional antiques fairs and 
events, such as the NEC Antiques 
for Everyone Fairs in Birmingham 
next year may also provide a good 
hunting ground. 

in spite of the marketing and 
merchandising hype that sur¬ 
rounds many big films, the big film 
studios and production companies 
do not sell off props and costumes 
to eager fans, oltnough there are 
very occasional charity sales in the 
US. Most of the film items that 
come on the market arrive via 
people who have worked on a 
particular film set. 

Nor do television companies 
have sales. Many of the costumes, 
props and sets used in current BBC 
series, for example!, are hired or re¬ 
used for other programmes, al¬ 
though there have been one or two 
sales in the past selling costumes as 
well as items from Dr Who. These 
are currently very collectible, said 
Mr Owen, who recently sold a 
Dalek at auction for £4,500. Whole 


and mask (horns missing). As worn 
in the film Legend. yours for just 
£4.000 to £6.000. 

A large egg used in Alien in 1986 
could set you back £800 to £1,000. 
while a replica Robacop costume is 
estimated at £2,000-£3,000. There 
are also costumes and props from 
Beaman. Superman and Star Wars 
together with items from more 
recent films such as Event Horizon. 
Braveheart and Air Force One. 


H ow much contemporary 
film posters and market¬ 
ing material will be worth 
in the future is uncertain, although 
items related to the most successful 
productions may be worth keeping, 
say the experts. 

General awareness of the value 
of such items has increased. “You 
can almost see people in cinema 
lobbies wonderi ng what to ask for," 
says Sarah Hodgson at Christie’s. 
“Much more is being saved, so film 
pasters, for example, may not be as 
valuable in the future." 

Rarity and condition, as in any 
collectors' item, is the thing to look 
for in film memorabilia. As advice 
to a novice collector. Miles Barton 
at Sotheby's said: “It is worth 
saving up to buy decent things such 
as film posters from the 1920s to 
50s." He also highlights areas such 
as 1960s posters, particularly those 
for spy films of the era. 

True cinema devotees will have 
to dig a little deeper, however, if 
they want to secure what is billed as 
the star attraction of Christie's sale 
next month: a previously unseen 
documentary film about the child¬ 
hood and early Ufe of Charlie 
Chaplin. The black and white film, 
made in 192S, is expected to fetch 
more than' £10.000. 


and entire Daleks are particularly 
rare as many were broken up. 

Fan dubs are another source of 
memorabilia, both current and his¬ 
toric. The James Bond Fan Club, 
which has about 5,000 members, 
sells merchandise and collectors' 
items and organises conventions 
for fans. Current Bondabilia is 
worth collecting, say film spedal- 
ists, though Sean Connery remains 
more desirable than Messrs Bros- 
nan, Dalton and Moore. 

Christie's sale on December 11 
has a wide range of Bond-related 
items. Apart from Sean Connery's 
dinner jacket, the selection runs to 
leatherette bikinis worn in 
Octopussy (E750-E950) and a lifcsize 
cardboard cut-out of Sean Connery 
(£400-£600). 

When it comes to fixing price tags 
to certain of the film collectables, 
beauty is clearly in the eye of the 
collector. Among the oddities ex¬ 
pected to interest collectors at 
Christie's sale is a Satan costume, 
which includes “knee-high hoof 
boots in imitation fur," an “over¬ 
sized codpiece," a gold lurex cape 


CONTACTS 


Christie’s: December 11. Film and 
entertainment sale (0171-581 7611). 
Bonhams: February' 18. Rock, pop 
and entertainment sale (0171 393 
3900). 

Sotheby's: March 25. Him memo¬ 
rabilia and poster sale (0171-493 
80S0). 

N EC Antiques for Everyone Fairs 
(01297 443355). 

James Bond Fan Gob: (Q14S3 
756007). 

Collectors' Film Conventions: 
(0171-736 S51I). 
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Morgan Grenfell 

Managed Portfolio Fund. 
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.— information on rate changes. 

You can open a Sterling International Gross Account for as little as £500, so why not 
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quoting reference T2911. 


Fax: +44(0) 1481 715722 


Ftease send mo mens 
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The Morgan Grenfell Managed Portfolio Fund gii-cs 
you the opportunity to gain access to world stock 
markets through investments in Morgan Grenfell's 
extensive range of unit trusts and offshore funds. It is 
available through a PEP* enabling you to take all profits 
tax-free. For in vestments of £10,000 or more, you can 
take advantage of the special service offered by the new 
Managed Portfolio Premier Investment Account which 
features a quarterly personal reporting package. 



MORGAN GRENFELL 
ASSET MANAGEMENT 




■The fund has consistently outperformed the sector 
average over l year, 2 years, 3 years, 4 years, 5 years, 

6 vears, 7 years and 8 years as well as since its launch 
on 27 March !989f, 

*You should be mare that the goremmem announced in 
die July 7997 budget ihai from April 6 1999. the tax credit 
on income nur nu longer be reclaimed in a PEP and that 
other tax benefits min 1 change inch ihe planned introduction 
of a new Individual Savings Account. 


0800 282465 
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Gartmore ? 


Tokyo’s elusive turning point 




“I’m going to zoom around the 
pH ‘Jm world on a PEP." 

“I’m planning on a world tour. Who 
knows where I’ll actually end up. 
Preferring to run out of road before 
y cash, I've invested in the Gartmore 

Global PEP. I can spread my 
investment across a wide range of UK 
and international funds and can 
switch between them, free 
of charge, whenever I want to. 

' There's a low initial charge of 

just 3% and there’s no 
charge if 1 withdraw 
some of my cash or if 1 
^ dose my Plan. If 1 want 
to, I can even transfer my 
other PEPs to Gartmore. 

That’s why I chose Gartmore. 

They alone seem to 
understand that my life ' 
doesn’t revolve around 
my investments. They 
make sure it's the other 
way round." 




The Gartmore Global PEP. 

Call your financial adviser or call Gartmore free on 0800 731 3513- 
E-mail: helpline@gartmore.com Website: www.iii.co.uk/gartmore 


In (be July 19V 7 Budget h was announced dut tax credits will no longer be redabiuble in a PEP Grom bib April 1999. Other ax benefits may change with tbe 
planned introduction of a new Individual Savings Account.You must read itaeTerms and Conditions before investing.The value of investments and the income 
from them may go down as well as up and you may not get back the amount invested.Telephone calls may be recorded. Issued and Approved by Gartmore 
Investment Limited. Ganmorr's authorised unit trusts are managed by Gartmore Fund Managers Limited. Both companies ate regulated by 1MRO and the 
Personal Investment Authority and are members of the NaxWcst and Gartmore Marketing Group. Gartmore House. I6d8 Monument Street London ECAR 8AJ. 


T wenty four years on. it is hard to 

recapture die gloom.'that once 
engulfed the London stock mar¬ 
ket An economic and takeover boom 
under the 1970 Tory government helped 
prices of shares and cornmerda] proper¬ 
ty to reach heady peaks in the spring of 
J972. Then ii all went horribly wrong. 
Interest rales rose, sterling got into 
trouble and the economy was already 
suffering from inflation and a credit 
squeeze by the time oQ prices doubled 
and trebled at the end of 1973. 

A collapse in commercial property 
values sank a new breed of banks that 
had financed die development boom. 
Confidence evaporated from' other 
smaller banks and the Bank of England 
had to organise a lifeboat. Even 
NatWesi was thought to be on the brink. 
Companies' equity was transparently 
cheap, if they stayed in business. A 
Labour government had Little sympa¬ 
thy. As tumbling values hit the security 
of loans, pension funds and endowment 
policies, no one could be sure who would 
go bust next. Rumours that a top 
company would collapse were finally 
realised as the new year of 1975 dawned. 
Burmah OB. which borrowed heavily 
against its stake in BP, had to be saved 
by the Bank of England buying its 
holding at a bargain price. 

By the end of the first week of January 
1975. the old FT Industrials 30 share 
index had lost more than 70 per cent of 
its value in May 1972. And share values 
did not break consistently into new 
higher ground until 1981. Meanwhile, 
some investors made an awful lot of 
money. The tide turned when a cartel of 
insurers bought simultaneously. Within 
weeks, the index doubled. 

The unselective despair felt at that 
time may be hard to recapture. But ir is 
easy enough to imagine. Just look at‘ 



Tokyo today. Tbe question is whether 
similar profits are to be made by buying. 

History rarely repeats exactly. It is 
eight years since rising domestic interest 
rates pricked Japan’s asset price bubble. 
The Nikkei share index tumbled 60 per 
cent between New Year 1990 and the 
summer of 1992. But there was no once- 
for-ail bounce. Doom became a way of 
life as the economy stalled in recession. 
Twice more, most recently tilts month, 
the Nikkei relapsed to a low of about 
15,000, only to rebound anaemically, 
like a tennis ball thar has lost its bounce. 

In 1995. the yen grew painfully strong 
under American pressure before interest 
rates were cut to levels that are painfully 
low for savers. This year, the Govern¬ 
ment’s foolishly premature attempt to 
restore state finances has wrecked the 
nascent recovery. Uncertainty among 
consumers and investors is now making 
things worse amid a tide of collapses 
typical of the late stages of recession, 
when any hope of saving a company’s 
finances have gone. Financial stocks are 
dirt cheap as going concerns, but not if 
they go bust Who can be sure there will 
not be another Yamaichi? 

The twin case for buying Japanese 


shares is that the Government has now ** 
seen tbe need to support the financial 
system with cash and that even fans of 
the Tokyo stock market are gloomy. 
Mercury Asset Management for in- 
stance, though proud of the relative 
performance of its Japanese unit trusts. 

Is nor yet trying to drag in the crowds. 

There are. as ever, good reasons for 
continued pessimism. The economy is 
aiming down again as loss of confidence 
at home combines with the troubles of 
East Asian customers. Car orders are 
terrible. European and American inves¬ 
tors face other hazards- Japanese busi¬ 
ness may need a further 1015 per cent 
devaluation, eating up any gains in yen 
share prices. And many companies are 
hard to rale because profits are not •, 
consolidated, making the index appear 
to trade at 50 times earnings. 

F und managers have also become 
more sophisticated since 1975. 
Shell and Cadbury were never 
likely to have gone bust whatever 
happened to the UK economy. So 
investors have kept faith with a Tokyo 
“nifty fifty" whose profits have kep; 
growing and whose share ratings, on a 
consolidated basis, are comparable with 
peers in New York or London. These are 
mostly multinational groups such as 
Sony,. Fuji Photo. Canon or Hitachi 
(somewhat less the motor-related issues 
such as Toyota or Bridgestone) whose 
management and culture is geared to 
global competition, plus quality domes¬ 
tic groups with strong brand growth or 
technology. 

Such stocks are not so cheap but offer 
the best way to back Japan's future. 
Investors with the nerve to buy finan¬ 
cials or smaller companies might make 
spectacular gains, bur may end men¬ 
tioned in dispatches as gallant fallers. 


S ome good news for sav¬ 
ers tills week as Nat¬ 
ional Savings increased 
its rates for the third time 
since the base rate increase at 
the beginning of May. Rates 
on accounts have been in¬ 
creased by up to 05 per cent. 
For instance, on the ordinary 
instant access account, rates 
from the beginning of Decem¬ 
ber will now be 2 per cent for 
balances of between £1 and 
£499. Those with balances of 
greater than £499 wfl] earn 3 
per cent on their savings. 

National Savings has also 
increased the rate on its. 
monthly income product by 
025 per cent from January 8 
next year. Amounts of less than 
£25.000 wfll earn 7 per cent per 
annum gross, and amounts of 
more titan £25,000 will earn 
725 per cent. As part of the 
review of rates. National Sav¬ 
ings is adding two tiers on its 
investment account Savings of 
more than £50,000 will now 
earn 65 per cent interest on the 
investment account 
Rates on the Treasurer’s 
account have also been in¬ 
creased by 025 per cent 


National Savings 
provides small 
comfort for savers 


Savings of between £10,000 
and £24.999 will earn 6 per 
cent interest Savings of be¬ 
tween £25.000 and £99.999 
mil earn 625 per cent While 
savings in excess of £100.000 
will earn 65 per cent The rate 
rises come into effect from 
December IL 

Until recently. National 
Savings bad faded to keep 
pace with interest rate 
changes. However, with the 
further increase in base rates 
to 725 per cent National 
Savings was unlikely to at¬ 
tract the extra £2.4 billion 
needed far (he organisation to 
reach the funding target set by 
the Government at the begin¬ 
ning of the tax year. 

In the first six months, it 
managed to attract net new 


money of only £613 million. 
However, this week the Gov¬ 
ernment revealed that it had 
cut its target to £2 billion. 

Cheltenham & Gloucester 
also increased its savings 
rates this week. The interest 
on its instant access account 
will now be 725 per cent 
gross. The CSG Direct 30 will 
. now pay 7.3 per cent on the top 
tier of1100,000 or more. The 
annual rate on the C&G 90- 
. day account moves to 725 per 
cent for savings of more than 
£100.000. The C&G London 
account pays bJS per cent 
gross. 

The interest rates pn Naf- 
ional Savings prbdods areset^ 
according to the amobniof 
money the Government needs 
to sendee the public , sector 


borrowing requirement 
(PSBR)- When the PSBR is 
high, rates on National Sav¬ 
ings products need to be high 
to attract a lot of money. 
When the PSBR is lower, 
need not be as high. 

Unlike building society in¬ 
terest rates, which are linked 
to the base rate, the rates 
offered by National Savings 
wiD also rise and fall in line 
with the yields on gfl hedged 
securities. Gilt yields are not 
' directly linked to base rates. 
National Savings rates may . 
remain low despite the fact ^ 
that base rates have risen by a 
total of 125 per cent over the 
past six months. 

Charles Levett-Scrivener, 
Towry Law, said that be did 
not think the National Sav¬ 
ings products were particular¬ 
ly attractive. He said: ^You 
can get better rates for lower 
balances on other products." 

Abbey National also in¬ 
creased its rates last week, on 
many of its accomfts rate rises 
-.were between 025 per cent 
‘ and 03 per cent 

: Caroline Merrell 
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Ibe Index-Tracking PEP 


NO FIXED 
COSTS FOR , 
regular 

INVESTMENTS 


QNLY 2 %. 
’J iwmAi 
^CHARGE 


ONLY 0.3% 

ANNUAL 

MANAGEMENT; 

CHARGE- 


NO EXIT 
CHARGES 

I"**--,. 

NO 

ANCILLARY 
CHARGES 




PEP 


r-h 


with no 



charges 


ROYAL & 


y^SUNALUANCE 

Instead of charging you up to 1% 
every year like some PEPs, the Rose Tracker 
offers one of the lowest annual manage¬ 
ment fees on the market at just 03%. 

It’s rhe latest offer from Invest On-line, 
the direct investment arm of one of 
the UK’s leading insurance companies. 
Royal & Sun Alliance. 

Unlike some index trackers, the Rose 
Tracker PEP spreads your investment over 
the whole FTSE All-Share Index, nor just 
the top 100, so reducing the risks. 

You can start investing in the Rose 
Tracker PEP either as a regular saver from 
as litrlc as £50 each monrh or with a 
lump sum of £1000 or more. 

Even if you already haw a PEP it is 
very easy to transfer your funds to the 
Rose Tracker PEP. 

For your free guide to investing in 
the Rose Tracker PEP, and full written 
terms and conditions, cj]| free now on 
0500 100 333 or clip the coupon below. 
Our friendly and knowledgeable staff 
will be happy to answer any questions 
you may have. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT 

THE ROSE TRACKER PEP CALL FREE ON \f/ lllVOSt 

0500 100333 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK Sam-IO™ f 


Invest On-line. FREEPOST 3479, Reading, Berkshire RG10 9ZZ. 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms.Forename.Surname...-.-........ 

Address...-.———.-.-. 

...Postcode.Telephone.Date of Birth_..j..„... UL 

1 would like more information about: 1.Regular savings QJ JLLump sum investment Q 3.Transferring my c.sisring PEP Q 


. Tbe Legal & General Bank 

You any have seen that Legal & General has 
recently launched its own hank, which enables us 
to offer you a unique opportunity to cam an attractive 
rate of interest until your PEP sum in April 1996. 

Quire simply, apply today and your full 1998 
PEP allowance wtU cost you £5.850 instead of 
£6.000 .That's because vow money vein be invested 
with Legal Sc General Bank until April of next year, 
earning interest equivalent to at least 8% pja. gross. 
That wifi give you a fixed return of £150 by 6th 
April 1998 to make up your full PEP allowance. 


ISO 

initial PEP charges 

0 . 5 % 

annual PEP charge 

SO 

PEP withdrawal fee 


Offer closes 15 th December 1997 
This offer can only be hdd open for a limited 
time. So in order to secure this outstanding offer 
then we must receive your applications by no later 
than Monday I Mb December 1997. 

Or your money back 
The return is guaranteed if you take out a 
Legal & General PEP in April, but you are under no 
obligation whatsoever to purchase one. If you wish 
you can simply request return of your investment 
In wtilch case iou wdl receive a 
generous £115 in interest equivalent 
to Mi gross p.a. even if you don't 
take up tbe offrt 

Proven Performance 
The Legal & General UK Index-Tracking PEP 
continue to be the best value AH-Shore Index- 
Tracking PEP In the UK. Had you Invested £6,000 
with us at launch It would now be worth HU.494“ 
.And of course u still offers uoe of the lowest annual 
management charges of any PER with no initial 
ch arges and no w ithdrawal fee 

Why not find out more? Call us now on ' 
0500 11 60 22.ur return the coupon opposite. 

Alternatively, you can contact us now at 
http://www.legal--jndixnetaLcu.idc 


Earn a GUARANTEED 




towards 
next year’s PEP 

(that's the equivalent of at least 8% gross p.a.) 


1992 






Find out mare notv —phone free 0500 11 66 22 
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Ti l. No Wnrk 


II you already have a PEP Iw w acm. please tick here □ 


Legal&X 

Irenera! 


awcuuusny. you can ranun us now at | w — — -oa oww w -n^. ^ .« — .. — ^ „ ..... . 
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T here are many riveting sights 

in The Full Monty, the tale of 
unemployed .Sheffield steel 
workers who take up stripping. But 
I was transfixed by the short fully- 
dad scene where the young boy 
takes out £100 from his National 
Savings Ordinary account as a 
loan tor his indigent father. For a 
moment my thoughts drifted from 
a saga of men regaining'their self 
respect to the story of. a savings 
institution which was losing its 
way. 

A £100 balance in the Ordinary 
Account is earning a stingy 130 per 
cent This may be one reason why 
the child felt the money would be 
better spent on the skimpy cos¬ 
tumes for his father's act On 
Moiiday, the rate will rise to 2 per 
cent Although this is an increase of 
one third, the account will continue 
to be uncompetitive. Even at the 
usually less man generous Halifax, 





the boy could earn 5 per cent while 
the Britannia First Savers account 
offers 7 per cent 
'The Ordinary Account chan ge jj 
one of a number of improvements 
announced this week by National 
Savings in an attempt to arrest file 
decline in its business. At the same 
time, the organisation disclosed 
that it will now need to contribute 
just £2 billion to the Exchequer in 
1997-98, instead of £3 billion. This 
is an admission of its failure to 
offer schemes that the public finds 


attractive. While Premium Bonds 
continue to appeal to the nation's 
fondness for a flutter, there is less 
interest in tile fixed-rate bonds and 
certificates; despite our predilec¬ 
tion for gambling, we are reluctant 
to take a five-year view on interest 
rates. A regular savings scheme 
with instant, access and good 
returns for small monthly contri¬ 
butions would be an excellent 
addition to the range. But perhaps 
this would be too popular? 

National Savings, which has £62 


billion of our money in its care is 
ultimately controlled by the Chan¬ 
cellor. If he truly wishes us to bec¬ 
ome thriftier, he should ensure that 
this part of his empire puts cm a 
better show. 

Long-term Brown 

BESIDES desiring that we should 
all save more. Gordon Brown 
wants us to become “long-term- 
ists". In view of this, we presume 
arrangements will be put in place 
allowing those with Peps to trans¬ 
fer as much as possible of this cash 
into the new individual savings ac¬ 
counts. Although some in govern¬ 
ment circles would like to believe 
every Pep investor is a plutocrat, 
the reality is rather different Mil¬ 
lions are saving in Peps to repay 
mortgages and to supplement pen- 
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A fter a period of'post¬ 
general election uncer¬ 
tainly, the low-cost 
fixed-rate mortgage is making 
a comeback. A series of inter¬ 
est rate rises by the Bank of 
England shortly after Labour 
came to power on May 1 
looked like putting an end to 
some of the spectacular fixed- 
rate deals on offer to homebuy- 
era. with many experts predict¬ 
ing lending rates would cont¬ 
inue to rise. 

However, with the future for 
interest rates looking a little 
more stable now than just a 
few' months ago, a renewed 
confidence has entered the fix¬ 
ed-rate mortgage market and 
lenders are putting their necks 
on the block by introducing an 
array of low-cost deals. 

According to MoneyFacts, 
the financial statistics agency, 
house buyers wanting to fix 
their mortgage repayments for 
five years can get a market¬ 
leading rate of 5.99 per cent, 
pegged until February 1.2003. 
with Northern Rock, assum¬ 
ing the amount borrowed is no 
more than 75 per cent of the 
value of the house. 

For people with a smaller 
deposit. Nonhem Rock is 
offering its five-year fix for 


Home loans temptation 
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Fixed-rate market is hotting up, says John Givens 


loans up to 95 per cent at 6.99 
per cent, although Coventry 
Building Society can offer the 
same deal at 63 per cent fixed 
until March 31,2003. Borrow¬ 
ers looking for short-term fees 
can also benefit from the fierce 
competition in the market. 

Scarborough Building Soci¬ 
ety is offering rates as law as 
1.69 per cent fixed until Janu¬ 
ary 1.-1999. while Northern 
Rock heads the two-year 
league table with a rate of 3.99 
per cent, pegged until. Febru¬ 
ary ], 2000, fen* loans up to 75 
per cent of the property value. 

Although the one and Jwo- 
year fiscal-rate markets are’ 
popular, Sally Laker, general 
manager of Mortgage Intelli¬ 
gence, a home loans broker., 
says it i$ the medium-term 
five-year market that is cap¬ 
turing the imagination of 
house buyers. She said: “The 
five-year fixed-rate market has 
been very competitive in the 
last few weeks, with a range of 
attractive deals on offer. I 
think some lenders are finding 
themselves holding surplus 
mortgage funds which they 


want to sell off before the end 
of the year and are coming to 
the-market, with deals that 
people cannot resist" 

With the variable mortgage 
rate standing at about 8.7 per 
cent with most lenders — some 
have not yet passed on the 
Bank of England's quarter- 
point rise on November 6 — it 
is easy to see why lower rates 
feed for a full 60 months are 
proving so popular 

L ouise Pendleton of Bris¬ 
tol & West, which has a 
five-year mortgage fixed 
at 6.75 per cent for loans up to 
90 per cent of value, says 
interest in medium-term fees 
is strong. “It is a good time to 
buy a five-year feed-rate deal 
and this is certainly where we 
are seeing most action at the 
moment" . 

However, it is not just the 
rates that are attracting people 
intake out medium-term fixes. 
Another important consider¬ 
ation is the likelihood that 
Britain will opt for European 
economic and monetary union 
after Chancellor Gordon 


Brawn's self-imposed five-year 
stand-off from the rest of the 
Continent comes to an end. 

When Britain does come 
into line with its European 
neighbours it will mean UK 
interest rates will have to fall 
to the son of levels seen in 
countries like France, Germ¬ 
any. Holland and Belgium, 
where base rates are currently 
about 33 per cent. 

With mortgage rates linked 
to base rates, the size of 
monthly repayments could fall 
in the early years of the new 
millennium. 

Because of this many bor¬ 
rowers are looking to fix for 
the medium term in the hope 


that when their money saving 
deal comes to an end they are 
exposed to a market where the 
standard variable rate is much 
lower than it is now. 

This means borrowers get 
the double benefit of a low-cost 
fixed mortgage now and even 
lower repayments when the 
fixed-rate period ends. 

Fixed-rate deals can come at 
a cost that many people don’t 
consider at the outset, with 
redemption penalties usually 
being charged if the mortgage 
holder changes or moves to a 
new lender within a specified 
timescale. This is typically six 
months of interest calculated 
at the standard variable rate, 
which on an average £60.000 
mortgage would currently 
mean a penalty of about 
£2300. 
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Bes rate paddon hosed on annual interest raw compared wfth all other onshore 12 month Hxed Raw Deposit Savinas Bonds. Source: Moneyfam 
as at 27/11/97. The Bond to a smelly limited esue and may bo withdrawn at any time without notice. No additional departs during the BfctiiM of 
the Band, no wrthdnwak or dofcropNinfctad during the twin of the Band. Mcnn wil be caladated net of inane tan, presently 20* {which may 
be radahnad by norvtaxpoyenl. or subject io (he requrod registration gnw. Hot kgatetion Is subject lo Chang* The Bond a open to pairnamm UK 
leddem only Open i ng a Bond ll lidljifi to ew. and idenUfiution is required. Term -13 months Iran date opened, interest it calculated to day 
prior to maturity: Full term and con di tions asued an roquon and on opening the Bond. Telephone calls may bo monitored of recorded Prudential 
Banking pic b registered in England and Wales. Registered Office 142 Hoibom Bars, London EC IN 2NH. Registered Number 2999B42. 
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; JAYESH MANEK, who achieved Templeton Growth Fund in 1954, 

I uie remarkable feat of turning a ®”' en 11 ^ support In June 
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who came first 
launches his first UK fund 


Even those who have only small deposits are catered for in today's home loans market 
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^1'm now renfing out two properties 
thanks to Mortgage Intelligence! 


With property prices rising, and growing demand for rental 
accommodation, buying property to let is a sound investment 
Mortgage Intelligence, Britain’s largest group of mortgage 
brokets, have teamed up with a major lender to offer an exclusive 
■BuytoLeT mortgage: 

Borrow up to 80% of the property value 
gf Buy any numberof properties, upto £500,000 
gf Lending based onthe potential renMinrome rather than your 
peisonal income 

& Preferential terms for large loans 

For full details.cafl free, anytime on: 

0500 - 10 - 10-33 : 
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A winning investor 

Jayesh Manek won THE SUNDAY TIMES Fantasy Fund 
Manager Competitions, not just once - but twice, 
beating thousands of contestants including many 
professional fund managers. He walked off with 
nearly a quarter of a million pounds in prize money. 

Since then Jayesh Manek has been preparing for an 
even bigger event, the launch of the Manek Growth 
Fund, a new unit trust 

Invest alongside Sir John Templeton 

Jayesh's share picking ability has already attracted the 
attention of Sir John Templeton, the legendary 
investment guru who established the Templeton 
Growth Fund in 1954. 

In July 1995 Sir John asked Jayesh to manage £5m of 
his personal funds. He added a further £5m in June last 
year. On 31 October 1997 this portfolio was worth 
over £13m and will be transferred into the new Fund. 

The Manek Growth Fund and PEP 

The Fund is an Authorised Unit Trust and fully 
PEPable, designed to make Jayesh Manek's investment 
skills available directly to all investors. It will target 
outstanding growth opportunities principally through 
investment in UK equities. It is intended that the Fund 
will not invest in unquoted companies. 


The Manager is Manek Investment Management 
Limited. Its Chairman is Stanislas Yassukovich CBE, 
a former Deputy Chairman of the London Stock 
Exchange and currently Chairman of EASDAQ. The 
Hon Crispin Money-Coutts, Head of International 
Private Banking, Coutts & Co is a non-executive 
director. The Royal Bank of Scotland pic are the 
Trustees of the Fund. 

Launch offer to close 16 December 

The 3 week offer period ends on 16 December 1997. 
A 1 % launch discount will apply to lump sum invest¬ 
ments including PEPs during this period. The minimum 
investment is £1,000. 

Become a founder investor in this exerting new Fund. 
For a launch brochure complete the coupon below or 
telephone 0171 615 7070 or call free on: 

0800 783 6060 

You too could become a winning investor. 







Manek 

investments 


a winning way with investment 
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To: Investor Services. Manek Investment Management Limited, PO Box 17071, London EC3V 9NA. Tel: 0171 615 7070. 

Please send me further information on Manek Growth Fund □ Manek Growth PEP Qj PEP Transfer 

Print Name (Mr/Mrs/AAs)___ _ ___ 

Address----———..... A 

-.---Postcode---_TO 911 A S 

investments m the Manek Growth Fund should be made only on die basts o< the xheme particulars and Ley tonnes documents whtch may be obiamrt hom Manek investment Management JgBrm 

Limited. PO Boat 17071. London EC3V 9NA Please remember that the value ot an Investment m a unit trust and the Income from It may go down as well as up n may be aliened by exrtunce 

rate variations, and you may not get bach the amount Invested. Current to levels and neiiels may change and their value wB depend on yom individual orainiuances The Government has' AyCCS 

announced that hum 6 April 1999 the income taxoedrtwillno longer be redalmabte ki a PEP Other lax benetts may change with the plained introduction ol indivdiiai £*«,« Accounts 

at that bme. Fast pertwmance is not necessity a guide io iulure performance. Manek investment Management Limited b restated by IMRO and the Personal investment Xitbontv 


, worth £I2i is Tom Whitela w> of Beajsden in Scotland 
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Are you in need of a 
little protection? 


S tock markets showed their dark 
side last month knocking £1 billion 
off the value of investments held in 
peps and more than £10 billion from 
funds held in unit trusts, it was revealed 
this week. Although in the UK there was 
no repetition of the crash that hit 
investors in October 1987. general market 
instability was enough to devalue Pep 
holdings from £35.8 billion to £34S 
billion and push unit trust investments 
down from £1628 billion to £152.7 billion. 

Before you become too depressed, 
though, it is worth bearing in mind that 
both Peps and unit trusts are still weQ 
ahead of their level 12 months ago (£23£ 
billion and £128.9 billion respectively) 
and that the stock market is still reckoned 
to be the best place for growing your 
money over the long term. 

However, there is no doubt that the 
going is getting tougher. With fears that 
economic meltdown in the Far East could 
lead to a general downturn in world stock 
markets investors could be wise to 
consider a change in strategy. 

One result of this sea change is likely to 
be the growing popularity of so-called 
protected funds. These limit the amount 
of losses that investors can sustain in 
falling stock markets, a useful trait if the 
former Asian “tigers" export their reces¬ 
sion to the West 

Around a dozen unit trusts currently 
offer investors this kind of protection by 
promising to limit losses to between zero 
and 5 per cent over a given period, such 
as three, six or 12 months. A common 
approach is to protect 95 per cent of 
investors* capital over three months. At 
the beginning of each quarter a new floor 
price is set below which the fund will not 
fall, no matter what happens to the 


Instability of global 
markets highlights the 
advantages of securing 
a financial safety net, 
says Gavin Lumsden 


markets. This enables investors to lode in 
gains that could otherwise be swepr away 
in a crash. 

For example, if markets fell 15 per cent 
in a quarter, the most that an investor in 
the above hind could lose is 5 per cent 
However, some funds use the precipice 
approach. If markets fail to rise or fail 
slightly the fund will automatically 
default to a 5 per cent loss. 

Nevertheless, protected funds can be a 
useful stepping stone for first-time inves¬ 
tors who are used to the security of a 
buOding society. However, more experi¬ 
enced investors can also benefit by 
protecting the gains they achieved in 
more bullish markets. 

Fund managers achieve this protection 
in two ways. The first does not involve 
buying shares at alL which might seem 
strange far a stock market investment 
Funds such as the top-perforuiing Prolific 
Objective Limited Risk Equity and Govett 
UK Safeguard will put up to 95 per cent of 
your money in cash or fixed-interest 
vehicles where they are safe and earn 
interest The rest is spent on o ptions linked 
to indices, such as the FTSE 100, which 
provide exposure to stock market growth 
without buying the underlying stocks. 


Alternatively, fund managers do buy 
shares and will then buy a put another 
form of derivative, to provide protection 
against a fall in markets. Funds such as 
Govett UK Equity Safeguard (note the 
difference) and NatWest Safeguard take 
this approach, which enables the funds to 
be put into the tax-free shelter of a Pep. 

All tius protection comes at a price. 
Most of these funds do not yield a 
dividend (except Prolific Objective), even 
though they are invested in shares that 
da Reinvesting dividends constitutes a 
third of the total return you can expect 
from the stock market over the long term. 
On top of this, protected funds are 
relatively expensive, charging around 5.5 
per cent initial and 125 per cent annual 
management fees. 

Although the locking in of gains offsets 
these expenses to a certain extent, even 
the managers of successful protected 
hinds admit they only provide 80-90 per 
cent of total stock market returns. Over 
the long term this could have a detrimen¬ 
tal effect, but on a shorter time scale could 
be less significant 

The Close UK Escalator 95 unit trust 
has been a good example of the advan¬ 
tage of locking in over the past three 
years. While the FTSE 100 has fallen 42 
per cent and the average UK unit trust 
has slipped by'l per cent the Close fund 
has contained losses by rising a slight 03 
per cent Over one year it has turned 
£1.000 into £1211-93, not bad considering 
the FTSE 100 bull run would have added 
only £70 more. The Prolific fund did even 
better, returning £1237.08. 

For further information contact Prolif¬ 
ic Objective on 0171-280 3700; Close Fund 
Management on 0800 268824; ADB 
Govett Unit Trusts on 0845 300 9090. 



) tr l>on> (Of GKM nanu IW UL mqMm B, M« UvMr (( M 


We’ve founded 
a powerful new 
global investment 
force with one 
major objective 


The Dresdner Bank Group has brought together 
RCM Capital Management, and the institutional asset 
management business of Kleinwort Benson investment 
Management and Thornton to form a powerful new global 
investment management business - Dresdner RCM Global 
Investors. This major presence in the inves&nent market 
has been created to give you strong performance and 
enhanced access to a full range of global, regional and 
country investment capabilities and asset allocation 
expertise. 

If you are looking for a firm with a premier culture 
and heritage in asset management and a superior 
performance record, then please telephone 0800 317 $73. 


O Dresdner RCivi Giobai Investors 
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Customer loyalty is being tested to the feJl^ says Susan Emmett 









T he launch of the Virgin 
One bank account in the 
new year will show how 
many people are willing to 
turn their backs on the high 
street banks, although dissat¬ 
isfaction with the traditional, 
banks is already causing thou¬ 
sands to switch accounts. 

• Once upon a time, the 
British were more likely to 
divorce than tochange banks. 
A relationship with a .bank, 
manager was a life-long com¬ 
mitment. But higher expecta¬ 
tions of standards of service 
have changed the way account 
holders approach their banks, 
and .increasing competition 
means that disgruntled cus¬ 
tomers are spoilt for choice. - .- 
' Richard Branson's Virgin 
One. which works as a joint 
flexible mortgage and bank 
account, has been billed as one 
of tire most innovative on the 
market Thousands of Virgin 
Direct customers have ex¬ 
pressed an interest in opening 
a Virgin One account since its 
launch earlier this month. 
Many more are expected to 
join in the new year when the 
account opens to the general 
public. 

Customers move their ac¬ 
counts for a variety of reasons. 
Some grow so irritated by the 
closure of their branch that 
they opt for a telephone bank¬ 
ing service, such as First 
Direct a division of the Mid¬ 
land. One NatWest customer 
switched to First Direct when 
NatV^est dosed her two 
nearest branches. She said: 
“When my account was bans- - 
ferred to a third branch, I 
found the service wanting. 
When an institution stops 
being the friendly bank 
around the comer, you may as 
well go to a telephone banking 
service. I*m delighted with 
First Direct.” 

D espite the ferocious 
competition from tele¬ 
phone-based services, 
the traditional banks are still 
picking up disaffected custom¬ 
ers from each other. This year 
more than 130,000 people 
opened an account with First 
Direct, some 150,000 joined 
the Halifax, and Barclays says 
it has had an “outstanding 
year”, attracting around one 
million new customers. 

The other high street names 
are reticent to disdose figures 
they describe as “financially 
sensitive information” per¬ 
haps because they lag behind 
their competitors. 

All banks go to great lengths 
to advertise the simplicity of 
moving your account, offering 
various incentives. Barclays, 
for example, gives new cus¬ 
tomers five £2 vouchers to be 
spent ar the cinema, while 
First Direct has mailing list 
campaigns offering new cus¬ 
tomers £15. 

Most banks say your new 
account will be ready within a 
month if all goes well, al¬ 
though the Halifax says that 
two months is more realistic. 
Whatever the delay, changing 
your current account requires 
a lot more effort than filling in 
a form and signing on the 
dotted line and many people 
are put off by the paperwork. 
According to a survey by 
Which? some 35 per cent -of 
people thinking of moving 
banks believe the process is 
too complicated, while 31 per 
cent admitted that they could 
not be bothered. 

Barclays and the Halifax 
are the fastest when it comes to 
sending out bank cards and 
chequebooks. It takes the Hali¬ 
fax two to three days and 
Barclays less than five days. 

Payments from a salary or a 
pension, have to be trans¬ 
ferred. Direct debits - and 
standing orders wifi need 
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Direct route can pay 

/r etting to the bank was a problem for 23-year-old Jodi 
vJT Comofsky until she moved to telephone banking with 
First Direct As evertts manager at the Connaught Rooms, 
the dinner and banqueting halls in London, she is in 
charge of organising functions — from small board 
meetings to dinner dances for more than400 people (Susan 
Emmett writes). 

Working long and irregular hours meant that Jodi could 
never spare the time to visit her local branch of Barclays 
Bank. It only took two months in her first job before she 
decided to move away from the bank where she had held 
her student account “It was too much hassle. I could not 
get to tiie bank and get anything done,” she said. “I work 
really long hours and it*5 just easier to do telephone 
banking It means I can collapse when I get home at 9 
o'clock at night and pay the bills, which are always waiting 
for me. Ifsjust a lot more convenient” 

Jodi had no direct debits or standing orders to transfer so 
most of the paperwork was done over the phone. The only 
bother was informing her employer of her new bank details 
and waiting for her next salary to be paid into her new 
account. But according to Jodi it was worth h. “In this 
industry, yon might have to work the weekend and get a day 
off daring the week but the last thingyou want to do on;your ; 
day off is go down to the bank to sort things out” die'said. 


changing and: any organis- 
ation or person who has ever 
paid into your account wQl 
have to be contacted. 

NatWest says it will make 
all the direct debit changes 
and set up new standing 
orders within two days. But as 
most of these changes involve 
a third parly, it wm take a lot 
longer before you can say 
goodbye to your old bank. But 
the speed with which you can 
dose your old acoount can 
often depend on how much 
notice your employer requires 
to transfer your salary. You 
might have to wait a month to 
transfer your salary, in which 
case moving your acoount can 
take a lot longer. 

However long it takes, most 
banks advise new customers 
not to dose their old accounts 
until the teething problems are 
over. Having two accounts can 
be confusing, so planning 
ahead and keeping trade of 
payment changes and the 
balances is imperative. 


The amount of hdp you get 
will depend on your new bank. 
TSBand Barclays will actually 
make all the transfers them¬ 
selves. Most banks, however; 
will issue new customers with 
an information pack contain¬ 
ing details of what to do and 
who to contact 

Both Lloyds and First Direct 
offer a free overdraft facility of 
£250 during the period of 
transition. Some banks have 
also promised to pay for then- 
mistakes. Midlands and the 
Cooperative Bank pay their 
customers £10 for a mistake, 
and they do happen. The Co¬ 
op makes, on average, 600 
mistakes a month. 

Other incentives offered by 
banks indude discounts on 
their-pther products. Midland 
offers a 2 per cent discount on 
personal loans within the first 
six months, and the Halifax 
will give new customers a £30 
cashback on buildings 
insurance. 

Building societies, such as' 


.Nati(Hiw3de...hope to attract 
new current acoo u nt custom¬ 
ers with .better interest rates. 
Even, acc oun ts. under. £2,000 
■ earn 125 per cent interest per 
month, on average I peat- cent 
' higher, than, inqst curre nt 
accounts.L - 

Airy bank will teE you how 
niudi it values customers. 
77 Barclays prideSritsdf on spot- 
jfog cu^omers who Jock as 
-though they might leave and 
; persuading them to change 
'. their minds:. it has a 10 per 
cent success rate, but the Bank 
still loses 8 per cent of its 

' customers a year, half of those 

- through death..... 

Pauline;Hesketh, new ais- 
tcxrter managerxt First Direct, 
. emphasises.: that moving 
banks to get better service fa 
worth ‘the temporary: inconve¬ 
nience. “Many people think 

- moving banks is a scary thing. 
There is a fear of transfer. But 
if yiou are not getting die 
semce you want, then move. If 
you take control and do it all at 
your own pace there should 
not be a problem.” 

Those prepared to move 
often go from one of the 
market leaders to another. 
First Direct may have broken 
the merry-go-round by poach¬ 
ing customers off Barclays, 
Lloyds, NatWest and Mid¬ 
land. but despite the increase 
in competition on the high 
street die public are still 
reluctant to switch. 

As a result most people stick 
to die big four, even though 
the Which? survey revealed 
that they were the most dissat¬ 
isfied customers. Common 
complaints indude imperson¬ 
al service, inadequate facili¬ 
ties, high charges and poor 
interest rates. Those who do 
move go elsewhere because of 
problems they have had with a 
bank rather than because they 
can get a better deal. 

Brian Capon, of the British 
Bankers Association. sahL- 
“People are more prep are d to 
move nowadays than they 
used to be. Customers are 
more aware. But often they 
will only change because they 
are particularly unhappy 
about something." 


MOVING TIPS 


■ Salary or pension. Ask 
your employer how long it 
takes to change payments to 
your new account. Give diem 
your new details but allow 
plenty of time for alterations to 
be made. It could take a 
minimum of a month to make 
these changes. 

■ standing orders and dir¬ 
ect debits. Make sure you 
have-eqough funds in your 
new'account when transfer¬ 
ring standing orders and dir¬ 
ect debits. Remember it may 
take a while for your salary to 
be paid into your new account. 
You will need to contact all the 
companies who you pay by 
direct debit and fjive them 
your new baiikdefajls. 

■ It is advisable to cancel your 
old standing orders before 
passing on thedetails of all the 
people or organisations you 
are paying in thi&way to your 
new bank This will hdp you 
to make sure that paymeni is 
not made twice. 

■ Take control. Banks do 
help new customers to move 
from another bank, but it is 
best to check both your ac¬ 
counts regularly to see wheth¬ 
er your instructions are being 
carried out and payments are 
going through correctly. Do 
not rely on the bank entirely. 
The sooner a mistake is spot¬ 
ted the easier it is to put right 

For farther information^ ring 
for- a free British Banters 
Association Fadsheet on 0171 
216 8801 


Gan you be 
sure of up to 

76 % 

» gross pa 

if you want to be sure of seeing a safe return on 
your savings, no matter what happens to the base 
rate, the ScjvingsLme Personal Term Deposit is 
definitely worth looking at. 




£2,500-£49,999 : 

7-4** 

£50,006-£250,bQO 

76% m 


By investing £2,500' or more for 12 months, you 
can expect an interest rate that automatically stops 
up wim the base rate, and never falls below your 
Initial starting rate even if the base rate folk. 




CALL 


every base 
rate increase 
guaranteed 
in full? 

What's more, our attractive rate of 7.35% gross 
pa includes o 1% bonus, which you receive if your 
investment is left untouched for the foil term. 

However, should you wont .to 'withdraw your 
money, you can do so .without notice. *You are 
entitled, to Iwo free withdrawals during the term, 
requested by post, however the 1% bonus 
included in the interest rates is only applicable if 
no withdrawals are made. 

For a Term Deposit that means no more shopping 
around, for the most attractive rates, call us on 
0345 88 77 55 any day of the week from 8am to 
8pm. Then, sit back and watch your savings going 
up and up and up. 

0345887755 
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END YOUR PENSION 
SEARCH WITH OUR 
TRIPLE A+, FIVE STAR PLAN 
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Percentage Growth 



Nov 93 


Nov 94 


Nov 95 


Nov 96 


Nov 97 


The above graph shows the percentage growth on a bki/bid basis erf - 'The Equhahle FtUcun Pension Fund between November 1992 and November 1997 


It’s easy to be confused by the competing claims of personal 
pension plan providers. That’s why you should take a look at 
the accolades given to The Equitable’s before parting with a 
penny of your earnings. 

GREAT RECOMMENDATIONS 

In a recent survey of regular 
contribution unit-linked personal 
pbUdlOQS^. The Equitable’s plan was awarded 
the highest possible rating of A+A+A+ for its low 
charges. No other company received the maximum 

ag¬ 
in plain English that means more of your money is invested 
rather than spent on costly commission to third parties and 
administration. 

*FPR - Unit-linked Pension SurvefcSeptember 1997 


after five years with which to buy their retirement income. That's 33 
per cent more than the worst performer in the survey. The payout 
on 3 November 1997, would have been £17,676. 


£17.441 




Equitable 

Life 


Average 

Fund 


Worst 

Fund 


A* 
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Yet another survey, of best buys, by the 
^ authoritative industry journal Money 
Management in October gave The Equitable’s 
monthly contribution personal pension a five star 
rating - the highest possible. 

To be given a five star award a company’s plan must meet 
demanding targets on charges and investment performance, lb 
receive the award more than 50 per cent of our unit-linked 
funds over five and ten years had to have above average 
performance while our charges had to be below average. 

GREAT INVESTMENT 
PERFORMANCE 

As well as showing that 72 per cent of our funds were above 
average performers over five and ten years, the same Money 
Management survey spelt out in pounds in your pocket how 
much pension investors received from different companies. 


For example, someone investing £200 per month in our popular 
Mean Pension Fund would have received a payout of £17,441** 


** Actual open market option as at 1 July 1997 
Money Management October 1997 

Since July 1997, pension funds can no longer recover tax credits on 
the dividends from UK equities but they continue to enjoy freedom 
from tax on capital gains and other income. 

Please remember that past performance is no guarantee of future 
performance. 

The price of units and the income from them can go down as well 
as up. 

LOW COSTS MEAN 
LOW CHARGES MEAN 
MORE INVESTED 

How do we do it? Simple, The Equitable has the lowest ratio of 
costs to premium income of any life assurance company in the 
UK***. Which means we can pass on those cost savings to you 
in the form of low, low charges on your plan - so more of your 
money is invested. 

Source:Planned Savings, October 1997 

NO COMMISSION 

Helping to achieve our low costs is our refusal to pay commission 
to third parties for business. A policy we have stuck to since we 
were founded in 1762. 


FAIR AND FLEXIBLE 

A pension is generally a long term investment so, of course, 
things can change. 

In which case we guarantee that if you decide to retire earlier 
than planned we will not penalise you financially like some 
companies. Benefits will be calculated as if that date had been 
chosen at outset. 

If you are an active investor you’ll appreciate that you can 
contribute what you want when you want (providing the low 
minimums are met). And switch between funds either for free 
(one per year) and subsequently at a flat fee of just £10 per 
time. 

INTERESTED? 

So, if you would like to learn more about The Equitable Personal 
Pension Plan, by post and by telephone, return the coupon or call 
(0990) 38 48 58. 

www.equitable.co.uk 


INFORMAnONtVDVlCE WILL DM* BE GIVEN ON EQUITABLE GROUP PRODUCTS 
REGULATED BY THE PERSONAL INVESTMENT AirTHORJTY 
THE EQUITABLE LIFE. FREEPOST WALTON STREET; AiXESBUFSC BUCHNCHAMSHIREHRZI 7HR 


To: The Equitable Life, FREEPOST. Wilton Street, Aylesbury, Bucks HP2I 7BR. 

I would welcome details on The Equitable’s pension plans. 

I am self employed □ 

I am employed and am not digibie to join a company pension scheme □ TMCA7A 


NAME (MoMrsfMiss). 
ADDRESS_ 


■Ibstaxte 


Tel: (Office) 


Tel: (Home ) 


guarantee that no company outside The Equitable and its subsidiaries will receive 
these details. If, however, you would prefer to receive no further information from us, 
please tick this box □ 



The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 


A 




V. 
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Legal & General 
Corporate Bond PEP 
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7.3%*i^v. 
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LOWEST OOST 
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\N.M M MW U>) M) M 
( II \K(.I 


BIGGER CASH PAYMENTS 
FOR ENDOWMENTS! 
CALL FREE 0800 783 0862. 


Find out more now—phone free 050011 66 22 

FRF.F.PHONE Sam TO 8pm W EEKDAYS 9am TO 5pm W EEKENDS PLEASE QfO'lT KEF: S/'DlOc 


For your protection calls will usually be recorded and randomly monitored. 


YES 


-I would like more information about Legal & General 
Corporate Bond PEE Post to: Legal & General (Direct) 
Limited, FREEPOST SWC0467, Cardiff CF1 1 YW. 


Surname (Mr/Mrs/MIss/Ms) 


Forenames 


Once again, we’ve 
delivered unbeatable value, J 
providing the lowest cost i 
diversified Corporate Bond PEP on the 
market with annual management 
charges of only 0.5%, with no initial or 
withdrawal fee. 

So, for a regular, high tax-free 
income on your savings find out more 
about Britain’s best value Income PEP 
today. Just complete and return the 
coupon or call 0500 11 66 22 now. 

Past performance is nut necessarily a guide to future performance. Both capital and income values may go down as well as up and you may not get bade the amount Invested. All comparisons of cost apply 
to PEPs investing wholly In D nil Trusts.Tix assumptions are those currently applicable and arc subject to statutory change.The value of tax relief will depend on your individual circumstances. Full written 
details are available on request. Legal & General (Direct) Limited. Registered in England No. 2702080. Registered Office: Temple Court, 11 Queen Victoria .Street. London EC4N 4TP. Representative only of the 
Legal & General marketing group, members of which are regulated by the Personal Investment Authority and IMRO for the purposes of recommending, advising on and selling Hfe assurance and Investment 
products bearing Legal & Gene ral'sn ame. A member of AUT1F. Investors should be aware that unlike cash in a Deposit Account the capital value of investments in Fixed Interest Trusts is not guaranteed. • 
The gross yield of the Fixed interest Trust was ?.3& (6.8% redemption yield) as at 7 October 1997. In the 1997 Budget the Government announced its intention to launch Individual Savings Accounts flSAs) 
from April 1999 to build upon the experience of PEPs and TESSAs, However, there is no firm indication of what will happen to PEPs when the new account Is launched. 'Source: LGIM {07.10.97). 


Address 


Postcode 


Date of birth 


Tel. No: Home 


Tel. No: Work 


Legal & 
General 


i 

I If you already have a PEP investment, please tick here □. B7DL06 

L * n*phw you “» im t r »urc IMbmalon requested lw simJ utety Nw and ilk-n. *r 1 - 1 . kt <■« ahou. uchcr pnxhKS at »cr v fc g.< offered by the _ 

Lcgd Jk tleneai fitoqi id mtrpink-r (ha oc bdm cnay he o( aMa tu you. IT ini wodd ptrfrr ml tu nxeive thta carefuBjr tdcanl latmlisa. [ toc (ha hoc O I 


FREEPHONE: 0500 408 477 


Corporate Bond PEP 


Legal & General’s low costs provides 
better value and reduces risk 

Legal & General have led the way 
in providing low cost, high performance 
PEPs to our customers. 


Weekend Money asked a 
number of investment ad¬ 
visers to give their views 
on Mr Manek*s new 
fund. Some were very 
enthusiastic, while others 
took a more cautious line 

■ Graham Hooper, invest¬ 
ment director of Chase de 
Vcre Investments 

“I do have a number of 
concerns. What is die finan¬ 
cial back-up behind the 
company? What is the track 
record? It is a great story 
but a bit of a tricky one. He 
has not got a material trade 
record and we world have 
to sit down and talk with 
him before recommending 
this to clients. 

“I really hope that it does 
well, it could shake the City 
up. but irs not the thing for 
a first-timer moving money 
out of a building society.’* 

■ Mark Dampier of Chur¬ 
chill Investments 

“He comes with some great 
credentials, and investment 
advisers cannot ignore it 
But I would like to see the 
whites of his eyes before I 
recommend it A lot of 
people will not buy a fund 
unless it has a five-year 
track record, although I am 
more willing to look at a 
new launch. 

“I’m genuinely interested 
in it and there is no reason 
why he cannot do well, but I 
do wonder what it is that is 
unique abort his stock 
selection-" 

■ John Spiers, chairman 
of BESt Investments 

“I would be a little nervous 
if he has made his money in 
small cap stocks — can he 


happens if he falls under a 

bus? 

“A' i company like 
Schraders can wheel out 
another ten great fund man¬ 
agers, but can this com¬ 
pany? Normally 1 would not 
touch this sort of thing with 
a bargepole, but l am 
impressed fay the connec¬ 
tion with Sir John 
Templeton. The fact that he 
added in more money after 
his first investment makes 
me more comfortable." 

■ Chris Wicks of Kklson 
Impey Scott Lang 

' “It is rather an unfortunate 
time to launch a new fund. 
We are only dome a very 
limited amount of equity 
investment and are advis¬ 
ing clients to sit on cash 
while the market is in - 
turmofl. 

The fact that Sir John 
Templeton has put cash in 
is - a pretty strong endorse¬ 
ment. but we would be very 
selective about recommend¬ 
ing it It shouldn’t be your 
first investment but if you 
have extra funds and you 
want a bit of fun. then why 
not?" 

■ Amanda Davidson of 
Holden Median 

“I think it’s fantastic. People 
love success stories, and if 
he can replicate this for 
private investors, he is 
bound to get a lot of interest 
I world not regard it as a 
core holding but I would 
certainly consider putting a 
bitin. 

“You could invest five bit 
you can afiord to risk—this 
carries a heavy wealth 

- warning — but if you look 
elsewhere in the world, 
where are you going to put 


replicate that with large 
caps? T would want to see 
what sort of resources he 
has to back him up. What 


your nsk money? Look 
what* happening in Japan, 
die Far East and other 
emerging markets." 
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The UK’s biggest buyer p*r> top prices for pofides. ’ —^ 

Your policy muse fee at hast 8 years old and satisfy our >J JirCj 
stfectioa criteria. Z *? 

FAX! 0181 207 4950 


SECURITISED ENDOWMENT CONTRACTS FLC 

SEC Housa. <19 Theobald Sc. Barcfamwood, Here WD6 4RZ. 


Over the years, our determinaton to 
provide outstanding value for money 
has meant that today. Legal & General 
Investment Management has in excess of 
£50 billion under management. 

Now, we are delighted to introduce 
the latest improvement to our PEP 
range - Legal & General’s Corporate 
Bond PEP. 


FOR THE BEST DEALS YET 

SAVINGS OR TO S% 


DISCOUNTS ALSO AVAILABLE ON a 

UNIT TRUSTS • INCOME BONDS - WITH PROFIT BONDS | 
PENSIONS AND LIFE POLICIES 

for ffartkr dnafc of o» beach. of? «n*» «f Prwfacc b^bnmntecMMee 3 

Financial Discounts Direct 

FREEPOST ■ ALTON ■ HANTS ■ GO 34 ' 1 BR . 7 
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Patrick Collinson looks at the man 
behind a much-hyped new fund 


his personal fortune. So happy was 
Sir John with the results Chat a year 
later he added another £5 million. 
Since then the total investment has 
grown to £13 million, all of which 
will go into the new unit trust. 

However, the picture of the small 
high street chemist dispensing share 
tips amid the paracetamol is not 
entirely correct — he admits he has 
not worked behind the counter for 
seven years. The Manek family built 
a chain of eight pharmacies, includ¬ 
ing a site at Charing Cross station in 
London, since bought by Boots. 

In 1990 he was in talks to create a 
new national chain of chemists with 
a view to a stock market flotation. 
Today, even after selling half of his 
pharmacies to Boots and Superdrug, 
Mr Manet’s company still hasa £3.5 
million a year turnover. . . 

“1 started a business from scratch 
over 17 years ago. It gives roe a good 
fed for businesses which. are at 
certain stages in their growth, with 
figures such as cashflow telling me a 
ft*," said Mr Manek, a firm believer 
in company fundamentals, rather 
titan the bigger economic picture. 
“It* pointless trying to time the 
market People spend too much time 
worrying about the market rather 
than individual stocks." 

Investors hoping that Mr Manek 
will match the phenomenal returns 
of his fantasy fund will almosroep* 


1. He admits he 
has taken a lower-risk approach to 
managing Sir John's £10 nuUkmand 
that the target of the new fond will be 
cautiously to outperform' the FTSE. 
“When you take an someone else* 
money, you becomeveiy cautious. 
The principles are the samd but you 
start balancing the risk/reward ratio- 
differently." 

He intends to stay out.of the City 
and will manage the new fund from 
premises in Ruislip- The biggest 
advantage I have is flexibility. I am 
not restricted by parameters, bench¬ 
marks and house views which mean 
many excellent fund managers can¬ 
not act independently.’’ 

H is skill is not about picking 
stocks at rock-bottom prices 
— bottom fishing in stock 
market parlance — but hitching a 
-ride on those which -are: already 
rising. He racks Blacks Lessure, the 
sports retailer, as an example. “You 
could see the transition the company 
was going through with the success 
of First Sport The directors started 
buying when the shares were at GOp. 
Eight weds later they were at 180p. 
They had gone up by three times and 
yet I bought at that point I bought 
some more when they were at 300p. 
They are now about 47pp." His view 
is that if a concept works across 40 
stores, there is no reason why it 


cannot work in-.400,.keeping the 
share price momentum going- 

He admits that running a trust 
with 35-40 stocks will be new terri¬ 
tory, as he has focused on just three 
to four shares in the past and that he 
has no formal tradtrecord. 

But he points to his success as an 
adviser to the India Value invest¬ 
ment trust, which is up 9 per cent 
over the past 18 months in spite of a 
sharp fell in the Bombay market. Jr 
compares well against the 14 per cent 
fall m a rival Indian investmenttrust 
run by Flemings in the same period 

Other rivals point outthai his sac- i 
cess with Sir John's money is I 
matched or bettered fay many other J 
managers. If Sir John had inve st ed 
in a Perpetual trust, ft would also 
have returned £13 million, while the * 
Slater Growth fund would have 
achieved about ElSmQllan. 

Mr Manek is. however, a modest 
man wbo kherws his limitations. He 
admits to his mistakes, such as a 
disastrous purchase of shares in 
Fisons. He paid £5 a shareware! 
bought more even after they had 
fallen to £2.45. His hoped-for take¬ 
over bid appeared — but at on|y 
about £2 a snare. “1 had become too 
attached to the stock. Its per¬ 
formance became a personal thing. 

Pd be much more ruthless now." 


56 WEEKEND MONEY 


Investment prescription: Jayesh Manek says his stock-picking theory was honed behind the pharmacy counter 


I s Jayesh Manek the man from a 
small Ruislip pharmacy who 
beat die City pinstripes hands 
down at their own game? Or is he the 
newcomer without a track record 
inviting people to invest at a time of 
great stock market uncertainty? 

Investors now have the chance to 
take a punt on Mr Manek. who this 
week unvoted his Intro-authorised 
Pe p pa ble unit trust to compete 
against City giants such as 
Schraders and M&G. Such is the 
Manek "buzz" that talk of the trust 
taking £100 milli on—unheard of for 
an unknown company — is gaining 
around. Already more titan 20,000 
investors have requested informa¬ 
tion. But investment advisers, white 
sharing in the excitement, are warn¬ 
ing clients to tread cautiously. 

Hie Manek investment fairytale 
began in 1994 when he entered The 
Sunday Times fantasy investment 
league. He became a stock market 
sensation when his national invest¬ 
ment of £10 million soared to £502 
million. earning him prize money of 
£100.000. Then next year he did it 
again. Against 14.000 other entrants 
after a change in the rules, he turited 
tiie £10 million into £575 millio n. 

The City took notice. Mr Manek 
was chased by headhunters offering 
lucrative salaries to join big institu¬ 
tions. But Mr Manek brushed them 
aside, convinced that the big investor 
atmosphere would crush his flair. 

Then in July 1995 he received an 
offer he could not refuse. He was 
approached by the revered invest¬ 
ment guru Sir John Templeton,-who 
asked him to manage £5 million of 
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C? j^ hn Givens explains why credit unions are becoming so popular today and how they operate 

~ ] Back to basics of mutuality 





B uilding societies and insurance 
companies might well be shed¬ 
ding their mutual colours by the 
shipload but as long as credit unions 
exist the benefits of mutuality will soli 
be on offer to savers and borrowers. 

Credit unions are institutions that go 
back to the very basics of mutual 
status, offering people judged to have a 
common bond the chance to save on a 
regular basis and earn interest rates 
above those they would norraaliy r find 
in the high street, as well as the 
possibility of being able to borrow 
funds on preferential terms. 

About215,000people are members of 
one of the 585 credit unions in Britain 
which hold assets of more than £116 
million. The rapid growth in die indus¬ 
try is partly due to legislation intro¬ 
duced last year which relaxed same of 
the regulations credit unions have to 
work under, although another key rea¬ 
son for fire rising number of unions in 
recent years has been a combination of 
low interest rales paid on savings 
accounts by banks and building societ¬ 
ies and the often punitive rates charged 
by specialist lenders targeting borrow¬ 
ers deemed to be high-risk. 

The law allows any number of 
people to get together and form a credit 


union as long as each member can 
prove he has a common bond with the 
others. For example, working for the 
same company, being a member of the 
same dub or society or even living in 
the same area would be considered 
justification for forming a credit union. 

The UK'S biggest union is made up 
of more than 11.000 employees of 
Strathclyde council, while the largest 
and oldest community-based group is 
also in Scotland, having nearly 5.000 
members all living on the same 
housing estate in Clydebank. 

The minimum number of members 
needed to set up a credit union is 21 
although, according to the Association 
of British Credit Unions, one of the four 
bodies representing file credit union 
movement in the UK, a new group 
should be looking to recruit about 300 
members within five years to give it a 
chance to build up its resources. A one- 
off fee of £510 is payable ar the start to 
the Registry of Friendly Societies, a 
division of the Building Societies 
Commission, which is responsible for 
regulating credit unions. 

In addition, each union pays £25 a 
year to file its accounts with the 
Registry of Friendly Societies and must 
also take out an annual fidelity insur¬ 


ance bond which covers the group ag¬ 
ainst fraud or thefL This is linked to the 
size of the assets and is likely to cost no 
more than £100 in the early years. 

Interest on savers' funds is paid in 
the form of an annual dividend from 
the credit union's profits after costs. 
These are divided among members on 
a pro rata basis on the size of their 
deposit However, it is with borrowing 
where the real benefit of credit unions 
comes to the fore. Many of the people 
who save through credit uniats, partic¬ 
ularly those that are community based, 
are on low incomes and have difficulty 
getting loans or overdrafts through 
banks and building societies. 

T herefore they are often forced to 
turn to the specialist lenders 
which will load the amount of 
interest payable on a loan to reflect the 
belief that they are higher than normal 
risk. In some cases annual rates are as 
much as 160 per cent compared with 
the average rate at leading banks or 
building societies of about 15 per cent. 

As long as a member has been 
saving for at least three months, a 
standard credit union can offer a loan 
of up to £5,000 — or £10.000 for larger 
unions — although it must keep 10 per 


cent of its assets as a reserve. The 
amount a member can borrow is 
normally limited to five times the sum 
saved and cannot exceed 15 per cent of 
the union's ratal assets. 

The decisions on borrowing are 
taken by a committee which is demo¬ 
cratically elected by the members and 
the committee cannot charge interest 
on the funds at more than 1 per cent a 
month, which is equal to an APR of 
12.68 and as competitive as any loan 
you could find from the leading names 
in the high street. 

Although some of the biggest credit 
unions use credit reference agencies to 
check out people applying for loans, 
most do not and base file derision on 
the individual circumstances and in¬ 
tegrity of the member. This means that 
anyone with a patchy financial history 
can still be offered a loan if they can 
convince the committee that they have 
the ability and intention to repay it. 

Anyone getting into arrears is sent a 
series of three reminders. If the problem 
continues they are asked to attend an 
interview with the credit union commit¬ 
tee to discuss the problem. 

Association of British Credit Unions 
(ABCU): 0171582 2626. 
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From a small beginning 


R eddiffe Action Group, 
based in Bristol, is 
hoping to set up its 
own credit union to help to 
encourage people living in 
the city centre community to 
save regularly. 

The action group, which 
wfll became one of 50 new 
credit unions established in 
the UK every year, hope 
that a union wul give resi¬ 
dents a new sense of purpose 
in a conurbation whjd; has 
had its problems in" recent 
years, including drug abuse, 
car theft, violence and 
burglary. 

The group, which has 
eight members already com¬ 


mitted to the credit union 
idea, is expanding the 
Christinas dub principle it 
set up in November lastyear 
where members pay in £5 a 
week and will get £260 at the 
beginning of December to 
help to cover the cost of the 
festive season. 

Irene Mays, file chairwom¬ 
an. who runs the group with 
the help of David White, file 
secretary, both pictured 
above, said:. “People wfll be 
able'to'pay in as little or .as 
much as they can afford each 
week, even just 50p, and as 
long as they have saved for at 
least 13 consecutive weeks, 
they will be able to apply for a 


loan which they can repay 
each week at die same rate as 
they are saving." 

' Ms Mays added: “We 
have applied to use a couple 
of rooms in a former doctor's 
surgery on the estate and by 
the time we get die go-ahead 
to start having regular meet¬ 
ings, we will have obtained 
more information on how to 
nln it and hopefully will get 
the credit union started be- 
• fore. Christmas. 1 *. . , . ; 

The group’s biggest chall¬ 
enge will be to attract the 
extra 13 members it needs to 
satisfy the credit union regu¬ 
lations of a minimum mem¬ 
bership of 21 people. 


■ At least 21 members 
must be willing to join 
the credit union. 

■ A one-off joining fee 
of £310 is payable to the 
Registry of Friendly 
Societies. 

■ An additional £25 is 
charged each year when 
accounts are filed. 

■ Fidelity insurance 
must be taken out to 
protect against theft and 
baud. 

■ Members must ap¬ 
point a committee which 
will make decisions cm 
loan .applications and 
other issues. 

■ Members can ask for 
a loan after they have 
been saving for at least 13 
consecutive weeks. 

■ Loans of up to £5,000 
can be agreed, or £10,000 
for the larger ■ credit 
unions. 

■ Borrowing is usually 
limited to a ma ximum of 
five times the amount the 
member has saved, 

■ No loan can he for 
more than 15 per cent of 
the credit union’s total 
assets. 

■ Interest on loans is 
pegged at a maximum of 
1 per cent a month, 1258 
per cent APR. 

■ Unions must keep 10 
per cent of their assets as 
a reserve. 
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Financial services ‘kitemark’ 


Jupiter unit trusts compared with 
indices and TESSA 

Source IWcropal. Offer to bid. net income reinvested. 5 yean to 3.11.97 
"UK Savings TESSA C3.000 investment index. ^ExchnBng UK 


MAKE TRACKS 

• TO JUPITER* 

\ 

FOR 

LONG-TERM * 

Performance 


As a leader in long-term performance, Jupiter puts 
index tracking in the shade. 

Over the past five years our long-established 
mainstream foods, Jupiter UK Growth, Income, 
and European shine out as stars in their sectors and 
have comfortably beaten the relevant Stock Market 
Indices and associated tracking funds. 

Jupiter's record of performance steins from a 
consistent investment strategy carried through by a 
team of top-quality, long-serving fond managers. 

For further information on our range of unit 
trusts and/or the Jupiter PER talk to your financial 
adviser, call us free now or return the coupon. 

Get on the right track, get onto Jupiter. 


L ike household appliances, car win¬ 
dows and plastic toys, the informa- 
tkm consumers get on their 
pensions and mortgages will also be 
subject to a Quality Mark similar to the 
British Kitemark, hi a new initiative, 
launched this week by the Money 
Management Council, a charity dedicat¬ 
ed to providing consumer education on 
money matters, literature distributed by 
the financial services industry wfll re¬ 
ceive a Quality Mark if the information is 
clear and accurate. 

It will apply initially to generic infor¬ 
mation on financial services, but council 
members hope to extend it to ail forms of 
financial marketing material- The 
scheme has been welcomed by the 
industry and the Financial Services 
Authority, the new super-watchdog. 

Helen Liddell the Economic Secretary 
to die Treasury, also welcomed the 
scheme, as did Sir Bernard Ingham. Ms 


Liddell said: “The problems of home 
income plans and personal pensions, to 
name only two of those which feature in 
my mailbag, have left many people 
apprehensive about approaching the 
financial services industry. This is a time 
when people need as much information 
as possible about how to make the most 
of their financial resources. I believe the 
Money Management Council has shown 
foresight and tenacity in bringing the 
Quality Mark into being." 

The cost of financial igonorance is a 
startling £39 billion a year, according to 
Marie Jennings, chairman and founder 
of the Money Management Council. It is 
also estimated that the average person 
loses £50,000 in a lifetime through lack of 
knowledge on money matters. 

At the launch, timed to coincide with 
National Consumer Week, Ms Jennings 
said: “There is no doubt that much 
financial information is confusing, if not 


frightening. We intend to overcome this 
with our new Quality Mark scheme." 

However, the scheme will work on a 
purely voluntary basis. Although there is 
no compulsion for companies to submit 
material, the council hopes that the 
credibililty associated with the mark wfll 
encourage financial providers to send in 
material. The scheme will enable con¬ 
sumers to know that any material 
carrying the Quality Mark is unbiased, 
factually correct and easy to understand. 

Sir Bernard, former press secretary to 
Margaret Thatcher, better known for his 
notoriety as a communicator, said: “In 
my opinion, there is nothing wrong with 
a dear and direct approach. 1 welcome 
this initiative to increase transparency in 
money matters." For farther information 
ring the Money Management Council on 
0171-7361163. 

Susan Emmett 


J U PUT E R 

Leaders in long-term performance 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL FREE ON 05 0 0 0500 97 


To: Investor Support, Jupiter Unit Trust Managers Ltd, Knightsbridge House. 197 Knightsbridge, London SW7 1RB. 
Please send ms further information on: The Jupiter PEP Jupaer Unit Trusts □ 


Print Name (NMMreJ Msl — 


Jupiter Unit Itust Managers Ltd b regidatad by IMHO and the Personal Investment Authors* Member ol AUTTF. A aubsrdbty of Commerzbank AG. one of Germany’s leading banks, h should 
always be remembered that funds nvastfld in TESSA accounts are nor subject to fluctuations In velue wrfkdi could affect the various funds described. The value ol an investment m a unit 
ttuu end the income Irani k can go down as well as up. it may be affected by exchange rate variations, and you may not get back the amount invested Current Hu levels and refartg wfll 
depend on your individual chcumttances. h was announced hi the July 1997 Budget that tax cretins wril not be rrobimsMe In a PEP from 6 Aprt 1999. Other un benefits may Change with . 
the ptenned Introduction of a new IndMdusI Savings Account P&st performance is not necessarily a guide to future performance. Up to 100% ol the annual management lee b to be taken ' 
from capital oi Growth & Income Fuid. Income That and High Income Fund. Tha may accordingly restrict capital growth. For your security we may record or randomly monior all telephone 
cans. Copies of the half-yearly and annual reports may be obtained from Jupiter Unrt Trust Managers Lid, Knightsbridge House, 197 Knightsbridge. London SW7 1RB. Scheme particulars and 
key futures documents may also be obtained from that address. 
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If you move job, 
our pension 
moves with you. 
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Our pension arrangements lei you change job, take a 


career break or become self-employed, all without penalty. 


Your first good move? Why not call for no-fuss advice 


or information without obliaation . 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS 

Looking good for your pension. 



■W: 


For year proseotiow, y«ue 


Please telephone quoting ref: 288B55 0345 6789 10 or talk to your Independent Financial Adviser. 

till co Seotrlib Widows may b* recorded or monitored and information or advl.r will only by provided on Scottish Widows products. Issued by Scuul»h Widow/ Fund and l..fr As.„ „ ,, K, »,i|.iii ,1 |.. il„- p.-,v,nj| Intt-.iment ftulhomv. 
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Our 
HIGH RATE 

is worth the 
wait. 



Up to 




r 77 p ^ 

M Imdr filer 6.2’V- p.a' 

60 days notice 


*Rate applicable Tor deposits of £10.000 or more. 


SEK HOW WE COMPARE 


Annu.il Gross 
£2.S00 .KS.OfMj £10.01X1 

Legal & General 

60 Direct Account 7.65fct 7-65%1 7.75%t 

Che!fenh.im £i Gk hjccMit 90 Uli\ 6.!S'V> u. t o.lW5» 
Njtk >nwidc UonuMsii S.ii 1 ’; o.3'« 
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General 


Trust us to deliver 
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Pleaite quote ref: BO52 DI06 
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ENDOWMENT POLICIES 
WANTED 


We Deliver Competitive Prices, 
Quick Results, and Quality Service 

JrT-S. THE INSURANCE. POLICY 
Urr'i J TRADING COMPANY LTD 


22 CHURCH STREET G0DALMING. GU7 IEW 

*01483 427575 : Fax 01483 418866 


TO 

ADVERTISE IN 
WEEKEND 
MONEY 
PLEASE CALL 
0171 782 7520 
0171782 7185 
OR 

0171782 7718 


Tim rose to his online fitness challenge 


F ormer pharmaceutical ex¬ 
pert Tun Kyndt had little 
choice but to throw himself in 
at the deep end when he set up 
an online health and fitness 
dub last year. 

The 37-year-old left his job 
as a strategy development 
manager with SmithKline 
Beech am in January 1996 to 
set up CyberSport, an 
Internet-based system which 
allows people to plug their 
exercise machines into their 
computers and compete on 
screen against other keep fit 
fanatics around the world. 

Although he established 
the business with two col¬ 
leagues the responsibility for 
selling the company's ser¬ 
vices fell firmly at Tim'S feet 
and he had little choice but to 
get out and about to try to get 
people to buy the online 
service. 

He said: “After doing a lot 
of market research we rang 


around the major companies 
to set up appointments with 
people who could mate deci¬ 
sions. When we had got a foot 
in the door we went along 
with a comprehensive busi¬ 
ness plan and presented them 
with key reasons why they 
should get involved in the 
project. 

"In total we made more 
than 70 pitches to companies 
operating in the health and 
fitness market, and to banks 
and other financial institu¬ 
tions, and we now have 15 
partners very active in pro¬ 
moting the online service." 

Although it tested his abili¬ 
ties, his hard work paid off 
and as sales increased the 
company was boosted by 
winning a £50.000 Informa¬ 
tion Society Initiative award 
in a scheme sponsored by The 
Sunday Times. 



JOHN Givens Tim Kyndt made more than 70 pitches to'companies in tbe health and fitness market 


John Givens continues our series for those intending to become self-employed 

Sales skills make or break 


cl 


U ntil now it has all been 
done for you. No need 
to worry about where 
the work is coming from 
because as an employee all 
you need to concern yourself 
with is having enough to fill 
your day and leave the prob¬ 
lems of winning business to 
someone else. 

But now you’ve decided to 
go it alone things are going to 
change dramatically and the 
responsibility for selling your 
products or services is yours 
and yours alone. Selling is one 
of the major challenges of self- 
employment and unless you 
were an award-winning 
super-salesman previously, 
the learning curve will be 
steep. A reputable sales train¬ 
ing course would help, al¬ 
though at £300 to E40Q a day 
they are expensive; so under¬ 
standing the basics might be 
the best place to start 

■ Talk to the decision mak¬ 
er. If you try to sell to a person 
who does not have the author¬ 
ity to make a decision to buy, 
the chances are you are wast¬ 
ing your rime. 

■ Be yourself. The notion 
that sharp-suited, fast-talking 
salesmen make the world go 
round is simply not hue. Most 
people are put off by Arthur 


AN EXCLUSIVE OFFER 


THE TIMES 


SAVE 20% AT HABITAT 
THIS CHRISTMAS 




£104% wfacet-mounled bookcase. E379 Red fruit citrus, and winter spice vinegars, £9.95 each 

T his week The Times gives you the opportunity id save 20% on your 
shopping bill at Habitat. The offer is available until December 21 at all 
40 Habitat stores in the UK and Republic of Ireland. A Habitat shopping 
card (illustrated left) was inserted FREE with Monday’s newspaper. 

To qualify for your discount simply attach, to the card, three differently 
numbered tokens from the six published in The Times this week, plus the 
token which will appear in The Sunday Times tomorrow. Your completed 
shopping card entitles you to buy as many 
items as you wish on a single shopping trip 
and to receive a 20% discount on your total 
bilL Normal TNL rules apply. For details of 
your nearest Habitat store, 
call 0645 33 44 33. 
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CHANGING TIMES 


SELLING 


Daley types who give you the 
hard sell and expect you to 
sign cm the dotted line there 
and then. Avoid play acting 
and always be yourself. 


■ Be prepared. This doesn't 
just mean making sure you 
know everything about what 
you are marketing, but also 
that you have all die back-up 
support you need. For exam¬ 
ple, a company brochure or 
other product literature Will be 
key to getting your sales 
message across, although you 
can expect to spend at least 
£1,000 for 500 copies of a 
colour, four-page. A4 publica¬ 
tion. Leaflets are less expen¬ 
sive. costing around £200 for 
1,000 colour A4 flyers; much 
less for black and while. 
Samples of your work can 
also go a long way to convinc¬ 
ing a sceptical customer to 
buy; and also make sure you 
are armed with price lists, 
product specifications, deliv¬ 


ery information and any other 
facts and figures you can offer 
to a potential buyer. 

■ Understand the customer. 
If you know very little about 
the company or person you are 
trying to sell to, the chances of 
failin g leap. Make sure you do 
some research beforehand. 

■ Know yonr lines. When 
you meet someone who might 
be interested in buying what 
you have to sell you will need 
to give a sales presentation. 
You should make your pitch in 
a confident and well-struc¬ 
tured manner, and also be 
able to answer any questions. 

Successful selling is not 
about talking but about listen¬ 
ing; that way you will hear 
what the customer wants. If 
you can satisfy the require¬ 
ment, you'll almost certainly 
make the sale. A sales presen¬ 
tation should typically mean 
you spend one thud of the time 


talking and the other two 
thirds listening. 

■ Your utoque selling point 
All businesses need to have a 
unique selling point, common¬ 
ly referred to as a TJSP. This is 
simply one thing you can offer 
which is better than any of 
your competitors. Your USP 
could be one of a number of 
things ■*- the cheapest, the best 
quality. Che fastest delivery, 
die most comprehensive guar¬ 
antee or the most flexible 
payment terms. Whatever it is. 
learn it and make sure your 
customers know it. 

■ Overcoming objections. As 
any diehard salesman will tell 
you, overcoming people's ob¬ 
jections for not wanting to buy 
is the biggest test you wall face. 
Often, an apparent objection is 
really hiding die real reason 
why a customer says no. so 
find out exactly what the real 
problem is with careful 
questioning. 

For example, if someone 
says your product is too expen¬ 
sive but you know it is one of 
the most competitively priced 
on the market, by politely 
asking questions you might 
discover that the real reason 
for the objection is that the 
customer cannot afford to buy 
at the'moment but 'could in 


two months' time. Having 
identified the real probieni 
you might decide to give the 
customer the product now on 
the understanding that pay¬ 
ment is due after 60 days. 

■ Ask for the sale. One of the 
main reasons why self-em- 
plcryed people faU to win 
business is that they are 
scared to ask for the sale. 
Despite spending time and 
effort on a sales presentation, 
most people still shy away 
from asking “will you buy 
what 1 am selling?". This is 
partly because of the fear of 
rejection and partly because it 
can be embarrassing. Bur if 
you don't ask, you risk losing 
the business. 

■ Keep your promises. If you 
have told a customer you will 
do something, make sure you 
stick to die commitment Fail¬ 
ing to carry out promises is a 
certain way of losing die 
support of an existing client or 
the interest of a potential 
customer. Even if you have 
problems doing what you said 
you would dot at least let the 
customer know rather than 
buiy your head in the sand. 

■ Don't give np. The only 
certain thing about trying to 
sell whatever you have to offer 
is that you will suffer setbacks. 
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Hardem’s three-pronged attack ( 


C arpetbagging is not dead, it seems. 
Michael Hardem, the eccentric 
freelance butler, is once again 
campaigning to get on the boards of three 
leading building societies to try to force 
them to convert. 

Mr Hardem. who heads an organis¬ 
ation called Members for Conversion, is 
attempting to be elected to the boards of 
the Bradford & Bingjey, Britannia and 
Chelsea. All three daim they are firmly 
committed to remaining mutual budding 
societies — the total combined assets of the 
three societies is £40 billion, and the 
societies have nearly 4.6 million members. 

Earlier this year. Mr Hardem and four 
other proconversion candidates failed to 
join the board of the Nationwide, the 
UK's biggest building society. Mr 
Hardem’s ultimate aim was to force the 
society to float Flotation of the Nation¬ 
wide could have been worth up to £2,000 
per member. 

At the time, the vote against Mr 


Harden) was decisive. Only one in three 
of those that voted were in favour of Mr 
Hardem's election. However, his cam¬ 
paign was marred by a series of bizarre 
events, including a sudden change of 
mind over his views on conversion. 
Many believe that his eccentric behav¬ 
iour in the run up to the vote contributed 
to the campaign's failure. 

Some of those who voted against Mr 
Hardem were not voting in favour of the 
mutuality much coveted by the Nation¬ 
wide board. Instead, they were voting 
against the election of people who they 
believed did not have the credentials for 
board membership. 

T he failure of the vote meant that the 
carpetbaggers went into abeyance 
for a little while. Mr Hardem’s 
renewed campaign is bound to stir up 
interest in carpetbagging once again. Mr 
Hardem claims that if the three building 
societies were forced to convert members 


could receive payouts of up to £2.000 a 
piece. 

During the summer, carpetbagging 
artivity was so intense that the Nation¬ 
wide was forced to close its doors. This 
society also recently began to force those 
opening accounts to sign away to charity 
their rights to any windfall after flotation. 

The building societies under threat 
from Mr Hardem fear that a renewed 
bout of carpetbagging activity will lead to 
farther disruptions in foe service they 
offer their customers. In order for his 
board nominations to go ahead, Mr 
Harden) needs signatures from 50 of 
members of each of his target building 
societies. The elections will take place at 
the beginning of next year. 

The minimum amounts required to 
open accounts with the Britannia, Chel¬ 
sea and Bradford & Bingley are £2,000, 
£2S00 and £500 respectively. 

Caroline Merrell 


Do you have an investment portfolio of £75,000 or more 
that is looking for some old fashioned eare and attention? 

Barrage & Co. prides itself on giving a level of personal service that is so often 
difficult to find. At the same time clients benefit from the advantages of sophisticated 
information technology available to professional investment managers. 

No two clients’ requirements are identical, and this is reflected in the way the 
company places emphasis on the need to manage portfolios in a way that is designed to - 
meet individuals’ requirements and objectives. 

• • 

If you would like to find out more about the discretionary fund management services 
provided by Blinage & Co., or would like to arrange a meeting for an exploratory 
discussion, please contact Ken Burrage or Susan Bentley. 


R RAG E 



. INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT 

Burrage & Co. Limited is part of the Kiln Group 
and is regulated by IMRO ... 

117 Fenchurch Street, London EC3M SAL - Tel: 0171 480 7216- Fax: 0171 702 3020 

e-mail: ken.burrage@kiliLco.uk: 
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T he “greed is good" "philoso¬ 
phy espoused in ifae film- 
Wall Street, where making 
money took precedence over'every- 
thing else, las largely gone out of 
fashion in the caring Nineties. 

Besides, most people are natural¬ 
ly conservative and this is reflected 
in their attitude towards money. So 
the majority of people who come 
into an inheritance or accumulate a 
large lump sum will want to play 
safe rather than go for brokeJ 
However, a handful of people 
will adhere to die (rid adag? that 
you have to speculate to accumu¬ 
late. Such investors win want to 
adopt a high-risk strategy in the 
hope that this will maximise the 
returns from their investment A 
much more likely scenario, how¬ 
ever, is that' more cautious inves- 
tors with a reaspnahly large sum of 
money to ihve^ will decide to take a 
punt wrth a small percentage of it 
As a-'nije-ot thumb collective 
investment schemes, such as unit 
trusts or investment trusts, are less 
risky than investing directly in the 
underlying “ assets. The financial 
adviser Roddy.. Kohn. managing 
director of' Kohn Cougar, rales 
investments an a risk scale of one to 
ten and he considers direct equities 
to be off the scale. “You only have to 
look at the performance of some 
well-known blue chip shares to see 
how risky this strategy can be. Some 
shares have more ups and downs 
than a proficient yo-yo operator.” 

For example, shares in HSBC 
Holdings, one of the largest bank¬ 
ing groups in the world, rose to 
£23.69 earlier this year before 


Fair game for fortune hunters 


falling to a low of £12.16. Shares 
are now bade up to £1530 but 
clearly investors who bought at the 
peak are now facing substantial 
losses. How ever, if you choose the 
right company you can make 
significant gains. 

Unquoted and smaller com¬ 
panies are even more risky, but if 
you choose the right company you 
can make a killing. Stephen 
Uansdown. diairman of Har¬ 
greaves Lansdown. said: "Penny 
shares, which have a share price of 
less than lOp, can do very well but 
y ou are counting on one company, 
to come up trumps. Investors must 
also remember that these markets 
are often fairly illiquid — It is easy 
to ga into them but getting out is a 
different matter.*' 

Haying said this, some collec¬ 
tive mvestment schemes —r- in 
particular those investing in spe¬ 
cialist areas or single countries'— 
can be fairly risky. 

Ian Millward, investment mar¬ 
keting manager at Chase de Vere, 
said: “If you choose a fund that is 
spread across both continents and 
15 to 20 markets, then obviously the 
risk is less. If you choose a single 
country fund, you could see some 
fantastic returns if that country 
does well, but performance could 
be abysmal." Other potentially 
risky areas indude Europe, North 
America and smaller companies. 


Hazel Spink assesses the risk of collective investment schemes 


TWENTIETH CENTURY FOX 



Gordon Gecko showed the ugly side of 1980s society with his “greed is good" philosophy in Wall Street 


Derivatives, such as futures, 
options and warranty can offer the 
prospect of spectacular growth, but 
they are also highly risky. In a 
sense, you are gambling on stock 
market movements. 

Put simply, futures are the 
obligation to buy or sell shares or 
an index at a certain price and at a 


certain date. Investors are obliged 
to bpy or sellal the chosen time and 
price even if the market has moved 
against them. 

With options, investors pay a 
small deposit, known as a premi¬ 
um, which gives them the right to 
buy or sell at a certain price on a 
certain dale, but they can decide not 


to exercise their option if the market 
has moved against them. In this 
case, they simply lose their deposit. 
Warrants are effectively long-dated 
options. 

Govett Geared UK Index unit 
trust is a high-risk, high-return unit 
trust. “The fund uses futures on the 
FTSE100 index to achieve twice the 


exposure to the index. This can 
mean twice the upside or twice the 
downside." said Ian Morley, direc¬ 
tor of A1B Govett. “When markets 
are strong this fund will roar 
ahead, but if they are weak you 
could lose money." 

However, pul options are taken 
out so that in the event of substan¬ 
tial failure, investors would not lose 
all their money. 

The fund has performed ex¬ 
tremely well over both one and 
three years. For example, over the 
three years to October 31,1997. the 
fund rose by 130.96 per cent, 
compared with a sector average for 
the equity income and growth 
sector of 5737 per cent. "This shows 
the power of derivatives when used 
more speculatively." said Mr Mor¬ 
ley. However, over one month to 
October 31. the fund fell 8.1 per cent 
compared with a sector average of 
just 53 per cent. 

Mr Morley advises even aggres¬ 
sive investors, who are keen to tap 
into the growth potential offered by 
derivatives, to do so via a collective 
investment scheme. "Generally 
speaking, it is not advisable for 
private individuals to trade in 
futures, options or warrants them¬ 
selves because these markets move 
very quickly and if you gear 
yourself up you could lose a lot of 
money if you get it wrong." 

Some advisers are extremely 


sceptical abour using derivatives. 
Mr Kohn said: "Derivatives are 
highly complex instruments and as 
soon as you get into this game, you 
are putting your trust in individ¬ 
uals whose first priority is making 
money for themselves." 

Certain investment trusts also 
offer the prospect of high risk in 
return for potentially high returns. 
Tun Cocke rill, investment director 
at Whiiechurch Securities, said: "If 
you want to get seriously high-risk 
then you could go for the capital 
shares of a split capital investment 
trust." 

Split capital investment trusts 
offer investors different classes of 
shares. The safest are zero dividend 
preference shares which offer in¬ 
vestors a predetermined level of 
growth. 

When the investment trust is 
wound up at the end of its life, the 
obligations to zero dividend prefer¬ 
ence shareholders are met firsL 
Then there are income shares 
whidi, as their name suggests, offer 
a high level of income. The capital 
shares are, in a sense, last in the 
pecking order on wind-up but they 
are entitled to all the growth in the 
trust after the other classes of 
shareholder have been paid. 

Clearly if the trust performs 
badly the capital shareholders suf¬ 
fer. But if it sparkles, they can do 
very well. “If the market rose by 10 
per cent during the investment 
period, capital shareholders may 
well see a return of 30 or 40 per 
cent If, on the other hand, it works 
in reverse they can get clobbered." 
said Mr Cockerill. 


Most people fail to 
make sense of Serps 
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L aunched try 

Baroness Castle of 
Blackburn in 1978, 
the state earning s related 


the additional state scheme 
for employees without 
company schemes, has 
never been far from 
controversy. 

Its eventual abolition 
may be planned by 
government ministers 
but until that time millions 
of people wiQ stm need 
to rely on the system to 
provide their pensions. 

Many are having 
great difficulty in 
calculating what their 
benefits should be. As the 
payouts are, at best 
modest this causes great 
irritation. Various 
surveys have shown that 
Serps is die least 
understood of any type of 
pension scheme, public - 

or private. 

Until 1988 every 
employee had to contribute 
to the scheme unless he 
or she were members of a 
“contracted oiti” 
company pension scheme 
which provided 
replacement benefits. 

After 1988 it became 
possible to opt out of Serps 
into a personal pension. 
However, for men aged 
over 50 and women over 
45 at the time, opting out 
was not likely to be 
worthwhile. 

M aurice Ducker, a 
Weekend Money 
reader from Col¬ 
chester, Essex, was confident 
that he knew what his entitle¬ 
ment was. In view of his 
earnings. Mr Ducker had litde 
doubt that he would receive 
the maximum benefit under 
the scheme when he retired 
last year. 

He was therefore surprised 
to be informed last October by 
the Department of Serial Sec- 


Helen Pridham attempts to 
clear confusion surrounding the 
least understood pension scheme 



urity that his Serps entitle¬ 
ment was several pounds less 
than the maximum published 
benefit for 199647 of £101.44. 

After.querying the amount, 
he was told — after a delay of 
almastrj2..mor}ti»s ••/— that he 
had not made the maximum 
contributions required. Bear¬ 
ing in mind that he had 
always earned more than the 
required amount, tins has left 
him feeling very dissatisfied. 

P ensions Postbag replies: 
It was not easy to get to 
tire bottom of Mr Duck- 
ert case, and even then it was 
hard to believe the reason why 
he and others like him will not 
receive the maximum benefit 
But first a word of explanation, 
about how a Serps pension is 
calculated. 

It is not based on an 
employee's total earnings. It is 
related only to those earnings 
which fall between the lower 
and upper earnings limits for 
national insurance contribu¬ 
tions purposes. These limits 
are increased each year in line 
with inflation. The currem 
lower earnings limit is £62 a 
week (E3Z24 a year) and the 
upper limit is E465 a week 
(£24.180 a year). 


Therefore an employee 
earning £200 a week this y ear, 
for example, would have his or 
her Serps pension based on 
£138. Meanwhile, an employee 
earning £465 or more a week 
would have his or her pension 
for the year based on £403, no 
matter how high the actual 
earnings were. 

But the calculations get 
more complicated because the 
employee’s earnings in the 
band for each successive year 
are revalued annually in line 
with the rise in national aver¬ 
age earnings up to state pen¬ 
sion age. 

Each revalued year's earn¬ 
ings are then added together 
and the total is divided by a 
factor to calculate the average 
earnings on which the final 
pension is based. Under the 
original scheme, the pension 
was to be worth 25 per cent of a 
person’s average earnings 
over their 20 best years. ' 

However, radial revisions 
were made to Serps in 1988 by 
the Conservative Government. 
These cut back pension entitle¬ 
ment to # 20 per cent of earnings 
averaged over an employee’s 
entire working life. However, 
that change is being phased in 
and the 25 per cent rule still 


applies to employees reaching 
state retirement age up to 
April 1999. 

Thereafter, the pension will 
be a reduced proportion of 
average earnings based on the 
actual number of years* contri¬ 
butions made between 1978 
and a person's pension age 
until the new benefit system 
matures around 2030. 

Given these complexities, it 
is dearly not that simple for 
laymen to calculate their own 
Serps entitlment, and the De¬ 
partment of Serial Security 
offers a free pensions forecast 
smrice for anyone who wants 
to know how much additional 
pension they can expect. 

All you need to do is ask 
your local DSS office for form 
BR19. However, Mr Docker's 
case appeared to be straight¬ 
forward. His earnings had 
always been above the upper 
earnings limit since 1978. so it 
seemed fairly obvious that he 
should qualify for- the maxi¬ 
mum pension. 


T he reason he does not is 
Kafkaesque. Although 
the Contributions Agen¬ 
cy, an offshoot of the DSS, 
which keeps contribution 
records, cannot discuss indi¬ 
vidual cases, John Harthen, a 
spokesman, explained: “Only 
those employees who are paid 
four-weekly, which gives rise 
to the payment of extra nat¬ 
ional insurance contributions, 
will be eligible for the maxi¬ 
mum published Serps bene¬ 
fit" 

Mr Harthen acknowledged 
that most employees are paid 
at weekly or monthly intervals 
and are therefore not eligible. 
Mr Ducker had been paid 
monthly. 

If an insurance company 
had come up with such an 
explanation, the chances are 
that the Government would be 
naming and shaming it Per¬ 
haps ft needs to put its own 
house in order. 


Cashing in your Endowment Policy? 


Policy 

Choice 

Direct 


the financial people 
who let you choose 



Our Unique Service is FREE 
4 Our FREE GUIDE gives you the facts 
+ Our FREE listings let yoa compare 
tfae rates of the top c om pa n ies 
♦ We arrange yoorpaBty 
+ We refund your Erst two month* 


More 


than money. 


0500 813913 

www.poleyeliolce.co.uk 




■■fat fcwfcC prices »d ante aft a free 48 hwvrta. 

nan ssim Hindi nrrnnriiffl 
Satf West an? 930 8827 Ratteen 238 U41 Sco8atBH1353 S3Q 
eaStMh&hesAqptP*- Please quote IffllXS 

(Ms Dot*} S Comoanj unflea. 
tUfcn«r IM. Uafcun. Enca CU9 BW 

Beale 

MM Inucsuncoi Amtafty _ . 1 /UUlC 


6 . 69 % ( 7 . 1 % APR) 

MORTG AGE RATE 

fixeeTfor 


FIVE YEARS UNTIL 
JANUARY 2003."" 


LO 



With rates rising, now is the perfect time to know 
exactly what you will be paying until 1.1.2003. 

Some things won’t be changing, like the Woolwich Fixed 
Rate Mortgage. Fixed at 6.69% 7.1% APR until 1.1.2003. 

If ypu are an existing customer on the move, or a new 
mortgage customer, it's available up to 95% loan to value. 
Applicants must take out a Woolwich Homewise Building 
and Contents policy. 

Simply talk to your mortgage adviser at your local 
Woolwich branch or call Woolwich Direct, at local rate, 
Monday to Friday 8.30am-9.00 pm, Saturday 9.00 am- 
3.00 pm or Sunday 10.00am-2.00 pm on 0645 75 75 75 , 
quoting the reference TD2911. For your security, telephone 
conversations may be recorded. 

http://www. woolwich .co.uk 

Get much more with the Woolwich. 

WOOLWICH 
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YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 

APRS variable ana typical and esfeutated on the assunvdon that the mortgage rare apphcabla airmg the fined rote period (wMch wHl run from the date interest a ftr-a charged in respect 
at the mortgage) wli apply for Die fijfl term of Hie loan. However. Vie rate is variable and, from LI-2003. the Woolwich's prevailing standad variable monaaee renew*!, hi lad. aooJv. 
These terms apply only where a written offer of advance was issued on or after 2211.97 ana Die mortgage completed by 30.04.38. Typical example: based on at endowrnem mortgage 
Interest rale of 6.69% and a purchase price of £70.000. a couple taking out a mortgage of £65.000 (from which a Higher Percentage Advance Fee of £108L25 «nt Be deducted) over 
25 years [where the ameutt or the advance is 93% of the Woolwi ch 's valuation of the property) would pay (merest of £362.38 per month gross <300 payments). Accrued Interest 
£18U9. Valuer's fee £165. Application fee £350. Homewise premium £370. Softener's mortgage charges £126. Deeds Administration Fee payable on redempuai £65 and a single 
repayment of capital of £65.000. TotaamctF* payable £174.971.19. 6.t3£Wt ZJ.% APR. The example assumes the mortgage starts m me rrwJcSe of the month, a mmonmn {juarargeed 
death benefit of £65X00 and a term of 25 yeas far the endowment policy. A first chage over your property will he required as security. For loans other than repayment loans, a 
suitable endowment poSey. PEP or pension plan wa also be required. A suitable level teroi assurance policy will also be rectified tar PEP or pension plan mortgages. Where the 
mortgage exceeds the Wodhnch's normal mammun percentage advance of 75% addHoral security win be required far which a Higher Percentage Advance Fee will be payable. If the 
mortgage a either redeemed [in full or fit part) or transferred to another scheme before 3LL2004. a fee equivalent to 6 months' merest at the rate payable at the time of repayment 
wd be rftaged. Remortgages available up to 90% loan to value. A» mortgages am aufiject to stdus. valuation and a minimum age of IS. A written quotation & available on request 
from any branch or tram Woolwich pic. Dept LS. Watting Street Bexleyheath. Kent DAB 7RR. WocMch pic represents only Wootmcn Life and Woodmen UnS Trust Managers, which 
are regularise by the Personal Investment Authority far We asstaance. irH trust end pension business. Registered office: Waring Street. Bedeyneam. Kent DAE 7RR. Registered m 
England no. 3295699. WOohrich pic ahoes to the principles of the Code of Mortgage Lending Practice. Copes of the code are avatiabie on request. SFRAT 





The Kieinwort Benson 

' '*•V '*>1^ 

yoif six figure salary 

leaves y< 





xju may n 





0800 317477 

Only a few 
need to know. 





Kieinwort Benson 


Pt&fVATE EANK 

Kieinwort Benson Private Bank 
POBox 19110 FendnudiStreet London EC3M3LB 

Kieinwort Benson Private Bank is a Division of 
Kieinwort Bennon Investment Management Limited 
Registered in England Number 2056420 

Member of the Dresdner Bank Group 
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THE 

Legal guidance 
for leaseholders 



TIMES MONEY INFORMATION SERVICE 


<£**1 





SAVERS'BEST BUYS 




L easeholders wanting to 
buy their freeholds or 
extend their leases need 
not be at the mercy of their 
landlords, according to a re¬ 
cent report The comprehen¬ 
sive study by Chartered 
Surveyors Leasehold Enfran¬ 
chisement Ltd details how 
leaseholders can benefit from 
a 1993 Act 

It outlines how the Lease¬ 
hold Reform, Housing and 
Urban Development Act was 
used to settle 166 claims taken 
to Leasehold Valuation Tribu¬ 
nals (LVT). The Cost of Buy¬ 
ing Your Freehold or 
Extending Your Lease reveals 
that LVT valuations tend to be 
much closer to leaseholders' 
valuations and much lower 
than those of landlords. 

As LVT decisions are 
‘‘benchmarks'' for future 
claims, these foldings suggest 
that disputes between lease¬ 
holders and landlords over 
the price for freeholds, lease 
extensions or landlords' fees 
will certainly increase. 

The 61-page report is avail¬ 
able at E25. including postage 
and packing, from Leasehold 
Enfranchisement Ltd at 33 St 
George's Drive, Pimlico. 
London. SW1V 4DG. Tele¬ 
phone: 0171 S2I 8820. Extracts 
can be viewed on the Internet 
at www.leaseholdco.uk. 


■ Help is at hand for dis¬ 
gruntled bank customers. Tire 
Banking Ombudsman 
Scheme exists to resolve indi¬ 
vidual complaints about 
banking and now offers sev¬ 
eral guides outlining the com¬ 
plaints procedure. 

For a general guide. When 
and how we can help summ¬ 
arises the circumstances in 
which the Ombudsman is of 
assistance. 

Two other leaflets. Com¬ 
plaining to the bank and 
Complaining to us. which 
also contains a complaint 
form, give more detailed in¬ 
formation. Copies can be ob¬ 
tained by calling the Office of 
Banking OmI 


INSTANT ACCESS ACCOUNTS 

Account 

Notice 
of term 

Deposit 

Rale 

Interest 

paid 

Irish Permanent 0800 973321 

ExtraPost Inst 

Postal 

£1 

6.75 

Mly 

C&G(from 1.12.97)0800 742437 

Inst Transfer 

InstantB 

£1.000 

7.25 

Yiy 

Legal & General Bank 0500 111200 

Direct Access 

Postal 

£2,500 

7.15 

Yly 

Alliance & Leic BS 0845 6088860 

First Os Inst 

Postal 

£10,000 

7.50 

Yiy 



Notice 



Interest 

NOTICE ACCOUNTS & BONDS 

Account 

of term 

Deposit 

Rale 

paid 

Northern Rock 0800 202121 

Select 90 

90 day p 

£10,000 

7.90 

Yfy 

Investec Bank (UK) 0171-203 1650 

Base Plus 

lyr bond 

£2,001 

8.00 

OM 

Bristol & West 0800 202121 

Postal 30 

30 day p 

£10,000 

7.80 

Yly 

Bristol & West 0800 202121 

Fix for Six 

6 month 

£5,000 

7.75F 

OM 



Notice 



Interest 

FIRST TESSAS (TAX FREE) 

Account' 

of term 

Deposit 

Rate 

paid 

Sun Banking Carp 01438 744505 

Premier+Feeder 

5 year 

£3,000 

7.85 

Yfy 

Investec Bank (UK) 0171 203 1650 


5 year 

£9,000 

7.85 


Mansfield BS 01246 202055 


5 year 

£500 

7.75 

Yly 

Yorkshire BS 0800 378836 


5 year 

£2,000 

7.65 

Yiy 




Glow At tax rata® 
ran 20% 40% 


MnVrtwdmjm 

invaoJmnt C Notice 


*- 


OrdfiwyA/e 1 1.50 

Inv es t men t A/c*« 4.75 
Income Bond* a &50 
Rrst Opt Bond* .6.75 
44tli issue Certfe 3 5.35 
Children's Boruft 8.75 
Gan Ext Rate 351 

Capital Bonds a 656 
11th Ind Linked*. 2.75 
Pensnrs Bond S3 « 7.00 


7.20 0.90 10-10.000** 

3.80 2.85 1-489**' ImUi 

5_20 3502.000-25,000*" 3rrrth 

5.40 4551,000-20.000** 

100-10,000 Bday 

25-1,000 Imtfi 


5.32 3.99 100-250.000 8day 
100-10,000 8day 
5.80 4-20 500-50,0003 SOday 


0645045000 
0645 645000 
0645 645000 
0645 845000 
0645 645000 
0645 645000 
0645 646000 
0645 646000 
0645645000 
0645845000 


' first &Q (£i4Q JQ of ut tax trea. tost am tar up to £100 * Unarmed odc&xrM or 
•Btoyestadpmceeds TTax/rse ‘Ratos gross and tMeiBuafamed afar heM tor 6 yoars 

102% net bonus tor £30.000+ >£100.000ttnaddfiton to St andSZhostngs^Tsxabtotas 
cjvk! to tuS 7 £500100 OOO aam higher rjtas. "■'fianatf rst&s apply 


□ 




v 'stbfr.’' 6 '““ 

- ** *’ ■■ ■ - * '** ** *-4- 


annual annuity (£100,030 


5 years, paid monthly in advance & 


F. 
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CREDIT CARDS-BEST 3UYS r ,-t 





the 


Ombudsman on 


0171 404 9944. 


CREDIT CARDS 


Card type 


Interest 
per month 


APR% 


Fee per 
annum 


■ If you ever questioned the 
impartiality of your indepen¬ 
dent financial adviser, then 
Fees v Commissions will help 
you to make up your mind. 

The booklet weighs up the 
relative merits of paying a fee 
to an independent financial 
adviser rather than suffering 
the effects of commissions. 

It is available free to Times 
readers from ChartweU In¬ 
vestment Management on 
01225 446556 or 01803 290909. 


Capital One Bank 0800 669000 
Co-operative Bank 0800 109000 
Robert Fleming/S&P 0800 829100 


Visa 

0.64%N 

7.90%N 

Nil 

Advantage Visa 

0.64%NC 

7.90%N 

Nil 

MasterCard/Visa 

1.00% 

14.00% 

£12 



PERSONAL LOANS 


APR 


Monthly payment on £5,000 for 3yrs 
with insurance ‘ no insurance 


Direct Line 0181 680 9966 
Capital One Direct 0800 216252 
Alliance & Lac Grp 0990 626262 


12.8%A 

12.9% 

13.30% 


£183.75 

£189.48 

£187.73 


£166.38 

£168.54 

£167.56 


Susan Emmett and 
Jacqui Spray 


MB. A = Wnhnum age 22 years, B °> Withdrawals via Bank Clearing System, C = no interest free period. F =• Fixed Rate (all 
other rates variable). N = Introductory rate tor a limited period OM = Interest paid on maturity, P = By Post only 
* RATES SHOWN ARE GROSS AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
PLEASE CHECK RATES BEFORE INVESTING 


Source: MoneyFacts, the Monthly Guide to Investment S Mortgage Rates {01692 500 677) 



SINGLE UFE (level arm) 

Male; 

Age 60 

Age 65 

Age 70 

Canada Ufa.. 

_Level 


£9,034 

£10,130 

£11,620 

Sun Lf of Can 

......Lewd 


£ 9,082 

£10,122 

£11,564 

Standard Lt~. 

-Level 


£9,044 

£10,136 

£11,564 

Scot Widows 

-Level 


£9,100 

£10,120 

£11,500 

Sun Life_ 

_..~Level 


£ 8,922 

£10,049 

£11.569 

SINGLE LIFE 


Female: 

Age 60 

Age 65 

Age 70 

Prudential. 

_Level 


£8,386 

£9205 

£10,649 

Generali .. 



£8,227 

£9,159 

£10,437 

Scot Widows 

-Level 


£8,290 

£ 8.960 

£ 9,950 

Sun Lf of Can 

-....Level 


£8,306 

£9,067 

£10,176 

Canada Life - 

_Level 


£8.325 

£9,151 

£10,353 

JOINT LIFE, 213 WIDOWS 

Male: 

Age 60 

Age 65 

Age 70 

(leva! annuity) 


Female: 

Age 55 

Age 60 

Age IS 

Scot Widows 

_Level 


£7,027 

£8,424 

£9,091 

Sun Lf of Can 

.Level 


£7,915 

£8,511 

£9350 

Generali_ 

_Level 


£7,855 

£8,512 

£ 9,412 

EquitUfe. 

.Lewd 

* 

£7,807 

£8,384 

£9,107 

Prudential 

.—level 


£7,901 

£8,445 

£9,178 



Source: .Amuffv Onset (0t7t t»7 SOX} 


Statistics compiled by Jacqui Spray 



ANNUAL INCOME 


Minimum 



Rates as at June 19.1997 

Investment (£) Company 

Standard 
Rate (%) 

1 Year 


5,000 

10,000 

AIG Life 6.38 

GE Fm Assur 

6.75 


20,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.80 


50,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.80 

2 Years 


1,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.00 


10,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.80 


20,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.80 


50,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.80 

3 Years 


1,000 

Hambro Assured 

5.90 

1 

3,000 

ITT London & Ed 

6.30 


20,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.75 


50,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.80 

4 Years 


1,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.10 


3,000 

ITT London & Ed 

6.15 

5 Years 


1,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.05 


10,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.60 


FIXED RATE 

Gross 

coupon 

Buying 

price 

Gross 

yield 

Issue purchase 
price amount 

Birmingham Mid 

9.36% 

120.50 

7.780 

100.17 

1.000 

Bradford & Bingtey 

11380% 

149.75 

7.760 

100.13 

10,000 

Bradford & Bingley 

13.000% 

167.50 

7.760 

10030 

10,000 

Britannia 

13.000% 

167.75 

7.750 

100.42 

1.000 

Coventry 

12.180% 

156.75 

7.740 

100.75 

1,000 

Rrst National 

11.750% 

15135 

7.770 

10035 

10,000 

Leeds & Holbeck 

13.380% 

172.50 

7.750 

10038 

1,000 

Newcastle 

10.750% 

141.50 

7.600 

100.32 

1,000 

Newcastle 

12.580% 

16530 

7.630 

100.45 

1,000 

Skipton 

12.780% 

168.00 

7.660 

100.48 

1,000 

Northern Rock 

12.630% 

162.50 

7.770 

100.14 

1,000 

PERPETUAL SUBORDINATED BONDS 



Chett & Gloucester 

11.750% 

15535 

7.570 

100.96 

50,000 

Halifax 

8.750% 

113.50 

7.710 

100.62 

50,000 

Halifax 

12.000% 

149.25 

8.040 

10038 

50,000 

Halifax 

13.630% 

18030 

7.570 

100.00 

50,000 

Bristol & West 

13.380% 

17150 

7.800 

100.34 

1,000 


■ 
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MARGE 


Interest 

Loan 

Max 


Lender 

rate % 

size 

% 

Notes 

Building Societies 
Chelsea 

0800 291291 

539 

£20-150k 

60 

Fixed to 13.00 

Nationwide 

5.75 

to £300k 

90 

2-35% discount 

0800 302010 
Britannia 

0800 526350 

5.74 

no max 

80 

for 2 years 

2^year fix 

Banks 

Bank ol Ireland 

0.99 

£20-146k 

95 

Fixed for 6 mth, 

01189 510100 




3% disc-5 rntfte 

Bristol & West 

2.90 

£15-No 

90 

Fixed to 1.11.98 

0117979 2222 


Max 



MM H 

r fht iSS»’iW*3S ^ l-v^A 


Interest 

Loan 

Max 


Lender 

rate % 

size 

% 

Notes 




Lender 


Interest 
rate % 


Loan Max 
size % 


Notes 


Building Societies 


Newbury 

4.85 

£30-100k 

95 

3% discount for 

01635 43676 




1 year 

Mansfield 

230 

£25-250k 

90 

6% dsc-Sm 1.49% 

01246 202055 




6 mth, 039% 1 yr 

Clay Cross 

5.25 

£15-100k 

95 

3.0% discount 

01246 862120 




ter 1 year 

Banks 

Bnk of irefand 

0.99 

£20-145k 

95 

6.77% disc 6 mths 

01189 510100 




3% disc 6 mths 

Midland Bank 

0800 494999 

5-99 

to £150k 

95 

Fixed to 31.1.00 


Larger tenders. loans end Srst-ame buyers ladies by Bay's Guides Ltd. (017538XH32f 


Building Societies 


PIBS “Permanent interest-bearing shares. Source NatWas! Martuts 


| HALIFAX-SPECULATION OVER MAG TALKS) 


Sons; Chamberlain deBroA0171-434 4222. Net rate*. Income and capital guaranteed, 
Earty surrender. Terms vary. Mortify income may be avaiafcte. 


Jul 


Nov 


780 


660 


Scarborough 

0990133149 

0.99 

£15-100k 

95 

Nottingham Imper. 
0115 9817220 

0.75 

£25-150k 

75 

Leeds & Holbeck 

0113 225 7777 

Banks 

130 

to £180k 

95 

Bank of Ireland 

01189 510100 

0,99 

£20-145k 

95 

Bristol S West 

2.90 

£15-no 

90 


7.24% dsc-6 mth 
2%-6mth,0j5%-ly 
Fixed at 0.75% 
to 31.1.98 

7% dsc-6 mth 
1% disc -1 year 


01179792222 


Fixed for 6 mth 
3% dsc-6 mth 
Fixed at 2.90% 
to 1.11.98 
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TIMES 


THE SUCCESS STORY OF THE NINETIES 
CAN YOU ALWAYS GET YOUR COPY? 

Dear New sa gent please deliver/save me a copy of.THEHMES 


Name. 


Aridress- 


-Postcode-, 






BW Offer 




AEGON LIFE ASSURANCE 
Edmtara* Park. Edlotargk, EHI20SE 
otusw^n, 

Balanced SS7JD «)0O - 4-20 

UK Equity 771.10 *1600 -10*0 . 

property 45M0 «8M0 - a« 

FUrd i meren jmjDQ warn - ojo 

Money jmi-u tvuo • ojo 

IMenuttarul 43440 45<*.70 - 050 


ABBEY LIFE 

HaMadm Road. Bo un rem oa tfa 
BHHSAL 


urn zmm 

Custodian S4 
Ertikal S4 


nueaedCUiH 
Allan PBdrtc 
EonpanH 
Prop Riser* 
Equity Ser 4 
Man Sen 
CtawSera 
Money Seri 
Find Ini SeM 
American Set 4 
High tec Scr4 


Japan Ser-r 
ALBANY LIFE 


OTWJfZJtl 
Equliy Fd act 


Ftudteivx 
Ctd Money acc 


lot Fid ini Act 
Japan Fund 


Prop M Aec 


Swindon SNI1EL 
OTTO 5145H 


JI5J0 

ZfcTO 

»a40 ... 

Japan 

203 JO 

27-1*0 

- 420 .. 

FRIENDS' PROVIDENT 

I7BJ0 

1*7 JO 

* a70 ... 

Norm America 

JOJO 

274JCD 

- aso ... 

Castle Start. SoUrtury. 

WIlOi SFl 3SH 

iirerei 

22*40 

- 1.70 ... 

inianrutonal 

435.40 

45403 

- 470 ... 

017224133*6 



IJMO 

13X10 

* oao ... 

Europan 

3*5.-*) 

40570 

- 4.50 .. 

Managed 

404*0 

■UU.4U - 140 ... 

157.10 

1*5.40 

- 1*0 ... 

Far East 

I20J0 

I Jo 20 

- aro . . 

UK Equity 

577.40 

*08.40 - SJO . 

2S0J0 

JMJU 

- 2-30 ... 





Slemdrtlp 

».W 

515.70 - 1*0 ... 

44*00 

4714* 

• 1*0 ... 





Ovnvu Equliy 

3*500 

3*U0 - IJO ... 

30X40 

322*0 

- 140 ... 

CANADA UFE 



Nutrh American 

234*) 

244.5) 

*44.40 

*8X40 

- SJO ... 

M High XtiM. FMcn Bar. Han END SRA 

Pod Ik-Basin 

13203 

I340U - 160 ... 

MW 

3*400 

* aso ... 

0170! 5112 




European 

36SJ0 

3*5.10 - l_W ... 

3**JD 

3872*3 

• aja ... 

Managed 

42*40 

■BZIO 

-aio .. 

properly 

205J0 

21420 » OJO ... 

4.W0O 

40X20 

♦ aro ... 

Properly 

J»3*Q 

3W 10 

- aso ... 

FUed In renal 

248 10 

JIJJP - 070 ... 

*!4.re) 

*57*0 

- IJU ... 

GDI* FblIni 

«B 

3ia«) 

» 0-3) ... 

Index Unted 

201*0 

2I2J0 • roo ... 

054.10 

1004 40 

- 7JO ... 

Equliy 

5P>.W) 

5*440 

- aso ... 

Cash 

22410 

2J*jn - 023 

254.00 

JMrtO 

• OJO ... 

Ca.<ti 

24470 

25) JO 

* 020 ... 

FF life Asaurancr « NM 


z» lo 

24403 

- **o ... 

CUtc Euro Mgd 

SM40 

524 S3 

* 10D .. 

Fixed lumen 

457 JO 

irCJO • 17D ... 




CUte InO Fd 

557JO 

J7420 

» 030 .. 

Managed 

O2S20 

073JO - 47U ... 




Managed Fund 

HkJO 

4*5.10 

- 020 ... 

DepmU 

3*420 

40,50 • OJO ... 

PMo* Bar ENtlAI 

Property Fund 

StfcOO 

*17 JO 

* 100 ... 

Property 

574*0 

*07.10 - 2.20 ... 




Equity Fund 

13JIM) 

1401TD 

- 120 ... 

American 

664.10 

ftwun . 

.’J7D.ro 

22*4-10 

-jua ... 

Gill Edged Fd 

«L70 

W3.T0 

»aso . 

Australian 

425 JO 

is* 10 -Itso . 

551 ID 

5*001 

- 150 ... 

Depart Fund 

371.70 

jarja 


European 

874.40 

02050 - 3JC ... 

020 JQ 

*52*0 

* IJO ... 

Ipvcumrni W 

f*MtO 

*23.70 

* IJO ^ 

Income agc 

10*1.10 

III4W - 5.70 ... 

375-10 

JHJ) 

• 040 ... 

[nlemadorul 

S#*D 

9W.70 

* 050 .. 

-do-Dtre 

577.10 

O03 40 - Jan 4.42 

WJO 

*41 JO 

* 7 JO .. 





Internal tonal 

3*440 

408*0 - IjO ... 

375 93 

mjD 

- a« 





japan Smaller 

25SJO 

JJ60 —II.70 ... 

3b. 10 

2i*rej 

. 7»a 

CITY DF WESTMINSTER ASSURANCE 

Singapore a Mai 

2D5.JO 

mro - arei . . 

50X40 

521 JO 

- OJO ... 

Scarry Haaw 500 Afehary Bled 

Tokyo Fund 
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v Not with it at the Woolwich 


From MrsJ. Wise 
Sir. Last month I responded to 
a full-page Woolwich adver¬ 
tisement offering “M per cent 
growth tax-free". 

There was a “Call us free" 
telephone pumber to obtain an 
information pack. This I did. 
trying several times. Each 
time, it was ring, click, silence. 
The 100 operator said that 
there was a fault on the line. . 

On Monday I tried again.. 
This time I spake to a £irl with 
a totally “drop dead" air. I 


. totally „ 
explained the 


-v she 


“knew nothing about it" but 
said she'd send me the infor¬ 
mation pack. Guess what — it 
never came. 

On October 171 wrote to the 
Woolwich HQ at the address 
at the foot of the advertisement 
and asked for their comments. 
Guess what, again — no 
response at all. 

Is this. I ask. a good way to 
foster an image? Personally 1 
am not “with the Woolwich" 
but my hard-pressed teacher 
daughter has most of her 
savings with them. 


Finally. I managed to get 
into my local Woolwich 
branch. I Told ihis Tale, to a 
young couple who agreed it 
was rather awful, but of 
course not a local affair. He 
got the “offer" information 
together and gave me two first 
class stamps! 

I feel you ought to know the 
result of a (no doubt costly} 
advert in your paper. 

Yours faithfully, 

J. WISE. 

‘ 38 Unkswood, 

Eastbourne.- 


Banks miss 
the point 
over single 
currency 

From Mr William Skolto 
Sir, The single European 
currency remains the major 
issue dividing political par¬ 
ties. My recent experience 
suggests our banks are every 
bit as remote from other 
nations as they[were 52years 
ago. I have no axe to grind, 
bur if we were moving to¬ 
wards a unified currency, 
surely banks would be mak¬ 
ing a start with easier facili¬ 
ties for changing currencies? 

Last week I wanted only to- 
transfer a relatively small 
sum to someone living 
abroad. T inquired at the 
local brandies of Barclays, 
NarWest Midland and 
Lloyds. None seemed keen 
on the idea, although two of 
them were serious enough to 
phone their foreign ex¬ 
change bureaux in die City. 

Exchange rates varied, as 
did the charges made for 
currency conversions. Two 
of them told me that foreign 
currency dealing had bon 
suspended that day (Novem¬ 
ber IS) despite the lack of any 
official confirmation. Two 
suggested I open an account 
with them before embarking 
on any currency transfer, 
but when I agreed they 
demanded documents and 
proof of identity. In anticipa¬ 
tion I had taken my UK 



i^dbirdp 



passport with me, -but; for 
NatWest that was insuffi¬ 
cient identification. They 
wanted my driving licence 
and water bill as wdl — odd 
for a depositor. Midland 
said they would take niy 
money, but could give no 
indication how much the 
sum would amount to when 
finally converted to foreign 
currency. Lloyds simply re¬ 
fused to touch any conver- 
. sion to foreign currency. 

1 always thought the func¬ 
tion- of banks was to. deal in 
money, including the vari- 


S£b 


ous overseas currencies. 
How prepared are we to 
enter a currency union with 
Europe if simple exchange 
deals are too difficult for our 
banks? Judging by my expe¬ 
rience, 1 would guess that the 
euro must still be a century 
away. If. however, we do 
wish to open a new chapter 
and join, we will have to 
catch up very rapidly. 

Yours faithfully. ‘ 

WILLIAM SHOLTO, 
‘Laurandria*. 

Tudor Road, 

Barnet, Hertfordshire. 


Taxman spares 
nothing for 49p 

From Sir Sydney Giffgrd 
Sir. Returning from three 
weeks abroad, in early August, 
I found a demand from the In¬ 
land Revenue, due for payment 
on July 31. but which had not 
reached me before my depart¬ 
ure in the middle of that month. 
1 sent my cheque at once, with 
explanation of the delay. 

This morning I received a bill 
for 49p. being the interest calcu¬ 
lated to be due as the result of 
one week's delay in my resp¬ 
onse to the earlier demand. 
When I took my payment to the 
■ Post Office, they told me that, in 
addition to the costs already in¬ 
curred for printing, postage 
and official time, the Giro Bank 
would levy a small charge ag¬ 
ainst the IR for this transaction. 

It seems a pity that correct 
handling of what hardly am¬ 
ounts even to a trifle should be 
so expensive. But since the IR 
now debit me in advance for the 
excess which they believe I am 
likely to owe them at the end of 
the coming tax year, I find 
myself wondering what hap¬ 
pens to rather larger amounts 
of interest putatively calculable 
to be due in the other direction. 
Yours faithfully, 

SIR SYDNEY GIFFARD. 
Winkelbiny House, 

Berwick St John. 

Shaftesbury, Wiltshire. 

Duchy dues 

From Mrs Jennifer Miller 
Sir, Regarding the article by 
Susan Emmett (How the 
Duchy took over the Widow’s 
. mite, November S) which evi¬ 
dently went into the Duchy of 
Cornwall Benevolent Fund, 
the same situation obtains in 
the Duchy of Lancaster. 

Here money from intestate 
estates is paid into a Benevo¬ 
lent Fund which makes dona¬ 
tions to a wide variety of 
charitable causes, primarily 
within the County Palatine. 
However, gifts may be made, 
on the Chancellor’s authority, 
to those who might reasonably 
have expected to benefit from a 
person’s death. 

There Is an official booklet, 
called Duchy of Lancaster 
which is issued by the Duchy 
Office to explain the situation. 
Yours faithfully. 

JENNIFER MILLER. 

2 Heath view Gardens, SW15. 


The collapse of Yamaichf. 
the faurth-biggest securities 
house in Japan, sent chills 
through die world’s finan¬ 
cial markets and already- 
frail Asian economies at the 
stan of the week. Share 
prices fell in London and 
the European markets. 

□ Private investors lost £1 
billion in Peps in the last 
stock market crash, accord¬ 
ing to figures released this 
week. The Association of 
Unit Trusts and Investment 
Funds said the value of 
investments held within 
Peps fell from £35.86 billion 
in September to £34.86 bil¬ 
lion in October. Nearly £140 
far each of the 7.15 million 
Pep accounts currently open 
has been lost 

□ Prince William and 
Prince Harry will lose 
about £7 million of their 
mothers estate to the 
taxman because the Royal 
Family and Earl Spencer 
ruled out using a legal 
scheme which could have 
plunged them into contro¬ 


versy. Much of the money 
could have been-kept if the 
royals had been prepared to 
use the Barder application, 
which would reverse the 
Princess’s £17 million di¬ 
vorce settlement and re¬ 
turned it to Prince Charles. 

□ The “green" Budget on 
Tuesday tempered an aus¬ 
tere message on pay and 
spending with the promise 
of £400 million to help 
pensioners with winter fuel 
bills and E300 million for 
funding afterschool dubs 
for children. Gordon Brown, 
the Chancellor, also an¬ 
nounced VAT on home insu¬ 
lation grants is being cut 
from J75 per cent to 5 per 
cent But he delivered a 
strong message on wage 
increases, saying that “to¬ 
day’s pay rise threatens to 
become tomorrow's mort¬ 
gage rise". He again com¬ 
mitted himself to a tax 
starting rate of lOp in pound 
bur did nof grve a timescale. 
Details on toe new individ¬ 
ual savings account will be 
unveiled on Tuesday. 


Letters or information for 
Weekend Money may be 
sent by fax to 0171-782 5082. 
Letters should indude a 


daytime telephone number. 
The Times regrets it cannot 
always give individual re¬ 
plies or advice. 



Will the Sunday Too Far Away hoys leave tbe shearing shed to top up their Colonial holdings with extra shares? 

Is Colonial a snip? 


C olonial, the Austra¬ 
lian life insurer that 
demutualised last 
year, has announced details 
of its share option scheme, 
which will allow some mem¬ 
bers to buy extra shares at a 
discount Here Weekend 
Money looks at the scheme 
and whether it is worth 
buying extra stock. 

I have a policy with 
Colonial. Do I quality 
for the discount shares? 

Not unless you received 
free shares at the time of 
demutualisation. About 
260,000 people in die UK 
qualified for the windfall but 
nearly 40 per cent of them sold 
out before Dotation. More 
people have sold their shares 
this year and there are current¬ 
ly 160.000 UK shareholders. 
This latter group will qualify 
for the share option scheme. 

What was the average 
allocation of shares and 
what are they worth now? 


Typically, a UK share¬ 
holder would have re¬ 
ceived a minimum of 225 
shares and an average 630 
shares. The ordinary shares 
are now worth about AS$3B0 
(EL5S) after peaking at $4 
earlier this year. 'At an ex¬ 


change rate of A$Z45 to the 
pound, this would mean the 
minimum holding is currently 
worth £349 and the average is 
worth almost £1,000. 

How does die option 
scheme work and is 
there a time limit on the 
options? 

Each Colonial ordinary 
share issued at the time 
of Dotation has an option 
attached. These options act in 
a similar way to warrants in 
the UK, except that warrants 
can be traded separately at 
any time, while the Colonial 
options vrill only start trading 
separately from December 4. 
The option gives the holder the 
opportunity to buy another 
Colonial share at a discount of 
IS per cent to the average 
share price between Decem¬ 
ber 30 and January 20 next 
year. The options can only be 
exercised between December 4 
and February 2, 1998. After 
that time they lapse and 
become worthless. 

Is there an alternative to 
buying the extra shares, 
and how much wlD it all cost? 


around 4 cents per option, 
which means that when you 
take out the cost of selling you 
will make very little profit. The 
alternative is to exercise die 
option. You are entitled to pay 
AS$0.40 (or 17p at current 
exchange rates) towards buy¬ 
ing further shares in Colonial 
at a 15 per cent discount to die 
average share price. In ster¬ 
ling terms, this means that if 
you have 500 shares, you will 
have £85 worth of spending 
power, which at an average 
share prioe during the offer 
period of $3.40 would give you 
around 60 new shares. 


If you do nothin 
options lapse, li „ 
deride to sell the options. 
Colonial says you will receive 


the 

you 


Why were the options 
issued and is it a good 
idea to buy extra shares? 

The options were issued 
by Colonial at the time of 
flotation to enable Colonial to 
raise extra money after 
demutualisation. The options 
are underwritten by the Aus¬ 
tralian office of the investment 
bank SBC Warburg Dillon 
Read. Analysts regard the 
shares as a good buy. This is 
because a fellow mutual insur¬ 
er, Australia Mutual Provi¬ 
dent (AMP), is in the process 
of demutualising and will be 
listed on the Australian and 
New Zealand stock markets 
next year. AMP will be one of 
the ten biggest companies on 


the Australian stock exchange 
and as a result pension funds 
and other institutional shares 
holders will want to buy the 
stock. Those funds that track 
stock market indices will also 
want to increase their 
weightings but may not be able 
to get hold of as many AMP 
shares as they want and so will 
buy Colonial shares as a proxy. 
This happened in the UK 
during the summer of building 
society Dotations, when the 
banking sector received a huge 
boost as fund managers 
bought banking shares be¬ 
cause they could not get their 
hands on newly converted 
building society stock. 


What will it cost me to 
boy and sell shares? 

Ir costs notiling to buy 
extra shares through the 
option scheme. If you want to 
sell shares, the Share Centre 
in the UK is offering a service 
with a minimum charge of 
£27.50 plus Australian stamp 
duty and 0.15 per cent of the 
sale proceeds. If you want to 
sell options, the minimum cost 
is £6.75 for any amount plus 
stamp duty. From Monday, 
more information can be ob¬ 
tained from Colonial’s help¬ 
line (0845403 9078). 

Marianne Cukphey 
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the 

new instant 
access account 
that pays 7OC0/ . 

up to 7 . 25 %. 
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£5.000 - £24.999 


£25.000 - £99,999 


What's more, the Lombard Savings instant Access Account: 

♦ offers unlimited, penalty free, instant access 

♦ offers monthly* or annual interest options 

♦ is incredibly easy to open. Lombard 


Savings 


<£* Call us now on 0345 66 77 11 
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NEW CAPITAL 
GUARANTEED BOND 

i n % 

TO ■ ■ ■ NET Ol BASIC 

M WL W RATE TAX 

GUARANTEED FIRST YEAR INCOME 


lb celebrate their 150th Anniversary, a major financial 
institution has launched a 5 year Income Bond, offering 
guaranteed terms in year one and the declared aim of 
significantly outperforming p typical 90 day notice account. 
With quarterly income or growth options and the absolute 
guarantee of return of capital after 5 years this is bound to be a 
very popular issue and could well dose early. 

LIMITED ISSUE - APPLY TODAY 


*3 01273 821177 24hrs 
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Is Au 

right for 
you? 


Are you 
right 
for Au? 


9.9% APR for 
balance transfers 

13.9% APR 
standard rate 

No annual 
fee 

And up to 56 days 
interest free 


If you'd like a better kind of credit 
card, you should apply for Au - a 
new Cold MasterCard. 

Because we're very selective 
about who gets Au. our 
cardholders don't subsidise other 
people's bad debts. 

That means you pay just 9.9% 
APR for the first year on balance 





Earn at least 

£ 20,000 


Have a good 
credit record 


99 % 

APR 

balance transfers 
for 1 2 months 

13.9% APR 

standard rare 


transfers, and only 13.9% APR 
standard rate - so you enjoy 


Like to keep a 
balance 

Already have a 
credit card 


excellent value. See below to find 
out how much you could save. 

So if you think Au is right for 
you. and you're right for Au. 
cal! us free on 0800 000 197 
or send back the coupon. 

Au. Not everyone gets it. 

Will you? 


;• * . 

■So* . 

AMt 

•w 

Au Cold 
MasterCard 

Nil 

9.9% 

N/A 

Barclays 
standard Visa 

£10 

21.4% 

£205.60 

NatWest 
standard Visa 

£12 

20.8% 

£195.00 

Midland standard 
MasterCard 

£12 

20.6% 

£192.00 


Goldfish 

MasterCard 


Nil 18.9% £157.20 


Call free on 0800 00 

0 197 

! Pvdsc >clum ic, Au CanL FREEPOST SEA5002. Mine House, hrngston KT2 66R 
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Marianne Curphey explains how the current stock market crisis in Japan has arisen 

Shadows in the land of rising sums 


fTBUOlNOUYE 


T urmoil in die Asian markets, 
sharp hois in the Nikkei 225 
index and. this week, die 
collapse of one of Japan's biggest 
brokerage houses — is there more 
bad news to come bom the Far East? 
Those investors who were seduced by 
predictions three years ago that 
Japan’s recovery was just around the 
comer and by forecasts that the 
economic upturn was overdue will 
now be sitting on large losses. 
Weekend Money asks whether there 
is more pain to come, and how Japan 
will sort out its troubles this time. 


What has caused the turmoil 
in the Japanese markets? 


The Japanese stock market 
escaped the 1987 crash suffered 
by both the UK and US and soared 
ahead in 1988 and 1989. In 1990 the 
yen rose strongly against the dollar, 
making Japanese exports more ex¬ 
pensive and reducing profits for 
manufacturing companies. At the 
same lime, interest rates rose and die 
value of equities began to foil, and the 
Nikkei 225 stock market average lost 
almost half its value in a year. 

A further foil in equities came in 
1991 when the Gulf War denied 
Japanese companies the oil imports 
on which they depended heavily. 
Then in 1995 the country began to 
emerge from recession and pundits 
were selling hard the story of a 
Japanese recovery. 

Unfortunately for those investors 
who bought in at that time, the 
Japanese Government decided that 
the economy was doing so well that 
ministers raised taxes. This had the 
effect of taking 2 per cent out of the 
economy. 

Futher pressures in the form of a 
property boom and collapse, and 
international speculators moving in 
to bet on the value of die yen and 
other Far Eastern cunrendes, have 
taken their toll on the Nikkei, which 
horn a high of almost 40.000 in 1990 
has now fallen to dose at 16,636 this 
week. Over the past month alone, the 
Nikkei has dropped 5 per cent. 
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Sea of red: shell-shocked Tokyo shareholders look on in dismay as screens reveal falling share prices 


What effect has die eoUapse of 
Yamakhi, Japan’s four t h larg¬ 
est brokerage house, had on the 
markets? 

Yamaichi collapsed on Monday 
under a Y3.2 trillion (£15 billion) 
mountain of debt, triggering foils in 
tbeFTSElOO index in the UK and the 
Dow Janes on Wall Street. 

Although there have been concerns 
for several years about serious prob¬ 
lems in the banking sector. 
Yamaichi "s closure came after revela¬ 
tions of the brokers' huge hidden 


debts, known as toboshi. Rumours 
about these practices have been rife 
for several years. The practice is 
designed to conceal losses from 
regulators and companies' favoured 
clients. 

Ft involves shuffling around losses 
on a favoured clients’ account to 
another account, fay manipulating 
the records or setting up dummy 
companies to “buy" the hss. 

Oncethe news of the debts became 
public, foreign credit agencies began 
downgrading Yamaichi. banks re¬ 
called their loans and frightened 


investors started to withdraw their 
money. 


Has the Japanese Government 
taken any action? 


On Wednesday Japanese min¬ 
isters took the rare step of 
appealing for calm, amid concern 
that investors were losing confidence 
in the country's financial institutions. 
Although the country's finance min¬ 
ister and the Governor of the Bank of 
Japan asked people to “act sensibly”, 
history has shown that panic can 


easily grip stock markets. The prob¬ 
lem. according to lain Allan, director 
of strategy at the Royal Bank of 
Scotland, is that the Japanese govern¬ 
ment system is a collective one, with' 
no individual wilting to take a lane 
gamble on sorting out the mess the 
economy is in. He believes the 
burden wiH fall on the United States 
Government, which will eventually 
force die Japanese to push through 
reforms. 

What sort of action wiH the 
Japanese have Id take? 

Japanese ministers have 
pledged not to allow financial 
meltdown to take place and there is 
widespread belief that public money 
wfl] have to be used in some form to 
resolve the banking system's bad 
loan problems. Politicians have until 
now been reluctant to use public 
money for the banking system 
because a huge outcry greeted a 
decision by the Government last year 
to use tax money to help to wind up 
foiled mortgage firms. There wifl be 
more support if the money is used to 
protect depositors rather than to 
rescue firms from mismanagement 
The options available include Bank 
of Japan loans, tax revenues, and 
money from the Government's postal 
savin gs-funded Fiscal Investment 
and Loan Programme. 

How have the Nikkei 225 and 
the FTSE 100 indices pop- 
formed in this turbulence? 

Al the beginning of October the 
Nikkei 225 index stood at 
I7.842J6. It hit a low point in 
November of 15JXEL52 and now 
stands at 16,636. This compares with 
a high seven years ago of 38.915JF7. 
The FTSE 100 index, meanwhile, 
reached a high of 5330i5 in October 
this year but dropped as low as 4.711 
a fortnight ago as a currency crisis 
which started in the Far Eastern 
markets and was driven by specula¬ 
tors spread to both the United 
Kingdom and the United States. 


It’s only for the 
brave with a 
long-term view 


F und managers and 
investment advisers 
admit to feeling “bah 
tered and bruised” by the 
revelations of corruption 
and debt at the very heart of 

Japan’s economy. Many 
had been taking a very 
positive new of Japan at 
the beginning of the sum¬ 
mer. since the UK and US 
stock markets had reached 
record highs and Japan 
was still looking cheap. 

They are now ruing the 
advice they gave to cheats 
to test the water by putting 
a proportion of thrir portfo¬ 
lio into what appeared to be 
an undervalued market 
Others see the NikkePs 
tumble and the drop in the 
value of Japanese stocks as 
a buying opportunity. 
However, investing in Ja¬ 
pan now is only for the 
brave and those who can 
afford a long-term view. 

Most analysts agree dial 
there will be further fail¬ 
ures of banks or stockbrok- 
: firms and more turmoO 
: the economy and the 
fortunes of the stock market 
start to i mpro ve. 

Those who are bullish 
about the market urge in¬ 
vestors to jade unit or 
investment trusts winch 
concentrate on the “blue 
chips”— good quality com¬ 
panies like Sony — which 
will receive international 
support v . 

Jason Hollands, a direc¬ 
tor of BESt Investment; 
says those people wh» have 
already bought info Japan 
should sit tight “There 
really is no alternative,” be 
said. "Now that the bank¬ 
ing sector’s problems have 
been brought out into the 
open there is hope that they 


will be sorted ouL At last, 
slowly. Japan will be 
brought into the real world. 
In the past companies wife 
finanrinl problems have 
closed overseas branches 
rather than sack workers in 
Japan. Now Japan is com¬ 
ing to terms with the fact 
feat unemployment is part 
of a modem e c onomy. Ja¬ 
pan may be about to discov¬ 
er Thatcherism.” 

- lain Allan, fee Royal 
Bank of Scotland’s director 
of strategy adds that al¬ 
though manufacturing 
companies have learnt to be 
lean and mean, banks are 
still full of people wife no 
real jobs who are kept on 
because it would be a great 
embarrassment to fire 
them. 

Mr Hollands forecasts 
feat the coming months 
will see fund managers 
buying up quality com¬ 
panies and recommends 
the Newton Japan unit 
trust, which invests in only 
40 companies. This is a 
market for good stockpkk- 
ers," he said 

Over the past three years. 
Newton Japan’s unit trust 
has lost 13 per cent of its 
value, compared wife 
Schroder Tokyo, which bas 
lost almost 20 per cent over 
the same period and Fiddi- 
ly Japan, at 24 per cent 
Although these are hardly 
cheering figures, he be¬ 
lieves Newton’s narrow fo¬ 
cus wfll protect it from 
exposure to some of fife 
worst of Japan’s economic 
problems. ' For the more 
wary investors, a policy of 
“wait and see" is the best 
option. 

Marianne Curphey 
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An average 
annual 
return of 



since 

1980 


The Scottish Eastern Investment Trust is anything 
but average. Look at the benefits of investing in it 
through the Martin Currie Savings Plan: 

>» An international portfolio of some 350 companies 
across 30 countries 

>■ No initial or annual charge t 
»- Save from just £20 a month. Or invest lump 
sums from just £200 

»■ Average annual returns of 18.1%* since 1980 

>- And if you want tax free returns, it’s also available 
through our PEP 


Scottish Eastern 



MARTI N-CURRIE 


Rjr more derate about the Savings Plan dand/br PEP □ (Plate Odd, smd the 
coupon to Martin Cume, FREEPOST 960, Ecfinburgh EH1 2ZX. (OodccapKafa) 

NAME- 

ADDRESS. - 


-POSTCODE. 
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Call 0800 132 647 
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J udging by their reaction 
to the “green” Budget on 
Tuesday, accountants felt 
at a loss to know what to say. 
Deprived of any stimulus in 
the Chancellor's speech, they 
have started conjuring the 
most frightening of familiar 
spectres — it’s Gordon 
Brown, he’s back and this 
time he wants another multi¬ 
billion slug out of your pen¬ 
sion fund 

The cause of the concern is 
capital gains tax (CGTT). just 
one of many subjects upon 
which the Iron Chancellor had 
precious little to say. Having 
launched a review of CGT in 
his July Budget. Mr Brown 
stopped taking consultation on 
it last month- This week he 
announced that he would de¬ 
liver a verdict in the proper 
Budget next spring. 

Meanwhile investors and 
their financial advisers are 
oh tenterhooks. All dial is 
known about CGT reform so 
for is that it fits in the centre 


All eyes on CGT future 

Gavin Lumsden on hopes and fears over changes to capital taxation 


of the Government's drive to 
create a long-term investment 
culture in Britain. 

Al the moment CGT plays a 
relatively minor role on the 
fiscal stage, taxing people on 
investment gains over £6,500 
a year at the individual’s 
highest marginal rate for 
income tax. Last year it 
affected 100,000 people, who 
paid £1.2 billion into the gov¬ 
ernment coffers. 

However. CGT is complex 
and costly to administer and 
is widely expected to be 
replaced by a two-tier system 
that would penalise short¬ 
term investment gains while 
exempting profits made from 


assets held for more than ten 
years. 

Elspeth May, tax partner in 
KPMG, believes that the rate 
of CGT should be cut by 4 per 
cent for every year an asset is 
held. This would prevent the 
tax distorting investment de¬ 
risions, she’says. 

N one of this is particu¬ 
larly controversial. 
What has got finan¬ 
cial experts worried is the 
prospect of the tax being 
levied on pension funds, a 
move that would raise be¬ 
tween £1 billion and £15 
billion for the Inland Revenue 
each year. This would be on 


top of the £3.6 billion smash- 
and-grab raid that the Chan¬ 
cellor pulled off in July when 
he prevented pension funds 
from reclaiming the 20 per 
cent tax on dividends from 
shares... 

Maurice Fitzpatrick, of 
Chantrey VeQacofr, said: “For 
wery £2 of UK equity held by 
individuals, £4 is held by 
pension funds. From an intel¬ 
lectual point of view, if the 
Chancellor is serious about 
erasing short-term ism, he 
would have to in clude pen ¬ 
sion funds." Mr Fitzpatrick 
says that the Government has 
already shown itself to be 
disposed to imposing a dis¬ 


guised tax via pension funds 
and that it would find the 
money useful in achieving its 
aim of setting a lOp basic rate 
of tax. • • 

John Whiting, of Price 
Waterhouse, agrees. He said: 
“CGT has traditionally al¬ 
ways been a gap pfagger in 
the Government's anti-tax 
avoidance strategy and not a 
revenue raiser. However, I 
feel the r e fonn is processing 
far more in the way of the 
latter." 

Ending the CGT exemption 
that occupational and person¬ 
al pension funds currently 
enjoy would be a politically 
sensitive move for the Gov- 
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eminent, which is already 
committed to pensions reform . 

as part of its plan to enoour- w 
age people to save more for 
thrir retirement. 

The National Association of 
Pension Fluids, whose mem¬ 
bers manage the £300 bilfian 
of assets that would be affect¬ 
ed.- rightly claims feat pen¬ 
sion funds are already long¬ 
term investors. Stamp duty 
on purchases is sufficient 
discouragement from engag¬ 
ing In speculative trading. 
However, the association says 
dial funds • need maximum 
investment flexibility to pro¬ 
vide income for pensioners. 

I n other areas, the Chan¬ 
cellor's lack of detail may 
be good news for inves¬ 
tors. Mr Brown did not, a s§L 
expected, abolish reinvest¬ 
ment relief, which allows 
people to escape'CGT on in¬ 
vestment gains by reinvesting 
their profits in unquoted com¬ 
panies. Investors and provid¬ 
ers of enterprise investment 
schemes and venture capital 
trusts, which" thrive on this 
relief, live to see another day, 
it seems. 

If the Government does 
move to a twotier system for 
CGT, it may herald the end of 
the indexation calculation, 
much to the relief of investors 
plagued by. its camptarity 
since its introduction in 1982. 
Indexation allows investors to 
use rises In the retail price 
index to reduce their taxable jp- 
gains. Fbr example; an invert- 
raent bought in 1992 at£l,000 
and sold today at' £5.000 
would produce a gain of 
£4,000. If inflation has beat 20 
-per cent, investors can sub¬ 
tract 20 per cent of their orig¬ 
inal investment (£200) cutting 
their taxable, gain to £3300. 
Accountants say that this sum 
will be a nightmare for people 
completing , self-assessment 
forms. Besides, they add. if foe 
Government succeeds in key¬ 
ing inflation low, it will be¬ 
come increasingly irrelevant 
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I f your will is out of date and 
you have yet to sort out what 
will happen to your financial 
5 na| rs after your death, the 
green" Budget .last Tuesday 
have been your wake-up 

The Chancellor's decision not to 
change the inheritance tax rules In 
the Budget means that an over¬ 
haul is likely to be top of his list in 
April, and yon have four months 
in which to make the most of die 
current generous allowances. 

Gordon Brown is believed to 
regard the present system as 
unsatisfactory and unfair since it 
is. effectively; a voluntary tax paid 
only by those who have failed to 
plan propedy and tends to hit the 
middle classes harder than the 
seriously rich. For example, a man 
living in the South of England 
with £100,000 of investments and 
a house worth £200,000 would be 
liable for tax at 40 per cent on 
£85.000, that is £34.000. 

The Treasury loses millions of 
pounds of potential revenue from 
inheritance tax every year because 
skilled accountants can maximise 
the exemptions under the current 
system. Reforming inheritance tax 
would be a simple way for the 
Chancellor to raise more revenue 
without penalising the low paid. 

At present, inheritance tax is 
charged at 40 per cent on all assets 
worth more than £215,000 in an 
estate. About 15 mflKon people 


Wake-up call to protect your heirs 


living In the UK will share 
inheritance windfalls of £26 bil¬ 
lion this year, a si milar sum to the 
recent windfalls from the Halifax. 
Norwich Union. Woolwich and 
Northern Rock flotations put 
together. 

So with four months to go 
before any potential changes are 
made, what can those with estates 
and those who expect windfalls do 
to reduce their tax liability? 

Maurice Fitzpatrick, a senior 
tax partner with Chantrey 
Vellacott the accountant, says 
careful financial planning try the 
wealthy could reduce substantial¬ 
ly, or even elimina te, inheritance 
tax liability by giving away assets 
during one’s lifetime: 


CURRENT RULES 


■ Making transfers from your 
estate:.. 

At present, if an individual’s estate 
is worth.£215,000 or less when he 
or she dies, there is no tax to pay. 
Similarly, gifts of £3,000 per donor 
a year are free of tax. Anything 
over that potentially becomes lia¬ 
ble to tax. If you do not take 
advantage of this exemption each 
year, It is lost However, if you 


Marianne Ciirphey says Brown may reform inheritance tax 


make a gift of more than £3.000 it 
will not attract tax as long as the 
donor lives for more than seven 
years after so doing. 

This is known as the potentially 
exempt transfer (Pet). The growth 
in the value of the Pet is excluded 
from ary assessment of the value 
of the estate from the first day of 
the transfer. 

When inheritance tax is. being 
assessed, any amount . aver 
£215.000 is taxed at 40 per cent On 
an estate of £300,000 there would 
be £34,000 lax to pay, while on an 
estate of £2 million, more than 
£700,000 would be due. 

If you leave money to charity, 
the donation is exempt from 
inheritance tax. 

■ Capital gains tax liability ; 

Even though making a transfer is 
usually a wise move, it may cost 
money in the form of capital gains 
tax, says David Aaron, who runs a 
financial advisory service iniMil- 
ton Keynes. When you make a gift 
the Inland Revenue regards it as a 
disposal for capital gains tax 
purposes. The CGT allowance for 


each individual this year is £6500 
and you will pay tax at your 
highest rate on the balance if your 
assets have appreciated by more 
than this figure since you began 
investing in them. 

Mr Aaron says: “It is possible to 
get around CGT by using ‘hold¬ 
over’ relief via a discretionary 
trust." An accountant or tax advis¬ 
er and some financial advisers can 
do this for you. 


LIKELY CHANGES 


■ Abolishing the seven-year rule / 
abolishing Pets: 

The Government could abolish the 
seven-year rule in April's Budget 
and.impose inheritance rax on any 
gift transferred during your life¬ 
time. Some tax experts suggest 
that instead of getting rid of the 
seven-year rule he could extend the 
timescale so that any gifts given 20 
years before your death would be 
exempt from inheritance tax. 
However, it would be very difficult 
for people to make the most of the 
latter option since it would be hard 


to estimate how much money they 
would need to keep to fond their 
own lifestyle over two decades. - 

Alternatively, the tax might be 
calculated on the cumulative total 
of lifetime gifts plus the value of 
the estate at the time of death. 

Mr Fitzpatrick thinks that the 
Chancellor might impose a lower 
limit from the current 40 per cent 
on the first £100.000 over and 
above £215,000 nil band. Mr 
Brown could target the seriously 
wealthy by raising inheritance rax 
to 60 per cent of all estates worth 
more than £1 million. 

John Bartersbv. personal finan¬ 
cial services partner of KPMG, the 
accountants, believes abolishing 
lifetime gifts would cause an ad¬ 
ministrative burden. He said: “It 
does not seem realistic to expea 
taxpayers to keep records of all gifts 
throughout their lives as abolition 
of the rule could require." 

M Abolition of business property 
relief and agricultural relief: 

It is currently possible to siphon 
off some assets that would normal¬ 
ly be subject to inheritance tax by 


using schemes that trigger tax 
relief, Mr Aaron says. 

These include excluded property 
trusts, where someone who is not 
domiciled in the UK can make 
investments offshore that will be 
exempt from inheritance tax for 
ever, even if you become a UK 
resident later. 

Business and agricultural prop¬ 
erty relief were designed to prevent 
the break-up of bona fide family 
businesses, but the Government is 
concerned that these reliefs may be 
abused. Both reliefs are likely to be 
scrapped in any reform of inheri¬ 
tance tax. 

■ Changing a will after death: 

It is possible to avoid inheritance 
tax by changing a will after the 
person has died to make it more 
lax-efficient. Although this is used 
in cases where people had not 
updated a will for many years and 
family circumstances had chang¬ 
ed. the Government believes some 
people are abusing the spirit of the 
law to avoid tax. 


ACTION BY APRIL 


1. Draw up a will. 

2. Make an estimate of your 
wealth. 


3. Use existing exemptions, includ¬ 
ing the nil rate band. 

4. Make use of potentially exempt 
transfers (Pets). 

5. Invest in nil or lower taxed 
assets, which include agricultural 
land, private trading companies 
and woodland. 

6. Create a lifetime discretionary 
trust to ensure that when one half 
of a married couple dies, the 
inheritance passed to the survivor 
is not taxed when the survivor 
dies. 

7. Leave Lloyd’s assets to your 
children. 


OTHER POINTS 


Mr Aaron, and Mike War burton, 
of Grant Thornton, both highlight 
the importance of incorporating 
death-in-service benefits from em¬ 
ployers into your inheritance tax 
planning. 

For example, suppose your 
spouse receives a large sum as 
part of the benefits from your 
occupational pension scheme 
when you die. When your spouse 
dies, they will then be caught for 
inheritance tax. 

Mr Aaron makes the suggestion 
that people should ensure that 
death benefits are paid into a 
suitable trust that will enable them 
to bypass the estate of the surviv¬ 
ing spouse, but without denying 
the spouse income or capital from 
the trust. 



Having a will of your own 


Inheritance problems: the late Princess, with Prince Harry and Prince William 


L awyers still cannot un¬ 
derstand why Diana. 
Princess of Wales did 
not update her will after her 
£17 million divorce settlement 
Had she done so, she could 
have ensured that her heirs, 
the two Princes, would have 
.avoided much of the hefty 
inheritance-tax they now face. 

• There are several ways of 
avoiding inheritance tax. most 
of which involve giving away 
your assets during your life in 
order to reduce the value of 
your estate. But this is not 
always ideal, especially if you 
are still young. 

Clive Scort-Hopkins. direc¬ 
tor at Towry law Financial 
Services, said: “If you cannot 
‘beat’ it through divestment, 
then ‘meet’ it instead through 
a trust life policy." 

According to Mr Scott-Hop- 
kins the Princess should have 
taken out a life policy in trust 
for William and Hany to fund 
her large potential 1HT liabil¬ 
ity, which on £17 million is 
about £6.7 million. The trust, 
created by means of her updat¬ 
ed will, would have cancelled 
out capita] gains tax on her 
death also. A lew-cost whole 
life polity costs around £6,000 
per £1 million for a fit 36-year- 
old female, which would have 


The only way to ensure assets stay in the family is to 
keep your legal wishes up-to-date, says Susan Emmett 


translated into an annual pre¬ 
mium of about £40.000 for the 
Princess. 

As inheritance tax is pay¬ 
able up to seven years after 
such an arrangement, she 
could have taken out insur¬ 
ance policies to protea against 
tax liability had she died 
within that period. 

Yet, according to Richard 
Bark-Jones, a partner at 
Morecrofr Urquhart in Liver¬ 
pool. it is fairly unusual for 
such a young person to consid¬ 
er these measures. “Normally 
an average 36-year-old would 
not be thinking of setting up 
these sorts of trusts." he said. 
“But then again an average 36- 
year-old does not have a £17 
million divorce settlement.” 

However surprising it may 
seem that the Princess did not 
update her will and make 
suitable arrangements for re¬ 
ducing IHT liability, she is not 
alone. Only one -in three 
people-ever makes a wiU and 
many fail to review them after 
a life-changing event such as 
marriage or divorce. Mar¬ 


riage automatically invali¬ 
dates a will made before the 
wedding. 

Although the foil details of 
the Princess's will have not 
been disclosed, it is known 
that she wished the majority of 
her estate to go to her two sans. 
It is unlikely that this would 
have changed in a new will but 
lawyers, such as Mr Scott- 
Hopklns. are keen to 
emphasise the importance of 
keeping your will up-to-date. 


A lthough marriage in¬ 
validates a will, divorce 
does nor but it negates 
any benefits to the former 
spouse. Therefore, it is impor¬ 
tant to rethink who your new 
beneficiaries will be and how 
to minimise liability. 

If your estate is straightfor¬ 
ward. organising your own 
will can be relatively easy. 
High street stationers do sell 
DIY packs. But solicitors ad¬ 
vise care because a will needs 
to meet certain legal require¬ 
ments for it to be valid. Unless 
it is witnessed by two people 


who are not beneficiaries, for 
instance, it is worthless. 

If your estate is more com¬ 
plex and your assets worth 
more than £215.000, the 
threshold for inheritance tax, 
then a trip to the solicitors is 
certainly recommended as he 
or she can give you guidance 
on how to mitigate inheritance 
tax liability and help to set up 
trusts. 

You do not need to be a 
Spencer to have an estate 
worth more than £215,000. By 
the time you count the house, 
the fomiture you put in it and 
the car, the threshold will 
quickly disappear. 

Inheritance tax may take a 
large chunk of your estate but 
dying intestate could mean 
your heirs get even less. If you 
do not make a will, the 
Government will do it for you. 
The law pnly recognises rela¬ 
tives with a direa blood link so 
your hard-earned wealth 
might end up in the taxman’s 
pocket as there are stria rules 
dictating where your money 
goes if you die intestate. 


An ordinary will costs 
around £50 and a couple 
making similar wills would be 
charged £75. Personal recom¬ 
mendation is the best way to 
choose a solicitor. If friends 
and colleagues cannot help, 
lists of solicitors can be found 
in bank libraries. Citizens 
Advice Bureaux and the solici¬ 
tors’ Family Law Assoriation. 
Will-writing services, insur¬ 
ance companies, building soci¬ 
eties and banks can also help 
with preparing wills. 

After making an appoint¬ 
ment. it helps to list all your 
assets. Include insurance poli¬ 
cies and any property that you 
own, as well as valuable 
possessions. You will also 
have to list Premium Bonds, 
although they are not transfer¬ 
able. 

Once your will is sorted our 
you will need to appoint an 
executor who will ensure your 
wishes are carried out after 
your death. Your bank or your 
solicitors will art as executors 
but as both will charge you for 
the privilege, if is best to 
appoint a dose friend of the 
family, a relative or grown-up 
children. You can have more 
than one executor and they 
can be a beneficiary of your 
estate. 


Thought for the day 
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Don't 
you from 


Short term market volatility has not 
changed our view about the merits of 
the smaller company investment 
theme. Consequently, we ana 
launching two funds designed to 
exploit the value now offered by 
smaller companies. 

Guinness Flight Global Smaller 
Companies Fund offers a diversified 
approach to smaller company 
investment and can take advantage erf 
opportunities wherever they may 
occur. Guinness Flight European 
Smaller Companies Fund offers a 
route into the ‘new era' of smaller 
company investment In continental 
Europe. 



Three reasons why small is smart. 


4> Short term volatility provides long term investment 
'opportunities. We believe that the current period of equity 
market volatility is creating many a ttract i ve investment 
opportunities, particularly in the smaller company sector 
where real value can now be found. 

^Since 1995, smaller companies have under- 
performed their larger counterparts. The environment 
for smaller companies remains dynamic in the US and 
Europe. In the US, Investors are already focusing on the 
‘valuation gap' between larger and smaller companies, 
tfln Europe, change is creating opportunity. With large 
^sections of European industry becoming accessible to 
investors for the first time, through new share issues, the 
range of smaller company investment opportunities has 
never been greater. 
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Graham Searjeant 
looks for light 
in the gloom 


MONEY 


The importance 
of keeping your 
will up to date 



Caroline Merrell on the changes facing married couples and single parents 


.aMuuFlipa 1 Brown turns 



S hirley Hutchinson. a 28-year-old single 
mother from North London, is one at 
whom the money for childcare is targeted. As 
a freelance record production assistant, Ms 
Hutchinson's hours are erratic, and she will 
often work beyond normal school hours. 

Her son Sebastian will have to be looked 


after for a couple of hours after school and 
she said she welcomed any change that 
would make childcare simpler and cheaper. 

She said: “The out-of-school club costs 
around £5 a session. Over a month die costs 
could be as high as £100. anything that 
makes this cheaper would be welcomed." 


Poor miss out on 10% tax rate 


T he Chancellor again re¬ 
iterated the Govern¬ 
ment’s commitment to a 
10 per cent starting rate of tax 
in the green Budget (Caroline 
Merrell writes). 

Gordon Brown said; “To 
maximise rewards from work, 
a lOp starting rate of tax and a 
reform of benefit tapers will 
be introduced when it is prud¬ 
ent to do so." In principle, acc¬ 
ountants welcomed the pledge 
on the 10 percent tax rate, but 
said the richest would benefit 
most from die low tax band. 

The Government gave no 
indication about how it in¬ 
tends to fund a low starting 
rate of tax. or how it would int¬ 
eract with the current tax 
structure. At the moment. 


every individual can earn 
£4.045 before they pay any 
tax, the next £4,100 attracts 20 
per cent tax, while the next 
£21,999 attracts 23 per cent tax. 

Those who earn more than 
£30,145 have to pay tax at the 
highest rate of 40 per cent on 
anything above that amount 
John Whiting, lax partner at 
Price Waterhouse, said: “In 
principle it is a good idea. But 
it will not solve everything." 
He pointed out that the very 
low paid were not interested 
in tax rates. He claimed they 
were far more concerned 
about losing benefits when 
they started work. 

Mr Whiting believes the 
Government could fund the 
tax cut by not allowing the two 


Barclays 

claims 

lmnew 

account 

holders 


SIMON WALKER 


A bout one million disen¬ 
chanted people have op¬ 
ened accounts at Barclays 
this year after their banks 
failed fo give good service 
(Susan Emmett writes).. 

Disgruntled customers no 
longer put up with bad 
banking and are switching 
like never before. Bui some 
stay with the traditionaL 
Barclays says it has bad an 
“outstanding” year. 

But increased competition 
on the high street from 
newcomers such as Virgin 
One, Virgin Direct’s new 
account combining a flexi¬ 
ble mortgage and current 
account, means account 
holders are spoilt for choice. 

First Direct. Midland's 
telephone banking arm. wel¬ 
comed 130.000 new account 
holders and some 150,000 
joined the Halifax, the coun¬ 
try’s largest building society. 

Jodi Comofsky, 23. is one 
of the disaffected customers 
who left her old bank bec¬ 
ause it failed to offer the ser¬ 
vice she needed. Jodi joined 
Fust Direct for the conveni¬ 
ence of telephone banking. 


Gloves are off. page 54 



attention to 


family matters 


T he family was very 
much the focus of the 
Chancellor's Budget 
statement this week. 
Gordon Brown proposed a 
radical overhaul of the family 
credit system that could bring 
, to an end the independent 
taxation for husbands and 
wives introduced only six 
years ago. The move could 
mean a rebellion among the 
millions of dual-earnings mid¬ 
dle class couples who voted 
Labour into power. 

Mr Brown also unveiled a 
£300 million package for 
childcare, aimed at increasing 
the number of places in after- 
school clubs. The latter move 
was seen by some as a step 
towards granting tax relief on 
the costs of childcare. 

The overhaul of the present 
system of family credit will 
mean that workers mil receive 
the benefit in their pay packet 
in the form of reduced tax — it 
will be termed a working- 
family tax credit (WFTC). 

Family credit is currently 
paid to families with income of 
less than £77 a week. The basic 
benefit is worth £47.65 per 
family. Benefits of between £12 
a week and £34 a week are also 
paid out for each dependent 
child. Around £2 billion a year 
is spent on family credit arid it 
is worth an average of £57 a 
week for each family that 
claims it 

In America, where there is 
no independent taxation, the 
WFTC is based on the joint 
income of husband and wife. 

Reintegration of family in¬ 
come for tax purposes could 


million or so 40 per cent tax 
payers to benefit from the 
lower rate of tax 

John Battersby. of KPMG, 
also welcomed the proposed 
changes, but said the pledge 
by the Government was of 
little use. as there was no 
detail to back it up. 

According to figures from 
KPMG, if the 20 per cent tax 
band was simply exchanged 
for a 10 per cent tax band, 
using this year's figures, the 
most that could be saved 
would be £410. Anyone earn¬ 
ing over £8,045 would benefit 
from this maximum saving: 
Anyone earning under this 
amount would save less. For 
example, someone earning 
£7.500 would only save £545. 


Brown’s 
day of 
reckoning 
for Isa 


A s the nation embarks 
on the Christinas 
spending spree, file 
Chancellor wants us to 
pause a while to think 
about saving. Next Tues¬ 
day sees the publication 
of a consultation docu¬ 
ment on the individual 
savings account (Isa), the 
replacement for the Pep 
arid the Tessa. 

Those who can think 
about thrift instead of 
turkeys may not be over¬ 
whelmed by Gordon 
Brown's generosity. 
There is speculation flud 
the tax relief may be 
restricted to 10 per cent 
The Halifax the largest 
provider of Tessas and of 
Pbp mortgages, is ques¬ 
tioning the timing of the 
Isa launch, scheduled for 
April 1999. The Halifax 
points out that many insti¬ 
tutions will be preoccu¬ 
pied with the 
reorganisation of systems 
for the millennium. 

The Isa proposals must 
reconcile a number of 
conflicting interests. The 
account will be primarily 
designed to appeal to 
those on law incomes but 
must not alienate better 
off investors who may 
also wish to take advan¬ 
tage of the new account. 

John Whiting, tax part¬ 
ner at Price Waterhouse; 
the accountants, says: 
The Chancellor must 
make sure that there is 
some tax incentive for the 
average investor: the type 
of person already saving 
in Peps. 

“If the incentives are 
not sufficiently appeal¬ 
ing, then those with 
money in Peps will not be 
interested in transferring 
into Isas. If they decide to 
cash in their Pep hold¬ 
ings, there could be seri¬ 
ous consequences for the 
stock market There 
would also be implicar 
dons for die consumer 
spending' figures if they 
ttedded to embark on a 
spending spree." 


Anne Ashworth 


mean that a couple with 
partners each earning £233,000 
a year would become liable to 
higher-rate tax adding £4,000 
to their annual tax tall. 

However, Mr Brown 
emphasised that no final deci¬ 
sion had been made. "If you 
look at America, for example, 
their earned income tax credit 
is now available to 18 million 
people, whereas in Britain 
family credit is available to 
only 700,000 people. So we 
want fo lode at how we can 
help more low-paid workers to 
gain benefits from their work,” 
hesakL 

The Institute of Fiscal Stud¬ 
ies, the independent body, said 
that WFTC would be almost 
impossible fo administer un¬ 
less the entire family income 
was tak$n in to account If it 
was not, it could lead to a 
situation where, for example, a 
low-paid secretary benefited 
from file tax credit despite file 
fact that her husband earned a 
substantia] sum. The IFS also 
said the problems could arise 
as the tax credit would inevita¬ 
bly end up in the hands of the 
working partner-- usually the 
male. It would not necessarily 
reach its target, the family. 

The Government also gave 
an unexpected boost to the 
childcare lobby. Mr Brown 
unveiled plans to spend a total 
of £300 million over five years 
on delivering help to working 
parents. The money will be 
spent cm setting up a total of 
30,000 out-of-school dubs, 
which will provide one million 
new childcare places. The cash 
will also be used to tram 


50.000 unemployed people as 
child carers. The changes will 
be particularly helpful to sin¬ 
gle parents. Gingerbread, the 
charity that, campaigns cm 
behalf of single-parent fam¬ 
ilies, said there are around 1.7 
million single-parent families 
bringing up 2.9 children, rep¬ 
resenting nearly a quarter of 
all households with dependent 
children. 

Many single parents are 
dependent on slate benefits, 
many find it difficult to work 
because the costs of childcare 
make it economically unvia- 
hje. At the moment there are 
about3.400 out-of-school dubs 
providing childcare for 
around 150,000 children. 


A Gingerbread 

spokeswoman said 
the £300 million give¬ 
away by the Chan¬ 
cellor was extremely welcome. 
She said it pointed to a 
Government that was more 
sympathetic to helping work¬ 
ing parents. She said: “We 
would welcome'an opportuni¬ 
ty to consult on who the carers 
should be." She also pointed 
out that some of the £300 
million should be used • to 
make sure that the childcare 
places were available to the 
poorest people; 

Harriet Harman. Secretary 
of Stale for Soda! Security, 
said: “It is an investment 
which could transform all 
parents’ lives, particularly 
lone parents. Next year, the 
first year of file programme, 
we will make £40 million 
available.” 
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Nicholas Wood and Katherine Bergen 


look at the woman the Conservatives ho 


will inject glamour into their blighted 




I n less than a month Ffion Jenkins, 
mice nicknamed the “Princess of 
Wales” by jealous classmates at her 
Welsh comprehensive, will many 
William Hague , amid the gothic 
splendour of the House of Commons 
crypt .. ., ’ \' . • 

Conservative at 

the prospect of a touch of glamour in their 
lacklustre team, are already suggesting 
that the political wedding erf the decade 
will prove the platform for a Tory 
recovery. ... 

Ffion. aged 29, is blonde, pretty, clever, 

discreet and fiercely ambi- _ 

tkius. Known as “Jolly Jen- 
kins" to her friends, she has a Fu( 
mega-watt smile and, accord- 
ing to her dress designer, the Still ( 
figure of Marilyn Monroe. ^ i _ 
To Conservatives who have 
never quite got over the de- 1£p 

mise of their last high-octane _ ° 

blonde, this is an enticing jjl 

prospect Margaret Thatcher 
was once famously described SOC 

by Francois Mitterrand as c\irc , 

having the eyes of Caligula i 

but the mouth of Miss Mon- o, 

roe. Battle-scarred Tories, still 01 

shellshocked by the scale of WelSj 

their election defeat are hop- 

ing that Ffion will bring some Se 

of that long-lost star quality to 

their rather dreary little party. "" 

As The Times disclosed earlier this 
week, Mr Hague has yet to make much of 
an impression on the British public. 
Groups of voters interviewed in depth for 
the Tory high command have likened him 
to a dormouse or a Yorkshire terrier — a 
rather brutal way of saying that he has 
made Httle impact 

Mr Hague's image-makers hope that 
with the help of Ffion, the wedding 
ceremony on December 19 in the crypt 
chapel also known as St Mary's Under¬ 
croft, in the Palace of Westminster, will 
help to put their man on the political map. 

As befits a former civil servant Ffion is 
playing ha- cards dose to her chest so far 
giving no interviews about her fast- 
approaching big day. Wedding invitations 
have gone exit to about 200 dose friends 
and family, and the wedding breakfast — 
a loose term as the meal itself takes place 
after the 2pm ceremony — will also be 
staged inside foe palace; at Speaker’s 
House. The invitations stipulate morning 
iress but no confetti They take foe 


Ffion is 
still one of 
the leading 
lights 
in the 
so-called 
SWS society 
— Social, 
Welsh and 
Sexy 


unusual appearance of a souvenir booklet 
tied by a cream bow with her parents 
Emyr and Myra Jenkins calling upon 
guests in English on foe right of foe centre 
pages and Welsh on foe left. 

The marriage ceremony of Ffion Jen¬ 
kins to William Jefferson Hague will be 
Bilingual. This is hardly surprisin g, for 
Ffion is-best known as the woman who 
taught William the rudiments of foe 
Welsh language. A leading light in foe 
SWS society — Social Welsh and Sexy — 
she was determined that he should not 
repeal the mistake of her former boss John 
_ Redwood, whose career nose¬ 
dived when, as Welsh Secre- 
n IS tary, he was exposed as not 

- knowing the words of the 

Tie Ot Welsh national anthem. 

, j* _ When William took over foe 

AUulg top j 0 b m Cardiff, Ffion spent 
its two hours singing to him until 

he was word perfect We are 
he expected to believe foal this 

1T ' tryst — at the White Horse 

Lil0u pub in Betws-y-Coed on a hot 

summers day in 1995 — was 
OCKiTy purely professional 

Whether it was or not 
William, in keeping with his 
1 and stolid Yorkshire background, 

- took a while to make up his 
<y mind. A year passed before he 

asked her out but after that he 
showed a decisiveness (me 
would expect in a possible future prime 
minister. Within four months, and three 
months before the election, he had 
proposed marriage. He is now taking 
lessons in Welsh from a professional tutor. 

Ffion was a brunette at Ysgol Gyfun 
Glantaf, a Welsh-speaking high school in 
Llandaff. Cardiff. But although her hair¬ 
style has moved with the times, and adash 
of peroxide, she has stayed true to her 
roots in the upper echelons of foe 
Crachach, a network of well-connected 
Welsh-speaking families who nin the 
Principality's quangos and institutions. To 
those who regard them as “petty gentry, 
conceited upstarts and snobs", they are 
better known as the Taffia. 

One friend describes her as “Welsh 
Nationalist with a small n” which might 
make for some excitable pillow talk about 
the merits of William’s distaste for 
devolution. But foe truth appears to be 
that Ffion’s enthusiasm for things Welsh 

Continued on page 3 




Ffion. aged 29, is blonde, pretty, clever, discreet and fiercely ambitious. Known as “Jolly Jenkins”, she has the figure of Marilyn Monroe 
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Dons who dice with Mr Chips 


Cambridge 
can’t resist Bill 
Gates, or his 
money, says 

Philip Delves 
Broughton 


A n unseasonably 
large crowd parked 
their bicycles in the 
frost outside Lady 
Mitchell Hall, one of Cam¬ 
bridge's largest lecture rooms, 
earlier this month. They had 
come ro hear Professor Quen¬ 
tin Skinner, who was giving 
his first lecture as the univer¬ 
sity's Regius Professor of Mod¬ 
em History. 

Skinner's lectures have al- 
. ways been crowd-pullers, 
from the moment he was 
[elected into a college fellow- 
-ship at 21, straight after gradu¬ 
ation. This time, however, as 
Tie spoke about the l7th-csn- 
Tfury argument between 
;Hobbes and Harrington on 
-rite subject of liberty, there was 
'something different in the air. 
.The packed hall and the style 
•of Skinner's talk, delivered in 
.measured sentences without a 
single visual aid, offered the 
most stylish possible rebuff to 
Cambridge science. 

“It was extraordinary.” says 
Professor Gillian Beer, presi¬ 
dent of Clare Hall and the 
chairman of this year's Booker 
Prize panel. “There were 
people hanging from the 
rafters. It was a classic, big- 
argument arts and human- 
ides lecture which showed that 
the scientists do nut have the 
monopoly on good teaching.” 

Skinner’s lecture offered a 
rare chance for those in the 
arts and humanities to re¬ 
group. As so often in Cam¬ 
bridge's 700-year history, in 
“the past year, the arts have 
■been feeling science's boor on 
their neck. This time the 
pressure is greater than ever. 
Cambridge is fast becoming 
the nursery for the global 
•computer revolution, and both 
■town and gown are struggling 
to cope. 

Last month. Bill Gates, the 
diairman of Microsoft and the 
world's richest businessman, 
visited the university after 
.donating £10 million for a new 
•university computer labora¬ 
tory and announcing the in¬ 
vestment of £50 million over 
ten years in a research and 
.development centre in Cam¬ 
bridge which would draw on 
university expertise. 

It was like a papal blessing 
for those who. since the early 
Seventies, had fumed Cam¬ 
bridge and its surrounding 
area into Silicon Fen. an East 


WOftLD PICTURES 



Bill Gates, the chairman of Microsoft and the world's richest businessman, visited Cambridge last month after donating £10 million for a new university computer laboratory 


Anglian version of California's 
Silicon Valley, the birthplace 
of the modem computer in-, 
dustry. There are around 600 
high-tech firms in and around 
the city, employing 19,000 
people, many at die leading 
edge of biotechnology and 
computer science. Gates had 
picked them to join him in the 
van of what he calls the new 
industrial revolution. 

Gates’s visit, however, made 
many in the university uncom¬ 
fortable. The meeting repre¬ 
sented for some the capitula¬ 
tion of Cambridge science tu 
commerce. And the boom in 
high-tech industries around 
Cambridge, which owes so 
much tu the international 
prestige of the university, is 
threatening life in the city. 


which remains at heart a 
small, medieval East Anglian 
market town. 

But traffic congestion, short¬ 
age of housing and lack of an 
infrastructure to cope with a 
rapidly increasing population 
is having a terrible effect on 
thedty. Excessive tourism and 
Ituy planning are turning 
Silicon Fen into an increas¬ 
ingly unhealthy and unattrac¬ 
tive environment. 

Pfcter Da we, a local busi¬ 
nessman who has launched 
die Cambridge is Full cam¬ 
paign. says: "Cambridge has 
grown incrementally with lit¬ 
tle overall planning strategy. It 
is now being ruined faster 
than ever.” 

University recruitment, for 
the first time, is becoming a 


problem too. Professor Skin¬ 
ner, who is also vice-master of 
Christs’ College, says: “Aca¬ 
demics, particularly those 
with families, are 
put off by dw living 
conditions here." 

Dons who could 
once afford a pleas¬ 
ant house in the 
centre of Cam¬ 
bridge are being 

forced out into ugly 
commuter villages 
like Sawton, Mil- 
ton and Bourne, as 
the prize properties _ 

in town are “ 

snapped up by the swells from 
the high-tech industry. A way 
of life in which everyone in the 
university could walk or bicy¬ 
cle From home to lecture to 


The state 
won’t pick 
up the 
bills any 
more 


room to college is nearing an 
end. The vision of the winsome 
undergraduate freewheeling 
down King’s Parade is being 
replaced by one 
struggling on to the 
Park and Ride. 

Cambridge’s 
reputation in the 
sciences was based 
on the twin pillars 
of .Newton in the. 
17th and I8thcentu- 
ries-...ajt0L fbitherj 
ford in the 20th. 
and perhaps more 
__ significantly on the 
fact that until 1848, 
in order to obtain a degree 
from the university, every 
undergraduate had to pass the 
mathematics tripos. In 1848, 
the Natural Science tripos was 


introduced, paving the way for 
the study of applied physics 
and later engineering and 
inevitably computers. 

The university^ scientists 
showed for a long time the 
classic British ability to invent 
brilliantly but then to have 
absolutely no idea how to 
exploit.their work. Then in 
1910. W.C. Pye, a technician at 
tiie. Cavendish Laboratory, set 
up die Cambridge Instrument 
Company, which is now a part 
of Philips. It was the most 
important event in the evolu¬ 
tion of Cambridge's science- 
based industry. Cambridge 
was on its way to making hard 
cash out of its most predous 
yet vaporous of commodities 
— ideas. In the 1960s Trinity 
College built its science park 


on the outskirts of the city, the 
first such site in England — 
Strathclyde in Scotland al¬ 
ready had one. Trinity earned 
huge revenues from the sci¬ 
ence park as companies like 
Acorn Computers took off. 

fn the past two years, the 
high-tech revolution has gath¬ 
ered pace. American banks 
which specialise in high-tech 
and biotechnology companies 
have increased their presence 
in. London to capitalise on 
Cambridge. Microsoft joins 
Sony. Olivetti and Oracle, all 
with research centres in Cam¬ 
bridge or substantial invest¬ 
ment in local firms. 

Hermann Hauser, who 
founded Acorn Computers 
and will run the £10 million 
Microsoft venture capital 


fund, said recently; “For years 
In Cambridge we’ve had the 
problem that small software 
companies didn’t connect with 
the market in the rest of the 
world. Microsoft's investment 
means we will be able to 
attract more talent into Cam¬ 
bridge to make it the mini 
Silicon Valley that it deserves 
to be." 

Cambridge, however, is 
drastically different from Sili¬ 
con Valley in California or 
Redmond in Seattle, the home 
of Microsoft. These areas do 
not. have to contend whh 
Cambridge's traditions and 
geographical constraints, such 
as its surrounding green belt 
which makes development im¬ 
possible or prohibitively 
expensive. 

R obin Saxby. the chief 
executive of Ad¬ 
vanced RISC Mar 
chines, a Cambridge 
company which employs 162 
people in developing intellec¬ 
tual property for computer 
firms, says:; “We are here 
because what we are doing 
started with the university. 
But it. is not an easy place to 
expand. Nobody wants to be 
the first on a green field site. 
Who wants to be brave enough 
to start a riew: building in the 
middle of a ftnSr . 

Unlike- Cambridge. Spicon 
Valley and Redmond evolved 
simply to serve the computer 
industry. Microsoft’s head¬ 
quarters in Redmond have the 
feel of a university campus. 
Staff are encouraged to dress 
casually, the buildings are set 
in landscaped gardens witii 
lakes, the atmosphere is 
youthful and : creative, - but 
unlike a university Microsoft 
is a business and its distinctive 
culture is also- a -.corporate 
Identify. 

Those in Cambridge who 
oppose the way the university 
has been cosying up to the 
computer companies arc not 
plain Luddites. They find it 
disturbing to have aggressive, 
secretive business organ¬ 
isations infiltrating what 
should be an open, liberal 
educational establishment. 
They also worry that the 
business ethos will lead to a 
more utilitarian approach to 
education where everything 
has to be justified in terms of 
cost-effectiveness. 

*The mutual incomprehen¬ 
sion between arts and science 
can produce hostility.” says 
Professor Skinner. “Big busi¬ 
ness and universities will 
never share the same values, 
but in the . past 15 years we 
have had to stop being so 
fastidious about taking their 
money because of the extent to 
which the state won’t pay the 
bills. We cant afford to lose 
the chance of knowledge 
generation.” 


Diana disciples 
will descend 
on her shrine 

Business is already booming around Althorp as locals 
prepare for many more visitors, Rachel Kelly reports 


MICHAEL POWELL 


W hile lawyers 
wrangle in the 
South African 
sunshine and die 
British tabloids publish in¬ 
creasingly lurid derails of the 
Spencers’ divorce, in muddy 
Northamptonshire the locals 
arc preparing for a mini 
boom. 

The death of Diana. Prin¬ 
cess of Wales, has rurrted the 
spotlight on a pocket of this 
quiet county- Villages such as 
Great Brington ana Nobottle. 
Little Brington and Chapel 
Brampton, which were once 
known only to the postman, 
are about to be thrust on the 
world stage as neighbours of 
Althorp. the late Princess's 
family home. Northampton 


itself, six miles away, is fast 
becoming a hut destination. 

Just as Gracelands in Mem¬ 
phis became a shrine to Elvis, 
and Monaco cathedral a mon¬ 
ument to Princess Grace, so 
Althorp will earn worldwide 
reknown next year when the 
museum, planned as a tribute 
to the Diana. Princess nf 
Wales, opens in the grounds of 
the Spencer Is family home 
from July 1 to August 31, the 
Princess’s birthday. 

The burial site will remain 
private to members of rhe 
family, although the island 
where the Princess lies will be 
on vjew. but what Althorp 
describes as an “appropriate 
memorial to the Princess” will 
be erected, and the museum — 
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featuring family photographs, 
memorabilia and cine film — 
will be built in the stable block 
in the grounds. 

It is nm yet known how 
many disciples of Diana will 
come tn honour her. but tens, 
if nor hundreds, of thousands 
are expected. At least (0.000 
tourists annually pay homage 
to Princess Grace's burial 
place in Monaco, while 
700,000 visit Gracelands. 

Once. Northampton was 
just a place an the way to 
somewhere else. Now the 
town will become the gateway 
to Alihurp. Hotels are already 
fielding calls from tour groups 
who wish to stay next sum¬ 
mer. and there is a premium 
on property in the area suit¬ 
able fur hotel accommodation. 

Simon Haslie. general man¬ 
ager of the The Marriott at 
Daventry Hotel at Flore, the 
dusest hotel to the house, says: 
“We have had 15 enquiries 
from large tour groups want¬ 
ing to slay in July and August. 
We haw never had tour 
groups before, but they will 
nor commit themselves until 
they are sure they can buy 
tickets into Althorp.’ 

Hotels and inns in the area 
are shooting up in value. One 
businessman who wants to 
huy in the area complains that 
he cant find a hotel for fore, 
nor money. *T think you could 
go to the market and demand 
at least 20 per cent more than 
three months ago," says a local 
estate agent. 

John Sheppard of Robert 
Barry, a company specialising 
in the sales of hotels and inns, 
says pubs within ten to 15 
miles or Althorp will do a 

jr 



Locals are worried that the area wQI be damaged when the tribute museum to Diana opens, attracting hordes of visitors 
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Earl Spencer on the island where his sister is buried 


roaring trade. “The pubs, par¬ 
ticularly. because psople will 
come un da> trips." 

At the Chicago Rock Cafe in 
Northampton, which opened 
this week, manager Kate 
Muravesky is expecting bus¬ 
loads of Americans. “Groups 
of them will come in once they 
have paid tfunr respects ” she 
predicts. The Pbst Office in 
Grear Brington, a village on 
the estate of Althorp park, is 
already seeing a .steady stream 
of 20 to 30 visitors a day. 
Locals estimate that this will 
rise to 250 a day in the spring. 
The Japanese. Australians and 


.Americans are already buying 
lea towels, calendars and 
houkmarks from the vilhuzu 
shop, as well as asking for 
anecdotes about the Princess. 
Many visitors amw simply to 
pay their respects, says *fan 
Lowry, the church warden of 
Great Brington church. De¬ 
spite cold weather, last week¬ 
end 100 tourists arrived at the 
church. Where once the build- 
ing stood empty for most of the 
week, now local worthies man 
It for four huurs a day to cater 
for the influx 

But Mr Lowry is cautious 
about providing facilities. 


such as public conveniences, 
for the visitors, reflecting a 
widely held wish that the area 
around Althorp should not 
become a Diana theme park. 
“If we provide the facilities, 
then more people will come." 

F urther out from 
Althorp, the corridor 
between Northamp¬ 
ton and the estate itself 
is now attracting commercial 
interest, Stephen King from 
estate agents Strutt & Parker 
says: ”We expect that some of 
the more traditional houses sec 
dose to the A42S may open 


their doors.” Some of the 
larger village houses open as 
B&Bs. and the odd gift shop is 
expected too, bat most locals 
are still adopting a wait-and- 
see approach. ■ 

Nlrrian Sanders, partner in 
the Northampton agents 
Bidwells, is more bullish. The 
area has long 'been under¬ 
valued, he says. “It’s been a bit 
of a secret until now.” He 
expects prices to rise nearby, 
mainly because of improved 
rail links to London which is 
nnw just an hour away. Local 
people are anxious that the 
expected tourist explosion 


should be carefully controlled 
howev er. One possibility is 
restricting the volume of visi¬ 
tors to the village by creating 

authorised routes. 

Local people fear that nar¬ 
row country lanes around 
Althorp will not be able to deal 
with the traffic. 

N orthampton Coun¬ 
ty Coundl'. is. con¬ 
sidering a- parking 1 
ban and speed, lim¬ 
its along the main road pasi 
Althorp. Daventry. District- 
Council is working with 
Althorp and parish cou 
deal with the expected i 
on the environment 
Simon Bovey, a 
spokesman, says: “All 
not a tourist, 
family burial site, so 
want to encourage piecpie oy , 
offering accommodation. Of. 
course, those who ha ve admis¬ 
sion to Althorp will be prov¬ 
ided with Mines, but no 
provisions will be . made for . 
visitors without tickets." 

Whether such plans succeed, 
m keeping the areas charac¬ 
ter, and the memorial's dig: 
nify, is no more possible to 
predict than was .'the early - 
death of Diana. 

• Additional research by Alex 
Wijeratne. 
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A night out with Edward Whitehousc, David Branton and Simon Bligh and the house where Ffion lived in Oxford 

pethrnichoils 


Ffion’s father, Emyr, is a former director of the Eisteddfod. Her mother, Myra, is a magistrate and a Welsh tutor 
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The Jenkins's family home is a modest house in the middle-class Cardiff suburb of Rhiwbina 


PETEH NlCHOliS 


I tei 


Larking about in her college days as a brunette 


Continued from page 1 
is cultural rather man polit¬ 
ical. Her pilgrimage to the 
heart of the British political 
establishment began in the 
middle-class Cardiff suburb of 
Rhiwbina. Her father Emyr is 
chief executive of the Arts 
Council of Wales and a farmer 
director aL the National Ei¬ 
steddfod. Her mother Myra is 
a magistrate and Welsh tutor. 

Not that FBon had it all her 
own way. Her elder sister. 
Manon. was also a high flyer 
and the two girls competed 
fiercely for . the glittering 
prizes, with Ffion determined 
never to come second even if 
that meant missing out on 
playground fun and games.- 
Both .were musical. : with 
Manon. favouring the .harp 
and Ffion the clarinet, which 
she.played with the National 
Youth Orchestra of Wales. .. 

. As one classmate puts it 
“Ffionr.wasn't very well liked 
in school' She kept tilings to 
herself and was rather .aloof. 
She was academic and hard¬ 
working but she always 
seemed rather old-fashioned 
and eccentric Site never had a 
boyfriend arid was known as a 
of a snob." . 

Manbq went to Cambridge, 
collected a PhD and is now 
assistant private secretary to 
the Prince of Wales and when 
Ffion ;.wehr to Oxford, her 
father was overheard to re¬ 
mark rather smugly: “There'S 


no chance of us losing the boat 
race in this house." 

Ffion {three As and a B at A 
: level) got a good degree in 
English and a master's by 
writing a thesis in Welsh on 
the poetry of the. English 
writer Thomas Gray. 

Manon.* three years older 
and married to the Welsh 
baritone Jeremy Huw Wil¬ 
liams. abandoned the tussle 
with Ffion rally after learning 
of her sister’s engagement 


A family friend says: 
“Manon rang her 
father to be told that 
Ffion was marrying 
William. Admitting defeat she 
replied: ‘Well, that's the end of 
sibling rivalry'." 

By all accounts Ffion 
blossomed at Jesus Gollege, 
where she. became chairman 
of the Welsh. Society and 
devised some bizarre swear¬ 
ing-in ceremonies, mostly in¬ 
volving swinging the society’s 
ceremonial swprd about her 
head. One rowdy evening, a 
fellow student hurled the 
sword in th^ air and Ffion had 
to be hauled off to the Raddiffe 
Infirmary for stiches to a leg 
wound. 

A university friend recalls: 
“She was still a swot in college 
but she made more of an effort 
to socialise. She had a boy¬ 
friend and tried to wear trendy 
clothes. She would come out 
partying but was still hard- 
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That dress: oversold as a see-through number costing £2.000 


working and competitive." 

Ffion’s discretion is com¬ 
mented upon by virtually all 
her friends. One says, a touch 
cattily, that she would make 
the “ideal corporate wife", 
which, since she is marrying a 
former management consul¬ 
tant, may be no bad thing. ■ 


Another says that he was with 
her and a group of other 
people the night before she 
and William announced their 
engagement “I didn't even 
know they were seeing each 
other," he admits. “And except 
for Manon. I don't think any of 
the others were in the know." 


* 


I 


Ffion and William greet the Thatchers at this year’s Conservative Party conference in Blackpool 


Others point out that when 
her farmer boss John Red¬ 
wood stood against John Ma¬ 
jor for the Tory leadership in 
1995. Ffion managed to stay 
above the fray. Redwood's 
allies counter that she was 
never really one of them and 
affect an indifference to her 
supposed talents. “I don't 
really have any view about her 
at all," one says. 

Ffion's tact is a trait that 
should stand her in good stead 
now that she is entering the 
snake-pit of national politics. 
So far, she has acquitted 
herself well, smiling at Wil¬ 
liam's side and keeping mum. 

Only that dress — oversold 
as a see-through lace number 
‘costing £2.000 — fell a h’ttie 
short of Liz Hurley dimen¬ 
sions when she was paraded 
by the PR men at the Tory 
conference. 

Her former men also appear 
to have taken the Taffia’s vow 
of silence. Keith Scott, a 
French lecturer at Aberyst¬ 
wyth University, who went out 
with her for two years while 
she was at Jesus College. 
Oxford, has nothing but good¬ 
will towards the happy couple. 
"I wish them the very best of 
luck." he says cordially, while 
declining to say if he had been 
invited to the wedding. 

Another old flame. Daman 
Phillips, a £150.0QQ-a-year fi¬ 
nancial planning consultant 
with Allied Dunbar in Cardiff, 
admits he has not been asked 


to the wedding although he 
claims that he and Miss 
Jenkins are still “very good 
friends". In spite of Mr 
Hague's financial acumen, 
Mr Phillips maintains that he 
will continue to supervise her 
financial affairs after her 
marriage. 

One London friend des¬ 
cribes her as “a good time 
girl”, and rather regrets that 
he has has not seen her more 
often recently at one of her 
fornier regular haunts, the 
Groucho Club in Soho. 

“Central Office may have 
banned her from coming here 
since she started seeing Wil¬ 
liam because of its rather 
louche reputation," he says. 
Regulars include Damien 
Hirst, Liam Gallagher and 
Chris Evans. 

“She used to hang out here 
with her Welsh friends and 
there was a pianist she saw a 
lot of." Other habituees of the 
Groucho tell of a left-wing poet 
that Ffion took a shine to 
before she started stepping out 
with Mr Hague. 

Tomorrow Ffion and Wil¬ 
liam will attend a party mark¬ 
ing the second anniversary of 
SWS (which means kiss in 
Welsh) at a club in Hanover 
Square. The television wea¬ 
ther girl Sian Lloyd will cut a 
cake shaped as a pair of Ups. 
Conservative Party spin-doc- 
tors and the happy couple 
alike will hope that it is a good i 
omen. 


The wedding chapel was once used as a stable and a coal cellar 
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The Medieval Czypt af Westminster has been the venae for many society weddings and MPs* funerals 


■ f“| ^he Medieval Crypt m the Palace 
I of Westminster, where William 
. I Hague and Ffion Jenkins will tie 
JL the knot was built as a chapel 
but in the past it has been used as a 
stable, a coal cellar and as the Speaker's 
changing room, Katherine Bergen 
mites. A ruling in 1924 dictated that the 
chapel does not come under any specific 
eaKcsiastical jurisdiction. 

• Along with Westminster Hall which it 


adjoins, it was one of the few areas of the 
Palace that survived a fire in lS34. lt is 
now used frequently for weddings, 
baptisms and the funerals of M Ps. 

In 1993. Ann Widdecombe was re¬ 
ceived into the Catholic Church in the 
crypt, in one of the few non-Protescuit 
masses held thane since the Reformation. 
The Reverend Ian Paisley duly protested. 
Labour MP Diane Abbott's baby was 
christened there and it has beat the 


, , M m /. ' r i g » . ‘ 


venue for many society weddings. On 
seeing the Tory MP Peter Fry leave the 
chapel after marrying his much younger 
second wife in 1964. the then Speaker of 
the. Commons. George Thomas, re¬ 
marked to a party of visiting dignitaries: 
‘Isn't it splendid to see a father giving 
away his daughter?" 

TheserviceIs expected to be traditional 
with the Speaker's Chaplain and a Welsh 
minister both officiating. 



The engaged couple enjoy a drink at the Carlton Club 







O ur Port Wood Finish is a subtle variation on the classic 
Gleomorangic. It’s final mamrarion period is spent In 
Bwt casks, to produce its rosy hue and an astonishing blend 
of aromas. It is one of a range of Glenmoranpe special wood 
finishes including Sherry and Madeira. 

GLENMOBANG1E WOOD FINISHES 

For those who n°se. 
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There is an alternative to socks 




C hristmas is. perhaps, the only time of year when a 
girl begins to wish that her chap had some kind of 
a hobby, Jane Shilling writes. Under normal 
circumstances, on meeting a man who shyly confesses to 
a passion for. say, collecting matchbooks, the sensible 
thing is to Dee. But as Advent advances, and the question 
of what to buy for Daddy. Unde Jasper, et at remains 
unsolved, one becomes pathetically grateful for any 
variation on the theme of socks and yet more socks (plus, 

for the new man in one’s rife, cashmere socks). 

The best policy with men is to observe their behaviour. 
David Anen bo rough-style, throughout the year, and 
then buy them something you know they would have 
bought for themselves — spanners, strong drink, golf 
balls, notebooks for writing Deep Thoughts 

expensive way of buying a chap a spanner, 



BACK ROW {from My. the Kangoo Jump 

every high-flig wit on BffldngO ayto^ cggg^; 8 ^ 63 - 

£99.95, Harroda (0171-7301234). Ct*Wn*s i 
Habitat 10645 334433). BaMtalVaotlbafl 
basebafl gloves, bat. bafis and cap. * a ^ 

Qrwm-ups.'The GeneralTradtng 
Havana ChibCSg* Humidor. JZ200, S rr^fro^ 

Spanish cedar interior trays. and hotels up 
(0471-2450890) On top tea sterling 
(0171-7341234). «fie is iraveSng. 
enough to H Wo a brieteasa. £550, Graham 
Wrap h*n up in stylo in Gucci's velvet scarf. £265. trvred and orange. 
Harvey Mchote (0171-235 8000). the Activity Superetarenasjne 

Goner's UWnialiiPnaent a round ot golf 

beginners or advanced players. E99 to £230 (01 52 ^ J 

being stuck in traffic? Give The Tisllicma*1w. £169. wtach proves Bie 

latest intannatiOTbnroadworks and traffic jams. Hanods, as above The 
eftarnpagne case, £1 fO. is the inmate gift for the man who has 

evaythhw; the tea^ case tockidea two glasses wxl spa^W 1 ™s 

favourte bubbly. Ocean(0fi00t32985) Inside are YanusftWge 
magnets. £935. IeMhJ Ideas (01548 831070). Behind a a wooden 
walking stick, E8S50. with concealed Bask arxi orps, The Spckcn 
House (0171-5812151). And «i top is e saw mesh star. £11 95. and 
OtrtalraM ratodaw.ta^ (as shore). 

CENTfffi BOW(ftt»h left): Get him organised with toe Paton Series 5 
palmtop, £499.99, Dixons (0990 500049). The 6Mb handheld computer 
hasxi keyboard, dtetaphona and datB-trwwfercSpabflity. H toe wannabe 
007 (art knocked out by tote JamesBorxtatyle watch from Omega, he 

wffl be tfha 6nds out the prioe- 
£1.035 Watches of Switzerland 
(0171-734 2389) The five- 
language transistor, £6995 from 
Hanods-(» above] r allows the 
. gtobefcotter to converse wherever 

- he te at the flick of a switch. N he is 
:. toe sortofman wha wants to see 
•- ■' Images instanUy, ha will love toe 

Panasonic DC1000 d&tal 
camera, which wfl allow him to 
view pictures on his PC, alter their 
colour and crop out unwanted 
. memories, £399. Tecno (01442 
215151). Help him to keep his 
studs and cufflinks together with 
this tan leather stud box. £55. Pmk 
■ (0171-498 3882) Wrench his heart 
wih the ultmate toolkit Comoly 
(0171-235 3883). which contains 
every tool a handyman wlH need in 
-toe finest feather case. Made to 
order, .from £1,200. 

FRONT ROW (from laH): If he's 
reSgkxe about sating in front ot his 
. computer, the Madonna mouse- 
' -pad is for him. £1545. Aria (0171- 
■ -2261021). Give him a pricHy took 
■with the Tequllta Shooter Kit, £45. 

' TJw Gfuttorous Gardener (0171- 
•. 627 0800), which includes fresh 
tones, glasses, salt and a bottle of 

- the best tequila. A bather book. 

; Ocean (as above). available in 
/ black or brawn leather, £13.95 to 

£2435, wfl keep his ideas in one 
S place, ff a bottle of wie in front of 
-• ' the totfy is his idea of a good time, 
hewi tow Floyd’s France— an 
. Interactive video with tour quartar- 
• boifflaG of wina.E12.90. Tosco 
(01992 632222), Victoria Wine 
(01483 715066), Caxton & Tower 
Wines (0T8t-758 4500). Silver 
: mini treubtos. £3 95 tor 12. Habitat 
" T. (as above)': The Magmflc Word 
Sat, £1435,. initial Ideas (P1548 
.. . 831.07^'lete him speB out what he . 
"' ‘J n feeing- on the fridge door. For 
.toe adventurer, thechrome Space 
. Pan, £17.5Q,"Aria (as above) wH be 

invaluable as It writes under water, 
over grease Or in blazing heat 


Photographs by Da* Jenaon. 
Research and styBnfci by ; - . 
Jennifer ndggcberg 
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Antique furniture going for a song 




“ o are you going to give us 
a song then, luv?" comes 
the cheery call front a 

L/ fellow browser, catching 
sight of opera star Lesley Garrett 
across the old bam showroom 
cluttered with antique pine 
furniture. 

"Well. I might," teases Britain’s 
No) soprano, looking up with a 
smile from the autograph books she 
is signing enthusiastically for three 
Iccal schoolgirls. Ms Garrett is 
making one of her regular visits to 
Epworth Pine & Country Furniture 
in Epworth. North Lincolnshire. 

Everybody up here seems to be on 
chatting terms with the hugely 
popular "people’s diva". She was 
bom and brought upjust across the 
border in South Yorkshire and has a 
close-knit family of more than 50 
relatives living in the area. Fiercely 
proud of her working-class roots. 
she has a weekend cartage just up 
the road. “I live in London these 
days but this is still home." she says. 
“I get back whenever I can." 

It was after she bought the cottage 
ten years ago and started doing it up 
that she first discovered ihc 
workshop where Richard Ellory 
and Bryan Chaffer had set up in 
business together, selling not only 
genuine antique pine furniture but 
also beautifully crafted reproduc¬ 
tion pieces made from reclaimed 
timber. 

"It was my sister. Jill, who put me 
onto them." she. recalls. "Old pine 
was exactly what I needed for the 
cottage. When I went along I just fell 
in love with Richard Ellery's 
workshop and the way he works. He 
takes wood that looks as if it is only 
fit for the bonfire and a fortnight 
later he has turned it into a fantastic 
piece of antique pine furniture." 

Ms Garren has furnished her 
cottage from top to bottom with their 
pieces. “The first thing I bought was 



When opera diva Lesley Garrett started doing 
up her cottage in Lincolnshire, there was only 
one place to go. Michael Cable reports 

she famously met her GP husband, 
Peter, on a blind date and was so 
smitten that she moved in with him 
only days later. At the same time, 
she landed a record deal and made 
the first of a string of best- selling 
albums.. The latest, A Soprano 
Inspired, has gone straight to No I 
in the classical charts. 

H.was quite a while before Messrs 
ElliRy and Chaffer realised who 
their regular customer was. 

“We had no idea she was fam¬ 
ous," Mr Ellory says. "She was just 
this lovely, bubbly, bags-o(-charac¬ 
ter type or person. 

“then, after she’d been coming 
here regularly for a couple of years, 
1 was watching the Last Night of the 
Proms on the television one nighr 
and. suddenly, there she was! I got 
such a shock. I literally fell off the 
settee." 

F riendly, funny, feisty and 
refreshingly down-to-earth. 
the42-yearo!d prima donna 
relishes the ordinary, one- 
of-us treatment she still gets on her 
home patch. 

“I’m nobody special up here — 
just the local girl," she insists 
cheerfully in her Yorkshire accent, 
as blunt as ever. 

Her glamorous image, her readi¬ 
ness to sing pap songs and show- 
times as well as tins classics, and her 
enthusiasm for appearing on tele¬ 
vision programmes like Noel's 
House Party and Birds of a Feather 
have caused raised eyebrows among 
the snootier opera set. Her forth¬ 
coming television duet with Lily 
Savage (oh December 21) will 


a Welsh dresser," she remembers. 
"The base was original and the top 
half was made so deverly from 
reclaimed timber that you couldn't 
tell the difference. I was interested in 
its history. 

“Then there was a rather unusual 
pine chaise longue which they let me 
have for £120 and which has since 
turned out to be rather valuable. 
Perhaps we’d better not mention 
that!" One of the farmhouse tables 
in which the shop specialises, sev¬ 
eral chairs, a comer washstand, a 
blanket chest and various picture 
frames followed. “Every rime 1 
finished a room 1 would come here 
to furnish it." Ms Garrett says. 

She had bought the cottage and 
had thrown herself into the job of 
doing it up as a sort of "healing 
therapy" after the break-up of a 
relationship had left her feeling “fed 
up and unloved", she explains. “The 
cottage was in a very sad. dilapidat¬ 
ed slare and. a bit like me at the 
time, needed some care and atten¬ 
tion. And i thought — I’m going to 
buy this little place and ‘love it up’, 
as we say in Yorkshire. I filled in 
every little crack myself and it was 
like a healing process for me, too.” 

It certainly seemed to do the trick 
because no sooner had she finished 
the restoration three years later than 



Lesley Garrett with Richard Ellory and Bryan Chaffer at Epworth.Pine & Country Furniture in Lincolnshire 


undoubtedly have them once more 
reaching for the smelling sails. 

“Good!" she grins mischievously. 
"There is an element that fears that 
the more popular something be¬ 
comes. the cheaper and nastier it 
gels, but I would argue vehemently 


against them. We need to break 
down the snobbery surrounding 
opera and classical music. 

“You can make it popular without 
making it trivial, feople just need to 
be exposed to it. as was proved by 
Pavarotti, Nessun Dorma and the. 


World Cup. We need to learn from 
pop singers in making opera more 
accessible, otherwise it will die." 

• Epworth Pine & Country Furniture, 

35 Station Road. Epworth. LuusDN9 • 
. UY(01427B75I55L Open lOam.Spm. 
seven days a week. - 
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through 

3&) degrtes to take off 
ffieshefi, leaving the egg 
intact. But it helps to 
have, asbestos fingers, 
since you have to steady 
Ute egg fo work the 
gadget. 

You- also need fire¬ 
proof digits when grab¬ 
bing toast the second it 
pops up. So try minia¬ 
ture wooden Toast 
Tongs instead, with a 



Egg Decapper 

built-in magnet for stop 
ing on the toaster “oi 
nearest appliance". 

The Banana Split from 
Taylor & Ng is a lOir 
banana-shaped plastic 
stencil, in yellow, with a 
series of thin cross-way 
slats. One push and the 
peeled fruit is neatly 
sliced into perfect mouth¬ 
fuls for banana sand¬ 
wiches or banoffi pies. 

Tim Wapshott 

• Egg Decapper, £3 JO plus 
p&p.fiam Presents for Men 
<01295 750IOO}; Toast Tongs. 
£6 plus p&p.from Purves 8 
Purves @870603 0205); 
Banana Split, EUS.fmm 
Taylor S Ng (0181-042 9361). 


























T alk about British 
knitwear, and the 
first thing that comes 
to mind is bulky, 
chunky. Arran styles — sloppy 
joes and jumpers worn by 
country aunties because they 
are warm, comfortable and 
conservative. 

This year, however, the knit¬ 
ted and crocheted wear so 
beloved of the Women's Insti¬ 
tute has been revitalised by top 


Mere slips of things 


designers, who have shown a 
range of modem knitwear 
alongside more traditional 
materials on fhecaxwalks- 
Catriona Campbell of the 
International Wool Secretariat 
says designers have taken to 
the material because it is 
versatile and can be used “to 
cover the female form in an 
exating and contemporary 
way". The latest looks are far 
from the British stereotypes: 
wispy and fairy-like, they are 
strung together with cobweb 
strands that hug the body in 
feminine wafts. Many are 
woven in the finest denier, 
which drapes beautifully 
across the body or can 
be seductively wrapped to 
enhance womanly curves. 


"Crocheted items are espe¬ 
cially feminine, as they can be 
made of any denier, so they 
can be made to look delicate 
for evening or dressed down 
for day." says Larney Keogh, 
the Irish knitwear specialist. 
"Women like to feel like 
women. And our range makes 
them feel that way. as well as 
making them appear modem 
and lithe.” 

if proof were needed that 
women like Keogh'S range, 
there was plenty at her show. 
Naomi Campbell and Helena 
Christensen bath agreed to 
waive their modelling fee in 
return for one of her dresses. 

As well as "beautiful, warm, 
jewel-coloured” sweaters. 
Keogh showed a ravishing 


sheer black fishnet knitted 
dress worn by Jodie Kidd, fine 
denier mohair tops in ame¬ 
thyst. tomato and amber, and 
a long, fine-knit coat trimmed 
with ostrich modelled by Hele¬ 
na Christensen. 

Keogh's creations have also 
become coveted items in Hol¬ 
lywood, and her lacy evening 
dresses are worn by Demi 
Moore. Liz Taylor'and Isa¬ 
bella Rossellini. 

John Rocha 5 creations have 
also been in demand this year, 
particularly the hand-knitted 
and hand-crocheted dresses 
which he hand-dyes to keep 
the silky tejorures. 

"I have always used fine 
knits in my collections," he 
says, "as 1 love the idea of a 


gossamer layer skimming the 
body. For spring/summer 
1998, I have featured delicate 
knits and fine crochets 
throughout the collection in 
different textures, from fring¬ 
ing and ribbon yam to fragile 
textures. The brave can wear 
them on their awn, but most 
women wffl wear them over a 
dress or camisole." 

Although skimpy dresses 
are ideal for summer, they can 
be adapted for winter, com¬ 
bined with soft woollen coats, 
light cashmere throws and 
even straight-leg pants. And, 
because of their transparency, 
the fine wool combinations are 
perfect to wear in layers — 
with silk underslip»s in warm 
tones or with delicately pat¬ 


terned tights for a warm and 
opulent look. 

They can be given a bohemi¬ 
an look by teaming them with 
thick, fur-trimmed cardigans 
and square-toed boots or an 
elegant twist by wearing them 
with fine jewellery and high 
heels, or they can be combined 
with classic separates for 
everyday wear. 

And. because most of the 
items are made of natural 
fibres, the dresses are not only 
comfortable, but they also 
allow the body to breathe. 
Which means that, even in the 
hottest parries over the Christ¬ 
mas season, women in fine 
knits will merely glow. 

Lisa Grainger 


RIGHT: Black 
sheer mohair 
marabou-trim 
haltemeck dress, 
£200. Plain 


ABOVE: Blue, white and black zig-zag 
silky knit dress, £29.99. Jeffrey Rogers, 
The Plaza. Oxford Street, Wt, and 
branches nationwide (01923 474400} 


LEFT: Brawn and white delicate sheer 
top, £98, John Richmond. Harrods, SW1: 
Selfridges, W1 (0171-978 527B). 
Chocolate fine-knit Arline skirt, £239. 
T.S.E. Harvey Nichols, as before. Beige 
square-toe shoes, £49.99, Ravel, 
branches nationwide (0171-4363126) 


FAR LEFT: Khaki wool crepe fine-knit 
vest, £199. T.S.E, Harvey Nichols, SW1 
(0171-263 4433). Plum suede jeans, 
£259, Joseph, 26 Sloane Street, SW1 
(0171-5906200) 
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Black delicate lace tights, £59, 
Fogal, 36 New Bond Street, W1, and 
Harrods, SW1 (0171-4930900) 


Dark navy fan-patterned tights; £7, 
Aristae, department stores 
nationwide (01773 525520) 


Photographs by Richard Bums. Hair and make-up by Sadly KvaBrelm for 
Jo Hansford (0171-963 2236). Styling by Amandip Uppd 
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‘My grandfather would have been so proud to see his grandson waving a flag at royalty at a grand ceremoni al occasion 

Some day my prince will come 


i is a sirange and remarkable 
process, the one whereby having 
children turns you. despite all your 
resolutions to the contrary, into your own 
parents. As a small girl I remember 
being both baffled and enraged by my 
mother and father’s mysterious interest 
in that triple-distilled essence of bore¬ 
dom. the weather forecast. The weather. I 
felt, would do whatever it was destined to 
do. regardless of whether my parents 
were on its case or not And anyway, why 
couldn't they just look out of the window? 

Yet rrow. every’ morning at five to 
seven, and again at five to eight, l Find 
myself, quire inexplicably, given that I 
work all day in a windnwless office, 
shielded alike from (he heat of the sun 
and the winter's rage, going, “shhhh! 
Alexander, do shut upfas Michael Fish 
drones his strangely compelling recital of 
southerlies veering north-westerly and 
pockets of frost in exposed areas. 

Last week was a particularly anxious 
time on the weather front. Even Alexan¬ 
der took ro falling silent at the vital 
moment. We were keen to know what 
was in store for the Queen’s Golden 
Wedding lunch. Not that we usually take 
such a close interest in Her Majesty's 


welfare, but while she was attending the 
People’s Banquet, the Prince of Wales 
was to escort a coach party of his 
European relatives down to Greenwich 
for a hot lunch, and Commander 
Maughan. of the Royal Naval College, 
had had the inspired idea of inviting 
children from the local schools to form a 
welcoming party — but only if the 
weather was fine. 

So, banners were made, saying “Wel¬ 
come" in as many European languages 
as the parens could muster flags were 
laboriously coloured fMum, what does 
die Belgian flag icwk like?” “Haven’t a 
clue. Cant you just do the French one. 
like everyone else?"), but Thursday 
morning dawned wet and spiteful. We 
drove to school under a sky of lurid grey. 
Blackheath. as we sloshed across it, had 
turned into a quaking bog of the sort that 
you could imagine engulfing entire 
classes of small children, to be dug up, 
thousands of years hence, by eager 
archaeologists, marvelling at the perfect 


state of preservation 
of their little acrylic 
sweatshirts. 

"Oh dear." [ said 
to Alexander. “I 
think it's all off. 
really. You won't be 
seeing the kings sit 
down to d inner and 
the queens stand up 
to dance after ail. 
What a shame.” I 
was amazingly dis¬ 
appointed — far 
more put out than 
Alexander, who had 
gone to all the 


LIFE AND SOUL 



JANE SHILLING 


formation into luxu¬ 
ry offices, or a hostel 
For the homeless, or 
whatever fate awaits 
it. I sat at work all 
day. listening to the 
rain beating on,the 
roof and minding 
terrifically about dU 
those flags unwaved 
and banners un¬ 
hoisted. 

“So,"/said lo Alex¬ 
ander when l got 
home. “What did you 
do today?" 

“Well." said die 


into my bedroom on the morning JJ 
happened, saying, in aw of langm 
detachment which he certainly did ntf 

learn from me, "is there mean -» be aU 
that water on the floor downsttursn. me 

"And Jamie got kissed by the Queen of svetas*to be 

Spain." A pause. "Girliel” . 


trouble of making the flags and banners. 
I think it was the idea of hOw proud my 
grandfather, sentimental as only an old 
sailor can be, would have been to see his 
great-grandson among the children at 
what, presumably, will be one of the last 
ceremonial occasions to take place at the 
Royal Naval College before its trans¬ 


child. with the degage air of one who 
spends so much time hobnobbing with 
the Hohenldhes that it has become a bit 
of a bore, really, “it dried up at 
lunchtime, so we went and waved our 
flags after all." 

“Oh." I said, thrilled. "And did you see 
Prince Charles?" “Yeah." said Alexander. 


Coo. Well, there's regal for you. I 
opened my mouth to ask more. What was 
she wearing? Did she have her crown on? 
Why didn’t she kiss you? Were you by 
any chance sniffing in that revolting 
fashion? But Alexander had clearly had 
enough of the subject, and headed me off 
like an equerry deflecting an importu¬ 
nate subject. “Now. mum." he said. 
“Miss Cartwright says it's nearly Advent. 
So, what do you want for Christmas?” 

(his is a very good question. The 
standing list of what 1 want (star 
sapphire, three-gallon vat of Apr6s 
L’OndSe) still stands, of course, but what 
I actually need is something to help me 
get to grips with this house. What with 
the hot water flood, and the hug 


T; 


The last straw' cara e ° n Fr *day, wlieT ^| 

Stepped into the bathroom, tugged 
sharply on the light pull-and it came 
off£ my hand 6 Now. I am not my 
grandmother, who was once intercepted, 
climbing, in a triumph of self-confidence 
over ability, a stepladder with a carving 
knife in her hand, intending to cut down 
the electric light to which she had. for 
some reason, taken a dislike- 1 am 
perfectly prepared to admit that anything 
to do with electricity has me beaten. 

But as I took my shower that evening, 
by the guttering chiaroscuro of a Price's 
night light, it occurred tome that the time 
has come to abandon my silly, frivolous 
ways. What 1. had better have for 


_ What 1. had better 

e, slimy. ' Christmas is a do-it-yourself manuaha 
green fungus that has sprouted just by thick volume called something like The 
the back door, and the cold water flood Idiot Woman’s Guide to Domestic 
(this last prompted an interesting never- Intelligence — or How to Get the upper 
sion to type in Alexander, who drifted Hand in Your Home. 
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Marriage counsellor Madeleine 
Kingsley meets John Gottman, 
whose mix of science and therapy 
offers hope to troubled couples 



<kJAGES 
FAIL 


AND HOW YOU CAN MAKE 
YOURS LAST 



JOHN GOTTMAN 

Left. Professor John Gottman and. above, his book 


Get the hell out of 

a heavenly match 



Hard times: Richard Burton and Elizabeth Taylor, the embittered couple in Whose Afraid of Virginia Woolf? 


A n American in 

London this week 
has unusual designs 
on your marriage. 
John Gottman. Professor of 
Psychology at the University 
of Washington, is here to tell 
us how any couple — even one 
at divorce's door — can im¬ 
prove their relationship 
through a repair and mainte¬ 
nance' programme develop¬ 


ment in his own Sea rile “Love 
Lab". Finding that seven years 
after marriage, 75 per cent feel 
less happy than they originally 
did. Professor Gottman sec 
about studying what research¬ 
ers had sorely neglected: a 
scientific study of what made 
up the 25 per cent. 

His controversial approach 
involves couples having ECG 
electrodes attached to chests. 


sweat detectors, pulse moni¬ 
tors and a video camera 
dosing in on every expression 
and gesture. 

Contrary to myth, he found 
it was nek financial ease or 
compatibility that made the 
difference, but the way happy 
couples steered their way 
through disagreements with¬ 
out drowning in the destruc¬ 
tive rapids of criticism. 


EXCLUSIVE OFFER 
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Two-night city cruise to 
Hamburg or Amsterdam 
from only £49 



contempt, defensiveness and 
silent sulks. 

Arguing, he says, “can be 
one of the healthiest tilings a 
couple can do" provided they 
make up easily and are as free 
with affection as anger. 

If the amount of time spent 
touching, smiling, laughing 
and paying compliments out¬ 
weighs by a ratio of five to one 
the rime spent at odds, then 
you have got what Professor 
Gottman calls "the magic". “I 
think a good marriage is like a 
jazz quarter." he say’s. "It's 
about the music a couple 
makes together... and the 
w ay they improvise." 

In the past 20 years. Profes¬ 
sor Gottman 155. twice mar¬ 
ried. with a seven-year-old 
daughter), has analysed not 
jusr the feelings but the physi¬ 
ology of hundreds of husbands 
and wives: the way their pulse 
rate, respiration and blood 
pressure react in everyday 
conversation and strife. 

Cher here, he may not yet 
have the cftai-show clour of 
marriage gurus Dr Ruth (sex 
enhancement) or John Gray 


[Women are from Venus, Men 
are from Mars) but in Amer¬ 
ica. the cerebral psychologist 
who has coupled the appliance 
of science with the art oHove is 
hot property. 

The professor fields 20 calls 
a day from anxious spouses 
and also deals with a punish¬ 
ing schedule of long-distance 
flights, lectures, counsellor 
training programmes and 
fruitful weekend workshops 
for 100 couples. “After 24-1 wur 
follow-up sessions. 35 per cent 
say their marriage has im¬ 
proved from terrible to pretty 
OK." he says, "and if they 
follow my programme — five 
hours a week — Then it's going 
to keep getting better." 

Some people, he says. 
"aren’t prepared to restructure 
their rime. They say ‘If I have 
to talk to my partner in order 
to haw a gtwd marriage, then 
to hell with that.' Bui couples 
who make the biggest gains 
have a two-minute morning 
leave-taking ritual, a 20- 
minute evening reunion to 
unwrap the day, and a bed¬ 
time kiss. 


‘Five minutes more at some 
point in the day goes on a brief 
phone call, a note, or maybe a 
thank-you for doing the gro¬ 
cery shopping. At least two 
hours a week is to be splurged 
on a date away from the 
children." 

Confident in the long-term 
potential for vibrant, power¬ 
sharing marriages. Professor 
Gottman provides a welcome 
antidote to reactionaries who 
have met rising American 
divorce rates with outraged 
moral panic. 

I n the post year five 
Southern states have 
introduced an optional 
covenant marriage for 
those couples who have agreed 
ro divorce only in extreme 
circumstances such as physi¬ 
cal abuse. 

"It's an attempt to oust no- 
fault divorce in a sinister kind 
of way." says Professor 
Gottman. “1 can see couples 
pressured into it as one says. 'I 
am sure you’d choose the 
covenant if you really loved 
me. honey'." 


Heaven forbid that should 
happen here, where we have 
the highest divorce rate in 
Europe. In one generation, 
says the Office of Statistics, the 
numbers marrying have 
halved and the numbers di¬ 
vorcing have trebled. 

Nearly three million child¬ 
ren grow up in step-families. 
Four out of ten UK marriages 
end in divorce at a public cost 
of more than £4 billion a year. 
If Professor Goitman’s disci¬ 
plined, down-to-earth tech¬ 
niques help to reverse the tide 
of marital misery, we could be 
counting our social blessings. 

As a couples counsellor. 1 
am not convinced that the 
reserved British are ripe for 
revealing their problems — 
with communication, in-laws 
and sexual desire. For many, 
simply seeking help and trust¬ 
ing a professional stranger is 
hard ertough. 

■■’With impartial ob¬ 
servations and statistics," 
claims Professor Gottman. 
“you can hear nature tell ydu 
what is true." But 1 doubt that 
he has rumbled the universal 


The Woody Allen theory 


S helley’ and Jonathan 
Bloom booked in for 
John Gottman's first 
Seattle workshop in 1W. 
Jonathan. 47. is a health 
administrator and Shelley. 
4i works in community edu¬ 
cation. They nave been mar¬ 
ried for i2years and ha\e two 
children. 

“Our marriage wasn't ter¬ 
rible at that particular time, 
because we'd settled down 
and come to accept things in 
each other," says Shelley. 
“But there were still some 
resentments. We'd had our 
rockiest time in the first three 
years of marriage. 

“Jonathan had unresolved 
problems from his first mar¬ 
riage. and I couldn’t under¬ 
stand why everything wasn't 
blissful when i'd found the 
love of mv life." 

Sheliey'andJonathan were 
surprised by the diversity of 
couples they met at 
Gonman's workshop: "Some 
were engaged, and some 
were actually divorced but 
hoping to g*a back together. 
But although there were so 
many of uv the whole week¬ 
end was structured around 


One couple’s verdict on Gottman: 
'He helped us laugh at ourselves’ 


privacy and ihere was plenty 
of room, physically, to find it. 

“There was no uncomfort¬ 
able group disclosure. John 
and his wife Julie would 
explain an exercise and we'd 
then gu off and do it in pairs. 

“It was greai ro realise 
from his statistics that we 
were not the only ones hav¬ 
ing problems — that it was 
quite normal: in fact, to be 
expected — that you'd feel 
lonely at times in a marriage 
and divided by completely 
different private thoughts 
about an issue." 

(Gottman. for instance, 
uses a scene from the Woody 
Allen movie. Annie Hall, to 
highlight a classic disagree¬ 
ment about sex. When 
Annies therapist asks her 
how often slie and Alvie sleep 
together, she says, "Con¬ 
stantly. Three times a week." 
Alvie's view is. "Never. Three 
times a week.") 

Gotrman. say the Blooms, 
"helps us to laugh at our¬ 


selves and our situation. 
He'd say. ‘Haveyou ever.. 7 
and we'd find ourselves nod¬ 
ding and recognising "yes. 
chat sounds jusr like us'." 

“The big emphasis on day 
one," saw Shelley, “was on 
building fondness and ad¬ 
miration. In one exercise. 
Jon,titan tad to choose five 
words from a long checklist 
of pnsithw; that he thought 
best described me. I guess 
some really embattled cou¬ 
ples struggled over that. It 
brought me to tears because 
Jonathan didn’t normally 
give me compliments. 1 can 
still remember that he picked 
wit 'stmng. beautiful, sensi¬ 
tive. caring and intelligent'.” 

O n the second day, the 
Blooms were invited 
to look at the main 
issue in their relationship. 
“Wc were each given time to 
talk without the other one 
interrupting. Jonathan was 
only to tell me what he'd 


heard, show interest and ask 
more questions. 

"It may not sound major, 
but for me. one sore issue 
was the use of TV. 1 hate TV, 
and I didn't like Jonathan 
having it on every evening so 
that it lulled conversation 
and the kids relied on ft. If I 
went to turn it off or im¬ 
patiently pushed the mute 
burton, it caused a lot of 
tension. I’d never liked to 
push it too far because it 
seemed such a flashpoint. 

"But it felt safe in the 
workshop. I was able to let go 
of some resentment and just 
having Jonathan listen was 
in itself a help. He said he 
understood and would try 
very hard.” 

The Bkfems say that they 
felt "reconnected and there¬ 
fore physically more affect¬ 
ionate" after their weekend. 
“We weren’t all of a sudden 
rocking round town kissing," 
they say. "But in a less 
dramatic way. we felt there 
was more mist and that 
emotionally, we’d found a 
deeper level. It hasn't Worn 
off: in feet, we continue to see 
very slight, subtle changes." 


solution to discord d deux. 
Marriage is a coat that comes 
in many designs and colours. 
One size will never fit all. 

However, some will find 
Professor Gottman’s dear pre¬ 
scriptions distinctly more pal¬ 
atable than exploration 
through “talking therapy". 
And, at die risk of gender 
generalisation. I. suspect the 
chief benefidaries will be men, 
who fare far worse in divorce 
than women, of whom 71 per 
cent are the initiators. 

Among divorced men, 51 per 
cent later regret splitting; they 
earn on average 10 per cent 
less than otherwise identical 
/named men and are at great¬ 
er risk of heart disease. For 
men. the professor's appeal is 
as a practical problem-solver 
rather than a theorist 

“My workshops attract men 
who read science fiction, think 
logically and believe that tech¬ 
nical research really counts," 
he says. "They are builders as 
well as lawyers." 

Gottman thinks women 
have made huge emotional 
and lifestyle shifts in the past 
30 years, and lhat it is now 
men’s turn to catch up. He 
agrees that women have his¬ 
torically taken responsibility 
for family happiness, and are ‘ 
more adept at reading feelings 
and opening discussion on 
emotional issues. So his love 
labs" may be a venue where 
men can learn what comes 
naturally to women. 

Workshops begin with his. 
own Love Map board game, 
which tests whai couples know 
about each other. “Some hus¬ 
bands know a lot about iheir 
wives’ world. They've seat her 
in the workplace, they know 
her cast of friends, her least 
favourite relatives, her favour¬ 
ite novels, dreams and con¬ 
cerns. But if they realise they 
could know an awful lot more, 
it’s not painful; it's fon. irs 
gratifying to hear them say 
'Oh. is this what she really 
wants? I can definitely do 
this.’" 

Professor Gottman’s ideal is 
to prevent couples giving up 
on marriage too easily. But he 
admits to putting a scientific 
spin on the Old Testament 
text “Two are better than one. 
because they have good re¬ 
ward for their labour." 

9 John Gottman speaks at the 
. One la One conference on 
Wednesday. December 3 
&17I-83152611. His book. Why 
Marriages Succeed or Pail (£9.9*1. 
is published by Bloomsbury 
this Keek. 
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Josa Young 


reports on how 
todays foundlings 
have coped with 
being abandoned 
at birth 




ost of us date our 
lives from the day we 
were boro. But for a 
tiny minority.Iife be¬ 
gins when they are found in a bus 
shelter or a telephone baa. These 
children are known as foundlings, 
a label attached to abandoned 
babies that has not changed since 
Henry Fielding wrote his novel The 
History of Tom Jones —- a Found¬ 
ling, in themid-18th century. 

Tomorrow the concluding epi¬ 
sode to the BBC dramatisation of 
the novel wQT be shown and 
although I am not going to spoil the 
ending for you, suffice it to say that 
unlike most foundlings. Tom does 
find out who his mother is. 

For Sandra Webster, there has 
been no happy ending: She was 
found on a dark, chilly evening by 
the editor of a now-defunct news¬ 
paper behind his office in King’s 
Cross. It was 630pm on November 
8, 1955, She was about three weeks 
old. Years later, the editor's daugh¬ 
ter wrote to tdl her she was healthy 
when found and to tell hex the exact 
circumstances of her discovery — 
but Sandra will not divulge -tills. 
She says: **I cant say what I was 
wrappedin.' 1 deed to keep some¬ 
thing bads, just in case someone 
comes forward." 

Originally called Elizabeth Gray 
— after the Queen and the nearest 
road to which she was found, as is 
the custom — her name was 
changed to Sandra when she was 
adopted. She grew up,, became a 
nurse and married All . went well 
until the birth of a daughter 
sparked off post-natal depression. 
Her condition was provoked, she 
believes, by unresolved feelings 
about being abandoned. 

Since then she has counselled 
more than 60 fellow foundlings 
through die National Organisation 
for Counselling of Adoptees and 
Parents {Norcap), which runs a 
foundling sub-group. “You think 
you are me only one." she says. “It 
helps to know there are others." ■ 
In England and Wales since 1977, 
babies in this category have been 
registered separately on the Aban¬ 
doned Children's Register after six 
months to ayear of police inquiries. 

The numbers vary wildly; in die 
first year there were five. They 
hovered in single figures until 1963. 
when they shot up to 16. They rose 
during the recession of the late 
19805, with a record 18 in 1969. 
There are slightly more girls found 
than boys, although whether this is 
because girls are tougher at birth 
and morelTkdyta survive exposure . 
is not known. ■■ • 
little Catherine Nightingale .** 
set to be the first to be registered 
this year. At S.40am on May 15. an 
Edmonton newsagent opened his 
door to bring in the papers. On the 
step was a holdall containing a very 
small newborn baby-girl wrapped 
in a tea towd and T-shirt. The 
newspaper delivery men said die 
had not been there an hour earlier, 
when they dropped the papers. 
Some desperate girl chase her 
moment — she knew that news¬ 
agents open early. “We all think die 
was left to be found." says her case 
worker Mary Cook. 

Sandra confirms that few babies 



never 
know where her 



are found .in “negative circum¬ 
stances’* — in other words, they are 
rarely leftto die. Catherine's moth¬ 
er must have been very young 

because the baby '_ 

weighed only 41b in 
spite of being healthy 
and foil-term-'. The 
police handed die baby 
over to the out-of-hours 
social worker, who 
named her Catherine 
after her first foster 
mother and Nightingale 
after a nearby street. 

The police carried out 
an exhaustive investiga¬ 
tion but nobody came 
forward, so she will be 
adopted. -• - 

In North London last year there 
was a less typical case: A young 
woman admitted herself to the 
labour ward of North Middlesex 
hospital and gave birth. She spoke 


They are 
nearly 
always left 
where 
they will 
be found’ 


no English and while staff were 
trying to find an interpreter, die 
vanished, leaving her baby girl 
behind. 

_It is difficult to under¬ 
stand in this liberal age, 
where illegitimacy and 
single parenthood carry 
no stigma, why any 
woman would abandon 
her baby. “At least I can 
comfort myself that the 
sodai dimate at the 
time made single par¬ 
enthood . impossible." 
says Sandra Webster. 

Today most adoptees 
can trace their birth 
parents, although some 
~ choose not to. Andy 

McNab, author of the SAS 
bestseller Bravo Two Zero, has no 
desire to trace the woman who 
abandoned him in November 1959 
in a Harrods carrier bag on the 


steps of Guy's Hospital in London. 
“The couple who adopted me did a 
great job and I never fdt the 
impulse to look for anyone else. As 
far as I’m concerned, they are my 
parents." 

Reunions between adoptees and 
their famous parents, however, do 
pop up regularly in the papers: 
Clare Short and Joni Mitchell 
recently fulfilled two adoptees’ fan¬ 
tasies about having celebrity par¬ 
ents. “i feel I am a jigsaw,” said one 
adoptee trying to find his parents. 
“All my pieces are there, but the 
ones at the bottom are blank." 

But for the foundling there is no 
trace — the blank cannot be filled. 
The National Contact Register will 
not list them because their cases are 
considered dosed. 

“You know nothing about your¬ 
self or your family." says Sandra. 
“For instance, my husband is 
average height but my elder son is 


Henry Fielding's famous foundling from The History of Tom Jones, played by Max Beesley on BBC1 


already over six feet tall with size 13 
feeL Where does that come from?" 

Dr Malcolm Smith, a Durham 
University anthropologist, has 
studied child abandonment 
throughout history. He conduded 


that it was a haphazard business in 
Britain, but became a form of 
family planning elsewhere — a 
system that originated in 14th- 
century Italy. Dr Smith says: 
“Every town in southern Europe 


CELEBRITIES WHO MADE IT ON THEIR OWN 



Moses was left in a basket 
among the buBrushes 


SAS author Andy McNab: left 
on the steps of Guy's Hospital 


Novelist Harold Robbins: Edith Raft abandoned by her Designer Bruce Oldfield: 

abandoned at eight days mother when she was two placed in a Bamardo’s home 


had its foundling hospital. The 
hospital had a revolving cradle — 
rather like the night safe in a bank 
— into which you popped your 
unwanted baby before pushing it 
into the wall, knowing that rudi¬ 
mentary care lay within — al¬ 
though mortality rates were high, 
in some places 100 per cent 
"Jean-Jacques Rousseau, the 
18th-century philosopher, aban¬ 
doned his five illegitimate children 
in this way. If you made a pre¬ 
marital mistake in those days in a 
Catholic county, it might render 
you unfit to wed. Without the baby, 
you would be a better prospect" 
Sandra says: “A lot of our sorrow 
isn’t for us. It is for the women 
desperate enough to leave us. They 
have had to live their whole lives 
with the guilt, and they will never 
know what happened to their 
child." 

• Norcap (National Organisation 
for Counselling of Adoptees and 
Parents). 112 Church Road, 

V A'heatley, Oxfordshire X33ILU. 


Grand National for gadgeteers 


T he nightmare-preven¬ 
tion mattress, the inflat¬ 
able chamber pot. the 
faecal-collecting walking stick. 
They all sound like spoof ads 
from Private Eye. But the 
biggest laugh is that they are 
genuine. Not only that, some- 


Inventors may be zany, but some are 
also wealthy, says James Rampton 
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one has gone to foe trouble of 
registering them with the Pat¬ 
ent Office in London. 

All these hare-brained 
schemes are featured in Great 
British Inventions, edited by 
Mark Tanner. “When it comes 
to ingenuity, Britain still rules 
the waves," he says. 

Figures from the Japanese 
trade ministry show that since 
the Second World Wax more 
than 50 per cent of worldwide 
patents have emanated from 
the UK, against 2S per cent 
from the United States and 5 
per cent from Japan. 

Who dse but a Brit would 
have dreamt up a cereal bowl 
that stops your cornflakes 
becoming too soggy, or the 
combination backpack, camp- 
bed and frame tent? Indeed, 
200 British inventors are gath¬ 
ering this weekend at the 
Barbican for the London Inter¬ 
national Inventors Fair, with 
inventions ranging from 
hand-free hairdryers to fold¬ 
ing wheelbarrows. 

David Wardefl, the editor of 
Inventors World magazine, 
reckons that this British pecu¬ 
liarity is because “we’re imagi¬ 
native. Ifs something about 
being an island race. We don’t 
just sit around, we get on with 
things. There’S also a romance 
aflafched to it" 

Iain Andrew, a part-time 
actor in the Scottish television 
soap High Road and a full¬ 
time inventor, has devised 

such innovations as the ex¬ 
tendable bath. “I lived in a flat 
in Glasgow which had only a 
shower." he says. T thought 
there was enough room for a 
bath in there, bur it would 
need to slide bade. So l made a 

model of one and approached 
flue Patent Office. Necessity 
was die mother of invention." 


He went an to dream up the 
slightly less practical concept 
of a portable minor-ball “I 
went to a 1)2 concert where 
they had a 40ft-wide mirror 
baD, and I thought Td like 
one of those'. So I went home, 
got out my soldering-iron and 
finked 150 CDs together with 
paper dips. My mirror ball is 
6ft in diameter and it collapses 
for storage into a shoe box. I’m 
dunking of patenting it" 

Mr Andrew is typical of the 
Great British Inventor dog¬ 
ged, imaginative and just the 
right side of barking. He puts 
our affinity for innovations 
down to another constant of 
British life: the poor climate. 

‘Historically, we have a hell 
of a high invention ratio," he 
says, “and it’s probably to do 
with our inclement weather. If 
you’re indoors for 18 hours a 
day in, say, Lewis in the Outer 
Hebrides, then you’ve got a lot 
of time to think of ways to get 
out We’re all mad." 


Ai 


quick glance at the 
history of inventing 
.bears that out “My 
favourite is a patent from the 
1960s for a birthing table," Mr 
Wardell says. “The unfortu¬ 
nate mother in labour is 
strapped to die table, and the 
doctor pulls a lever to make it 
revolve. “The idea is that the 
cen tr if u gal force helps deliver 
tiie baby. There is even a net 
provided to catch the child." 

Mr Ward ell also comes up 
with “a hat with a gun 
attached, invented in Britain 
by a Mr. Pratt at the turn of 
the century. When the proto¬ 
type was tested, tiie unfortu¬ 
nate guinea pig had his neck 
broken by the recoil and died. 
-But the inventor still went 
ahead and patented it. IfS that 



HOW TO BE 

AN INVENTOR 


■ Don't >eQ anyone about 
your brilliant idea — not 
even your family. 

■ Prove [ha! no ooe else 
has had the same idea. 

■ Register your invention 
with an explanatory 
drawing at the Patent 
Office. This wfl] cost £25. At 
this stage you might 
consider employing a 
patent agent who will draft 
you a watertight 
application. But that could 
set you back by as much as 
£ 2 . 000 . 

■ A year later, for another 
E13Q. the Patent Office 
publishes your idea. 

■ Once the Office is 
satisfied it is original, fora 
further £130 you are issued 
with a full patent. 

■ This will still only apply 
In die UK. You need to 
register with overseas 
Patent Offices individually. 
Cost is about £2,000 per 
country. A worldwide 
patent costs about £140.000. 


Still scheming: Spectangle inventor Douglas Buchanan 


indomitable British spirit" 
Mr Wardefl defends the reput¬ 
ation of inventors. Their image 
has suffered because “it’s easi¬ 
er to have a laugh at some¬ 
thing. But there are hundreds 
of amateur inventors out there 
and they're not all nutters. 

"The main quality they need 
is tenacity. For example, Chris¬ 
topher Cockerel] went around 
with a coffee-can soldered on 
to the end of a hairdryer to 
demonstrate his idea for the 
hovercraft. He was laughed at, 
but the rest Is history." 


Inventing can also be seen 
as the creative equivalent of 
winning the lottery. Douglas 
Buchanan is hoping for that 
kind of success with the inven¬ 
tions coming out of Ids Shrop¬ 
shire -workshop. He is 
responsible for such devices as 
the Spectangle (a contraption 
far hanging glasses around 
your neck) and the Bookminda 
which, when you are dining 
alone, “fights the paperback 
you want to read, tames it and 
holds it flat, allowing you to 
use your knife and fork". 


Mr Buchanan admits that 
foe most unlikely concepts can 
succeed. “Someone came to me 
with a little revolving electric 
motor on a lolly stick so the 
child doesn't have to lick the 
lolly. I’d automatically say 
'next’. Bur the guy who in¬ 
vented it is now a millionaire 
living in Hawaii. He sells 
them for $1 each, and they cost 
10 cents to produce." 

Perhaps we should all buy 
shares in foe nightmare- 
prevention mattress. 

• Great British Inventions, edited 
by Mark Tanner (Fourth Estate. 
£5.99). 

• The London International 
Inventions Fair continues this 
weekend at the Barbican. Present 
this copy qflheTimes at the door 
and pay onty £4for a £12 ticket. 


IN FRANCE, 
A BOTTLE OF 
CHAMPAGNE 




IS OPENED 
EVERY 10 SECONDS. 




Canard-DuchEne. Chamr*gne sans FormautL 
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The winner of an Alfred Dunhfll 1 ^ 

JJUnn “ 1 AD2000, worth £125, is Tom Whitelaw of RmrZi • 
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EATON MEWS NORTH, SW1. Lease to 2031 £600,000 
An attractive mews bouse in j cul-de-sac dose to Sfoane Square and Eaton Square- 
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms. 2 reception rooms, kitchen, cloakroom, utility room and garage. 
BELGRAVIA OFFICE; 0171730 9854 



London and Country Estate Agents 


DRAYCOTT PLACE, 
SW3. 


Three newly 
modernised flats in 
a period building. 

Lower ground floor 
2 bedroom flat 
£275.000. 

Raised ground floor 
1 bedroom flat 
£225,000. 

Second floor 
bedsitting room flat 

aiaooo. 


Lease to 2135 


feint Sde Agent# 

John D Wood & Co 
01713521484 

Friend <c Fa!eke 
0171 5813022 


Established 1872 
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SURREY - Famham Price Guide: £39^000 
Providing spacious accommodation, a house in good decorative order in an exclusive 
location. 5 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 3 reception rooms, kitchen, study, utility room, 
double garage, garden and terrace. 

FARNHAM OFFICE: 01252 737315 




ST JOHN'S HILL, SWU. Lease to 2984 £375/100 
A penthouse flat on the 2nd and 3rd floors, of a refurbished landmark Victorian building, 
with high ceilings and panoramic outlook 2 bedrooms, bathroom, reception room, 
kitchen, gall cried sitting room 124m (4P‘6l and off street parking. 

WANDSWORTH OFFICE: 0181 8713033 
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OXFORDSHIRE - Stadhampton Price Guide-’ 01 5 ^000 
One ot Oxfordshire's oldest houses, a charming Grade II listed cottage. 4 bedrooms 
bathroom, shower room, 2 reception rooms, kitchen, utility room, playroom/bedroom 5 
(potential annexe), converted bam, garage and gardens. 

OXFORD OFFICE: 01865 313522 



MELBUKY ROAD, 
W14. 


On the second floor 
with open vfcw> arrow 

gardens, an Immaculate 

Sat in a quiet location. 
3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms, reception 
room, kitchtm, 
cloakroom, garage, 
lift and porter. 


Lease to 2060 


l 


PUTNEY, SW15L Freehold £695/100 
An elegant and recently refurbished Edwardian house, conveniently located for 
British Rail and Putney High Street. 6 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms. 2 reception rooms, 
kitchen, cloakroom, utility room and 25m (850 south-east facing garden. 
WIMBLEDON OFFICE: 0181944 7172 


£745,000 
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KENSINGTON 
OFFICE: 
0171 7270705 


HAMPSHIRE - Lymington Price Guide: £235,000 
In a convenient location, a refurbished Grade □ listed house with 18th century 
origins and river/marina views to Uie root 3 bedrooms, bathroom, 2 reception rooms, 
kitchen, breakfast area and walled garden. 

LYMINGTON OFFICE: 01590 677233 


HE4.D OFFICE: 26 CURZON STREET LONDON WIY SLD. 0171-493 4106. FAX: 0171-629 6071. email: hcadof6jcec iohndwood.co.uk Internet: http:.-'www.johndwood.co.uk 
y ; PL)N OFFICES- BATTEKSE V 0171-rSOI74 BELGRAVIA: 0171-730 ‘*5-5 CHELSEA: inn-352 14>4 I-ILHAM: 1171-751 4275 KENSINGTON: 0171-727 0705 M.WFAIR: 0171-tUS(1055 hi JOHN'S WOOD: 0171-722 5556 WANDSWORTH U131-S7S WIMBLEDON: 0131-044 7172 
L N nn ' NTr ^ OF FI CL S' CIRENCESTER: OT2S5 642244 EAST CRIN'STEAI): 01342 3>S2t- FARNHAM: 01252 77015 l\ 'M1NCTON: CM5vO 17725.3 NfcUSCKl: 0Hw5 523225 OXFORD: 01 So? 5(1522 WINCHESTER: 0l<H>2 563131 HONG KONG: CO SS2 ;525 .{335 

TO F.l.OPMENT: 0171-195 4106 I.HTFINGS AND MANAGEMENT; To let vour noose or flat: Centra! London 0171-491 4311 * North i.ynd'jn 0171-722 5X3* • Wimbledon & Stsrrcv 01 *>-'■> 444* • South ol the Ml 01750 S 20 SsO . North of the M4 315*5 311322 
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O wners of some of En¬ 
gland’s- finest historic 
houses, parks and gar¬ 
dens have a spring in 
their step even with die approach of 
midwinter. This month, they heard 
Chris Smith, the Heritage Secre¬ 
tary, sing their praises — in return, 
they gave him a standing ovation. 

Private owners were the best 
guardians of historic stately homes, 
Mr Smith said at the AGM of the 
Historic Houses Association. “So we 
must make h possible for two-thirds 
of the nation’s built heritage to 
remain in secure- private ownership.” 

For once, this is not mere rhetoric. 
Thanks to the National Lottery, tire 
Government has a .bit of extra cash 
for hard-pressed aristocrats. 
Through English Heritage, it is to 
provide about £3 million to give 
owners of more modest historic 
properties “rapid assistance”. 

As Mr Smith said: **I welcome the 
'stitch-in-time' principle, under 
which early work to secure the 
weatherproofing of a building can 
save more extensive repairs later." 

Labour has been surprisingly 
supportive of stalely homeowners in 
Government. As Giles Worsley. 
deputy director of the Prince of 
Wales’s Institute of Architecture, 
points out:- “Despite occasional 
threats of punative taxation. the ; 
country house has done remarkably 
well under Labour “ 

English Heritage has the extra 


funds because it wQl no longer be 
funding the conservation area part¬ 
nership schemes, which helped 
historic areas in financial need. Jn 
future, this is to be funded by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund. 

Stately homeowners themselves 
will be eligible for funding fram the 
Heritage Lottery Fund under the 
National Heritage Act 1997, expect¬ 
ed to be in force by the end of the 
year. A flood of . applications is 
expected, but historic homeowners 
must first prove that there is a dear 
public as weE as heritage benefit 
tram any repairs. 

Hie Historic Houses Association 
(HHA) estimates that it needs £130 
million of Government funding for 
major repairs to the fabric of its 
buildings. Hie association repre¬ 
sents 1,400 historic homeowners, 
including Lord Gobbold, who owns 
Knebworth near Stevenage in Hert¬ 
fordshire. and Lord Bath, who owns 
Langleai in Wiltshire: 

A new HHA survey shows that 45 
million people visit its properties 
each year — 250,000. for instance, 
crammed themselves into Kneb¬ 
worth over two days in the summer 
of 1996 to see Oasis perform. And 
nearly half a milli on visited the 
Safari Park at Knowsley Hall in 
Merseyside last year. 

Richard WiDan. HHA director- 
general. says: “Hie houses are 
central to Britain's biggest industry 
— tourism. Forty-six per cent erf 


■ THEY ARE playing 
musical houses on the 
Caribbean island of 
Mustique. famed as the 
former home of Princess 
Margaret David Bowie 
has sold his modern. 
Japanese-style house to 
Felix Denis from Denis 
Publishing, publisher of 
Kung-fu and computer 
magazines. 


Philip Howard, with wife Elizabeth and children William and Sandra, needs help with the upkeep of Naworth Castle in Cumbria 


foreigners who visit come to see our 
heritage. The Government should 
recognise our contribution to tour¬ 
ism by helping with costs for re- 
roofing and stonework, for example, 
which are impassible for most 
homeowners to meet on their awn." 

In its laiest survey, the HHA 
estimates that there are 500 houses 
which are eligible for Government 
funding because they are open to the 
public. Each house needs an aver¬ 
age of £150,000 spent on repairs. 

Mr Wilkin says: “However well- 
endowed these estates are, very few 
owners can afford these repairs." 

Philip' Howard and his wife 
Elizabeth are among those who 
could benefit from the Govern¬ 
ment's new largesse. They live in 
Naworth Castle, near Carlisle in 
Cumbria, a romantic border for¬ 
tress dating back to 1335. 


Mr Howard runs a corporate 
entertaining business at the house 
and caters for about 35 weddings 
each year. Naworth was also used 
as Mr Rochester’s hone. Thorn- 
field. in LWT5 adaptation of Jane 
Eyre, broadcast this year. But Mr 
Howard still faces an annual main¬ 
tenance bill of El50,000 to keep the 
14th-century house going. 


T he income from his various 
successful business enter¬ 
prises means that Mr How¬ 
ard will roughly break-even 
tills year on the cost of running the 
house. But the house, which attracts 
about 15,000 visitors each year, still 
needs about £1 million worth of 
outstanding repairs. 

The roofs have had it” he says. 
“One entire wing is full of dry rot 
and we need to upgrade our wiring. 


If this work was done to the 
standard approved of by English 
Heritage, the cost would be around 
£1 million." 

Since taking over the property in 
1994, Mr Howard has yet to receive 
a grant to help to pay for repairs. 
“Of course we could just sefl up,” Mr 
Howard says. But he points out that 
if he did. the contents of tire house 
would be separated from their 
historic home. Hie 100ft great hall 
has a Gobelin tapestry, and there 
are other family possessions. 

As Mr Wilkin, from the HHA. 
says: “What is special about these 
houses is that they have been in the 
same family for generations, and 
they have that family’s possessions.” 

Stately homeowners are currently 
eligible for £5 million a year of 
grants from English Heritage, and 
its Scottish and Welsh equivalents. 


They received £38,000 this year 
through the Heritage Lottery Fund, 
but only 20 houses are currently 
eligible for lottery money because 
they are charitable trusts. 

Such historic houses are also 
eligible far small local authority 
grants and funds from the Euro¬ 
pean Union's Raphael programme. 
They also enjoy tax breaks, chiefly 
conditional exemption deferring the 
payment of inheritance tax if "they 
are open to the public. 

It is too early to say how much 
fresh funds will flow to our country's 
finest houses — or when that money 
might become available. A spokes¬ 
man from English Heritage says 
that spending for next year has yet 
to be agreed. 

The Heritage Lottery Fund's con¬ 
tribution is also unknown — but at 
least the signs are promising. 



Caroline Charles 

■ DRESS designer Car¬ 
oline Charles is selling 
her Faccombe. Hamp¬ 
shire. cottage for 
£275.000 through Knight 
Frank. 

■ THE former London 
home of Christina Onas- 
sis is for sale at £925.000 
through Foxtons. The 
Mayfair fiat was her 
private London home 
until her death in 1988. 
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Prices to keep you warm 
this winter! 
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• Protected payment 
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RADN OR WALK, 
CHELSEA, SW3. 

CafiniAaf period boose to Jet 
Long lease srafiaNe. 

4 beds, 1 amfer/bed. I ensn&eboth 
ft jacaoJ.WCs/tfcowcn. double 
ro q w i room, fally e quip ped 
tarchen. nub f* ao£ (onlm ml 
roof trace 
D4»«UMpit. 

Cafl 01716361888 


CHELSEA, SW3 

2 bed J ■ Door Bat avadabie 
6 uwolhi. £400pw 

COVENTGDN 

Rfldy avaOable gweiaus 
uufiau»b ed I bed nuboaenc. 
OI3pvr 

DM & CO. 
01712253111 


KENSINGTON, 

SW7 

New decor & 
carpets, CH, nr tube 



KEW GARDENS 

A newly rcfoitxsbed 
Victonan cottage m quiet 
backwater off tow Green. 

2 dble bedrooms, reception 
with fireplace, conservator)’/ 
dining Cm. superb Idi. FF 
haihraaaL patio gas CM. 
New carpets & curtains. 

otherwise unfemt. 

Long let available. 
fMWtpcm 

Griffins Residaitirf 
01403 732555 


THE FACTORY 








0171 490 3949 

SHELL PRICES FROM • 146.C00 - i'SC-O.CCO 
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LONDON RENTALS 


HAMILTON 

BROOKS 


19 n»w lax mpts to let 
Fifty fum studio, 1/2 bed 
and 2 penthouses. 
Courtyard setting. 
Terraces + Patios + 
Balconies 


0171 6332153 


3 Bedroom 

tolljr Furnished flats, 
overlooking Hyde Parle. 
Marble Arch, W2. 

£425 pw. 

Inc Central Heating 
0171 724 5858 
0171 720 4214 


MUST BE 


1 DiVi 041J 


PEMBRIDGE 
SQUARE W2 

Beautifully 
Refurbished 
Two Bed Flat 
hr Pottered 
Mansion Block. 

Wood Flooring/ 
Oak Panelled Doors. 

Main Reception 
22‘ x 35’ 
Kitchen Dining 

Room28’x20‘ 

2 Lge Bedrooms/ 

7 Bathrooms 

Long Let £625 pw 

Tel: 

01717924487 



COUNTRY RENTALS 


TM: 01237 «4M9s! 



FARiNGDON 

Oxfords h ire 

O uiundH veto bon ftn 
chaiutlg 4 bflcbm Srajun 
BMhaoc in piwiy mute mm 
about IS oili *mk of Qxfard 1 
na&iM nn 3 hubm period 

COL C*l*r. frtK^ pnfcn 

£1,100 pan. 
Talflt3<7 820057. 


-OJW. worth £125. IS Tom WhiieJaw n f j . 

l ’ of «arsden in Scotland 
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of Bond’s 
villain 



Emo Goldfinger. left, whose ideas enraged Ian Fleming 

N ot many house; in MarCUS Blimey 
leafy Sunningdale. - - — 

,o U Ze^n d t ventures into 

signed by a Goliath of crime, .1 j 

but Teesdale wins the acco- Ulc mOUcm 

fade, its architect, the modem- , , r -r^ 

ist Emo Goldfinger. so WOlTU 01 EilTlO 

enraged lan Fleming that he - - - 

named one of his besr-known GolufillSer’S 

villains after him - “Mr --- 

B y! d .v:. ir Teesdale 


Teesdale, in Sunningdale, Surrey, was designed by Emo Goldfinger and is considered a prime example of modernist ardhitectore. The house is on the market for £13 million 


N ot many houses in 
leafy Sunningdale. 
Surrey, can claim 
to have been de¬ 
signed by a Goliath of crime, 
but Teesdale wins the acco¬ 
lade. Its architect, the modern¬ 
ist Emo Goldfinger. so 
enraged lan Fleming that he 
named one of his besr-known 
villains after him — “Mr 
Bond... if Mr Goldfinger 
wished to crush you. he would 
only have to turn over in his 
sleep." 

The cause of their quarrel 
lay in GoJdfinger's plans to rip 
down a row of Victorian 
houses overlooking Hamp¬ 
stead Heath and build fiat- 
roofed council houses. This 
was the late 1930s. Later, 
Goldfinger became notorious 
as his tower blocks and Ele¬ 
phant and Castle offices came 
to symbolise all that was 
despised about Sixties 
brutalism. 

Now Goldfinger is back in 
vogue, and his house in Wil¬ 
low Road has been acquired 
by the National Trust as a 
prime example of early Mod¬ 
ernism. Teesdale, built in 19b7. 
is set back from a tree-lined 
road south of Ascot, where 
houses stand in spacious 
grounds secluded by shrubs or 
metal gates that bar even a 
passing glimpse. What was 
once stockbroker Tudor is now 
sheikh alley. 

Teesdale has one or the best 
positions of all, a hilltop site 
approached by a helter-skelter 
drive, winding steeply up 
through woodland. It looks as 
natural as can be. but 
Goldfinger worked hard on 
the drive and the hilltop 








platform to achieve a perfect 
position for the house. His 
dient. Jack Perry, was hailed 
as a pioneer of Anglo-Chinese 
trade in a handsome obituary 
in The Times on January 2 this 
year. Like many people from 
the East End of London, Perry 
went into the rag trade, but his 
life took a new direction when 
he struck up links with the 
Chinese at a Moscow confer¬ 
ence in 1952. 

Over the next 40 years, he 
made more than 70 visits to 
China, and eventually became 
a visiting professor in Beijing, 
spending long periods lec¬ 
turing Chinese students. 

With a determined client 
and architect, the house had a 
difficult gestation and went 
through several designs. But 
Goldfinger was proud of it in 
the end and his widow thought 
it was his best house. 

like early Mies van der 
Rohe houses, the composition 
is long, rectangular and low, 
with scarcely a window on the 
entrance side. The difference is 
that the composition is gently 
askew, like a railway train 
going round a bend. 

There is an Ameri can-style 
carport and stylishly rigzag- 





DEMAND FOR two to ffoebedroom Victorian terraced houses, costing 
from.£200,000 to £500,000, in Putney and Barnes, southwest 
London, pushed prices up 30 per cent in the first half of this year, 
according to estate agent Allen BriegeH. Now thereare more houses 
on the market, purchasers are. no longer willing to payover-theodds. 
and prides have stabilised. ■ . 

Stone and slate cottages around .the lakes of Wrhdecmem, Coniston 
and Grasmere are selling fast, from £70,000 to £150,000 for two 
bedrooms, despite price gains of 15 per cent this year. Larger period 
houses ate alsosougfcafter, from £300,000. Buyers are coming - 
from Manchester and Liverpool looking for second homes. A three- 
bedroom house wttfi-a boat house oh Lake Windermere recently 
sold for £760,000. Its guide price was £450,000. says estate agent 
Matthews Benjamin. . . - 

’ You stilt got a lot of house faFyour moneyw northeast Scotland. 
There has been no property boom there; and prices are stable, says 
Savilb. Country houses within commuting distance, of Aberdeen 
cost from £150,000 ta £200,000 for up to five bedrooms. Georgian 
houses in Royal Deeside fetch from £550,000 for six bed rooms and 
agood areaof parkland. For £650,000 you could buy a restored - 
.ten-bedroom, 17th-century castle In five acres. • • -• - 7 -*- 


The lushly-planted conservatory leads to the bedrooms. The cedaMined walls give the house a Japanese fed 


ging steps which lead up to the 
glass front door. The house 
appears to be made entirely 
from wood but it has a brick 
frame, ft uses the post-and- 
beara construction beloved of 
modernists for its simplicity. 

A row of cruciform wooden 
columns along the garden 
front support “glu-lam" beams 
(glued and laminated) which 
rest on a solid wall at the other 
end. The outside is faced with 
cedar and the inside with 
cedar veneer. The roof is made 
of 2in timbers, rongued and 
grooved and covered with 
proprierary roofing. 

The architect James Dun- 
nett. who worked with 
Goldfinger. says: “His houses 
are built to a system of 
proportions. Every measure¬ 
ment was a multiple of II 


HOUSE OF THE WEEK 


AN EVERYDAYTALE OF MODERN MANORS 


Sir Michael Hopkins. 
CBE. lives with his wife 
Patricia, in a self- 
designed steel and glass- 
constructed building in 
Hampstead, north London 
fright). "Hie property, 
built in 197b, cost £30.000 
for the site, and a 
further E2G.OOO to build. It 
can only be reached bv 

a drawbridge and from the 
outside appears to be 
one storey high, although ir 
is in fact two. 


ARCHTTECTURM. ASSOCIATION 




Sir Norman Foster 
lives with his wife, Elena, 
in a large penthouse 
above the office* he 
designed, on the banks 
of the River Thames in 
Battersea, southwest 
London (left). Constructed 
from steel and glass, the 
penthuuse is dominated by 
its wide open spaces 
and the stunning 
panoramic views 
stretching as far as 
Canary'Wharf- 


Lord Rogers of 
Riverside lives with his 
wife Ruth, co-founder of 
the River Cafe, in a large 
house in Chelsea, west 
. London (right). While the 
exterior is ty pically 
early Victorian, the interior 
is modernist. Two floors 
of two houses have been 
knreted into one. and 
walls have been removed 
to create a vast spacesof 
two storeys dominated by 
stainless steel. 



indies, here giving an Sft 3in 
distance between columns." 
The main pan of the house is 
open-plan, with just a few 
steps up to the dining area. 
“All his houses have these 
slight changes of level. It was a 
feature he tod; from the 
Viennese architect Adolf 
Loos,” Mr Dunnett says. 

Modernists like their dients 
to enjoy perfect communion 
with nature. Goldfinger 
achieves this with huge floor- 
10 -ceiling windows which slide 
back into the walls, turning 
living and dining areas into a 
virtual open-air terrace. 
Goldfinger chose his fittings 
well. The huge aluminium 
picture windows glide with 
ease after an initial pull, and 
the tilr-oui top windows, oper¬ 
ated by a chain mechanism, 
work as easily as ear windows. 
Even a screen which Rose 
Marlin, the present owner, 
said she had not moved since 
introducing a grand piano, 
glided effortlessly when I 
pulled it free of a concealed 
magnetic strip. 

Goldfinger oriented the 
house exactly to the west to 
provide stunning hilltop views 
of the sunset — you look out, 
Cezanne-siy le. through the 
tops of frees, with magnificent 


THE AREA around Wind¬ 
ies ham. on the Berkshire bor¬ 
der of the Surrey stockbroker 
belL is about 20 miles south¬ 
west of central London. With 
its string of palatial homes, it 
has long been fashionable 
with weathJy London emigres 
and foreign buyers looking 
for family homes. 

They are attracted by the 
rustic charm of the area, with 
its leafy, affluent villages of 
Sunningdale. Ascot Chat¬ 
ham and Virginia Water, by 
its golf courses, such as Went¬ 
worth. by its schools, and by 
its accessibility. 

Trains to Waterloo from 
Ascot cake 50 minutes; the M3 
is on the doorstep, the M25 is 
a ten-minute drive away; it is 
20 minutes to Heathrow and 
40 minutes to Gatwick. 

Although you can buy a 
small modern semi-detached 
house around Windlesham or 
Sunningdale for less than 
E120.000. the majority of 
homes cost a great deal more. 
Prices are among the highest 
in the Home Counties. They 
rose 15 per cent and more in 
the first six months of this 


pines and copper beeches pro¬ 
viding glorious autumn col¬ 
our. Underfloor heating and 
convectors keep the house 
pleasantly warm. “The bills 
are about E300 a quarter and 
£700 in midwinter," Mrs Mar¬ 
lin says. 


T he four bedrooms are 
in a separate block, 
approached through 
a lushly planted con¬ 
servatory. “Most conserva¬ 
tories are tucked away in 
extensions, but here you’re 
walking through it all the 
rime," Mrs Marlin says. The 
bedrooms open off a top-lit 
corridor lined with cupboards, 
wooden of course, which give 
a distinctly Japanese feel. 
“Goldfinger told me how he 
had watched the Japanese 
pavilion going up at the 1925 
Art Deco Exhibition, each 
piece of wood being carefully 
unwrapped from crinkly 
paper," Mr Dunnett says. 

The first bathroom serves 
two bedrooms, but has two 
basins, so a child need not feel 
dislodged if guests come to 
stay. The lavatory is in its own 
top-lit cubide of sentry-box 
proportions. “Just like the 
lavatory on a private jet." says 
Mrs Marlin who is never 


THE MARKET 




year, fuelled by a shortage of 
supply. The average cost of a 
three-bedroom detached char¬ 
acter cottage in Sunningdale 
is LSdOOft about £275,000 for 
a new four-bedroom executive 
detached house; and £670,000 
for a: five-bedroom period 
house, according to a recent 
report oft house prices from 
Hamptons International 
Demand for two-up-two- 
down Victorian terraced vil¬ 
lage houses, costing from 
£120000 to £150.000 in 
Windlesham. often exceeds 
supply- Halifax Property 


short of a good selling line. 

The master bedroom is the 
one place where the previous 
owners rebelled against die 
all-pervasive twood infavourof 
painted walls. In moving par¬ 
titions they also exposed a 
column containing Gold- 
finger’s internal rainwater 
pipes — he didn't want gutters 
interrupting the dean foies of 
his exterior. 

The criticism can be made 
that this is a singleaspect 
house with all the main win¬ 
dows oh one side, denying the 
pleasure of morning sun. But 
it also gives privacy as the land 
falls away sharply to the west 
For those with dogs, there are 
four acres of fenced grounds 
down the hillside with three 
levels of paths. 

On top of the bedroom 
block, adding a Cubist touch, 
is a freestanding watertank 
which looks like a recipe for 
frozen pipes but. says Mrs 
Marlin, “weVe never had a 
problem even in the coldest 
weather. Irs a box in a box 
with a cavity in between." 

Teesdale is a modem clas¬ 
sic, built for people who want 
to be at one with nature. As I 
drove away at dusk, a large 
roe deer skipped past. 

•Agent: Ktue Flovd at Faxtoas 
(D171-616 7003}. 

In DOT'S footsteps, pages 24-25 


Services says the market for 
properties under £300.000 has 
cooled, however, because of 
purchasers' worries about ris¬ 
ing interest rates. 

The smartest address in 
Westwood Road will set you 
hack at least £2 million for a 
new five-bedroom five-bath¬ 
room house in half an acre. 
Windlesham’s mansions 

(mast owned by oil-rich. Arab 
sheikhs) are still sought after 
by cash buyers, despite price 
rises of up to 30 per rail this 
year, says estate agent Knight 
Frank. 

Large count*? houses with 
land ore rare—movedoscr to 
Guildford if you want to buy 
one of these. New houses 
dominate foe top end of foe 
market. Expect to pay any¬ 
thing from £500X100 to more 
than £1 roOiion fora modest 
five-bedroom house on half 
an acre, near Ascot A six to 
eight-bedroom 1930s house 
with a pool tennis court and 
an acre or two will cost £2 
million or more— if you can 
find one for sale. 

Cheryl Taylor 


This restored two-bedroom end-of-terrace Victorian house with a 
. sbutitfadngreargprden In The Retreat, a secluded Barnes backwater 
on the outskirts of “Little Chelsea*, southwest London, will set vou 
back £207,500 (Alton Briegtrf, 0181-3921635). 




Offers over £200,000 are being Invited for Holywell House, a 
detached stonebuiK five-tiedroom period house, in beautiful terrace 

gardens, on the edge of Helton village, overlooking the Lake Distrit 
National Park. It Is currently run as a country bed & breakfast ant 
has parking for she cars (Penrith Fanners & Kklds, 01768 862135 


Nor* of the Bordet DrumWair Lodge, a Grade S listed 18th-century. 

flve-bedroom country house in 3.2 acres erf wooded grounds, at 

Forgue, by.Hwrttey. Aberdeenshire, can be had for a similar amount 

It s approached, by a drwe and a gateway with stone pIBare and 

comes with stone outbuildings (Swills, 01356 622187). 


CHEFTYL TAYLOR 
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TELEPHONE 

0171 680 6807 


Christmas Gift Guide 


FAX 
0171 782 7703 
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: Champagne Collection 

£30.00 

indnding defivery 




MAIL ORDER 


Freephone 0800 191111 

FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS CATALOGUE OR TO ORDER. 




SWAP 


GIFTS FOR 
ENTHUSIASTS 


BALLOON FLIGHTS 


GIFTS FOR 
EVERYONE 
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GIFTS FOR BOYS 



E33Z3IZE 


Home-cured Ham 
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GIFTS FOR HER 



Port & St i iton £22 L)l> i 
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^■dnoKT! 

The new 
Janes Reger 
catalogue 
see it to 
believe ill 
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GIFTS FOR ENTHUSIASTS 
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y GIFTS FOR HIM 



■® Superb pure 

J“* N , SR two-fold cotton 

* I i poplin shirts. Perfect 

Christmas gifts from 
an incredible 

■I £26 

Distinctive cufflinks 
/IV^y^ and silk ties. 

—- ■”«- 24hr despatch. 

> For your FREE brochure 

phone 01845 575100 or 

e-mail: sale5@joseplitiirner.co.nk 

at 

Joseph Turner 


GIFTS FOR HIM 



& 


fe. 



HAND COT 
WOODEN JIGSAWS 
IROMYOOR PHOTOS 



0181 840 0108 


0800 851871 


CHRISTMAS FAYRE 




The Dolls Home Emporium 

Dept 1XQSL RJpky, DerbyiUre DBS 3JD 
Deiw Into ftp tone t Imag ha tt w md comprahe nai tp rmr t n f fm at 
dots’ h M W . tumfcjm and ii w ui ri n A. Rhg tor your FREE 
colour <—-toj- , io tun your dots’ hows draams. 

01 773 SI 3 773 none nan dcptrtmtst TIGS 


ROYALACADEMY 
OF ARTS 



07000 NORMAN 07000 SHARON 

A‘pcntoal tekpbeaa naber'Rr imar lowd can tUf Xbbh 
A i phsu a uiuic i on sll Mcdem IstopboaB we mhImi nun can be 
Inc o qiom nd inn yonr telqjwae manbet og. 0700(1 WOBMAK is 
07000 6<i7626Tl« »lr p h a nn ii far bfc do miner w Im dMage»oftd 
make. Ii can be dzrcacdlo my telephone (radoefing mobSes). 

- Names faistodc for prs Xm cmeriton 
Alim, Aagfc, Asala, Baker, Bany, Brian. GroLGufcy.andei, Cbm, 
CBw, Cob, Day, David, Dans, Derek, Eddb, Horn, Fade, Gcd£ 
deny, Green, Hazel, Rosy, Janes, Jana. I^ne, Jmy. Jones, Jarian, 
JnBe, Karen, Katie, Kdzb, Ksoy, Kevin, Laura, lisas; linda, Lloyd, 
Mindy. MJdasl, Marfa, Micky, Moira. Nicky, Nonnaa, Poe*. 

Kkfcy, Roben, Robin, Roger, SaDy, Sandy, Sbana. Sara, Sonata, 
Sonya, Sttvo, Swat. Tony, Vince, Wendy. 

Price£495(+o»eara of £14] * Anmad Senna,Qmgt 
. £84.60per mourn) AD ioc. VAT 
Csll Ptbo. Only One Nnnfoer on 0S)0 0263444 
(Other names avaflafcfo on reqnea} 


SKID PAN COURSES 


A GIFT VOUCHER 

WITH A DIFEERENGEHSk 

SERIOUS FUN, PROFESSIONAL INSTRUCTION, 
IMPROVES SKILLS, REACTIONS & SAFETY. CARS 
SUPPLIED. H k 1 DAY COURSES AVAILABLE IN 1HE 
CENTRAL SOUTH ATTHRUXTON RACE CIRCUIT A 
MIDLANDS Nr LICHFIELD 

CALL DRIVING MANAGEMENT LTD 81284 771874 


msm 


Trail Lesson Voucher £125 
(The met eocdtLng Christum gflt available) 
Teh MMirO Rncfag og 01243 528815 


RK\ I \ ROW <)1 \ 1\I> 






CLASSIC CARS AT GOODWOOD 


08000269800 



r 
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Presented A Delivered in a 
Willow Basket with Yow 
Personal Christmas message. 
Vi Bottle 

Gay Charhaut Champagne 
56g BaUotm Mondose 
Belgian Chocolates 
£9.95 

Carriage charge for UK £4JO 
TBB GOOD FOOD COMPANY 
Tel: 0I89S B400U82SC76 


rot cam anus it iettdi * 


I Delivered Chocolate Gifts i 


Ckodapn® Is at mvafve, easy te sas same, ponding a more 
Bxtfihg ahraoSn fa fawn far do brodm cnntims 21 pft 
kks frees £4.95 to £49.95 fndodBg detwry and a ami bavtag 
yonr on penand message. PgrfsC (or Gsstaas, 

For a FREE 



CURIOSITIES 

and 

ODDITIES 
TOYS, GIFTS 

and 

STOCKING- 

FILLERS 

The entertaining free 
colour catatoguafrom 1 
; HAWKIN offers an unrivalled mixture of things you 
thought had gone for ever and things you efidnt 
oven know existed, ingenious, intriguing and hax- 
penshre presenta for dddren (mainly) and adults. 
Fax: 01986 782468 Tel: 01986 782536 



FROM RUSSIA WcTH 

* POLJOT 

INTERNATIONAL 


-TN 


I : 3i. 


L 2S 





Hi 






FASCINATION JL PRECISION tfi 1 MSC3A.MSM star IM9 

’Worn by legeadaries hkr Ttnt Gagain is Us InRoneal mBHoa to space 
and £juim» a. iaMIR SPACE STATION. 

AniaettoBm wfamwrtn.rmdwriawaari.nect—amadSm 
a " l “» ww m.na T nm — 
RrpalBatarcaifeaeW 

POLJOT UJC. on 0171S5S SS7S 



DRIVE 3 CLASSIC CARS AT GOOD WOOD MOTOR CIRCUIT 
Dies 1TJC VAT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE fp\ 

T;!. f.TITHRtL RACING ?J0W ON 01243 528815 l O 


JIGSAW PUZZLES MADE FROM YOUR PHOTOS 

OBlVBtB)tN7WOIIKtNGDArSOiM1B£GANT(maOX 

280 PIECES- I Sin* llin- £13.99 ine. pAp 
120 PIECES- IStn ■ 11ln-e 12 .99 ine. p&p 
SO PIECES - 1 Sin x 1 1 In - £ 1 1.99 ine. p&p 
30 PIECES- Shi x 1 ISn - £9.99 Inc R&p 
To ndw and oey v pboM liWkwwUa) iwd poyiaul tee 

AHTY - ZAN Dept (TT5) 

EahtMtaeFarm, 14 Croydon Lain, Bawtead, Surrey, SM73AN 
To/: 07 737 379 342 

M mtund It aa! 100% medtOecI 


Pure Cotton Shirts that 
Never Need Ironing 


Beautifully made shirts from the finest Swiss 
cotton that never needs ironing and stays 
wrinkle free all day. £60-70. Phone for your 

free brochure or wsrt our shop for a 
superb selection of men's shirts, 
ties and accessories. 

Teh 0171 430 1433 

Th« Shirt Press 

Ka^wa^Uandan WC3B 5TD 

Open MoivFH R 3 tWpm.Sat II- 4 pm 


Fax: 0171 430 K36 


Do yon know aqpone wisbiiig to 
cr p u i ia c t Ibc brill & fun of 
driring a Formula racing cor? 
Help them realhe their dreams 


by Defying tiwxn a ringlc scaur 
trrel coone a Goodwood motor 
cudnt 

FESTIVE PRICES FROM £ 95.06 

TELEPHONE 01243 778118 

ob PEAXAR1 RIDES 
3 LAPSESD.ee 
AlatvodiwW "(I wkn 
PETES GETHW tHUVTNC 
COURSES LTD —. 
ContMcdlliwOU 
□adwr. WcB Scmcx sABDSI 
POOOFH 


ttCTsu aai insmu ci s ur wikiij 

let tf ■ i (Alt 


BESP6KES 





7S AS pages fnD of 
designer lingerie, 
evening view and 
novelties £3.W 

master 

CATALOGUE 
W A4 pages of 
steal indy die besi 
Ungerie in the 
woridCS-W 
«| bio is 

BEAUTTFUI. 1 
Swnmng lingerie 
lor tbc larga lady 
lias to 26 £4.93 
Tbe Araericant 

- dpei idrie for 

land best, why 
fbooUyan. 

free holiday 

A FUGHT 
VOUCHERS 
NOW 

' AVAILABLE 


Pfeawewear, Laagky Heath 
Bwslam Park, Eastern Avrooe. 
LHcbBrid, Stslfo. WS13 6RL 



Give him a day he’ll 
never forget! 

From Football Training with a Star, to White Water 
Rafting to Hying a MiG Fighter Jet, there are over 200 
unforgettable gift experiences in our l mm liuddn g new 
brochure. So caD for a free copy now and give him Red Letter 
memories heU never forget ! 

Cal imphone now for aim copy $ TP&f !/*%&!?' ' 


A Personalised Diary 



for someone special 

Stylish, elegant and practical, our unique Spirolux* diary, 
with week to view layout always lies flat. 

H» s&mfine reflllable wallet (103mm x170mm) is available in black 
blue or burgundy. The wallet can be personalised in odd. 
at no extra cost, with initials Or name of up to 20 characters. 

The diary contains useful Information. U.K. and world maps, 
year planner and transferable address book. 

Choose from real leather at £19.95 or eurohide at E 14 . 9 S. 
both Inclusive of postage. 

■Hi ™._0 |der now on __ 

mm U J 5 SS H0NE 0800 0740576 

Gilt Edged Diaries t? ««“ 


quiz. £19.99. 


of an Alfred D™WU AD 2000 , 


SEiBMBBBfiBH 


vorth £12^ is Tom Whitelaw, of Bearsden in 


Scotland 
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This f^ouse had its rooE fl wri»ands and fixtures stolen 

Staircases 
to thieves’ 
heaven 

Burglars aren’t just stealing your 
possessions, they are taking most of the 
house as well. Tom Rowland reports 

B uying second-hand clay now has a policy to discourag 
tiles to help an extension owners from re-using salvag 
to blend in. or old floor- materials in their buildings, 
boards to give the fresh Iv recommends they go for new. gooc 


B uying second-hand clay 
tiles to help an extension 
to blend in. or old floor¬ 
boards to give the freshly 
renovated dining room that lived-in 
feel may seem an innocent enough 
activity. Bui. according to building 
conservationalists, it is unwittingly 
helping to fuel a crimewave. The 
theft of parts of old houses has 
reached epidemic proportions, as a 
Hertfordshire property developer 
found to his cost recently. Thieves 
took floors, panelling and roof riles 
from his latest purchase and left the 
£1 million, house Utile more than an 
empty shell. Any fine old building 
left empty for more than a few 
weeks risks a similar fate. 

“The problem is the ready mar¬ 
ket in almost any of the compo¬ 
nents of a good house." Matthew 
Stocombe, caseworker at the Soci¬ 
ety for the Preservation of Ancient 
Buildings |SPAB). explains. So 
concerned has SPAB become that it 


now has a policy to discourage 
owners from re-using salvage 
materials in their buildings. It 
recommends they go for new. good- 
quality, handmade materials. 

At Burton Fark. near Perworth. 
Sussex, an entire Grade I listed 
staircase was stolen during a 
renovation. The magnificent Re¬ 
gency staircase—valued at £30.000 
— disappeared one nighfThe lead 
fixings had been burnt out from the 
stone, the developer Mike Wilson 
says. The staircase did turn up in a 
lock-up garage in Portsmouth, but 
wfll cost £6.000 to repair and 
reinstate. 

It is not only expensive staircases 
that go missing. In Wandsworth, 
south London, the 18th-century 
Wandsworth House has been pro¬ 
gressively stripped of its architec¬ 
tural treasures over die past few 
months, says John Neale, case¬ 
worker for the Georgian Group. 

The redundant Georgian hospt- 


£0.7$p 





£ 2 °. 


SASH WINDOWS 

£120 
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WALL TUBS 
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£120 




LEAD HOPPER HEADS 
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MAHOGANY DOORS 
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£100 
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tai buildings in Stone, Stafford- 
shine. have lost their roof tiles, and 
much of the interior is also under 
threat. 

"Slates, stone tries and hand¬ 
made dies are vulnerable because 
there is a ready market for them 
and they are difficult to trace." Mr 
Neale says. 

In many cases local authority 
planners specify that old materials 
should be used as a condition of 
granting planning permission and 
owners have linle choice other than 
to comply. 

Garden statues and urns remain 
a favourite among thieves, al¬ 
though it is now easier to protect 
them with solid fastenings, which 
do not damage the fabric, and 
electronic alarms linked to the 
house security system. Victorian 
lampposts and old telephone boxes 
are among the latest items to be 
targeted, with old gas lamps now 
fetching up to £450. 


Take a tip from the burglars 


J ust what is the best way to 
keep your home safe from 
being burgled when you're 
away? Advice can come from 
many quarters — Neighbour¬ 
hood Watch schemes or locals 
who’ve had something stolen 
from their own homes — but 
rarely does it come directly from 
the horse's mouth: the thieves 
themselves. 

That’s why Norwich Union 
teamed up with Kent Police to 
produce a video. Beat The Bur¬ 
glar. Available through your 
local crime prevention officer, it 
features three convicted house 
breakers — Gary, Patrick and 
Paul — speaking about how they 
plied their trade. 


As they explain, most break-ins 
are carried out by opportunists, 
keeping an eye out for the dues 
that can indicate a house is 
empty. 

Making a house look as 
though it is occupied wfli put off 
most of these thieves. Timer 
switches that turn on lights in 
different parts of the building at 
night can be an effective deter¬ 
rent as can more obvious mea¬ 
sures, such as cancelling papers 
and keeping a dog. 

Drawing the curtains is still 
popular with many people, but 
during daylight hours it is an 
obvious giveaway. Modern sec¬ 
urity systems can be pro¬ 
grammed to draw curtains and 


open them again in die morning. 

The best protection for any 
house is a burglar alarm, but be 
warned: burglars are able to tell 
'the difference between a good 
quality system and a cheap DIY 
pack. The latter tend to be 
unreliable and are frequently left 
turned off after a few embarrass¬ 
ing false alarms. 

The best advice, however, is 
perhaps die most obvious: Pat¬ 
rick extolls die deterrent value of 
double glazing, while Paul points 
out that anyone can find a door 
key under a mat or on the top of a 
door frame. It may sound cyni¬ 
cal, but you’ve succeeded if the 
housebreaker moves to the next 
street to take his chances. 
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A Suffolk 
village to 
rob for 

G reatGlemham, in Suffolk, 
is the safest village in 
England. That is the ex¬ 
travagant boast backed by Suffolk 
police statistics. They show It to be 
a crime-free zone, with not so much 
as an improperly parked car 
reported in the year 1996-97. 

The daim stands up nationally. 
Great Glemham has the lowest 
crime rate in Suffolk, which in turn 
has the lowest crime rate of any 
county. Other areas may have low 
figures, but an unblemished record 
is something to be proud of. At 
least, it was until a few weeks ago, 
when the community post office 
was burgled. For the past three 
years this was operated part-time 
from the village hall after the 
closure of the picturesque village 
shop, now a private house. 

Nowhere is safe from the bur¬ 
glars, it seems, and with the peak 
Christmas season for house rob¬ 
beries about to start, 211 residents 
of the sleepy village between 
Aldeburgh and Saxmundham 
would be as well advised as the rest 
of us to take precautions. 

Great Glemham also illustrates 
that there can be a downside to 
living somewhere safe: it can be 
awfully quiet A trip to the pub. 
The Crown, to find out what the 
locals think about this tarnished 
reputation proves a failure. On the 
door is a notice saying that it has 
dosed down and the new owners 
do not intend to re-open until after 
the new year. Still, the lack of 
rowdiness around closing time will 
help to minimise opportunistic 
break-ins. 

With its period cottages and 
gentle lanes. Great Glemham rep¬ 
resents for many a rural idyll. The 
village has 93 houses, ranging 
from £35.000 cottages to E350.000 
farmhouses. 

For sale is Stone House, a four- 
bedroom. timber-frame cottage 
with a flint Georgian front It 
would appeal to both families and 
those looking for a weekend cot¬ 
tage dose to transport links since 
the A12 is two miles away. The 
asking price is £325.000. a figure 
Likely to be achieved without 
difficulty, according to the agent 
Jonathan Penn of Strutt & Parker. 
The figure represents a 25 per cent 
rise over the past five years. 

That sort of price increase might 
mean that small villages such as 
Great Glemham become honey- 
pots for thieves: often the safer they 
are, the more thieves are attracted 
to try their hand. 

Tom Rowland 
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Sixties wonder 
on shaky ground 


GARDEN PICTURE LIBRARY 


A mix of formal planting and modem sculpture makes the 
Gibberd garden worth saving, writes Stephen Anderton 


M arsh Lane, the 
garden of the late Sir 
Frederick Gibberd. at 
Harlow. Essex, has a 
wonderful collection of fine archi¬ 
tectural ornament and modem 
sculpture. But its future hangs by a 
perilously thin thread, with a bid to 
the Heritage Lottery Fund pending. 

Often when you see a picture of 
Marsh Lane in print, it shows a 
lonely architectural or sculptural 
detail in close-up. Why on earth do 
we never see the impression this 
garden really makes — the use of 
plants, the spaces, and the way they 
accommodate and work with the 
sculpture? 

Iris partly die fault of fashion in 
garden photography. Give a sym¬ 
metrical formal garden to garden 
photographers these days and they 
will turn in fabulous, moody shots, 
all taken on the diagonal, with the 
elements of die picture beautifully 
balanced. 

But that is not the garden itself. It 
is die garden through someone 
el se’e eyes—a reinterpretation. The 
classic formal shots never appear, 
because editors are afraid to use 
them in case die image has already 
appeared in a dozen glossy garden¬ 
ing books. 

This architectural image' is 
Marsh Lane’s problem. And yet it 
is a wonderful garden, not just for 
its glamorous sculptures but for its 
horticulture; for its planting. 

It is one of the few important 
designer gardens of the late 20th 
century. But unless it gets ai lottery 
grant, to keep it going and open it to 
die public, die estate will eventually 
go on die market as a house (not a 
very special house) ripe for redeveF 
opment. 

The decline of all gardens is a 
furious descent and not at all the 
peaceful, romantic fading away 
which sunshine and a few wild 
roses would let us believe. Gardens 
go quickly, but quietly, as one plant 
eats another for breakfast 
Marsh Lane is a lovely garden. A 
bit woolly around die edges, per¬ 
haps. and in need of some serious 
pruning, but full of fascination and 
charm. Sir Frederick Gibberd was 
the architect and master planner of 
Harlow New Town. He was also a 
talented landscape designer. 

The site is his major essay in 



The fine lines of a terracotta pot contrast with a wild woodland area 


garden design. It was his all- 
consuming hobby between 1956 
and his death in 1964. Since then it 
has got by with what skills and 
labour Lady Gibberd has been able 
to muster. But she is concerned that 
the garden's horticultural elements 
are fading fast 

At Marsh Lane there exists the 
perfect opportunity to keep a great 
garden of a recent period going in 
all its detail, while it stQl exists. 
Whatever details have slipped 
away could be replaced by looking 
through Gibberddrawings of the 
garden. 

But why bother to fund the 
preservation of a modern garden, 
you may ask? WeD. for one thing, it 
is a garden of “garden rooms" and 
enclosed vistas, but free of the 
domineering plantsmanship of 
Sissinghurst or Hidcote. It is a fine 
example of a freer and more 
modem style. It would be an 
inspiration to the present gener¬ 
ation of young gardeners. 

Admittedly, the Sixties produced 
some cheap and nasty work, but 
should we throw out eveiything 
that was well-made then too? Look 
at the variety of modem paring 
techniques at Marsh Lane. look at 
the novel juxtaposition of clipped 
and undipped evergreens, like 
exotic grated cacti or the back view 
of peacocks. 

This garden needs saving from a 
fate worse than total loss — from 
being preserved as a mere sculp¬ 
ture park. The garden is registered 


Grade II in the English Heritage 
Register of Historic Parks and 
Gardens, which means it is recog¬ 
nised for its national importance. 
But to let the garden linger on, 
without the gardening intended to 
complement the sculpture, would 
be to give modem gardening a bad 
name. The gardening is every bit as 
important as the sculpture. They 
need each other. 

T he garden deserves to sur¬ 
vive because of all the 
efforts of its trustees and 
those who have given 
money fo the Gibberd Garden 
Appeal to save it When Sir 
Frederick Gibberd died, he left the 
garden to Harlow District Council, 
for the recreation and education of 
the people of Harlow. But the will 
was contested and the estate be¬ 
came a debtor through litigation, d 
la Bleak House. 

Hie house and garden were 
saved from sale an the open market 
by a generous and anonymous 
benefactor, who bought the proper¬ 
ty as a holding measure, and gave 
the Gibberd Garden Trust precious 
time to find the money to restore it 
as a public amenity. 

That was in 1995. What will the 
lottery now decide? Time and 
anonymous goodwill do not last 
forever. 

• The Gibberd Garden, off Gilden 
Way, Harlow, is open every Sunday, 
2-6pm,from Easter Sunday until 
the end of September (01279 442112}. 



■ Give winter protection to tender __ 
perennials (Melianthus major. 
Salvia spp-. Cosmos 
atrosanguineus. Dahlia mercla'i) 
with bracken, old fern fronds, or a 
ventilated doche. Keeping the soil 
dry is often more significant than 
keeping it warm. 

■ Plant rhubarb in well-manured 
ground, and cover established 
plants intended for folding with a 
rhubarb pot or light-proof bucket 

■ Complete the digging of vacant 
borders and vegetable plots on 
heavy or day soils, and leave them 
rough for the frosts to break them 
down. On light or sandy soils, 
digging can be done throughout 
the winter and early spring, at 
your convenience. 

■ Lime, if required to correct soil 
aridity for vegetables, should be 
applied before digging and in the 
autumn, to bring the soil up to 
pH6J> or pH7 (neutral). Lime 
applied in spring at the same time 
as fertilisers or manures 
containing ammonia will allow 
the ammonia to escape as gas and 
go to waste. A rule of thumb for 
quantities is half a pound of 
ground limestone to a square yard 
on light sandy soils, extending to a 
pound and a half on heavy day 
soils. 

■ Regularly colled and burn 
fallen rose leaves to reduce die 
spread of diseases such as rust 
and black spot next spring. Some 
infection will remain on the twigs 
and brandies, but the chances of 
controlling the problem are better 
where reinfection is minimised. 

■ Tie in long stems on rigorous 
climbers (ivy. Hydrangea 
petiolaris. Pileostegia 
vibumoides. Schizophragma 
hydrangeoides, and species of 
Parthenocissus) before winter 
winds can break them. Cut off 
loose or forward-pointing growth 
on any selfdinging climbers 
which seem reluctant to ding. 

This will reduce the effect of 
winter winds on the already- 
dinging roots or suckers, and 
allow them to consolidate their 
hold before the weight of new 
growth recommences next spring. 


Bust of Sir Frederick Gibberd by Gerda Rubinstein. The garden was his all-consuming passion | STEPHEN ANDERTON 
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PERFECT GIFT. FREE GIFT. 


A subscription to BBC Gardeners' World magazine 
makes a fabulous Christmas present Ybur friend, 
or relative, will recew 12 issues and a free pair of 
Wilkinson Sward ptunets. Or subscribe for yourself 
and pocket the primers. When you buy a gift sub¬ 
scription you'll get an acknowledgement plus a 
card to send your own message. Subscribers get a 


privilege card entitling them to 10% discount on 
plants in 500 UK garden centres, and an exclusive 
section in the magazine fall of offers and give¬ 
aways. Subscriptions begin with the Januaiy 1998 
issue which will be delivered just before Christmas. 
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1512/97. The privilege card is also sent separately. 
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LILT STARGAZER 

10 ORIENTAL LILIES STARGAZERS (A) 
Superb for Pots, Tubs and the Garden. Tbe 
Beauty and Scent of these remarkable Lilies has 
to be experienced to be believed. Walk in to tbe 
Garden on a summer's evening and enjoy their 
womferfiil perfume. 

Easy to grow, we are offering a collection of 10 
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early cut flowers. 
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Better shred than dead 


Stephen Anderton 

puts hedge clippings 
from last summer to 
good use with the 
latest shredder 


I am tempted to put an advertise' 
nient in the local paper asking 
for other people to give me their 
leylandii hedge clippings. 1 ant 
turning them into mulch, with the aid 
of a shredder. 

Cupresscvyparis leylandii, bless it. 
gets a terrible press'. On good land 
with a high rainfall, leyland 
cypresses grow to massive propor¬ 
tions at a phenomenal speed — 4-5ft a 
year is possible. 

On the other hand. the competition 
of life in a mature hedge slows it 
down, and on poor, dry soil the effect 
is yet more marked. As a fast- 
srowing and short-term hedge. 
leylandii take some beating. They 
will even grow in exposed positions if 
planted small or supported carefully 
until they are anchored. 

You can clip them only once a year, 
hut du not expect an easy job. A top 
she* it on a young, hard-growing 
levlandii can be as fat as your thumb 
in six months, making cutting with 
mechanised trimmers heavy going or 
even impassible. 

If it is cur two or three times over 
the season, it is much faster and 
easier to do, and the surfaces of the 
hedge look less chopped and more 
dense. Ultimately, it extends the life 
uf the hedge — and most certainly 
that of the trimmer. 

1 have a couple of 12ft runs of 
leylandii hedge on the boundary of 
my garden. On this poor, dry soil it 
makes only a couple of feet of growth 
a year ar the top. and only a foot or so 
of growth sideways. 

But that is line by me. I can cut the 
iittie-finger-thick top shoots with 
>ecateurs once in late summer, even 
doing the sides with secateurs, taking 
rhe longest droopy shoots hard back 
by a foot or more, and nipping a few 
inches off the shorter ones. 

Tilts produces a less clipped effect, 
and it merges into the adjacent 
evergreen shrubberies. Next year I 
might do away with the hedge's flat 
top altogether, and let it become a 
long link in the shrubbery. 

Bui what to do with all those 
primings? (Prunings. they certainly 
are. and not clippings. They are 
woody.) I thought l would try 
shredding them to make a mulch for 
new plantings around the garden, to 
conserve the moisture in the soil. 


BARDEN PICTURE I 



Waste not want not astute recycling goes a long way, as mulch, made from readfly available dippings, helps to preserve moisture in the soil 


Shredders were always tricky things. 
Traditionally they jammed. They 
screamed and tore and whined and 
swore as they sliced away at your 
prunings. 

There were, and still are, semi¬ 
commercial sltredders powered by 
their own petrol engine, or working 
off a mini-tr3cfor. The best work on 
the principle of the wood passing 
through a flail in a drum, and they 
happily reduce thick twigs to little 
pieces. Fatter pieces require a chipper 
mechanism with a blade, and neigh¬ 
bours might mistake the sound for an 
air display. 

Bigger commercial machines are 
designed for the tricky problem of 
shredding otherwise indestructible 
cemelery wreaths. You can throw a 
brick into these just to see if they are 
working properly. They work all 
right, and sound like a Sherman tank 
at top speed. 

I have been using the new Quiet 
Shredder from Alco. priced at about 
£350. Unlike the other amateur 
electric sliredders. it operates on 


relatively few revolutions per minute, 
dramatically reducing the noise. 

It has a rotating hook-toothed 
drum, past which all the twigs are 
slowly pulled, crushing them against 
an opposing block. The noise level — 
a cheery, productive rumble as it fills 
its dip-an swag bag with chips — is 
remarkably low. 

T his is not the sort of noise to 
trouble a neighbour, and 
you could use it without 
embarrassment at the week¬ 
end, or even indoors. The shredder 
even manages to crack the wood 
across the grain into little chunks. 

That might be what you would 
expea with dead twigs, but it still 
worked perfectly well on sappy new 
leyland twigs. 

By avoiding feeding it anything 
fatter than recommended (the mouth 
of the machine itself limits the size of 
wood you can put in). I had no 
jamming problems. Even the finer 
scrap ings-up and bits of foliage were 
all pulled through the machine 


satisfactorily, although they were a 
littie on the thin side lor die machine 
to chop small. 

The hedge prunings were soon 
transformed into a heap of mulch 
used to dress the soil around new 
shrubs. 1 could have stored it in a 
heap and allowed it to begin decom¬ 
posing. but it was doing no harm 
around the shrubs, and it certainly 
made watering easier. Instead of the 
soil becoming caked and water- 
repellent. the soil under the chips 
continued to soak up a cartful every 
time. 1 only wish 1 had had the 
machine last year when some free¬ 
standing ley lands were about to 
engulf the garden. 

No domestic shredder is happy 
chewing on daggy. soft, wet stuff, so I 
never put anything with a lot of wet 
leaves, either broad-leaved or conifer¬ 
ous. through it 

But then, no one chooses to cut a 
hedge after a downpour, so the 
prunings can go straight into a 
shredder. That's one less pile of waste 
going unnecessarily to landfill. 



Ateo Quiet Shredder in action 


GARDEN ANSWERS 



STEPHEN ANDERTON 

replies to readers' letters 


I have a plant in my 
garden grown from 
Seed taken from Crete 
three years ago. It is now 
(2ft high and spreading 
sideways. It has large glau¬ 
cous leaves and greeny- 
yellow tabular flowers, but 
I have no due what it 
might be. Any ideas? — 
M. Walicki, Benfleet. Essex. 

I see from your sam¬ 
ple that this is a spe¬ 
cies of tobacco, Nicotiana 
glaum . a tender shrub from 
South America. It is 
naturalised in die Canary 
Islands, and would proba¬ 
bly do well anywhere with a 
Mediterranean dim ate. 1 
have even seen it growing 
cm a south wail in north 
Norfolk this year, but in 
Britain it is at risk outdoors. 
A cool conservatory would 
suit it belter in the long run. 
Enjoy it while you can. and 
protect it in winter. That 
succulent-looking greeny- 
grey leaf is certainly appeal¬ 
ing. and if fed and watered 
hard, die leaves will be the 
size of your hand. In hotter, 
leaner conditions they can 
be less than half dm size. 

At about this time of 
year, oor lawn spon¬ 
taneously exhibits a succes¬ 
sion of puffballs. It Is 
obviously a good environ¬ 
ment for these fungi and I 
would like to cultivate the 
large, classical, red-capped 
toadstool. Is this practical, 
how do I start, and is there 
a specialist cultivator? — 
M. Scott, Shrewsbury. 

This is a touch of 
adventurous garden¬ 
ing and I wish you luck. 
Amanita muscaria is an 
attractive although poten¬ 
tially poisonous organism. 
Read Roger Phillips’s book 
Toadstools for a description 


of the extraordinary trances 
and intoxications induced 
by this fungus in tbe Lapps 
and their reindeer. Your 
problem is that the condi¬ 
tions that suit a puffball do 
not necesarily suit an Ama¬ 
nita. Fungi vary enormous¬ 
ly in their needs.Amanita is 
a woodland fungus, and 
makes cosy, mycorrhizal 
associations with birch and 
pine trees. It also likes the 
fibrous, open-textured soil 
surface found under those 
trees. I know of no suppliers 
of spawn of non-culinary 
fungi, so your best bet will 
be to find a ripe Amanita 
and break it up under any 
trees you might have on the 
lawn, preferably birch or 
pine. A handful of soil from 
the growing site might be 
helpful .too, for spores and 
mycorrhiza. 

Yoo recently advised 

_ that a beech tree 

should be pruned in late 
a utumn . But both beech 
trees and hedges should be 
pruned in early July, ac¬ 
cording to my book. Please 
clarify. — W.L. As tie, 
BramhaJJ, Cheshire. 


Beeches do not Jike 
heavy pruning. If they 
must have it. then late 
autumn is a good rime, 
when the leaves are off and 
the sap is down. It is 
trimming (cutting back 
twigs and thin branches by 
dipping a hedge, or the 
formative pruning of young 
trees) not major pruning, to 
which your book refers. 
This should indeed be done 
in summer. 

• Write to: Carden Answers. 
Weekend. The Times. 

I Pennington Street. London 
El 9 XN. Advice is offered 
without legal responsibility. 
Enclosures accompanying 
letters cannot be returned. 
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HOMES & GARDENS 


Garage Doors 


Global Garage Doors otter the 
ultimate convenience, allowing 
you to open and close your 
garage door from the safety and 
comfort of your car. The space 
efficient design allows parking 
fight up to the door and an 
mease the useable opening size. 


For Colour Brochure pleas® phone 
FREE o n 0500 20 3660 or write to 
Our FREEPOST address betow 



GLOBAL SECURITY (ST). FREEPOST |EXW8).~EXETEH EXl tAZ 


FREE KM AS GIFT w q“ r e™ E30 



ra customers r.PE.'jarrsc £75 

OR OVER FROM TICS At}‘ 

CIOSES 12th DECEMBER 1997 

■ 111114 * 
£30 
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New C0U1 TONE. 

1 Defects 34' x 34'. 

124' Hoi (fed W, 

£19*1 ix 

I 2 tor E35 


TOMATO HOUSE 



GARDEN STORE 


AD TOMS 
6 N 4 ' ends x fit 
tugftep«x» 4 ft* 2 ’ 

~raw tnctode 

—to floor no 
RwrfVera. , 

Standard 

4113" tom} C 99 

6 W 4 * tong CT 9 
8 ft 6 ' long £99 
12116 ' long Cl 39 


LEAN-TO GREENHOUSES 


AB models 4ft 2' 
deep. Hetghi front 
4tt 2" He«W back 

6tt include Siding 
Dow (either end) 
and Root Vent 
Stedtidi H elm 
4ft 3' king C49 C99 

6ft V long £69 I £127 
8ft 6“ tong £69 Id59 




[NRST* 

F"We*W5W. 

I BBC r 

M-Itt-£79 Wtwcias 

WIST£99 K-Itrtiss 
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STEEL FRAME STAGING 


34~x 16" x: 34- (Ugh £15 

awHueitea* — 
mg snow 

50‘119* x 34* Ms 
rfft «seen Bays arfsneV 




6 lt<-x 2 ftrHefah» 
centre 6TT s&wg door 

Detnxoers 


CARPORTS 


Standard 

1 12ft long 
£100 

H>tBr 
i at long 
£240 
Steel Mure. PVC rooting 

■heets. AtyeBUewuffi 
■ogia/ boundary 


HEATH*** Slnste Bunn £03 
Double B ufflw E30 


mi suvubnamttjrmBBrmtKQ 

mam ant msbo.au. sun us mat 
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PfcJttXKmH 51 .MUtMU. 3X (A. ga 



01638 510568 n»raG» 
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a rsw 
JiBixflom | 
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jgr«a_^- * 
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BBS 


TAKE THE CIRECT ROUTE TO OOALI 

CANNOCK GATE 
AT FACTORY PRICES 


Order direct from the UK’s leading sate 
manufacturer's catalogue. 



CALL NOW OH 

01543 462500 

fax 01543 506237 


Quotum Dept. TT4S97. tor your FREE 
CjnnrvJ. Cain pack. Our phone line* 
are open 24 hours j day. 
or untr to: Cannock Caret Led.. 
(Dqn TT4S97). 

\UnhxUle. Hesks Green, 
Cannock, Starts. WS11 2XT. 



Tbe Gateway to 
Great Garden Idea* 


CRAFTSMAN BUILT: DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY 



"Cfjaniuirs are tbe only sta iiflft 
company 1 trust, and 1 recommend 
them Io\qb**d vwTROdx Bum 


* special offer 
Phone now free! and Churchill's will give 
you a 30 day money back guarantee* 


• ItBiJllaiKffl ufies cition : daw 
Most <4iirv fined • Vjlsc punhual 

Call Churchill's 

0800 371982 

CxW FREE and at for Qrotiec. 

CtaR or jMntot a FREE boat o-csuhi- 
un c 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Nationwide 7day terrat ~j 

Churchill's Stairtifts* 

85 THE ST AIRLIFT EXPERK 

' jptnMli lu preww Kmj wrjwhi M-t 


WARWICK 

BUILDINGS 



Win ter 
Discounts 


• SUMMERHOUSES 

• WORKROOMS 

• GARAGES 

• STABLING 
(Plana npedfy which brochua) 
SHOW 5TIE - S0UIEMM MM0. 
LONG ITCHHGT0H, NRRUSBV 

WAHVncXSHRE CV23 6GL 
TEL: 01926 815757 
FAX: 01926 815162 
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)Save £££s oj 
Wasted heat! 

| hftoc to wop 
J ifafUsc when you 
• won* a fire. Sizes lo 
! fir an dnmiseys fine £ 15 . 09 . 

Pfcgfrpbon efcrfceau 

TEE CHIMNEY 
I BALLOON Co 

61252 319325 (Ref TR) 




LADDER STABILISER 

This amazing invention 
ensures your ladder 

CANNOT SUP 
CANNOT TOPPLE SIDEWAYS 


Also eliminates ladder BO UNCE 

ANKALAD takes seconds to 
put into position and provides the 

SAFEST WAY 
to work from a ladder 

Fits an ladders ANKALAD 

p.rfi details 20 New Road 

fr^hf^hiTL Gravesend. Kent 

free brochure DA11 OAA 

frO" 1 Phone 01474 537237 



Space Saving Propagating 
& Growing Systems! 


DUAL 

PURPOSE 


PROPAGATING TOWER 

» MINI GREENHOUSE » 

HOLDS 8 FULL SIZE 
GROWING TRAYS 




ACCESSORY 

SHOWING 

nr 

WORTH 2 


IOT INCLUDES: 


PACK of 8 
DRIP TRAYS 


PACK of 12 
12 CELL UNITS 

PUWTSgOSDSZem 
VirmPLA/iTW 
SEEDLINGS MM SEBJimS 




PACH 

SEED TRAYS 


1H f3'3”l 

CAPILLARY 

MATTING 

lac (bp tm ocp 
(ae&abvbiMK 
P«W*[*«* 



_ Hem 

, ussexm futzoai 

1 f&sas t ranerresm 

3RKHUC OBSSlEUStSte 

save mm F/mmm 

TENDER MB HALF HAftfff 
PUNTS THIS YEAR 
1 bfd tig toot sOOym paWte w 
»*tln«K>Miwrr fceto Shaded Due U 
Ate* fee op d tfcomn (mm 

waxesuWngKCJ* 


ORDER Si PHONE 24 HOUR SERVICE f- B 

01789 470 055 


GREENHOUSE 

POT-TIDY 


femmamsm 


Hga JQ Plant 


rantasHc 




DRIP TRAYS 

RT INTO ALL 

Rframeskthws 

fflOWBffiUHlTSl 
Strong 

coisuix-toi, coaled 
throughout in high 
density polythene for a 
long attractive with a 
stable mSd Oase. Vfe aB 
you need tetdo^g 
compost and seeds) 
to grow and cultivate 
144 or more plants wdh oo 
or diying out 
Plant seeds « bottom 
trays, when genrenated, 
transplant to cel units'm 
upper ways. Sepbm seed treys 
and recananence grewingeyde 
- The Non Stop 
Propagation System! 
OptnmA speoaBy 
constructed polythene 
cover converts ura xtto a 
mini green-boose. Easdy 
moved. A mafigr BriM product 
only avsdabte by mafl unite 
Height 40- approx. 


.CONVERTS TO A SUPER 

MINI 

GREENHOUSE 

INS7AN7LY WITH SUP 
OVER POLYTHENE COVER 


TAKES UP ONLY 2 sq ft OF FLOOR SPACE 

ftrtting-on mul pUnts brings pleasure I 
to many gardeners but hv al Jroowr 
bow touch room b tafcen up in the 
greoihouse by afl those pots, the 
Greenhouse Space Savor RrtTsfysohes 
this problem instantly. Each of the 5 
lien hoUs 10 x T or 4* pots, so that's 
50 in al Ideal for cuttings and raising i 
seetttngs throughout the seasons, Ihei 
potting on and plant display though 
Spring aod Summec 
Ue outride to take advantage of ran 
voter or id avoid making a mess is; 
mnsereatory when watering Height 45". 

Creates a really attractive display in 
axuenaort, patio or garden. Rads . 
away neally when not in use. 
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WEEKEND SATURDAY NOVEMBER291997 


TELEPHONE 
0171 680 6807. 


Christmas Gift Guide 


FAX 
0171 782 7703 


A* 


FINGERIIGHT 

UttnbrigteanfccxlED 
Developed for US amed 
feme U»e vetao map as 
DJanratedordiplospacr.' 
cap pal: or bead band £3199 
+ p&p (baflnjcs mppBed) 
Tel: S-L%ht Ltd farricfaHa 

01329 812055 


UNIQUE PERSONALISED 
PHOTO MOUSE MATS 

Mated In miser 

a (MQDEXMAsraiiKimArarr 

InagnE Ok deU|bi when job (he 
du gift taba boo joarbwate 
phew aad pnxtacni oo a ipnhqr 
NATURAL ROBBER BBaae rea 
PMapi «w of Ac WEDDING. 
ANNIVERSARY. GRADUATION. 
A HaFPYOOUPLE. BABY'S. 
FIRST STEP. THATSTORTINC • 
TKIUMm OR MAYBE THAT 
SPECIAL CAR OR ANIMAT . 
TO.ORDBl JUST SQID ANY SIZE. 

PHorocncApn rro&EJiEitscra» 

AND A CHEQUE FOR JUST 
£MJ PS MAT+Ilffl P*P PER ORDER 
SK>T0 BUGS MASTER ■ 
Kl BOX 4l>naiELMSTCKD. 
ESSEX. CM2 IWF 

TEL: 01245 283586 

^IlijWeaWlifMiaaUd 
ALLOW 7-lfl DAYS FOR DELWfeRY 


GLIDING 
The ideal gift 

Lessons and Cannes at Britain ‘s 
prnaBerr dub Jim a tingle J&'jAr 
to fidl comes. all wOh Mtnaah* 
presentanai awL 
Far denab and broc h u r e 
let 

Lasham Gliding 
01256381322 


Doeswnneoneyo&love 
have to work out job prices? 

The&TL Jove you for buying them Price-IT 
software which does it for them? 

Currently onhrevafebie on Psion 3a.3c&5 handheld computers 
£95 - 60 days money bade guarantee 
Corporate PC Software Ltd 

Tet 01926 612757 fax 01926 612T&5 BrfSdtetoxpKtoftinni 


yjdfev LOST 

FOR THAT 

V* UNIQUE 

CHRISTMAS GIFT? 

Maps aeon pond yea iaihedgfci 
difp ri fl i 

Ore Ac Racial aomeew is jeer fifc 
oocafihelant 
Sadite Adhvted VeUde 
TM t^ favguaro ' 
indjwTILbchadtaamllcnsla- 
" ~ 4bMSai1\ 
AI^-ll^iNMewiiW-Wpr 
From £J. 195.00 

Pec am MamWoo tdl 
Amo AwBp l.iMlh«..ii 
*-S Wood laaa 



I A ( I I J> I \ (. 

LONDON 

1H I AIK I KRI'AKS 

CALL: 0990 499499 


■unuuKOnniLaTCMniM 

Delicious Gifts By Post 
Band made Belgian 
chocolates direct from 
Brugge, posted to any UK 
address. 

BeaatifiiUy PKSKSBS 
wrapped 

Sg2| 

message. 

iSOgmo OTUbt CiSO + p&p 
SOOgms a tbr. ESSO + p&p 
lKnoctokacx+p&r 

V 01474 537237 



227gjfta) itod pact-£945 

454g( lib) dknl pack -£1405 

UQg(l>4l)Mieedtide-£1945 

407gfab)£ccdade-£2445 

lIMeRKAkfiecdaide-£30.15 

Ib227gi8azj (Sad pack_£4195, 

2Mfc Smoked deed «woo _£IM5 


LOCHEN GOWER 
KEMPLETON MILL 
KIRKCUDBRIGHT 
DG6 4NJ 

TEL: (01557) 330361 
(7 Days) 

FAX: (01557) 330385 

Vua/MCard/Amac 
Gift cuds may be included 


call Steal Solutions - Tel: OJ2JH5 6X2798 


CHRISTMAS FAYRE 


unnie ^ 

SLOAN 


Are you cutting ft fine wfth 
you Christmas shopping? 


TRYDECOUPAGE! 

DeeonpRge b the an of tiring cat paper designs to decant* 
objocu 6am small boxes to whole rooms. 

Annie Slorae products arc top quality, simply packaged, 
lobttH and reliable enough to snt the profesrionaLyet a 
pleasure to handle, cwn for the complete beginner. 

Deomptgesei £2155 

(swots, glue, varnish, sponge & brashes) 

Dccoupage Papers (8 different designs per tat) 

The Floral CoQcctioa £ 8.75 

Animals and Objects £ 8.75 

Decorative Decoapage by Amne Some £1259 

A step by step const book 

One Day Deco^agr Course Voucher* . £75.00 

To onto- by credit card, phone 0870 6H008Z 

Call ns far details of the complete range Annie Stoane 
d e c orating m a te ri a ls (pamls, glazes, sfendls courses^.) 

A iHiir T tmilwt 

PO Box 387. Southampton. 5040 3ZF 

Tel: 0870 601 0082 Email: panX@Bmantoro.com 


Christmas Hampers 

& 

Food Gifts 

Good Food ... 

...The pe rfe ct Claiitmn 
...Gift. 

The firms naga oTCZhrfauruj Hnqian ft Food 
OB* are bow avellaDla by mail or ii w. Our 


Part A StOtoa acardva <13.93 to <34.93 
SolWM A OwmpafM <34.73 to <40.00 
Chaaapataa ft Ckocatatn <20.95 to <33.30 
Chrinmaa GtR Boxes <17.30 to <30.00 

Wfac Gift Boms <30.93 to <44.93 

Wicker Bsaapes <79.30 to <330.00 

Ptu* mnny more nyfishiy presesaad Rift Ideas 
iariu diiB Vintnse Qiunpagna. Wins Accessories 
and Crystal Qlanu. 

FW a. fiiS colour brochure plcaae ccttrsct 
THE GOOD FOOD. COMPANY OF 
BAtUUULD LTD 

DEL 01*95 *24001/123474 
Fba 01*95 *25411 

Access visa amerkan Bxnuai a 5wiTCH/Dtn.TA 




ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTORS 



UNUSUAL GIFTS 


GIFTS FOR 
EVERYONE 




<iKl I N RIYKtt S( AR\ I S 
nm f < 15 A BY \1 F' \< \ - (, 111 BOX I .]) 


A SPECIAL GIFT £38+£L50 p&p 
Stylishly long (I.80tn a 0.30m) and 
luxuriously warm, these silky-soft finely- 
woven nadyed scarves from the first 
shearing of young Peruvian Alpacas are 
available in white or camel ipheuindSmi. 


■ TIM.: U1S1 45S 0047 
SAMI DAY M MUM 


IS;!! 
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Bp0 Bratwr of Mr PhatognqJTy. 



A SUPERB ORDNANCE SURVEY MAP CENTRED ON YOUR HOME 


How would you Hke a unique 
map created from the excellent 0r ^ E p ^ y B £ ps 
N Ordnance Survey Landranger 
\ series with your town or viflags in the centre? 

\ Wafa yur nap die rpnocn&* c unam i ni t y aad cxaiatr^ide cotnei iBve 
itidb fnilcoioar farpe *cafc deed fl*A fache* to 1 aak). %ur cnaoo- 
■ \ made nap tn cinuc e* 24"x24" aadawot tfaewa ap p i wtiniael y 
" . -jA 18 mflte rquurc aroand dae ideoed point. Your map fa bmniwrd 
*7 (mrapaiiiated in flexMe pbwic), monntpl on «&i board and 

then edged in a bardnood ludCng bbo ____ 

avaUJe hasnattd only). The hodnated ntPCCfT 

finob rendes fjbt napainruBr mdemimille. 
or your money cheerfully refunded 1 ^WRIST 


OTHER ring 01392 429566 mraxkrnpgORaralthis £29.95 - 

ciiano nx Map Marltetme Lei fREEPGST Loral ai SW6 3BR , ■ - ' i 

UIM 1 mJ.wga cfaeuue hf? £ I 

n^adbdi k p uwdb kMW WBaatn.!_J 

.-.... ....ot pfape cjwec my mb o»l aerrult fM fas libi). 


EROTIC 

SENSUAL SCULPTURES 

of faiab/sstr nm*-i 1 Hi ntWaarh 


Rose ml SAC AS ahem 

0ijou tSi ui 


asoriMr. SWrnJ 309 4LVJF 

01761490 891 


BALLOON FLIGHTS 



01962 774422 


SPORTS 
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Good things in Clef, like handmade cigars can 
sometimes be haid to find. For over 40 years we have 
been offering fine cigars from Cuba and around die 
World to connoisseurs. 

We offer outstanding value, same-day despatch service 
with free membership plus our current brochure from 
which to make your selection. 

Telephone 0181902 26S6 or fax 0181 903 0926 or 
e-mail paul@eigar-cluh.com 
Overseas orders welcome, as are all major credit cards. 


GIFTS FOR LOVERS 


LOVERS 

A “Romeo and Juliet" ph ofspedaDy rejected champagne truffle 
chocolate and a bottle of specially selected cham pa gne conyfcte 
with your personalised message in eaUignuphy. Presented in an 
artnetiye wooden box stendlkd "Romeo and Julia" 

- "but soft whm light through 
yonder window breaks" - 
Onfe *29.00 ladniUijg delivery 
The ideal gift for jour partner on all occasions 
Gift with Sparkling 
Cbaidonnay £24.90 
Bollinger Champagne £45.80 
Moet A Chandoo 08.80 
Credit cards accepted freephone 

0800 7317683 

tap y/www jales @ hanlxo.uk 


Quality Wines & Hampers . | . 

From £9.95 2 Bottle wine pack to . 4s •, # 7 

£249.95 Large Wicker Hamper 

ChabLo Motcib, Snuftcd Salmon ft ' 

Fresh Lcmoa - £19.45 J53K5 

Champagne & Gwcoblcs -__£22.45 WSzfc 

Karla*Bukrf:WLaa,Oiamp»mc.Oyncnm 0<i. *• 

Mtc, Mulled Wine Spice Sactdi. Cream Fudge_£»J5 

Pre a mt a dan Bat Bat: Wine, Champagne. Chocabtex. 

Onugcs re Comttcau. Tea, Oysters in Oil, Xmas Padifing. 

Shonfanmd ______£49J5 

Mr brand 43hr Ddrery Ckxrgts Iran CL5I: Uastarcatd I Vin accaytad 
Sam FOB CtMTOBSHSIVE FULL CSURR BROCHWS i OfBHt HHW 

Davenport* of Ashby 

Dept TIM. Knag* House. S) Nicholas Street. Coventry CYt 4BG 


Genuine Gourmet's Choice 
Scottish Smoked Salmon 

Dntct firam the prepppp^f firing mt (jiip n 

imp r rgnMtiri with mih wfaaty. SSccd lo perfccdon. Ddivgy by 
express courier service. Gosmg dale ft* oitfcn 18th Decatto 
lSg SUn £274M. UKgSUre £3SM inc deBmy & gffl bos. 
10% Dtaaunt far 3 rides or orer ddhmd to one address. 
Special prices for Corporate orders. CMb & Asso ci ations . 
Please phone far details. 

A JSnthei1and(Estd. 1908) Shore Street Portsoy Banff: 
AB452RX 

Tet 01261842448 Fax: 01261842884 

Major cmkt cards accepted. 

ONE NEVER REGRETS BUYING QUAUTT 


Christmas Away 



HARTLAND HOTEL & 
VICTORIAN RESTAURANT 

Shan kiln. Isle of Wight 
4 Crowns Commended 
Aahicy Co an ga ay Rcco mn ie n ded 
Indoor Heated Swimming Pool 
Mnhi-CVym - Sjrnmi - Jacuzzi 
TVwhtkmal C3trinuu>s & New Year 
3 nighta brua £210 
Whiter & Spring Breaks 
2 nights DBB£»pp 

01583 863123 


Brighton Interlude 
Saturday 27 Dec- 
Monday 29 Dec Inclusive 


Wbctho-seeking • tdaziqg escape 
between yocr hectic ccmrnitntafti of 
Cbristnuw and New Year, nr. sareMng 
eady Mid sale bargains from The Lines 
n» Grand pntridci ibepofca locatton. 
SatanJay and Sunday mghu kDChide 
«&■»» dance. Enjoy foil ate of ktaare 
bdtUes. CbQibni pragmaaus and 


£73 ppfyn bed aod bnakftet 
£59 pt-i . E dinner bed and bnatfet 
■area baaed npao 2 people sharing. 
eUkken ibaring widi adult £25 
for rearndontri B1Z7332I18S 




Wr M- . *- \ 1 ' ^ v< 


Inter you to a^uy the 
finrfir Saaam ii Dubtbt 


tthy met lohr the ante out tf 
Qoppfal tfu year aod rehn h 

haart^Dubant 

Or 

Come and see what DMs has to 

L 

t ^ 

New IWr'r&han 

7w won l l be disappointed! 

Wt 

■nmUaaamimmmGUL. 
Trhdt, IMf dfl Vamktrt! 

m 

Rata {43 rpt htcbuivt of 

■9os 

bnjifatt ft IBMr 

CAIX NOW FOR OUR 

m 

SFBCUL FESTIVE DEALS! 


I2SmkFnmckSi.DM.2 
ta ana isJ9so*4 
Fucaassimsnj 

pi 






SWAINSTON MANOR 
HOTEL 

Calbotmre, Id* of Wight 
5 Crowns Highly Commended 

Hegjiu historic country home oBcring 
fine cuisine and spaoexv bedrooms 
Qafamns & New Yev Breaks 
4dayi from £299 
Winer & Spring Breaks 
2 nights D B B £99 pp 
Ljcetaed forOvil Matriagas 
Ota-own l3tfaoaiiiiayChapd 

01983 521121 

THE SLAND'S PREMIEtt HOTEL 


ABE YOU AQUAT1CALLY PHOBIC? 

LEARN TO SWIM 

Happiy and safely & overcome 
any tan* In our two day courses 
with one to ono tuition and a high 
success rate. 



intact CAMAO Swim School 
01437 781081 
GSt Vouchor* AvtdUd/b 


CRAB WAll MANOR HOTEL 


HRIST-MAS 


^ Brows Hotel m 

T LONDON Y 

Emoy Ibc annoaphtre of a dune Enjtt* Ouiaam la oac of Lcodm'i beat 
kep warns, the dbcmetfr desssi mmrendlBai of Breams A ’comuy boose* 
mi tbt bemr of M^yfiira wfzh wood panelled dUng ran. imrins open flit* 
nwtad wfah boHy tfd&Kmtfacottlm. 

CheTDe Canine, Gregory Nldulaea 

Christmas BveDknek 


Christmas Day Lunch and Dinner 

wnl nir4 oB iht trodwnat uiamiini 

New Year^ Eve D inner and Dance 
a iaaihfit* count kmqut and Abes* neff ww 1998 

Space hlimirad so bosk now 0171 518 4159 
ALBEMARLE STREET, MAYFAlR, LONDON W1X 4BP 
A RAFFLES rNTERNATIONAL HOTEL 


Reoently refurbi&hexl and extended 
this luxury 3 red star hotel now 
bouses superb indoor leisure 
facilities with swimming pool, 
sauna, steam room, jacuzzL 
Award winning cuisine, friendly 
but profe ss ional service and log 
fires create the ideal environ meat 
for a festive break in tins World 
Heritage City. 

Tel: 01225 331922 

for a brochure 



kii 

jPPki 


i^vl ■ tJl 1 f * i* 


S hrill/ 1 ! 

Summer 98 




Pre-Xmas Breaks 

3 nights in onh 
Hyatt Hotel £22 
re. BA flights 


THE SPORT & CRAF MANOR - 01837 53053 
MANOR HOUSE & ASHBURY HOTELS, W.DEVON 



0181397 4411 


| GOLF (El GOLFfQ GOLF [El 

'FREE G OLF ON 2X18 HOLE L ONG COURSES + PAR 3 


laiisarrn 


- ^ — 1 to DBCHMHl X * FREE MidVk + 

PAftnr JWTES ri JANUARY' A FEBRUARY ^ Special Breaks 

Wp march ^4 ma HWwk ag?ff 37 : 3 1 !s £ 1 fd /i?a . dbb 




EXCEPTIONAL SPORT & CRAFT FAMILY PROGRAMME 
SUPERB INDOOR BOWLS, BAMIHTON, TENNIS, SQUASH 


YSktied IparUnrtiU wh Pool* 


iHallarca Menorca 
Nerja MarbdU falpe 
.Uea 

FilchtJ and Car Hire trrang td 
(Rrlail tgpill. tar ATI iL hddml 

2 2 tor TriFa=0 E2£ 337 7M0 

VISA Tratri Trvr Aai \a RW01 U.'l jrd 
.‘etsEjxuar tailtm 


SUFFOLK 
HERITAGE COAST 



Come aad enjoy rlre ambience of36 
Gantry Elizabethan Manor Hmk * 

10 u^rflic acres with rearing r *1 to 
fits. Candle hi Dinniag. 
n-e & Part Cbrttmas Revirer and | 
Week Breaks oa|y £43.75 n*PN OR 

20 MgbteWWBCprt, W/end Rte 

FnmfSSPPPNDB + B 
GIVE A GIFT TOKEN BREAK! 
PHONE NOW fi* SnSmT^ 

and ftaber dooib 

01394 411283 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































16 ■ gardening 


A peer of 
the fake 
designers 


ME AND MY GARDEN: EARL OF SNOWDON 


I r would be hard to imagine 
most of this century's icon- 
makers dressed in home¬ 
made laurel-leaf costumes 
and playing Peter Pan. It is not so 
hard in the case of the Puckish Earl 
of Snowdon. When he was six years 
old he designed and made a vest of 
laurel leaves and was thrust into a 
harness to take part in the family 
theatrical. 

“It was wildly uncomfortable. 
My stepmother was rather a good 
actress, but no good at physics: I 
was supposed to fly from the top of 
a chest of drawers on one side of the 
stage to the top of a tallboy on rhe 
other on a pulley. Well. I didn't. I 
was left dangling at the centre of 
the stage. Thai had a profound 
influence on me. I am a manic 
pulley-maker." 

His first pulley encounter ended 
when his father, standing in the 
wings, rescued the young Antony 
Armsirona-Jones. as he then was, 
with the help of the fishing rod he 
happened to be carrying. 

Lord Snowdon's garden in Sus¬ 
sex has a pulley which propels 
guests and family at 40mph over a 
lOU-yard course." His wife. Lucy, 
suffered the same fate as him when 
she had a go on the contraption for 
the first time. “She was stuck for 
ages, nearly 30fr up.** he says. 
'“Everything is fake and theatre 
and jokey' — everything including 
the gardens. Like my cranes'-feet 
table. Some gardens take them¬ 
selves too seriously," he says. 

Two cranes’ legs have been used 
to make the legs or a small garden 
table in his London garden. “And 
that head of David," Lord Snowdon 
says, nodding towards the garden 
from his desk, “is a concrete cast 
with buckets of yoghurt thrown 
over it to age it. That is the David as 
opposed to my David." he says in 
case I have mistaken rhe bust for 
that of his son by Princess Marg¬ 
aret. Viscount Liniey. 

In the Sussex garden that he has 
made from nothing over the past 25 
years, theatre and trickery, sur¬ 
prises and japes dot the sloping 
site. A double row of upturned roof- 
ridge tiles leaping from the house 
pour a trickle of water into a garden 


pond. It was inspired by William 
Kent's rill at Rousham in Oxford¬ 
shire; a glitter posing as an elegant 
water feature. 

“It is where Jacques Tati meets 
the Villa D'Este," he says. 

In a cooL secluded garden room 
is a rectangular pool, and a 
pavilion topped by an airy cupola 
and bell — “Complete Bastard" as 
Lord Snowdon puts it when quizzed 
about tlte style of the building. It is 
a bit Brighton Pavilion, a trifle Taj 
Mahal, a smattering Victorian and 
a touch post-Modem. It is also utter 
trickery: a facade, bar one small 
room reached by double doors 
which open on to a pair of naked 
fibre-glass mannequins sirring in 
relaxed positions enjoying each 
other's company. The bell is a two- 
dimensional fake with a handle 
from an old chest of drawers. 

There is a Madonna and wholly 
holey Holy Child — the space for 
the Infant is there in the form of a 
hollow shape in Mary's arms. This 
apparently ancient, moss-covered 
Italian statue is a fibre-glass fake 
from a film set. A tall, early 
Victorian pot mounted on a pillar 
cascades ivy; plastic ivy, taken from 
a photographic graveyard shoot he 
did in New York for Hamlet, with 
Ralph Fiennes. 

A tiny garden house with fire¬ 
place and minstrels gallery is. 
unusually, real: a playhouse he 
designed for his daughter. Frances, 
from an old tool shed. 

Lord Snowdon's energy for new 
projects and for making theatrical 
beauty out of nothing is the 
heritage partly derived from his 
mother. Anne. Countess of Rosse. 
who used to garden wearing her 
beloved diamond stars (which 
would drop off and have to be 
searched for), and his theatre- 
designer uncle, Oliver Messel. 
whose influence is profound. 

“My mother always said she 
hated good taste but she had the 
best taste of anyone I know," Lord 
Snowdon says. “She used to buy 
clothes from C&A and make 
something wonderful of them." 

He shows me some pictures of 
the house in Barbados, where he 
regularly stayed wirh Messel in the 


cMji> 
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Lord Snowdon in the garden of his home in London: “Everything is fake and theatre and jokey—including the gardens... Some gardens take themselves too seriously” 


I9b0s and 1970s. “His house was 
close to the sea but you couldn't see 
it; you had to go dow-n a little path 
and then there was the surprise of 
the sea. Surprise is so important in 
a garden.” 

The similarities between the ver¬ 
dant. cool jungle Messel created 
around his house and that around 
Lord Snowdon's London house are 
striking, down to a wall-mounted 
water feature of a mask set in an 
oval niche spouting water into a 
semicircular pool below. 

He found the mask in the King’s 
Road. Chelsea, and drilled out the 
eyes to create a weeping face. 

The business of gardening as 
opposed to designing gardens 
holds no magic for Lord Snowdon. 
"I just was never that interested in 
gardening." he says, adding that he 
employs a New Zealander garden¬ 
er. Christopher Masson, at his 
Sussex garden. 

When he lived in Wales and 
Yorkshire, he and his sister had 


small plots but grew only vegeta¬ 
bles: “It was the war. and we grew 
things to eat then. It was frightfully 
dull. I never planted any flowers or 
shrubs." 

So speaks the man whose grand¬ 
parents. Leonard and Maude 
Messel. both botanists, created one 
of Britain's most famous garden. 
Nymans in Sussex. “I’m not mad 
about the garden at Nymans. It has 
no water. 1 love Stourhead and the 
view across the lake." 

W ater is so important in 
a garden. Lord Snow¬ 
don says. “So is light¬ 
ing in a garden. You 
should never see the source of light 
In London I have made six or seven 
snoods out of big, old Ovairine tins 
which direct the light up." 

Even as a child, wild, hard 
landscaping rather than plants 
caught his imagination- In his 
stepmother's Yorkshire garden he 
made a large tree-house in an oak 


out of old bits of wood and anything 
else he could find, and a series of 
underground dens. 

The only planting he mentions is 
“The Indian Rope Trick": a morn¬ 
ing glory plant that curls its way up 
a rope of about 5ft long with no 
visible means of support Planting 
proper in his Sussex garden is. as 
he says, done by his gardener. 

Lord Snowdon’s latest project is 
to add copper leaves to a couple of 
pots at the front of the London 
house. The leaves are a Snowdon 
signature. He cuts them from a 
sheet of copper and then stamps in 
the veins with a blunt chisel and 
bends them by hand to give them 
life. They flutter, almost like 
flames, from the top of the fairy-tale 
curved-wall gazebo he has built — 
“ Lucy's room”—around a vast, old 
lime tree the planners refused to 
allow him to cut down. The leaves 
spout from the arms of the cupola 
on the Complete Bastard pavilion. 

“And I’ve improved this garage 


by putting wobbly balls at each end 
and then adding the moulding, 
which I made from VPI.. 
pause ... “Do I mean that or is that 
something else?" he asks with a big 
grin. “Maybe it's MR." 

Using his camera as a notebook. 
Lord Snowdon copies patterns and 
shapes that he sees and transfers 
them into his garden. Sometimes 
he copies whole structures, such as 
a covered pavilion with wooden 
steps down into his lake in the 
country which he first saw in a 
floating market in Bangkok. Near¬ 
by there is a collection of ceramic 
pillars he happened to find behind 
his garage in London: he calls them 
the “Gossip Columns". 

“Would you like to see a picture 
of me with Glenn Close?" Another 
big grin. A scrapbook is opened. 
Lora Snowdon is portrayed leaning 
against a street sign: Glen Close. 

Puck rules, OK. 

Jane Gwen 



' A weeping-face water feature 

■i 


TEL: 

0171 680 6122 


ANIMALS & ACCESSORIES 


FAX: 

0171 782 7799 


ACCESSORIES 


DOES YOUR DOG (OR MAN) WIPE HIS FEET? 

r*e the HAGMMAT mmd lw doesn't need to. 

• GUARANTEED FOR 2 YEARS 

• HEAVY DUTY RUBBER BACKING 

• 100% COTTON ABSORBS MUD. WATER OIL ON CONTACT 

• REDUCES DUST LEVEL IN THE HOME BY UP TO 70% 

• NON-SUP. VIRTUALLY INDESTRCTIBLE 

• Made tor us under a BSt APPROVE) ISO 9000 Quality System • 

'COMPLETELY MACHINE WASHABLE* 

Many Uses in the HOME, GARAGE, SHED, KENNELS. 
CONSERVATORY. CAR BOAT. CARAVAN OR CAMPING 
BRITISH MADE IN 5 SIZES AND S COLOURS 

Prices from £11-99 

Telephone or send SAE for colour samples and farther information 
KINDRED SPIRITS (17) 6 New Road, Great Wakering. Essex SS3 QAH 
TELEPHONE/FAX 01702217S34 
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1998 19 month PET CALENDARS 



• Atyw «■ Arable Temer* AWa * Atefcai Maarune * Atrftaion Stented ft 
~ Coil* * Bov.ier Dertante ft BszZa ft Barihcuia ft Bulldog -ft Bora -ft 

__ Bull feniis -j Bow ILEA) t? CWuatoa ft Dm Cfen ft Cote * Congi w 

' taWMai r. Dobemawi (Euro) Dobsraai (USA) ft EnglcJi Springs Spaniel lEum] ft 
---■ uS:' SSMJta tenerft&a DKJEMM4■ &aiMEA * 

tw ft heedond ft Ltas3 abso ft 
• Pekingese ft Pomeranai ft Poodle 

r _ _ ___ft Scnraue* (USA/ a Soft Coaled 

V Sheepdog e Sdiippote ft SHh Tzu ft Siberian ttcky ft Star Pd ft 

? fawraan Safe tens ft Itala « Wemvanu ft Wh«*3 
G # 1 9 - -TuwS?? gjs.f'ffleaBo Smgengar ft CoctaW ft Coriafsr ft Macaws ft Fends ft 
umituf. s Fw Bs * Hpanas ft Spdtrt* tarantula: ft ha Carp 

B * 7 flniTOf ' * fears * Bo Cafe i- Dcipliic 4 Eagles « Elephants * E*rtc 
H : rW - ps£ r Sol-' -> “a® * Ocean * Grass * (Ms tPantes ft fe WSft Race 
’ " J 1 Sato a Wales a MM Cab ft vWws fltf MttlVft ffiflW 




t cKSftii 

?r^Ti »&£ & ar sstaS 

liaawaawawr- anawr aiEwa * 

i.TBBrrrirttt 



CREDIT CARDS- Phone 

•rlfiiii; 

24 HRS A DAY & 7 DAYS A WEEK 
OUTSIDE OFFICE HOURS 
your Bin will be aisvsred by Mf MtMWlM iptm. 
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SATIIIIT 


up : 943 


PENTHOUSE PENS 

This is jusi one of our wide range of pens for cats. 
Siaadaid sin range from ihc quick (biding 'Halier' 
at 30"x26' , x30*’ op to the walk in 'Donum' at 
6'x6'*6'. Alternatively, we will create a pen lo year 
own design. 

Constructed hum UPVC. TwiJwdd bat dip 
galvanised mesh and qamTxt steel fixings, the pens 
are manufactured with hygiene and long life in mind 
and ate suitable for inside and outside use. We have 
many satisfied customers in all areas of the cat world, from pel owners, to cat breeders and cat 
welfare organisations. We also supply catteries with bolding pens for which comply with local 
Authority and E.U. regulations. Easilyn coQapsibie. the pens are despatched in flat pack and are 
simple to erect. Pens are'now available in all While and all Blade as wefl as the standard Grey 
cube with Whine finings. \ 

AD major credit cards accepted 

far brodmes. prices or more hatanaaiaa, c on ta ct : - Penthouse Products United, 
Riverside House, Creetou Road. Lithe Bytham.Grantham NG334PR. Tel/Fax: RL78Q418313 



ANIMAL INSURANCE 



Insure the ones you love 

PEJSHIELD realty gives value for money... total protection for dogs 
at tittle more than 19p a day, tower still for cats! 
with a choice of tow different teves of cove; yw cot be sue meres one 
that is right tor you and ycur pet 
ftx fufl delate and a proposal fam ceil <xa 
Freephone number today, or complete the 
ccxfXjnandposrfltoourFiGeQOSiaclcRess.il 

I Please send me funner inJcrmalinn and a Petshield 
Proposal Form 

| Name __ 


ttnT 




1 PSTfHlf ID 


Address 


I 


Pcs! 

Code 


FREEPOST. KI. raXprr Home. VaMlgfan VU.! :B3 


n 


THE TOTCAJL 
PROTECTION POLICY 

FBEEnKttX 

0800 0721 006 

by/'Www. p ci r w a trcaj.ruA 


RIDING HOLIDAYS 


m 


Andoluz 
Adventure 
Costa de la Luz 
in S W Spain. 

Ho&bjn wini wperb pdiag 


1% bona, toad 


welcome. Open an scar. 

For Special drama and New 

Year offer. 

Jamie Harvey-HoH 

0193S 817567 


MEMORIALS 



OBITUARIES 


MR HAUMX. oar bebmd hora* 
aed epabol of York tftd Aft 
' awwj to (he early 


CATS 


Cet-a-Loo Cob 
01777 a*fa^2. 


PETSAFE 

CAT COLLARS 
Basticated with telephone 
no. embroidered onto 
quality webbing £12. 

FREE catalogue 
from: Green Farm Trading 
01473 737877 



KENNELS 


PET INSURANCE 

Special Readers Offer 


First 28 Days Cover FREE 


PRIME COVER WITH VETS 
FEES COSTS PER MONTH 
DOG £8.95 CAT £4.95 

TEL: 0700 0800 800 

Mon to Fri 8am - Spm Sat & Sun Sam - 6pm 


PET HEALTH 


PET SECURE & SAFE 



Meditrina 

tfemxputfyfotSbimCs 
MedUrina tjen^tf 

TWu TnBawJ bar e unsEt 
MV* rfAMevapMUc mates 
ArnMMwMii Midi* 
Ihtpr w — a rf tWrmafty. 
Paul ikm Doodtxvi, dijeaM 
ejueu and behnnmi prablemi 
is adnu. paBcd or 

«»a Col aid U. Medretaa 


Hnmiiipuliy hat 
repeujoo tor qubji aid m 


‘faliTflfH . Coc saljyi 

pB mo. 

naxsiB aow m bins *524X3 
dor roar FREE booklet or lead a 
SAEMuriio- 
M w UTr l n e.ro Bn 531, 
CteBteNB,Sertq>, CK> 7VO. 


m ON A DONKEY? 



Evidence proves that overloadiBg a donkey 
in this way causes ACUTE DISTRESS yet 
hundreds of donkeys suffer for the amuse¬ 
ment of the riders and spectators in this 
country every year 

If you are over 8 stone ♦ PLEAS E DO 
NOT HIDE DONKEYS+. If you see this 
happening, please complain if you want it to 
stop. 



| The Donkey Sanctuary, (Dept STM), 
Sidmouth, Devon, EX10 ONU. 

J Tel: (01395) 578222 

j Enquiries to Dr E.D. Svendsen, 
i / enclose Cheque/Postal Order for £ 


Name: MrfMrs/Miss 
Address ... 




—--- Postcode 


^miliar Friends 

Premiere House, 

P.O. Box 405, Harpendcn. Hens. 

AL5 SEN En gland 

Td: 01582 467746 Fax 01S 82 467747 
AT LAST AN EASY TO USE HANDN 
FOLDAWAY CARRIER 

Asooreand ntemaiE of k> m 

unwyrney afcrglori. and a conwmaw earner fa 
ui SrAabia tar mod smal anknib 
©ds. anal Dogs and RabMs. 

Fo|eang ««to pnty soem x35qn n 3 cm. H opwi! 
<**«yand aasly to m ampto sfca of SOem x ssen 

•**».*. •totes 

•SseuiH Mren GMT 
Panels far Ato* 
VanOebn 

* PVG e Ftty ms habh tr 


Coated Fofyaser 


at™ 
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HOW SUITABLE IS THAT DOGGIE IN THE WINDOW? 



I—Huge dog (average weight 75kg) which aasfiy tab the 
car. It has a phlegmatic temperament doesn't need a lot erf 
; shortlived {not many Ove longer than ten years). 

usy. active and goodnatured, weighing about 31kg. Needs 
ed; loves tee company of dogs. Short coat neede-liate 
i families wrtth teenagers. 

■tor^ white cost hairy feet and a mind of Its own. Needs . 
owner with time to spend on grooming and training, but a 
wdWrafaed sa loyed fe a pleasure Wfeighs about 23kg. 


(4/Labrador—Worteng dog which needs occupation; tt makes a good gun- 
dog guJde dog or sniffer dog and a first-class femly dog. Obesity can be a 
p r oblem as it win eat almost anything. Weighs about 30kg, 

© Afghan — An elegant, glamorous dog that can look wonderful If time 
Is spent gmoming Its coat Aloof, even standoffish with strangers, but bred 
to chese at high speed, so even at 30Hg can corer 100 yards m ten seconds. 

© Gentian Shepherd—Guard dog par excellence. It has o mind of its own, 
so needs a firm owner, respected by the dog. Highly intelligent and can be 
taught to. do almost anything. Big, at around 36kg, with plenty of energy. 


© Pug— Dewxed pet (average weight 7kg). which doesn't need much 
exercise and is happiest pottering round the house and garden inclined to 
snort and snore in old age and. Hke all of the smaller breeds, lives a long 
time, into its lata teens. 

©ChBumhoa —Smallest breed in the world, weiring about 2kg. Easy 
to ptek up. but not a dog for children - dropping from a child’s arms is the 
equivalent of our felling from a first-floor window. Good house dog that win 
bark ta teU you when angorfe’s about Short-haired ones need no more than 
a polish with a duster, but the long hatred variety takes more time. 


©Corg (average weight 12kg}. The Pembroke variety lives in palaces; the 
Cardigan has a long tall. Small dogs, easily carried. The dense undercoat 
keeps water out but can collect mud —and worse. With hearty appetites 
and short leg;, weight-watching Is essential to dvokJ owning a walking barrel. 

© Great Dane (bigger varieties can weigh 90kg). A short-haired giant, 
which requires minimum of grooming. Too big for most cars or laps, but tall 
enough to look down on other dof$ and to treat them with tolerant djstnterest. 
Usually good with children, but an accidental bump will knock a toddler to 
the ground. 

James Attack 



E very jvet has heard an 
unhappy dog owner say: 
“We wouldn't have cho¬ 
sen tnis breed if we had 
known how much trouble they 
were’ar “we rat so sorry for him in 
the pet shop! Pet-owning is like 
marriage — ypu may have years of 
leisure in which to repent of your 
impulses — and it pays enormous 
dividends if you consider carefully 
which breed , to acquire. 

Choosing,The right animal is no 
simple matter. The Kennel Club 
recognises mare than 160 breetfc of 
dogs — 'all shapes, sizes and 
colours, long-haired, short-haired 
and 'almost hairless, with widely 
varying temperaments and activity 
levels. One family’s perfect pet can 
be totally unsuitable for someone 
else — although nearly 7 million 
dogs ' are kept in 5.4 million 
households, so it looks as though 
most people do make the right 
choice. 

There are scores of reasons for 
spending time choosing your first, 
or next puppy. It is important to 
match owner and dog: energetic 
breeds need energetic owners, long¬ 
haired ones need regular grooming 
or pet parlour visits, ana working 
dogs need to work. 

Size is also crucial. Giant breeds 
such as mastiffs, Irish wolfhounds. 
Pyrenean mountain dogs ami St 
Bernards.: weighing between 85Tb 
and 1601b. take a lot of hearthrug 
and car space — and long-haired 
giants have acres of coal to groom. 
But they take life at a pedestrian 


uppy love: a good breed guide 


pace, always prepared to lie down 
and wait for something to happen. 

Big dogs also cost more to feed 
and have a shorter lifespan than 
their smaller cousins — a St 
Bernard is old at ten. whereas 
many Cairn terriers are going 
strong at 16. These giants are too 
big to be a family dog, but they do 
not need a country estate, and can 
have a good life in a large-roomed 
flat or town house with adult 
owners who enjoy long, leisurely 
walks. 

If you want to go one size down 
(those between 45 and 851b). there 

are plenty of breeds to __ 

choose horn, including 
most of toe gundogs. JJjp 
The name "gundog" is & 

actually an historic das- - £QSt 
sifi cation — a dozen 
generations of breeding +q ■ 

for show or pet pur- ■ 

poses has made many o-nH 
“gundogs" terrified erf ctlUl 
toe sound of a 12-bore. l 
R eal gun-loving gim- • 
dogs, such as a spaniel. i-r 
retriever, labrador, set- UICS 
ter or pointer, need to ____ 
spend their days work¬ 
ing and retrieving game, so they 
are only worth adding to your 
family tf you have rime to work 
them hard on a farm or in a park. 

• If you are considering one of 
these breeds, it is worth thinking 
about their coat length- Some 
retrievers have a double coat and if 
they live in a centrally-heated house 
they shed hair all year round and 


How many of the 160 breeds of dog at the Kennel Club 
show today at Earls Court would make good pets? 
James Allcock sorts the pooches from the pedigrees 


Big dogs 
cost more 
to feed 
and have 
shorter 
lifespans 


need thorough, regular grooming. 
Cocker, spaniels’ long, hairy ears 
need careful brushing every day so 
they stay “lightweight” and do not 
block their ear canals. Most of the 
Spitz breeds such as samoyeds. 
keeshounds, dkhounds and chows 
also hill into this category. They 

_ have a dense "stand off* 

coat their hairs are at 
[OPS right angles to the skin 

° and their tails curl back 

[lore over ** spin*- They are 

also paragons of virtue: 
for toe past 30 years, 
chow breeders have 
13) VP concentrated on produc- 

lctvc ing amenable dogs, and 

• have succeeded. 

*- e r Many breeds in the 
Kennel Club’s “working 
•ans group" — collies, sheep- 

dogs, German shep¬ 
herds, boxers and 
rottweilers—are also in this weight 
range, but they need a purpose in 
life: guarding a Bock, herding 
animals or simply pleasing their 
owner by following his or her 
commands. 

A working sheepdog (the One 
Man and his Dog type) will go 
mad if confined to a suburban 
house for 22 hours a day, as will 


slight hounds such as greyhounds, 
borzois, afghans and salukis, 
which hunt by sight and gallop at 
high speeds over short distances — 
even a slothful greyhound will take 
litde more than 30 seconds to travel 
500 yards. But these few minutes of 
high-velocity activity are usually 
fouowed by a few hours of relax¬ 
ation, convenient for owners with 
limited spare time. 


D ogs between 151b and 
451b are easily portable 
and include most of the 
terriers except Airedales 
and Yorides. which enjoy digging 
holes, chasing balls and investigat¬ 
ing, and so are excellent pets for a 
family with active children. They 
also include Staffordshire bull ter¬ 
riers, which have been toe dogs in 
ray life for the past 20 years. They 
are hard work to keep, because 
they’re so busy, but toe short coat 
needs little grooming. 

Corgis, both Pembroke and Car¬ 
digan, also fit this size category. 
Their ancestors were cattle dogs 
which encouraged cows to move on 
by nipping their legs — a propensi¬ 
ty not totally obliterated in some 
strains; although toe breed 
standard requires corgis to be 


“outgoing and friendly", they don’t 
always comply. 

Whippets weigh around 251b and 
have all the virtues of the larger 
sight hounds such as greyhounds. 
They are seen as slightly shy dogs 
because they often seem to tremble, 
but this is a sign that they are ready 

to go, rather than un- _ 

happy or afraid. They Ye 

short haired and non- Too 

aggressive, so make an 

excellent pet for a urban Inna- 

family. 

The real tinies. below tinii 

151b, may be too fragile mm 

for family life with rum- mai 

bustious children. How- Hid) 

ever, because they are 
inexpensive to feed, are U 

easily picked up and ■> 

need equally little exer- Kep 

rise, they make excellent ______ 

companions for those of " 
advancing years, f would recom¬ 
mend a short-haired breed such as 
a smooth chihuahua, pug. minia¬ 
ture pinscher or Italian greyhound, 
although they must all be groomed: 
too many Pekes, Poms and similar 
long-haired tinies «er into a mess, 
and even maggot-infested if they 
are nor kept dean and tidy. 

Once the breed has been chosen. 


Too many 
long-haired 
tinies get 
maggots 
if not 
kept tidy 


the sex of toe dog is the next 
question. My preference is for a 
bitch every time. They're gentler, 
usually smaller than their brothers 
and their maternal instinct extends 
to a kindliness and care for 
children. Males of every species are 
aggressive and their negative vir¬ 
tues extend to fighting, wandering 
and cocking legs on toe cabbages. 
Whichever sex is chosen, there's a 
lot in favour of neutering. 

It is vital to know as much as you 
can about a puppy's breeding. It is 
worth visiting the home where it 
was bom so that you can check the 

_ mother, and often the 

father, of the litter. It is 
iany nearly always the case 

J that the offspring of 

aired " n * ce to * cnow " parents 

will probably grow up 
wito toe same virtues. If 
o CL mum and dad don’t 

yrrf-Q appeal, 1 would advise 

3 Ul^ saying thanks but no 

f thanks, and looking 

elsewhere. 

. -1 Watch carefully, too, 

Tuy when you arrive. When 

____ a litter of pups trot out 

'' for your inspection 

(theyYe really having a good look at 
you) there will be a boss pup who 
leads and a last in line that is shy 
and retiring. Take note. If you’re 
extrovert and strong-minded, the 
lead pup will bean excellent choice. 
If you like a quiet life, the Iasi one 
out might be best 
The final factor to consider is 
cost. You will pay between £100 and 


£350 for a healthy, quality, fully- 
registered pedigree pup, and more 
if its owners believe it will have a 
show or breeding career. If buying 
for a pet, toe puppy must have a 
perfect temperament: an unwanted 
white hair or slightly short ear flap 
wont matter at all. 

Dogs, of course, also have to be 
fed. In 1996. dog owners spent £667 
million on prepared pet food and 
£84 million on “treats", represen¬ 
ting a food bill of almost exactly 
£100 per dog per year. 


V et fees can be covered by 
pet health insurance cost¬ 
ing £60 to £100 per year, 
but you will still have to 
pay for boosters, which cost about 
another £30. Kennelling during 
your holidays will cost between £4 
and £7 a day and dipping, strip¬ 
ping or shampooing hairy dags can 
cost another £100 in the year — 
which all adds up to shelling out 
about £5 to £10 a week for many 
years to come. 

Dog breeders rarely worry about 
what’s said about them, but criticis¬ 
ing their breed is another matter. 
So now ill retire to my bunker 
hoping to avoid the slings and 
arrows fired because I’ve been 
disrespectful to one breed or foiled 
to mention another. 

• You can find out the pluses and 
minuses of more than 160 breeds from 
experts with no axe to grind (since they 
won’t be trying to sell them to you) at 
the Kennel Club's Discover Dogs show. 
See below. 


Fashions that last one 
shake of a shar-pei’s tail 



'7m 

m 




The komondor victim of a permanently had hair day 


W ould you know a ber- 
gamasco from a 
havanese? Do. you 
think a bracco italiano is (a) a 
liqueur, (b) a cheese or (c) a 
penally box manoeuvre by 
Juventus? Wrong answers to 
any of the above show you 
might have a way to go in toe 
world of fashionable dog own¬ 
ership. Fot those are just some 
of the latest pedigree breeds to 
come to Britain, and will duly 
be displayed at today’s Dis¬ 
cover Dogs show at Earls 
Court, west London. 

With about 160 pedigree dog 
breeds already m this country, 
highlighting the aidless com¬ 
binations of canine genes, one 
could ask do we need any 
more? Well, yes. it seems we 
do—as long as trends in novel 
dogs continue, and there are 
customers in toe canine mar¬ 
ketplace willing to pay a high 
price for them. 

“There will always be people 
far whom dogs are status 
symbols," says Claire Horton- 
Bussey. editor of Dogs Today. 
“They want to be able to walk 
down the street with some¬ 
thing different on a lead and 
have everyone look at them.** 
Dogs with impressive show- 
winning histones also carry 
snob-appeal. Phil Buckley of 
toe Kennel Club knows of 
"wealthy people who'll colled 
expensive dogs like others 
might collect classic cars", and 
rifes one American who 



Carol Price on 
the danger of 
succumbing to 
the fads for 

eXOtiC breeds Disney’s 101 Dalmatians set a trend for the spotty dog The British bulldog: “The lovable, dependable comedian of the canine world” 



recently bought a top show, 
bull terrier in this country for 
£35,000 “just as a pet". 

The more common, pedigree 
pups in Britain can co§t from 
£100 to E850 depending on 
source and background. The 
rarer or trendier ones can cost 
more than £1.000. 

If you wanted a truly differ¬ 
ent dog. they don’t come more 


Britain's most 
popular dog broods. 

K 1 Labrador retriever T 
1 2 German shepherd I 
K 3 West Highland J 
ft white tenter f 


Charles spaniel 


bull tenter 


Source: the 
Kennel Out? 


idiosyncratic than the good old 
British bulldog. According to 
the Kennel Cub’s external 
affairs executive, Brian Leon¬ 
ard. pops are going for up to 
£1,000 despite this breed's 
notorious health problems — 
breathing difficulties and 
birth complications — due to 
its over-exaggerated anatomy. 

Mr Leonard attributes the 
bulldog’s lasting appeal to its 
role as “the lovable, depend¬ 
able comedian of the canine 
world”—a sort of Les Dawson 
of a dog. If you wanted more of 
a Liam Gallagher on a lead, 
however, it could be some¬ 
thing like toe komondor. This 
is an expensive Hungarian 
sheepdog with the potential 
for a permanently bad hair 
day. Its coat comprises intri¬ 
cate dinky tassels, like a high- 
performance mop, which must 
be expertly arranged and coif¬ 
fured. Described as "very 
noisy, temperamental and of¬ 
ten aggressive", toe komondor 
has fans who will insist there 
is no dog quite like it, and few 
would argue. 


If you had between £2,000 
and E3.000 to spare you might 
secure one of toe limited dogue 
de Bordeaux pups available 
here. This is the firen mastiff 
which was endearingly por¬ 
trayed alongside Tam Hanks 
in the film TUrner & Hooch . 
But beware; not only is there 
that ferrywash of slobber to 
contend with, but the Kerrnd 
Club refuses to recognise the 
breed “mainly because of its 
past associations with dog 
fighting". 

S o which are the other 
must-have dogs of the 
moment? Ms Horton- 
Bussey says: "Anything vague¬ 
ly wolf-tike, such as the 
Siberian husky or Japanese 
akrta. People seem to love the 
idea now or having this raw, 
wild kind of dog. They think 

ift romantic" 

But tbe reality often isn’t. 
Ian and Diana Sidweli. long¬ 
time owners of akitas in toe 
Midlands, say they are contin¬ 
ually having to tell potential 
buyers that a dog bred for 


hunting bears is not likely to 
make the most amenable-sub¬ 
urban pet 

“Akitas are wonderful, loyal 
and affectionate dogs." they 
say. “but they are also bom 
hunters. Their tendency to 
chase down any small animal 
and be dominant with other 
dogs means you might have to 
keep them constantly on a 



Costello: a character 


lead. They are strong-willed, 
require firm handling, and 
can moult horrendously." 

Such considerations bring 
us to the most serious aspect of 
canine faddism: that when 
dogs are bought on a whim 
they can be discarded in the 
same way. “People thought 
shar-peis were wonderful 
when they first arrived here 


ADOPT ME 


COSTELLO is an eight- 
year-old black and white 
male cat-who has been at 
the Godmanchestcr branch 
for more than a year. He is 
full of character, and gets 
on well with other cats, but 
would be better suited to a 
home with an experienced 
owner with no other cats, 
dogs or young children. If 
you would like to adopt 
Costello. call Wood Green 
Animal Shelter (01480 
830014), refi KC82235. 


some years ago, with their cute 
wrinkly folds of skin." Mr 
Leonard says. "Then they dis¬ 
covered the breed had eye. 
immune system and skin 
problems, and those little folds 
made them smell. 

“Everyone also wanted a 
dajmatian after the Disney 
film until they realised they 
had 701b of muscle that would 
rip the place span like a bored 
teenager unless they got miles 
and miles of exercise each 
day." 

Mr Leonard maintains that 
a central aim of Discover 
Dogs will be to tell people 
about the dogs they shouldn’t 
buy as much as those they 
should. Not only are some 
more exotic breeds “best left to 
specialists", he says, but when 
dogs fall victim to fading 
fashion, the only people left 
doing brisk business are res¬ 
cue centres. 

• 7icfefs/or Discover Dog s 
are available from the Kennel 
Club Hotline 0171-5IS 10121 
and the Earls Court box-office 
(0I71-37J SSI I}. 


A VET WRITES 


Should Humphrey the 
cat have been moved 
from 10 Downing Street? 

[XI The medical bulletins 
l£iJ about the Prime Ministe¬ 
rial cat have nor been too 
precise, but toe clinical details 
of the great have always been 
shrouded in mist. Winston 
Churchill suffered one or 
more severe strokes while PM, 
although few knew abour this 
at the time. Anthony Eden and 
Harold Macmillan ended 
their careers surrounded by 
medical pronouncements — 
which varied with the political 
needs of the hour. And did any 
one actually hear George Vs 
wish to commit an illegal 
sexual act upon Bognor? 

Both “kidney failure" and 
“incontinence" have been sug¬ 
gested as reasons to move 
Humphrey to live in south 
London. But these are two 
totally different conditions. 

If Humphrey’s kidneys are 
wearing out — and he has 
reached the age when his 
pinstriped namesake would 
be entering sheltered accom¬ 
modation — then the cat will 
benefit from the move. Hope¬ 
fully the house will have an 
enclosed garden and one per¬ 
son responsible for his well¬ 
being. His carer will know 
where he is, and what and 
when he’s eating and drink¬ 
ing. As a No 10 car he was 
everyone's cat but was his 
absence noticed if he went 
missing? Or was it assumed 
he was terrifying the ducks in 
St James's Park? 

Wet patches could be terri¬ 
tory marking — deliberately 
urinating to scent-mark his 
boundaries. Which is hardly 
senile incontinence. Cats do 
this when something has 
changed and there is a threat 
to a comfortable existence. If 
this is what has happened, 
then moving will add to the 
stress. Eleven-year-old cats 
can find it difficultto cope with 
changed surroundings. 

Humphrey's relocation 
might be the best for him. or it 
might simply be convenient 
for others. Time will tell, but 
will we ever be told? 

James Allcock 

• Write to The Times Vet. 
iVeehend. The Times, 
l Pennington Street. London Et 
OX V. Advice is offered without 
legal responsibility. 


copycat quiz. £19.99. 
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1 can turn the inside of our house into a replica of Stringfellows nightclub if I wish, but I may not change a window fraine 


I t's a dog's life, living in a listed 
building. Ask Ivy, The sheepdog- 
lurcher cross who hit the headlines 
recently by refusing to live in the kennel 
her owners provided For her. It was no 
ordinary kennel. Attached to what is 
described as a “masterpiece* of a house, 
a converted abbey near Bristol, the 
kennel has been classified as Grade I. It 
cannot be altered for other uses. 

This does not impress Ivy. Despite 
being builr of the most beautiful textured 
stone, the Tudor kennel holds no 
attraction For her. No doubt Lord St John 
oF Fawsley will be down there, salivating 
over it but Ivy pants only reluctantly. It's 
cold, it's draughty. Law forbids any 
alteration so she prefers the kitchen. 

None of this surprises me. Anyone who 
has tried to do their best for animals wQl 
confirm that, by and large, they are an 
unappreciative lot. Horse and pony 
owners wiU tell you of the expense tu 
which they have gone to provide a shelter 
in a field su that the horse can get out of 
the wind and rain. But come the first 
snowfall or blast of Arctic air, where will 
the horse be? Standing in the middle of 


Homes that fail to make the grade 


the field, unprotected, rear end to the 
wind, ignoring everything the weather 
can throw at it If you are looking for a 
pastime, take note as you drive round the 
countryside of how many times you see a 
horse standing in a shelter its owner has 
provided. A sight as rare as hen’s teeth, 
as they say around here. 

Cattle are just as bad. A fine cow 
shelter was the first building we erected 
on the farm. It was built of our favoured 
material — old telegraph poles — and 
was a structure of the lowest grade 
imaginable. Nobody would have Listed it 
except under “firewood”. But it would 
have kept the rain and snow off the cows 
ir they had ever bothered to stand under 
it. They didn't And pigs are no better. 
For uur farrowing sows, I used to 
arrange a snug little maternity unit 
compleie with deep, dropped straw so the 
piglets would not lose themselves in the 
bedding, an infra-red bulb to keep them 


warm, and sacking 
across the windows 
to keep out draughts. 

This was hugely en¬ 
joyed by the saws 
until the moment of 
farrowing when they 
plonked themselves 
down in the draught- 
iest comer of the pig 
run and got down to 
business. It is like 
pregnant mothers in 
Queen Charlotte’s 
abandoning die lin¬ 
en sheets on feeling RAUL 

the first twinges, ana 
going outside to give birth in the bus 
shelter. There is no pleasing some. 

But fife for anyone in a listed budding 
can be tricky. We live in a Grade II listed 
farmhouse. It’s no big deal. Houses are 
listed if built before a certain date: it is as 


DOWN TO EARTH 


RAUL HEINEY 


simple as that. It is 
not necessarily a 
measure of the virtue 
of the building, just a 
recognition of the 
fact that it is old. 

Our house certain¬ 
ly isn’t special — just 
a typical East Angli¬ 
an, long, thin farm¬ 
house. I have often 
thought that listing 
on the basis of age is 
a simplistic ap¬ 
proach to the preser- 
EINEY vation of dwellings. 

If you draw a paral¬ 
lel with old people, there are many 
grumpy old souls Gt only for bulldozing 
and others that you would wish to 
preserve for ever. Merely being old is no 
great virtue in itself. 

What is even more irrational about the 


listing of houses is that often the only 
thing which is protected is the outside 
appearance. As a planning officer once 
explained tome. I can turn the inside of 
our house into a replica of Stringfellows 
nightclub if I wish, but tty to change a 
window frame and the full weight of the 
planning law will descend upon me. 


understands 


B ut anyone who understands 
houses appreciates that facade 
matters for very little when it 
comes to the fraught business of dally 
life. Some of die grandest creations are 
dreary holes, spooky and drab. Did 
anyone really think Mentmore would 
have been a happy place to live in? Does 
anyone go home from a Buck House visit 
wishing they lived in one of Those icing- 
sugar halls? On the other hand. I have 
been in badly-constructed cottages built 
to a mean specification, and found a 
welcoming warmth which an entire 


estate of National Trust houses coM 
muster, ii goes without saying whx*i 
te mServId. and which flatten^ 
slightest hint of a new superman?*' 
Having said that, I have no al *”? an *p 
way of assessing properties worthy^;; 
preservation than the one;w«i# 
judge the convenience and fcejog J™-;. 

irodd require an assessor 
house for at least a week, rf , 
And life is difficult enough without a 
knock on the door from a planning 
officer, complete with pyjam^ ^ffing - 

you hell be moving in for a ft™?™ 
reassess your “listing”, which te believes 
might have changed since you swept the 
chimney and got the kitchei window 

unstuck at last , 

So pity poor Ivy who will not snuggle 
up in a kennel over which nure_soaally 
ambitious dogs might figfa. She has 
come up with a grading system or her 
own, based on how she feels: just as we 
all do about houses old and iew. ft must 
be galling for her owners that she has 
given it the paws-down, but i proves that - 
what constitutes a decent home is more 
complex than planning laws admit. 


Qp Readers’ letters are welcome an countryside matters, of al] lands. Address them to: Paul Honey, Weekend, The Times, 1 Pennington Street, ldndon E^,9XN. They are^blished t^.tiieS^ Saturday of tte month.. 


Gone but 
never 
forgotten 
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Peter Birkett visits Margate to 
commemorate the last century ? s 
worst British lifeboat disaster 


I t is ten days since heli¬ 
copter winchman Wil¬ 
liam Deacon died in 
Shetland seas as he tried 
to save the crew of a stricken 
cargo ship. By unhappy 
chance. Deacon's sacrifice 
comes exactly 100 years after 
the last century's worst British 
lifeboat disaster. 

The memory of the Margate 
surfboat disaster of December 
2, 1897, remains vivid in the 
Kent resort which gave nine of 
its gallant men to the sea. 

Tomorrow, hundreds will 
gather on Margate seafront to 
take part in a simple wreath¬ 
laying ceremony. Later, the 
townspeople will be joined by 
a handful of descendants of 
the dead crewmen at a service 
uf remembrance. 


EXCLUSIVE TIMES OFFER 
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It will be, says John Farmer, 
the 62-year-old great-grand¬ 
son of George Ladd, one of the 
crew who perished, an occa¬ 
sion for “awed respect” for the 
men whose names are still 
recalled in the town's pubs. 

Even in ihe days when life at 
sea was cheap, the Margate 
disaster stunned Britain. 
Twenty thousand people at¬ 
tended the funeral. Five who 
survived were feted as heroes 
for the rest of their lives and a 
fond for the relatives of the 
dead raised nearly £10.000, 
the equivalent today of almost 
El million. Queen Victoria sent 
a personal cheque for £35. 

At the rime Margate had 
two lifeboats, the RNLl’s 
Quiver and a lighter, faster 
32ft surfboat, owned by the 








The recent Shetland? tragedy (above left) recalls the day 100 years ago when surfboat Friend to Alt Nations capsized in hurricane-force winds off the Margate coast (above) 


town’s fishermen, called 
Friend to All Nations. Both 
boats were crewed from a pool 
of 120 men deemed eligible as 
lifeboatmen and. because of 
the opportunities to earn con¬ 
siderable sums from salvage 


TIMES 


Night vision scope 

An image-intensifying night-vision monocular 
only £199.95 (MRRP£495) 

Ideal for nocturnal wildlife enthusiasts, cavers, seafarers or ~~ ~ ~ 

anyone concerned wilh security at home or in the workplace, ^ 

Night Spy offers professional standard night-vision technology 
ai an affordable price. 

Capable of operating in "starlight" conditions, amplifying 
available light by an astonishing 1.200 times. 
the Night Spy also features a switch- 
activated infra-red illunrinaior for 
use in lou) darkaess. 

The built-in illuminator has a 
range of 25 to 30 metres and we a- 

arc supplying a separate long- ^ 

distance illuminator. £asB»flfl0 

Manufactured in 

approximately 150 ^ dl=±ed *e 

metres in total darkness. . _ 

Paim-M/sd and wrighing 640 UK. fte NigW Spy 

. ... , ' , previously on sale for 

grarnm«. Ihe N,ghl Spy alao «95 »rf is no. ™ offer 

L^ maS ™ C T . for a rcniarisflMe £199.95 - 

^ , saving of nearly £300. 

lens, dioptre adjustment and rubber eyecup tor 

spectacle wearers. An auto sensor protects the 

imensifier from over-exposure and tbc unit operates f ————— j 

for around 40 hours on two AA batteries (supplied). J Reawsandme MgfASpyAKCt99.95 nc<*a j 

It also comes with an interchangeable IcftArighi | i enclose my cheque/POvafcie E made payable to: J 

hand strap and a padded nylon carrying case. j the times night scope offer! 


HOW TO ORDER (For U.K. residents oniyi 
Fill in the coupon quoting your AcceWV'isa card 
number, or send with cheque or postal orders. 

NO CASH, to: 

THE NIGHT VISION SCOPE OFFER, 
TRUEBELL HOUSE. 
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claims, competition was fierce 
for a place aboard. 

But the speed of the ten- 
oared Friend made her the 
favourite; and. when the 
alarm was raised, the 
lifeboatmen would dash to get 
a place aboard her. 

The terrible events of 1897 
began when a great storm hit 
the east coast on November 29, 
with hurricane force north¬ 
easterly gales which blew for 
days. At Sam on December 2, 
the duty coastguard saw dis¬ 
tress signals from a vessel, the 
cargo ship Persian Empire. 
Twenty minutes later Friend 
launched from the harbour 
slipway, the race won that day 
by 13 men: William Code Snr 
(Coxswain). Henry Richard 
Brockman. William Cook Jnr, 
Robert Cook, Eduard Crun- 
den. John Dike. William Gill, 
George Ladd, Henry John 
Brockman. Joseph Epps, John 
Gilbert, Robert Ladd and 
Charles Troughton. the super¬ 
intendent of the Margate Am¬ 
bulance Corps. 

As the Friend made her way 
into the huge breakers, other 
lifeboatmen prepared to 
launch Quiver, finding their 
way blocked by the surfboars 
launching trolley, almost cer¬ 
tainly (eft on the slipway as a 
delaying tactic. 

Aboard Friend, the crew 
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The lifeboatmen who lost their lives in the rescue attempt 


ON THE SPOT: TANTALLON CASTLE 


Rural recommendations 

The place: Tan tali on 
Castle, North Berwick. East 
Lothian. 

The view: overlooking 
the Firth of Forth and, 
ahead, the small island 
of Bass Rock and irs 
lighthouse. 

The appeal: a 

formidable castle in a 
rugged setting. 

Aficionados: Friends of 
Historic Scotland and 
overseas visitors. 

Historical interest: if 

was bunt in the 14th century 
and played a defensive 
role for 200 years. One such 
siege bran after 
Archibald, the fifth EarL 
entered a treasonable 
pact with Henry VII of 


JANE SPENCER 
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England to deliver James 
!V into English hands. King 
Janies survived the siege. 

How to get there: take 
the A198 lo North Berwick 
and the castle is three 
miles east. 

OS ref: 596/851 on sheet 
67. 

Time to visit: open all 
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year round except 
Thursday afternoon and 
Friday during winter. 

Also nearby: nature 
trails along the coast and 
the volcanic crag of Bass 
Rock, now a wildlife 
sanctuary and home to a 
colony of gannets. 

Deborah King 


were pulling powerfully on the 
oars towards the Mayland 
Rock, off the western end of 
Margate. But just as she 
rounded the rock a huge sea 
rolled in and. desprite valiant 
efforts by Cox*n Cook, the 
vessel capsized. 


F ollowing exactly the. 
same route as the 
Friend in the wild seas 
and pitch darkness, 
ihe crew of Quiver were un¬ 
aware of the tragedy unravel¬ 
ling in the very waters they 
were sailing. They held their 
course past the rock, out 
towards the Persian Empire. 

Mr Epps, one of the Friend’s 
five survivors, later recalled 
the last moments of the strick¬ 
en surfboat as he and William 
Cook Jnr dung desperately to 
the gunwales. Cook, said 
Epps, cried out. "Oh dear. Oh 
Lord. She’s going!" 

Epps found himself beneath 
the upturned boat and was 
able to jam his arms between 
the thwarts, keeping his head 
in the air-pocket, still sub¬ 
merged, he was rescued when 
the boat was smashed ashore. 
Three others, Henry John 
Brockman. John Gil ben and 
Robert Ladd, also made it 
back but the others drowned. 

News of the disaster swept 
Margate in an instant. Thou¬ 


sands gathered on the seafront 
as dawn broke. As the day 
unfolded, Troughton’s body 
was the first to come ashore, 
then that of Coxh Cook. By 
nightfall there five women had 
been widowed and 14 children 
were left without a father. 

Margate went into mourn¬ 
ing as a single mass grave was 
dug. The entire town turned 
out to watch when ten days 
later the coffins of eight of the 
crewmen were carried along 
the seafront on the Friend's 
launching trolley. The ninth 
coffin, that of Troughton, was 
carried on an ambulance litter 
by members of the Margate 
Ambulance Corps. 

Within hours of the disaster 
the mayor announced the 
setting up of the relatives’ 
relief fund. There was criti¬ 
cism of the derision to spend a 
large sum on a marble monu¬ 
ment. rather than provide 
almshouses for the widows 
and orphans. 

There was also resentment 
which lasted for years, that the 
widows would receive a week¬ 
ly allowance of 15 shillings 
from the fond. The children 
would get half a crown. 

Today the controversy, un¬ 
like the brave men. is long 
forgotten. And tomorrow for 
the people of Margate will be a 
day for quiet pride. 
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C3hce the sport of the aristocracy, falconry has begun to catch the imagination of all classes, says Rohan Daft 
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Drumming 
up interest 


FEATHER REPORT 


The actor James Robertson Justice was a keen falconer. Nick Kester with his goss hawk Freya: the pair regularly hunt at dawn before Mr Kester commutes into London 

Winged winners in the talon contest 

F ran the flash of the white hired by the day or half day. they can go hawking. I know an conditions in which sonje hawks are There are only about 3,000 falconer 

button of a tail to the small (Incidentally the difference between awful lot of shift workers." kept. Little happens in hawking that in this country [compared to sunn 

and final squeak took less hawks and falcons is that a falcon can Mr Kester, who works in market- doesn’t happen in (he wild, and, on 250.000 who hum | and that makes u: 

than ten seconds. In between, be a hawk, but a hawk can’t be a ing, hawks from dawn every day top of that, the majority of hawkers very vulnerable". For all its new 



F rom the flash of the white 
button of a tail to the small 
and final squeak took less 
than ten seconds. In between, 
came the ominous sound, some 30 
yards distant, of wings beating and 
the soft tinkle of a small bell. The goss 
hawk had taken its quarry. 

Had it been something more 
appealing than a rabbit in the 
advanced stages of myxomatosis it 
would have been shared out; the fillet 
going into its owner Nick Kester*s pot 
and tiie rest to the bird. As it was, the 
hawk was quickly recovered and the 
horribly mutated rabbit dispatched 
and disposed of. Within a minute or 
so, we were off again. 

Falconry—taking a wild quarry by 
means of a trained hawk - has been 
enjoying soimething of a renaissance. 
Numerals courses have sprung up 
for beginners. For those who have: 
<■ neither the time nor inclination to, 
_ 6 own their awn bird there are various 
^ falconry centres where birds — for 
the most part Harris hawks, the 
easiest hawks to handle — can be 


TO ADVERTISE CALL- 
01716806860 


hired by the day or half day. 
(Incidentally the difference between 
hawks and falcons is that a falcon can 
be a hawk, but a hawk can’t be a 
falcon.) 

The fashion designer Alexander 
McQueen is a big fan, as his 
collection for Givenchy earlier this 
year — all eagle wings and feathered 
corsets — reflected. Rob WainrighL 
the Scottish rugby union player, also 
goes hawking, as does the actress 
Miranda Richardson, though she 
doesn’t actually hunt anything. The 
Duke of Edinburgh, the Prince of 
Wales and Princess Royal keep up 
the age-old royal tradition of hawk¬ 
ing at Sandringham. 

But what was once very much a 
sport for the upper-classes is now, if 
not quite a sport for the people, 
certainly fast becoming the field sport 
for the people. 

. "It's completely classless.” says Mr 
Kester. spokesman of the 1,000- 
strong British Falconers’ Club. “It 
has become more artisan. A lot of 
falconers now choose their careers so 


they can go hawking. I know an 
awful lot of shift workers." 

Mr Kester, who works in market¬ 
ing, hawks from dawn every day 
before setting off for his London 
office. The sport is not prohibitively 
expensive (an introductory lesson 
costs about £50 and a decent hawk, 
such as a Harris, will set you back 
between £500 and E600 — about the 
same as a decent mountain bike), in 
the words of a number of its new¬ 
found participants, hawking is fasi- 
becoming “the acceptable side of field 
sports". 


T he beauty of the bi rd helps— 
Mr Kester’S bird, Freya, 
fiercely amber-eyed, is about 
two feet long and has a 
wingspan of about three and a half 
feet—but what undoubtedly contrib¬ 
utes to this “acceptability” is the 
nature versus nature aspect Al¬ 
though the League Against Cruel 
Sports is opposed to hawking, its 
greatest concern is not the hunting of 
animals by other animals, but the 


conditions in which some hawks are 
kepL Little happens in hawking that 
doesn’t happen in (he wild, and, on 
top of that the majority of hawkers 
hawk for the poL Indeed, if anyihing, 
the taking of a rabbit by a trained 
bird is a far less painful act than it is 
in the wild where a goss hawk, for 
instance, will eat a rabbit alive. 

But that doesn't mean that fal¬ 
coners (and there are some 3.000 that 
actually own and fly their own birds) 
feel any less threatened by proposed 
anti-hunting legislation than other 
field sportsmen. 

Substitute my flailing at a hedge¬ 
row with a stick to flush out rabbit for 
the more traditional “backing a 
point” (where two pointers locate and 
flush out their prey) and the passing 
of Mike Foster^ Anti-Hunting Bill 
would put an end to that particular 
method of hawking for rabbit and 
hare. 

The hawking fraternity’s greatest 
fear is possibly appeasement. Mr 
Kester says: “Falconry was banned in 
Denmark to appease the green lobby. 


There are only about 3,000 falconers 
in this country [compared to some 
250.000 who hunt | and that makes us 
very vulnerable". For all its new¬ 
found popularity, and the existence of 
the British Falconers' Club, the social 
camaraderie of hunting and shooting 
— the balls and dinners — doesn't 
really exist with falconry. Mr Kester 
says: “It is a solitary sport. Most 
falconers go out alone or with only 
one other falconer." 

After a day out in each other's 
company in Kent we ended up empty- 
handed. Freya flew five times but 
took nothing but one diseased rabbit. 
“You need infinite patience.” said Mr 
Kester as we made our way home. 
“James Robertson Justice was a very 
keen falconer, and he said: ‘It takes a 
comparatively short time to train a 
falcon and about seven years to train 
a falconer’." 

9 Information on introductory courses 
and lessons can be obtained from the 
British Falconers'Club. Home Farm. 
Hints. Nr. Tamworth. Staffordshire B7S 
SOW (01534 481737). 


SNIPE ARE a more familiar 
sight in winter than they used 
(o be. Hiis Is not because they 
arc more common but 
because there arc now so 
many more nature reserves 
with -hides looking out on to 
pools with boggy edges—just 
the sort of place where snipe 
like to doze atl day before 
going off to dig for worms at 
night. 

I have often watched them 
from a few yards away, with 
theiramazing long beaks, and 
a most beautiful pattern of 
golden stripes on their man¬ 
tle. But if you just walk 
through wet meadows or 
marshes in winter, all you see 
of them is a bird leaping up 
with a rasping cry. zigzagging 
over the ground, then tower¬ 
ing up and away into the sky. 
That is the challenging sight 
that sportsmen seek oul 

After Christmas the snipe 
start returning to the moors 
and bogs, where they breed, 
and then they become easier 
to see. As the days grow 
longer, (lie males begin to fly 
around their territories, mak¬ 
ing a loud “ticker, ticker” call, 
then plunging down to earth, 
making a humming or buzz¬ 
ing sound that has been 
likened either to a bleating 
goat Dr to distant thunder. It is 
an extraordinary sound, and 
once gave rise to a fierce 
debate. 

In Victorian times, ir was 
generally believed that the 
“drumming" (as it is generally 
called) was produced vocally. 
Some people, however, 
thought the sound was made 
by the rapid movement of the 
bird's wings. But as the snipe 
descends, it can easily be seen 
that its two outer tail feathers 
are sticking out at right angles 
to its tail. 




So a number of experi¬ 
ments were conducted with 
two snipe outer tail feathers. 
They were attached by wire to 
a stick and the stick was 
whirled round. They were 
also attached to an arrow, 
which was shot into the sky 
and fell back to earth. 

In each case, they produced 
the snipe's drumming sound, 
and it is generally accepted 
now that that the tail feathers 
do the trick. It is a very 
haunting note if you hear it as 
you walk across the moors at 
twilight — hard to locate at 
first and rather ghostly. 

HOWEVER, a long rear¬ 
guard action was fuught by 
ornithologists who continued 
to believe that the drumming 
was a vocal note, and reports 
still occasionally appear of 
snipe apparently drumming 
while sitting on the ground. 
Some of these reports may 
simply be errors of observa¬ 
tion or hearing, but it has also 
been suggested that the tail 
feathers can be activated in a 
strong wind. 

Nevertheless, a faint air of 
mystery still hangs about the 
snipe, and no doubt next 
spring, here and there, the 
debate will spark into life 
once again. 

Derwent May 

• Feather Reports, a chronicle of 
a veal's bird life by Derwent 
\iay. based on his Tunes articles 
and illustrated by Robin 
Jacques, is published by Robson 
Books at £12.95. 

• What’s about: Birders — look 
out for wintering birds of prey on 
coasts or farmland. Twitchers— 
canvas back. Abberton Reservoir, 
Essex great white egret. 
Northampton: black brant. 
Gillingham. Kent. Birdline. 0891 
700222. Calls cost SOp a minute. 
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SHOPAROUND 


Snipe doze all day before going off to dig for worms at night 


FAX: 
01714819313 
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Traditional style, value and great ideas 
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Absolute Time Precision 
Wall Clock 


can be checked to the second y^gjflpP 
against die speaking clock \ - 

-for a very special '11 

£19.95 (RRP£39.95) Kf 

E very home should have an accurate clock 

to set all others by. This Wall Clock is - 

guaranteed accurate to less than a second in a ^^^B r 

million years, it even self-adjusts during the ^^^B t Q 

changeover from wintertime to summertime ^^^B F _ ^ 

and vice versa without you having to touch it! V 

It is so accurate that you can check it to the 

second against the speaking dock. It can " 

never be wrong! - O 

The secret is that the wall clock picks up the ^ u 

official British Standard frequency lime signal, ^ / 

controlled by the National Physical Laboratories ✓ / 

atomic clock and broadcast by the British Telecom 

International Transmitter at Rugby. This signal is ' / 

effective up to a radius or just over 900 miles. 

The wall clock measures 9 inches (23cm! in diameter, and 
has a classic black surround with a while face. Simple to 
operate the wall clock just requires one AA bartery (not supplied). 

On special offer at only £19.95 including postage and packing, saving 
massive £20.00 off the recommended retail price of £39.95. One day ail 
clocks will be made this accurate order yours today! 

Order by Post 

HU in the coupon quoting your Maslercaid/Visa account number or j “ 

send together with cheque (address on back please) or crossed Postal i 
Order NOT CASH toi Rease sei 
Coopers of Stortford (Ref 9026), Admail 100, ) 9" wa 

Bishop's Stortford, CM23 2FD. { 
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Or Telephone 


Call 01279 438150 for MaslerCani/Visn Credit Cord orders, 

24 hour, 7 day service. Please quote reference 9026 when ordering. 
For enquiries telephone 0J279 635348 Monday to Friday between 
9 ajrL and 5 p ju. 

Allow up to 28 days for delivery from receipt of order 
We deliver to address in the UK (including Northern Ireland), 
if you are not satisfied with your purchase return the goods to us. 
unused and in the original packaging, within 28 days for a refund or 
exchange. 
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9" WALL CLOCK ORDER FORM 
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| 9” WALL CLOCK | 
(Please indicate quantity and total) 
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-Postcode- 
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Coopers of Stortford Tor £-or please debit 

my MasterCard/Visa (Delete as appropriate) 

with the sum of £- C9 

Card No-—- 

Signature_ 

Expiits --- ■ *&* 

If yoa would prefer ntM 10 receive information, often o> services from other 
companies carefully selected fcy Coopen of Swtfout. pfaue bek box Q. Ret 9GM 
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Back Relief 
& Relaxation 



Freephone 0800 374 604 
Fax 24 H r s 0 1 7 1 9 3 5 5 2 9 3 
or write FREEPOST 18 NW 5 5 7 5 
B a c It 2, 28 Wigmore Street, London W1E 9DX 


visit our showroom 
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Let the waters run: a ceremony conducted in the sea 

Andrew Brown on non-Christians 

W)lO want their children christened Alternative services offer a solution for parents who may not be churchgoers but still want their baby baptised 


Mil Baptism and belief 

couple who live in the area and ~L. 


haven't been seen in church 
for years, who suddenly turn 
up and ask, enigmatically, to 
have their baby “done". 

Do they mean they want the 
child brought up as a Chris¬ 
tian? Almost certainly noL 
About a third of all babies 
bom in this country are 
baptised but, for the over¬ 
whelming majority, this brief 
wetting will be their last 
contact with a priest until they 
are married. 

Some priests are under¬ 
standably weary of this half¬ 
hearted approach to their 
church. “I am not wasting my 
time performing a meaning¬ 
less rite for parents who think 
it's all nonsense and just an 
excuse for a party." explained 
one curate I know. 

He insists that all baptisms 
take place in die context of a 
Sunday morning service, so 
that parents have some sense 
of the community they are 
supposed to be joining. 

Others have decided to re¬ 
strict baptism to those practis¬ 


ing Christians who are sincere 
about it. To provide for the 
insincere, a loose network of 
Anglican vicars is experiment¬ 
ing with “naming services", 
known to their opponents as 
“anti-ch ris renin gs." 

“It's inappropriate to bap¬ 
tise die children of households 
who are not effectively believ¬ 
ing," says the Rev Andii 
Bowsher. Vicar of St 
Augustine's Bradford, a priest 
who writes his own "anti¬ 
christening" services. 

Mr Bows her's technique 
when parents come to him. is 
to discover whether they actu¬ 
ally want their child to grow 
up a Christian, with a family 
and godparents who will nur¬ 
ture it in the faith. 

If this prospect frightens 
them, he offers them his own 
service, based on the Service of 
Thanksgiving in the Alterna¬ 
tive Service Book. “If people 
are making promises they 
don’t intend to keep, thar is 
wrong," he says. 


Mr Bows her's service starts 
with a prayer of thanksgiving 
for the child's birth, and then 
the parents name their child: 
“Almighty Cod." he says, “We 
present N to you. Look with 

favour on him/her. _ 

help him/her grow 
ever closer to you 
and order his/her 
life to draw 
him/her to fullness 
of faith. 

“N. may Al¬ 
mighty God deliver 
you from darkness 
and lead you into 
the light of Christ, 
and the blessing of 
God: the Father. 

Son and Holy Spir¬ 
it. be upon you. 
now and always. Amen." 

The parents are asked: “Will 
you try to be trustworthy as a 
parent, patient and under¬ 
standing so that your child 
may always be sure of your 
love and grow to be secure and 
responsible?" 


‘Making 
promises 
that will 
not be 
kept is 
wrong’ 


The congregation is asked to 
make wishes on the child's 
behalf and join in a prayer of 
blessing. So whatever the lan¬ 
guage used, there is plenty of 
God in the service, but no 

_ baptism. 

This, says Mr 
Bowsher. is "a bet¬ 
ter service" for 
most of the people 
who come to him. 
and he encourages 
them to call it a 
christening — 
which can cause 
trouble later, when 
the parents dis¬ 
cover that almost 
all priests use 

_ "christening" only 

to mean ha prism. 

His attitude is anathema to 
the Bishop of Ely, the RL Rev 
Stephen Sykes, who is chair¬ 
man of the Church's doctrine 
commission and suggests that 
there is a danger ofwarking- 
class parents being bullied by 
middle-dass priests. 


"Clergy who interrogate 
prospective parents like that 
are bamboozling them. It is an 
abuse of literacy." 

Dr Sykes expresses himself 
with unusual passion, partly 
because he recently found 
himself in a London taxi 
whose driver had been put 
through just such an interro¬ 
gation when he wanted his 
own baby “done" and wel¬ 
comed die chance to work off 
bis feelings on a captive 
bishop. “He was talcing ius 
hands from the wheel to shake 
them with fury," said the 
bishop. 

His own solution, when a 
parish priest, was to offer as 
godparents members of the 
congregation, who could fulfil 
the vows they made to nourish 
the child in faith. To Mr 
Bowsher. this is “frankly sil^ 
ly." 

At the General Synod this 
week, new baptismal rites 
were on the agenda under die 
rite responsibility of the 


ibury. 

Rev David Stanciiffe, who is 
chairman of the Church of 
England's Liturgical Commis¬ 
sion. He believes that he may 
have found a way through the 
minefield, with new vows for 
the godparents that do not 
require them to pretend they 
are zealously Christian! 

Simply by wanting to have 
their children baptised, he 
argues, the parents and god¬ 
parents have shown an open¬ 
ness to faith, though many 
priests would reject that notion 
on theological grounds. 

The dispute goes right to the 
heart of the Church of Eng¬ 
land's position in the nation!. 
The funeral of Diana. Princess 
of Wales, demonstrated that 
people will come to church in 
emergencies — but most of the 
spontaneous mourning had 
nothing particularly Christian 
about it; and the only bits of 
the service thar made a real 
impression were those per¬ 
formed by the amateurs, Tony 
Blair and Earl Spencer. 

Anti-christenings are only a 
small part of a wider problem: 
how far can the church com¬ 
promise itself in its efforts to 
reach a population that nei¬ 
ther believes nor wants to? 


Ihe recent arrival of gypsies 
from Slovakia has inevitably 
caused social and economic 
problems for the people of Kent But 
however much we may understand 
their dismay as they face this 
unexpected strain on facilities, it is 
right for all those who believe that 
each individual is made in the image 
of God to voice proper and public 
concern for the way in which this 
ancient race is so often treated. 

Gypsies have long been a source of 
fascination to Christian dergy. As a 
former member of the Gypsy Lore 
Society. I recall that their arrival in 
Europe around 1100 was first noted 
by a Georgian monk at Mount Athos. 
TTien, in the 18th century a Protestant 
preacher discovered their Indian 
origins. Their often intense faith is 
deeply rooted in ancient Indian 
custom, oriental beliefs and Gentrai 
European demonology. Bur they 
have been consistently adept at 
absorbing the religious customs of 
the area where they happen to be 
firing. 

Thus, from the early 15th century. 


Remember, God loves the 
gypsies and so should we 


as they migrated across 
Europe, we find increasing 
references to them as good 
Christians. In England they 
make their first recorded ap¬ 
pearances in Elizabethan 
baptism registers. Gypsies 
were also often to be found 
among those making Chris¬ 
tian pilgrimages to holy _ 

places. The medieval pen¬ 
chant for journeys appealed to a 
people who were natural travellers. 

Indeed, the nomadic culture of the 
gypsies has obvious parallels with 
Judaeo-Christianity — not least in 
Abraham “the wandering Aramae¬ 
an", the late journey of the Israelites 
through the wilderness from Egypt to 
the Promised Land, and in Jesus who 
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had “nowhere to lay his head". The 
Acts of the Apostles refers to the early 
Christian disciples as "The Way". 

Many gypsy legends are coloured 
by biblical stories which were assimi¬ 
lated into their tradition. These 
legends often have about them the 
poignancy of a suffering people. 
Some refer to gypsy origins and, in 


particular, to God’s curse on 
Cain in Genesis 4:12 "a fugi¬ 
tive and a vagabond shalt 
thou be in the earth " 

Other tales say that a gypsy 
persuaded Judas Iscariot to 
betray Jesus and that gypsy 
smiths forged the nails for the 
Cross. In fact there is no 
evidence to show that there 
were any gypsies in Palestine 
at thar time. Nevertheless, unmistak¬ 
ably woven into so many of these 
legends is the belief that their 
nomadic existence and the sufferings 
and rejection they endure are a form 
of divine retribution. 

Forced to live by their wits, often 
guilty of sharp practice and some¬ 
times dishonesty-, the gypsies faced 


increasingly repressive measures 
and soon became scapegoats for 
many crimes. Elizabeth I accused 
them of hiding priests and, in 1563, 
ordered them to leave the country. 

Similar coercive measures in other 
countries followed. But none has 
been more terrible than the Nazis’ 
mass sterilisation and murder of the 
gypsies in this century. Sterilisation 
and gassing of gypsies was carried 
out ar Auschwitz and in 1945 all 
gypsies who remained in concentra¬ 
tion camps were gassed. It is this that 
makes so horrifying the words 
shouted recently, by Slovakian skin¬ 
heads at the gypsies fleeing to Kent 
“Go to die gas chambers, gypsy." 

Last month, Slovakia's President 
Vladimir Medar said: “We should 
curtail the reproduction of this social¬ 
ly unadaptable and mentally back¬ 
ward population." Such chilling 
echoes of Nazism must not, I believe, 
be left unchallenged. Every gypsy, 
like us, is made in die divine image; 
and, under God, is pur neighbour. 

• The Right Rev Nigel McCulloch is 
Bishop of Wakefield 


Led along 
poetic paths 

Ruth Gledhfll hears 



the church’s new 


post-millennial service 


FOR nearly 30 years, be¬ 
neath the gilt legend: 
“Wherein they rejoice with 
gladness evermore", church 
leaders and their flock have 
variously talked and fought 
over issues such as women 
priests in meetings of the 
General Synod of the 
Church of England. 

This week, for the first 
time, the synod gathered in 

the circular assembly hall of 

Church House. Westmin¬ 
ster. for a significant depar¬ 
ture from usual practice. 
The 500-plus members, in¬ 
cluding more than 20 bish¬ 
ops and even an Arch¬ 
bishop. derided to celebrate 
communion together. 

The synod was trying out 
a new service. "Rite 1”. 
designed by a committee of 
liturgists to replace “Rite A" 
in die 1980 Alternative Ser¬ 
vice Book when it expires at 
the millennium. AH who 
driest the ASB have been 
praying that God will lead 
the church's liturgists down 
more poetic paths for its 
replacement These prayers 
have been answered in all 
but one respect The inele¬ 
gant response, “And also 
with you”, to the phrase: 
“The Lord be with you", has 
not only been retained, but 
must be said Price. The oft- 
repeated joke about the 
bishop who told his congre¬ 
gation: “There’S something 
wrong with this micro¬ 
phone", provoking die res¬ 
ponse: “And also with you", 
appears not to have been 
heard by the liturgists. 

In place of the usual 
ranks of bewigged lawyers, 
church secretaries, bishops, 
clerks and their minions on 
the top table was a simple 
white cloth and two heavy, 
silver candlesticks. 

Small but important 
changes have been effected 
to the Nicene Greed. “Men" 
have come out of "Fbr us 
and for our salvation" and 
references to die Holy Spirit 
as male have been deleted. 

In his sermon, the Bishop 


AT YOUR 

SERVICE 


it A five-star guide it 

CELEBRANT: Canon 
Michael Parham 

SERMON: Profound and 
moving. ★***■★ 
MUSIC: Piano-led hymn and 
chant. ★ 

SPIRITUAL HIGH: Sense of 
unity. * fr 

AFTER-SERVICE CARE: 

Tea ruined by Jong-fife milk 

of St Albans, the Right Rev 
Christopher Herbert, spoke 
of our image of God. “When 
I was a curate and teacher 
in Hereford. I asked the 
youngsters what they 
thought God looked like. 
Some said he was an old 
man with a beard. Then a 
14-year-old girl said God 
was a boy of about nine 
with bland hair. 

"Lt was surprisingly spe¬ 
cific so I asked her why. All 
she said was: ‘Because 
that’s what he’s really like.' 
Another boy told me God 
was not a person at all, but 
a corridor foil of television 
sets all taking to each 
other." A bit like the synod, 
we agreed. 

As it happens, the synod 
had already thrown out the 
proposed new eucharistic 
prayers, so when we pro¬ 
gressed through commu¬ 
nion, it was back to the 
ASB. before returning to the 
new version fbr the break¬ 
ing of the bread and the 
giving of the bread and 
wine. 

Although more flexible 
than before and better 
written, the new service is 
little different to the old. Yet 
the sense of communion 
was different, arousing 
speculation that maybe 
mere was something holy 
about the synod after all. 

• Church House. Westminster. 
SWI (0171-2229011). 





The celebrant: Canon Michael Perham 


EXCLUSIVE OFFER 


THEM^TIMES 


The Times 

Best Sermons for 1998 

Edited and introduced by Ruth Gledhill 


T here are many men and women preachers 
throughout Britain delivering fine, wdl- 
oonstructed, enjoyable sermons, who deserve 
recognition beyond their own congregations but 
who fail to achieve iL Ruth Gledhill, religious 
affairs correspondent of The Times, recognised 
this, and the result was The Times Preacher of 
the Year Award 1995. The collected sermons for 
1995 and 1996 have since become bestsellers. 

Here are 30 sermons shortlisted for this 
year's competition. They constitute The Times 
Best Sermons for 1998. They are the thoughts 
of preachers from all denominations, 
encompassing a variety of styles of worship. 
Together they provide a source of enjoyment 
and spiritual enrichment that will make them 
a valued companion for anyone (tying fo 
make sense of the challenge of faith in our 
complex world. 

You can buy 77ie Times Best Sermons for 
WS6f for the special price of E7.99, E2 less 
than the cover price. It is a splendid book to 
buy for yourself or to give as a gift. 
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Value. 


.Card No- 
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Send cajjcn and imwanec u* tna nmra Bes Sermons 
FT633S, PO H5, falmouth 7311 £YX 
fjkiw 2fi day* to r defcfufy trqm receipt of order. 

No dmm lor toes in transit can be made after SO daps. 
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CHANGING times 


Church services tomorrow 


The fird Sundsrv of Advent 
ARMAGH CATHEDRAL: 10 HG 11 M. 
Canon J M Barton; 3.15 Carols and 
readings for Advent. 

BANGOR CATHEDRAL: S HG 9.45 
Cymun Bendigjid; II Ch Euch, Darke in F: 

5.15 Ch E: 5 Gusher. 

BELFAST CATHEDRAL 10 M. Re¬ 
sponses: Archer: 1! S Euch. Darke in E: 
3 JO Adrerjr procession. 

BIRMINGHAM CATHEDRAL 9 MP. 

9.15 HC; It Ch Euch; 4 Advent procession 
by candldichL. 

BLACKBURN CATHEDRAL 8 HG 9 L** 
Ch M. Canon Half: 10 JO Euch. Darke in E; 
6 JO Procession and Advent carols. 
BRECON CATHEDRAL 3 Euch; II 
Service of Music and Readings for Advent; 
3 JO E. Mood in E flat No I. 

BRISTOL CATHEDRAL 7.40 M; 8 HG 
10 Ch Euch: 3JO Service for Advent. 
CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL 8 HG 
9JO.M: Cl SEudi: 3.15 Advent carol service: 
t>J0 Sermon & Compline. 

CARLISLE CATHEDRAL 7.45 M;S HC; 
1(1 JO S Each: 3JO Adveru carol service. 
CHELMSFORD CATHEDRAL 7 JO 
MR 55 HG 9JO Euch; 11.15 S Euch, Rev | 
Moody; 0 .Advent service. 

CH ESTER CATHEDRAL 10 Euch: 11 M; 
3 JO Advent procession: 6 JO ES. 
CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL S HC: 10 
M: It Litany and S Euch: 3J0 E. 

CHRIST *CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
Dublin: U S Euch. Mass for 5 voices iByrdj; 
S Advent precession. 

CHRISTCHURCH CATHEDRAL Ox¬ 
ford: S HG 10 M and Sermon: 11.15 S Euch: 
5 JO Adven: carol service. 

CORK CATHEDRAL S Eudi: 11.15 S 
Euch; 7 Advent service. 

COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 7.40 MPS 8 
C: K>J0 Euch: 5 L7 Advent procession 
DERBY CATHEDRAL 8 HC 10.45 S 
Euch. 4 EPS 6 Advent carol service. 
DURHAM CATHEDRAL- 8 HG 10 M: 

11.15 HG 33U E. Responses: Aykward; 7 
Advent procession with carols. 

ELY CATHEDRAL S.15 HC 10JO S 
Euch; K30 Advent procession. 

EXETER CATHEDRAL 5 HG 9.45 S 
Euch; 11.15 M: 3 E; Wood in E flat; h.30 
Advent card service. 

GLOUCESTER CATHEDRAL S HC: 

10.15 Euch. Rev J Hubbard-Jones: 12.15 
HC b Advent card service. 

GUILDFORD CATHEDRAL SHC: 9 45 

S Eurirr II JO M; 6J0 Advent procession. 

LEICESTER CATHEDRAL S HG 10 M: 
KUO Eudu 4 Advent earn! service. 

UCH HELD CATHEDRAL 5 HG 10JU 
S Euch: ?JO Eft 6 30 Advent liturgy. 


LINCOLN CATHEDRAL 7.45 L 8 HG 
9JO S Euch: 11.15 M: 12J0 HC: 2 Bishop 
Grosseteste College Advent carols; 3.45 E. 
LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL- 8 MP & 
HG I0J0 Euch. Canon M Boyling; 3 
Advent service; 4 HG 
LLANDAFF CATHEDRAL 7JO M & L 
S, 9 Euch: IIS Euch. Darke in F; 1215 Euch; 
3J0 Advent proc ession; b JO E & Sermon. 
MANCHESTER CATHEDRAL 8.45 M: 

9 Euch: 1030 S Euch. Canon J Atherton; 
bJU Readings and music for Advent 
NEWCASTLE CATHEDRAL 7.30 M; 8 
HG 9J0 S Euch, Tallis Short Service; 6 
Music and readings for Advent 
NEWPORT CATHEDRAL 10JO M: 
630 Music and readings for Advent 
NORWICH CATHEDRAL 730 MP: & 
9.15 HG 1030 S Euch: 3J0 EP: 6J0 Advent 
proces s ion with carols. 
PETERBOROUGH CATHEDRAL 9JO 
M; I0JU Euch: 3J0 E: Collegium Regale 
(Howells): 6 Procession of Advent carols. 
PORTSMOUTH CATHEDRAL E HG 

10 S Euch; Messc sotenrtelle (Langlais); 4 
Advent carol service. 

ROCH ESTER CATH EDRAL 8 HG 9.45 
M: 10.30 S Euch, Canon R Lea: 3.15 E; 630 
Advent carol service. 

SALISBURY CATHEDRAL 8 HG 10 
Euch; II JO M; 3 Ch E, Responses: Lloyd; 7 
Advent candlelight prooession. 
SHEFFIELD CATHEDRAL 8 HG 10 
MP; IOJO S Euch; 630 Advent procession. 
SOUTHWARK CATHEDRAL 9 Euch: 

11 Ch Euch, Missa Brevis (Berkeley): 630 
Advent carol service. 

SOUTHWELL MINSTER: 7.45 Liumy: 8 
HC 9JO G11 M. Ireland in F; 630 E. 
TRURO CATHEDRAL S HC 9 M; 10 S 
Euch: 5 Eft b Advent carol service. 
WAKEFIELD CATHEDRAL 8 HG 9.15 
C: II Solemn Euch. Ireland in G 
WELLS CATHEDRAL- 8 HG 9.45 S 
Euch; 11.30 M; 3 E; 5 Advent carol service. 
WESTMINSTER ABBEY: $ HG 10 M; 

1U5 Euch. MUsh brevis (Walmnl: 3 E: 630 
ES. Canon D Gray. 

WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL 7.8.9, 
11*39 Sul Mas*,; 12 Mass: 245 Organ 
Recital; 330 Sol v & & 53 a 7 Moss. 
WINCHESTER G\THEDRAL 735 M: 

10 S Euch: 130 E. Stanford in C: 630 St 
Swiihun's ScIhxjI Advent service. 

ST ALBAN'S CATHEDRAL Hertford- 
shite: 8 HG 930 Euch; U Solemn Euch; 
630 Advent procession. 

ST ANDREW'S CATHEDRAL 
Aberdeen: S HC; 10.15 S Euch. Missa Ave 
Jesu [Oldroydk b30 Advent card service. - 
ST .ASAPH CATHEDRAL Clwyd: S HG 

11 Qi Euch; 330 Advent card service. 


ST DAVIDS CATHEDRAL 8 HG 930 
Eudt 11.15 Ch M, Ireland in P, 6 Advent 
procession with cards. 

ST EDMUNDSBURY CATHEDRAL 
830 HG 10 S Euch. Ireland inG 1130 HG 
330 Advent sequence of music and winds. 
ST MAC MAR'S CATHEDRAL Old 
Aberdeen: H HG Rev K Frazer. 

ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL Edinburgh: 
S Euch; 1030 S Euch. Rev J Gonwav; 330 
Eft 630 Advent carol service. 

ST MARYS CATHEDRAL Glasgow: 
830 Euch: 10 S Eudt 12 HG 630 Ch E. 
ST PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL Dublin: 
830 Euch; 11.15 S Eudt 3.15 Candlelight 
Advent procession and carols. 

ST PAUL'S CATHEDRAL S HG 8.45 M; 
II S Eudt 3.15 E. Rev S Oliver. Howells in 
E: 6 JO Advent carol service. 

RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CATHE¬ 
DRAL SW7: IOJO Divine Liturgy, Kievan 
and traditional polyphony. Met Anthony. 
ALL SAINTS. WI: 8 LM; IOJO MPS U 
HM. Mass for 4 voices (Byrd): 4J0 EPS 5.15 
LM: 6 Advent card service. 

ALL SOULS. Wl: 8 G 930.1130 MP. Rev 
Dr J Stott 6 JO EP. 

THE ASSUMPTION. Wl; u MS. Missa 
dixit Maria (Haster). 

CHELSEA OLD CHURCH. SW3:8 HG 
10 Children’s Service: II M; 1215 HG 6 
Advent carols. 

CROWN COURT CHURCH OF SCOT¬ 
LAND. WC2:11J5 MS: 630 ES. 

FARM STREET, Wl: 8.930 LM; II HM; 
1230 LM; 4.15.6.15 LM. 

HOLY TRINITY BROMPTON. SW7: 9 
HG It MS: 5. 7JO Informal Service 
THE ORATORY. SW7:7.8,9.10,1 i Mass, 
Missa Transeunie Domino (Hand!): 1230 
Mass; 130 V & B: 43a 7 Mass. 
ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH 
W8: II Hdv Mass, Archbishop Y Gcdrmn. 
WESLEY'S CHAPEL Ed 9.45 HC Rev 
Dr L Griffiths; 11 MS. 

WESTMINSTER CENTRAL HALL 
(Methodist): II MP for Advent; 630 ES. 

ST ANNE AND ST AGNES (Lutheran]. 
Gresham St. EC2: 11 Ch Euch. Rev P D 
Sdimiege: 3 Advent lessons and cards. 

ST BARTHOLOMEW THE GREAT. 
ECi:9HG II Ch Eudi The Rector:630 £, 
first Service (Morky). 

ST BRIDE’S. EC4: II Ch M and Euch. 
Dyson in F. Canon J Oases; 630 Advent 
cards. 

ST CLEMENT DANES. WC2 II Ch M. 
Benedtchtr (ftirtdl); 1230 HG 
ST COLUMSA'S CHURCH OF.SCOT- 
LAND. SWL- 11. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury: 3 Scottish Festival Service; 
630, Rev W A Cairns. 


ST ETHELDREDA’S. EC 1 : I) S Masi 
The Western Wind Mass (Taverner). 

ST GEORGE'S. Wl: 830 HC; II S Eud 
Missa Bel' Amfitrir Altera (Lasso). 

ST JAMES'S, W2: 1030 S Euch. Miss 
Rotate Coeli de super (Haydn), Rev 
Wilson; 6 Advent procession. 

ST JAMES’S, Wl: 830 HG II S Euch. Pi 
Sophie WeUbetoved; 5.45 EP. 

ST JOHN’S. E15: II HG Rev M Okelk 
630 Special service for World Aids Day 
ST LUKE’S, SW3 :8 HG IOJO S Euch, Re 
B Newton; 6 JO Advent carols. 

ST MARK’S. NWL-1030 Euch. Mass for 
voices (Byrd), Canon P J S Edwards; 33 
‘Advent Observed’. 

ST MARTIN-! N-TH E-FI ELDS. WCi 
HG 9.45 Euch. Rev C Herbert; 113 
Viators Service; 2.45 Chinese Service. Re 
G Lee: 630 Advent carol service. 

ST MARY ABBOTS CHURCH. WSfc i 
HC 930 Euch. Fr M Banham; ll.I5Ch M 
1230 HC 630 E. 

ST MARY'S, SWI: 9. 10 LM; 11 HM 
Canon Haliburton; 6 Sol E & B; 7 LM 
CT MARY-THErVIRGlN. NW3: 8 HC 
1030 Euch. Plainsong Mass. Rev D Jones 
6 Advent carol service. 

ST MARYLEBONE. NWI: 8 HG t! Cl 
Euch, Mass for 3 voices fByrd); 630Adven 
carols by candlelight 
ST PAUL'S. SWJ: a 9 HO it SoJem, 

turn. Missa cwavj tom (Lassus). Rev f. 
Dawson. 

ST PETER’S. SWI: 8.15 HQ 10 Famih 
rcr 1 L. 11 -.. E i U ? , .^ ;5a s ™ Ub rcemm 

(F Guerrero). Fr D B Tillyer. 

CHAPEL ROYAL OF ST PETER AT 
"" Tower of & 

PRC Abii? rmtm ‘ RfiSp0nSeS: Byrd- R» 

James * Paiace: 831 

HG 11.15 S Euch. Canon D H Wheaton 

Ham P*°n Court pot 
ace 830 HQ 11M. Dyson in F; 330Advm 
service of lessons and carols 

s ° u,h Au «teS 

St. wu H s Euch. Mass for 5 voices (Bvnh 

QUEEN'S CHAPEL OF THESAWW 
WC2-IIS Euch, The SavoyS^^eT 
QUEEN’S FREE CHAKELOF S 

Em?? 02, Windsor Castle: 83Q HC- lo 4 ! 
MS Sermon: U.45 S Eudi 535 E. °' 4 ' 
THE TEMPLE CHURCH pr.i- a 
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Top to toe festivities 


HULTQN GETTY 


Mnlti-Acfiwty. Weekend in Snow¬ 
donia. Get some exercise before 
Christmas, climbing, abseiling, 
white-water rafting and canoeing. 
With Acorn Activities of Hereford 
(01432 8XXB3J.. Price £150. full- 
board, including equipment and 
instruction. '■ 

Skiing Workshop and Practice. 
Get ready for the slopes with a day 
or a weekend at the Cal shot 
Activities Centre, Ca lshot Spit. 
Southampton (01703 892077). Price 
£45 per day; including lunch and 
equipment . 

FeD-Walking. Weekends in the 
Lake District With Mountain 
Goat and Countxywide Holidays 
(0161-448 7112). From Grasmere to 
the more remote fells. Prices from 
£133. including accommodation 
and transport 

A Guided Tour of the Universe; 
The Nathnd History of Christ¬ 
mas; Reading Latin documents. 
Three courses at the University of 
Cambridge. Madingley Hail (01954 
210636). Price £117, tuition and 
accommodation. 

Top-to-Toe Hair and Beauty, 
Stained Glass; Lighting Design. 
Three courses at the Lancashire 
College. Charley (Q1257 260909). 
Price £96, all-indusive. 

We Were Amused — Entertain¬ 
ment and Leisure in the Victorian 
era; The Music of Spain. Two 
lively courses at the Old Rectory. 
Fittleworth, West Sussex (01798 
865306). Price from £114 residential, 
£90 nan-residential. 

Handmade Chocolates for Christ¬ 
mas; A Christmas Bridge Parly; 
Competitive Duplicate Bridge 
with Partners for Singles: Paint¬ 
ing on SOk You Too Can Sing. All 
at the Eamley Concourse, Chiches¬ 
ter. West Sussex' (01243 670392).. 
Price per course, £142 residential,. 
£98 non-residentiaL 
Folk Music for Fim. At the 
Belsfead House Education and 
Conference Centre, Ipswich (01473 
686321). From £75-£95. full board. 
The Music of Sibelius; Sir Ga- 
wain and the Green Knight; 
Tombs of the Pharaohs. Some of 
the courses at Dillington House. . 
Ilminster, Somerset (01460 55866). 
From £24 a day or E1I5 per 
weekend. - 

Drawing for the Terrified (paint¬ 
ing)! At the Alston Hall Residential : 
College, Lon grid ge Preston. Lancs 
(01772 784661). From £75. foil board 
and tuition included, 
life Painting in Oils; Blacksmitb- 



M airing tracks; off-road driving is available on the Welsh Marches 


ing for Beginners; Basic Wood¬ 
working and Carpentry. At the 
West Dean College, Chichester. 
West Sussex (01243 811301). Prices 
from £150 residential and £97 non- 
residential. 

Certified First Aid. A useful course 
for families at Braziers. Ipsden, 
Wallingford, Oxon (01491 680221). 
Price £112. tuition and full board. 
Arms, Armour and Fortifications 
of the Middle Ages. At the Univer¬ 
sity of Oxford, Dept of Continuing 
Education.. Rewley House (01865 
270360). Price £44, accommodation 
by arrangement. . 

From Hastings to Boswortfa 
Field. A history of medieval war¬ 
fare at Higham Hail, 
Bassenthwaile Lake. Cumbria 
(0176S7 76276). From £112 residen¬ 
tial or £7250 non-residentiai. 




Off-Road Driving; Learn to Ride. 
Two active weekends on the Welsh 
Marches with Acorn Activities of 
Hereford (01432 830083). From 
£144 to £249 for two nights, 
depending on activity and 
accommodation. 

Advent Reflection and Celebra¬ 
tion. At the Ammerdown Centre. 
Bath (01761 433709). Prices from 
£69, ail inclusive. 

The Natural History of Christ¬ 
mas; Winter Walks. Outdoor 
, courses at Urchfonr Manor. 
Devizes. Wilts (01380 840495). 
Prices from £99-£104, inclusive. 
Life Painting in Watercolours 
Floral Craft Two courses at the 
Alston Hall Residential College, 


Preston (01772 784661). Prices from 
£75-£SO inclusive. 

Brace Yourself for Christmas. At 
Braziers. Ipsden, near Wallingford. 
Oxon (01491 680221). Price, all 
inclusive. £92. 

Christmas Crackers or The Folk¬ 
lore and History of Christmas. 
Why do we kiss under the mistle¬ 
toe? When was Christmas made 
illegal? At the Burton Manor 
College, South Wirral, Cheshire 
(0151-336 b5S6). Price E98. 

The Bardie Mysteries. At 
Hawkwood College. Stroud. 
Gloucestershire (01453 759034). 
Prices from £111 to £119, inclusive. 
Wine Appreciation; Christinas 
Walks and Talks; Yoga; Poetry at 
Christmas. At the Hill Residential 
C entre . Abergavenny (01495 
333777). Prices from E88-E112. 
History of Opera. Beginnings 
and Monteverdi; Japanese 
Taman Balls and Chinese Rice 
Dumplings; The Dracula Myth; 
Embroidered Caskets. A range of 
courses at Mis send en Abbey. 
Great Missenden. Bucks (01494 
8902%). Prices from £159 residen¬ 
tial and £6920 non-residentiai. 

SOk Painting; Academic Drawing 
in Tone; Calligraphy. Adornment 
of the Garden. All at West Dean 
College, Chichester. West Sussex 
(01243 SI 1301). Prices £150 residen¬ 
tial and £97 non-residentiai. 

Folk Dancing for Singles. With 
HF Holidays at MaJhamdale. 
Yorkshire, (0181-905 9558). Price 
from E149. 

English Cathedrals; Trollope and 
Hardy. The Way We Write Now. 
Both at the Maryland College. 


Woburn. Beds (01525 292901). 
■Prices from E99. inclusive. 

Putting People in Pictures; Mak¬ 
ing a Traditional Teddy Bean 
Wines for Special Occasions; The 
Alexander Technique. At the Old 
Rectory, Frnleworth, Pul borough. 
West Sussex (01798 865306). Prices 
from £114 residential, or E9Q non- 
residentiaL 

The Jacobite Challenge, 1688-1759; 
Images of Royalty; The War Plays 
of Euripides; Burne-Jones in con¬ 
ical A range of courses at the 
University of Cambridge. 
Madingley Hall (01954 210636). 
Price £117. inclusive. 

Christinas Canapes; Cities of the 
Baltic Botanical illustration. All 
at the Eamley Concourse. Giiches- 
ter, West Sussex (01243 670392). 
Prices from £142 residential. £98 
non-residendal- 


DECEMBER19-21 


Paintball Shooting and Adven¬ 
ture Games; Quad Bike Racing. 
All at Kingsland, Herefordshire, 
with Acorn Activities (01432 
830083). Price £130. 

Winter Walking; Circle Dances. 
Both at the Wedgwood Memorial 
College. Burlaston, Stoke-on-Trent. 
Staffs (01782 372105). Price. ES0 all- 
indusive. 

Health and Beauty Weekend. At 
the Springs Health Hydro. 
Packingion. Leicestershire. Pool, 
sauna, exercise room and beauty 
Treatments: £245 for three nights, 
foil board. Details from Solo's 
(0181-951 2800). 

Brush Up Your OQ Painting 
Techniques; Calligraphy. Both at 
the Alston Hall Residential College 
(01772 784661). Price E75, inclusive 
of instruction and foil board. 

A Winter Solstice Celebration. AT 
Braziers. Ipsden. near Wallingford. 
Oxon (01491 680221). Price £92. 
line Dancing. Learn all the steps 
to a range of wild Western dances 
ai the Burton Manor College. 
South Wirral (0151-336 5172). Price 
£98. indusive. 

Popular Music in Theatre and 
Flint; Painting Birds and Ani¬ 
mals. Art courses at the Pendrell 
Hall College, Staffordshire (01902 
434112). From £86.40 residential or 
£60.50 non-residentiai. 

A Practical Opera Weekend, on 
Eugene Onegin at the University 
of Cambridge, Madingley Hall 
Cambridge. (01954 210636). Price 
£117. indusive. 

Robin Neillands 



up; a teddy bear undergoes a strength test back in the 1950s to make sure it is suitable for 
Iren. You can learn how to make a teddy at the Old Rectory. Fittleworth. West Sussex 
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WORLD’S SMALLEST RADIO 
AT A GIFT OF A PRICE! 



The Astonishing XI Button Radio - from only £7.50 

Only the size of a 10p coin, it offers the full performance of a VHF radio 
yet with its unique design fits discreetly in your ear. 

Only available direct from Sinclair Research - Can you 
think of a more exclusive Christmas Gift to give? 

Order now for Christmas 



From the master of 
innovation, comes 
an astonishing 
breakthrough in 
electronic 
min iaturisation - 
the new XI Button 
Radio. 

A receiver that fits 
snugly in your ear 
with state of the 
art circuttry that 
gives it a specification which will 
top radios many times Its size. 

The result of years of research 
using original Sinclair technology 
. the XI Radio is unique, and in 
line with Sir Clive's wish to keep 
its price reduced to a minimum, 
it is only available direct from 
Sinclair Research. You cannot 
buy this radio in the high street 
or from any mail order catalogue. 

Tune In and listen 
The XI is totally hands free 
and has virtually no weight 
You can run, dance or pedal 
your bike without fear of the 
XI getting in tine way. its 
unique sure-grip ear design 
will ensure it fits snugly and 
comfortably in your ear at 
all times. Never again need 
you miss your favourite 
Programme or FM sport 
broadcasts and updates. 

Ideal for all locations, it can 
be discreetly used in your 


Key features of this marvel 
of technology: • Built in aerial. 

• FWI autoscan push • Unique sure 

button tuning. grip ear design. 

• FM frequency •Powered by a 
(88 MHz -108 MHz. tiny Gthhim cell. 

• Weighs only half 
an ounce. 


• Hands-free 
operation. 


• One year 
guarantee.' 

• The size of a 
10p coin. 




SAVE UP TO £15 

Buy 1 XI Button Radio for £10 

Buy 3 for £25 
*Buy 6 for £45 


car, on the train, bus or while 
you're at work, without the 
person next to you being 
aware. 

You've never heard it so good 
Powered by a tiny fithhjm cell 
which lasts for many hours, 
(replacement batteries readily 
available in shops) the XI 
uses push button autoscan 
touch tuning as found on 
expensive car radios. Simply 
push the button and it tunes 
automatically to the next 
statin- ’ pgpj 


Everyone would love a Button Radio 
for Christmas. Buy one for yourself 
for only £10 inclusive of battery and 
postage and packing, or buy three or 
six for your friends and save £*s. Each 
Radio comes with a 30 day money 
back guarantee. 

SINCLAIR 

RESEARC H 

Vector Services Division. 13 Dertingtan Road, 

- WetEngborough. Northerns NN8 2RL 

CREDIT CARD HOLDERS 
XT TELEPHONE 01933 


THE PERFECT CHRISTMAS GIFT 


POST TO-SffICIJUR RESEARCH im. 

VECTOR SERVICES DMSON, 13 DEMNSTQN ROAD, 
WELLMGBOnOUOH. NORTHMfTB IMS ML 
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MEN 

DOES YOUR SIZE £ 
POTENCY MATTER? 


(hr nEErantbndnteflianMr 
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HOW, HULL & SCREW with , 
ins 0HE HtfvwEhilB tool. Tile 
powerful turning Scree of any 
cordless screwdriver can be 
can v trt cd ta drUKng by 
inserting tots strong steal 
TECTB0M* Wffl-CHUCX. So 
sod) taster and mere«... 
coovenkat tar most drtfcng or 
thing jobs, because ITS compact and 
UgjNBlgM. Meal in awkward or tfiftao- 
nwtsacb areas. 

VWB take any DO up to 6mm (1/4' dta). 
bi independent laboratory tests using a 
Standard Z.4v screwdriver n took appRBL 
46 secs M drill a 6mm (1/4- dta.) hole In 
1* nick aak; 35 secs in 3mm perspex; M 
less id 2mm stem, sheet. 

Av stable by maB order only (ran JbsTdoJs 
at ESJB + Cl JO p*ta . 

SAVE £1.50 - 2 tor £12.40 tael p&p. 
Hoaey refund geenntee. m(SjX 

Alow 14/Z1 day tMIvnry 
Send tJhequwTOs payabfe ta JuSbota 
MASTERCARD/VJSA orders | 

on01536 720130^ 

aptTGAS) 
88 Station Road, 
Burton Lathne* 
NOHTHANTS NN1S 5JW 

iHxfcUXngg'MW.Ife J1IE7M_ 




GENUINE 

NORWEGIAN SWEATERS 

ONLY £49 Pfca pAp. 

Ite, rUw* v»-v«n nr mj*. m 

Borni ki to tnjfcJ -Hutu* ki imhs dar 
VjOI faflUDwoW Uww.ure.nu'CciMnMn 


. p*wr i/Bin 

<iS vr tag, few hi 
XJNJSV UfBTYlf fITPfl 
Hwoo iMunl Si HrHuv 
(mol a iumi 
Hi:*, 

Tel 07071 223550 Fax. 01579 351433 



Condoms 

DIRECT 


ill 


Froml« "“ M " r 


S mme Pwv. PJecr—t D —prtrh . 


ER0T1M 6 COLOURS-.36 C5.95 

MATES NATURA1-36 C9.9S 

MATES ULTRA SAFE.-36 C9.9S 
OUREX FETHBU.fTE...3B C1UO 
DUREX GOSSAMER— 36 rava 


SAVE EVEM MOM 

WHEN YOU BUY ra ml 




CtraueS/nrs 70 Condoms DUBECT 
|Dept777« PtJ BOX 72 WORTWHG BK14 BRY 


TEL:07000 4 SAFE SEX (24 hr::l 

(07000 472337) 



A SHIRT by 
SEYMOURS 
Is Individually 
made to measure 

EXACT SLEEVE LENGTH-✓ 

CORRECT BODY SIZE-✓ 

CHOICE OF COLLAR SHAPES _ V 

CHOICE OF FRONT STYLES-✓ 

CHOICE OF CLIFF STYLES-V 

CHOICE OF SHOULDER FIT-✓ 

CHOICE OF BODY LENGTH-✓ 

CHOICE OF 40) FABRICS-✓ 

TAILS OR SOUARE BOTTOMS .V 
FULL STANDARD or SLIM FITS S 

AFTER SALES SERVICE- V 

IMPECCABLY HAND CUT &. SEWN _✓ 
And of course 

THE FINEST QUALITY-✓ 

ALSO MADE TO 
MEASURE 
CLASSICAL 
LADIES SHIRT 
BLOUSES. 
WRITE OK PHONE 
for 400 fabric 
simples and aur 
colour brochure. 

SeymourShirts 

FREEPOSlTbeptXX, 
Bradford BD1 1BR. Tel: 01174 726520 



IMlMJlKmclRVEDSHAre 

lial rr mamigw Oi r fa aa 


The 'Sheila Maid"* 1 ' 

era B£H wt' NAIUtal. F«£ C1CSE A3Si 
Everything you need to inset 

this 'Energy Saving- A»©t. 
aB dr Dojpalcti 
Home Detvertes 
WortawUB. ta 

Ikxts Actxurt Enajhfls UXrOvecficti 



t WIE.HAND RPBHH) fiOUJDtD EDGE 6415. 
NAMWLJUIE (VUEY COPO.SCSEWS ft PUGS. 
[MCKENDS.PUUfyS.ClEA) NbCaOURS 

MOBSSKl' (CcOros 6<ar Ward Oenr Ceded) 


s Bea E Ue fry aecLWnei 

ME DOliBIIC RUtAPHESNAUA Co. Dec4 l 
IS Morinafiatrwj Centre. Coc* Pa 
lyrtum. LanaTYB5AjtnjGr>3 
Tel01253 734334 2ir« t» 01253 745191 


TABLESAFE 

HAT RESSONT PROTECTION 
FOR YOUR TI LE 


30% OFF 



Custam-made.N 
any see. 

any dope. Tabiesafe' 
protects your poSshed tabic agamst 
deal and starts Can be reversed for 
use as a wrtmg surface. 

Defivery 7-H) days. Wile or phone 
for detak and sample. 

TABLESAFE 

2A FERWWO PLACE LONDON NW1 B££ 
TEL 0171-267 5688 or 017]4ff? 4071 


DOES SITTIN6 HAKE YQBR BACKACHE? 


MHlasignA us 


BACKFRIEND 


Mbnto^MK aBB i f i ig tn • fcrfteiBWdback pan • probp^vHltrcfcaafaRtrTteja 



S 

I dey home trial S 
■ Mor* than 200.000 sold In 30 countries • Available tn 7 colours j 

• Adjustable, Hght, portabla, (or use In any east or chair 5 

m No eaiea people *rUI call a Guaranteed lor 12 manttn “ 

• From a mwAcat, ortftopsedic and ergonoinfc point erf view. It is lMufvaOed 5 

r------- —---■>-§! £ 

ated. or pfaona 0T7M 542373 for ft# , ^ 
to help bach peinnAm. 
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SHOPAROUND 


TO ADVERTISE 
CALL- 01716806860 
FAX: 0171 4819313- 



Free survey. Fast installation. 24-hour call our. Full warranty. 

on .r ™«0800 715 422 ext. 1048 


Name_ 

Addicu. 


Postcode- 


Stannah 


Sonmh Sairfifp. Ocpi JW& FREEPOST SAM. StdiHiftS 
Andover Hans SP10 3BR. ^ 

The world's most chosen stablijt 



GLOBES 

oaks great rfh to 
allooeaxkns. 

Colour brochure & 
pries fat of our full range on 
request 

VWt us (Open Utaftfrf 83M130J 
(Sat 09.30to 1L30) 
GUJBEitaAPWOflUJ.SSHiEhSt, 
Budhqh Sittarton, Dawn 
T«VFn (01395) 442171. 



TOE VELVET NORFOLK HAT 


! £23.95 c -&f52t: 



Ideal Christmas Presents! 

The very best velvet has been used to make this 
' classic winter hat. The wide brim offers protection 
from the weather but still allows the hat to be 
folded flat for travel Warm and wonder- 
fully soft. Hand washableJ>23.95 plus 
£2 p&p. Colours: Chocolate Brown, 
Ruby Red, Bottle Green, and Black. 
Sines: 5 54-55cm, M 56-57cm, L 58cm 
and XL 59cm. 

For 24hr Despatch 

0171 371 8998 

Norfolk Hats, Unit 7, The Talma Centre, 
Bagleys Laras, London SW6 2BW. 

Rix 0171 371 7011 

Made In England sfe 

IVr ipdir If you da doc wife m m et r e cksib of aha a&a 


Han d tailored Plus Twos 
and Trousers for 
Gentlemen 

From £39.95 

Chnvf (rftn 

tartan cord, fiamd, 
acted azd golf tkrt&s 

• tfaA. to nMatur. 
Kiaicn ondlobh 



* Ideal Str cotf and 

-sr 

011324881W' 

tor jour FREE 

bradnm. 


STA MFOR D 

CLOTHIERS 

DeytTt 30 Vnt. Bad, Lrah ISB 




[£) 


Exnptfao^ljmtfarcaly 

KS £15.95 

tor one 
orEIZSS 
each for 
two 
ftettpto 
pro* 
Emte 
luxury 
d 

100 % 
.. (wre 
sfc 
Sand 
waded bra 
j «dMy soaness and boh. 
ttiese shirt haw Vtpfc 
sudang. t«Q taflan- 
dean breast portae aid a 
I bocptain tie back, m 
Krrj, Bcktta.Wne, 
Btx*.Wftfe, Gold, Red, 
Plum, Bsfgemd Petrol 
BtM.CalarRzesSOS'l 

iKUHiunimm 

24 HOUR ORDER & 
BROCHURE HOTUNE 

0171 274 3387 

am ja Oqa nsn 

P0 Bot 3*33. Unto) SBfflR 
»tewWltea.B«wrlfc1l«WiiBIMi 


FREE 

Pjrc SLit Mens 
3 LaiidSWcar 
Brochure 




CHANGE YOUR 
MAN FOR 
CHRISTMAS!! 


Does the man n your Efe wear duH and boring 
i underwear? Then add spice to fife wBh our 
I Satin Briefe 
for Men. 


PAJIm 


NORMALLY 

EACH 

m 

lio otinoa die mle diydque 
i to ks nndnn h dUf salt cures* 

tor fdatoa carfbrt. NaMat can Imtlc 
^ctiifcsre^wnwoucioCTOFrai! 
hehmmis nxrusE RursflonD 
mwEtimcmnmmammn 
f ID OttBt Bt POST: Meta dm^KWi pytffe, 
to KMKL State sfaB iwpirad SndHIatbR. 
=g/^gg Loge- Ex. Iwge plus 
“ Sadn Wondntrief. 


ICATALOaiJ 

telephone orders 


igk&s] 
fjj 1 ™ 

IfrceR 

[WBBgflaSlf 


kiniki Dept 4OTT 

JBXL9& SPENCROFT ROAD 

611599 NEWCASTLE 

aaoiaamirMiwm w«it ctbccq STR QOO 


; NEWCASTLE 
_ | STAFFS STS 9QQ 

I EXPttCSS DELIVERY sonmxt 




MAP MEASURERS 


COMPASSES & 
ALTIMETERS 


• Extensive Range 

• Excellent Prices 

Our impressive range of 40 
Pedometers aUow you to choose the 
right model for your needs. If you 
Jog. Wdk, Run, Cycle or you would just 
like to know how far you have walked die 
dog. you can measure the distance travelled. 

Lightweight and compact. 

Predsion Hade Instruments guaranteed i 
for reliability and accuracy. 1 __ 

We also have a large selection of Map Measurers. Compasses. 
Magnifiers. Stop Watches. Windspeed and Rain Imkcamrs. Binoculars 
etc al avafeUe at excellent price*. FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 
despatched by return. Plus detab of our FREE dothing oiler. 

. WRITE FAX OR PHONE FOR. 



71* fid reap fa w FREE ento brochure «tf^«c^predjk)iiiintruineiit$ 

PEDOMETERS INTERNATIONAL LTD 0X48) 

13/14 Jamas Watt Close, Drayton Fields. 

Daventry, Northants NN11 5RJ 
TH 01327 706030 Fax 01327 871633 
_httpV/www. pedometers, co. uk- 



Forget the Cold, 
Wet. Snow & leei 


They're (MMWi to 
keep you SNUG, WARM,, 
and SO COMFY 

Yes try them for 28 days you am 

»-JTaaBffollmf Miffh Mm 

Cl myw&y ms uo sn oa wnn mo 
quality Ovabo~shupty 
return them for a oo 


(4*aiaes 
not tied 
jw 



• so FEATHERWEIGHT 
you'll forget you're 
wearing shoes at all 
OlDEAL for BUSINESS 
and CASUAL WEAR 

0 Luxurious FOAM 
CUSWONEP Comfort 


SO CUSHIONY 
& FLEXIBLE 
...you can fold the 
man made uppers 
& sole IN HALF 


You will look smart & 
fool warm, no matter 
how bad the weather ! 

These NEW SNOW SHOES arc 
so light & flexible yet so hard 
wearing. Perfect for business 
and casual wear. Inspect them 
at home for 28 days. Ifyou are 
not delighted with the QUALITY 
and VALUE, simply return for a 
no quibble refund 
(& that does not affect your statutory rigfosl 

jKHSSiifuffifWSeS SewHIs 

Please aftw Ufl fa SB tfflys far desjstcfl 


uraftW lM«HnnPU*Ha njewit dial 

0990 645 645 

aunrMa ARCAOA DEPT 830-122 TO 
mSkvSiSiotoeiw Z*H£«RS A DAY 
MMXTVIlEBgWPS 


aucadia (Dept mm) Newcastle upon tm fmW' 

1 IWrcfcrt wwfabckatFWUMYMIgWUMgMOfg - 
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SZE 

FREE 


Sf**t 

UBG eH 

SatS-tl 
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£10 
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SflS 
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m 
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£10 

1 


PkaaritUJSpost, gethfi 


JU 


PNR**r* 


Me fla ps paptfcB 

immsW 




aw mu 

am 



Expiry dalc_ 


-»—“Ssass iSSSsss* 

k» !■<■■»! I !!■ fllll 1 IF 3 BP«gl 

M M % \^mrAaosa.hem)m<wmixnxo 


GtfifflkOT 


□ZHRSferEB 

S/WEQM I 


Gswstns 

SNER» 


ffeMeaflass 

krPnt.Mjq 

had 



TOYS S OflrTS 

oonnct^eoHOtfnEt 

STOCKU6HL10B 

An unrivattad mature of things 
you thought had gone for aver 
and things yew never knew 
existed, cheap and intriguing 
presents tor ChSdren (mainly) 
and adutts. 

FREE CATALOGUE 
sent by return 
- 48 PAGES1 400 ITEMS! 

HAW KIN'S BAZAAR. 

St Margaret. HarleGton, 
Norfolk IP20 OTT 

ST 01986 782536. 

LFax 01986 782468 J 


The Loden 
Collection 

Traditional style and 
natural warmth 



Telephone 017883 53U8 
VkK 01708389611 
or mite tor your fere cotoor brochure 

BORN for 
fiS LODEN m 

The WhBr Ikiuse. AppUi; tn W^tfmWJand, 
_Oombno CA16 BST_TT 


INTFtCfOUCTOFCY OFFEFt . 
LOWEST EVES PRICES 1 


WORLDS! BEST. Luxury Assortment l 


£1060 


WD W j» g S ^ ST. Cii m ax^tes: MmUES). 
mggX. Extra SajS-QB_ -T^M 

tXiHEX Gosaamar (3B1 M _ _ = 

worajps BEST Sens! TOl Sfaa: L wn E1SJM E21QB 


hlEMfyiiriir 


I n L S3 Edda E33M 


-At^, Natural ( 36 ) 




■ nwu uOl no* D» raomnad In any way. No faBow u p wan. »■ orty aeH 

quafity condoms. Sand your ordar or mid for FREE cokmr brocdumi to 

SB 


Njjn~i 


M! 


, CHEQUES/P0‘s to QUICK A DHBRtECT, FREEPOST (KT4162) 5 

1 jVOMnpirwtedJ WALTON ON TKAHES, . S 
SURREY KTia 1BH (Telr 0X932 2324+3) • 


Stairlift Rentals. 




THE DUFFLECOAT COMPANY 

Order Now For Christmas Delivery! 

• . dufflecoats mode 

• .t -jt by<3ovraaB rtour 
superb price of 
£149.95- plus £4 
p&p. This is the 
classic and un- 
& changed design, 
I made to last and 
*T?kcqj you warm 
year after year. 
Available in 
Cardinal Red, 
Navy Blue Conifer 
Green, Camel, 
Charcoal Grey, and 
Ted. Lades sizes 
10-24, Mm 32'to 
48*. 7 day dea- 
padriL Cd for fid. 
colour fciochuic. 

0171610 9050 
£149^5 

pha£4pAp 

_'-»r—S 

«w -* 

The Dofikcoat Company 
Unit 7, Tbe -TaHna Centre, Bad^ya Lane, London 
SW62BW. Fax 01713717<U1 

im — ». Wi—nltw nm 


Made in 
England 


Enjoy using and TT II E N C ft 

Improving your ^ — - 


X 


niur ism. actintica,' 

KiSSSfi by m*-*-*-*-j£ 

j^aMy contains fasay tnndxkxi 


y 7l ->1. » i— Iplkm: OS4PO tPoM 

aterwAaasafefe_ 


% 
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ANTIQUE DESKS 

Large Stocks of old desks. Oak, Mahogany. 
Walnut, Victorian, Edwardian, Rolltop, Cylinder, 
Parmer's, Dickens and Pedestal Desks. 

Free delivery within mainland UK. 

DON SPENCER ANTIQUES 

WARWICK 

(01930 499857 - (01920 407989 
Mobfla 08315 S2S7SS 

Twrwjnitiq«Mi*dwk.c(wil* 

OLD DESKS PURCHASED 
3CA Market Pto*. Wvwkfc. (Ilcunlb Vlatagc AuUq»C«*«) 

WWW imtimif-llrai.lT ■* 



West of England 

REPRODLCTION FlTtiMTlRE 


AT FACTORY PRICES IN MAHOGANY, 
YEW & OAK 

CORNER CABINETS 
7 different cabinets in 2 
gfares from £225 

BOOKCASES Break-front and 
Straight-front from 3’ -9’ wide end 
G-T high. 

TABLES & CHAIRS 

T Mahogany table with 2 Carvers and 4 Chairs from £645. 

0rcr40 varieties of tables to suit homes of aO sizes. Over 30 
designs of chair In traditional designs. 




Mtrii m jour sfedfieuna la ratch ahrinp brshorr ia 

)Mn 9 u ibakg nun Or Idsohcn. 

Best nd top ratot. 

Widest taoECcoveftaB Udte, chan, adeboanh. bocAcwts, 
Diapta)’ Cnblnru.TV & Hi-Fi CjMooo. oawdooJ pieces etc. 
FREE DELIVERY tor anfcn over (1000 througbewt the 

Santh nf Hi™, M anmjnwl rtmjr 


TV & HI-FI CABINETS 
To suit equipment of ad sizes, 
prices from £165 




HAND-MADE OAK 
A complete range of 
aaditlonal band-made 
Oak & Ash Dressers, 
Refectory Tables, G«e- 
Leg tables and Chairs. 


DESKS 
From 3* x2U~ to 6* x4'. 
Prices feom £250-£24S0 


ALL PUCE5 HNCWOE VNE 



FRLL COLO Ik UROC HI RL & PRICE LIST 


West of England Reproduction Furniture 
8 Bodel Court, Houndriora Buskins Fork, Yeovil, Somerset BA22 8RU 

TEL- 01935 706331 • FAX: 01935 432238 

Abo or- Vfaymoudr. 0t305 774771 « Warwick 01926 492378 
_^Ncrtiwrnpton: 01604 207B9 



cat cm or 


STAIRLIFTS 0$ 


► Nei*'& Reconditioned 

► FuU Nationwide Cover 

► Straight & Curved 

► Ail Models Available 


Call • .: D a ■ 



>'■.. .. I 


z 5 Li R V E V 


T) JhonI 0500 104510 


"DISCOVER HOW TO PUT 
MORE ENJOYMENT BA CK IN TO 
YOUR SEX LIFE" 

Dr Ruth’ 




□ YES 

1 Hnm null my 

| FREE VIDEO. 

| I maw is jm, <4 apt 

{jWTTttSl^WSWPI£SUa SJjOWOmHMQ MtMWjr j 


DUnloDillo | 

LATEX 









cut fa sul 

for cushions & mattre? 



NEW CUSHIONS MATTRESSES ., 

For chairs^suites, Made to measure OVER! 

torch seating etc. any si#? and to A separate 
Uncovered or with your individual *- 

ifSted covers. comfort. 


wuwi.uwyi your maiviauai layer lor ir 

our own fitted covers. comfort. on a too 

l£VBhTHaf6 DflJVERfll SAFELY TO YOUR DOOR (FaicO 

•S* PHONE 0113 2741 

or post coupon for colour brochure, measuring guide and a 


(c nmtst 

Address. 


^.^..^^^.-JPostcode.^.__ 

FOAM FOR COMFORT, 

*__. . . 


jgjtfdi* Unit Two, Wyibcr Lane Industrie 
^8 Wyther Lane, Kirkstsll, Leeds L 
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A cross- 


Channel 

r 

Christmas 


guide 


France • 28 

■j 




TIMES 


VEL 


Work 
your 
passage 
to Florida 

Sailing ■ 30 



I’m too young to go cruising 


Lynne Truss 


was not 


prepared .for 


the pace of life 


on a cruise to 


TONYSTONE 


T here is no better way 
to team about the 
s tamina of the elderly 
than to take a cruise 
, ' at Christmas. Last December I 
'.'had the great good fortune to 
• join a Swan Hellenic "Christ- 
'■ .\j. mas in Paradise" cruise from 
* Sri Lanka to Singapore, but 
made the basic error of em- 
11 barking in . a state of mental- 
‘ ^ and physical breakdown. I 
’I 3 i had visions of joining a deck 
,' tr- full of nodding grey heads, 
eyes closed, with perhaps one 
j p t ear tuned to a mind-improving 
’ lecture. On a gentle and 
• restorative winter sunshine 
cruise, I could sleep my way 
towards the new year among 
people who understood. 

However, your average 
Swan Hellenic cruiser is not a 
. nodding grey head. Your aver¬ 
age Swan Hellenic cruiser is 
busy from dawn to dusk with 
lectures and excursions, bor¬ 
rowing textbooks from the 
library, brushing up on earth 
science and attending con¬ 
certs. Oh God. Most of them 
may be old but trust roe: a 
wake-me-up-in -ten-years ap- 
,peal arouses no sympathy 
fcfirom this focused bunch — no 
sympathy whatsoever. 

Let us consider the first 36 
hours of the trip. On Decem¬ 
ber 22, we arrived at Colombo 
after a long, overnight flight; 
we embarked, unpacked, took 
a bus into Colombo, went for a 
r walk in appalling heat, caught 
.la bus bade, took part in a 
confusing emergency boat 
■■mm drill, dressed up for dinner. 
Pn^and then got up again at six; 
y ’ J j j o'clock in the morning for an 
, ‘ [»> f t ail-day coach trifj to Kandy, 
■■■jLthe ancient capital of the 
island, three, hours inland 
(and uphill) from Colombo. 

N Well, that was me done in 

m^m already, and we had not evert 
started. 

—-Aren’t you tiredV I would 

;ffl beg fellow passengers 6n the 
* ■' ® tour bus. But they were not 
Their fitness was such as to 
make both fiddles and fleas 
ad i look quite peaky by com- 
LlAjljlparison. 

I J®" As I understand it most 
• . cruises have compulsory dis- 
lm# :cos and karaoke competitions, 
flR) so I was right about one thing. 

1 _On Swan Hellenic’s hand- 

some, rampacr and civilised 
•*»' J .., Minerva,. you are not dra- 
gooned into activities, even the 
very pleasant ones. You are 
unmolested - entirely. 

If you wanted, you could 
spend the whole week just 
doseted in the card room with 
a famous bridge player, never 
moving except io rub your 
nose in a significant manner 
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* during the bidding. (Some 
F " people did just that, in fact, 

r .j* They disappeared rather sud- 

t * *i * denly and were next seen 
V • * '• ' .4 queueing for the flight home.) 

/**■ * You could also spend happy 
•r • , hours just obseivirtg other 

V t * ' R^ssengers, in particular the 

? - V *•?! celebrities. On Boxing Night. 

, . f'J you see. Dame Judi Dench 
" * jJ jjr with her husband Michael 
U Williams and daughter Finty 
\ $ were due to dearer a re¬ 

hearsed reading. You would 
hardly believe how much ex- 
dtement this added to each 
. , day. “Dame Judi’s in the 
. ■ J..- pooh’’ we all informed each 
., -' ",. • ' othff, in whispers. "And, don’t 
~ .. ‘ look. Michael Williams is 

having a pint!" 

Yet somehow those shore 
excursions still beckoned inex¬ 
orably, and I found myself 
attending them all. It was 
something to do with 
generational pride. If the old¬ 
ies were willing rodamber on 
that coach, I felt honour- 
bound i&puU my socks up and 
clamber likewise. In Sri Lanka 
we saw ojphan elephants at 
Hrmawella. not to mention the 
Buddhist shrine, the Temple of 
the Toth. And we walked 
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-■ 1 Arickshawririver in Singapore Ac last-port of call, takes a breather — unlike the author, one of the younger cruise participants, who felt honour-bound to pull her socks up on a hectic Indian Ocean voyage 
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Elephants were on the itinerary, at Pinnawella in Sri Lanka 


around the Botanic Gardens 
at Teradeniya, buying authen¬ 
tic spices in plastic packets at 
the gates. 

It was marvellous and all 
that, but also oh-so-weird to 
find ourselves in Sri Lanka, 
because it was still Christmas, 
even if it did not fed like it. 
Back at home, I knew I would 
have been queueing in Boots 
to buy last-minute Wallace 
and Gromit novelty gifts. Buy¬ 
ing Wallace and Gromit sniff 
is what Christmas is all about, 
surely. A nice bout of flu 
usually comes into it, as well. 

So we had a lot of mental 
adjusting to da However, 
once Sri Lanka was dealt with, 
at least we could settle down to 
three days at sea. travelling 
east towards Malaysia and 
getting the hang of life on 
board. The Minerva is a lovely 
ship, decorated to resemble a 
country-house hotel — all table 
lamps and chess boards, 
watercolours, rugs and books. 
At 128 metres in length, with 
five decks, the ship is an 
agreeable size — not so large 
that you feel anonymous; not 
so small that it seems crowded 
or suffocating. 

W hat helps, too, is 
that whereas cab¬ 
er cruise ships 
enforce a sealing 
plan for dinner, the Minerva 
does not- It allows you to 
choose between an informal 
cafe and a rather plush dining 
room, and more or less en¬ 
sures that you sit with differ- 
ent companions every time. 

This way, my boyfriend and 
I met several amusing individ¬ 
uals, but also (it must be said) 
an astonishing number of 
identically constituted couples 
in which the dull husband was 
an antisocial retired civil engi¬ 
neer and die mousey wife had 
been driven to seek consola¬ 
tion, of a sadly touted kind, in 
jewellery. 

. Everyone on cruises talks 
about either jewellery or the 
other cruises they have been 
on. Thars just the way ir is. 


“This is our seventeenth 
cruise," is the opening gambit 
of many a conversation, and if 
you are not a professional 
four-times-a-year cruiser (and 
your earrings are unashamed 
diamante), you are regarded 
with a certain degree of suspi¬ 
cion. 1 had to come dean that I 
had only cruised once before 
and that I had not paid for it. 
Meanwhile, I mentally totted 
up the expense of four cruises 
a year and concluded that dvil 
engineering was not pushed 
half hard enough as a career 
path when teenagers of my 
own generation were consider¬ 
ing which subjects to take at A 
level.' 

At the same time, however, 
is a life comparing the service 
on cruise ships really decent 
employment for the brain? 
The Minerva being Swan 
Hellenic's new ship (this was 
its inaugural season), many of 
the die-hard cruisers wanted 


FACT FILE 


■ Lynne Truss travelled 
with Swan Hellenic (0171- 
BOO 2200). 

■ The company has a 
15-day Oriental Christmas 
cruise'on the Minerva 
this year from Bangkok to 
Hong Kong. 

■ The trip, leaving 
December 14 and returning 
December 28. in dudes 
three ports of call In 
Vietnam. Prices start at 
E&20Q. rising to £6.195, to 
indnde scheduled 
flights, all meals, 
excursions, tips and 
lectures. Theatre, bridge 
and music are features 

of the voyage- 



Minerva’s sundeck 


to tell us endlessly about the 
differences from the last one. 

“The Greek yoghurt on die 
old ship used to be marvel¬ 
lous." they said. Also, "This 
yoghurt simply isn’t die same 
any more.” 

"Really?" we replied at first, 
with interested smiles. But 
“Oh, do shut up about the 
yoghurt,” was what we want¬ 
ed to say by the end. “Get a 
life. Have a slice of toast, for 
God’s sake." 

Oh, those yoghurt bores. 
Don’t remind me. Still, it was 
good to hear the opinion of the 
professional cruisers. These 
are people who know how to 
behave gracefully, who lap up 
lectures, but who are also 
brutally critical if service 
lapses or excursions disap¬ 
point Luckily only one of the 
lecturers was dreary (poor 
chap), but the others were 
excellent Dame Judi and fam¬ 
ily were a big success on 
Boxing Night; the dance band 
and the quartet of student 
singers from the Guildhall 
were much admired; and if it 
had not rained on our Christ¬ 
mas Day barbecue, we’d have 
been in heaven. Admittedly, I 
heard a woman sneer that the 
lounge looked like a sofa 
warehouse. But I noticed she 
was wearing a quite horren¬ 
dous home-made frock, so I 
took no notice. 

The shape of the cruise was 
its most unfortunate aspect. 
We began with big, tiring, hot 
bustle in Sri Lanka; then 
relaxed at sea doing nothing in 
air-conditioned libraries and 
lounges; then had a big. tiring 
bustle at the end visiting 
Kuala Lumpur and Singa¬ 
pore. Even restored by three 
days of eating and relaxing, I 
still found the outings a strug¬ 
gle, so perhaps it is just a 
temperament thing — I am 
resistant to doing a country in 
a day. and I don't like the heat 
much, either. 

The big question, however, 
is whether you should really 
holiday like this at Christmas, 
when your stamina is so law 
on the gauge that the little red 
light has come on. Going 
away for Christmas, you don’t 
escape the associated stresses, 
you just pile them on early and 
then need more than ever to 
collapse. And the trouble with 
such a good and entertaining 
trip as a Swan Hellenic cruise 
is that it is designed to reward 
a degree of mental alertness. 
“Leave me to steep for a 
hundred years" is not the right . 
attitude to bring along. 

No wonder those eager- | 
beaver oldies with no work to , 
do get a lot more out of it than j 
everyone else. J 
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^/ hink you cant afford a Caribbean cruise this winter? 
You’d be surprised. 


-3. 


Crystal dear waters. Exotic islands. 

4 star luxury. First class entertainment 
- all at prices that are idyllic. 


(Tgi you drought th»i a wimrr cruist 
£ around the Caribbean ms simply du stuff 
that only dreams are made of, then yom 
dream has just canu croc 
Thomson hair an uttnsne choice of cruises to 
the Caribbean for winter "97/98. So now you can 
hrad for the balmy seas of the Caribbean m the 
knowledge that you're in the safe hands of one ol 
the most respected names in holidays. 

And at a price that is surprisingly affordable. 

Your money will go a lot further. 

Rom as fair as £599 for a one week cnost or £999 
for a (wo week cruise, you an fly to your starring 
pomt in the Dominican Republic, io join your 
4 star ship - Islandficeeze. 

Included in the price are flights, port and airport 
taxes, cabin, sis meals a day and all emmainrnmr - 
even your ups. So all you need to pay for are your 
drinks, duty free goods and island excursions. 
We are also giving away credit vouchees worth up 
to £200 per couple, which on be spent whilst 
you rc on board. 

Cruise in 4 star comfort 

The IslandBrrcee is one of our flag ships, and 
tightly ml Because, quite simply, it's a floating 
4 star hotel. 

On boaid the IsIandBnrze you’ll fold three pools. 



a night dub and a theatre, You can also indulge in 
culinary delights m ns duet restaurants and en|ov 
a night op in one ol the lour bars. 

Tropical sunshine all the way. 

If norm sunshine and calm waters are whar you are 
looking for. then a Caribbean winter enuss- is for 
you. Shrliered from the Atlantic Ocean by hs 
1500 mile-long chain of barrier is lands, die 
Caribbean has the worlds calmest sailing waters. 
And of course, plenty of warm tropical sunshine, 
in tact, winter b the best time to see the erotic and 
diverse islands ol the Caribbean. 

What’s Included 

Return flights to the Caribbean 

Six meab a day 
* 

Wide choice of cabins from singles 
to premier class 
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Caribbean Contrasts Cruise from £579 

CHI 1 - POMNIClN RC US1 S-i»ENAIM 

n«' Z - AT SEA DAY ft - MAKItNIOll 

DAT .»- CURACAO DAI 7-ST OH'IX. WM 

DAY 4- CARACAS. VENQLtLA [»T S ■ DOMINICAN KER 

Cream of the Caribbean Crime from £499 


DAY I ■ D0MD4CAN RE? 
DAY 2-AT i£A 
DAY ) - BAE1AK# 

DAYS STU.aA 


[HI J ■ aiAKUH.Tl 
W1 e ■ ST MAARTEN 
DAY 7 - ST THOMAS LWl 
DAI t ■ DOMBWAN KEP 


Combine the two cruises for a 14 night crutsc ^see 
prices below; or spend a week cnusing followed 
by a week in an all-indusivr hotel in the 
Dominican RrpibJic task vour iravd agnu or 
phone Thomson for drtails). Sundai- departures 
from a choice ol 16 UK airports. 
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Port and airport taxes ! —-——_ 

Wfr'fjfifi ON-BOARD CREDIT VOUCHER 
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JAMES BOND A 


It’s 007 — with a 



The Man with the Golden Gun: James Bond Island in Phang Nga Bay, Thailand 

Bond films need .. . 


our suave hero, 
clever gadgets, 
glamorous girls 
— and those 



exotic locations, 

Susannah 
Jowitt says 

T wo billion people — 
two-fifths of the 
Earth’s population — 
have watched a 
James Bond film, making it 
the most successful and long- 
running film series in the 
world. Yet the ingredients for 
such a film arc not much more 
complicated than James 
Bond's famous Martini. 

There is our suave hero, 
lough on villains one minute, 
masterful in bed the next 
Then there are the Bond girls 
— beautiful, numerous and 
preferably with innuendo¬ 
laden names such as Pussy 
Galore. Holly Goodhead and 
GoldenEye's priceless offer¬ 
ing: Xenia Onalopp. Then 
there are the blatantly prod¬ 
uct-placing gadgets — from 
the underwater Lotus in The 
Spy Who Loved Me, which 
sold out Lotus Esprits for 18 
months afterwards, to the 
laser-beamed Omega watch of 
GoldenEye, which has since 
featured in a million magazine 
advertisements. 

Finally, it is the wide-rang¬ 
ing locations that have put 
Bond films on rhe map. 

Tomorrow Never pies was 
filmed in six countries. Some 
of the more jaw-clanging loca¬ 
tions look as if they might be 
well off the beaten track but 
the pick of them are nearly all 
tourist destinations, as we 
reveal here. 

ULTIMATE BEACH 

Dr No: Laughing Waters 
Beach, near Ocfao Rios. 
Jamaica 

THE moment in Dr No when 
Ursula Andress as Honeychile 
Ryder does her Venus-rising- 
from-the-waves impression is 
branded into a million minds 
as the defining moment of the 
cult that is now James Bond: 
that combination of beautiful 
girl, stunning location and 
Bond wisecrackery. The beach 
in question was Laughing 
Waters Beach, near Ocho Rios 
on the north coast of Jamaica. 
Its divine conjunction of tal¬ 
cum-powder white sand and 
brochure-perfect fringe of 
palm trees is crowned by a 
freshwater waterfall creating 
natural whirlpool baths for 
panting sunbaihers. 

This made it a popular 
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TOP SECRET FACT FILE 


■ For Your Eyes Only. 

Valaam Monastery. Meteora 
Cliffs. Kalambaka. Greece. 
Fitoxenia (01422 375949) will 
organise packages with 
accommodation at a three-star 
hotel in Kasiraki. within 
walking distance of the 
monastery. A week’s stay 
starts at £770. 

UDrNa. Laughing 
Waters Beach, near Ocho Rios. 
Jamaica. Caribbean 
Connection (01244 355300} has 
a week’s half-board at 
Jamaica Inn. a five-star hold 
in Ocho Rios, for EL250. 
based nn two sharing. Uni jet 
(0990 336 336) has a week's 
self-catering at a threestar 
hotel in Ocho Rios for 
E599. Laughing Waters Beach 
is a fen-minute walk away. 



Latter-day heroes can test 
their skills at Engelberg 
in Switzerland 

■ On Her Majestfs Secret 
Service. Sch ill horn. Murren. 
Switzerland. Swiss Travel 
Service (019Q2 456IZ3 offers a 
werk's half-board at a 
three-star hotel for £475. 
Inghams (0181-7804444) 
has a week's half-board at the 
Edelweiss hotel for E344. 


■ Thunderbolt the “Bond 
wreck" at the western end of 
Clifton Pier. Nassau. 

Hayes & Jarvis (0ISI-Z22 7833) 
has a week's room-only at 
the four-star Nassau Beach 
Hold for £688. based on 
two sharing. Jetsave (01342 
328231) offers a week's 
room-only at Comfort Suites, a 
threestarhotd on 
Paradise Island, for E795. Both 
are a short drive from 
Clifton Pier. 

■ The Man with the 
Goiden Gum James Bond 
Island. Phang Nga Bay. 
near Phuket Thailand. 

Elegant Resorts (01244 
897888) has a week’s room-only 
at the Amanpuri. a five-star 
bolef in Phuket, for E1.760, 
based on two sharing. 

Kuoni (01306 740500) offers 
five nights' B&B at 
Coconut Village in Phuket, for 
E549. Excursions to James 
Bond Island available. 

■ GoldenEye : The dam 
above Lake Lucerne, near 
Engelberg. Switzerland. 
Switzer!and Tourism (0171734 
(921) can arrange hold 
accommodation in Engelberg. 
lMUravd (01653 628862) 

has packages with walking 
tours around Lake Lucerne 
from ApriL 

■ GoldenEye: the 
Conuche Road, near of Moate 
Carla Do it James Bond- 
style with BA Holidays (01293 
723100). with two-night's 
BfiB at Meridien Beach Plaza, 
a four-star hold in Monte 
Carlo, for £262 — including a 
helicopter transfer from 
Nice Airport to Monte Carta 
Cresta Holidays (0161926 
9999) has two-night's B&B at 
Hold Abria. a three-star 
hold in Monte Carta for £311: 
a week costs E482. 

■ The new Bond film. 
Tomorrow Never Dies, will 
have its premiere in 
London on December 9 and 
goes on general release on 
December II. 


choice for the first of many 
times that James Bond was to 
get out his bucket and spade 
and get sand between his toes. 
Seeing it from the sea is 
apparently the best viewpoint 
for Laughing Waters Beach — 
lucky. thaL since it is now 
government-owned and visits 


Warmth and Wonder 


V 







r he natural beauty of North Cyprus is a wonder 
to behoid. And there is no better time to discover 
her than in the warm tranquillity of the winter months. 
Whilst prices fall, standards of service and accommodation 
remain high. With a welcome as warm as her weather. 
North Cyprus offers a wealth of history to explore. 

North Cyprus is truly the spirit and soul of Cyprus. 

Call 0541 55 56 50 for more details. 
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PRUS 

A sanctuary of umpoBt beauty 


NORTH CYPRUS 
TOURISM CENTRE 
29 Bedford Square 
Loudon WC1B 3EG. 

Tel: 0171 631 1930 



JAMES BOND 007 
CONTRE “Or. NO” 



require special permission. 
The added bonus is that from 
the sea you can ignore 
(because it Is out of sight) the 
hydro-electric power station 
that now profits from the 
waterfalL 

Landbound visitors have to 
satisfy themselves with James 
Bond beach eastwards along 
(he coast. This popular area, 
owned as part of the Golden- 
Eye estate by the island Out¬ 
post resort and especially 
popular with cruise-ship 
daytrippers. is half a mile 
doser to Oracabessa than Ian 
Fleming's beachfront house, 
after which the film Golden¬ 
Eye was named. The house is 
owned by Chris Blackwell of 
Island Records but Is avail¬ 
able for rent (from a mere 
$ 21,000 a week) through 
Island Outpost (0800 614790). 
as are a number of cheaper 
properties in Jamaica. 

ULTIMATE CUFFHANGER 

For Yottr Eyes Only: 

Variaam Monastery. 
Meteora diffs. 

Kalambaka, central Greece 
AROUND AD 985, when the 
first hermit saw the 60 or so 
towering, isolated sandstone 
columns that make up the 
region of Meteora (from the 
Greek for “middle of the air”), 
the fact that he did not have 
any of Q*s gadgets did not stop 
him dambering 300m up one 
of the eroded stacks. Nor did it 
deter more than a dozen sub¬ 
sequent arrivals, who eventu¬ 
ally transformed about 24 of 
these staggering natural rock 
stacks into airy monasteries. 


Dr Noe Ursula Andress and Sean Connezy on Laughing Waters Beach, on the north coast of Jamaica; it is now owned by the Government 

A thousand years after the 
first ascent. James Bond 
turned up to sling his hook at 
one of the six still remaining: 
the Variaam Monastery, in its 
“Si Cyril's" guise as baddie 
Kristatos's den of trampolin- 
ing vice. The monks took 
exception to the film crews and 
tried to spoil dose-up shoLs by 
hanging out clothes lines load¬ 
ed wish their washing. 

Despite inis ecdesiastical 
interference, ihe rock-climb¬ 
ing scene alcme is nearly ten 
minutes of nail-biting tension, 
as a hammy Roger Moore 
positively furrow* his brow, 
intercut with shots of his sruni- 
doubie dangling from a rope 
not once but four times. 

Nowadiiss. we ordinary 
visitors ascend the easy way — 
but still panting — up the 
spiral staircase carved inluthe 
rock in the M2Us. Built m 1518, 
the Variaam Monastery' is 
perhaps the richest of the 
Meteora sites in works of art. 
with some fine loth-century 
frescoes and friezes, but none 
of the stained-glass, wood- 
pandled splendour of the 
stasc-sei interiors so well 
smashed up by Bond & Co. 

Variaam is dosed on Fri¬ 
days. and opening times on 
the other sites differ. An entire 
rircuir of ali six monasteries is 
about 2flkm ami takes almost 


The mountain eyrie at SchDthom in Switzerland, left a location for On Her Majesty & Secret Service, right 



from You Only Live Twice 


six hours by foot The monas¬ 
tic dress code is strictly 
enforced: men must wear long 
trousers, women must wear 
helow-the-kneee skirts and 
both must cover their arms. 

There are no hotels in 
Meteora but the nearby vih 
lage of Kastraki has several 
good places- including the 
pleasantly eccentric Kastraki 
Hotel (0030 432 22 286). Hotel 
Meteora. a few miles away at 
Kalambaka. is exceptional but 
heavily booked (0030 432 22 
507). 

ULTIMATE CAR CHASE 

GoldenEye: the Cornicfae 
road, near Monte Carlo 

IN THE lexicon of car chases 
that pepper James Bond films, 
this one stands out as the most 
enjoyable to watch. The com¬ 
petitive chemistry between 
Xenia Onatopp (yes. she of the 
nutcracker iliighs) and James 
Bond, even while he is 
relaxed, are delicious con¬ 
trasts to the tyre-squealing, 
zig-zagging, drop-dead gor¬ 
geous mountain scenery 
through which they are rac¬ 
ing. 

Even in a Ford Cortina you 
would fee! like a rally driver 
along these curves but if your 
fancy is to do a Janies Bond, 
you can rent a Ferrari at 
Monte-Carlo Limousine (0037 
792 05 W? 00). Bui perhaps you 
should learn how to drive 
appropriately first Tim 
Sueden Motorsport. near 
Leeds (0113252 5145). offers a 
selection of James Bond 
Action Days: learn how- tn 
slide, spin and crash cars or 


the skills or evasive driving, or 
throw in some gun-shooting, 
speedboating or helicoptering 
role-play as well — then take 
home the video to show your 
family that you, too. can 
behave like 007. Aimed at 
their usual corporate clients, 
group-based prices start from 
£150 per person. Or call the 
RAC Motor Sports Associ¬ 
ation (01753 681736) for the 
nearest driving courses. 

ULTIMATE love shack 

From Russia With Love: 
the Orient Express from 
Istanbul 

WITH A Lektor decoding 
device under one arm and 
Tatiana, a seduced Smersh 
agent, under the other. Bcmd 
used the Orient Express to 
leave Istanbul for London. 
Along the way he had a 
vicious in-carriage fight with 
Robert Shaw's ruthless killer 
and a couple more love scenes 
with Tatiana, which con¬ 
firmed his reputation as the 
screen's most polished lover 

and the reputation of the 
Orient Express as one of the 
world's most romantic trains. 
And that was before the refur¬ 
bishment. completed in 1982: 
the cars seen in the film are 
identical to the cars now used 
by the staff, not the sumptuous 
blue-and-gold cars slept in by 
today’s travellers. 

Next year. . Bond's route 
from (and to) Istanbul'will be 
relaunched, taking the train, 
for the first time since 1962. in 
the original luxury and on its 
original 1883 route through 
Romania and ■ Hungary. It 


was this route that inspired 
the train's reputation for mys¬ 
tery. romance, murder and 
intrigue. And this, plus the 
inspiration of a luxury train 
crossing six frontiers, resulted 
in those Agatha Christie films. 
19 books and one piece of sheet 
music. With its reintroduction 
to Istanbul — the Byzantine 
spirit at its best here — the 
romantic legacy of James 
Bond rides again on die 


Orient Express. A return trip 
from Paris can be yours for 
£2,785(0171-805 5100). 

ULTIMATE MOUNTAIN 

On Her Majesty's Secret 
Service: Schil thorn. Murren. 
Switzerland 

LOVE OR hate Georgi 
Lazenby as the ill-omened firs 
successor to Sean Conner: 
Continued on page 2 
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loved 

London 


York Membery maps out 
the; agent’s favourite haunts 
: and locations 



as there ever been a jetsetting secret 
agent like James Bond? In his first film. 
'Dr.No . he headed for the Caribbean. In 
' Pnom Russia Wirh Love, he visited just 
about everywhere but the USSR. And in GoldenEye 
he touched down in Monte Carla the former Soviet 
Union-and the Caribbean — again. 

• Vet as soon as he has thwarted another madman 
bent :on- world domination. — and seduced the 
obligatory Monde — he returns to London. 

Any tour of London in DOT'S footsteps has to start 
in Chelsea* the secret agent's spiritual home — and 
coinddentally home to ms creator, Jan Fleming. The 
former Reuters journalist and naval intelligence 
officer put the finishing touches to the first007novel. 
Casino Royals -7 “the thriller to end all thrillers" 
that he set out to write in 1952 — at Carlyle 
Mansions, with its glorious views of the River 
Thames, inCheyne Walk. 

The suave spy himself “lived in a comfortable 
groundrfloor.fiat in a converted Regency house in a 

X ire off the King's Road", according to Fleming, 
adds: “Parked under the plane trees was his 
1930 four-and-a-half litre supercharged Bentley’ 
coupe, which he kept expertly tuned so he could do a 
hundred when he wanted' to" Not in todays 
Chelsea, though, that’s for sure.. 

But which square? The mystery has had Bond 
boffins racking their brains far years but most now 
agree that Markham Square, a leafy enclave off the 
King’s Road lined by Georgian-style terraces, about 
ten minutes walk from Carlyle Mansions, is the 
likely real-life model for 0071s fictional residence. 

Continue to Sloane Square, and take the 
Undergnxmd two stops east to Pimlica Just around 
the corner is Vauxhall Bridge, which offers a superb 
view of MT 6 * striking £L504h31ion sandstone and 
green glass headquarters south of the Thames. The 
Terry Farrell-designed structure is where Pierce 
Brosnan's Bond was branded “a sexist, misogynist 
dinosaur" by Judi Dench’s M in GoldenEye. 

Cross the bridge and. ifyou Ye feeling particularly 
plucky, press the intercom and ask whether the 
building is indeed Mid’s headquarters. Don’t be 
surprised, though, if your inquiry is met by a frosty 
silence. Though one look at the building, which has 
mare cameras on its walls than a Hollywood studio, 
should tell you this ain’t no ordinary office block. 


W alk along the Albert;Embankment to 
Lambeth . Bridge and make for Dean 
Bradley Street- on- its north side, 
midway;betwa 2 n.Smith Square and 
Horsefeny Road. Here you wfff find the Marquis of 
Granby, the public house where' Bond's 007 code 
number was dreamt up — inspired by a chance 
conversation betweeen Fleming and a drinking 
partner who had been given the number DMZ 7 
when he was recruited into the Bevin Bqys in the 
war. Outside the hostelry is a sign boasting that h 
serves “the perfect G&T" — but shouldn't it be 
bragging about its vodka martini? 

•The West End yields a further Bond Jink; head up 
Mfflbank to Parliament Square, cut through St 
James's Park and Green Park to Hyde Park Comer, 
walk down Curzon Street and turn left into South 
Audky Street In 1961, Sean Connery, then a 
struggling Scottish actor, pulled up outside the 
offices of Eon Productions, at 2 South Audley St in a 
rusty little Hat and signed up to make Dr No fb r a 
paltry £6,000 — nowadays not enough to buy a Fiat, 
let alone ah Aston Martin. 

finally, take a bus from Hyde Park Comer to 
Oxford Circus. A few minutes walk north is the 
elegant Langhara Hotel, dating back to 1865. 
Opaied by die Prince of Wales and once the height of 
Victorianrffic, itdoubied up for a St Petersbui£hotel 
in GoldenEye —the producers simply replacing the 
Union Jack, Stars and Stripes and European Union 
flags with a Russian Federation standard. 

.If the next 007 film. Tomorrow Never Dies, does 
anywhere near as well as GoldenEye, Bond’s 
London could soon become as big a hit with tourists 
as SherJock Holmes’s London. Even if he remains 
the spy world's leading jetsetter. 

•Iferce Brosnan: The Biography, by York Membeiy, is 
published by Virgin, or £5.99 



: ' \ corro ^ttofactona 




Pictures by Gill Allen. Hand-held KGB surveillance camera courtesy of H. Keith Melton, author of The Ultimate Spy Book, published by Dorling Kindersley, £16 99. Propelling pencil pistol courtesy ol the Imperial War Museum 


Continued from page 25 
(apparently, Diana Rigg used 
to eat garlic before heir love 
scenes with Lazenby). James 
Bond’S ski scenes in this film 
set the tone for the ski bonan¬ 
zas in The Spy Who Loved Me 
and A View to a KHl. 

Most dramatic of all was the 
mponlifjht flit from the moun¬ 
tain eyrie of Blofeld (played by 
TfeUy Sava!as) at Schilthorn, a 
year after ii was built as a real- 
life summit-house in 1967. 
Blessed with a panorama of 
mare than 200 mountain 
peaks, a giddying hour-long 
cab! e-car ride {from the bot¬ 
tom of the valley) and a 
summit of nearly 3,000m 
which towers over any doud 
on a foggy day, the Schilthom 
was the perfect hangout for 
any megalomaniac bent on 
world domination. 

Nowadays, with the muta¬ 
tion bipod trails washed away, 
the fake bodies left in Bond’s 
5^ake resurrected and the heli¬ 
copter landing pad trans¬ 
formed into a sun terrace, the 
Schilthom is a 360-degree 
revolving panoramic restau¬ 
rant tattering for more than 
ApO skiers in ihe winter and 
rista-seeking hikers in the 
summer. 

Visitors come up from 
Interlaken. the mountain vil- 
of Gimmelwnld or the 
CM’-free ski resort of MOrren. 
pn bad-weather days, a ten- 
video — scenes from 
the film —revives memories of 
■kjras Bond’s adventures on 
VV* Particular mountain; or 
why mg jusj pack away a 
. "WrtinJ .or three in the-James 


WHERE DO I START? 

The cars, the films, the 
actors: they’re all detailed on 
knp.J / pages, prodigy, com/bond/ 
movies-html while http:/1 
shiftcontml.com/archive/special/bond/ 
plug~bondfiles.hmd is a British-written 
brief summary of the leading actors and best 
b its of all the Bond films. 
http://www.TomorrowNeverDies.com 
is the homepage of the upcoming Bond, 
with pictures and news bulletins. 


vIES BOND 


KER-CHJNG! THE BEST DEAL 
Shop at ftttp.7/wvw.via/naJL 
aomfhoUywoadnet/boncLhtml for T- 
shirts, mugs and caps on the largest movie 
merchandise site on the Web. 
http://www.mgmua.com/bond/home.html is 
the official James Bond homepage: scorned by true 
Bondophfies (beware the daily quote takes five to ten minutes 
to download) but packed with merchandising: like the 
CD-Rom: “The Ultimate James Bond. An Interactive 
Dossier." Those with expanding wallets can visit 
http://wmv.jetsetonthenet.com/rnain/html/ 
introduction.himl for Ferraris. high-tech goodies and the 
chance to rent your own Bahamian island. 



TRAVELLER’S TALES: 
http:// www. w olfe.net/ 
hmss007/ has the 
Greatest Fan’s site, Kimberley Last’S, and 
and has links to the Ultimate Collection of 
Fan Pages, like Club James Bond. 


MUGGTNG-UP 

With over 200.000 sites, the Internet really 
is your virtual oyster for James Bond fans. 
http://www.concentric.net/Volante/ is a 
good place to start, with comprehensive links 
to all things 007-ish. www.moviehq.com/ 
reviews/index.htm contains short reviews: 
start here at Diamonds A re Forever, then link 
through to the entire lexicon. The 
randomly named http://pofysrv.net/ 
(Juncan/0Cf7\nfo.html is a smorgasbord of 
. indudir 


Bondiana, including a card game. 


"WELL! NEVERT 

At http://www.ujiiversalexports.net/ find out that Burt 
Reynolds could have been ■.. and more. Be shaken, not 
stirred by Jan Fleming* Martini recipe ai 
http://www.axianet.com/key/redpe4.htm! 


Susannah Jowitt 


ULTIMATE DIVE 


Thunderbolt-, the 
underwater fight scene: the 
“Bond wreck” at the 
western end of the Clifton 
Pier, Nassau, the 
Bahamas 

OUT OF the five James Bond 
movies filmed in this "Under¬ 
water Hollywood" comer of 
the Rahamas (the first ever 
deep-sea film, the origiml 
20.000 Leagues Under the 
Sea , was filmed here), it is the 
underwater fight sequence in 
Thunderbolt that has fens 
reaching for their respirators 
every time. 


To film these and the other 
underwater scenes took four 
months and involved the intri¬ 
cate building of a fibreglass 
and scaffolding life-size model 
of a Vulcan bomber plane. 

Thirty years later, most of 
the fibreglass has gone but the 
plane, with its fending gear 
and rubber tyres miraculously 
intact, is now a colourful riot 
of sea fens, soft sponges and 
corals, peopled by angel fish, 
grouper other tropical sea 
creatures. 

With the remake of 
Thunderbolt - Never Say 
Never Again — the Bond team, 
including the diving veteran 


Sean Connery (Roger Moore 
never even turned up for the 
scuba scenes filmed here for 
For Your Eyes Only j, sank 
another wreck, that of the 
Tears of Allah boat. 

These coraJ-infested relics 
make up the "Bond wreck" — 
a popular diving site at Clifton 
Her. west of Nassau, on the 
tax-free, gambler-friendly is¬ 
land of New Providence. 

This trip is offered by com- 
’ parties sudi as Stuart’s Cove 
(001 242 362 4171) as part of a 
two-dive package. For $65. you 
get to be James Bond, then go 
further afield to “The Wall”, 
where the shallow seabed, 


barely 15m deep, suddenly 
faffs away to an abyss of 
2 . 000 m. 

Now that sounds consider¬ 
ably scarier than a few under¬ 
water hoodlums giving our 
James a bit of a hand time. 


ULTIMATE HIDEOUT 


The Man with the 
Golden Gun: Janies Bond 
Island, Phang Nga Bay. 
Phuket, Thailand 
HUGE limestone cliffs 
and weird rock formations j ut 
out of a turquoise sea as 
Christopher Lee tries to _ 
outwit Janies Bond in this 


most surreal and 
spectacular of all the Bond 
film locations. 

Huge solar panels leap 
out of the towering isla nd 
opposite and speedboats 
and planes slalom in and our 
of the countless rocky 
steeples in Phang Nga Bay, 
near Phuket in Thailand. 

It is a scenario reenacted in 
the forthcoming Tomorrow 
Never Dies as Pierce Brosnan 
and sidekick race to find 
baddie Carver’s Stealth boat. 

The reality is just as 
impressive, although James 
Bond Island (as the locals 
affectionately call it) is rather 
smaller than you imagine 
from the scale that is 
presented in The Man 
With the Golden Gun. 

Nevertheless, the sheer 
number of dramatically 
proportioned islands is 
staggering. All arc precipitous 
— although only a few 
have the pearl-dust sandy 
beaches of James Bond 
Island — and all are topped 
by an untidy green fringe 
of dinging tropical vegetation. 

And, for all its imagined 
remoteness, the hay is a mere 
hop and a skip from 
mainstream tourist haunt 
Phuket, just up the coast. 
Some might prefer the 
backpacker simplicity of 
staying at the Muslim fishing 
village of Kopanyi. 
attached to one of the Phang 
Nga islands. 

Everything is on stilts, 
even the football pitch: if a 
ball is kicked over the goal 
line, the goalie has to dive into 
the sea to retrieve it... 



£999 
Round 
The World 

Bangkok Hong Kong, Sydney, Los Angeles bum £999 


Asia. Bangfcnk iSotsk superior medium dust lintel centrally Incited 
near Siam Square. Swimming pool, coffee shop. 6-JU rooms; TV. 
aircunditinning. phone, radio, bath, shower. 

Stanford, Hoag Kong tints k excellent medium class howl in 
Kowloon. near local shup> and restaurants. 2W atreundiuoned 
irmnis minib.tr. TV, phnne, bath shower (angle rooms: shower unh). 
Wynyard Vista, Sydney (Sms): good medium class hotel, centrally 
located within waiting distance of Circular Quay and Sidney 
Opera House. Restaurant, bar. rooftop terrace. 25ti rooms: TV. 
arcondirioning. minfliar. phone, tea-coffee facilities, hath/shower, 
Furana. Los Angeles (Sntsk medium class hotel near picturesque 
Marina del Res. Restaurant, bar. pool. Free shuttle to Marina del 
Rev. 760 dirconditioned rooms: TV. phone, bath - shower. 


Dept dates: 

Price: 

Dept dates: 

Price: 

25 Jan ’98 

£H9 9 

2* Apr 

£1099 

IW Feb 

£1599 

10.17 May 

£1099 

22 Feb 

£lrtl9 

SI Mav 

£U99 

0! Mar 

£1559 

07Jun 

£999 

U5.I2 Apr 

£2tH9 

N Jurt 

£1019 


Upgrade to First Class Hotels: from £199 extra. 
Domestic flights: £39 from selected UK airports 
The jkictndodK tidied (to HmhwH. irhitrjuuvOi (iMiimM. 

Traratm Price* per perym dunny min. Not befc Loot tax a. thnri .. 4 . 

appmx £j. Hunj; «jppPA £S. Bnubiy u nrinjimijipph. i>p 6 **i 1 , i! 
insurance E5. 


To book, telephone: (open dafly inc Sat Saul 

• 01306 744300 

1 F.ix: 01306 744334 
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Downhill all the way: Ste-Foy. near Val d’ls^re, is a good place to learn to ski off-piste 


Absolutely guaranteed to be frozen white: Whistler 


GETTING away over the jolly 
season poses sobering prob¬ 
lems, and careful planning is 
necessary ifyour skiing holiday 
is to go off like a Christmas 
cracker. This winter is difficult 
because the phenomenal boom 
in the skiing market is already 
exhausting capacity. Many 
firms report bookings running 
100 to 500 percent ahead of last 
year. There is little accommoda¬ 
tion left for the new year week, 
although Christmas is selling a UyW* 
bit more slowly. 

This year, Christmas Day, Bonne Day, 
New Year’s Eve and the morning after all 
fall outside the package turn-over days of 
Saturday and Sunday, which means no¬ 
body will be forced to travel on the most 
important days of the holiday season. 

Still, the dream of a white Christinas 
means that almost every resort in the Alps 
and America will be crammed to the rafters. 
At no other time of the year are pistes more 
crowded. The dilemma for keen skiers is 
where — at any price and any distance — 
snow quality can be guaranteed and 


queueing will be at a minimum. 

Families with small children, 
singles on tight schedules and 
couples looking for a romantic 
hideaway away from the 
crowds all face problems find¬ 
ing a holiday tailored to their 
needs. 

In recent years, a number of 
holiday firms and so-called 
independent consultants have 
made a speciality of advising 
those who do not fit into the 
typical package ski holiday. 

1 faxed 20 such firms request¬ 
ing suggestions for snowboard eis, for 
families, for escapists and for those for 
whom money is no object Some firms 
responded within minutes, notably Snow 
line. Ski Weekend and Ema Low. 

Perhaps an indication of just how good 
business is this season, is mat five or the 
better known specialists had not bothered to 
respond wi thin a week. 

From the firms which submitted specific 
offers. 1 have chosen the most unusual and 
interesting. All were available at the time of 
going to press. 


That time of year again: Father Christmas takes to the slopes with some young fans 


AFFORDABLE 
TOtt FAMILIES 

’ERHAPS the simplest way to 
ivoid expense and overcrowd- 
ng is not to stay in a resort at 
ill. Bourg-St-Maurice is a 
Tench market town with no 
rills but it does have a TGV 
ailway station (a terminus for 
he Eurostar) and it lies in the 
lean of the Tarentaisc. home 
o the Trois Vallees. La Plagne 
nd VaJ d'Isere. For everyday 
kiing. the three ski areas of 


Les Arcs can be reached 
directly from town wiihin 
seven minutes via Bourg-St- 
Maurice’s modem funicular. 
Ema Low (0171-584 2S41) is 
offering the best budget deal I 
have found: a self-drive pack¬ 
age with bed-and-breakfast 
accommodation at the Eng¬ 
lish-run Petite Auberge. De¬ 
cember 20-27, fur E170 per 

person, ferry included. 

For a more in-depth study of 
French rural life, and the 

Alpine cable car with the 


shortest queues. Vaujany is an 
excellent family choice, both 
for the intermediate slopes just 
above the village and few its 
cable car. which rises directly 
into the extensive skiing of 
Alpe d'Huez. Ski Peak (01252- 
794941). the only British opera¬ 
tor in Vaujany and highly 
rated for family values, has 
Christmas week (December 
20-27) availability in its Chalet 
Rostaing at £553. including 
flights and half-board. 

Ski Esprit is the firm which. 


in my view, best puts parents 
on the piste with peace of 
mind, offering the most pro¬ 
fessional childcare, the best 
guarantees and non-smoking 
chalets. Morzine in the Pbrtes 
du Soldi has toy trains which 
shuttle children to the lifts. Ski 
Esprit has money-back guar¬ 
antees for its nursery services 
and for ski-school tuition. 
Chalet Catherine has a nurs¬ 
ery in the chalet Ski Esprit 
(01252-616 7S9) is offering 
children under IS half-price 
and their own separate rooms 
when booking with parents, 
paying £489 for flights and 


half-board during the week 
December 21-28. 

Young children have been 
known to refuse to go on 
Christmas skiing holidays, 
afraid they will miss Santa. 
That will not happen with the 
Christmas offer suggested by 
both Snow Line and Skiers 
Travel Bureau. Kids can visit 
the saint at home at “Santa'S 
favourite ski resort": Levi in 
Lapptand. Ice fishing, husky 
dog and reindeer safaris 
should help to keep everyone 
interested, and snow is 
guaranteed. 

Snow line (0I85S-433 633) 


and Skiers Travel Bureau 
(01132 666876) offer Hotel Sir- 
kantahd in Levi, Finland, Dec¬ 
ember 21-28 for a total price of 
£1559 (for two adutts plus one 
child) including half-board 
and flights, with free ski-hire 
and ski-passes for children 
under seven. 



SNOWBOARDERS accept no 
substitutes. With their on- 
mountain snowboarding es¬ 
corts (equipped with video 
cameras). Playstations in the 


It’s all a question of vertical drops 


22 days in Beijing, Xian, Shanghai, Suzhou, Zhouzhuang, 
ysiH Hangzhou, Chongqing, the Yangtze River, Wuhan, 

Guilin and Hong Kong i*™ £2395 
r T~ r herc is so much to recommend this grand tour of China 
JL especially as present plans for the Yangtze River is destined to 
F j j-L jtfp* change the surrounding landscape forever. This tour gives you 
t * ie opportunity to cruise die Yangtze in real style on board 
our own floating hotel, the “SS Splendid China”. Built in a 
hKl; ■ M: unique imperial style, “SS Splendid China” offers luxurious 
^ comfort with facilities and services comparable to any quality 4-star 

_ hotel, thereby eliminating frustrating problems often 
W encountered with the traditional cruisers. We are also pleased 

^^^to include andent canal town Zhouzhuang and scenic Hangzhou in 
the tour, two of the most beautiful places in China which should not be missed. 
At CTS Horizons we arc not only China's foremost tour operator, we are part of 
the landscape. To us China is home and wc take pride in being aHe to show you 
aspects of China beyond the reach of more conventional tours. This is a richly’ 
rewarding tour which is sure to be a once in a lifetime experience. 

1998 dtopMtiw* P 1 *** *“* 5fa 9 te *»= For tours of China, talk to the experts, 

Mar .. 62595 6695 we’re at home in the Orient 

S ^^ 0171^359911 

1 1 CTS Horizons A I 

OCX . trawtlltr't itmiu e gg 
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.2450 
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once in a lifetime experience. 

For tours of China, talk to the experts, 
we're at home in the Orient 
Book direct: 0171 -836 9911 
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CTS Horizons 
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ALTHOUGH the Alps are 
stiff waiting for snow. Amer¬ 
ican ski resorts open this 
weekend for Thanksgiving, 
traditionally the first big 
skiing vacation of the year. 
Doug Sager writes. 

Vail Resorts has just an¬ 
nounced that all ski passes 
purchased at Vail will cover 
five resorts. VaiL Beaver 
Creek. Breckenridge and 
Keystone, all owned by Vail 
Resorts, were the four that 
were previously included. 
Now the separately owned 
.Arapahoe Basin has been 
added to the ticket 
Aspen Skiing Company 
apparently retains its num¬ 
ber one tide in the United 
States, after a period of 
confusion between the vari¬ 
ous resort areas over which 
is the highest and longest 
Construction this season 
of a new drag lift into tbe 
Cirque area at Srrowmass. 
one oF four resorts owned by 
tiie Aspen Skiing Company, 
prompted the Aspen con¬ 
glomerate to launch a public 
relation? campaign boast¬ 
ing both the longest vertical 



Go for it snowboarding 

drop — 4.406ft — and the 
highest lift-served skiing 
terrain at 12510ft 
Jackson Hole continues to 
advertise itself in press mat¬ 
erial as having the longest 
continuous vertical drop 
(4.139ft). but this daint is 
denied by Aspen Skiing 
Corporation. Big Sky in 
Montana has a longer verti¬ 
cal drop than Jackson Hole, 
at 4.180ft. but admits that 
this length cannot be skied 


in one descent, an addit¬ 
ional chairtift being re¬ 
quired for the lowest portion 
of the pistes. 

Earlier this week. Aspen 
Siding Company informed 
me that it had “made a 
mistake” and was with¬ 
drawing its claim to the 
highest skiing. Brecken¬ 
ridge advertises siding at 
12.998ft Loveland puts its 
(op skiing at 13.010ft. And 
Arapahoe Basin daixns ski¬ 
ing at 13,050ft 

However, upon closer ex¬ 
amination of piste maps it 
appears that all these Colo¬ 
rado resorts require hiking 
on foot beyond the lift 
systems to access these peak 
areas. Snowrnass’s Cirque 
lift will carry skiers all the 
way up to 12.510ft without 
walking, and this lift is 
scheduled to run at least 60 
days during the season. 

"So. f guess that puts us 
bock at the top after all for 
highest lift-served skiing. A t 
least' I think sou” was the 
final word on the subject 
front the Aspen Skiing 
Company. 


chalets and Burton boots, 
boards and bindings all avail¬ 
able for test Chalet Snow¬ 
board is the only choice (40 per 
cent of guests are aged over 
30). Chalet Snowboard (01235- 
767 575) has accommodation 
in Morzine and Avoriaz, De¬ 
cember 20-27, at £425 includ¬ 
ing flights and half-board. 

Romantic couples looking to 
hide away from the pistes in 
luxury are in luck. Tailor- 
made specialist Momentum 
Travel has found a four-star 
hotel — indoor pooL sauna 
and each room furnished with 
antiques — in Cogne. a village 
on the SanfOrso snowfidds 
below Italy^ Gran Paradise 
national park. It is only two 
hours from Geneva or Turin 
and the hold owner will pick 
you up in his 1920s limousine. 
Downhill skiing is limited but 
the area is a cross-country 
paradise. Momentum (0171- 
371 9111) quotes a seven-day 
package including flights, car 
hire and half-board for £899 
per person. 

Learning to ski off piste 
could not be less of a strain, 
staying at what I regard as the 
loveliest chalet in the Alps, 
and being taught by two in- 
house guides from the famous 
Zimmer brothers’ Top Sid 
centre. Ste-Foy is near Val 
dlsfire, but the hamlet has 
huge mid easy off-piste sectors 
unvisited by exports. Yellow¬ 
stone chalet is a new residence 
featured this season by The 
Ski Company (0171-730 9600). 
Christmas week (December 
21-23) is available at £1,687 per 
person including flights, 
meals, guides and Christmas 
dinner. 

Single and looking to ski 
with somebody serious? The 
weekend and off-piste special¬ 
ist Ski Weekend has put 
together Christmas and new 
year packages with the best 
skiing in the Alps. The last 
Swissair flights (2pm) on ei¬ 
ther December 24 or 31 have 
you in Chamonix two-and-a- 
half hours later. Four days of 
skiing follow: with an intro¬ 
duction to off-piste siding by 
Chamonix master guide Ro¬ 
land Sticger preceding heli¬ 
copter skiing.- descents of 
couloirs like the Pas de Chcvre 
or expeditions down the scenic 
Vallee Blanche, according to 
conditions and ability leveis. 
Business-class return has you 
bad; in London on Monday 


evening (8.45pm). The Ski 
Weekend (01367-241 636) price 
for either p rog r a m me is £699. 
including flights, half-board 
hotel accommodation and 
guiding. 


FOR A wrist on the white 
Christmas theme, Ski the 
American Dream proposes 
the guaranteed white glacier 
slopes of Whistler in Canada 
for Christmas, followed by the 
white sands of Hawaii for the 
new year. Though Ski die 
American Dream neglects to 
note it, there is snow skiing in 
Hawaii, although you have to 
climb a volcano fim. 

Ski tbe American Dream 
(0181-552 1201) has availability 
for its December 20-January 5 
package excluding meals, with 
seven nights at Chateau Whis¬ 
tler and nine at the 
Halekulani on - Waikiki beach, 
all transfers and flights, at 
£2^65 per person. 

Cowboy Christmas at your 
own private ranch outside 
Crested Butte. Colorado, in¬ 
cludes horse riding and snow¬ 
mobfling. The food and 
accommodation are at the top 
of foe range but the ranch is 
strictly no smoking. Crested 
Butte's nearby skiing is good 
for all abilities, and lifts are 
half-price for Buckhorn 
guests. Ski Equipe (0J6M40 
0010) has availability for 
seven, ten and 14-day pack¬ 
ages departing on December 
20 or 27, from £1,095 to £1.595 
per person for flights and 
some evening meals. 

However, for me there is 
only one choice for foe serious 
skier over foe holiday period, 
and foot is helicopter skiing in 
Canada. Janies Orris offering 
foe ultimate powder play¬ 
ground: 1,000 square miles of 
wilderness to be shared by 
only one private group. Al¬ 
though not normally operat¬ 
ing this early in the season, 
Crescent Spur in northern 
British Columbia will open its 
luxiny lodge and fire up the 
helicopter for any select group 
of between eight and 14 skiers. 
James Orr (0171-580 7883) 
bases prices on a Sunday to 
Saturday package including 
meals and guiding and a 
minimum 60.000ft of skiing — 
at EL680 per person but not 
including flights from Britain. 
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warm to the friendly, uncrowded 
albeit cold, resort of Are 


Swedes (end to be more dmnklly wrapped than Alpine skiers (above left), and while T-bars predominate on the slopes, redeeming features include uncrowded runs and superb view's 


“ *d like to live here/’S&id 
I my 14-year-old son as 
SI we rested on our skis 

JL and gazed out towards 
Norway over glittering moun¬ 
tain peaks. Paddy Brock does 
nor always pay this kind of 
compliment to holiday desti¬ 
nations. He has been to Cali¬ 
fornia. Hong Kong- the 
Mediterranean and all over 
Europe without ever having 
been heard to express a desire 
to settle in any one of those 
places. 

Bui Paddy, in common with 
rhe rest of die family. loved 
Sweden. If you tell people that 
you are off to ski in Sweden, 
they simply look puzzled and 
assume that you have mud¬ 
dled your Scandinavians and 
actually mean that you are 
going to Norway. Or they 
think you are going iust to ski 
cross-country. But the moun¬ 
tain range which runs down 
Norway also stretches across 
the border here and there. 
Nestling self-effacingly half¬ 
way up Sweden are a duster of 
downhill resorts barely known 
to British skiers. 

The secret remains well- 
kept for obvious reasons: 
Swedish winter sports are 
reckoned to be cold, dark and 
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expensive. Two Swedish re¬ 
sorts occupy exactly four pages 
out of 387 in the current 
brochure from Crystal cate of 
only two big British tour 
operators who bother with the 
downhill skiing in Sweden. 
Direct charter flights to 
Ostersund, the convenient air¬ 
port, only begin this yean we 
had to change planes in 
Stockholm. 

You cannot take as cheap a 
skiing holiday in Sweden as 
you can in the French Alps. I 
think that Sweden's extra ad¬ 
vantages outweigh the cost but 
you should assume, as a rule 
of thumb, that Swedish skiing 
wiff cost you 20 per cent more 
all round. 

And the weather can be 
painfully cold. We went late in 


the season but still experi¬ 
enced two days (out of six] 
when the wind cut the visibili¬ 
ty to a few yards on all but a 
fraction of the mountain. You 
do not see many slinky ski 
suits on Swedish pistes; your 
fellow skiers dress for Arctic 
weather in awesomely chunky 
anoraks and woolly hats. 

And your fellow skiers are 
almost all Swedes. After the 
Identikit facilities and decor of 
the multinational mass resorts 
in the Alps, the Swedish resort 
of Are never let us forget that 
we were in a distinctive 
country. 

Our apartment-hotel was on 
the edge of a village. A 
handsome horse strolled and 
grazed in the snowy field 
behind the hotel. Small, well- 
wrapped schoolchildren skied 
to school past our hade win¬ 
dows; their smaller brothers 
and sisters came by in push¬ 
chairs on skis. 

So unaccustomed are they to 
foreign visitors in Are (pro¬ 
nounced “aura’’} that many 
signs carry no language but 
Swedish. It’s not a problem: 
almost everybody speaks 
some English. 

Courtesy comes as standard 
in rural Scandinavia. When 






Christmas cheer 


FACT FILE 


■ George Brock travelled with Crystal Holidays (0181-399 
5144) to Are. Besides skiing packages for the adventurous in 
Slovenia, Georgia and Bulgaria, Crystal also operates to 
Sweden's largest ski area, Salem A seven-day stay in a four- 
bed apartment in the Hotel Renen costs E459 per person in 
high season. Hire of skis, sticks and boots adds £83 per 
skier a six-day high season lift pass costs £105. 

■ Are has 89 runs, totalling 82km. Despite being so far 
north, they use man-made snow on 20 of those pistes. There 
are 70km of cross-country tracks. The village of Are is 400m 
above sea level and the average temperature in February is 
-7C, in March -3.8C 

■ Are also offers husky sleigh rides, paragliding on the 
frozen take at the foot of the mountain, visits to a huge 
frozen waterfall snow scooters, go-kart racing on studded 
tyres, ice climbing and night skiing. Are's website is 
www.arefjaH.se 

■ Website www.crystalholidays.co.uk. 


“ARE is quiet but brilliant: 
like a genius sitting at the 
back of a class without saying 
a word. It is uncrowded 
but not at all dead. The ski 
school was like the resort 
smalL They have good 
tediniques for making 
1 one recognise and solve 
problems with one's 
skiing. When the weather Is 
bad. it is impossible to see 
and hard on your face. The 
snow blows across the 
path of the T-bar lifts and no 
track is left to ski in. On 
one lift, one couple in four fell 
off — often taking people 
behind them down as they 
went There are lots of 
other things to do: husky- 
sleighs. sltidoos, reindeer 
sleighs and paragliding. The 
reindeer sleigh sounds 
more dangerous than para- 
gliding." 


snowboarders first appeared 
and threatened to disturb the 
calm, earnest discussions were 
held in each resort to defuse 
the threat of chaos on the 
slopes; snowboarders now 
have their own areas, and 
politically correct snowboard¬ 
ing is taught in the local 
schools. 

The pistes available in Are 
would satisfy all but black-run 
skiers for a week- The runs are 
well looked after, long and 
uncrowded; the views into 
Norway are gorgeous. They 
have 70km of cross-country 
tracks. 
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I could live here: Paddy Brock, left and brother Ollie on a sleigh ride 


T o cap all this con¬ 
tentment, Sweden 
was revealed to me 
for the first time as a 
country of high-dass cuisine. 
On a standard four-star hotel 
package, we ate meals each 
night which would cost £30 a 
head if served at a London 
brasserie. And during the day 
we were expertly taught by 
Tony Koning, the English- 


A Special Announcement 

7 nights at the Coral Hilton Hotel 
on the Red Sea from just£315 


born head of the local ski 
school 

People used to mainland 
European resorts or the Uni¬ 
ted States will find things to 
irritate them. "If I could find 
the person who invented theT- 
bar drag lift. I’d shoot him." 
said Ollie as he dug himself 
and his skis out of the snow he 
had fallen into. 

Are has only a handful of 
chair lifts; most are T-bars. To 
Swedes, most of wham have 
skied for years, this is no 
problem; to the less experi¬ 
enced, it is a pain. The ski 
school is so unused to inexperi¬ 
enced adults that complete 
beginners have to spend their 
first morning hanging around 
without getting an skis until 
after lunch. Slu school in Are 
operates in the early afternoon 
and that's that. 

But these are minor quib¬ 
bles. and the skiing is anyway 
only part of the picture. One 
afternoon we went to visit a 
herd of reindeer which graze 
near the wooden huts buili by 
the once nomadic Sami herds¬ 
men. Close up. reindeer are 


smaller and gentler than you 
would expect: less like deer 
and more like small cows with 
pale coats the colour of drink¬ 
ing chocolate. 

The next afternoon we took 
a sleigh ride pulled by teams of 
ferociously energetic huskies. 
We shot out of the pine trees 
and swished across a frozen 
lake lit by a pale setting sun. 


We fancied the advertised 
reindeer sleigh-ride as weil but 
when I wanted to book, the 
mustard-keen man from Crys¬ 
tal Holidays looked a little 
queasy. “Er. I think the rein¬ 
deer sleigh may be off." he 
said, explaining that a recent 
trip had been abandoned 
when the reindeer grew too 
obstreperous to control. 


’ OLLIE BROCK, 12 

"HUSKY dogs look 
nothing like I expected them 
to. They look like big furry 
dogs who eat ordinary diets: 
the sleigh-pullers in 
Sweden are small but eat 
enough to kill a normal 
dog. One realises how 
different Swedish skiing is 
compared to the average 
French resort when you 
look back from the top of the 
slope: empty. Or when 
you see a ski instructor 
answering his mobile 
phone on the T-bar lift, or 
while skiing down a slope. 

In Are, everyone speaks 
English and is friendly. 1 
was skiing along one ilay 
and by mistake left my 
pole behind. Four 
snowboarders behind me 
all had a go at picking it up. 
The fourth succeeded and 
handed it to mei” 


The only much-touted local 
attraction that none of us 
wanted to ny was skiing at 
night. Are makes much nf the 
many kilometres of downhill 
and cross-country pistes which 
are floodlit well into the eve¬ 
ning. The locals claim that the 
lights shine so brightly on the 
mountainside that the nat¬ 
ional security agency in 
Washington once asked the 
Swedish government about 
the odd glow that was being 
picked up by the American spy 
satellites. 

But the idea of skiing in the 
evening leaves me cold. Or at 
least if would have Jeft me very 
cold indeed if I had ever 
abandoned the cosy warmth of 
our apartment. 




i- he recent openingofthe4-star Coral Hilton Hotel 

in Nuweiba and our flight from Gatwick to Ras el- 

Nakabmafre it possible forus to offer a relaxing 7-day 
sojoom in the winter sunshine of Nuweiba with the 
chareeofpartiripating in optional excursions to the 
Monastery of St Catherine and the Coloured Canyon. 

Our journey commences with a flight from London 
Gttwick to Sinai and then a short drive from Ras el- 

Nakab to Nuweiba for a seven night stay at the Coral 
Hilton Resort on the Red Sea. 

on a 7 Ions sandy beach the Coral Hilton Resort 
“Eludes a choice of restaurants, bars, shops and 
entertainment, swimming pool and a wide 
'Snely of watersports- AH 200 rooms are air-condi- 
tw *wd with private facilities. 

The Monastery of St Catherine has attracted pflgnrm 
AD 337 when the Empress Helena, mother of 

T°**faniine, ordered the building of a sanctuary - 

®^thesiteofihcBumingBush.Itspectocurar to SL Catherine’s 


DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 

Mondays - per person matron room 
1997 Dec 22.29X415 

1998Jan5,12,19.26J315-Feb2.9.16,23£315 
Mar2,9.16,23.30X345-Apr 6,134345 
Single room supplement£125 

lnrtiwliinBfleiht«.7niahu'anauiiinwtalkin>ritlibreakfaiLaltho 
Coni Hilton Resort, transfers, local represenutive'guidej. UKdc- 
parture tax. Net included: insurant*, visa procurement, overseas 
airport Jm.tjpr.Afl 




0171-6161000 


VOYAGES JULES VERNE 
21 Doiset Square, tandem NW16QG 
TnnelPromtdlofalJiLAHTflVlWl AT0LS83B 

Internet bttpo'Anns.^co.nlt 

Our oCicesart open fortckj^ioneresnvKlortswetlHiirys Sant lo 
Spmandat wtektm]* 9am loSpm. For personal calkrs. our office 
• hwmOT9aroto5|)niVccdidawafaF.' 



The ultimate 
<^c\tcx cxy^ctccfxc-e 


Relive the classic days of ocean travel on a deep sea vovage to some of 
the remotest island* in the south Atlantic a hoard the 7,000 ton 
luxury cargo liner, RMS St. Helena. 

• The ONLY ship making regular vovages to the tropical islands of St.Helena, 
.Ascension and Tristan da Cunha. 

• Visit Napoleon’s tomb and his home in exile. 

• Walk through the loneliest Boer War cemetery in the world. 

• Sec St. Helena’s unique flora and fauna. 

• 4,500 mile trans-oceanic voyages to the tropica] south Atlantic. 

Travel aboard a modern, well equipped luxury cargo liner - the last of the R.wal 
Mail Ships - to destinations almost impossible to reach otherwise. 

A unique variety of fly/cruise options, from 2 3 davs to 50 davs, I 
ail year round, with starting prices from 12,105. l - J Tv_ l 8 

Call or write now for uur new brochures and i J 

begin the experience of a lifetime. / | w-> 

Tel: 01326 211752 

Reference: TT 29/11/97 1 

1 RMS St. Helena _ 

ComoH' Slipping ltd. (3gmts \or St. Hokiu tinej,; • ~ <^gp! Ljjj 

+8-50 Kdiignnv Stmt, Fdmnuih, CbnirtiirtRrj^p Fax:01126 212808 } 4 BTa! 
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* " TOm Wh,teIaw - ^den in Scotland 
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Shopping in France is cheaper, the selection is better and goods even come gift-wrapped, says Robin Young 


It’s time for that 

counter attack 




^ '' .. 

r 


1. north • 

Ruede Metz 





43 Rue Titters | 

7 Rue Porte Neuve 


ii"f .Plage-* 
CttadeBa JAnrfes 


U^Uwuaa 


Calais 


i Co lata-' 


'Maimpotti 
. hypeniiafhel 

KaK mile. 


Town 
• HaB 


Cateb- 

Sutf 



• L 1 


uLt *| 

Grande Rue 


TRY SOMETHING different this year: ail 
you need is stamina and determination to 
brave Channel gales, booze-cruise companions 
and French shopping queues. The rewards are 
rich — you will able to treat family and friends 
to delicacies you might never afford, or in some 
cases be able to obtain, in Britain. And in 
France shop assistants will happily gift-wrap 
goods free of charge. 

My big idea, first put into practice last year, 
was to take advantage of rock-bottom ferry 
fares and stock up with beer, wines and spirits 
and and just about anything else appropriate. 
It could not have worked better and friends 
and acquaintances were simply awestruck by 
the splendour of our Christinas arrangements. 


QOttLOG 


The operation is profitable because all your 
alcohol will be bought at duty-free or French 
(low duty) prices. Discounts on perfumes, 
tobacco, beauty products, cameras and watch¬ 
es come as an optional bonus. But the real 
prize is the shopping that is available in and 
around Calais and Boulogne. I travelled alone 
with a shop-tilt-you-drop attitude. Having 
other family members along can help to divide 
the labour, but will involve discussions about 
what and where to buy. Leading supermarkets 
and hypermarkets in France open on only the 
last three Sundays before Christmas, and all 
specialist food shops are likely to be dosed on 
Monday mornings. 

This was my plan of action: 



Best in the Channel ports: the Charcuterie Bourgeois. 1 Grande Rue in Boulogne, is full of mouthwatering delicacies for a Christmas Eve feast 


■ CATCH AN early feny. 

The time saved in load¬ 
ing and unloading procedures 
is valuable, bearing in mind 
that however cr'y you set out 
it is already an hour later in 
France because of the time 
difference. 

Leaving home in central 
London at 6am, I was in 
Calais on December 23 last 
year just before 10am local 
time. I drove straight to my 
favourite baker. M Mertat, in 
his modest shop at 10 Rue 
Jean-Noel Dubout, off the 
northeastern corner of Place 
d’Armes at the coastal (north¬ 
ern) end of town. 

There is no point in buying 
French baguettes so early in 
the day. They are intended to 
keep only a few hours. Instead 


1 bought large, unslioed pains 
de campagne (country loaves), 
pains aux olives (bread with 
olives) and pains aux noix 
(walnut bread). From good 
bakers these more durable 
French loaves will last up to a 
week. 

M Merlot's cakes and 
patisseries were so tempting 
that I bought some of them, 
too. before heading the few 
miles inland from Calais to 
Licques. 

Licques is to poultry in 
France rather as Norfolk is to 
turkeys in Britain. The little 
town has an annual turkey 
festival (this year on Decem¬ 
ber 13-14) and a reputation far 
high-quality chickens, dudes 
and geese. I had ordered a 
capon (something we have not 


been allowed to buy in Eng¬ 
land since 1973) in advance by 
ringing Licques Volailles on 3- 
21 35 SO 03. To find the 
abattoir, turn right just before 
entering the town. The low- 
slung white building on the 
rise on the right-hand side is 
the one you wanL Collecting 
and paying for my bird took 
only minutes. 

From Licques I headed to 
the vast Cite Europe shopping 
mall outside Calais (junctions 
12 or 14 off the AI6). The 
hypermarket here is a Carre- 
four (not my favourite) so I 
preferred to park at the lower 
level close to the Forte de 
Beige, which provides quick 
access to the Che's gastro¬ 
nomic shops. There is another 
excellent baker here — actu¬ 


ally the village baker from 
nearby Wierre Effray. who 
had the good sense to open 
within the shopping centre. 
His bread from wood-fired 
ovens will not disappoint, and 
his neighbours include Tesco 
and Victoria Wine. The most 
catholic wine selections in the 
French Channel ports are 
available from the British 
wine retailers, who also in¬ 
clude Sainsbury’S linked to the 
Auchan (formerly Mam- 
mouth) hypermarket off the 
Nl west of Calais and the 
Grape Shop in Rue Thiers. 
Boulogne. 

A quick whisk of best bar¬ 
gains from Tesco and Vic 
Wine saw me back on the 
motorway in less than half an 
hour, now with a boorful of 


IT’S THE WEEKEND EVERY DAY ! 


Weekender Plus 

. - • WEEKEND RATES ALL WEEK: 14.12.97 - 31.01.93' 

\\ltttCY Special -FROM ONLY £36 PER ROOM PER NIGHT 


BREAKFAST INCLUDED FOR UP TO TWO ADULTS AND WVO CHILDREN 
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TOLL-FREE RESERVATIONS - 0800 897 121 

To instantly receive more detailed information about this offer on your fax. call (NL) 00 31 20 606 5 605 
and follow the voice announcements (call should cost no more than 45 pence). 


booze alongside my fruit and 
veg. I had an untroubled 20- 
minute drive to Boulogne, 
where I bought conserves; 
spices and other delicacies 
from the Hediard range at 
Aux Gourmets. 7 Rue Forte 
Neuve, just outside the gates of 
the old town, and rewarded 
myself with lunch at Pteheurs 
d'Etaples in the Grande Rue 
(3-21 30 29 29). one of several 
town-centre restaurants cap¬ 
able of providing a speedy 
feast 

I stopped at the fish counter 
on the way out to buy a 
pannier of oysters packed in 
wet seaweed. They will keep 
up to five days if the weather is 
cold enough, and I gave mine 
extra protection by packing 
them into one of the cold boxes 
with freezer blocks I had 
brought with me. 

■ A EEW doors down the 
street at No 1 Grande 
Rue, is the Bourgeois 
charcuterie shop, the best in 
the Channel ports (3-21 31 53 
57. phone and fax). Here I 
bought a Christmas Eve feast 
of choucroute gamie (pickled 
cabbage with five sorts of 
sausages and two cooked 
meats as gargantuan garn¬ 
ishes), Christinas breakfasts of 
andouillettes (tripe sausages], 
boudins noirs and boudins 
blancs (black puddings and 
poultry and veal sausages) 
and a generous tub fiill of the 
Christmas speciality rilletes 
d’oie (a kind of mashed goose). 
Other options this year will 
include oassoulet (stew of 
pork, poultry and beans), and 
petit sale aux lentilles (salt 
pork with lentils). 

The next stop was essential 
for cheese-lovers, round the 
corner at No 43 Rue Thiers at 
the Fromagerie de Philippe 
Olivier (3-21 31 94 74. fax 3-21 
30 7b 57). By prior arrange¬ 
ment M Laurent, chef of die 
Relais de la Brocante at 
Wimille (3-21 83 19 31. fax 3-21 
S7 29 71). had left a meticul¬ 
ously prepared foie gras for 
collection here. (He was dosed 
on December 23 last year.) He, 
or other Local chefs, may still 
entertain a limited number of 
similar orders this year — or 
you can buy foie gras direct 
from producers in the immedi¬ 
ate hinierland of Boulogne. 

As for cheese, the Olivier 


CHANNEL OFFERS 


■ HOVERSPEED (0990 
240241) offers a day-trip to 
- Boulogne at £18 for two 
people. The deal includes rail 
travel from a chokx of 15 
stations in London and (he 
Southeast to Folkeslone. 

and then onwards to Boulogne 
by Hoverspeed. 

The company also has E5 
foot-passenger hues available 
on DoverCalais and 
Folkestone-Boulogne. A car 
and five passengers by 
SupexSeaCaton Ftolkesmne- 
Boulogne costs E25(£35on 
Saturdays and bookings on 
day of tnvdk Hovercraft 
fares on Dover-Calais, £29 (£39 
Saturdays and bookings on 
day of travel). Valid until 
December 31. 

Daytrips for £10 are also . 
available when taking the 7am 
SuperSeaCat departure 
from Dover on Friday or 
Saturday. These are valid 
for a car and five passengers. 

■ STENA LINE fl>990 
707070): Day-trippers on foot 
can travel DoverCalais 

and Newhaven-Dicppe for £2: 
a car costs £15 and £2 per 
passenger. A E10 supplement 
per car applies on 
Saturday with a El supplement 
for foot passengers. This is 
valid until December 23. 

■ SEA FRANCE (0990 
711711): Day-trip fores to Calais 
cost El for foot passengers 
every day. A car and driver 
costs £10 (which becomes 

£20 on Saturdays), extra 
passengers are charged El 
each. This is valid until 
December 31. 

One night’s B&B in Calais 
costs £39 (E49 on Saturdays) 
for two sharing a twin or 
double room, including ferry 
crossing from Dover. Valid 
until December 22. 

■ P&O EUROPEAN 
FERRIES (0990 9S0980): Day- 
trip fares DoverCalais: £2 



Feny travel: speeding 
over me Channel to shop 

for foot passengers £25 for 
a car and up to nine people 
(£35 on Saturdays). A two- 
day Tare costs E29 fora car and 
five passengers (with a £10 
supplement applicable on 
Saturdays). You can book 
and pay 24 hours in advance. 
This is valid until 
December 31. 

■ LE SHUTTLE (0990 
353535): Day-trips, booked 24 
hours in advance, available 
from Sunday to Friday for £29 
for a car aod all occupants 
(£39on Saturday). 

Until December 3L one 
night’s B&B in Calais or St 
Omer is £35 per pe r son, 
including Channel Tunnel 
travel (travel after midday, 
return before 4pm the 
following day, book 24 
hours in advance). 

Steve Keenan 


shop staff are helpful about 
choosing a good selection and 
having them in the right state 
of readiness for consumption a 
stated number of days ahead. 
’The Christmas cheese par 
excellence in France is the 
unctuously creamy Vacherin 
de Mont d’Or. so runny that it 
has to be eaten with a spoon 
and not the easiest to have in 
the peak of condition just 


when required. I also bought 
Roquefort, Munster, Reblo- 
chon. Camembert, Print 
l'Eveque and a magnificently 
fruity Belfort — but there are 
more than 200 cheeses in the 
shop to choose from. 

There is also butter with sea 
salt, whole milk yoghurts, 
tarte aux ma rot lies (local 
cheese tart), creme frakhe and 
walnut bread. 


• Other useful numbers: ' 
Calais advice line: 0181-3480503 
(930am-430pm. Monday to 
Saturday). Carrefour. Citi 
Europe. Calais (3-2146 75 55). 
Auchan, Calais {3-2146 92 92). 
Auchan, St Martin, Boulogne 
P ~2110 il 12 ). Lecterc, Outreau, 
Boulogne (3-21102828). 


Ireland 

Lint a different life 

HOLIDAYS *98 

Ireland’s tourist boards, north and 
south, have got together to create some 
unforgettable breaks and holidays 
this year, from B&B’s to casdes. from 
long weekends to weeks on end, you’ll 
find Ireland's world famous welcome is 
now wanner than ever. For our full 
colour brochures, call us free on 

0800 55 5598. 

hnpUriwlaod.tr2vri.kc 


40% off 
Swan Hellenic 
Far Eastern 
Cruises. 


Exotic Winter Escapes 
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An alternative bakery to 
those already mentioned is 
Demarchez, just along the 
street at the junction with Rue 
Faidherbe. Last year I bought 
my French Christmas pud¬ 
dings, made with real plums L- 
here, before moving further 
along Rue Thiers to see what 
the Grape Shop had to offer. 


■ THEN. I realised that I 
still had enough time to 
make the run to Le Touquet 
where I know I could get the 
best cakes and chocolates 
available anywhere on the 
northern French coast On the 
way out of Boulogne I even 
managed to stop at the Leclerc 
supermarket at Outreau — a 
good one for boxes of fine 
wines at better than average 
prices. Cheap champagne 
(from about Fr6Q a bottle) and 
darete from less good vintages 
such as 1993 or 1994 are 
especially recommended, plus 
a few bottles of vin doux 
natural such as Muscat de 
Rivesaltes, Frontignan or 
Beaumes-de-Venise to serve, 
chilled as a Christmas aperitif. 

In Le Touquet I managed to 
park immediately between 
two of my targets — the Lido 
Patisserie at the corner of Rues 
St Jean and Lend res and the 
Au Chat Bleu chocolate shop. I 
spent a horrifying £90 in 15 
minutes and then raced round 
rfie comer to the Perard fish 
shop, restaurant and soup 
factory on Ruede Metz (3-2105 
13 33, fax 3-21 05 62 32) — for 
fish soups with accompanying 
jars of rouille (sweet-pepper 
mayonnaise). 

It was dark. Tt was wet. It 
was cold. But I was happy. On 
the way bade to the feny 
terminal in Calais I pulled up 
in the Rue Royale to buy my 
wife a silk scarf and some 
Biotherm beauty products. 
(Christmas is not entirely 
about food.) I caught a slightly 
delayed 8pm sailing, and was 
at home in London by 
lOJOpm. We did nor shop' 
again until the new year: 
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M y invitation was, 
"well, rather dif¬ 
ferent. It came 
from the St Giles 
Music Appreciation Society to 
attend its annua] convention 
at a hotel near Oxford to electa 
new president. 

In the event, far from dis¬ 
cussing the merits of great 
concertos, die guests were to 
spend the entire weekend in¬ 
vestigating an even more tax¬ 
ing matter: a murder. 

This occurred in the bath 
and, what was more, during 
dinner. It was not altogether a 
damned inconvenience. 

There was a suspicion of 
ketchup about the blood, and 
the sleuth who materialised to 
try to solve the crime was more 
He rail e Poirot than a modem 
police chief-inspector. 

I The plot had been devised 
fora murder mystery weekend 
to tax the intellects of guests 
from far afield who were more 
interested in testing their skills 
of deduction than loafing 
around a swimming pool. 

The idea behind these week¬ 
ends is that the guests arrive at 
the hotel in time for dinner on 
Friday. At some point that 
evening, a corpse is dis¬ 
covered. Then the fun begins. 

The guests examine the 
scene and then spend much of 
that evening and the following 
day looking for clues. 

Other actors appear and 
help the development of the 
plot, structured so that it 
cannot be solved before Sun- 
£day: a likely suspect may even 
be bumped off on- Saturday 
evening. 

The identity of the murderer 
will be revealed before Sunday 
lunch and with any luck — 
and ingenuity — it will have 
been guessed before then, by a 
guest or guests able to put 
together the pieces of the- 
puzzle. 

The actors, some profession¬ 
als who are between main¬ 
stream jobs, others amateur, 
then reappear to discuss the 
dastardly plot over the Sunday 
roast beef trolley. 

The roily ketchup to be 


glimpsed at this point is of die 
edible variety, and the clientele 
depart in die afternoon to 
resume their more humdrum 
existences. 

A murder weekend is not 
everybody’s idea of relaxation. 
Post-prandial tramping up 
and down fire escapes' in 
pursuit of the whiff of cordite, 
followed by the examination of 
a body in a bath or an open 
coffin. * 

The dose questioning of 
suspects is, even if this is 
merely a form of high jinks, 
not quite the same as mowing 
the lawn. It is a fantasy 
weekend fro- guests who are 
mostly middle dass, of mid¬ 
dling years and by no means 
unintdligenL 

The Whodunnit Company, 
which organises entertain¬ 
ment all over the country for 
people who are brought to¬ 
gether in a fictitious group 
such as the St Giles Sodety. 
once staged a “horror 
weekend". 

The company's proprietor, 
Edward Holden, insisted that 
all the guests should produce a 
medical certificate before¬ 
hand. "We staged a mass 
seance;" he said, "and people 
became seriously spooked, so 
we haven’t done it since. I was 
worried- abquH what guests 
might do to themselves.- 

S uch concerns are not 
ill-founded. • On 
another occasion, a 
guest was thought to 
be play-acting when in fact he 
was having an epileptic fit — 
happily, he recovered. 

And six years ago. the 
Algonquin Hotel in New York 
forgot to warn its normal 
guests that it was hosting a 
theme weekend. So when an 
actor ran through the lobby 
with a blazing gun. there was 
widespread panic. 

The birthplace of the mur¬ 
der mystery weekend was 
Torquay, where Agatha Chris¬ 
tie grew up. and in particular 
the Imperial Hotel Now. they 
tend to be staged at three-star 
establishments, often in the 


The first victim falls in Nefl Simon's Murder by Death, a spoof of the murder mystery genre in which the dinner guests are all fictional detectives 



On a knife edge: the victim always has to be realistic 


West Country. The Spread 
Eagle in Thame is a favourite 
location, partly because it al¬ 
lows tiie plot creators to intro¬ 
duce frogmen discovering 
bodies in the Isis , and partly 
because nearby Oxford is an 
attractive venue for an 
excursion. 

Nobody is actually required 
to pum their mind to solving a 
murder all weekend, but none¬ 
theless, some do. 

Mary Gleeson. an adult 
education lecturer from 
Amersham, was so exerted at 
the prospect of her sixth mur¬ 
der weekend in seven years 
that she arrived four and a 
half hours early on the Friday. 

She brought a selection of 
shoes “so that l have plenty of 
choice depending on the 
amount of running about 1 
want to do". As she filled in 
her time by eating cream 
cakes, she explained its lasting 
appeal 

“It is much more fon than 
watching Agatha Christie on 
television," she said. The 
suspense keeps me going and 
the actors want us to have a 
good time. 

“This is the sort of trip on 
which a woman can come on 
her own and get involved as 
much as she likes. I could not 
sit on a beach!" 

At her table at dinner, she 
was sitting with two German 
women from Frankfurt—“We 
find the English sense of 
humour very odd but we like 
it’ — and a couple from 
Horsham in West Sussex who 
were participating because 
they prefer to chat to fellow 
guests and socialise rather 
titan sit on their own. 

“A theme weekend fills in a 
gap for corporate people who 
don’t know what to talk about 
to each other." Holden said. 

“Our actors have to come up 
with clever lines off the top of 
their heads. Some guests test 
us with questions — especially 
about dates. 

“One year there was a 
daunting , row of Cadbury 
executives and another time 


Oliver Reed came as a guest 
In the morning, we saw him 
with shaving cream on his 
face, looking slightly the worse 
for wear, and then he disap¬ 
peared for the rest of the 
weekend." 

Holden sticks to a strict rule 
about “murdered" actors not 
re-emerging over the weekend 
except to take a bow on 
Sunday. Seeing a body rise 
from the dead in time for 
breakfast as occurs with some 
companies, hardly adds to the 
authenticity of what he terms 
“the show". 

There are always the inev¬ 
itable guests who giggle or 
who come up with a ready 
quip — “I cant solve any 
murder mysteries until 1 go to 
the toiler — until they are 
quietened by the sight of the 
dreaded body. It does look 
realistic 

The acting is wholehearted 
— and some weekends may 
involve seven or eight actors — 
and so, for that matter, is the 
audience participation. One 
particular guest, who came in 
a wheelchair, insisted on being 
carried up and down the stairs 
in search of blood and gore 
and was ultimately even more 
exhausted than the actors 
themselves. 


■ Murder plots run by the 
Whod unni t Company (01363 
774467) range from 
melodrama in Victorian times to 
modern-day crime detection. 
Guests can dress in the 
ap pro priate fashion. 

■ Whodunnit's weekends 
include two nights’ haiPboard 
accommodation and Sunday 
hmch in three-star hotels. Prices 
range from E180-095 per 
person. The author stayed at the 
Spread Eagle Hotel <01844 
213661) at Thame in Oxfordshire. 

■ Forte Hotels 0)345 543555) 
is among hotel chains running 
murder weekends, in which 
“modern rooms" are set up. An 
event is planned every 
weekend and prices range from 
El85-£210 per person for two 
nights, dinner and B&B-The 
1997-98 brochure is due out 

on Monday. 

■ Virgin Holds (0600-716 
919) also has murder weekends 
at die four-star Crathorne 
Hall Hold in Crathorne. North 
Yorkshire, from £190 — two 
nights’halfboard 
accommodation and lunch 

on Saturday induded, based on 
two sharing. 

■ Skills Motor Coaches 
<01623 633300) has trips 
inducting a one-night half- 


POST MORTEM FACT FILE 



Murder most foul as guests start the weekend's work by discovering the victim 


board stay at the four-star 
Jarvis Fairfield Manor Hotel in 
York departing on 
December 13 for £59. based on 
two sharing. Coaches 
transport participants from 
various pick-up points. 

■ Crystal Britain (0181-390 
8513) is offering murder mystery 


day trips from London to 
Brighton on the Orient Express 
from next March for £180. 
Breakfast and a three-course 
lunch are induded, 

■ HF Holidays (0181-905 
9558) offers a weekend in March 
at Sedbergh m the Yorkshire 
Daks for til9. 


■ Padwidk & Ball (0181-367 
6793) has a murder weekend in 
Abingdon on January 23 at 
E99 for two nights' half-hoard 
and another in Brighton on 
February 6 for £109. 

■ For more information call 
the British Tourist Authority 
(018FS469000). 


T here is more than an 
element of competi¬ 
tion among the guests 
to guess toe murder¬ 
er. but Holden reckons that 
only about a third of the guests 
get it right. 

This particular plot culmi¬ 
nated in a shooting, another 
murder and an arrest- By 
noon on Sunday, toe culprit 
was revealed by two guests 
able to congratulate them¬ 
selves that they were a match 
for any Poirot. 

For my part. I had suspected 
almost everyone else, includ¬ 
ing most of the members of the 
St Giles Music Appreciation 
Society. Somewhat chastened 
by the ingenuity of my fellow 
guests, I left the hotel and 
made ray way back to reality. 



Horror addicts can also get their fix on guided historic tours 


SINCE early childhood I have ~1 

offered from what some might It 

call- an obsessional fear of J 

psychopaths. I decided to face up 
to? phobia —joining a Jack the 
Ripper tour of London. Joanna . 
Hunter writes. I 

T was among a group of 60 -odd 
.people.-.----But none seemed 
P^tkulary strange. Most were Ameri¬ 
can. but there was a significant English 
PttSence the majority also being less 
than 30. 

■Our guide was Steve whose fantastic 
energy turned out to be the most 
taritying part of the tour. He described 

“K personal histories, last sightings and 
JP 89*y detail, murders of toe Ripper's 
five victim* 

IPs supposed to be scary, not funny." 
complained adisgruntled walker. I was 
sko initially disappointed: Steve’S pitch 
5®* a -cross between school trip and 
cajoling the crowd into choruses 
°‘ oohsTand “aahs", and describing one 
victims as “ a sort of Dick Van 
Dw in a skirt". 


Feel the chill 
on the street 


The first recorded seria l kill er stalked 
London in toe late summer of 1888. 
Known as Jack toe Ripper in reference to 
his gruesome habit of disemboweling his 
victims, his indentity. of course, remains 
a mystery. 

EAST LONDON is no longer a seething 
den of Victorian vice, and to the 
disappointment of some or my compan¬ 
ions, most of the murder scenes have 
been pulled down and replaced by offices 

and restaurants. . . _ __ 

Strolling through brightly lit streets 
surrounded by people is family terrify¬ 
ing, and f was glad that Sleve didn't 
attempt to over-hype an already dra¬ 
matic story. 


I More murder mystery than psy¬ 
chotic sightseeing. The Ripper 
Walk is informative and surpris¬ 
ingly fon. After two hours walking 
■ the streets on a damp November 

t night (with only toe briefest break 
in toe pub) (he crowd was still 
gripped. But when we were left at 
Aigate East underground station 
to disappear back into toe night, we were 
none the wiser to Jack's true identity. 

• London Walks 10171-6243478) 
ran* Jack The Ripper tours 
from TovKrHiU Underground 
simian daily at 7JOpm 
and at 3pm on Saturdays. 

• A Classic Murders and Crimes 
tour of West London leaves 
Embankment Tube station at 
630pm on Saturdays. 

Adults £4JO. students and 
pensioners £JL 50. 

Children under 15 
go free when accompanied 
by an adult 

• The Witchery Murder and Mystery Tour 
(0 L31-225 6745) offers tours of Edinburgh's Old 
Tmm for £6, by appointment only. 


T his is one of the grcai 
journeys of the unrid. A 
transcontinental crossing 
from Vancouver on the Pacific coast 
to the dty of Montreal on the & 

Lawrence Rhex 

Join us aboard the 'Canadian' for 
one of life's great travel 
adventures. Travelling in specially 
chartered carnages which have 
been refurbished in the classic i 

style of the fifties with handsome in 
an deco features, you can J 

experience the days of when the train was 
king. These streamline stainless steel rail- 
cars of the 1950's have been brought up 
ro date with air-conditioning, soft 
spacious seats with footrests and restful 
colour schemes. 
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A16dt 

journey 


y escorted trans Canadian 
r om Vancouver fo Montreal 


16th June to 1st July 1998 
1st to 16th September 1998 

Our chartered rail and dome car are 
pulled by the regular 'Canadian' 
scheduled service. You will have access 
_ to three different salons, all serving 
V complimentary tea and coffee 
H throughout the day; the Bullet 
W. Lounge, Mural Lounge and the 
; Observation Dome, with its 
'• ■ panoramic wrap-around windows. 

if Delicious meals an: served in the 


mxi 
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dining car and for more casual 
dining there is the Cafe Cic fn 
addition there is a bar and 
videos, games, magazines and 
newspapers are provided. 

Three nights will be spent aboard 
the train and 1 ] nights in Unit 
class hotels and lodges. 

PRICES PER PERSON 
Pnca fused on double ocrwpmcv 
j rouge from LI 77S und from £2318 

for single auoointodtinon 

Price includes; Economy dass air oairf, 
accommodation and full board on the 
‘Canadian', accommodation in first class 
hotels on room only basis, half day 
excursions in Nfcncouvcr I with lunch). 
Toronto. Ottawa and MonnraL Full day 
excursion with lunch to Niagara Falls and 
Victoria, transportation by luxury air- 
conditioned coaches, porterage, tour 
manager airport taxes. UK departure rax. 

Not induded: Travel insurance, meals in 
hotels, gratuincs. Executive Fust .Air 
supplement £910 per person. 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS 

Please telephone 0171—109 0376 

>■ d.ft- .■ Jur.n« h,nii. i 
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With rice terraces under threat, Philippine tourists may have to help out, says Adam Easton 


Worms turn 
as wonder 
goes under 


PICTURES 


T ourists may soon be 
charged to visit the 
2,000-year-old Ban- 
aue rice terraces in 
the Philippines, which are 
being destroyed by an unlike¬ 
ly agent — giant earthworms. 

The narrow terraces, 
dubbed the Eighth Wonder of 
the World by the country's 
Department of Tourism, at¬ 
tract one million visitors 
annually. 

But in recent years, many of 
the once-stunning terraces 
have collapsed or become 
overgrown with weeds. 

The origin of the worms, 
which can be I8in long, is 
uncertain, but they may have 
arrived when higher-yielding 
strains of rioe were introduced 
to the area after the Second 
World War. 

Christopher PagaduL pro¬ 
ject development officer of the 
Rice Terraces Commission 
(KTC). said: “The worms bore 
deep within the stone retain¬ 
ing walls of the terraces, 
producing an effect like a hole 


in a dyke. When the monsoon 
rains come they wash away 
the soil, leading to the collapse 
of the wall and the terrace. It 
only takes a week of runs to 
destroy a l.OOO-year-old 
terrace." 

Commission workers have 
so far failed to find a cure. 
Banaue mayor Tito Candda¬ 
rk) said: Thirty years ago the 
grandeur of the rice terraces 
was magnificent. In 20 years 
— we do not know." 

The KTC is helping to raise 
cash to maintain the terraces. 
It encourages farmers to sup¬ 
plement their income through 
other crafts, and to cultivate 
more cash crops such as 
mushrooms and cabbages. 

If this doesn't work, die 
Department of Tourism has 
considered introducing a fee 
for visitors. British tourist Jon 
Rogers said: "It would be a 
shame to have to pay, but if 
the scheme would help to 
maintain such an ancient 
wonder of craftsmanship then 
I would be happy to." 



The Banaue rice terraces in die Philippines, an agricultural and visual spectacle, are gr adu ally crumbling 


SRI LANKA hopes to 
capitalise on British determ¬ 
ination — and our abiding 
interest in tea and cricket — to 
boost its tourism trade, which 
has been badly hit by terror¬ 
ism. Tony Dawe writes. 

Many former colonies reject 
their British past, but Sri 
Lanka is planning to launch a 
"Discover British Ceylon" 
campaign next year that will 
focus on tea plantations, crick¬ 
et fields, historical and cultur¬ 
al attractions and the gem and 
spice industries our ancestors 
helped to create. 

Encouraged by the reluc¬ 
tance of many British holiday¬ 
makers to leave Luxor despite 
last week's horrific terrorist 
attack, the Sri Lankans are 
confident that their own diffi¬ 
culties will not deter British 
tourists either. 

Their new campaign will, 
however, keep visitors away 


Sri Lanka 
brews up 
target for 
tourism 

from the worst trouble spots 
including Colombo, the capi¬ 
tal. where scores of people 
have died in bomb attacks in 
the last two years, and the 
northern strongholds of the 
Tamil Tigers liberation move¬ 
ment 

Britons top the list of foreign 
tourists to Sri Lanka, with 
50.000 out of a total of 300,000 
travelling so far this year, but 
these figures have been static 
for 15 years. 

“We have set a target of one 


million visitors within the next 
five years. 

“We believe we can achieve 
that if we can convince people 
that Sri Lanka is safe for travel 
and safe for investment," 
Ranjirh Perera. the tourist 
board director, said on a visit 
to London. "There is tremen¬ 
dous untapped potential in 
Britain." 

Tea festivals and exhibition 
cricket matches are planned 
as part of the new campaign, 
but tourist officials are also 
keen to promote the country's 
golf courses and coastal 
attractions. 

Sri Lanka boasts spectacu¬ 
lar shipwrecks and coral reefs. 
Its newest attraction is a 
wetland visitor centre, which 
indudes a traditional fisher¬ 
man's village, an exhibition on 
nature conservation, a herb 
garden and a shop full of 
"marsh memories". 


Fancy sailing the high seas? 


DO YOU have the taste for an 
adventure on the high seas? 
Then join the crew ofan 18th- 
century square rigger sailing 
to the New World. 

You’ll sleep in a hammock, 
hoist the sails, scrub the decks 
and take the helm, if you are 
fit, don't suffer seasickness 
and dig deep in your pockets, 
a trip of a lifetime could come 
true. The £8-miUicm replica of 
Captain Cook’s Endeavour is 
preparing for an eight-week 
voyage to America in the new 
year. She will carry 35 ama¬ 
teur crew. 13 officers and 
professional sailors and four 
passengers. 

Having finished a seven- 
month UK tour, the ship — 
built in Australia using origi¬ 
nal plans from the National 


Maritime Museum—is being 
refitted at Whitby, North 
Yorkshire, where the first 
Endeavour was built in 1765. 

The dockside and work¬ 
shops are open to visitors 
unto December 8. Sailmakers 
can be seen working the 
canvas, riggers splicing rope 
and seamen tarring the rat¬ 
lines — the rope ladder steps 
between the rigging — all 
using 18th-century methods. 

After repairs, visitors will 
be able to board Endeavour 
until December 14, when she 
leaves for dry dock In Hull. 
The ship leaves Hull on 
January S and departs for 
America six days later horn 
Plymouth Stairs, from where 
Captain Cook set sail in the 
original Endeavour in 1768. 


More than 200 years later. 
Endeavour's route to America 

— a voyage Cook never made 

— is via Tenerife. On the 
second leg it beads for St 
Thomas in the Virgin Islands, 
then Nassau, before arriving 
at Palm Beach. Florida, on 
March 5. 

For crew members the voy¬ 
age from Hull to Tenerife wfll 
cost £606. From The Canaries 
to Florida: EL515. The whole 
trip costs £1.787. 

Paying passengers will 
need to find £2575 for the first 
leg: ES.030 for the second part. 
The fare for the whole trip ts 
£10.606. 

Ronald Gribble 

• HM Bark Endeavour 
Foundation (0181-2935522) 


□ ITALIAN culture vultures 
will be in heaven this week: 
Pavarotti is singing in Doni¬ 
zetti’S L'elisir tTamore in Na¬ 
ples on Tuesday, Thursday 
and the following Wednesday 
(December 10), tickets from 

£52^ Stravinsky’s L'oiseau de 

Jen is playing in Florence on 
Wednesday and Thursday, 
tickets for £20. and Verdi's 
Rigoletto is being performed 
in Genoa on Saturday, tickets 
from £47. Tickets and B&B 
accommodation at a selection 

of three to five-star hotels 
from £66 per twin room can 
be arranged through Liaisons 
Abroad (0171 376 4020). 

□ CRAVING toitiUas and te¬ 
quila? First Choice (0161-742 
2228) has 14 nights*, three-star 
accommodation only, at a 
Mexican beach resort for £379 
per person. Return flights to 
Puerto Vallarn or 

Canaindepart from Gatwick 
on Tuesday, December 9. - 

□ IF YOU are desperate to 
escape this December you 
might consider Lunn Polyps 
offer of flights only to Alicante 
for £99. Valid for'28 nights 
mid including departure tax. 



the flight departs from 
Birmingham OQ Thursday. 
Visit your local Lunn Foly. 
shop for details. 

Q MORE than just a treaty: 
Holland'S largest Christmas 
market begins at Maastricht 
an Saturday (December 6). 
Amsterdam Travel Service 
(01992 456056) has two nit 
B&B at the Hotel Bergere £ 
£175 per person. Return 
Eurostar from London to 
Maastricht is also included. 

□ WANTING to polish up 
your technique before you hit 
die piste? S heffie ld Ski Village 
(0114 276 8822) is offering 
Slope Off weekend breaks 
from E59 for one night and 
£99 for two nights, including 
B&B, eight hours' tuition, (iff 
passes and equipment hire. 

Joanna Hunter 
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AN EXCLUSIVE OFFER 


THE 



TIMES 


Still life prints only £4.25 each' 


T o celebrate its Objects of Desire exhibition, the 

Hayward Gallery has created three beautiful prints 
exclusively for Times readers. These high-quality 
reproduction prints capture the excitement and variety of the 
modem still life as seen in the Hayward’s groundbreaking 
exhibition — on until January 4 — organised by the Museum 
of Modem Art, New York. The three prints are from, works 
by Carlo Carra, Pablo Picasso and Max Beckmann and 
represent three important 20th-century masterpieces. 

Each print measures approximately 420 x 594mm with a 
border and is available for just £4.25 or £9.75 if you order all 
three, a saving of more than 20 per cent 
Picasso’s evocative Still Life with Pitcher and Apples 
reflects a nostalgia for a classical past and represents a sensu¬ 
ous portrait of his wife, Marie Therese. 

Max Beckmann’s striking Still Life with Fallen Candles 
echoes the classic still life motif of momenta mori, a reminder 
of the transience of earthly life. 

Carlo Carra’s Still Life with Triangle illustrates a yearning 
for timeless order, an idealised spiritual vision, in which 
traditional still life objects are revealed through modem eyes. 


■ 


i 


RIGHT: Max Beckmann 
(1834-1950) 
Snli Life with Fallen 
Candles (1929) 

The Detrail Insoruie of Arts 
CD ACS l<WT 


CENTRE Pablo Picasso 
[1881-1973) 
Soli Life with Pitcher and 
Appte (1919) 
Musee Picasso. Parts ©Succession 
Pkasso/DACS 1W7 


far RIGHT: Carlo Carni 
(1881-1966! 
Still Life with Triangle (1917) 
Crrichc Raced w d'Aiw 
©DACSIW* 



Sponsored by BMW 


in association with 

THE4fi$&TIMES 
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PRICE 

QTY 

Carlo Carre SOU Ufa with Triangle 

E4L25 


Pablo PicassoStWUfewlthPitcherandApples 

£4.25 


Max Beckmann Stiff Lte with Fatten CanrSes 

£4-25 


Set of thro* prints 

£9.75 


TOTAL 
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Secret life 
of a sardine 

THE history of sardines is 
explained in the Mus6e Lmagi- 
naire de la Sardine at S6te in 
southern France. The museum 
houses about 1,000 empty sardine 
tins and offers riveting facts about 
the history of the humble fish. 
Christopher Columbus, it seems, 
left the OldWorld with 650 barrels 
of them on board the Santa 
Maria . and the expression 
"packed like sardines" is derived 
from this type of storage. 

The sardine tin was invented in 
1820 (fry a Frenchman); it had to be 
opened with a hammer and chisel 
— the key opener came 50 years 
later. Visitors can climb into a tin 
to experience the perspective of the 
cramped fish and, of course, enjoy 
a degustation- Museum admis¬ 
sion costs FrlO; dosed Mondays 
(0033 467749175). 

On the map 

WHAT are Niska Banja, Soko- 
banja and Vrnjacka Banja. Gal¬ 
ena and Fujairah? They were 
among the'"new" holiday destin¬ 
ations that were being promoted 
by hopeful tourist boards and tour 
operators at London’s World Tra¬ 
vel Market last week. The first 
three are spa towns in Serbia. So 
far the only tour operator to Serbia 
is Thomsen Holidays, which 
offers skiing in Kopaonik from 
£195 for a week's self-catering. 

Histone (for America) Galena is 
being promoted by die state of 
Illinois. Other attractions indude 
the world's only McDonald's 


museum in.Des Plaines, and the 
production of more sweets than 
anywhere else in the US — Illinois 
is home to Brach’s Candies, the 
Blackhawk Chocolate Trail and. 
Tootsie Roll Industries. 

Fujairah in the United Arab 
Emjrates retains more traditional 
Arabic character than its booming 
neighbour Dubai. The tiny emir¬ 
ate has huge sandy beaches, 
excellent diving and a landscape 
that ranges from mountains dot¬ 
ted with ancient forts to hidden 
wadis and lush gardens. 

You may doubt whether these 
places will succeed on the tourist 
map. Well, look what you can do 
with a mosquito-ridden swamp in 
central Florida. 

Breathe easy 

THE Penang Muti- 
ara Beach Reran in 
Malaysia is offer¬ 
ing free accommo¬ 
dation to guests 
staying in the hotel 
at any time when 
the Air Pollutant Index (API) 
passes the critical 100 level. 

"There has been a great deal of 
publicity about high levels of air 
pollution in Malaysia," said Peter 
Gibbons, the resort's general man¬ 
ager. “Certainly we’ve had our 
problems. But sinoe early October 
the API level has been well below 
the 100 level, and visibility over 10 
kilometres. So we’re putting our 
pockets where our mouths are. 
and offering this unconditional 
refund to highlight the greatly 
improved conditions in our area." 
A double room at the Mutiara 
Beach Resort (006048852828) costs 
about £44 per night 



Net working: fishermen in Fujairah in the United Arab Emirates 


Mystic history 

THE New England port of Mystic. 
Connecticut, is bracing itself for a 
Tourist invasion after the Decem¬ 
ber release of Steven Spielberg’s 
Amistad. The A mistad episode is a 
notorious part of Connecticut hist¬ 
ory. In 1839, 53 people were 
kidnapped from their west Afri¬ 
can homes, forced aboard the 
schooner Amistad and borne off 
as slaves to a sugar plantation in 
Cuba. The Africans took over the 
ship and tried to sail back home. 
When this failed they were taken 
into custody in New London, stood 
trial in New Haven and later in 
Hartford. It was here that former 
US President John Quincy Adams 
successfully argued on their behalf 
in what is often cited as the first 
civil rights case decided by the 
Supreme Court 

A reproduction schooner 
Amistad is to be built “to teach 
lessons of history, co-operation 
and leadership”at Mystic Seaport. 
America's leading maritime muse¬ 
um which houses the world’s 
largest collection of boats and 
maritime photographs. More in¬ 
formation from Discover New 
England (01732 742777). 

■ TRAVEL insurance costs 
10 per cent more than h 
should because of false Hahns 
according to Home & Overseas, 
which processes 147,000 claims 
by British holidaymakers each 
year. The company gives the 
example of a man who claimed 
for the cost of an appendectomy 
... 17 times. 

A significant number of claims 
are patently phoney: one card ess 
traveller reckoned to have lost 33 
suitcases over three years, while 
another wanted repayment for 
treatment he had received in an 
Indian village—which had been 
under water for five years. 

A particularly enterprising 
gourmet demanded £1.600 for 
Iranian caviare “stolen between 
Heathrow and home?; he 
dropped the fbh" when asked 
for a receipt 

In the Po delta 

THE introduction of the shallow- 
draught MS Venezia for next year 
has enabled KD River Cruises 
(01372 742033) to offer holiday¬ 
makers an unusual and romantic 
glimpse of the intricate water¬ 
ways, canals and lagoons of the Po 
delta. 

On an eight-day trip from 
Venice to Lombardy or vice-versa. 


Lights, camera, action: on location in Mystic. Connecticut for Steven Spielberg’s film. Amistad, which goes on release next month 


the 120-passenger ship stops off at 
Murano and Burano, Chioggia. 
Verona, Ferrara and Cremona, 
with optional visits to see the 
Donatello reliefs in the basilica of 
St Anthony in Padua and to 
Mantua and Parma. 

Unlike large modem anise 
liners which have to berth at the 
ugly back door of Venice, MS 
Venezia gets pride of place among 
the gondolas near St Mark's 
Square on her two-night stopover 
in La Serenissima. 

Starting in March, the holiday 
costs £I,J95-£J,425, which includes 
fUghts and full board. 

■ FIND OUT more about 
stmkhorns, slime mould 
and puffballs by joining a 
Foraging for Fongi tour in 
Lithuania next summer. 


organised by the Field Studies 
Council (01743 850522). The 
environmental charity is running 
42 holiday courses for serious 
naturalists — die ten-day 
Lithuanian tour costs £1,300 
which includes flights and full 
board. An M-day Flowers in the 
Landscape tour to Cyprus in 
ApriL accompanied by an expert 
botanist costs £1,030. 

Other general interest holidays 
are aim ed at environmental 
enthusiasts and include 
Romania's Carpathian 
mountains where you will find 
castles and monasteries, 
volcanoes, salt mountains, 
magnificent geological 
highlights, wild flowers and 
wildlife, even glimpses of bears 
and wolves. This 13 -day totrr in 
June costs £1,380. 


Klong holiday 

MAGIC of the Orient (01293 
537700) is offering the chance to 
experience life in Bangkok's 
“Wongs”, the network of canals 
which lie across rhe Chao Phraya 
River from the main dry sprawl. 

Guests sray in the wooden Thai 
House on a family farm among 
mango trees and coconut palms, 
eating home-cooked food bought 
at markets and exploring die 
klongs by boat Vjsirs include a 
trip to the Royal Barge Museum, 
the Thai Massage School at Wat 
Po. and an orchid farm. A two-day 
(one-night) stay costs £158 or can 
be combined with other Thai 
holidays. Four nights full-board aT 
the Thai House and seven nights 
(room only) in Phuket cost E5S5. 
including flights. 


■ TH E rash of aH-indusive 
holidays is spreading to the 
Black Sea coast Balkan 
Holidays (0171-M3 5566) is 
offering the first in Bulgaria, at 
the Elenite Holiday Village 
situated eight miles north of 
Sunny Beach, the country’s 
largest resort The village is on a 
hillside above a shingle beach, 
with watersports. ice-creams, 
afternoon teas, rad a (the fiery 
local plum brandy), beer and 
Bulgarian wine all part of the 
package. Gastronomy is rarely a 
highlight in Bulgaria, and the 
three-meal-a-day buffet service, 
seemingly inevitable with all- 
inclusive holidays, is unlikely to 
improve the quality of the food. 
Prices are from £349-£469 a 
week. E493-E669 for two weeks, 
including flights. 


TO ADVERTISE CALL* 
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0171481 4000 (PRIVATE) 
FAX: 0171 481 9313 
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Luxurious remote lodges. 
Wafting, canoeing, riding and 
which sriuft wflfitfta vey best 
guides. So peril wild We. Adventure 
with comfort. Cal ts to create 
. your Ideal safari. 
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Canada & the USA by Train 


Departures ^ £1990 \ 
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Rail cruising across the continent 
from the comfort of a train 

Join one of our escorted, inclusive seen* holidays and travd 
from the east to ri* west coast Choose from Canada or USA and 
see the variety as you travel from east coast dtie. to roiling 
prairies, the majestic Rockies and finally the lush west coast and 
ffadficOccan. 

THE TRAINS - Owmigbi sleepers & meals included 
i Trans Canada: 

l Die CflmKftw, the classic Trans Continental train. With 
I observation dome, bar, lounge and restaurant, this is the way 
\ to see Canada.. 

\ Rocky Mountaineer, a 2-day Journey through the 
l spectacular Rockies travelling entirely by daylight 

i \ USA Coast to Coast: 

1 Travel on AMTRAPs Capitol limited OMomm Zephyr and 
l Southwest Chief. Modem double-deck supeihner trains 
\ have a sightseer lounge, ban restaurant car and great 
c I views from the upper lewd. 

k5\ we also run other rail holidays In North America, tours of 
ntc \ South Africa and Australia by train and a comprehensive 
1 programme of rail holidays to Europe by EurosUr & 

\ intercity trains. 

* t0 1 For our brochure with details of an holidays please 
1 telephone us on: 

J ’ on \| 01904 679969 

6 1 We are open f* oSepboiie eaBi fmn 0900-1700 evay day 
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The Land that 
Delights the Senses 
Out now our fabulous « png 
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CRUISE & SAIL 
ABROAD 


CITY BREAKS 



'FRANCE ITALY \ 

! ITS''.£73 FLTS::.£143::r\ 

CitvBrcjF.- CiJv li.-ce k> 

■r.£1Zd r.fisc--. 

c.irt lir.r Car Hire 

3dwy:J*:.£7S 3cayifr£33 
Tcoyf.fr.C1E7 7cbysfr.£l35 



BALEARICS 




FRANCE 


VS-Wt'.- Ti' y» IL-l 




CAR HERE E ITALY 


Country Villas & Apartments 
Charming Inomaie Hotels 
City Apartments 
Early Booking Discount 
1993 Brochure Out Now 

01293 552277 


Suafa Inner, Cmiqpi r, 
Dupnh, TViac S*-n.. 
NkfcK. 1 -hit. .\lorr-Lrm(nc_ 
VUnr-Aiqiu. Fnr minur hnchim. 

Phone 01502 502 604 




AUSTRALIA 
& NEW ZEALAND 


OUT NOW! 


Cnauauf Vitas & Farm House*, 
many wih penis 

• Collages ■ Sudtas • Apartments 

• Family Hatata * Mctsta Homes 

• Bed S Breakfasts * Ctty Breaks 

All regions of Franca. 

Free 316 pg Colour Bradure 

Tel: 01484 682503 


GERMANY 


Villas & 


■ Uanr m poot 
. Cbaa&axity 
- FREE on DOB WK< 
FSEE CtXOOR BHOChURE 

01903 748126 



Germany 


Quality holiday parks in 
Holland and the Black Forest 
and Motet reports ot Germany. 

Phone 01502 502 SOS 
qhm> asssi 


GREECE 



OVERSEAS TRAVEL 


(fiDiVIDtiAL TRAVELLERS 

FRANCE 


BOO traditional French 
homes from £5D0 
(per property) for two 
weeks self-catering, 
including sea crossing. 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 143681 
QUOTE REF: FWB 




ITALY 


Kitrsc:; ra.i KsaKucor Hcvir suern^s ,'*1* iximnjt 


“Will things have changed 
by the time I turn the page?” 

The ttng about ness a. «Ts nave new tor tone. But LmOne. tte nohaUs 
Mfarmatkn and Nonet swwe. always to W Stta Sky PtewprowtesiBift, 
axrt and tusnss stones Irom aromd the acrid and ipdte than aroand 

ilwcfctkastbeytiweaWKfcmeaTiBwtjiouareHat^rtoniirdatewtylm. 

ThrUaBOaixadlhetalersatRSE-ClB 0800 111 210> 


It’s whoi vo u want to hno‘. 


FdJACl1C 


\ NO ONE COMES 

CLOSER TO FRANCE 
Traditional holiday 
properties of character 
and quality in Ranee 
and Corsica. 

Many with pool. 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 143681 

QUOTE HER F157 
VACANCES EM 




Traditional 
Jana ho uses. 
viHaj an J 
apartments in 
Italy's prettiest 
regions. 

FREE COLOUR 


(0990)143683 
QUOTE 1171 

WAN2EWn7ilM 


Holidays of an entirely 
different nature. 




um5 BRITISH AIRWAYS 
BringinR ihe Work) Togclh«r. 


This gTtrjc price offer !» from Loudon 
ro Perth and includes: 

• Return UK domestic flights on 
British Airwjvs for only «l. 

• 2 tire sropoverv cn route in Bangkok 
.iud or Singapore. 

• Travel between September-November 
97 and 21 Janujr\’-31 March *is. 


FROM ONLY 


RETURN 


Call OI42«i KK724 or «iT7I 2ST 
Open 7 Jj\*. 


SI»TR".V*i \ i«.v 
VT'.U 


■"i'll. I If jijjIjWuv inn, n.H». jpf-li 11,., 
L'K An, jfrn-iri iiiii 


“Wa/qoa £19.99. 


■BjfBBwE-g-P er g h n"h 

faT-rnSgtr-n-ni, 


■^DiuihiKADaoo, 


b 


nmhC12S ' iST,mWhi '^- 0 fB arslmin 


Scotland 




























































































































































































































































































































WEEKBND SATURDAY 'NOVEMlstlK ZV W? 


USA & CANADA 


INDIA 


RUSSIA 


USA & CANADA I WINTER SPORTS 


UJt. HOLIDAYS i CORNWALL & DEVON I DORSET, HANTS^ 


^RSiK ttOtlfltfyS MEEADEAls 



HflfiDESi NIGHT: 


.+ ACCOMMODATION 




SPAIN 
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FABULOUS 


5|fc HudfkM hotels la sail 
every budget 

^Hyaay day af the weefcon 

Scheduled sereins and' 

stay as long as yoa please 


-01235 824324 

JMtn-T 4*7* a ntf 
nr Me )W> tool ASIA trml qa* 

CRYSTAL 

ITALY* 

crrv BREAKS 


* 53 ; 


3233 
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Luc 


Portugal 


Holhlsy piopeTUes thmagbont 
Ok man dcUghtTol 
areas of rbrtwgoL jHB 
FIEE COLOUR irdh 


BING 

(0990)143682 
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CRUISE & 
SAIL ABROAD 


0 ^ 



*5* 


139? 


lU^ pY 



CaB Reservations now on 

0990336336 

Wft Tam Lid. on ram. iiiol 1121 . 

SdftdtoaAHfe 



lunuiRS 

SPAIN 

Traditional 

farmhouses, cottages, 
apartments and 
Tillage houses la 
countryside Spate 
and Portugal. 
Many with pool. 




ENGLAND 

COOtfTKV HOURS 


Consul. 

Id»dih 
inland homes 
throoghcmt 
New Engla nd. 


WINTER SPORTS 






FOR MORE 
TRAVEL 
ADVERTS TURN 
TO PAGES 
31 &33 
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EAST ANGLIA 






OVERSEAS TRAVEL 


CRUISE & SAIL 
ABROAD 


SHORT BREAKS 


Aapabchaorcf baafaaaio-ft 
kmoBoauDd HH f™ ansy 
hue hath. ram&r wt*nk, 


YexFcsnr ho&hp-in jn ataq 
nradTlduciodadiqhab, 


0345 565 707 


fawn HE IN* Burt Sm I 
hnjdoe. or i*L W i Htffc ft 


THISTLE HOTELS 


Havel as many times 
as you like from 
£59.95 a yeas 


Insurance 

Services 


With our .annual travel 
insurance you can take an 
unlimited number of trips, 
lb enrol call between 8am 
and 8pm Monday to 

ratetmceTl^A 0800 700 737 

CcilUB ad d^bam IfeaiaaaB WF 1 * *^7 1am ^ c<a 4 IIfc * BK 

mUfc a >uh. taaaiUn Bereta* K«io4i{ato 

UcBaerftay gamed tj 8c AB code con**#- 


CORNWALL & DEVON 




SPECIAL INTEREST 


Lunn Poly 


Thomson 



The L'I\’s \o.I for Cruises 


DECEMBER 

£643 



Po mp eii. Hercntunm. Rome. 
Elba, Nke. Contact Swan 
Bdlenk.77 New Orford Street. 
London WC1A IP? or W 




| Phone 01502 502 602 
Q-ct« C4SS5 


CRUISE A SAIL 
ABROAD 


WINTER SPORTS 



fi^t mw at Lna Priy, jn oi save aa otn £100 per couple on selected 
Thomson Caribbean oases on fie Baerald aid tsbadfaeze depaprtnq; '» Beonber 
1997. With prices fan jut 1643* rittadtag retin fights, al nob. put tans, 
tips. entertain neat asd 1 rights a aa all tadnm hotel fust take out oar 
Halidayare aswana wires yoc bodcT 


USA A CANADA 


Hnfto ut i^t—af pmimiHuat 
iimugity be mrfd 8ta» B, Air 


FRENCH 

ALPS 


Chalet for 6/8 people 
7 days 
Chalet 
French Alps 


Traditional alpine 
village of La Ciusaz. 
Easy access from road, 
rad or air. Friendly, 
relaxed atmosphere. 
For a hrodmre & a 
chat: 01202-765 995 
Mobile0802-961916 



PTTPP^. WJrta. TripoE, T\mk 
Cartage. Sidly. Naples. Woke 
HaabnoBt. Ime.Bbi. Nia. 
f«a-n Swan Hellenic. 77 New 
OxIbRl Street. London WC1A 


UK 

Departure 


Days 1-7 


esxen 


Day 13 


Caribbean Contrasts 
7 December 


Afl-inctusiva hotel 
in the Dominican Republic 


Board Ship 


Al sea 


Caracas, Venezuela 


Grenada 


Blue Water Poaris* 
14 December 


AINndushra hotel 
in the Dominican Republic 


Board Ship 


At sea 


Dominica 


Grenada 


St Lucia 


EJEiEESaaSE!3ES3S] 


Islands) |St Thomas RJ£. Veypn Islands) 


Dominican Republic | Dominican Republic 


Cruise down to any Lain Poly Holiday Shop or call the Cralse Hotllae h 
I0DQ3 2233001 Wifi great ribs Bke this, n wander In Prijris HoJ for arises. 

1 CHECK LUNN POLY PRICES BEFORE YOU BOOK 




voax Hitpay mn pa rtit ia 



Wm IE 


ALL THE BEST 
OF CANADA 


All types of holidays: 
tours, cruises, city- 
breaks. outdoor A 
excursions. XjjSgnjl 
All year M fi.lll M 
round. 4 IB£2SS£I^ 
Free colour^^^gj 
Brochure, 


The Canada Sj redaB sts 


Phone 

0990 434 434 

Ouotc AC02 





1 in Ski-Drive rc Frcr.ce 






English Country 
Cottnges 

An unkivalled 
choice thnMtthom 
Cornwall. 

Fw 436 page 
colour broo m e. 

Bing 

(0990)851111 
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HOSEASONS 


Handiridued ociaaps 
. tfumqfioia Devon. 
Coastal and countryside. 
Free colour hrocfa&re. 


Phone 01502 502 60! 


COTSWOLDS 


UJC HOLIDAYS 


VAUJETTA, Vance. ■MpoO.TW 
Canhagc. Sicfly. Naples, 
Pompeii. Hveabneom. Boom, 
Elba. Nice. COatacc Swaa 
Hdkaie. 77 New Oidmd SmecU 
London WC1AIPP. 


English Country 
Cotinges 

Am umiuvalli® 
choioe in EnglanJS 
. lorc T i c gjreas. 

Free 04 page 
coioar brachiuc- 1 
Row 

(8990)851111 
QUOTE EMtJB (UBaf 


T- T 




Country Cottages 
in Ireland ; 

A MAGICAL choice of 
delightful holiday 
properties in Kerry. 
Cork, CUrc St Gahray. - 
Free fuD colour brochure. 

RING (0990) 851164 
Quote. GM2u (34 Hn) 

OaWsmrm 

^CoraoiT Comuxs of bnanOi 
■ Bwt GM2J(t 1 p.O.Ba* IS. 
Eadl SrtuoM. LDocsm, u9 d. 



CHRISTMAS AND 
NEW TEAR 


j en o M M h Cumi n C ii wmi ss 
14*0990 BSlULhEF HI 2 H 3 


7=3* 




DORSET, HANTS., 
& LO.W. 




WINTER SPORTS UJL HOLIDAYS 


SPECIAL INTEREST 





mmm 


Lunn Poly 

.1 better wav to getaway 


STEP OUT 
IN STYLE... 

_with your perfeci 
partner! Check out our 
Rendezvous section far 
the best way to meet 
that SPECIAL someone. 
Now with free voice 
messaging system 
-see (WEEKEND) 
supplement for details. 

THEjtftt&OTMES 





'.-••xT,' 




SuperiUrve rappe of chalets m 

Courchevel, Mfribd, 
La Plagne, Val d’Isire, 
Verbfcr and St Anton 
Pabaious Fool' 
ExccUeol Childcare Facilities 
Fncwfly. Personal Service 

0181 995 9323 

«ntnxi7 sratinsAira 


JastJurda tB iaiiu i lg 
Free bredme ftafaoiaf 

aSOsriecMWM 

Ceusoy cottsfoi 

01336 565555 

Hkt/AwuMuut 





Book early and save 20% on many holidays 
Ctuxency Exchange Offer on Holiday Homes £1 = FF10 

Huge choice of self-catcring holidays and hotels in France & Spain 
Holiday Homes including Cortages. Villas, 

Seaside Apartments, Holiday Villages «Sr Hotels 


CALL NOW FOR A BROCHURE 0990 143 53 / i 
OR SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT 

*'>"'n -A-Inlrd SolisLu.' See 5r-.vhv.n- ir>: !::il dc:’:V 



Cakj>bn Pajqc 


Winter 

Leisure 

Breaks 


The magnificat! Canten Pm! 

is locMni in 750 ana of 
pome C hea turceoa n gj iai le 
8 mik* tract Chester end 
within easf access at the M6 

Oafr £199 far hn 
pcepl* (haring «twin nwn 
for 2 night* 

offer mriadet: 

Kiusei; Bed & Brak&et, 
md am nMnd of golf an the 
Onkm CuoBcigMw 
n mnnr ig in the sepezh Spa. 

Va&duftiaSLXLSfl, 
adject to caaiabSdy 

■ .u4f 


u i ::2^ r:i) <\ 


mud rt/turner 7T 




LODGES 

& HOLIDAY 

Parks 





MANY HOLIDAYS STILL 

ONLY £5 DEPOSIT 
BLAKES COTTAGES 


t 01282 44S777 


CORNWALL & DEVON 


EDINBURGH 


***** 


***** 


FRINGE PRICES 

£300 PER COUPLE buys 2 nights of weekend luxury 
in the htart of one of Europe's most beautiful 
capitals. Including .full Scottish breakfast plus 
dinner with wine on one night in the hotel's 
stylish Terrace Restaurant The offer* closes 
on 3lst Mareh 1998. So book now by dialling 
freephone 0800 35 35 35 quoting SURE V. 


Sheraton Grand 

"if o r e l 

H n I \ 3 I P. i; h 

jnw'j >heraton 


OVERSEAS TRAVEL 


CLUB MED CUBA. NOW OPEN. 


10% OFF FOR H0NEYM00NERS: 




■-N 


^uaaa 







reservations oi?i bi -i-^i bn 
content your travc-i oqont or 


ro C1455 353202 

iv.ciubmed.coi>! 


Vargdero T^lfFl 

Clubbed 
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Because we think the world of you 

current best 



Unequivocal protection against airline insolvency - CAA approved 


i 

fcfti m ; k 


ER S 


worldwide attention to detail 


TRAVEL EXPERTS 


CAPETOWN 


AROUND THE WOWJJ £577 


USA SPECIALS 

ORLANDO fr £231 WASHINGTON fr £165 
SEATTLE Ir £231 HONOLULU fr £393 

RETURfi FARES EXCLUDING TAXES. MUST BOG* BY 14 DECEMBER 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


ALL INCLUSIVE CAR HIRE FROM £T52 PER WEEK. 

CALL NOW FOR OUR NEW TAILORMADE NORTH AMERICA BROCHURE. 


For the real lomkram on worldwide 
travel, Itailfnders Is your one stop 
travel shop. 

TraDfinders offers more low east 
flights to more destinations titan 
anyone. Experts in airfares since 
1970, wa can tailor-mate you very 
owa package with up to 65% discount 
oo hotels and car hire worldwide. 


AUS7ML1A£36 - USA£31 - AFBICA£31 • PACIHCSM - ASIA£27 
USA CAR tffif PKIM £12 PER DAY ■ CALL NOW FOR Ol# TAJLORMADE WOftLOWEE AND NORTH AMB3CA BROCHURES 


•fiOT&S-Cjfi, 




A:l 'ur :ravf! centres are Ojien Mon-Sat g-6pm - Tlurrs S-7pm - Sun l0-6?r. 




FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRAILFINDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171-93S 3366 ANYTIME 


KT0L-M5B IKTA ABTA BSTtJI 


42-50 Earls Court Road 
Long Haul Travel. 

194 Kensington High Street 
Long Haul Travel: 
First & Business Class. 
215 Kensington High Street 
Transatlantic & European. 
22-24 The Priory Queensway 
Worldwide Travel: 

48 Com Street 
Worldwide Travel. 
254-284 Sauchiehalf Street 
Wbrldwide Travel. 

58Deansgate ■ 
Worldwide Travel: 
First & Business Class. 


> LONDON WBI 
0171-938 331 
■ LONDON WB I 
0171-93833 
0171-938 34 

LONDON W8 f 
0171-937 541 
BIRMINGHAM 
0121-236 121 
BRISTOL BSl 
0117-929 9QC 
GLASGOWG2 
0141-353 222 
MANCHESTER 
0161-839 690 
0161-833 343 


Trailfinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


- people think the world of i 


PLATINUM 



* TRAVEL 


1 Advemlre travel and flights AI Aftopdarit PRICES I 



long h-\m 0171 9?7 5122 ir-asATLANTIC i EUROPE: 0171957 2654 


52 EARLS COURT ROAD, KENSINGTON, LONDON WB.6E1 
OP&fc MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM-6PM. SATURDAY 10AM-2PM 


WORLDWIDE 


1% Flights worldwide at 

JF%. K %l competitive prices on 

quality airlines . 

No credit card surcharges. 

Sydney £649 New York £159 Jo’Barg £329 

Bangkok £369 Florida £235 Nairobi £319 

Singapore £375 California £224 Cyprus £129 

Canada £219 Boston £159 Athens £99 

Hong Kong £379 Washington £164 Paris-Eurostar £89 

(Prices are for return travel, subject to availability and airport taxes) Argo Tours (uwidonj ud. 


© 


CALL 

NOW 

ON: 


Sydney 

Bangkok 


Economy Travel: 

0171 331 7050 


First & Business Class: 

0171 331 7030 

Our lines are open 
9 -6 Monday - Friday 
10-5 Saturday 


AlOl 72254 A0TA 12737 IATA AAC 



OPEN 
7 DAYS 

NSW York 

Boston 

Horida 

Chicago 

L Angeles 

S. Francisco 

Daiias 

Denver 

Las Vegas 

Phoenix 

Toronto 

Vancouver 


Mm 


••• £155 
£155 
£21C 
£185 4V 

£220 Sydney' 5 

£220 Auckland 

Eanckok 
£220 vipJ ; m 

£220 ,Y. 

£220 , ' ; 9 ,a 

£184 Jo burg 



AMERICAS & CANADA 

0171 

757 2000 


C240 Caps Town £345 

TT- i.- TTF 


RFARES ON SCHEDULED AIRLINES 


BOOK YOUR 
1998 HOLIDAY 
HOW FOR ONLY 
£10 DEPOSIT* 

LPer person * condfons apply, otter ercis 24th Dec '97 




Wfth over 22 leading scheduled airfii 
in Economy, Business or First Clas* 




0171 
757 2444 


First & Business Class: 0171 757 2500 Glasgow branch: 0141 204 1919 



Best Value:- Air Fares - Car Hire - Hotels - Insurance 

Al! tares c-'i ret'-.''-. :o a-. 1 *. y-r> -o y .. -::'p rn i ••• ■- 


AUSTRALIA 


LAST FEW SEATS REMAINING 


Direct Travel Insurance 

for TOP QUALITY COVER AND VALUE 


RETURN 


woupwik AHmuL imin-iw| j ot r s best 

IILlRlTEO SKI -MllllRITI® T « ,PS 

“"•“SSK £95 Bubo 


FROM LONDON FROM 
‘ GATWICK MANCHESTER 


Adelaide ~.7 Dec Adelaide -30 Nov 
■Melbourne 7 Dec Melbourne 30 Nov 
Perth —1, 8 Dec Perth ..........7 Dec 

Stay for up to 8 weeks 


Alrtrt'I OlOdAC Foi inslcnt <ovcr or quqtution 
UI7UO 0 1^445 9om • 8pm S»ven dayi o week 




SfegstSheeL London, W1R SOX -Ssolm 

&****& FAX: 01420-82133 or 0171-287 45221 

AM fare* subject to avaHabttty: totriettons for detafc. 1 


11 :L T i a I Vci 


OFFICIALLY APPOINTEDwramui-noc^AGEIfT 



-y-.l j iTT^l 


FIRST FOR VALUE 


BERL 

TOO 

L-i / /b 

LISBON 

-£114* 

SHANNON 

un*Nprrp* 

w £75 


USAirtcurs 


Bm 4 urt, Lmnusr tour, lam tio* London Ul Msl 


ATLANTA 

BOSTON 

CHICA60 

DALLAS 

DENVER 

FORT LAUDERDALE 
LAS VEGAS 


£23 I SAN FRANCISCO £2S 



LNTA £175 LOS ANGELES 035 SAN FRANCISCO 

TON CIS MIAMI £235 SARASOTA 

AGO £185 NEW ORLEANS £285 JAMPA 

AS £215 NEW YORK £159 

VER £225 ORLANDO £23 WASHINGTON 

[■LAUDERDALE £285 PHILADELPHIA £13 TORONTO 

VEGAS £225 PHOENIX £23 VANCOUVER 

LONDON: 8181508 5048 MANCHESTER - MSI45S 2515 
GLAS6DW: BUI 248 4844 BIRMINGHAM: 9121585 773 CAR DIFF: 91222 3 77 891 
k BRLANBO TOTLBE 0181 559 7766 |Tteli4ig)| 


1235 SARASOTA 

085 TAMPA 
£159 

WASHINGTO 
£175 TORONTO 
£23 VANCOUVER 


SARASOTA £285 

TAMPA £225 

WASHINGTON 03 

TORONTO £215 


CmMiw at t H i m inrpi i wm aat 

WemMWnotliHslarficsnMmeVvjn 
„ AMnonUMBi IMRMMMl 


BEST HOLIDAYS 


For business journeys or pure holidays. 
Exotic options indude: 


IVIALAVS 

£545 ; 

■’Slilcrs, f.‘ S’-.-S a Tj. 



MULTI-DESTINATION 


Our specialty is ndtl-destinaiian trqs, blending cities, tt 
and beadies. Indudlng flights, accommodation's day ton 


► Singapore >■ Hong Kong ► 

ThaKand> London_fights from 


London > Singapore > Hong Kong ► 

8a& ► London---—flights from 


London > Vietnam >■ Malaysia > 

Lo n don. .... . .flights from 


virgin aijppiic 43 iB ltwl If Cathay Pm-mr I 

^ntabi oa aJfe* 


201420-80828 or 0171-287 5 


i :T T i 3 1 


oHMiom 12fflghSteel/UtanHarts,GU341W I M 
wn-iiVi Or KS 

£%££* 52 Beged Sheet loadDn.Wlian SB 
&=k<Sf FAX: (3420-82133 or OmW 

M bra «d4«3 la anartWityL HcsoicthM apphl ** hr d« 


WHY SHOP AROUND FOR 
TRAVEL INSURANCE! 
ITS FREE AT UINN POLY 

With any overseas holiday over £2! 
Just ask at any Loan Poly Holiday Si 


Lunn Po 

i better n ay to geti 


mwnca repMa 10 hrtktov* "“•>« et tip a 17 o*ya arty, a 

IX mm par (•*» an ihor hM •**»»»- or more pa pmai co 

MWm OaorcanxxbsoomMioairthMitQVWf pmiw&onal dm o 
* no* Doottip orty OOar Myaa to raiifcMy 



PALMA from £1C 


PARIS from £7 


PRAGUE from £14 


ZURICH from £S 


Return fan from London Heathrm 
Other f»n are Mu wadahfc from EaH Malta 
Leab Bradfont fcnsalc, EdHugh, QayjM Mbs 
Contact your local tmd agent or oil for i 

0345 554554 

or book on the Internet http^hmwiflyfaritlsh 


i V British Midlanc 

The Airline for Europe 


hU|ahMindimti«nf!Tiii<iaaliiit,-i«a 
huuno noMol to (WM. wmi m a4nnM <u 

!0nt*R«aU|ainz,aO.aMu> MMmimM 


- --ptayr' '*™* f cn3ciy dreajy to 

-^r~nam00s? V^rairt- i . 

*enutt 3 out of in . 

*>Pyc*tquh. £19.99. SeCond -rate 


mmem 


DunhiU A0200a wonh 025. is Tom 
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SATURDAY RENDEZVOUS 


TO ADVERTISE 
CALkOmS&e&fe 
FAX 0171 |a93i3 


luuuuuttum 


To RESPOND T O AN ADV ERTISER.,. 

.••BY VOICE Mail When responding to an All advertisements in Rradezvoas have fee © symbol, 
advertiser cafl 9897 505 563 (calls cost £1J00 per indicating that the advertiser has the facility for yen to 
minute) and then Follow the simple voice Instructions. leave him/her a voke message. 


V 


.;.BYP0ST -v-^ 

Al postal npflss*odd be addrend to Box Nb.~..c/ri Theltoes, RO.Box 355J, Vjrgmfe SW^ 


1 ■ - &> 


THE ROOM COmm. 




- t 





LADIES 


GENTLEMEN 


LADIES 


(o Mfll Tim. 
1883 744405 







SEEi -Srti 



36* 














SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


"s^sssr 


SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


Egaf wo, idi mochte an Deiner Serte sein! 
Ich bin eine 36 jahrige hubsche, 168 posse 
Frau, humorvoll und selbstandig, mit 
starker positiver Ausstrahlung und 
wundersdidnen Augen. HerzKchkeit, 
WSrme, Stil, Niveau und GrosszOgigkat 
smd fur midi Voraussetzungen fur em 
gevneinsames Zuhause. W 61 In London 
viefleidit? Brst Du em attraktiver 
Gentleman, Geniesser, wekher nodi keine 
Fami!ie hat, entscheidungsfreudig 1st und 
geme Verantwortung Qbemimmt und evtL 
eine Favnilie grinden mochte? Dann wurde 
ich mein eigenes Gesdiaft nadi 
zehnjahriger Tatigkeit aufgeben und mit 
Dir gehn. Spontane kleme Reisen, sowie 
Freundsdiaften in aller Welt pflegen, and 
mir wichtig. Didi verwdhnen, GSste 
bekodhen und Dir eine Zigarre schenken, 
meine Freude. 

Also, Du erreidist midi direkt 
(mit Foto) unter 
Postfach 220, 

8704 Herrliberg/ZH, 
Schweiz. 


MUSIC LOVERS 


North 

CONCXBTSHFraX 
Wanricfc Art, Cmtm 
SalDtc 130 


(Warwick OtBcr) 
01*1 W3*211 (Office! 




t 

t 

'£ \ l Adsrn & Evs Kensirqto: 

5 j & City Of* ice: Cannon Street 

g I 24 hours. r.^:nb--r ASIA 1?3c 


★ MEDIA C0f/.?AfJV DIRECTORS • :«(V V E?.? • ?R ★ 


VIRGINIA 

CHARLES 


The exclusive introduction agency for 
people of quality and integrity 


The Old Brewery, Burford, 
Oxfordshire 0X18 4SG 


Telephone 

01993824500 


LONDON AND NATIONWIDE 







■Ui^hki CUUUUV. IMfcilTT I 

ro (BBSS- 



SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


Sam &den 


-'_y 


yj / "A shouting success rale... 

i : Countless lontj term relationships' 

| ] MAIL ON SUNDAY 

*1'. • - ■' 

01753 830350. ... 0171499 9626 


w 


SENSATIONAL 
XMAS PARTY 

F<r5i(nliMen and Womon 


Saturday Mi December 
HrtJalolcplondniUgfapoi 
f you «■» *#»!*% 
attrodn* and «ogcbhU.. 
You ihauld fester®! 

Circles 

The Social Em ts Company 
for Surfo ttapk. 

Tab 0181 426 9168 



sr* 


3HEE 




ALL BOX 


19 


SHO UUPB E 
ADDRESSED TO: 
BOXNo:--_ 
c/b THE TIMES 
NEWSPAPERS 
LID 

P.OEOX35S3. 
VIRGINIA ST. 
LONDON. El 9GA 


EXECUTIVE CLUB 

for quality 


It 


Ftenoaol Imroduoico* • DnmcrP«rOM 


0181 203 4661 




•nk EXECUTIVES 

BRIGHTON 

Marina 

For Introductions in Sussex 


01273 818100 


“DOYENNE OF 
MATCHMAKERS— 


EnaUtMlXO 

18 Thayer St 
London W1MSLD 
0171935 3115 


ASSIGNATIONS 

Lesley Hudson-Jessop 
fat Profeapocal HrarihmmrJ 
Home uuci views and 
profesnooal jkflb lead to 
tailor made innodnedaen 

LONDON AND 
M4 CORRIDOR 
01225482905 


LDUCMGFORWA8DTOTHEFEST1WESEIUOIE 
Life could be more fan if you call 

vweeni'! . 

PersorwfhtroduCiora and DkJ unied Euonp ot 
for aHrattfrc profagot u l people SL 

W a in bl CW yl Brown ' ^ 

hi" 0171 351 5535 




Gj' 


V 


01869 324 100 

E*J9S6.ABlAm*Mkc 


If you arc single 
Don't lake a chance 
Make a choice 

FREEPHONE 0S00 122 122 


MORE! 

L0C.IL OFFICES y.mOMnDE. 

MORE! 

LOCIl CHESTS TO )FFIT. 

MORE! 

LOCAL COmCTSTQTALKTQ. 

S'vV illteit'p’ I'oluiilHS 


ViUJllxM HE flrtZJ 


!?ils irj(i<, |k i:is 

WW UU 

0PE\ m [!U!nTIK 



r r 


— 4 


Or 





Even ihot^h vou 



Celebrities to secretaries 



Club 


SiTicr /9S5 /uropfc fuo/uy tonr mirorfum/ itut oxiwivc eufnZs orai 

superb bUroduclm service. We bmltiKBibeTsInp to twnpfci®^ 

seteamcfunatochedpmfesjmabmthelK 


Personal introductions 


Social events 


htlp^'/wrww.flxeauttveckib-uk.com/exea 


0171 499 8833 


WHY E.C.? ; 

Quite simpty, ITs becanssmanberv of the Executive Chi> of St Jamea*a have a near uaHmOed choice oUvgh quaBy mem- 
ber» We guwwitBe yoc the chokas from AT LEAST 25 matched mamtwra hi three months or REFUND YOUR FEE. (Others 
ray ofter fo extend yonr moBbesftip peHod evsn If you bm only bad one dale In a year). You are a member for Bfa. Try 
ub tor six weeks and 9 YOU 'don’t agree we are the finest service mere b, well refiaid yew fee tow rite any other (toting 
senrica in the world - such b tha quaffly of oiirsarvlca; and a wide choke of high quaRy social avants each month. 

EC. THE BEST THERE IS - OB YOUR FEE REFUNDED. . 
pi- UKASSOCUTEOFFICES; MttwMcrtSnghja,5taBUd,BrtaW.Onbridsa.Harttonl,DeAy.CfxnlecLoratan.Brighton. 

V ’ TbfcWaO^H<irth>niplc«^Bedh|rJ.B> w*>gh a n ». fe wdw«lBi:W.YWwi 



dovetail 

t Indhridbal 
Pwraonal 
Introductions 

• Pro (national 
and Btoimw 
M atidbon 
London, Surray, 
Su nn . South East 
and M4 Corridor 

0171 483 3377 


HELLO! 
I’M CHRIS 





I used to wwfc tor one of Bra largest introduction agencies In lha u.K. Our 
members kept asking me: 

Why wont you refund our tees towards any other Introduction sendee in 
Europe if we’re not happy? 

The Executive CM; wS. 

Why efidn’t you tell me my ‘matched’ members Hved 200 miles away; and 
would be unlikely to want to meet me anyway? 

The Executive Club sstedion wiSshowma, before i join, the quantity qnaSty 
and where they Bw. They would not expect mo to travel owr^mSes. They 
am axiGdent enough to guarantee introductions with their membets and wVI 
not keep me waiting ono, tno, tome, four ... scr„. or nine months lormy first 
introduction. 

Why won't you promise to refund my members hi p tee even If you hare only managed one Introduction In nine 
months? 


Why are your contracts eovared In snaBprint? .. 

7he Executive Ciub doesn't need to have ary small prinS 

I am now a Consultant to The Executive Club and 1 was truly amazed at the quality of their membere, which Is beyond 
most peophfo cor n prehansion. I can honeefiy say. because o( Iheir wide choice of Hgh quality members 
(betievBRi ”io be B» finest service avaSette in 
Eun^.lwiaiattai^edprDtesskir^ signal 

1997 

E.C. 07000 499 8833 









§3 





To Place an Ai>aa. 

ryPronf b? Post, Fax or Email 

u 1 * uuiuj Pt»hB iri w#fKhYeer 

Al^l / IQ 1 /filAA AdTertbeforwdyftlJSpw'BbeaBda^jkbffischergeof 
VA / A »OA “fVvv - £llJSfihox xnnxtoa isope&- 28 days) 

AB adrertbert wffl sow reedre postal npGn ABtfvtioe udrufdM fiK^y fit 80 extra dtarge. 


by Voice Mail > by Post 

tVhareepMH&BgkBaaadvotfser Affpoett >^p0(9 dx»&! be addro 

cafl 9897 S65 563 (callscost £100per xnxrudc at ail / TheTnM8*P<0.Bos 3553,'' 
amei) cod thro foDow Ok dmpb robe mrtnictlana. Londoo El 9GA 

Fkc 01714819313 or E-mafl,V^nafci>A3ttPa s^ iiews8ai»4k 


. byFoct 

dioa&f be addressed to Box No-..^ 
.PD. Bos 3553. Vh^Dia Street, 
hoodoo El 9GA. " 
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THE LISTENER CROSSWORD 


No 3438: A Jigsaw Puzzle by Radix 


Off out atitfsendthecompleted crossword and coupon above to The 
listener. O a few or d No 3438.63 Green Lane. St Albans, Hertfordshire 
AL3 6H E,byThursday. December 11. 
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WATKRSTONES ; 

The winner will receive 
a Waterstone's book 
token worth £75. Rve \ 
runners-up will each ' 
receive a book token - 

worth £10 

WarerstonCj first opeoid a bookshop in 1982. and now has a branch in virtually every 
major lawn and city id the UK-and Ireland. Each of iis 100-odd branches has at least 
50.000 rides' in stock and cao ankr 'any book currently in print in the UK. Ouwrf-PHnT 
Bookacar cfa. 0180252t70Q.M«ilngSpvke«iid^DtoRgi EdMi^ 0l284JBW». Fhr 
your nean^tondwrf.Waiersn»cX call 0181-7423800. 


CHESS 


by Raymond Keene 


GIVEN that the number of possi¬ 
bilities in dress isf.tth to the power 
pf 40, far practical purposes virtu¬ 
ally limitless, some remarkable 
coincidences have ariseru It is not 
unknown for the same game to 
have been played twice, and there 
-is even one notorious case where 
ihe Dutch grandmaster Dormer 
mst a duplicate of a. previous defeat, 
Though surviving one move fewer 
the second time. . 

The power of coincidence came 
home to me while I was examining 
Red’s win as White against 
Capablanca from New York 1924 
(see this column. November 1). If 
Ren had wagered before the start of 
the New York tournament that he 
would defeat both Jose Capablanca 
and Alexander Alekhine in 31 
moves each and playing the same 
Winning Move, causing resigna¬ 
tion. in both cases, he would have 
had many takers. But that is 
exactly what transpired.. Given 
. infallible foresight Reti could have 
made a fortune. 

First the Capablanca finale 


31 Rd5 and Alekhine too. resigned. 
Already the exchange in arrears, he 
cannot escape disastrous losses. 

The power of coincidence was also 
evidenr in the final strike of two of 
the most famous games of chess 
ever played, respectively named 
the Immortal Game and the Ever¬ 
green Game: In both cases, the 
celebrated German grandmaster 
Adolf Anderssen delivered the 
same death blow 21 Be7 on the 
same move. 

In file Immortal Game 
Anderssen played White at London 
1851 against Kieseritsky. 




a b c d e f g h 

Here Anderssen played Be7 mate. 

And for the repeat performance: 
the Evergreen Game was played 
later in the 1850s against Duftesne. 


' Here White played 31 RldS and 
; Black'resigned. He faces ruinous 
loss. of material- Then, against 
. Alekhine, Red (White again) played 




Again Be7 mate. 

Truth is stranger than fiction. 

The most prestigious tournament 
in the UK, the Hastings Premier, 
starts next month. Among the com¬ 
petitors will be grandmaster John 
Nunn, last year’s winner, and teen¬ 
age prodigy Luke McShane. Spect¬ 
ators are welcome. For further in¬ 
formation call 01424 442500. 


WINNING MOVE 


By Raymond Keene 
Vhite io Play- 

rom the game SpeeJman - Short, 
ndon 19SO. 

lire has a powerful coneentra- 
of force along the seven* 
but must be careful as has 
AC |s exposed. How did he 
5 an effective way to 
attack and defence? 

rnr answer on a post- 
e Times, 1 Pennington 
(don El 9XN. The first 
__ drawn cm Tliurs- 
a year’s subscription 
ta unton Society. The 
be published next 



Last week's solution: 1... Qxh4+ (2 
Kxh4 RbS+; 3Kg5Rh5 mate) 
Last week’s winner: R Wesley, 
Bedford. 



THE.jigsaw dues, given in alphabetical order oi ihrir 
answers, lack an appropriate definition. The jigsaw pieces 
alongside arc laid oui face dawn, so the letters cannot be 
seen; they must he turned over and placed correctly on the 
grid, and the jigsaw pattern delineated. As with many a jig¬ 
saw puzzle, however, there is one wrong piece, which fits but 
in Caa comes from another puzzle: solvers should highlight il. 
The further dues are normal and should assist in the correct 
placement of the jigsaw pieces: the two answers of cadi fair 
exactly occupy the appropriate row. with either answer first. 
Chambers 11993) is recommended. One simple echoic word 
may be found in the OED. but is straightforwardly dued. 

CLUES 

• Curse Germany • A gypsy' girl's name • Leaders of ultra¬ 
left arrested by the Indian authorities • Half finished attack 

• Meet and pass round? • Ecstasy — feast an butter • 50% 
of prostitutes call on the phone • A sign in iron • Travel up 
north, employed by Morean Grenfell • Mercenary chap 

• Chinese people had possession • Crucial vacancy in band 

• The power of a British pint? • Parking these days in one’s 
own tome • Criikije the Spanish harshly *003176) in 
Portuguese • GoodwHe changing sides • The epitaph of a 
disreputable person? • Self-catering to start here • Verity 
has to go to bed on time m People of fashion Irving in Kent? 

• Society has very little power • A corded doth in brown 

• Order pint here • Grunt in labour 

FURTHER CLUES 

1. Catch business associate having Russia and heading west 

• FalsiafTs friend knocked back the whole drink. 2. Highly 
radioactive — stop there — leave herd • Blustery promenade 

— very welcoming! 3.Some newfangled point •What a 
basket! Let him lake one of the Scutellaria. A. Travelling by 
Tube. youU find confusion about recurrent gap •Con¬ 
stable's Leaping Horse is executed by river. 5. A small sheep 
farmer could be sdf-imponani • A dummy leal — well, one 
of two. 6. A member of Gadus (pollack): angle for the sake of 
protein • Will girl pby Hamlet?7. “O mighty-mouth’d.. ."a 
classic pastiche lacking the pith of Tennysonivm • Institute 

— British one's no good • 8Christ-duld not esoteric here? • 1 
process a soft signal with resistance, eleeutenoiive force, and 
current. 9. Native of Banjarmasin. Borneo • in outskirts of 
Kremenchug. Ukraine, one may discover burial mound 
10. The return of Rod Laver • Poorly administered, losing 
millions, see this Island perhaps II. Airy? Of lungs, peculiarly 

• To associate with girls — London ones? 12. American 
withdrawing monkeys to bet heavily • A little ping on a set of 
bells 


BRIDGE 


by Robert Sheehan 


TODAY I conclude my review of 
bridge software. 

Bridge Master. Aimed at everyone 
from novice to expert, this is a well 
produced and technically faultless 
program front top Canadian player 
Fred Gnelman. It presents declarer 
play problems and rearranges the 
opponents' cards so your Tine of 
play will always fail, unless you 
select the best line. 

£■#9.95 (Windows XI or 95. DOSI 
Counting at Bridge: From the 
former Dallas Ace player and fine 
writer Mike Lawrence, this excel¬ 
lent program for beginner ro ad¬ 
vanced player presents questions 
on the theme of counting the 
opponents' points and cards, help¬ 
ing you to make the necessary 
deductions for the best line of play. 
£34.95 (Windows 3.1 or 951. 

Both of the above from Bridge Plus 
(0118-935 1052). 

Bridge on the Internet: There are a 
few companies that provide on-line 
bridge 24 hours a day. 

The two most established are 
www.bridgeplayer.com ($79 a year) 
and www.okbridge.com ($99 a 
year), the latter boasting more than 
10.000 members. Both offer a free 
month’s trial. To play bridge live 
you need a computer, a modem, an 
Internet provider and a subscrip¬ 
tion to one of the services. Then you 
pay only for local phone calls to 
connect you to the provider. 

This hand was played by Andy 
Bowles in London, partnering 
Marty Seligman. president of the 
American Psychological Associa¬ 
tion. in Philadelphia, via OKbridge: 



IMPs 


Dealer West 


• J106 
*01042 

♦ QJ7 
*<2J10 

*AQ9 

* A J 7 

♦ K 92 
+ K7S4 

Contract Four Hearts by South 
Opening lead: queen of dubs 

South played in Four Hearts after 
a transfer sequence. East won the 
club lead and switched to spades. 
South winning the queen. King and 
another heart exposed the bad 
break. South took'the ace. cashed 
the king of dubs, ruffed a club and 
after the ace of spades and a spade 
ruff reached this position: 


*- 

* D10 

♦ Q J 7 
*- 


Declarer exited with his last trump, 
end-playing West io open up the dia¬ 
monds. When West led the queen. 
Bowles guessed well ro win in hand 
and finesse the ten on the way back. 

















Solution to No 3435: 
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The thematic vertical lights are all tributaries of the 
River Thames in London /Stamford and Beverley 
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Brooks, the River Wandle, the Westboume, die 
Tyburn, the River Fleet, the Watbrook. the 
Neckinger. the Ravensboume. the River Lea. and 
Beckton and Crossness sewage treatment works). 
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The quotation is "with pomp of waters unwithstood 
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unto the ocean" (S. Daniel). 
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The winner is J.D. Brown, of Shepton Mallet. 
Somerset. The runners-up are Malcolm Kennedy of 
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Seaford. Sussex: H. Lawson of Edinburgh, Scot¬ 
land; Keith Witfield of Moscow. Russian Federa¬ 
tion: Brenda. J. Widger of Altrincham, Cheshire: 
Mis AJ- Bancroft of Lambley. Carlisle. 
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WORD-WATCHING 


Answers from page 32 
GRANGOUS1ER 

(b) One who will swallow anything. From the French grandgosier“big 
throat". The proper name of a character in Rabelais. George Meredith, 
Richmond, 1871: "Our grangousier public." 

GORBELLY 

(a} A protuberant heliy, a garment with a loose belly. A person with a 
big poL There are Nordic cognates. “Falstaff. • reproaching the 
Londoners with their gorbeliies." 

GLOP 

(a) To swallow greedily. An echoic word imitating the sound of the 
action. Cf. gulp. Swedish dialect glapa to gulp down. 

BALDERDASH 

(b) Froth or frothy liquid. A jumbled and distasteful mixture of liquors, 
eg of milk and beer, beer and wine, brandy and mineral waters. Ben 
Jonson. New Inn, 1629: “Beer or butter-milk, mingled together. Ft is 
against my freehold to drink such balderdash." 


COMPUTER GAMES AND PASTIMES 


by Tim Wapshott 


EVER SINCE Clive Anderson's 
acerbic tongue prompted the 
touchy Bee Gees io walk out during 
his show, he has been hailed a hero 
by many. The interviewer turned 
interviewee for the launch of Oil, a 
new BBC Web rite. 

Anderson was one of the first to 
allow himself to be probed by an 
online public for an hour. Asked if 
he realised Barry Gibb was getting 
increasingly angry, Anderson re¬ 
plied: "1 must admit I wasn't 
-picking up the vibes in the Bee 
Gees interview — perhaps 1 should 
have done. They seemed to be 
laughing, so was 1, so was the 
audience. When Barry got up to go, 
we all thought at first he was only 
joking. When he kept going it was 
obvious, even to me, that the 
interview wasn’t going as well as 
I'd thought it had been." 

Elvis Costello, who was also in 
the studio at the time, "tried to 
smooth things over”. Anderson did 
nor speak to tire Bee Gees after the 
show, instead they swept them¬ 
selves off to catch their flight back 
to America, apparently as origin¬ 
ally planned. "When it comes down 
to it, 1 either misjudged it or thry 
had a sense of humour failure," 
concluded Anderson. 

Others who have already been 



All talk: Clive Anderson launches Oi! on the Internet for the BBC 


interviewed on Oi! include the 
struggling Casio keyboard player 
John Shuttleworth. aka Graham 
Fellows, and Hitchhiker's Guide to 
the Galaxy author Douglas Ad¬ 
ams. Due to appear live in 
cyberspace in the next few weeks 
are former Monty Python star and 
now accidental tourist, Michael 
Palin, and Harlequin's French fly- 


half Thierry Lacroix, who are 
provisionally booked for December 
3 and 10 respectively. 

Interviews lend ro be around 
I pm but died: the rite for farther 
details. Transcripts of earlier ses¬ 
sions can also be called up. In 
another Oi! zone you can join chat 
forums ro debate, praise or ridicule 
Auntie's output. You can also cast 


votes, without paying premium 
phone rates for the privilege. 

MONDAY is World Aids Day and 
as well as celebrities popping up 
around the country to help raise 
awareness and fands. Direct Con¬ 
nection is doing its biL The Internet 
service-provider already helps the 
Terrence Higgins Trust to publish 
its Web site on the Internet 
(hnp.7/www.iht.org.uk) but now it 
is also pledging donations to the 
charity. For every new customer 
who mentions the trust when 
signing up. Direct Connection will 
donate £10 to the trust every year 
that the account is held. For more 
information call Direct Connection 
(0800 072 0000). 

THIS is the last call for Cyberspace 
Thirty-Eight, which closes on Wed¬ 
nesday. Top prizes are two pairs of 
silver vouchers for on-irack experi¬ 
ence at the Brands Hatch race 
circuit courtesy of Codemasters’ 
TOCA Touring Car Championship 
title. 

The silver package offers a visit 
to the Nigel Mansell Racing 
School at Brands Hatch, with a 
classroom briefing and then 
driving laps in the BMW 318, a 
single-seater racing car. 


Cyberspace Thirty-Eight is open 
to anyone with a current driving 
licence. To enter you must create 
an outline or short script for an im¬ 
aginary television advertising cam¬ 
paign for a Skoda sports car. Your 
treatment should cover no more 
than one side of A4 paper. Send 
your entiy with your name, age 
and telephone number, to: Cyber¬ 
space Thirty-Eight, Computer 
Games and Pastimes, Weekend. 
The Times, I Ftennington Street 
London El 9XN. You may also 
e-mail entries to cyber@'dircon. 
co.uk. The two winners, plus six 
runners-up. will also win PC copies 
of Codemaster’s TOCA Touring 
Car Championship. 


TWO BRAINS 

ANSWERS 


From page 36 


Question I: 

142857x3 » 42857J 


Question 1 

E: The initial letters of One to 
Eight 


NEW SOFTWARE 


SOLUTION TO JUMBO CROSSWORD 136 


IN AMERICA. Dilbert the cartoon- 
strip character is a god, and it is 
easy to see why. There is something 
cool about this doughnut-munch¬ 
ing. work-avoiding derk which is 
instantly appealing. DHbert's 
Desktop Games, moreover, are a 
’ hoot 

This stuff and nonsense is a 
glorified screensaver which is 
guaranteed to take the drudgery 
out of office life in toe days leading 
up to Christmas — if not the new 
year, too. From Dreamworks Inter¬ 
active, the Windows programme 
loads completely on to the hard 
disk and springs into action 
whenever the computer is left idle 
for too long. 

Designed to “motivate your 
funnybone", the programme offers 
ten mindless games to tackle as 
well as activities to crank, such as a 
Jargonator, which extends simple 
memos into intangible bureau¬ 
cratic triumphs. 

Most games have the same 
theme: avoiding work. Project 
Pass-Off requires you to deflect 
dodgy projects away from Dilbert 
while pushing the decent ones 
towards him. In Techno-Raiders 
you lead DObert ever upward 
through the office floors, grabbing 
doughnuts and zapping co-workers 
and clueless bosses. 

These are simple but addictive 
trinkets. There is also a boss key to 
return your screen to work mode at 
a single stroke should an employer 
approach. 

Verdict 9 oat of 10. Madcap fan 
on die desktop with Dilbert and 
drams. £19.99. 

WHICH southwestern state has 
led die United States in copper 
production since the early 1900s? 
Arizona. 



DObert scores nine out of ten 

Would you believe that most of 
Hawaii’s famous beaches are man¬ 
made? No. 

The Grand Canyon, the Painted 
Desert and Canyonlands National 
Park are all part of a plateau region 
that has the same name as which 
state? Colorado. 

National Geographic’S GeoBee 
Challenge is an American import 
intended for players aged ten 3nd 
above. Of the 2.000 questions 
posed, unfortunately many are too 
taxing for most ten or 11-year-olds. 
There has been no attempt to 
localise the product for a British 
audience, and ’ The question 
database is noticeably biased to¬ 
wards North America. 

Worse still is the style of the quiz, 
a blatant rip-off of the winning / 
Don't Know Jack formula. Hosted 
by two characters, an irritating bee 
who pops into the picture from time 

to time, and an unseen question- 
master, players buzz in to take 
cracks at die questions. GeoBee 
Challenge, on dual format CD- 
Rom for PC and Mac. is not only 
hugely unoriginal but it is poorly 
executed and exTremely dreary io 
play. 

Verdict 3 out of 10. Second-rate 
copycat quiz. £19.99. 



The winner of an Alfred Dunhill AD2000, worth £125, is Tom White!aw, of Bearsden in Scotland 
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WEEKEND' SATUKDJ 


■r ■' - 

by John Morgan 


tyour queries to Morpi^s Modern Manners, The Times, Weekend, 
I Pennington Street, London El 9XN 



( [01 J have just got married and I 
l—£1 am now in the process of 
advising various institutions of 
®y change of name. Howvfcr, I 
wish to keep my maiden name but 
add my husband's name after it 
Can you pfease advise wbcther 
tfaere should be a hyphen in 
between? — HJ. Beckingham-f?) 

® Anybody in Britain can 
choose to double-barrel their 
name. However, such a ca«nm] 
arrangement although adequate 
in the eyes of the law, is often 
inadequate for modem bureaucra¬ 
cy and for many people lacks the 
psychological stamp of institution¬ 
al approval. A more formal status 
can be achieved by combining 
husband’s and wife’s surname 
either by Deed Poll through a 
solicitor, or in the case of changing 
a name for reasons such as 
property interests or reasons of 
genealogy, by applying for a Royal 
Licence via the College of Arms to 
HM the Queen. Hyphens (al¬ 
though increasingly 
unfashionable) are 
helpful as they make it 
clear that a multiple 
name is indeed a sur¬ 
name, not a succession 
of first names. 

(7Tj Can it ever be 
LXJ fight to wear 
brawn shoes with a 
grey gait?— D S Rutter 
POofe, Dorset 

H -Yes it can, but 
only when the 
cloth has a distinctly 
flarmelly or tweedy 
appearance. 

ppyi Could you please advise me 
LX I on how to eat a small roasted 
bird, eg partridge, snipe or wood¬ 
cock. at a formal dinner party. Is it 
permissible to chew the bones in 
your fingers? If not, could you 
advise me of the polite, but at the 
same time the best way; to get the 
maximum meat out of your bird. 
— Bafly, Bognor 

H The simple guide rests on the 
presence of finger bowls. If 
these are on the host's table, then 
bone-chewing is acceptable. If not. 
the bird is best attacked only with a 
knife or fork. As far as getting the 
maximum meat from it, the secret 
lies in first cutting with the knife 
directed towards the bone as when 
carving and secondly, that the host 
has ensured that the bird has been 
properly hung and expertly cooked. 

7a] When hosting a guest sleep- 
XJ mg in the spare bedroom, is 
it considered bad manners to 
launder the bedclothes on the day 
of the guest's departure before 
they have left the house?—Jane M 
Hibberd, Harston, Cambridge 

nri 1* rather defeats the object of 
hospitality to spend a week¬ 
end making people feel welcome, 
only to make it appear as if they are 
being bundled out at the end. 
Throughout a guest’s stay their 
room is their territory, and there¬ 



fore laundering the bedclothes 
before they have left does suggest a 
little undue haste. 

|Q| Correspondence and invita- 
1X1 dons, as I understood, 
should be sent on cards with 
rounded corners, and cards with 
squared corners are reserved for 
tickets. I notice increasingly that 
correspondence and invitations 
are sent on squared-cornered 
cards. Am f being old-fashioned 
in thinkin g etiquette has changed? 

—Tudor Jones, Mold, Flints 
"Tl Nowadays square corners 
£jy are correct Form and are 
considered more elegant than 
round ones. This applies not just 
for tickets, but for invitation cards, 
correspondence cards, change of 
address notifications, birth an¬ 
nouncements and indeed ail statio¬ 
nery. Ptace cards that fit into litde 
stands are the only exception: these 
can still have rounded edges. 

If one passes a stranger in 
the street and likes the scent 
be or she is wearing, 
bow can a polite en¬ 
quiry be made as to 
die brand and suppli¬ 
er? — J P Smith. 
Stonehouse, Plymouth. 

H Ar one time mak¬ 
ing personal 
comments was consid¬ 
ered crass and vulgar, 
but nowadays such at¬ 
tention is considered 
more socially accept¬ 
able. However, a light 
touch is required, and 
any observation or en¬ 
quiry should always 
take the form of a delighted and 
spontaneous compliment. An ex¬ 
ample could be: “I hope you don't 
mind me saying, but l just love the 
scent you are wearing." Whether 
the response is a beatific smile or a 
punch in the face is an occupational 
hazard you can ascertain only in 
individual situations. 

In] I shall be grateful if you can 
1X1 comment on three features 
of current English language us¬ 
age that auUfy irritate and some¬ 
times profoundly exasperate me. 
They are: I) The pronunciation of 
“H" as “Haitcb’’: 2) The pronunci¬ 
ation of “says” (sea) as “sayzeT; 3) 
The substitution of “do you have?” 
for “have you got?” My disgust 
concerning 3) reached a pinnacle , 
a few days ago when a film on ; 
television contained the lines: 
"We've got a servant problem in 
this house — no good saying we 
don't” Can you explain these 
deviations? — Patrick Palmer. 
Hereford. 

E The guilty party is Estuary 
English, a patois once re¬ 
stricted to regions bordering the 
Thames estuary, but which is now 
increasingly widespread. Alarm¬ 
ists fear that within a few decades it 
will have completely eclipsed Re¬ 
ceived Pronunciation as the stan¬ 
dard way to speak. Let's hope they I 
are wrong. 

John Morgan b Associate Editor of GQ \ 


PAN BLAIR 

mOTTORTHEfWKf £A®L£ HITURE 


r OOH, DAN, YOU'RE 
PROP-PEAD GORGEOUS 
IN HUKHN6 PINK, WU 
REALLY ARE! 


ON THE MOONCHEQUERS E2JTATE 
WVN AND PEABODY DRESS FOR 
THEIR FAVOURITE PURSUIT... i 


WORD WATCHING 


By Philip Howard 
GRANGOUSIER 

a. A type of foie gras goose 

b. A swallower 

c. An ovencloak 

GORBELLY 

a. A big paunch 

b. An exclamation 

c. A turret with machicolation 

GLOP 

a. To swallow greedily 

b. An adopted child 

c. A swallow's nest 

BALDERDASH 

a. A race up a mountain 

b. A mixed drink 

c. A Nordic diacritic 

Answers on page 35 


RELEASE THE 
moqnhounds 
DICBY! 
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TWO BRAINS 


JN J923 the psychometririan CM. Cox 
estimated the greatest historical IQs In 
his Genetic Studies of Genius. His 
conclusions were as follows: 1. Goethe 
(21Q); 2. Leibnitz (205): 3-4. Newton and 
Pitt the Younger (boto 190); 5. Galileo 
(185). Notable omissions from his list 
were Da Vmd. Shakespeare and 
Einstein, who have variously been 
estimated as, respectively, 220,210 and 
205. 

Question I: 

What numbers can replace these 
letters? 

ABCDEF x 3 = BCDEFA 
Question 2: 

Which letter is next in this series? 
OTTFFSS 

Answers on page 35. 

Raymond Keene 


A nother of the antecedents 
of cryptic dues is the 
charade. This one is from 
Emma: 

My first doth affliction denote 
Which my second was bom to 
endure 

My third b a sure antidote 
That affliction to soften and cure 

(“My third" here refers to the 
whole word). 

There are marry aspects to 
writing a good charade due. The 
components should dovetail syn¬ 
tactically and semantically and 
care is needed with the nuts and 
bolts. The minimal structure is 
juxtaposition, with the definition 
of the whole ward at the begin¬ 
ning or the end, as in: American 
planner spoils country house 


PICTURE LINE 


CROSS WORDS 


by Brian Greer 

(8). Extra words may be inserted 
(but only if they can be function¬ 
ally justified), as in Book made 
from stiff paper (4,5). Note that if 
"from" is used as a link, the 
structure should be whole from 
parts: conversely, if the link is 
"for”, the structure should be 
parts for whole, while other 
words, such as "in", work in 
either direction (these remarks 
apply in general, not just to 
charade dues). Various phrases 
indicate the order of compo¬ 
nents. In particular, our conven¬ 
tion is to use “on" to mean after 
in across clues and above in 
down dues. 

One variation is when the 
parts can be related, as in Blues 
used in service (5,4). Another is 


when ihe split wnl can Ur 
construed as a phrase: Frighten¬ 
ing place to be scaled in plaue. 
(9). Other mitred ieii is nf 

etyprieity, such a> humnplmny. 
can be stirred in: Roughly treat 
German author and composer, 
say (9). Some words can be split 
into nmre than two parts, as in: 
Examine row of birds from 
Northern Europe (12) and Af¬ 
fected bv blues record playing 
thus in the small hours (12). 
Answers lu anagram clues hum 
two weeks ago- ITiANt’OIS 
RABCLMS. DANTE CABRIEL 

Rossirrn. water s hi. islf. or 

MAN, WHEAT. TRANSIENT. 
METROPOLIS. REAM'EAR.The 
anagram nf TALLTJM IXJWDL'R 
should hare been WORLD CUP 
TEAM — niv apokigiev 


Certainly I 
can give yon 
a lift home 




READERS are invited to suggest 
what Cherie Blair and Humphrey, 
pictured right, might be saying. 

This picture, recently printed in 
The Times, will appear again next 
week with an entry chosen from 
those submitted. 


Send “sp e ed] bubble” suggestions 
on a postcard with your name and 
address to Picture line. Weekend. 

The Times, 1 Pennington Street, 
E19XN. 

The Editor's decision is final. The 
dosing date for entries is Wednesday. 
December 4. 


Last week’s winning caption, left, 
was submitted by Richard E. Fay. of 
Crow boro ugh, Sussex. 



T4LFRED DUNH1LL 

LONDON 


8 S 


JUMBO CROSSWORD 138 


The prize for the first correct solution to be opened will be an 
Alfred Dunhill AD2000, worth £125, the world’s first 
interchangeable, capless rollerball/ballpoint pen- Streamlined 
and made from black resin with a gold-plated clip, it has 
perfect writing balance. Entries should be sent to: Jumbo 
Crossword 138, The Times , 1 Pennington Street, London El 9XN 
to arrive by Monday, December 8. The name of the winner will 
be published in Weekend on Saturday, December 13. 
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address 


_POSTCODE- 


ACROSS 

I Briefly, where addition's implied, 
“minus” is wrong! (2.3) 

4 Saw the disastrous outcome of 
Tom’s prying (9A3.3) 

15 Ordering a piece ofjeweflery. 
harin g phoned in (9) 

16 Imagine tribesman having 
remedy to get rid of cold (7) 

17 From this point of view, one may 
look down an the French and 
ltalians(4,5) 

18 Retracting one's opinions, 
suggesting recycling in two stages 


2 Removed fat, including wrinkle 

(63) 

3 FeDow catches chfll in Eucharistic 
vestment (7) 

4 You n gst er rebuked when boxing 
in learner driver (5) 

5 One good in a part sent up 
outrageous opera (9) 

6 Greeting called outduring Proms 
— odd kmd of cult (7) 

7 Sergeant perhaps Intercepts 
soldier 1 tuxninaup without proper 


19 Is fan’s letter unusuaL keeping 
right emotions in check? (4-9) 

20 Edward has rings nm round him 
in disorderly retreat — totally 
destroyed (6.3) 

22 African mum’s excellent (5) 

24 One working under cover, 
surprisingly centre-stage (6,5) 

27 King getting priddy about Society 
being tasteless (7) 

29 Like a powerful digue round a' 


31 Make the most of positive change 
— number increasing 200-fold (5) 

34 Member of family participating in 
Brownie ceremony (5) 

36 Extinct bird's fare — form animal, 
and wild one (9-6) 

38 Series of notes made from back 
issue of union periodical (5) 

39 Data I refused to process, 
referring to apples of dubious 
origin (£3.5) 

40 Steps taken with section of 
wreckage, haring instruction to 

findth&?(4-8) 

43 With their higWevd connections, 
they may be snowed under (fL6j 

45 Contribution to a book which has 
a redeeming feature (7-5) 

48 Found in desert — a new variety 
of palm (5) 

50 Candidate placed second in Latin 
(7*8) 

51 Energy running short troubled 
environmentalist (5) 
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8 Writer’s final denial of deceit, 
without claiming to be faithful (5.9) 

9 Perfect cards come from me (5) 

10 Lines expressing kind of humour 
found in Irish community (S) 

I] Study Isles — Man perhaps? (5) 

12 Coping with seasonal variations, 
having p rep a red fora freeze (11) 

13 Church has girl offering 
Communion vessel {7) 

14 Diplomacy involves English 
player's order to keep quka (5) 

21 Grade’s plain to be seen in US 
state capital (7) 

23 Uneasy, bolding a gee-gee that's 
poorly groomed (6) 

24 Master’s at out, haring to follow 

25 Stretch of river occupied by 
vessels (7) 

26 The Washington Post may keep 
up this standard (3.4-S.6) 

28 Secret's out — one was carrying 
an old torch! (7) 

30 Invite new talent — it's bound to 
turn up (13) 

32 Urgent item breaking? Press. TV 
etc. called in (9) 

33 Try university parties—they once 
shielded gatecrashers (8) 

35 Assesses a vault seen, ignoring 
last tumble (9) 

37 Knight with firm set up on Greek 
island winds up elsewhere (8) 

41 At first viewing, likely yenue is 
discussed &5) 

42 Offered tender inducement, not 


52 S8K^S P-,MB “ 

auothers affaire (8) 44 OnelawtriverbLj to 


53 Striker on the boa perhaps sheds 
light on tins ounlnaTs activity (4-6) 

55 Side's not on time? Then test's not 
starting! (7) 

SS Long sentence begtnmnea man’s 
right-wing biography (4.7) 

60 Almost be convertaigoing back 
to The Art of Jazz” (5) 

62 Northern town may be heated 
with gas (9) 

64 Two pairs of sides coming across 
each ocher, but determined not to 
meet (13) 

67 Sporting occasion that could be 
elegant and hearty (6,7) 

69 Checks supply of French art that 
can be trusted first (9) 

70 Animal seen next to mountain ash 
originally, or another tree (7) 

71 Wand, perhaps, producing 
transient light (5.4) 

72 Composer and romantic poet with 
names listed slightly out of order 
(6,94) 

73 One supervising tow goes astray 
after road junction (5) 

DOWN 

1 This engineer left things _ 
shipshape and BristoUashiOn. 
and kept on toe rails (8.7,6) 


44 One lawgiver has .to 

acco mm odate politician's initial 
demands (7) 

46 No terribly short letter? Yes it isf 

U) 

47 Navigator's instrument, old. 
cannot loaep time (6) . 

49 Acting casually—no new risk 
seen round US city (11) 

54 Rex felt uree to reform — 
presumably being this? (?) 

56 Be very sorry to lose power, then 
rave; coming back m (2-7) 

57 Huge company deficit — 
everything m short supply (8) 

59 Weapon currmdy being restricted 
caused anger in rural 
establishment (7) - 

61 Burmese tityfinafly abandoned 
religious symbol (7/ 

63 Hint at struggles, having to ladi 
out right annieft (7) 

64 Setup a record, with urgent 
appeal for cash abroad (5) 

65 Set of principles hdd by Elizabeth 
1 conscientiously (5) 

66 Cbme again about snappy dog (5) 

67 Keephofdmgpne—take50%of 
die division (5) 

68 Governor offering guidance for 
one wishing to go soraight{5) . 
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ACROSS DOWN 

J Corporate group (4) ] From the Good Book (8) 

3 James -i Nocturne painter 2 Celtic priest (5) 

8 Steward; dangerous ball (7) * pupil Churchi11 its 

10 Stolen property handler (5) 5 No trouble vet CM 2 4> 

11 Eventually (43.6) 6 Merciful m * 1 vT . 

13 US state nearest Russia (6) 7 Smell strondv Ml 

15 Liquid con la Inert nerve 9 Very dose f5i 41 

,t ££?_.*.'.> g £££&££*" 

20 Unruly gang behaviour 16 Less eood «n 

(Sfong){5) Jo p^ 1 !! < ^: , 1 es!iwdloffl6) 

21 Produce new version of r ^ I s ) 

(MOO) 19 S£? a,y,h “ Mar ' 

22 Armonal science (8) H 1 • 

23 Powdered grain; food 
served (4) 

SOLUTIONTONO1263 

ACROSS: I Strata 5 Mood 9 Refugee 10 Attain 
II Hercules 12 O’Casey 15 Warder 18 Claudius 208*8"“ p 
22 Dilemma 23 Guts 24 Ticket ■ / 

DOWN: 2 Target 3 Affected 4 Angel 6 Oust 7De«* e 
S Reason 13 Academic 14 Arcade 16ActinB n Curat* 

19 AIM 21 Go/ai B * • " 

































